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peaking at the India Today Conclave ear-
lier this month, writer-journalist Thomas 
Friedman underlined the relativity of power. 
Mother Nature, he said, was the mother of 

all superpowers. It is hard to argue with that when you 
see the world’s sole great power, with an arsenal capable 
of destroying the Earth 10 times over, brought to its 
knees by a simple globetrotting virus. The pandemic has 
disrupted human lives across the world, 
like no other event in recent history. It has 
proved that power is ephemeral. For a sec-
ond year running, it has brought a churn 
in the india today power list. Our annual 
exercise profiles people who wield power in 
areas beyond their own and who have an 
outsized impact on our lives. Their clout is 
a result of factors that extend beyond just 
wealth or the positions they hold. 

A handful of perennials continue to be 
perched in the power list stratosphere, as 
they have since 2003. Business tycoons 
continue to monopolise our list, a constant 
phenomenon since our first instalment.

We had 40 entrepreneurs on our list 
both this year and in the previous one. 
Their positions have fluctuated with the 
vagaries brought on by the economic 
downturn. India’s aviation sector, for 
instance, has been one of the hardest hit. 
The trend of accumulated financial losses 
of Rs 22,400 crore last year looks set to 
continue this financial year as well. 

At the other end of the scale, Digital 
India is booming. India’s consumer digital 
economy, pegged at $85-90 billion in 
2020, is projected to grow tenfold to $800 
billion by 2030. The pandemic has accel-
erated this change. It has also boosted the 
healthcare industry. Over the past year, 
Covid-19 vaccines have gone from clinical 
trials to full-scale production. India is the 
world’s largest vaccine producer and, con-
sequently, two of our vaccine billionaires 
have seen an 18-spot jump on the power list. Most new 
wealth creators on our power list belong to the digital or 
health economy. Existing power listers from both have 
seen a spike in their rankings.

India has the world’s second largest number of uni-
corns—privately-held start-ups with a net worth of over 
$1 billion. Twenty-nine start-ups, most of them across 
the fintech and edtech sectors, entered India’s coveted 
billion-dollar valuation club during the first three quar-

ters of the calendar year 2021 alone.
We have four unicorns on 

our power list, two of them new 
entrants. They are among the nine 
first-evers in the 19th edition of our list. The mobility 
czar who has sold a record number of electric vehicles, 
the Olympic gold winner who has captured national 
attention, the brothers who are disrupting India’s bro-

kerage market, the actor who is an OTT 
magnet, the political strategist with the 
uncanny ability to back winning electoral 
horses, the architect who is reimagining 
the core of the national capital, a billion-
aire stockbroker, a political scion turned 
cricket administrator and our youngest, a 
22-year-old YouTube sensation. 

T he pandemic has yet to become a 
political catalyst in India, though we 

are one of the most affected countries. 
It was not an issue in the six states that 
went to polls earlier this year (before the 
second wave). The political power order 
has remained essentially unchanged, 
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
Union Home Minister Amit Shah and the 
RSS-BJP ecosystem firmly entrenched 
at the top. The opposition continues to 
be in disarray—de facto Congress chief 
Rahul Gandhi and regional satraps like 
Mamata Banerjee and Sharad Pawar are 
the only Opposition leaders in our politi-
cal power list. The government’s rule-by-
bureaucracy, fuelled by a powerful PMO, 
has accelerated in recent months. An 
unprecedented phenomenon—we have the 
largest ever number of retired bureaucrats 
serving as cabinet ministers. Globally, 
names like ‘Kamala’, ‘Rishi’ and ‘Priti’ 
now inhabit the world’s highest political 
offices. PIOs drive some of the biggest 
names in BigTech, global bodies like the 
World Health Organization and the IMF, 

a testament to the rising power and resilience of the 
Indian diaspora. 

The moral of this year’s High & Mighty is that power 
can never be taken for granted.

(Aroon Purie)
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O
n October 16, during a meet-
ing of the Congress Working 
Committee (CWC), general 
secretary (organisation) K.C. 

Venugopal finally released a schedule 
for party elections. It’s been a long time 
coming. After many fumbles, the party 
drew up a roadmap in early 2021 to 
elect a regular president by June 30, but 
the second wave of Covid-19 got in the 
way. In a meeting on May 10, the CWC 

extended the deadline indefinitely.
The process will now begin on Nov-

ember 1, with the enrolment of mem-
bers for the organisational election, and 
conclude in September 2022, with the 
election of the national president and 
CWC members. If executed as planned, 
the exercise could dramatically alter the 
party’s organisational structure. 

In her inaugural speech at the CWC 
meeting, Congress president Sonia 

Gandhi offered a gli mpse of how the 
party high command, particularly the 
Gandhi family, envisions the party’s 
future. She had a word of apprecia-
tion for the younger members of the 
party, indirectly telling the veterans 
it was time to make way. “In the past 
two years, a large number of our col-
leagues, particularly the younger ones, 
have taken on leadership roles in tak-
ing party policies and programmes to 

brainstorming 
The CWC meeting in 
progress on Oct. 15

W H Y  T H E  F O R E ST 
L AW  T W E A KS  A R E 
WO R RY I N G  PG 14
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a new Look for the 
grand oLd Party

By Kaushik Deka
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the people—whether it is the farmers’ 
agitation, providing relief during the 
pande mic, highlighting issues of con-
cern for youth and women, atrocities 
on Dalits, and minorities, price rise or 
the destruction of the public sector,” 
Sonia Gandhi said.

Her speech echoed in some ways  
what Rahul Gandhi said when he 
stepped down as Congress president 
in 2019. Rahul said he found himself 
fighting a lonely battle against the BJP 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
while several party veterans were busy 
shoring up the prospects of their own 
wards. Since then, he has nurtured and 
promoted leaders who have shown a 
zest for working on the ground. “A K.C. 
Venugopal or Manickam Tagore fits 
into Rahul’s scheme of things. He wants 
people who have the patience to walk 
small and steady steps towards building 
a Congress of his dreams, who can shun 
flamboyance and the quest for power 
and position,” says a close associate.

T
hat is perhaps why Rahul does 
not seem perturbed by the recent 
attrition of leaders, includ-

ing alleged close confidant/es such as 
Jitin Prasada, Jyotiraditya Scindia or 
Sushmita Dev. His inner circle believes 
the Modi magic will wane and people 
will embrace the Congress’s “inclusive” 
politics again. “Most commentators 
refuse to look beyond the veterans who 
are either Rajya Sabha types or past 
their prime, or suave and media-savvy 
such as Sachin Pilot. But the Congress 
still has talent on the ground, people 
working away from the limelight. They 
are building the party brick by brick. 
Jitendra Singh from Rajasthan is one 
example,” says a Lok Sabha member, 
known for his proximity to Rahul.

And Rahul has been increasin gly 
assertive—from sacking Amarinder 
Singh as the chief minister of Punjab to 
appointing his favourites as presidents 
of several state units. “He believed that 
Amarinder was backing the G23 reb-
els. Hence the retaliation. Appointing 
Navjot Sidhu as Punjab Congress chief 
was a punishment for the captain, not a 
reward for Sidhu,” says a CWC member. 

The G23 were a group of 23 senior lead-
ers who had written to Sonia Gandhi in 
August 2020 demanding an overhaul 
of the party’s organisational structure.  
And even though they are now reduced 
to a handful, the rebels are happy at the 
announcement of the organisational 
polls. In fact, it was the election of the 
CWC members that they were more 
concerned about. Even while not direct-
ly challenging the Gandhis, the rebel 
group was demanding collec tive lead-
ership. Many of them were upset with 
the way they had been sidelined in the 
party’s decision-making process, which, 
they felt, was based on Rahul’s whims. 

At the same time, there is an implicit 
acceptance that the party could implode 
without the Gandhis. So, while they all 
said they had nothing against Rahul 
taking charge of the party, they wanted 
an elected CWC. 

According to the poll schedule rel-
eased, elections will be held at every 
level—block, district, state Congress 
committees and the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC). The elected mem-
bers will pick the new presidents in 
the blocks, districts, states and at the 
national level. These new faces will play 
a key role in electing the new party pres-
ident and the CWC members.

While it’s a first step tow ards fix-
ing the many problems afflicting the 
Congress—weak organisational struc-
ture, poor or invisible leadership from 
the grassroots to the top and inertia in 
decision-making—the road to recovery 
may not be easy. Congress organisa-
tional elections are prone to manipula-
tion by leaders with money and muscle 
power. Irrespective of the overall results, 

one outcome is almost certain—Rahul’s 
return as party president. The CWC 
members were unanimous in demand-
ing that Rahul once again take charge 
of the party. And unlike in the past two 
years, he has agreed to reconsider his 
decision, while still insisting that he 
won’t be rushed into it. So, it is unlikely 
that a non-Gandhi will stand for elec-
tion as party president. Rahul had won 
the 2017 presidential poll unchallenged.

The CWC meeting also conveyed a 
stern message to the rebels. Countering 
the narrative that the party’s current 
crisis stemmed from the lack of a full-
time elected president, Sonia asserted 
that she was a full-time, hands-on 
party president and there was no need 
to speak to her through the media, the 
barb clearly aimed at some of the vocal 
rebels who freely aired their grievances. 
“We are not worried that she is upset 
with us. If our demands are met, as 
promised in the CWC, nobody will even 
need to make a noise. At least, there is 
movement in that direction,” said one of 
the more vocal rebels. 

The battle lines are clearly drawn. 
If Rahul manages to keep the organ-
isational elections free of the veterans’ 
influence, there could be a new-look 
Congress team at every level in every 
state. But, as history shows, outwitting 
Congress veterans and the old party 
ecosystem is easier said than done. 
“The game is not about challenging the 
Gandhis, it’s about defining the scope 
of the power they exercise. The veter-
ans are seeking to protect their say in 
decision-making and their electoral or 
organisational positions, including cov-
eted constitutional positions such as a 
Rajya Sabha membership,” says a young 
Lok Sabha MP from the south. 

Whether they achieve their objec-
tives will be determined by the out-
come of the organisational polls. Rahul 
will either get a team of his choice to 
fight the 2024 Lok Sabha poll or he 
will have to make peace with running 
the party under the constant scrutiny 
of certain elected CWC members. An 
even bigger challenge will be to main-
tain status quo in the party, preventing 
further attrition or a split. n

UPFRONT

WITH ELECTIONS 
AT EVERY LEVEL—
BLOCK, DISTRICT, 
PCCs, AICC—THE 

PARTY IS EXPECTING 
TO OVERHAUL THE 

ORGANISATION
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PM CARES

Y
ou can take the man out of Gujarat but you cannot take Gujarat out of the man. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is personally supervising the January 2022 
Vibrant Gujarat summit in Gandhinagar, a flagship investment jamboree he started 

as state chief minister in 2003. He recently reviewed the preparations for the summit 
and has even roped in the foreign minis try to bring in outside delegations. Besides global 

investors, the PM wants all Union ministries, PSUs and state governments to attend. 
Non-BJP states may not comply. Maharashtra CM Uddhav Thackeray has already 

objected to PSUs diverting funds to invest in Gujarat at his Dussehra rally. 

—Sandeep Unnithan with Kiran D. Tare, Ashish Misra, Romita Datta, Anilesh S. Mahajan and Rohit Parihar

Talk of following in daddy’s footsteps. For
mer Rajya Sabha MP Naresh Agarwal 

began with the Congress, moved to SP, 
then BSP, floated his own party—the Akhil 
Bharatiya Loktantrik Congress—before joining 
the BJP in 2018. Now, son Nitin, an SP MLA, 
has bec ome deputy speaker in 
the Uttar Pradesh assembly, 
defeating his own party’s 
candidate! Nitin won an ass
embly seat on a BSP ticket in 
2008, vaulted into the SP for 
the 2012 and 2017 state 
polls. In 2018, he supported 
BJP in the Rajya Sabha 
poll. The party has now 
ret u rned the favour, with 
an eye on the Baniya vote.

Like Father…

A week is a long time in 
politics. And a month, an 

eternity. The Gandhi siblings 
Rahul and Priyanka may 
have supported cricketer-
turned-politician Navjot 
Singh Sidhu in outflanking 
Captain Amarinder Singh as 
Punjab CM, but they refused 
to play ball when Sidhu took 
on new CM Charanjit Singh 
Channi. Infuriated, Sidhu quit 
as PCC chief on September 
28 and tweeted the letters he 
wrote to Sonia Gandhi. Wor-
ryingly for the ex-opener, no 
other party has approached 
him so far. And while the 
Congress has yet to accept 
his resignation, his space in 
the party is shrinking. 

A LOSING 
STREAK?

UPFRONT

Mamata Banerjee’s cab
inet ministers have 

rea son to be relieved. Babul 
Supriyo, who quit as the BJP 
Lok Sabha MP from Asansol, 
could be up for a recontest 
from the seat on a TMC 
ticket. Supriyo’s cryptic “if I 
have it in me will win again” 
tweet seemed to indicate he 
prefers reentering the Lok 
Sabha over a berth in the 
state cabinet, as was being 
speculated. That’s one less 
highprofile competitor for 
TMC veterans. 

GAME ON

A shok Gehlot has both friends 
and foes on tenterhooks, it 

seems. He recently indicated a 
cabinet reshuffle, the first since taking 
over as Rajasthan chief minister three 
years ago. Expec ted to accommodate 
rebels and loyalists, bets are on 
whether the reshuffle will satisfy 
arch-rival Sachin Pilot who has been 
demanding berths for his loyalists.

CABINET CLIFFHANGER
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K 
A
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UPFRONT

T
he Forest Conservation Act 
(FCA) of 1980, which, as the 
name suggests, came into being 
to conserve India’s forest cover, 

is proposed to be amended again (after 
1988 and 1996) and made less stringent 
with the stated objective of expanding 
India’s green cover. State governments 
and other stakeholders have a November 
1 deadline to respond to the Centre’s 
consultative paper floated on October 1. 

The stated rationale of the proposed 
amendments is to incentivise plantation 
on private land. This, it is argued, is the 
only feasible way for India to meet its 
global environmental commitments, an 
important one being the creation of an 
additional 2.5-3 billion tonnes of ‘carbon 
sink’ by 2030—India’s NDC (nation-
ally determined contribution) target. 
Meeting this target entails expansion of 
India’s tree cover from the present 21.6 
per cent (as per the State of the Forest 
Report, 2019) to a third of the country’s 
geographical area. (‘Carbon sinks’ are 
reservoirs—natural or otherwise, such as 
vegetation and oceans—that store carbon 
compounds, thereby reducing the pres-
ence of CO2 in the atmosphere. They are 
vital in mitigating global warming.)  

