
 

 

 

 

ON THIS DAY 

Central Reserve Police Force Raising Day 
Bhoomika Bhatt   

The Central Reserve Police Force 

(CRPF) is the largest of the Central 

Armed Police Forces of India.  It works 

under the Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Government of India.  The primary role 

of CRPF lies in assisting the State/UT 

in police action, law and order and 

counterterrorism.  It came into 

existence on 27 July 1939 as the Crown 

Representative Police.  After Indian 

independence, it became the Central 

Reserve Police Force on 28 December 

1949 with the enactment of the CRPF 

Act. 
 

History of CRPF 
 

The Central Reserve Police Force 

(CRPF) is the principal central police 

force of the Union of India for internal 

security.  It is one of the oldest Central 

Paramilitary Forces (now known as the 

Central Armed Police Forces) which 

was formed in 1939 as the Crown 

Representative Police.  The CRPF was 

established in 1936 in view of the 

Madras Resolution of the All-India 

Congress Committee, in the wake of the 

Crown Representative's Police's desire 

to continuously assist the movements 

and political unrest in the erstwhile 

princely states of India and to maintain 

law and order as an imperial policy. 

 

After independence, this force was renamed as 

the Central Reserve Police Force by an Act of 

Parliament on 28 December 1949.  The then 

Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel had 

envisioned a multi-pronged role for this force 

in accordance with the changing needs of the 

newly independent nation. The performance of 

CRPF troops was appreciated by Bhuj, 

erstwhile Patiala and East Punjab States Union 

(PEPSU) and all areas of Chambal ravines 

before 1950.  The force played an important 

role during the integration of princely states 

into the Union of India.  This force helped the 

central government in disciplining the rebel 

princely state of Junagadh and the small 

princely state of Kathiawar in Gujarat which 

had refused to join the Indian Union. 
 

Immediately after independence, troops of 

CRPF were sent to Kutch, Rajasthan and 

Sindh borders to investigate infiltration and 

cross-border crimes.  Thereafter, after attacks 

launched by Pakistani infiltrators, they were 

deployed on the Pakistani border of Jammu 

and Kashmir.  The first Chinese attack on 

India's Hot Spring (Ladakh) on October 21, 

1959, was foiled by the CRPF.  A small patrol 

party of CRPF was ambushed by China in 

which ten soldiers of the force made the 

supreme sacrifice for the country.  In the 

memory of his martyrdom, every year 21 

October is celebrated as Police 

Commemoration Day across the country. 

 

The force once again assisted the Indian 

Army in Arunachal Pradesh during the 

Chinese invasion of 1962.  8 CRPF 

personnel were martyred during this attack.  

The force also fought shoulder to shoulder 

with the Indian Army in the 1965 and 1971 

Indo-Pak wars on both the western and 

eastern borders. 
 

For the first time in the history of 

paramilitary forces in India, 13 companies 

of CRPF including 1 contingent of women 

were sent to Sri Lanka along with Indian 

peacekeeping forces to fight terrorists.  In 

addition, CRPF personnel as part of the 

United Nations Peacekeeping Force were 

sent to Haiti, Namibia, Somalia and the 

Maldives to deal with the law and order 

situation there.After the 1970s, when peace 

was disturbed in Tripura and Manipur by 

extremist elements, CRPF battalions were 

deployed there.  During this time there was 

unrest in the Brahmaputra Valley as well.  

The strength of the CRPF was included not 

only to maintain law and order but also to 

keep the communication system hassle 

free.  The commitment of this force to deal 

with the insurgency situation in the North 

East is at a consistently high level. Before 

the 80s, when terrorism was prevalent in 

Punjab, then the state government on a 

large-scale K.  R.  The deployment of the 

PU force was demanded. 

 

ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

Demographic Dividend and Economic Development 
Aditi Singh 

The demographic dividend has long been considered as a dominant factor for economic development. The debate on demographic 

dividend has gained pace in recent decades as a new prototype on the correlation between population and development. It is a 

misconception that a large youth population is itself a gauge of demographic dividend. The fundamental step toward demographic 

dividend is not a large youth population, but in fact, it is a transition from high birth and mortality rates to low birth rates and child 

mortality rates. This is referred to as “demographic transition.”  To achieve economic benefits of the demographic dividend, developing 

countries must considerably lower both birth and child mortality rates.  
 

According to Greek philosophers, population growth was abominable as it adversely impacts economic development. Plato (427-347 

B.C.) suggested that the number of citizens of a country should be kept stagnant that this number is divisible by any number from 1 to 

12 excluding 11. Aristotle (384-322 B.C.) was also on the same page. In the past, it was considered that a kingdom with a large 

population was powerful. In the middle of the 17th century Sir William Petty (1623-1687) on his writing “ Essays in Political 

Arithmetick and Political Survey or Anatomy of Ireland (1672) argued that strength of kingdom is not in the dimension of its territory, 

but in the standard of its people absorbed in industry and other related activities. 
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John Grant (1620-1674) signified that high and rising mortality in cities was impeding population growth. Several thinkers of the 18th 

century such as Robert Wallace (1697-1771), David Hume (1711-1776), Nicolas de Condorcet (1743-1794), and William Godwin (1756- 

1836)  also expressed the views related to population . 
 

Wallace argued in “A Dissertation on the Numbers of Mankind in Ancient and Modern Times (1753)” that the large growing population 

is an indication of good government. According to David Hume, a happy and prosperous society could endure larger population. 

Condorcet in 1795, in his paper “A Sketch for a Historical Picture of the Progress of the Human Spirit, represented an optimistic view 

that the human race will undertake progress when political and economic liberty are moderately introduced. Godwin in his writing “In 

Political Justice" had admitted that an increase in the standard of living could increase population pressures but he also advocated that 

new technology will be responsible for future change in human nature into more rationally developed beings. Godwin believed that 

moral development would outpace growth of population. According to him, postponement of marriage and celibacy could decrease 

population until distress prevailed. It will not be beneficial in the long run.  
 

Against this perspective, Thomas Robert Malthus (1766-1834) book – An Essay on the Principle of Population was published in 1798. 

As per Malthus, population rises in geometric progression while food production increases in an arithmetic progression causing famine, 

disease, calamity and war resulting in penury and depopulation.  According to him, a surge in the nation’s food production ameliorated 

the well-being of the people but this advancement was transitory because it led to population growth which in turn neutralized the 

original per capita production level. He advocated two types of checks- positive checks and preventive checks.The positive checks 

incorporate hunger, war and disease while the preventive checks consists of postponement of marriage, birth control and celibacy. It 

would increase economic stability. According to Malthus, when the population of labourers outpace the production of food, real wages 

fall. This would lead to slump in population growth, until the falling population again leads to increase in real wage. 
 

Contrary to Malthus, Adam Smith (1723-1790) enunciated that population growth is favourable for a country. It would lead to 

specialization and as a result will improve productivity. As per Smith, population growth increases the workforce of country.Smith 

presumes increasing returns to Scale while Malthus admits decreasing returns to scale due to dearth. As per Malthus, an increment in 

manufacturing would lead to a surge in the wealth of a nation but not to an increase in the food production. Consequently, the price of 

food will surge, eliminating the effect of more wealth. Hence, the increasing wealth of nation would not contribute to ameliorate the 

condition of poor. 
 

Karl Marx (1818-1883) criticized Malthus theory and asserted that poverty, famine and other social problems are due to the unequal 

distribution of wealth and its accumulation by capitalists. Marx considered that society has two major economic classes i.e. The Rich 

and The Poor. Rich was those who have means of production and earn their Surplus by exploiting poor. On the other hand, the poor 

were those who work for the rich in exchange of wages. Due to the technology advancement, as Capitalist desires to generate surplus, 

unemployment spreads, wage declines and poverty increases.  
 

Malthus theory of population was backed by many political economists of 19th century mainly because it served their class interest. The 

Demography has been removed from political theory since late 19th century. Population penetrated the economic system in almost all 

economic calculations. The demographic dividend highlights the importance of the age structure of the population in economic progress 

and not its dimension and growth. The demographic dividend must not be misconceived to mean that population growth is beneficial 

for development. Now, the demographic dividend also signifies the economic value of a population. This began during the colonial 

period (1858-1947) in many developing countries but remained during the post-colonial period as well. 

 

LEXICONOMICS 
What is Monetary Policy? 

Abhinandan Khajuria 

 

Monetary policy can be defined as the instrument used by the policy makers, executive and the central bank, to control the money supply 

in the economy. The regulation of the supply of money in the economy is important in order to control the inflation and keeping the 

prices of goods and resources in check. The monetary policy has primarily to do with interest rates and as such increase and decrease in 

the supply of currency is managed. The monitoring and feedback of the said currency circulation is done with the help of the Consumer 

Price Index (CPI) and the Wholesale Price Index (WPI), which are the metrics to measure inflation. 
 