 There are, however, additional rea-
sons the Union ministry of environment, 
forests and climate change (MoEFCC) 
proffers for the proposed amendments—
facilitating ‘development projects’ and 
reducing imports of wood/ wood prod-
ucts, which cost an estimated Rs 45,000 
crore in foreign exchange. The govern-
ment also wants stakeholders to consider 
whether ‘strategic’ projects (such as devel-
opment of infrastructure to secure inter-
national borders) or lands acquired for 
railways and highways before 1980 (when 
the FCA came into force) should require 

an FCA clearance.
There are fears the proposed 

amendments will dispossess tra-
ditional low-scale users of forest 
resources and open a wide backdoor 
for commercial exploitation of forests 
on a seemingly legitimate pretext of 
encouraging plantation on private ‘for-
est’ land to widen tree cover. Besides, 
the proposed amendments also run 
afoul of a landmark Supreme Court 
judgment (in the T.N. Godavarman 
Thirumulpad vs Union of India case, 
1996) that widened the need for statu-
tory clearances to include projects on 
all ‘forest’ land, not just those falling 
under notified forest areas.   

At the heart of doubts that linger 

over the proposed amendments is the 
question: is it possible to expand for-
est cover while at the same time mak-
ing it convenient for businesses to put 
forest land to non-forestry use? “The 
proposed amendments show that [the 
term] ‘green’ cover is being confused with 
‘forest’ cover, which encapsulates many 
things, including the lives of communities 
dependent on them,” says Kanchi Kohli, 
senior researcher at the Centre for Policy 
Research, New Delhi. “The assumption 
that land freed for plantation will neces-
sarily be used for that purpose is specula-
tive. These lands can be acquired by the 
government or put to any use by a private 
agency. The bigger issue is that forests are 
not seen as contributing to the economy.” 

Former Indian Forest Service (IFS) 
officer Manoj Mishra says the issue of 
land use change that the FCA dwells on 
(essentially banning non-forest use of 
forest land) is being confused with the 
process of granting permission to fell 
trees. “The relaxations being considered 
in the amendments are misplaced and go 
against the ‘doctrine of non-regression’ 
[in environmental law].” (The doctrine 
of non-regression allows amendments in 
the law as long as they do not contravene 
the fundamental objectives of the law.) 
Mishra says the goal of expanding green 

A CONTENTIOUS 
MOVE
By Rahul Noronha

F O R E S T AC T A M E N D M E N T
to industries and cities; 1.5 per cent 
was taken up by roads and power lines. 
Around 12 per cent was used to raise 
dams. Of the 1.5 million hectares divert-
ed after 1980, when the FCA came into 
effect, around 35 per cent came under 
mining; roads and power lines took up 
8 per cent; dams and canals 10 per cent. 
Another 10 per cent was used for strate-
gic and defence projects and 8 per cent 
for thermal/ hydel power projects. 

The MoEFCC’s concept paper has 
invited a mixed response. “The proposed 
amendments need to keep in mind a 
holistic picture of the status of the envi-
ronment,” says Dr Madhu Verma, chief 
economist, World Resources Institute. 
“International conventions, such as the 
Bonn Challenge, target land degrada-
tion neutrality over 350 million hectares 
by 2030 (essentially restoring 350 mil-
lion hectares of degraded/ deforested 
landscapes)…. What will be the impact 
on these commitments?” 

CPI(M) leader Brinda Karat has 
written to environment minister 
Bhupender Yadav saying the pro-
posed amendments to the FCA will 
only facilitate the ‘takeover’ of for-
ests by corporates. But there are oth-
ers who see merit in the move. “The 
FCA should never have been applied 
on private land. It has undoubtedly 
had a detrimental effect on promot-
ing forest cover,” says R.N. Saxena, 
former principal chief conservator of 
forests, Madhya Pradesh. However, he 
is guarded on the proposed move to 
waive FCA clearances for land allocat-
ed for railways and highways prior to 
1980. “The Indian Forest Act only gave 
right of way to linear projects with-
out denotifying forests. Waiving FCA 
clearances for these linear projects will 
impact wildlife, especially elephants.”

Is the government’s stated agenda 
of greening India by freeing private for-
est lands for plantation a serviceable 
objective? Can reasonable restraints be 
placed on overexploitation of ‘forest’ 
land outside the ambit of the amended 
FCA? Do the amendments have a  
commanding oversight of the big-
picture environmental objectives? The 
jury is still out on those questions. n
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SCALE USERS OF 

FOREST RESOURCES 
AND OPEN A WIDE 
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CURRENT FOREST COVER 
71.2 mn hectares (21.6% of 

total area), according to State 
of the Forest Report, 2019

INDIA’S 2030 TARGET   
Create additional ‘carbon 

sink’ of 2.5-3 billion tonnes 
by bringing 33% of the 

landmass under green cover 

Forest cover  
( in million hectares)

19
87

 
19

89
 

19
91

 
19

93
 

19
95

 
19

97
 

19
99

 
20

0
1 

20
0

3 
20

0
5 

20
0

9 
20

11
 

20
13

 
20

15
20

17
 

20
19

80 

76 

72 

68 

64 

60

25 

23 

21 

19 

17 

15

Forest cover  
(as % of total area)

cover or plantations on private land 
is linked to how easy it is to secure 
permission to fell trees. “Many states 
have eased rules for felling, which 
has promoted plantation,” he says. 

The Forest Advisory Committee 
(FAC) under the FCA has played a 
crucial role in conserving forests or at 
least slowing down diversion of for-
est land. According to the MoEFCC, 
between 1950 and 1980, about 4.5 
million hectares of forest land (an 
average 0.15 million or 150,000 
hectares a year) was diverted for non-
forest use. After the FCA came into 
effect, by the early 2000s, such diver-
sion had shrunk to an average 16,000 
hectares a year. In the 40 years of 
FCA, only 1.5 million hectares of for-
est land has been diverted, the min-
istry claims. However, says Mishra: 
“The working of the FAC should be 
less ad hoc; it should meet regularly. 
At present, whenever permission is 
granted for a project, the developer 
cries delays while civil society groups 
claim the FAC rushed through the 
proposals.” 

What have our forests given way 
to over the decades? Between 1950 
and 1980, 60 per cent of the diverted 
land went into agriculture; 3 per cent 

DEFINING FORESTS
The definition of forests is an evolving 
one. To begin with, land was notified 
as forests under the Indian Forest 

Acts of 1865, 1878 and 1927. After the 
Forest Conservation Act (FCA) of 1980 
came into effect, governments issued 

circulars bringing ‘revenue forests’ 
under the definition of forests. For 
example, the ‘chhote bade jhaad ka 

jungle’ in Madhya Pradesh and Chhat-
tisgarh and the ‘Jhudpi’ jungle in Maha-
rashtra. Following the 1996 Supreme 
Court verdict, states began defining 

forests as per their geographical 
conditions. In MP, any area with a tree 

density of 200 trees per hectare is 
deemed a forest. The UN’s Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) defines 
forest as “land with tree canopy cover 
of more than 10 per cent and area of 

over 0.5 hectares”.

GREEN BELT  
The forested hills of 
Kalwar Nagur in Balod 
district of Chhattisgarh
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T
he Forest Conservation Act 
(FCA) of 1980, which, as the 
name suggests, came into being 
to conserve India’s forest cover, 

is proposed to be amended again (after 
1988 and 1996) and made less stringent 
with the stated objective of expanding 
India’s green cover. State governments 
and other stakeholders have a November 
1 deadline to respond to the Centre’s 
consultative paper floated on October 1. 

The stated rationale of the proposed 
amendments is to incentivise plantation 
on private land. This, it is argued, is the 
only feasible way for India to meet its 
global environmental commitments, an 
important one being the creation of an 
additional 2.5-3 billion tonnes of ‘carbon 
sink’ by 2030—India’s NDC (nation-
ally determined contribution) target. 
Meeting this target entails expansion of 
India’s tree cover from the present 21.6 
per cent (as per the State of the Forest 
Report, 2019) to a third of the country’s 
geographical area. (‘Carbon sinks’ are 
reservoirs—natural or otherwise, such as 
vegetation and oceans—that store carbon 
compounds, thereby reducing the pres-
ence of CO2 in the atmosphere. They are 
vital in mitigating global warming.)  

 There are, however, additional rea-
sons the Union ministry of environment, 
forests and climate change (MoEFCC) 
proffers for the proposed amendments—
facilitating ‘development projects’ and 
reducing imports of wood/ wood prod-
ucts, which cost an estimated Rs 45,000 
crore in foreign exchange. The govern-
ment also wants stakeholders to consider 
whether ‘strategic’ projects (such as devel-
opment of infrastructure to secure inter-
national borders) or lands acquired for 
railways and highways before 1980 (when 
the FCA came into force) should require 

an FCA clearance.
There are fears the proposed 

amendments will dispossess tra-
ditional low-scale users of forest 
resources and open a wide backdoor 
for commercial exploitation of forests 
on a seemingly legitimate pretext of 
encouraging plantation on private ‘for-
est’ land to widen tree cover. Besides, 
the proposed amendments also run 
afoul of a landmark Supreme Court 
judgment (in the T.N. Godavarman 
Thirumulpad vs Union of India case, 
1996) that widened the need for statu-
tory clearances to include projects on 
all ‘forest’ land, not just those falling 
under notified forest areas.   

At the heart of doubts that linger 

over the proposed amendments is the 
question: is it possible to expand for-
est cover while at the same time mak-
ing it convenient for businesses to put 
forest land to non-forestry use? “The 
proposed amendments show that [the 
term] ‘green’ cover is being confused with 
‘forest’ cover, which encapsulates many 
things, including the lives of communities 
dependent on them,” says Kanchi Kohli, 
senior researcher at the Centre for Policy 
Research, New Delhi. “The assumption 
that land freed for plantation will neces-
sarily be used for that purpose is specula-
tive. These lands can be acquired by the 
government or put to any use by a private 
agency. The bigger issue is that forests are 
not seen as contributing to the economy.” 

Former Indian Forest Service (IFS) 
officer Manoj Mishra says the issue of 
land use change that the FCA dwells on 
(essentially banning non-forest use of 
forest land) is being confused with the 
process of granting permission to fell 
trees. “The relaxations being considered 
in the amendments are misplaced and go 
against the ‘doctrine of non-regression’ 
[in environmental law].” (The doctrine 
of non-regression allows amendments in 
the law as long as they do not contravene 
the fundamental objectives of the law.) 
Mishra says the goal of expanding green 
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was taken up by roads and power lines. 
Around 12 per cent was used to raise 
dams. Of the 1.5 million hectares divert-
ed after 1980, when the FCA came into 
effect, around 35 per cent came under 
mining; roads and power lines took up 
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ronment,” says Dr Madhu Verma, chief 
economist, World Resources Institute. 
“International conventions, such as the 
Bonn Challenge, target land degrada-
tion neutrality over 350 million hectares 
by 2030 (essentially restoring 350 mil-
lion hectares of degraded/ deforested 
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on these commitments?” 

CPI(M) leader Brinda Karat has 
written to environment minister 
Bhupender Yadav saying the pro-
posed amendments to the FCA will 
only facilitate the ‘takeover’ of for-
ests by corporates. But there are oth-
ers who see merit in the move. “The 
FCA should never have been applied 
on private land. It has undoubtedly 
had a detrimental effect on promot-
ing forest cover,” says R.N. Saxena, 
former principal chief conservator of 
forests, Madhya Pradesh. However, he 
is guarded on the proposed move to 
waive FCA clearances for land allocat-
ed for railways and highways prior to 
1980. “The Indian Forest Act only gave 
right of way to linear projects with-
out denotifying forests. Waiving FCA 
clearances for these linear projects will 
impact wildlife, especially elephants.”

Is the government’s stated agenda 
of greening India by freeing private for-
est lands for plantation a serviceable 
objective? Can reasonable restraints be 
placed on overexploitation of ‘forest’ 
land outside the ambit of the amended 
FCA? Do the amendments have a  
commanding oversight of the big-
picture environmental objectives? The 
jury is still out on those questions. n
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cover or plantations on private land 
is linked to how easy it is to secure 
permission to fell trees. “Many states 
have eased rules for felling, which 
has promoted plantation,” he says. 

The Forest Advisory Committee 
(FAC) under the FCA has played a 
crucial role in conserving forests or at 
least slowing down diversion of for-
est land. According to the MoEFCC, 
between 1950 and 1980, about 4.5 
million hectares of forest land (an 
average 0.15 million or 150,000 
hectares a year) was diverted for non-
forest use. After the FCA came into 
effect, by the early 2000s, such diver-
sion had shrunk to an average 16,000 
hectares a year. In the 40 years of 
FCA, only 1.5 million hectares of for-
est land has been diverted, the min-
istry claims. However, says Mishra: 
“The working of the FAC should be 
less ad hoc; it should meet regularly. 
At present, whenever permission is 
granted for a project, the developer 
cries delays while civil society groups 
claim the FAC rushed through the 
proposals.” 

What have our forests given way 
to over the decades? Between 1950 
and 1980, 60 per cent of the diverted 
land went into agriculture; 3 per cent 

DEFINING FORESTS
The definition of forests is an evolving 
one. To begin with, land was notified 
as forests under the Indian Forest 

Acts of 1865, 1878 and 1927. After the 
Forest Conservation Act (FCA) of 1980 
came into effect, governments issued 

circulars bringing ‘revenue forests’ 
under the definition of forests. For 
example, the ‘chhote bade jhaad ka 

jungle’ in Madhya Pradesh and Chhat-
tisgarh and the ‘Jhudpi’ jungle in Maha-
rashtra. Following the 1996 Supreme 
Court verdict, states began defining 

forests as per their geographical 
conditions. In MP, any area with a tree 

density of 200 trees per hectare is 
deemed a forest. The UN’s Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) defines 
forest as “land with tree canopy cover 
of more than 10 per cent and area of 

over 0.5 hectares”.

GREEN BELT  
The forested hills of 
Kalwar Nagur in Balod 
district of Chhattisgarh
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[in the state assembly],” he told report-
ers on September 22. “We could win 
many more.” About a month later, he is a 
worried man, uncertain if his colleagues 
Lobo and Rane will support him in his 
mission to sweep the state. 

Lobo, minister for ports, is report-
edly upset that the BJP high command 
seems unwilling to give his wife, Delilah, 
a ticket for the Siolim constituency. “As 
of now, I am contesting on a BJP ticket 
from Calangute,” says Lobo. “If [that 
does not happen], the people will choose 
my party.” Lobo is influential in at least 
three constituencies—Calangute, Siolim 
and Saligao. On October 2, he accom-
panied the BJP’s Goa election in-charge 
Devendra Fadnavis to New Delhi to 
meet with Union home minister Shah; 
on October 14, when Shah visited Goa, 
Lobo reportedly kept a low profile. There 
is also speculation he could return to the 
Congress, his original party. 