The authority over the monetary policy is exercised by the Reserve Bank of India as well the Central Government via the Monetary 

Policy Committee (MPC), which has representatives from both the institutions. The Mandate provided to the MPC dictates that inflation 

be kept in check and banking interest rate metric be deterministic in terms of guiding policy of the economy. Monetary Policy is studied 

by various experts to provide relevant recommendations and changes. 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

Tokyo Olympics 2020: Opening Ceremony honours 1972 Munich victims                                       

for the first time (#UnitedByEmotion | #StrongerTogether) 
Anju M V 

For the first time, after 49 years, an official commemoration of those who died in the 1972 massacre of Munich Olympics was done 

during the opening ceremony of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. A moment of silence was held at the start of Games for the 11 Israeli athletes 

murdered by the Black September Palestinian terror group. 
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Along with this, tributes were also paid to those lost during the pandemic and 

throughout Olympic history. The announcer said “In particular we remember 

those who lost their lives during the Olympic games. One group still holds a 

strong place in all our memories and stands for all of those we have lost at the 

games: the members of the Israel delegation at the Olympic Games Munich 

1972.”Families of the Munich Massacre victims had for years been urging 

International Olympic Committee(IOC) to honour them at an opening 

ceremony, but their requests had been repeatedly rejected. Earlier, IOC had 

faced criticism after rejecting a request for a minute’s silence at the London 

2012 Games to mark the 40th anniversary of the massacre. 
 

The opening ceremony of 23rd July 2021, saw the participation of Ankie 

Spitzer and Ilana Romano, widows of Andre Spitzer and Yoseff Romano(the 

victims). The two said in a joint statement, “Finally there is justice for the 

husbands, sons and fathers murdered at Munich. We went through 49 years of 

struggle and never gave up. We cannot hold back our tears. This is the moment we’ve waited for.” The step was praised by the Israeli 

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett. He said, “Today, for the first time at the Olympic Games, there was an official commemoration for the 

massacre of the 11 members of the Israeli delegation to the Munich Olympics. I applaud this important historic moment. May their 

memories be a blessing.” 
 

1972 Summer Olympics  
 

The 1972 Summer Olympics, officially known as the Games of the XX Olympiad, was held in Munich, Bavaria, West Germany, from 

26 August to 11 September 1972. It was the second Summer Olympics to be held in Germany, after the 1936 Games of Berlin, under 

the Nazi regime. This Munich Olympics of 1972 was supposed to showcase the new face of West Germany. As the West German 

Government was eager to present a democratic and optimistic Germany to the world.  The Games’ official motto was ‘Die Heiteren 

Spiele’ or ‘the cheerful Games’. While, the logo of the Games was a blue solar logo (the Bright Sun) by Otl Aicher. The Olympic mascot 

was the dachshund ‘Waldi’. As for the medal tally, Soviet Union stood first, followed by US and East Germany. While the host country, 

West Germany stood at the 4th position and India stood at the 43rd position.  
 

1972 Munich Massacre  
 

During the 1972 Summer Olympics in Munich, West Germany, eight members of the Palestinian terrorist group Black September, took 

nine members of the Israeli Olympic team hostage, after killing two of them. The operation was called ‘Iqrit and Biram’ by the Black 

September group.  In the process of showing a democratic and most peace-loving Germany, the West German government had least 

militaristic force and a deliberate lack of security. Although, there were some unarmed security officers but, not a single armed police 

officer or soldiers were insight. The athletes of Israeli team at this event waved the Israeli flag over German soil. From this, Israel was 

making a strong statement of Jewish resilience and its readiness to accept a different Germany.  At 4:30am of 5 September 1972, eight 

men dressed in track suits to blend in with athletes, carrying duffel bags loaded with AK-47s, pistols and grenades, jumped the unguarded 

fence and infiltrated the Israeli team’s apartment complex. Initially, the wrestling coach Moshe Weinberg and the weightlifter Yossef 

Romano fought off the terrorists 

but were soon murdered. The 

remaining 9 athletes including 

David Berger, Ze’ev Friedman, 

Yoseff Gutfreund, Mark Slavin, 

Eliezer Halfin, Yakov Springer, 

Andre Spitzer, Amitzur Shapira 

and Kehat Shorrwere  were taken 

as hostages. In exchange of the 

hostages, the terrorists demanded 

Israel to release 234 Palestinian 

prisoners. If not, the hostages 

would soon be executed.  After 

learning of the attack, then 

President of IOC, Avery Brundage 

said that the games must go on. As 

a result, the first athletic event of 5 

September exactly happened at 

8:15am. While Brundage was 

pressurising the West German 

officials to take Israelis out of the village, so that the Olympics could be held in peace. Finally, on 3:51pm the IOC suspended the games.  
 

Then Israeli PM Golda Meir refused to negotiate with the terrorists. Further, West German authorities turned down the assistance of 

Israeli Mossad. Instead, West German authorities began negotiations with the terrorists. At the same time, West German police scaled 

the building and prepared to attack the terrorists. But later only they realised that their actions were being broadcast on live television 

not only to worldwide audiences but also to the terrorist themselves.  Later, the terrorists had a new demand that they and the hostages 

to be flown to Egypt. The West German authorities agreed to fly them in a helicopter to the airport, where they planned to ambush them. 

Although, Egyptian PM Aziz Sedki had already told the West German authorities that the Egyptians did not wish to become involved 

in the hostage crisis. Six policemen disguised as flight crew were placed on the airplane and five sharp shooters lay on the perimeter. 

But at the last minute, the disguised flight crew abandoned the mission without consulting the Central Command and just left the plane. 

The remaining 5 sharp shooters had no special sniper training, no radio communication and no telescopic or infrared sights.  
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Image Source – The Times of Israel (Ankie Spitzer and Ilana 
Romano at the opening ceremony of Tokyo Olympics 2020) 
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After 10:30pm, the helicopters landed at the airport. The terrorists who entered the airplane realised that it was a trap and ran back to 

the helicopters. The snipers open fired and a shootout ensued. During this, one of the terrorists threw a grenade to one of the helicopters, 

killing the 4 bound Israelis and the pilots inside. Then the terrorists gunned down the other five Israelis.  At the end of 5 September 

1972, 11 Israelis had been killed, along with one policeman and 5 terrorists.  Next day, the Olympic games continued but the remaining 

Israeli athletes left Munich. Later in the day, a Olympic ceremony was held at the Olympic stadium where the Olympic flag along with 

flags of other nations were flown at half-mast, except for the 10 Arab nations who demanded their flag to be flown at full-mast. Three 

terrorists remained alive in the German custody, awaiting trial. But when the Palestinian hijacked the Lufthansa 727, these three terrorists 

were released by Germany in exchange of 14 passengers on board. In response to the Munich Massacre, Mossad launched the Operation 

Wrath of God. 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Food Waste Crisis - Worse than thought 
Sonal Verma 

WWF-UK and British retailer Tesco publish Driven to Waste, a new report that quantifies the total amount of food lost on farms globally, 

revealing an estimated 2.5 billion tons of food goes uneaten worldwide each year. The food waste mountain could be considerably large 

than previously thought as per this major analysis by WWF. That is an increase of around 1.2 billion tonnes on the established estimates 

of 1.3 billion tonnes wasted each year. These new estimates show that of all the food grown, nearly 40 per cent goes uneaten, which is 

higher than the earlier estimated figure of 33%. 
 

Driven to Waste 
 

Driven to Waste is the first quantification of total on-farm food losses since 2011. When combined with updated data on loss in supply 

chains and waste at retail and consumption, we have a clearer picture of the scale of food loss and waste from farm to fork. The report 

also suggests that food loss on farms is an overlooked problem in Europe and other industrialized regions, which tend to focus on food 

waste happening at retail and consumer levels. Contrary to the widely held belief that farm-stage food losses are particularly acute in 

lower-income regions, the new data shows that 58% of global farm-stage food waste occurs in middle- and high-income regions, despite 

their higher on-farm mechanization, better infrastructure and more advanced agronomic practices 
 

Why is there a need to manage food loss? 
 

Agriculture currently occupies 40% of the Earth’s non-frozen landmass, consumes 70% of freshwater withdrawals, and drives 80% of 

deforestation. We produce food and feed for animals because consuming more resources than our planet can regenerate and is the 

primary reason for declining biodiversity. Producing food uses a huge amount of land, water and energy, so wasted food significantly 

impacts climate change – previous estimates suggest that food waste accounts for 8% of greenhouse gases (GHG), and new data indicate 

that the numbers are even more substantial, pointing to a contribution of approximately 10% of all GHG emissions. By 2050, the human 

population is expected to be 10 billion, driving an anticipated increase in the demand for food production by 50%. To be in balance with 

our planet’s resources, we must get more from less. One way to achieve this imperative is to reduce food loss and waste. This total loss 

and waste of food resources represent a waste of the land, water, energy, and human labour required to produce food. Making major 

reductions in food loss and waste is necessary to address global environmental and social goals including halting deforestation and 

conversion, preventing future pandemics driven by further encroachment of agriculture into nature, feeding a growing global population, 

and achieving the Paris Agreement’s target of limiting global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 
 