O
n October 14, while on a 
tour of Goa, Union home 
minister Amit Shah got a 
glimpse of how faction-

alised the BJP’s state unit has become. 
At a meeting of the party’s core com-
mittee in Panaji, attended by Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant, two minis-
ters—Mauvin Godinho and Vishwajeet 
Rane—openly complained to Shah 
about how Sawant ignores their advice 
on governance matters. The state unit is 
also divided on whether the BJP should 
go solo in the upcoming assembly elec-
tion, scheduled for February 2022. 
Sources say the home minister’s advice 
on the day boiled down to one line—
ensure, at all costs, that Goa’s opposi-
tion parties do not come together.

In its bid to win a third term, the 
BJP’s Goa unit faces its biggest chal-
lenge in a decade, with the dissidence in 
its ranks putting a bounce in the stride 
of a resurgent opposition. On paper, 
heavyweights like Pramod Sawant, 
Chandrakant Kavalekar, Vishwajeet 
Rane and Michael Lobo lend the state 
BJP heft, but their contesting ambi-
tions could spell disaster for the party. 
Other major state leaders—including 
the Congress’ Digambar Kamat, the 
TMC’s (Trinamool Congress) Luizinho 
Faleiro, the MGP’s (Maharashtrawadi 
Gomantak Party) Sudin Dhavalikar and 
the GFP’s (Goa Forward Party) Vijai 
Sardesai—further complicate Goa’s 
electoral landscape. 

At the beginning of September, 
the BJP government looked confident, 
rolling out state-sponsored freebies 
like 16,000 litres of water free to all 

Similarly, Vishwajeet Rane has 
demanded a ticket for his wife, Dr Divya  
Rane, from Poriem, a constituency nur-
tured by his father Pratapsinh Rane 
for over five decades. If she is denied 
a ticket and chooses to contest as an 
Independent, that would no doubt 
embarrass the party. That the BJP no 
longer feels as secure as it once did was 
also evident in state president Sadanand 
Tanavade’s statement on October 15 
that its “doors were open” to regional 
groups like the MGP, despite their rocky 
recent history. Tanavade’s statement 
comes at a time when Goa’s electoral 
landscape seems altered by the TMC’s 
arrival, with former state Congress 
president Luizinho Faleiro joining 
Mamata Banerjee’s camp on September 
29. On October 11, Prasad Gaonkar, an 
independent MLA from Sanguem, also 
announced he would join the TMC, say-
ing he would probably do so “after the 

last assembly session”.
With its “Goenchi navi sakal 

(A new dawn for Goa)” slogan, the 
TMC has been aggressively cam-
paigning across the state. In a move 
that could potentially reshape Goa’s 
political landscape, TMC strategist 
Prashant Kishor has offered Vijai 
Sardesai the option of merging his 
GFP into the TMC. Sardesai, whose 
hopes to align with the Congress 
seem to have fizzled, is seriously 
considering the offer. “We will take 
a call on this proposal after Diwali,” 
he says. Sardesai’s hopes may have 
lifted after Kishor announced that 
the TMC would name its chief 
ministerial nominee for Goa in 
December, and that it won’t be 
Faleiro. Close aides say Sardesai 
may hold out for the top job, but in 
a sign the GFP is interested, work-
ing president Kiran Kandolkar, in 
October, equated Mamata Banerjee 
with Goddess Durga, saying, “We 
will bring Bengal’s Durga [to Goa] 
to eliminate [the BJP].”

The MGP has also been play-
ing hardball with the BJP, fielding 
candidates in 12 constituencies in 
north Goa, a BJP stronghold. Sudin 
Dhavalikar, an MGP leader, said on 
October 17 that an alliance with the 
BJP would be suicidal. “The BJP 
has ditched us thrice in the past,” he 
said. “We are going solo.” 

With the Congress not a serious 
contender, the MGP going alone 
and AAP (Aam Aadmi Party) fail-
ing to make a splash, opposition 
hopes are increasingly focused on 
the TMC-GFP combine. Home 
minister Shah knows this as well—
he announced on October 14 that 
he would return to Goa after a 
fortnight to draft the poll strategy. 
Though the BJP’s famed electoral 
muscle failed against the TMC in 
Bengal, the battle for Goa is anoth-
er matchup, except that Mamata’s 
resurgent TMC is the newbie chal-
lenger in this western state. n
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households. Chief Minister Sawant also 
began an outreach tour, visiting each 
of the state’s 40 assembly constituen-
cies and promoting his schemes under 
a programme called ‘sarkar tumchya 
dari (government at your doorstep)’. 
So pleased was he with the public 
response that he reportedly predicted 
the BJP would win a majority by itself. 
“The figure 22 is just the majority mark 

UPFRONT
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Union home minister Amit Shah 
with Goa chief minister Pramod 
Sawant in Panaji on October 14
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[in the state assembly],” he told report-
ers on September 22. “We could win 
many more.” About a month later, he is a 
worried man, uncertain if his colleagues 
Lobo and Rane will support him in his 
mission to sweep the state. 

Lobo, minister for ports, is report-
edly upset that the BJP high command 
seems unwilling to give his wife, Delilah, 
a ticket for the Siolim constituency. “As 
of now, I am contesting on a BJP ticket 
from Calangute,” says Lobo. “If [that 
does not happen], the people will choose 
my party.” Lobo is influential in at least 
three constituencies—Calangute, Siolim 
and Saligao. On October 2, he accom-
panied the BJP’s Goa election in-charge 
Devendra Fadnavis to New Delhi to 
meet with Union home minister Shah; 
on October 14, when Shah visited Goa, 
Lobo reportedly kept a low profile. There 
is also speculation he could return to the 
Congress, his original party. 

O
n October 14, while on a 
tour of Goa, Union home 
minister Amit Shah got a 
glimpse of how faction-

alised the BJP’s state unit has become. 
At a meeting of the party’s core com-
mittee in Panaji, attended by Chief 
Minister Pramod Sawant, two minis-
ters—Mauvin Godinho and Vishwajeet 
Rane—openly complained to Shah 
about how Sawant ignores their advice 
on governance matters. The state unit is 
also divided on whether the BJP should 
go solo in the upcoming assembly elec-
tion, scheduled for February 2022. 
Sources say the home minister’s advice 
on the day boiled down to one line—
ensure, at all costs, that Goa’s opposi-
tion parties do not come together.

In its bid to win a third term, the 
BJP’s Goa unit faces its biggest chal-
lenge in a decade, with the dissidence in 
its ranks putting a bounce in the stride 
of a resurgent opposition. On paper, 
heavyweights like Pramod Sawant, 
Chandrakant Kavalekar, Vishwajeet 
Rane and Michael Lobo lend the state 
BJP heft, but their contesting ambi-
tions could spell disaster for the party. 
Other major state leaders—including 
the Congress’ Digambar Kamat, the 
TMC’s (Trinamool Congress) Luizinho 
Faleiro, the MGP’s (Maharashtrawadi 
Gomantak Party) Sudin Dhavalikar and 
the GFP’s (Goa Forward Party) Vijai 
Sardesai—further complicate Goa’s 
electoral landscape. 

At the beginning of September, 
the BJP government looked confident, 
rolling out state-sponsored freebies 
like 16,000 litres of water free to all 

Similarly, Vishwajeet Rane has 
demanded a ticket for his wife, Dr Divya  
Rane, from Poriem, a constituency nur-
tured by his father Pratapsinh Rane 
for over five decades. If she is denied 
a ticket and chooses to contest as an 
Independent, that would no doubt 
embarrass the party. That the BJP no 
longer feels as secure as it once did was 
also evident in state president Sadanand 
Tanavade’s statement on October 15 
that its “doors were open” to regional 
groups like the MGP, despite their rocky 
recent history. Tanavade’s statement 
comes at a time when Goa’s electoral 
landscape seems altered by the TMC’s 
arrival, with former state Congress 
president Luizinho Faleiro joining 
Mamata Banerjee’s camp on September 
29. On October 11, Prasad Gaonkar, an 
independent MLA from Sanguem, also 
announced he would join the TMC, say-
ing he would probably do so “after the 

last assembly session”.
With its “Goenchi navi sakal 

(A new dawn for Goa)” slogan, the 
TMC has been aggressively cam-
paigning across the state. In a move 
that could potentially reshape Goa’s 
political landscape, TMC strategist 
Prashant Kishor has offered Vijai 
Sardesai the option of merging his 
GFP into the TMC. Sardesai, whose 
hopes to align with the Congress 
seem to have fizzled, is seriously 
considering the offer. “We will take 
a call on this proposal after Diwali,” 
he says. Sardesai’s hopes may have 
lifted after Kishor announced that 
the TMC would name its chief 
ministerial nominee for Goa in 
December, and that it won’t be 
Faleiro. Close aides say Sardesai 
may hold out for the top job, but in 
a sign the GFP is interested, work-
ing president Kiran Kandolkar, in 
October, equated Mamata Banerjee 
with Goddess Durga, saying, “We 
will bring Bengal’s Durga [to Goa] 
to eliminate [the BJP].”

The MGP has also been play-
ing hardball with the BJP, fielding 
candidates in 12 constituencies in 
north Goa, a BJP stronghold. Sudin 
Dhavalikar, an MGP leader, said on 
October 17 that an alliance with the 
BJP would be suicidal. “The BJP 
has ditched us thrice in the past,” he 
said. “We are going solo.” 

With the Congress not a serious 
contender, the MGP going alone 
and AAP (Aam Aadmi Party) fail-
ing to make a splash, opposition 
hopes are increasingly focused on 
the TMC-GFP combine. Home 
minister Shah knows this as well—
he announced on October 14 that 
he would return to Goa after a 
fortnight to draft the poll strategy. 
Though the BJP’s famed electoral 
muscle failed against the TMC in 
Bengal, the battle for Goa is anoth-
er matchup, except that Mamata’s 
resurgent TMC is the newbie chal-
lenger in this western state. n
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THE ALPHA  
LEAGUE

CALL IT THE POWER OF RESILIENCE, 
but many of the 50 stalwarts featured in these 

pages have been around for several editions 
of our High and Mighty annual. No doubt it’s 
good to be insulated with a carapace of power, 
wealth and fame during a global health crisis 
and the attendant economic meltdown—and 
this is already our second ‘Power People’ list 
since the pande mic began. Still, holding on 

to the reins of success in a year when so many 
have been laid low is not a feat of privilege 
alone. In these precarious times, the most 
prominent figures of Indian business, cul-

ture and entertainment—call them the civil-
ian elite—can only remain at the pinnacle by 

staying relevant. Veterans of industry kept 
the wheels of manufacturing turning while 
responding to the crisis of the second wave 

by helping to supply essential equipment and 
services. Those with a digital orientation got 

a massive boost due to the pandemic. Pharma 
majors have inevitably acquired a new aura of 
celebrity and influence by delivering the most 
necessary medicines. And as the terrors of the 
pandemic give way to a fragile sense of hope, 

our list also acknowledges the talent and char-
acter of those who kept us entertained, opti-

mistic, even united through our darkest days.

POWER 
PEOPLE

H I G H  &  M I G H T Y

B E C A U S E  he is seeking to future-proof Reli-
ance Industries’ (RIL) hydrocarbon portfo-
lio by moving away from fossil fuels towards 
renewable energy with Rs 75,000 crore in 
investment, and setting up the 5,000-acre 
Dhirubhai Ambani Green Energy Giga 
Complex in Jamnagar, slated to be among 
the world’s largest such integrated renew-
able energy facilities. Plans include investing 
in an integrated solar photovoltaic module 
factory besides others for advanced energy 
storage batteries, electrolysers and fuel cells, 
and has already stitched up deals worth Rs 
9,300 crore with firms such as Ambri, REC 
Solar, Sterling & Wilson Solar, NexWafe and 
Stiesdal A/S in the past four months

B E C A U S E  India’s largest private sector 
com pany posted a consolidated turnover 

Chairman & MD, 
Reliance Industries

M U K E S H  
A M B A N I ,  6 4

AUDACIOUS 
AMBITIONS of Rs 5.39 lakh crore for FY21 and 

profits of Rs 53,739 crore des pite a 
challeng ing business environment. 
RIL, which owns the world’s biggest oil 
refining complex in Jamnagar, capable 
of processing 1.4 million barrels of 
pet roleum a day, rebranded its refinery 
& petrochem interests as an O2C (oil 
to chemicals) business in 2020-21 to 
acc elerate deci sion-making and pursue 
focused opportunities

B E C A U S E  he raised Rs 2.6 lakh crore 
in FY21 to fund his big plans, includ-
ing Rs 1.52 lakh crore from Facebook 
and Google for Jio Platforms, Rs 
47,265 crore from global private equi-
ty funds for Reliance Retail, Rs 53,124 
crore by way of RIL’s rights issue and 
Rs 7,629 crore from UK energy giant 
BP for a fuel retailing par t nership. In 

August 2019, Jio had announced a 
10-year deal with Microsoft to set up a 
countrywide network of data centres

B E C A U S E  he turned RIL’s telecom and 
retail businesses profitable, with Jio 
Platforms’ consolidated net profit at 
Rs 12,534 crore on revenues of 
Rs 86,493 crore in FY21, and India’s 
largest fashion retailer Reliance 
Retail’s net profit at Rs 5,481 crore on 
revenues of Rs 1.58 lakh crore, even as 
traditional businesses prospered

B E C A U S E  the RIL stock continues 
to be the darling of investors, with 
its market capitalisation (share price 
multiplied by the number of publicly 
held shares) at Rs 17.11 lakh crore as 
on October 14, the highest among 
listed Indian companies

B E C A U S E  he is India’s richest person, 
who has a net worth of $92 billion 
(Rs 6.9 lakh crore), as per the latest 
Forbes list

H I G H  O N  E N E R G Y  A voracious 
reader, he devours books on new 
energy, often reading till late into 
the night. He also consumes videos 
and podcasts on the subject

G R A N D PA  D U T Y  He sets aside a 
few hours every day for grandson 
Prithvi, son of Akash Ambani and 
Shloka Mehta

C O V I D  F I G H T E R  Reliance Founda-
tion set up India’s first dedicated 
Covid hospital in Mumbai. It also 
rapidly scaled up its operations to 
provide 2,300 Covid beds
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  POWER PEOPLE

Chairman,  
Adani Group

G A U TA M 
A D A N I ,  5 9

B E C A U S E  when most 
businesses are conserving 
cash and curtailing invest-
ment, this first-generation 
businessman is aggres-
sively expanding the Adani 
empire in infrastructure 
sectors such as roads, 
power, airports and solar 
energy, creating over $100 
billion (Rs 7.5 lakh crore) 
in shareholder value

B E C A U S E  the group’s six 
listed firms in the areas of 
ports, roads, power, clean 
energy and mining gener-
ated an income of 
Rs 96,754 crore in FY21 
and had a market capi-
talisation of $122 billion 
(over Rs 9 lakh crore) as on 
October 19

B E C A U S E  he has emerged 
as India’s biggest private 
airports operator in three 
years, with group sub-
sidiary Adani Airports 
taking over operations of  
seven airports last year, 
including the country’s 
second busiest, Mumbai, 
and will also operate the 
under-construction Navi 
Mumbai airport

B E C A U S E  he is giving 
a big push to the clean 
energy business, announc-

ing investments of over 
$20 billion (Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore) to set up equipment 
manufacturing units and 
infrastructure over the 
next 10 years

B E C A U S E  he forayed into 
the transformational 
digital business linking 
data centres, super apps 
and industrial clouds dur-
ing the pandemic, creating 
AdaniConneX, a data cen-
tre joint venture between 
AEL and EdgeConneX, 
to develop 1 GW of data 
centre capacity over the 
coming decade

H E L P I N G  H A N D  Used the 
group’s air, land, road, rail 
and sea-based logistics 
network to distrib-
ute oxygen across the 
country to needy Covid 
patients, procuring 48 
cryogenic tanks capable 
of carrying 780 tonnes 
of liquid oxygen in May. 
The Adani Foundation 
pulled 33,000 children 
out of malnourishment, 
one of the largest private 
programmes of its kind in 
the country

F A S T  L A N E  Proud owner 
of a fleet of luxury cars, 
including a red Ferrari

THE RISE AND RISE
CAPTAIN 
COOL

Chairman, Aditya 
Birla Group

K U M A R 
M A N G A L A M 
B I R L A ,  5 4

B E C A U S E  his timely intervention 
through a letter to the Centre on the 
health of the telecom sector and his 
meetings with officials and policy-
makers highlighting Vodafone-Idea’s 
woes paved the way for a range of 
relief measures to Indian telcos

B E C A U S E  he has invested ahead of 
the cycle in India’s growth story de-
spite the pandemic, with the over $45 
billion (Rs 3.37 lakh crore) Aditya 
Birla Group committing to invest 
$5 billion (Rs 37,500 crore) in fresh 
capex in just the past 12 months   

B E C A U S E  his companies have consis-
tently created value for shareholders, 
with the group clocking the second-
fastest growth in market capitalisa-
tion this year at $73.5 billion (around 
Rs 5.5 lakh crore) as in mid-October

B E C A U S E  the group’s flagship  
com pany Grasim, born 10 days 
after Independence, is flourishing 
at 75, with annual sales of over $10 
billion (Rs 75,000 crore) across sec-
tors as diverse as textiles, chemicals 
and cement

B E C A U S E  he is taking India’s ethnic 
fashion and traditional craftsman-
ship to high-street New York. The 
past 18 months have seen the group 

acquire iconic luxury brands such 
as Sabyasachi, Tarun Tahiliani and 
Shantanu & Nikhil

B E C A U S E  he made a bold foray 
into the fast-growing, highly-com-
petitive paints industry with a Rs 
5,000 crore investment in January

E C O - F R I E N D LY  Group company 
UltraTech became India’s first and 
Asia’s second company to raise glo-
bal capital through green bonds in 
February. The sustainability-linked 
issue was oversubscribed 7 times

F U T U R E  P E R F E C T  BITS Pilani, 

backed by the Aditya Birla 
Group, launched a world-class 
business school in Mumbai, BITS 
School of Management, with 
global faculty in January

F A S T  F O R WA R D  The group’s stu-
dio Applause disrupted the OTT 
space with binge-worthy shows 
like Scam 1992, Hostages, Crimi-
nal Justice in the past year

PA PA’ S  F AV O U R I T E  Daughter 
Ananya teamed up with music 
composer A.R. Rahman to release 
a cheer song for the Ind ian team 
headed for the Tokyo Olympics
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  POWER PEOPLE

SPREADING 
WINGS

Chairman Emeritus, 
Tata Sons

R ATA N  TATA ,  8 3

B E C A U S E  Tata Trusts, of which 
he is chairman, swung into ac-
tion when the pandemic began, 
committing an initial Rs 500 
crore, upgrading four govern-
ment hospitals in Uttar Pradesh 
and Maharashtra into Covid 
treatment centres and handing 
them to the state governments, 
and tying up with CMC Vellore 
and the Care Institute of Health 
Sciences in Hyderabad to assist 
healthcare professionals. The 
curated on-line training pro-
gramme, offered for free, covered 
staff from over 2,340 hospitals in 
28 states and Union territories

B E C A U S E  Tata Trusts initiated a 
support programme to assist mi-
grant workers in the aftermath of 
Covid-19, linking them with gov-
ernment schemes. About 1.6 mil-
lion households were registered 
under the project, 1.9 million 
applications were submitted, and 
a monetary benefit amounting to 
Rs 125 crore was delivered

B E C A U S E  all actions of the 
salt-to-software Tata Group last 
year had his stamp of approval, 
including the bid for Air India, 
which the group won on Oct. 8

L O S T  L O V E  A sworn bachelor, 
Tata almost got married to 
someone he met in Los An-
geles where he worked as an 
architect, in the 1960s, but her 
parents were unhappy about 
her going to India due to the 
1962 Indo-China war

S W E E T  S U C C E S S  Grew emo-
tional after winning the Air In-
dia bid, saying JRD, his mentor 
and predecessor at Tata Sons,  
“would have been overjoyed if 
he was in our midst today”

A D V I S O R  I N  C H I E F  Remains 
a significant mentor to start-
ups, with personal investment 
in over 20 Indian companies, 
including Ola Electric, Cure.fit, 
FirstCry and Urban Company

THE MONEY MASTER

MD & CEO,  
Kotak Mahindra Bank

U D AY  KO TA K ,  6 2

B E C A U S E  he helped 
recove r over 60 per 
cent of IL&FS’s 
outstanding debt of 
around Rs 94,000 
crore by October this 
year after the Centre 
called upon him to 
revive the troubled 
non-ban king finan-
cial firm as its chair-
man in 2018

B E C A U S E  Kotak 
Mahindra is India’s 
fourth-largest private 
bank with Rs 2.23 
lakh crore in advanc-
es as on March 31, 
2021; Rs 6,965 crore 
net profit, Rs 2.8 lakh 
crore deposits in the 
year and Rs 65,472 
crore capital reserves

B E C A U S E  he is build-
ing the group’s muscle 
through acquisitions 
such as taking over 
Volkswagen Finance’s 
vehicle financing 
portfolio in Septem-
ber, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank acquiring a 
9.99 per cent stake in 
investor and issuer 
servicing platform 
KFin Technologies, 
and a similar stake in 
Tata firm Ferbine

B E C A U S E  the digital 
disruption in finan-
cial services saw his 
bank’s mobile app 
transaction vol umes 
grow 128 per cent 
and value up 51 per 
cent in FY21

B E C A U S E  he was 
the world’s richest 
banker with a net 
worth of $16 billion 
(Rs 1.2 lakh crore) 
in the Blo omberg 
Billionaires Index in 
December 2020

B E C A U S E  with the 
RBI giving him a 
three-year extension 
as CEO last Decem-
ber, he’d have spent 
20 years at the bank’s 
helm when his tenure 
expires in 2023

U N W I N D  T I M E  Loved 
Netflix series Medici 
about the medieval 
Florence banker. 
The Crown is his 
other favourite  

B E C A U S E  JSW Steel, 
India’s second largest steel 
maker, is eyeing the top slot 
and started production at a 
new 5 million tonnes (mt) 
per year hot strip mill at its 
Dolvi plant in Maharashtra 
in April, taking the com-
pany’s steelmaking capacity 
to 23 mt

B E C A U S E  JSW Steel 
became the first company 
in the steel sector globally 
to issue a sustainability-
linked bond in a hard cur-

rency, and raised $1 billion 
(Rs 7,500 crore) in the 
dollar bond markets in 
September

B E C A U S E  group firm JSW 
Energy is betting big on 
renewables and signed a 
contract with GE Renew-
able Energy in October 
to supply 810 MW of 
onshore wind turbines for 
its under-construction 
pipeline of around 2.5 GW 
of renewable projects in 
India. JSW Energy has set 

a target of 50 per cent re-
duction in carbon footprint 
by 2030, carbon neutrality 
by 2050  

B E C A U S E  the World Steel 
Association has elected 
Jindal as its chairman for 
2021-22, the first represen-
tative from India to serve at 
the association’s helm  

P R O U D  M O M E N T  When 
Neeraj Chopra, who 
trained at the group’s 
Inspire Institute of Spo-
rts, won Olympic gold. 
Takes an active interest 
in sports through JSW 
Sports, which is associ-
ated with teams such as 
Bengaluru FC, Delhi Capi-
tals and Haryana Steel-
ers and top athletes like 
Chopra and Sakshi Malik

S A J J A N 
J I N D A L ,  6 1
Chairman, 
JSW Group

Heavy Mettle
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year after the Centre 
called upon him to 
revive the troubled 
non-ban king finan-
cial firm as its chair-
man in 2018

B E C A U S E  Kotak 
Mahindra is India’s 
fourth-largest private 
bank with Rs 2.23 
lakh crore in advanc-
es as on March 31, 
2021; Rs 6,965 crore 
net profit, Rs 2.8 lakh 
crore deposits in the 
year and Rs 65,472 
crore capital reserves

B E C A U S E  he is build-
ing the group’s muscle 
through acquisitions 
such as taking over 
Volkswagen Finance’s 
vehicle financing 
portfolio in Septem-
ber, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank acquiring a 
9.99 per cent stake in 
investor and issuer 
servicing platform 
KFin Technologies, 
and a similar stake in 
Tata firm Ferbine

B E C A U S E  the digital 
disruption in finan-
cial services saw his 
bank’s mobile app 
transaction vol umes 
grow 128 per cent 
and value up 51 per 
cent in FY21

B E C A U S E  he was 
the world’s richest 
banker with a net 
worth of $16 billion 
(Rs 1.2 lakh crore) 
in the Blo omberg 
Billionaires Index in 
December 2020

B E C A U S E  with the 
RBI giving him a 
three-year extension 
as CEO last Decem-
ber, he’d have spent 
20 years at the bank’s 
helm when his tenure 
expires in 2023

U N W I N D  T I M E  Loved 
Netflix series Medici 
about the medieval 
Florence banker. 
The Crown is his 
other favourite  

B E C A U S E  JSW Steel, 
India’s second largest steel 
maker, is eyeing the top slot 
and started production at a 
new 5 million tonnes (mt) 
per year hot strip mill at its 
Dolvi plant in Maharashtra 
in April, taking the com-
pany’s steelmaking capacity 
to 23 mt

B E C A U S E  JSW Steel 
became the first company 
in the steel sector globally 
to issue a sustainability-
linked bond in a hard cur-

rency, and raised $1 billion 
(Rs 7,500 crore) in the 
dollar bond markets in 
September

B E C A U S E  group firm JSW 
Energy is betting big on 
renewables and signed a 
contract with GE Renew-
able Energy in October 
to supply 810 MW of 
onshore wind turbines for 
its under-construction 
pipeline of around 2.5 GW 
of renewable projects in 
India. JSW Energy has set 

a target of 50 per cent re-
duction in carbon footprint 
by 2030, carbon neutrality 
by 2050  

B E C A U S E  the World Steel 
Association has elected 
Jindal as its chairman for 
2021-22, the first represen-
tative from India to serve at 
the association’s helm  

P R O U D  M O M E N T  When 
Neeraj Chopra, who 
trained at the group’s 
Inspire Institute of Spo-
rts, won Olympic gold. 
Takes an active interest 
in sports through JSW 
Sports, which is associ-
ated with teams such as 
Bengaluru FC, Delhi Capi-
tals and Haryana Steel-
ers and top athletes like 
Chopra and Sakshi Malik

S A J J A N 
J I N D A L ,  6 1
Chairman, 
JSW Group

Heavy Mettle
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S U N I L  B H A R T I 
M I T TA L ,  6 3
Chairman, Bharti 
Enterprises

B E C A U S E  in a year that saw major 
telcos, such as Vodafone Idea, struggle 
for survival, Bharti Airtel took market 
leader Reliance Jio head on, adding 
3.8 million subscribers this June to 
take its mobile user base to over 350 
million. Some analysts say the company 
may report better average revenue per 
user and stronger sequential growth in 
mobile revenue than Jio in the second 
quarter of FY22. The group plans to 
invest $673 million (Rs 5,050 crore) to 
expand its data centre business

B E C A U S E  the planned fleet of 648 Low 
Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites of its sub-
sidiary OneWeb will bring high-speed, 
low-latency connectivity to India’s 
remotest corners, on land, water and 
air. OneWeb is the first private player to 
launch satellites from ISRO facilities

B E C A U S E  Mittal has, in many ways, 
defined India’s telecom story—from 
calling out abysmally low tariffs to rec-
ommending that telcos share infra-
structure so that the Indian telecom 
market is not reduced to a duopoly

B U S I N E S S  M A N T R A  Employee first. 
“In the past few years, I have realised 
that people who work with you are 
the most important. In a service 
industry, if my employees aren’t 
happy, we’ll never satisfy our cus-
tomers,” he says

THE FIGHTER

  POWER PEOPLE

Photograph by BANDEEP SINGH
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Chairman, Tata Sons

N .  C H A N D R A S E K A R A N ,  5 8

B E C A U S E  under his watch, group 
companies have turned around, 
with 29 publicly-listed Tata firms 
touching a combined market 
capita lisation of $242 billion 
(around Rs 18 lakh crore) as on 
March 31. At Rs 13.54 lakh crore 
(as on October 19), TCS had the 
second highest m-cap among listed 
companies

B E C A U S E  Tata Motors registered 
69 per cent year on year growth in 
FY21 des pite zero sales in lock-
down-hit April 2020, and posted 
revenues of Rs 47,031 crore, up 7 
per cent over the year before. It is 
planning a portfolio of 10 electric 
vehicles in five years