Way Forward 
 

Driven to Waste makes it clear that providing access to technology and training on farms is not enough. To achieve a meaningful 

reduction, national governments and market actors must take action to support farmers across the world and commit to halving food 

waste across all stages of the supply chain. The food loss and waste is a huge problem that can be minimized. Taking a more holistic 

view and tackling losses at all stages on farms will help mitigate climate change, reduce pressure to convert nature, and help achieve 

food security. The task may seem daunting, but it is within reach if all actors engage and do their part. 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

Neutron Stars 
Tanusri Gururaj 

Neutron stars are extremely dense, compact stars thought to be composed primarily of neutrons. Neutrons are neutral subatomic particles 

that are a constituent of every atomic nucleus except ordinary hydrogen. It has no electric charge and a rest mass equal to 1.67× 10−27 

kg. Neutron stars are typically about 20 km in diameter and their masses range between 1.18 and 1.97 times that of the Sun, but most of 

them are 1.35 times that of the Sun. Another important characteristic of neutron stars is the presence of very strong magnetic fields, 

which causes the surface iron to be polymerized in the form of long chains of iron atoms. The individual atoms become compressed and 

elongated in the direction of the magnetic field and can bind together end-to-end. 
 

How are they formed? 
 

Ordinary stars maintain their spherical shape because the heaving gravity of their gigantic mass tries to pull their gas toward a central 

point but is balanced by the energy from nuclear fusion in their cores, which exerts an outward pressure. At the end of their lives, stars 

that are between four and eight times the sun's mass burn through their available fuel and their internal fusion reactions cease. 
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The stars' outer layers rapidly collapse inward, bouncing off the thick core and then blasting out again as a violent supernova. But, the 

dense core continues to collapse, generating pressures so high that protons and electrons are squeezed together into neutrons, as well as 

lightweight particles called neutrinos that escape into the distant universe. This results in the formation of a neutron star whose mass is 

90% neutrons, which can't be squeezed any tighter, and therefore cannot break down any further.  
 

The tallest mountain on a neutron star 
 

The tallest mountain on Earth is the volcano Mauna Kea at 10,200 meters 

high. On a neutron star, the tallest mountain would be a millimeter high. 

Maybe as much as a centimeter. These neutron stars are incredibly dense, 

with as much as a hundred million tons of neutrons packed into every 

cubic centimeter of material. This makes their surface gravity about a 

billion times that of Earth's. The gravity is so strong that anything that 

tries to pile up would get smashed flat. Similarly, mountains can only get 

so high before their own weight causes them to slump. Another problem 

is that a mountain needs support by the crust underneath it. A neutron star 

has a crust which is far stronger than Earth's, but, with a hundred billion 

times the gravitational force, a neutron star’s crust can only take so much. 

The critical size of a mountain depends on many other factors, including 

how it's made. After calculations, it is found that the tallest mountain can 

be up to a centimeter tall but can range down to less than a millimeter, 

depending on specific local conditions.  It is indeed very fascinating to know that there is a mountain which is the size of a grain of sand 

but weighs about a trillion times more! 
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A P P E A L  F O R  A L L  

Dear Readers,

It's been almost a year now since we have been having this
beautiful exchange of knowledge. Our team is a group of
students just like you. The only privilege we have is that we
are on the 'giving-end' of knowledge. We couldn't have
expected to grow so far if it were not for your feedback. You
gave us the motivation to deliver the best possible research,
each day. And it's your trust and hope that you place in us
that doesn't let us settle here.

We're conducting Talks and Discussions now, and have been
doing live Reporting on our social media handles. We're soon
to have our website and an app. Trust us that's not just it. We
have a lot in store but now we need to involve the monetary
aspect into our workings.

So this is a call to all of you readers, and those who care for a
fair dissemination of unbiased knowledge, that make your
contribution. The amount that you'd donate would help us in
incorporating certain necessary additions in our initiative.

We assure you, we're adhering to a Not-For-Profit structure
and your monetary contribution would transparently go into
the functioning of this initiative.
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