B E C A U S E  as part of his ‘One Tata’ 
strategy to simplify, synergise and 
scale up Tata businesses, the group 
is working towards massive debt 
reduction, digitisation and acquisi-
tions. In May, Tata Digital acquired 
a majority stake in online grocery 
firm BigBasket, and in fitness start-
up CureFit in June. The group will 
soon launch TataNeu, a “super app” 
for all consumer services

L O N G  H A U L  Taking up running 
at the age of 44, Chandra, as he’s 
fondly called, often goes running 
with staff and business partners 
while on business trips

ON A MISSION  
FOR ‘ONE  
TATA’

POWER PEOPLE  

Founder 
Chairman, 
Wipro

A Z I M  
P R E M J I ,  7 6
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YASIR IQBAL

B E C A U S E  he topped the 
2020 EdelGive Hurun 
India Philanthropy List 
with a donat ion of 
Rs 7,904 crore

B E C A U S E  at a time of few 
internati onal deals, Wipro 
bought UK management 
and tech consultancy firm 
Capco for $1.5 billion (Rs 
11,250 crore) in March. It 
also acquired the IT units of 
leading German wholesale 
firm Metro AG for $700 
million (Rs 5,250 crore) last 
December, and Australian 
firm Ampion, a provider 

of cyber security, DevOps 
and quality engineering 
services, this April 

B E C A U S E  the company 
plans to invest $1 billion 
(Rs 7,500 crore) in cloud 
technologies, capabilities, 
acq uisitions and partner-
ships over the next 3 years

B E C A U S E  at the beginning 
of the pandemic, Wipro, 
Wipro Enterpri ses and 
Azim Premji Foundation 
together committed Rs 
1,125 crore for Covid relief, 
increasing it to 

Rs 2,125 crore in May 2021 
to expand its work on vac-
cination 

H U M B L E  S TA R T  With 
just Rs 2 per week, his 
grandfather M.H. Hasham 
Premji managed to build 
one of the largest rice 
trading businesses that 
has evolved into a diverse, 
multibillion-dollar enter-
prise 75 years later

MR GENEROSITY
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B E C A U S E  Nilekani 
has emerged as 
troubleshooter #1 for 
the government—
from giving inputs on 
the ongoing fintech 
revolution in India to 
resolving issues with 
GSTN and the new 
income tax portal. He 
had convinced Prime 
Minister Modi and 
former finance min-
ister Arun Jaitley to 
persist with Aadhaar 
and the Direct Ben-
efit Transfer scheme. 
Nilekani was called 
back to Infosys—the 
second-largest Indian 
IT company after 
TCS—in 2017 after 
the sudden depar-

ture of its CEO and a 
boardroom shake-up

B E C A U S E  he has 
been at the forefront 
of India’s digital 
revolution, from 
setting up Infosys in 
1981 to now steering 
the digital payments 
campaign as head of 
the RBI committee 
on digital payments 

B E C A U S E  Nilekani, 
among the 100 rich-
est Indians in 2021 
with a net worth 
of $3.4 billion (Rs 
25,585 crore), has 
pledged half his 
wealth to philan-
thropy. He teamed 

up with Ratan Tata 
to launch Avanti Fi-
nance and offer micro 
loans to the poor 

B E C A U S E  Nilekani 
has been nurturing 
start-ups in India. He 
backs Fundamentum 
Partnership, a $100 
million (Rs 750 crore) 
venture capital fund 
for tech companies  

L O O K I N G  A H E A D 
“Covid-19 widened 
the digital divide. 
We must design ap-
plications in a  
way that even peo-
ple who don’t have 
access to devices 
can participate” 

DIGITAL EVANGELIST

Co-founder, Infosys; former 
Chairman, UIDAI 

N A N D A N  N I L E K A N I ,  6 6

B E C A U S E  he gets busier as he gets 
older. Be it TV, where he hosts the 
popular quiz show Kaun Banega 
Crorepati, or the big screen, where 
he will be seen alongside Ajay 
Devgn (Mayday), Ranbir Kapoor 
(Brahmastra), Prabhas (untitled 
project) and Deepika Padukone 
(remake of Hollywood film The 
Intern), Big B is a long way from 
hanging up his thespian gloves

B E C A U S E  he aces even the good 
samaritan act. From arranging 
oxygen concentrators, ventilators 
and other medical equipment for 
hospitals to donating money to set 
up Covid facilities in Mumbai, the 
star has been in action throughout 
the pandemic

B E C A U S E  if there’s a health issue 

to advocate for, he is the favoured 
candidate. Bachchan lent his 
voice to telephone messages for a 
government campaign promoting 
Covid-19 safety protocols, moti-
vated frontline workers and raised 
awareness about mental health  

B O L  B A C H C H A N  Became the first 
Indian celebrity to have his voice 
featured on Amazon’s Alexa. 
On the device, ‘Amit ji’ narrates 
anecdotes, recites his father’s 
poems and motivational quotes

W R I T E  WAY  On Twitter, he num-
bers his tweets, on Tumblr he 
categorises his entries by day

U P  N E X T  Jhund with Sairat 
director Nagraj Manjule, Ekta 
Kapoor’s Goodbye

Our 
Forever 
Idol
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B E C A U S E  the 
Serum Institute of 
India (SII) has been 
a leading player in 
helping India reach 
its Covid vaccina-
tion targets. Close 
to 89 per cent of the 
977 million doses 
administered so 
far have been of 
Covishield, manu-
factured by SII

B E C A U S E  the 
Poonawallas are 
working with CII 
to supply Covid 
vaccines to India’s 
remote parts. SII 
has reduced the 
price of Covishield 

for states by Rs 100 
to encourage more 
vaccinations

B E C A U S E  the 
Poonawallas took a 
calculated risk and 
invested heavily in 
Covid vaccine pro-
duction. SII spent 
Rs 4,000 crore on 
building the world’s 
largest multi-
functional product 
facility in Pune. In 
February 2021, the 
Adar Poonawalla-
controlled Rising 
Sun Holdings 
acquired a 60 per 
cent stake in NBFC 
Magma Fincorp

S C A L I N G  I T  U P  
The Serum Insti-
tute  has machines 
that fill 500 glass 
vials a minute, 
and steel bioreac-
tors almost two 
storeys high that 
can produce over 
10 million vaccine 
shots a month

W I N G S  O F  D E S I R E 
The family owns 
two ultra-long-
range business 
jets—a Gulfstream 
G550 and a Bom-
bardier Global 
6000—costing over 
$60 million (Rs 450 
crore) apiece

VACCINE VICEROYS

Chairman & MD, Cyrus Poonawalla Group

CEO, Serum Institute of India

CY R U S  S .  P O O N AWA L L A ,  8 0

A D A R  P O O N AWA L L A ,  4 0

BANDEEP SINGH

SAMYUKTA LAKSHMI/ GETTY IMAGES

A M I TA B H 
B A C H C H A N ,  7 9
Actor
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B E C A U S E  HCL 
Technologies con-
tinues to innovate 
and ranks among 
the top 20 larg-
est publicly traded 
companies in India, 
with a market capi-
talisation of $50 
billion (Rs 3.76 lakh 
crore) as in Septem-
ber 2021. According 
to Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra, the 
company has had 
its highest com-

pounded annual 
growth rate over 
the past four years, 
with exceptional 
performance across 
all metrics in 2019-
20 as compared to 
other technology 
players around 
the world 

B E C A U S E  the 
Nadars are among 
the select few 
Indian billionaires 
on global rich lists. 

With a net worth 
of $31 billion (Rs 
2.33 lakh crore), 
Shiv Nadar ranked 
third in the 2021 
Forbes India’s 
100 Richest List. 
Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra was 
54th on the Forbes 
World’s 100 Most 
Powerful Women 
List in 2019

B E C A U S E  the 
Nadars have been 
consistently setting 
benchmarks in phi-
lanthropy. In 2019, 
Shiv Nadar topped 
the EdelGive Hu-
run India Philan-
thropy List, with a 
contribution of Rs 
826 crore in 2018-
19. In 2020, he was 
ranked second (Rs 
795 crore contrib-
uted in 2019-20). 
Nadar follows the 
concept of ‘creative 
philanthropy’—the 
creation of insti-

tutions that go 
beyond the lifetime 
of their founders to 
bring about long-
term social trans-
formation. Since its 
inception in 1994, 
the Shiv Nadar 
Foundation has in-
vested $988 million 
(Rs 7,410 crore) to 
create institutions 
of transformational 
education

W O R K  O F  A R T  Shiv 
Nadar’s wife, Kiran 
Nadar, gave India 
its first philan-
thropic private art 
museum in 2010—
the Kiran Nadar 
Museum of Art. 
She has also been 
working for the 
education of girls 
in the backward 
districts  of Uttar 
Pradesh. She is a 
bridge player as 
well and repre-
sented India at the 
2018 Asian Games

B E C A U S E  he is aggressively 
expanding the diversified 
group’s financial portfolio, 
completing the acquisi-
tion and merger of Dewan 
Housing Finance Limited 
(DHFL) in September 2021, 
marking the first success-
ful resolution under the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code (IBC) in the financial 
services sector. The transac-
tion, for which the Piramal 
Group paid Rs 34,250 
crore, is amongst the largest 
resolutions till date

Chairman,  
Piramal Group

A J AY  P I R A M A L ,  6 6

THE 
DIVERSIFIER

B E C A U S E  he is demerging 
the group’s pharmaceuti-
cal and financial services 
arms into separate listed 
entities, getting back into 
the league of top Indian 
pharma companies a de-
cade after selling off his 
drug-making business to 
Abbott Labs of the US. 
The move will help the en-
tities become future-ready 
and pursue growth strate-
gies with sharper focus 

B E C A U S E  the Piramal 

Foundation tied up with 
the NITI Aayog in June 
2021 to launch an initiative 
in 112 ‘aspirational’ dis-
tricts of India to assist ad-
ministrations in providing 
homecare to Covid patients 
who are asymptomatic or 
have mild symptoms 

B E C A U S E  the Piramal 
Group and Piramal Foun-
dation have, through the 
pandemic, served nearly 
27 million meals through 
various food relief initia-

tives, supported over 590 
farmers and over 450 daily 
wagers, distributed 9,700 
fresh produce baskets to 
48,700 individuals, and 
acted as a bridge between 
the government and 
communities through 
the 104 Health Helpline, 
attending nearly a million 
calls related to Covid-19 
till date

T R A I N I N G  G R O U N D  
A passionate polo player 
himself, Piramal has 

been training his two 
grandchildren, aged 10 
and 8, to ride at the Ma-
halaxmi Racecourse  
in Mumbai  

L I F E  L E S S O N S 
Treats the Bhagavad Gita 
as the ultimate manage-
ment and philosophy 
resource. Has frequent 
interactions with Profes-
sor Nitin Nohria, former 
dean of Harvard Busi-
ness School, on busi-
nesses of the future
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R O S H N I  N A D A R  M A L H O T R A ,  3 9

Chairperson, HCL Technologies

SOFT 
POWER

S H I V  N A D A R ,  7 6

Founder and  
Chairman Emeritus, 
HCL Technologies
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the top 20 larg-
est publicly traded 
companies in India, 
with a market capi-
talisation of $50 
billion (Rs 3.76 lakh 
crore) as in Septem-
ber 2021. According 
to Roshni Nadar 
Malhotra, the 
company has had 
its highest com-

pounded annual 
growth rate over 
the past four years, 
with exceptional 
performance across 
all metrics in 2019-
20 as compared to 
other technology 
players around 
the world 

B E C A U S E  the 
Nadars are among 
the select few 
Indian billionaires 
on global rich lists. 

With a net worth 
of $31 billion (Rs 
2.33 lakh crore), 
Shiv Nadar ranked 
third in the 2021 
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Chairman,  
Piramal Group

A J AY  P I R A M A L ,  6 6

THE 
DIVERSIFIER
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till date

T R A I N I N G  G R O U N D  
A passionate polo player 
himself, Piramal has 

been training his two 
grandchildren, aged 10 
and 8, to ride at the Ma-
halaxmi Racecourse  
in Mumbai  

L I F E  L E S S O N S 
Treats the Bhagavad Gita 
as the ultimate manage-
ment and philosophy 
resource. Has frequent 
interactions with Profes-
sor Nitin Nohria, former 
dean of Harvard Busi-
ness School, on busi-
nesses of the future

  POWER PEOPLE

R O S H N I  N A D A R  M A L H O T R A ,  3 9

Chairperson, HCL Technologies

SOFT 
POWER

S H I V  N A D A R ,  7 6

Founder and  
Chairman Emeritus, 
HCL Technologies

MANDAR DEODHAR

H&M-Main-10-20-Nov1.indd   38-39 10/21/2021   3:34:14 AM



4 0    INDIA TODAY    A PR I L 3 ,  2017

  POWER PEOPLE

MAJOR 
MINER

Chairman, Vedanta 
Resources

A N I L  A G A R WA L ,  6 7

B E C A U S E  Vedanta, an 
oil and metals giant with 
revenues of $11.7 billion 
(Rs 87,750 crore) in 2020-
21, is looking to invest 
$20 billion (Rs 1.5 lakh 
crore) in India, including 
buying companies in the 
government’s divestment 
pipeline, such as BPCL 
and Shipping Corpora-
tion. It has floated a $10 
billion (Rs 75,000 crore) 
fund for the purpose

B E C A U S E  the rise in com-
modity prices is paying 
rich dividends to Vedan-
ta’s aluminium, zinc and 
oil businesses that form 
over 90 per cent of its 
EBITDA (earnings before 
interest, taxes, deprecia-
tion and amortisation)

B E C A U S E  Vedanta is the 
only aluminium firm in 
India to focus on volume 
growth and recently anno-
unced plans to expand its 
aluminium capacity by 0.4 
million tonnes and plans 
to take the total to 2.8 mil-
lion tonnes over the next 
1-2 years

B E C A U S E  Vedanta has 
spent Rs 351 crore on 
Covid relief and set up 10 
state-of-the-art field hos-
pitals with 1,000 critical 
care beds across the coun-
try through its Vedanta 
Cares programme and 
supplied over 2 million 
litres of oxygen to hospi-
tals. Through the ‘Swasth 
Gaon Abhiyaan’, it plans to 
strengthen healthcare in 

1,000 villages in 12 states, 
impacting 2 million lives

B E C A U S E  he laid out a 
socio-economic develop-
ment roadmap worth Rs 
5,000 crore over the next 
five years, under the Anil 
Agarwal Foundation, fo-
cused on nutrition, women 
and child development, 
healthcare, animal welfare 
and grassroots level sports

S P R E A D I N G  H O P E  On 
the eve of Independence 
Day this year, Agarwal 
lent voice to an anthem 
of unity and hope, ‘Hum 
Hindustani’, which 
brought together 15 in-
spiring Indians, including 
Lata Mangeshkar and 
Amitabh Bachchan

Chairman & MD, Medanta 
Heart Institute

N A R E S H  T R E H A N ,  7 5

MEDICAL GURU
B E C A U S E  he is on 
the Supreme Court-
appointed National 
Covid Taskforce to 
streamline oxygen al-
location across India. 
He is also chairman of 
the National Health-
care Council at CII

B E C A U S E  Medanta 
has been the go-to 
hospital for VIPs 
during the pandemic. 
It set up a 700-bed 
Covid ward at the 
height of the waves

B E C A U S E  he has tak-
en up the initiative 

of providing quality 
healthcare across 
states. Medanta 
is now present in 
Bihar, UP, Haryana, 
Jharkhand and Mad-
hya Pradesh 

B E C A U S E  he believes 
in reducing patient 
stress through 
complete healthcare 
solutions. Medanta’s 
Cancer Institute 
brings together su-
per-specialists from 
all fields of cancer so 
that patients can ac-
cess diverse expertise 
at a single place

B E C A U S E  he advo-
cates research-based 
medicare. Medanta is 
pioneering research 
on Covid vaccines 
and medications like 
antibody cocktails

T E S T I N G  T I M E   Dur-
ing the second wave, 
the Medanta in Gu-
rugram, at one point, 
had 700 patients 
on oxygen support. 
“I spent sleepless 
nights for three 
weeks overseeing 
the logistical man-
agement needed for 
patients to get bet-
ter,” says TrehanW
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B E C A U S E  he’s the most bankable actor of Hindi 
cinema. With the might of the three Khans 
waning, Kumar is in the driver’s seat. His films 
are seen as sure-shot money spinners at the 
box-office. That he works continuously and has 
a release almost every quarter makes him a 
favourite of both audiences and theatre-owners

B E C A U S E  he was hero no. 1 during the  
pandemic. Whether it is teaming up with  
his wife, Twinkle, to donate oxygen  
concentrators during the second wave, 
donating to help daily wage workers 
in the entertainment industry or 
being the face of public service ini-
tiatives on responsible Covid-19 
behaviour, Kumar has been ac-
tive in raising awareness

B E C A U S E  he’s the most 
wanted entertainer. His 
penchant for films with 
patriotic and social com-
mentary makes him a safe, 
reliable face for advertis-
ers. His brand value of 
$118.9 million (Rs 893 
crore), as per the latest Duff 
& Phelps Celebrity Brand 
Valuation report, is the highest 
among all actors 

B I G  B A N G  Y E A R  There’s no 
escaping Kumar in 2022.  
He is expected to have seven 
releases–Prithviraj, Bachchan 
Pandey, Raksha Bandhan, 
Ram Setu, OMG 2, a Pooja  
Entertainment film and 
Atrangi Re

H E A LT H  A S S E T  Kumar has 
invested in GOQii, maker of 
wearables and preventive 
healthcare devices

Actor-Producer

A K S H AY 
K U M A R ,  5 4

VERSATILE HERO

PACE-SETTER 
FOR GREEN 
B E C A U S E  he has been 
endeavouring to turn 
ITC into a water-
and carbon-positive 
company. This includes 
drastically reducing 
energy needs at their 
premier hotels, creating 
green buildings, mak-
ing the paper board 
business environment 
friendlier and raising 
thousands of acres of 
renewable forests

B E C A U S E  he leads 
India’s largest FMCG 
conglomerate and is 
taking on MNCs Hin-
dustan Unilever, Nestle 
and Pepsico head on. 
The group posted a 
net profit of Rs 13,032 
crore in 2020-21

B E C A U S E  he is reduc-
ing the group’s depen-
dence on tobacco busi-

ness, which accounts 
for 46 per cent of its 
total revenue, to focus 
on the agriculture and 
foods segments

B E C A U S E  ITC has set 
a shining example of 
farmer-corporate coop-
eration. The company 
says its e-Choupal agri 
procurement platform 
helped farmers raise 
productivity by 10-25 
per cent in 2020-21 
and upped incomes by 
up to 50 per cent

T E C H - S AV V Y  
Puri is keenly inter-
ested in digitising the 
group’s operations. 
From e-Choupal to 
procurement and 
marketing, he is en-
suring the corporation 
becomes future- 
ready

Chairman & MD,  
ITC Limited

S A N J I V  P U R I ,  5 9

SUJIT JAISWAL / AFP

BANDEEP SINGH
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Founder, BYJU’s

BYJ U 
R AV E E N D R A N ,  4 0

B E C A U S E  BYJU’s is 
one of India’s largest 
learning platforms 
and the most valuable 
edtech company in 
the world. Since 2011, 
it has spent over $2.6 
billion (Rs 19,400 
crore) in acquisitions. 
Some of its biggest 
buys were in 2020-21, 
including the $300 
mn (Rs 2,240 crore) 
White Hat Jr deal and 
the $150 mn (Rs 1,120 
crore) Toppr deal. It 

has also put down 
roots by buying Akash 
Educational Services

B E C A U S E  Raveendran 
is the new posterboy of 
Indian entrepreneur-
ship. His firm recently 
raised $300 mn (Rs 
2,240 crore), increas-
ing its valuation from 
$16.5 billion (Rs 1.23 
lakh crore) in June to 
$18 billion (Rs 1.34 
lakh crore), surpassing 
Paytm’s position in the 

start-up ecosystem

B E C A U S E  BYJU’s 
Learning App has 
more than 100 million 
registered students 
and 6.5 million paid 
annual subscriptions

D E E P  P O C K E T S  BYJU’s 
is the only start-up in 
India funded by the 
Chan-Zuckerberg 
initiative (owned by 
Facebook founder 
Mark Zuckerberg)

MONETISING EDUCATION

Chairman, Maruti Suzuki

R . C .  B H A R G AVA ,  8 7

Big Wheel
B E C A U S E  he’s a voice the 
government listens to, be it on 
manufacturing policy, road-
map for the automotive sector 
or reforms that can have a 
far-reaching impact

B E C A U S E  India’s largest car 
manufacturer Maruti Suzuki 
produced 1,457,861 vehicles 
in 2020-21 and earned a net 
profit of Rs 4,229.7 crore on 
revenues of Rs 66,562 crore

B E C A U S E  Bhargava is giving 
thrust to greener vehicles. 
Maruti Suzuki’s CNG car 
sales jumped 48 per cent in 
2020-21 even as overall sales 
contracted 8 per cent due to 
the pandemic 

B E C A U S E  Maruti Suzuki and 
its suppliers worked with 
start-up firm AgVa Health-
care to produce 10,000 ven-
tilators by June 2020. It also 
manufactured PPE kits and 

face masks on a mass scale

B E C A U S E  he stepped up the 
company’s efforts to tackle 
Covid-19, working with two 
firms to set up oxygen plants. 
By May 2021, 73 oxygen 
generators had been 
produced; it was scaled up to 
140 units in June

M R  D E P E N D A B L E  The bu-
reaucrat-turned-business 
professional was once feted 
by his mentor, former BHEL 
chairman V. Krishnamurthy, 
as someone “who would  
try to find a solution to a 
problem and not a problem  
to a solution”

W H E N  N O T  W O R K I N G  He pre-
fers light reading. After his 
successful first book, 
The Maruti Story, his next, 
Getting Competitive: A Prac-
titioners’ Guide for India, was 
published last yearP
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  POWER PEOPLE

Owner, Rare 
Enterprises; investor, 
trader and film 
producer

R A K E S H 
J H U N J H U N WA L A ,  6 1

B E C A U S E  at a time when 
India’s stock markets are ris-
ing—with the Sensex crossing 
the 60,000 mark just last 
month—the ‘big bull of the 
stock markets’ is among the 
most sought-after people in 
India for investment advice. 
His portfolio is currently 
worth over Rs 40,000 crore

B E C A U S E  he is known to 
choose stocks that give bum-
per returns, with Tata Group 
companies Titan and Tata 
Motors being his biggest bets

B E C A U S E  the Centre has 
approved his plans for the 
operation of a new airline, 
Akasa Air, supported by ex-
Jet Airways CEO Vinay Dube 
and with former IndiGo 
president Aditya Ghosh also 
on board. The airline is ex-
pected to take off next year

I N V E S T M E N T  P L A N S  
Jhunjhunwala says he usu-
ally books profits (sells his 
stocks in a company) for 
one of three reasons:  if he 
feels the stock’s earning 
potential has peaked, if its 
PE (price to earnings) ratio 
has peaked, or if he sees a 
better investment oppor-
tunity elsewhere. He began 
his broking career in 1985 
with a paltry Rs 5,000; to-
day, his net worth is around 
$5.8 billion (Rs 43,500 crore)

THE BIGGEST BULL
Founder & CEO, 
Paytm

V I J AY  S H E K H A R 
S H A R M A ,  4 3

B E C A U S E  Paytm has accelerated India’s 
fintech evolution, with the company claiming 
1.2 billion monthly transactions on March 1.  
With over 150 million monthly active users, 
Paytm has the highest market share in the 
offline merchant payments space, with 15 per 
cent month on month growth

B E C A U S E  Sharma is gearing up for an IPO 
(hoping to raise $2.2 billion) which will make 
it one of the biggest stock market listings 
in the country, taking the valuation of the 
company to $25 billion (Rs 1.88 lakh crore)

B E C A U S E  Sharma is one of India’s richest 
entrepreneurs, according to the IIFL Wealth 
Hurun India Rich List. The list says Sharma’s 
wealth grew massively, his rank rising from 
171 in 2016 to 44 in 2020  

W O N  I N  T R A N S L AT I O N   
Sharma bunked his classes and studied in 
the library instead using an English-to-
Hindi dictionary. His first start-up was born 
in the hostel at Delhi College of Engineering

THE CASHLESS 
KING

TOMOHIRO OHSUMI/ GETTY IMAGES

Photograph by BANDEEP SINGH
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  POWER PEOPLE

Chairman, RP-Sanjiv 
Goenka Group

S A N J I V 
G O E N K A ,  6 0

B E C A U S E  Goenka spear
heads a conglomerate 
with business interests 
across sectors, from media 
to FMCG to IT to power. 
He turned around Sarega
ma, Philips Carbon Black 
Ltd and First Source and 
is targeting a group turn
over of Rs 40,000 crore 
in five years, led by power 
distribution and FMCG

B E C A U S E  As a former 
CII president, Goenka is 
one of the definitive voices 
from the industry. He is 
also a member of the PM’s 
council on trade and ind
ustry, and often provides 
feedback to the govern
ment on policies, or flags 
issues hurting industry    

B E C A U S E  he is betting 
on the future with recent 
media investments. The 
group publishes Fortune 
magazine and has a 51 
per cent stake in news 
app Editorji

H E A LT H Y  O P T I O N S 
After foraying into the 
healthy snacks category 
in the FMCG business, 
all visitors at his off ce 
were asked to taste the 
healthy and fried ver-
sions of the same snack 
made by a competitor  

A R T  AT TA C K  His head 
offce in Kolkata houses 
one of the finest art col-
lections

Multi-Business Empire

CEO, Amazon India

A M I T  A G G A R WA L ,  4 7

ETAIL INDIA COMPANY
B E C A U S E  the e
commerce giant is 
betting big on India, 
having pumped in 
over Rs 11,400 crore 
($1.5 billion) in FY 
201920 across the 
marketplace, pay
ments and wholesale 
business units and 
Aggarwal is the man 
driving the whole 
enterprise

B E C A U S E  Aggarwal, 
part of Jeff Bezos’ 

elite group of execu
tives, the ‘STeam’, 
is manning the con
glomerate’s fortunes 
at a time when India 
is drafting new rules 
for ecommerce 
companies. He also 
has to ensure good 
optics with the trader 
community, for they 
form the bulwark of 
the ruling BJP’s sup
port base

B E C A U S E  Aggarwal, 

who is credited with 
making Amazon the 
largest online store 
in India within a year 
of its launch, faces a 
tough battle ahead 
with Walmart
owned Flipkart and 
Mukesh Ambaniled 
Reliance Industries 
jostling for the same 
space

B O O K W O R M  Favou-
rite book is Built to 
Last by Jim Collins

SUBIR HALDER

Founder, executive chairperson 
of Biocon Ltd

K I R A N  M A Z U M D A R 
S H AW,  6 8

THE  
INNOVATOR
B E C A U S E  Biocon owned the Covid19 
crisis in finding solutions to combat the 
virus—from repurposing novel drugs to 
developing tech platforms for testing. 
Biocon’s novel drug Itolizumab was 
used to treat severe cases of Covid 19; 
the company also supplied CytoSorb 
300, a unique device that reduces cyto
kine storm in critical patients

B E C A U S E  Mazumdar Shaw is the first 
Indian woman to make it as a selfmade 
billionaire. She has also continued to 
call out the government on issues of 
governance and transparency. She is 
on several public committees and is an 
important voice on policies related to 
health, ease of doing business, biotech
nology, pharma industry, gender, the 
city of Bengaluru, among others

B E C A U S E  MazumdarShaw has used 
her influence and power to drive resea
rch, innovation and access to health
care. From donating Rs 5 crore to Ignite 
Life Science Foundation for pandemic 
research to setting up a cancer care hos
pital for the underprivileged, in part
nership with Dr Devi Shetty, she has 
now joined the Bill and Melinda Gates 
‘Giving Pledge’ and is giving away half of 
her income

C O V I D  C H R O N I C L E  Her blog describ-
ing her experience and recovery from 
Covid-19 went viral across the world, 
and was even translated into Spanish
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Chairman, Mahindra Group 

A N A N D  M A H I N D R A ,  6 6

The  Corporate 
Mentor
B E C A U S E  he is transitioning into the role of 
non-executive chairman of the Mahindra & 
Mahindra (M&M) board in November to 
serve as a mentor to the company manage-
ment. The Mahindra Group is one of the 
world’s first companies to announce that it 
will measure its social impact in financial 
terms as part of ESG (environmental, social 
and governance) commitments 

B E C A U S E  Group flagship firm M&M posted 
revenues of Rs 44,574 crore and profits of  
Rs 4,097 crore, and declared its highest-ever 
dividend of Rs 8.75 per share in FY21

B E C A U S E  the largest manufacturer of trac-
tors in the world by volume produced the 
highest-ever number of units (354,498) in 
2020-21, a 17.4 per cent y-on-y increase

B E C A U S E  he has a keen eye for talent and 
has been using Twitter, where he has 8.5 
million followers, to identify and promote 
youngsters. Recently, he offered to put 
Prem, a youth from Manipur who made an 
‘Iron Man’ suit from scrap, and his siblings 
through college. He was an early investor 
and backer of Uday Kotak in his enterprise, 
and the latter considers him his mentor

B E C A U S E  Mahindra did his best during 
the pande mic days by installing 23 medical 
oxygen plants and donating 90 ambulances 
across 19 states 

T O P  H O N O U R  The US-India Strategic Part-
nership Forum honoured Anand Mahindra 
with its 2020 Leadership Award for his 
contribution to promoting US-India ties 

E L E C T R I C  M O M E N T  In July 2021, Mahin-
dra Racing’s Alex Lynn recorded his  
first-ever Formula E podium finish in 
Valencia, Spain 

SIMON DAWSON/ GETTY IMAGES

Cricketer

V I R AT 
KO H L I ,  3 2

B E C A U S E  he’s captain fantastic in the Test format. 
Under Kohli’s leadership, the team has acquired 
an aggressive intensity and high fitness levels that 
saw it reach the finals of the maiden World Test 
Championship. Kohli is also the most successful 
Asian team captain against the SENA countries—
South Africa, England , New Zealand and Australia

B E C A U S E  Brand Virat continues to be an unbeat-
able force. With 185 million followers on Instagram, 
(18th globally), a barrage of endorsement deals—
over 25—and being one half of power couple 
‘Virushka’, Kohli is way ahead in the popularity 
charts. He topped the Duff & Phelps celebrity brand 
valuation study—$237.7 million—for the fourth 
year running in 2020

B E C A U S E  he’s one of the highest paid players in 
the Indian Premier League. Despite not winning 
the IPL with the Royal Challengers Bangalore, 
Kohli is paid an estimated Rs 17 crore per season  

PAW S O M E  E F F O R T  Inspired by his wife 
Anushka, an animal lover, Kohli has set up 
two shelters for stray animals in Mumbai
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  POWER PEOPLE

AYURVEDIC 
ALCHEMY
B E C A U S E  from toothpaste 
to shampoo to desi ghee 
to detergent, Patanjali is 
now the biggest FMCG 
company of Indian origin. 
With an annual turnover 
of around Rs 30,000 crore 
in FY20, Ramdev says he 
will topple HUL from the 
top spot and make it do a 
“sheershasana” in five years

B E C A U S E  Patanjali became 
a big player in the edible oil 
segment with the takeover 
of the bankrupt Ruchi 
Soya. The Rs 4,350 crore 
takeover of the maker of 
soya food brand Nutrela 
also handed Patanjali soya 
bean oil brands such as 
Ruchi Gold

B E C A U S E  as a top spe nder 
on advertising, Patanjali 
and Baba Ramdev have 
major recall among the 
public. With 20 million 
social media followers and 
1.5 million members in the 
Patanjali Network, Ram-
dev is among the country’s 
top influencers

S L E E P  C YC L E S  Ramdev 
calls Balkrishna a late 
riser because he wakes 
up only at 4.30 am (the 
yoga guru himself is up by 
3 am). And while Ram-
dev uses an Indian brand 
phone, Balkrishna is par-
tial to Apple products

MD, Sun Pharma

D I L I P  S H A N G H V I ,  6 6

BIG PILL
B E C A U S E  Sun Pharma, India’s 
largest pharma company with 
global revenues of Rs 34,333 crore 
in 2020-21, accelerated access to 
new drugs for Covid-19 treatment 
in May this year. Molnupiravir, an 
investigational oral therapeutic 
drug, was supplied to more than 
100 countries

B E C A U S E  Sun Pharma launched 
‘Sunkalp’, an initiative for the 
welfare of doctors, their families 
and the medical community in July 
this year, committing Rs 100 crore 
to the project. The programme 
includes mental health support for 
doctors and their families, post-

doctorate education sponsorship 
for medical students, and educa-
tional aid for children of doctors 
who lost their lives to Covid-19

B E C A U S E  Sun Pharma Consumer 
Healthcare entered the nutrition 
bar segment, launching Revital 
NXT, a health supplement. It 
also launched its first innovative 
product, Ilumya, in Japan for the 
treatment of plaque psoriasis

H I G H  O N  R E S E A R C H  Sun Pharma 
spent Rs 2,150 crore on R&D and 
was awarded 2021’s best innova-
tive company at the Indo-Ameri-
can Corporate Excellence Awards

POWER 
ATTORNEY
B E C A U S E  he is one of the most 
trusted lawyers of the Union 
government, particularly in global 
courts. The Kulbhushan Jadhav spy 
case, which was related to the Hy-
derabad Nizam’s money in a British 
bank, the bid to extradite fugitive 
Mehul Choksi from the Dominican 
government’s custody, Salve argued 
them all. Now the Uttar Pradesh 

government has hired him to rep-
resent it in the Lakhimpur Kheri 
violence case

B E C A U S E  he is the go-to lawyer for 
the big corporates, from the Tatas 
to Vodafone to Adani Power to Yes 
Bank’s Rana Kapoor to WhatsApp

B E C A U S E  his enviable win record 
makes him one of India’s highest 
paid lawyers, even though he is now 
a London resident, and also part of 
the bar of England and Wales. Yet, 
for causes he believes in, he appears 
pro bono —last year, for example, he 
turned up for a 94-year-old widow 
who moved the Supreme Court to 
get the proclamation of Emergency 
declared unconstitutional 

W E I G H T WAT C H E R S  Salve has 
shed 20 kg in the past year. He 
credits the transformation to 
second wife Caroline Brossard, a 
London-based artist he married 
in October last year

Advocate, Supreme 
Court of India

H A R I S H  S A LV E ,  6 6
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REUBEN SINGH

Chairman & MD, 
Patanjali Ayurved

Yoga guru

B A B A  R A M D E V, 5 6

A C H A RYA 
B A L K R I S H N A ,  4 9
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B E C A U S E  he is one of India’s most 
respected bankers and his counsel 
is sought by policymakers, the latest 
being the Maharashtra government 
to revive the state’s real estate sector 
during the pandemic. His recom-
mendations, including reducing 
stamp duty on property registra-
tion from 5 per cent to 2 per cent till 
December 2020, gave a big boost to 
home sales in Mumbai, India’s larg-
est real estate market

B E C A U S E  HDFC, which has fi-
nanced over 8.4 million housing 
units, is India’s third-largest com-
pany by market capitalisation, with 
a market capitalisation of over Rs 5 
lakh crore as on October 14     

B E C A U S E  Parekh has been busy 
stitching deals during the pandemic, 
with group firm HDFC Life acquiring 
Exide Life Insurance in September 
2020 for Rs 6,687 crore in one of the 
largest deals in the insurance space

B O T T O M  O F  T H E  P Y R A M I D  
In 2020-21, 33 per cent of home 
loans approved by HDFC in vol-
ume terms and 16 per cent in value 
terms were to customers from the 
economically weaker sections

S P O R T S  WAT C H  A keen follower of 
cricket, tennis, football and For-
mula 1, Parekh is also a passionate 
bridge player

Financial 
Powerhouse

Chairman, HDFC

D E E PA K 
PA R E K H ,  7 6

RACHIT GOSWAMI
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THE SUN 
NEVER SETS
B E C A U S E  the publicly-traded 
29-year-old Sun TV Network, 
the flagship of Kalanithi 
Maran’s Sun Group, launched 
a new channel—Sun Marathi—
on October 17, the second 
outside its home market 
after Sun Bangla, launched 
in February 2019. It now 
operates 33 channels across six 
languages. This, while facing 
Covid-related headwinds—Sun 
TV’s profit (post tax) grew from 
Rs 1,387 crore in FY20 to 
Rs 1,525 crore in FY21

B E C A U S E  Sun Bangla, 
launched three years ago, now 
commands over 10 per cent of 

the Bengali TV market

B E C A U S E  Sun Direct, a 
traditionally south India-
dominant DTH operator, 
with market gains in 
West Bengal, Odisha and 
Maharashtra, grew its 
subscriber count 74 per cent 
between March 2018 and 
March 2021, according to TRAI 
data. The overall DTH industry 
grew 4 per cent in that time

M E D I A  M O G H U L 
Maran has an abiding interest 
in emerging techonologies—
he was among the first to 
bring MPEG4-compatible 
devices into his sector. He is 
a dog lover (he has four) and 
a fan of classic cars, buying a 
new one every few years 

Chairman, 
Sun Group

K A L A N I T H I 
M A R A N ,  5 7

Election 
strategist

P R A S H A N T 
K I S H O R ,  4 4

POLITICAL GENIE
B E C A U S E  Kishor is a one-man 
election-winning army. In the 
battle for West Bengal earlier 
this year, he was a crucial part of 
the TMC’s (Trinamool Congress) 
win against the BJP’s massive 
election machinery led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi. He 
also correctly predicted the BJP 
would not win even 100 seats. 
Now, he is one of the brains  
behind TMC chief Mamata  
Banerjee’s national expansion

B E C A U S E  he has won victories 
in all the election battles he has 
fought in the past two years, for 
a number of parties—the AAP 
in New Delhi, the YSRCP in 
Andhra Pradesh and the DMK 
in Tamil Nadu. As a result, his 
political capital has increased, 
thanks to his proximity to vic-

torious chief ministers—Arvind 
Kejriwal, Jagan Mohan Reddy 
and M.K. Stalin among them

B E C A U S E  apart from those he has 
already helped win, many of In-
dia’s top leaders are now seeking 
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B E C A U S E  in what was a gruelling year, 
IndiGo remained India’s most successful 
airline, according to the DGCA (though it 
also posted huge losses). IndiGo’s market 
share is around 58.6 per cent, up from 52 
per cent in the same period last year

B E C A U S E  Bhatia remains one of the few 
success stories in Indian aviation and 
plays an important role communicating 
the sector’s view to the government. With 
275 aircraft flying to 93 destinations, he 
is a self-made billionaire

B E C A U S E  in collaboration with French 
hospitality major Accor Group, he is ex-
panding his footprint in hospitality. The 
mid-segment international hotel chain 
Ibis will be adding four more properties 
and investing Rs 500 crore by FY24 

T H O U G H T F U L  AT T E M P T  After his first 
venture failed, Bhatia contemplated 
quitting business to get a postgraduate 
degree and start teaching

PREMIUM ECONOMY

Group MD, 
InterGlobe 
Enterprises

Vice President, 
Content, Netflix India

M O N I K A  
S H E R G I L L ,  4 7

B E C A U S E  under Sher-
gill’s leadership, Netflix 
India has ramped up its 
programming slate. In 
2021 alone, the streaming 
giant released 21 originals 
in India. With a con-
tent budget of Rs 3,000 
crore for 2019 and 2020, 
Shergill has greenlit 90 
titles across languages in 
a variety of formats, from 
series and films to reality 

and documentary shows 
and comedy specials 

B E C A U S E  she’s roping in 
the who’s who of In-
dian cinema to work with 
Netflix. With stars like 
Mani Ratnam (Navrasa), 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali 
(Heeramandi) and Vishal 
Bhardwaj (Khufiyan) to 
Kartik Aryan (Dhamaka), 
Madhuri Dixit Nene 

(Finding Anamika) and 
Tovino Thomas (Minnal 
Murali) all treading the 
OTT path, doing a direct-
to-streaming project is 
clearly no longer being 
seen as a ‘demotion’

B E C A U S E  India ranks 
high in Netflix’s plans. 
The highest film viewer-
ship Netflix has seen, 
globally, is in India, with 
80 per cent of India-based 
subscribers watching a 
film every week in 2020. 
Because of the potential 
of the Indian market, 
Netflix will also be open-
ing its first fully-owned 
post-production facility in 
Mumbai in 2022 

F U T U R E  P L A N S  Shergill 
says that apart from 
keeping an eye on what 
her rivals are up to, she 
likes to hang out with 
her teenage daughter. 
“Getting insight into 
a teen’s worldview is 
eye-opening,” she says. 
When it comes to her 
vision for 2022, she says: 
“To have an incredible 
range of big, entertain-
ing stories and brilliant 
storytellers, many of 
whom will be coming 
onto the service for the 
first time. It will be about 
working hard to make 
Netflix the service of 
choice for our entertain-
ment-loving audiences”

CONTENT QUEEN
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R A H U L  
B H AT I A ,  6 1

Co-founder and 
CEO, OLA

B H AV I S H  
A G A R WA L ,  3 6

B E C A U S E  he was 
bold enough to get 
into the manufac-
turing of electric 
vehicles at among 
the most difficult 
times the global 
public transport 
market has ever 
seen. He recently 
raised more than 
$200 million in a 
round of funding 
led by SoftBank 
and Falcon Edge 

B E C A U S E  he is 
driving his com-
pany back from 
the near-95 per 
cent revenue loss 
it suffered during 
the lockdown, to 

its 2019 revenue 
figure, in excess of 
Rs 2,200 crore 

B E C A U S E  he has 
continued with 
acquisitions to 
build up OLA’s 
digital ecos0ys-
tem. Recently, the 
company bought 
geo-analytics plat-
form GeoSpoc to 
improve company 
cab navigation 

T H E  S E E D  An ill-
fated taxi journey 
early in his 
business career 
led Agarwal to 
envisage the OLA 
cab model

Big on Electric
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  POWER PEOPLE

V I N E E T  J A I N ,  5 7

S R I  S R I 
R AV I S H A N K A R ,  6 5

Managing Director, 
Times Group

Spiritual guru

MEDIA COLOSSUS
B E C A U S E  the Times 
Group continues to en-
gage with and inform 
700 million Indians 
every month (across 
brands). It has about 
40 million regular 
readers across 100 
editions, 285 million 
viewers across 14 TV 
channels and 38 mil-
lion listeners across 73 
radio stations 

B E C A U S E  Times Inter-
net now reaches 600 
million monthly users, 
putting it on par with 
Google and Facebook 
as the largest consumer 
ecosystems in India. Its 
MX Player has passed 
one billion downloads 
on the Playstore

B E C A U S E  it has 
forayed into the Hindi 
market with two new 

channels—Times Now 
Navbharat HD and 
ET NOW Swadesh 
(for news and business 
news, respectively)

B E C A U S E  Within 10 
months of its launch, 
short video app MX 
Takatak reached over 
25 million daily active 
users and nearly 400 
million minutes of 
daily engagement

T H E O R Y  PA P E R S 
TimesPro, the Times 
Group’s ed-tech unit, 
has forged partner-
ships with noted 
institutions such 
as the IITs (in Delhi, 
Ropar and Roorkee), 
the IIMs (in Indore, 
Trichy, Kashipur 
and Nagpur) and the 
NALSAR University 
of Law

PROPHET OF PEACE
B E C A U S E  he used the internet to help 
millions improve their mental health and 
immunity through the pandemic. The Art of 
Living conducted 200+ live meditations with 
an average reach of 2 million. Over 1,000 
suicide-related calls were also answered

B E C A U S E  He is increasingly being recog-
nised for his efforts to improve conflict 
resolution, both in India and abroad 

B E C A U S E  he used his platform to support 
public health efforts. Art of Living volun-
teers also distributed Rs 1.4 crore worth of 
relief supplies like oxygen machines and 
concentrators and set up Covid hospitals 

B E C A U S E  workshops were run for over 
50,000 volunteers to provide training on 
handling depression

I N  H I S  W O R D S  “Covid has demonstrated 
how interdependent we are... A small virus 
brought the whole world to a halt. No one 
can fight it in isolation”

B E C A U S E  Prime Video has had 
a stellar run in 2020-21. In the 
absence of tent-pole cinema 
competition, Amazon shows like 
Paatal Lok, Mirzapur 2 and The 
Family Man 2 kept audiences 
entertained. The platform’s over-
all viewing numbers have grown 
threefold in the past two years, 
with Mirzapur and The Family 
Man two of the most-watched 
shows in India as per Ormax’s 
weekly tracker of OTT audiences 

B E C A U S E  Amazon India has the 
second largest production slate 
after the US market. With over 
70 projects in development, 2022 
will see the platform foray into 
original films, as well as shows in 
more languages and non-fiction 
fare. Seventy per cent of its origi-
nal shows return for a new sea-
son. The 2022 slate reflects that, 
with new seasons of Inside Edge, 
Made in Heaven, Four More 
Shots Please! and Panchayat

AT  I T  Busy reading scripts and 
pitches and watching cuts of 
shows, Purohit has little time 
for anything else. “I don’t sleep 
more than four or five hours,” 
she says

Revenue 
Streaming

Head of India Originals,
Amazon Prime Video

A PA R N A  P U R O H I T,  4 2

MANDAR DEODHAR

BANDEEP SINGH

Photograph by BANDEEP SINGH
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  POWER PEOPLE

Actor

S A L M A N  K H A N ,  5 5

Vice-President & 
Managing Director, 
Facebook India

Chairman & MD, Jagran Prakashan Ltd

Whole Time Director and Editor-in-Chief, 
Jagran Prakashan Ltd

A J I T  M O H A N ,  4 6

M A H E N D R A  M O H A N  G U P TA ,  8 0 

S A N J AY  G U P TA ,  5 8

HINDI LESSONS
B E C A U S E  as the own-
ers of the largest-selling 
daily in India, Dainik 
Jagran, with a reader-
ship of 68.7 million, they 
can reach Indians across 
the country. Readership 
of the group’s 10 print 
titles is 84.1 million-plus 
(IRS 2019 Q4). With its 
15 digital portals in 10 
languages, it has a pres-
ence all over the world

B E C A U S E  the group 
publishes nine news-

papers and a magazine 
from over 37 printing 
facilities. It has 300-plus 
editions across 13 states 
and Union territories

B E C A U S E  their music 
broadcast arm, under 
the Radio City brand, 
has expanded its pres-
ence and operations to 
39 cities and is present in 
12 out of the top 15 cities 
in India by population. 
It has a volume market 
share of 21 per cent

D E F I N I N G  
P R I N C I P L E S 
Jagran’s editorial  
philosophy draws  
from the strong foun-
dation of ‘the seven 
principles’, or the ‘saat 
sarokar’—poverty 
eradication, healthy 
society, educated soci-
ety, women’s empow-
erment, environment 
conservation, water 
conservation and 
population manage-
ment

B E C A U S E  he is arguably the czar 
of India’s social media space. Face-
book, along with the two platforms it 
owns—WhatsApp and Instagram—
has a collective user base of over 1 
billion in India. This network makes 
the social media giant an unmatched 
tool to influence public opinion. From 
small businesses and government 
initiatives to corporate marketing and 
media amplification, Facebook’s net-
work has become the preferred com-
munication tool. Apart from spread-
ing awareness on Covid, WhatsApp 
was used to facilitate vaccine appoint-
ments and certificate downloads

B E C A U S E  under Mohan, the Face-
book Group has touched $1.2 billion 
(Rs 9,000 crore) in revenue through 

its activities in India over the past 
year—a jump of 43 per cent. An 
increase in digital advertising, the 
pandemic-induced influx of social 
media users and ban on platforms 
such as TikTok have contributed to 
the impressive growth

B E C A U S E  of Facebook’s partner-
ship with Reliance Jio, the JioMart-
WhatsApp linkage is all set to change 
the rules of the retail market in India. 
It will connect local grocery stores to 
millions through WhatsApp

S H A R K  TA L E  Mohan’s two-year-old 
son is obsessed with sharks and 
loves to read and learn about them. 
The doting father can now identify 
50 different kinds of sharks

LAST KHAN 
STANDING
B E C A U S E  even though his last 
film Radhe was a flop, Salman 
has upwards of Rs 750 crore 
riding on him through his 
upcoming films. This includes 
the 2022 release Tiger 3, said 
to be the biggest Bollywood 
movie ever made with a budget 
of around Rs 300 crore. The 
coming year will also see him in 
Antim: The Final Truth, Kick 2 
and Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali

B E C A U S E  he is Mr Dependable, 
not only in terms of box office 
collections but also for anyone 
in need of help. The list of 
resurrected careers to his credit 
is phenomenal

B E C A U S E  his hosting 
Bigg Boss since 2010 
has had a role in 
reinventing television 
programming. In a 
first, Season 15 of the 
show, which kicked 
off on October 2, 
will be streamed 
on the OTT 
platform Voot 
and then aired 
on television. 
Salman’s financial 
brawn extends 
to the small 
screen too. As 
per unconfirmed 

reports, he has been signed on 
for Season 15 at a fee of Rs 350 
crore for 28 episodes, or Rs 25 
crore per weekend

T R A I L B L A Z E R 
Khan is one of the first from 
the entertainment world 
to join the cryptocurrency 
bandwagon with BollyCoin. 
He has also expanded his 
business empire to include 
hygiene products (FRSH) and 
a chain of gyms (SK-27)

Shaper of 
Opinions

MILIND DHELTE

YASIR IQBAL

 RAJWANT RAWAT
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B E C A U S E  his ecological 
initiative ‘Cauvery Calling’, 
launched in 2019, to restore 
the severely depleted south-

ern Indian river to its former 
levels, has helped farmers 

plant 57 million saplings so 
far, with 11 million planted 
in 2020 despite the chal-
lenges of the pandemic

B E C A U S E  his Isha Foun-
dation has been carrying 

out Covid relief work in 43 
villages in 17 panchayats 

of Thondamuthur block in 
Tamil Nadu’s Coimbatore 
district. Apart from exten-
sive awareness initiatives, 
the volunteers have served 
over 550,000 meals daily 

and over 32 million servings 
of the immunity-enhancing 

herbal drink Nilavembu 
Kashayam to the people

B E C A U S E  he designed 
customised yogic practices, 

freely accessible online,  
to enhance the body’s im-
munity and oxygen levels 

and strengthen the respira-
tory system

A R T  F O R  A  C A U S E 
In 2020, two of Sadhguru’s 
artworks were auctioned 

for a sum of over Rs 9 crore. 
He used the money to 

sustain Isha Foundation’s 
Covid-19 relief activities for 

rural communities

PRANIC 
PREACHER Spiritual leader, activist and 

founder, Isha Foundation

S A D H G U R U  J A G G I 
VA S U D E V,  6 443 Track and field athlete in javelin 

throw and Olympic Gold Medalist

N E E R A J  
C H O P R A ,  2 3

B E C A U S E  his Olympic 
gold medal, India’s first 
in athletics and only its 
second individual gold, led 
to a surge in non-cricket 
sports with an estimated 
120 million Indians tun-
ing in to catch athletics at 
the Tokyo Olympics

B E C A U S E  he captivates 
minds on social media. 
With his follower base 
growing from 130,000 
before the Olympics to over 
five million now, Chopra’s 
social media value spiked 
to Rs 428 crore, as per a re-
cent report by the consul-
tancy firm YouGov Sport 

B E C A U S E  brands  
cannot get enough of  
him. Two months since 
his win, Chopra is  
everywhere—on TV  
and mobile screens  
and hoardings. He cur-
rently endorses 10 brands, 
with more queuing up to 
sign him

S N E A K E R  H E A D 
A self-confessed  
shopaholic, Chopra  
loves spending on 
clothes and shoes. He 
owns over 40 pairs of 
shoes and his collection 
of Nike’s Air Jordan has 
grown since his win

The Hero We Needed

Actor

PA N K A J 
T R I PAT H I ,  4 4

COMMON  
MAN’S 
STAR

B E C A U S E  he has shown that 
streaming stars are just as 
good as the ones on the big 
screen. With cinemas shut 
for seven months last year, 
Tripathi was the entertainer 
of 2020 enjoying multiple 
successes on OTT platforms. 
There were two hit dramas 

in season two of Mirzapur 
(Prime Video) and Crimi-
nal Justice: Behind Closed 
Doors (Disney+ Hotstar) and 
acclaimed performances in 
three films—Gunjan Sax-
ena: The Kargil Girl, Ludo 
and Mimi (all on Netflix)

B E C A U S E  he’s changing 
the image of the Hindi film 
hero. When most expect the 
leading man to be brawny 
or showboat themselves, 
Tripathi’s approach to his 
craft is low-key, one that 
emphasises pauses. And it is 
working for both audiences 
and critics alike

B E C A U S E  between Akshay 
Kumar, who is co-producing 
his next, OMG 2, and Farhan 
Akhtar and Ritesh Sidh-
wani’s Fukrey and Mirzapur 
franchises, Tripathi’s the 
man of the moment for str-
eaming and theatrical shows 

V I L L A G E  R O C K S TA R 
Tripathi’s acting journey 
began in his early teens 
doing folk plays during 
festivals in Bihar’s Belsand 
village. “It amazes me how 
someone like me from a 
remote village has come 
so far,” he says. “I feel I was 
destined to be an actor”

Photograph by BANDEEP SINGH

Photograph by BANDEEP SINGH
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B E C A U S E  he managed to 
make a stellar IPO debut—
at a premium of nearly 66 
per cent. Zomato raised 
Rs 9,375 crore in mid July 
this year and had a healthy 
overall subscription of 38x. 
Now Zomato has a $5.4 
billion (Rs 40,546.8 crore) 
valuation—about 15 times 
its sales for the financial  
year 2020 

B E C A U S E  Zomato made 
this entry despite many 
odds—the unicorn contin-
ues to be in the red; it was 
snubbed by top market in-
vestor Rakesh Jhunjhun-
wala, who said he wouldn’t 
buy its shares at the given 
valuation; and it faced the 
risk of finding long-term 
investors 

B E C A U S E  he has opened 
doors for several other 
unicorns to tap the stock 
markets and seek market 
valuations, instead of 
convincing fund managers 
of PE, VC etc 

O F F  T H E  M E N U  Goyal got 
the idea for his start-up 
after watching his col-
leagues at his first job 
at Bain & Co squabbling 
over menus to order from

Delivery Don 

Co-founder and 
CEO, Zomato

D E E P I N D E R 
G OYA L ,  3 8

RAMESH PATHANIA/ GETTY IMAGES

B E C A U S E  with a 
wealth of Rs 24,000 
crore, they are the 
richest self-made en-
trepreneurs in India 
under 40. Zerodha, 
an online stock 
broking platform, 
grew 100 per cent 
month on month 
during the lockdown 
and accounts for 
about 10-15 per cent 
of the daily equity 
volume of India

B E C A U S E  Zerodha 
pioneered discount 

broking in India a 
decade ago and is 
now the largest player 
with over 6 million 
customers. As per 
news reports, it more 
than doubled its net 
income and revenue 
to reach Rs 1,000 
crore and Rs 2,500 
crore, respectively, in 
FY21

B E C A U S E  In an era of 
aggressive fund-rais-
ing and advertising, 
Zerodha has stuck to 
the basics of tradi-

tional businesses 
by focusing on the 
product and  
generating value 

D I F F E R E N T  PAT H S 
Nithin has said 
that if he wasn’t a 
stock broker, he 
would have been a 
sportsperson or in 
the music industry. 
Nikhil had an early 
start in business—
he started selling 
used cell phones 
while he was still a 
class 10 student

POWER BROKERS

Founder and CEO, 
Zerodha47 N I K H I L  K A M AT H ,  3 4

N I T H I N  K A M AT H ,  3 8 

Co-founder and Chief 
Investment Officer, Zerodha
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Managing Director, 
HCP Design, Planning & 
Management Pvt. Ltd.

B I M A L  PAT E L ,  6 0 B E C A U S E  he has been Naren-
dra Modi’s preferred archi-
tect since 2011—whether 
it is for Swarnim Sankul, a 
complex of government of-
fices flanking the legislative 
assembly building in Gandhi-
nagar, or the Rs 20,000 crore 
Central Vista project

B E C A U S E  the Central Vista 
project, he says, will subvert 
the iconography of power. 
Making the case that the 
present Parliament building 
was imagined as a Council 
House by the British, Patel 
has argued that it’s only now 
that India is getting its first 
“real” Parliament

B E C A U S E  his work on the 
Kashi Vishwanath Dham proj-
ect shows he does not believe 
in patchwork solutions to solve 
large-scale urban problems 
like overcrowding. Undeterred 
by laments about heritage and 
the environment, Patel will go 
big when he has to

L I K E  F AT H E R  Patel grew up 
in a modern home designed 
by his father, the renowned 
architect Hasmukh Patel. 
Seeing his father explain the 
design of the house to guests 
and prospective clients, 
Patel started doing the same 
with unsuspecting visitors. 
“I feel doubly privileged,” he 
told a magazine. “Not only 
did I grow up in a wonderful 
house, I also had early train-
ing in explaining design!”

Monumental 
Architect
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B E C A U S E  he is ensuring that with 
the new BCCI (post the Committee 
of Administrators) reforms in crick-
eting governance happen smoothly 
and that cricket gets its respect back 
after years of controversies 

B E C A U S E  amid Covid concerns 
and BCCI president Sourav Gan-
guly’s health problems, Shah en-
sured the Indian Premier League 
goes on and shifted the venue of 
the T20 World Cup to Dubai so 
that the BCCI doesn’t take much 
of a hit 

B E C A U S E  he convinced Virat Kohli 
to step back from T20 leadership 
post the World Cup to develop a 
team of a new generation. Kohli 
will lead the Indian team in longer 
formats. Shah also roped in former 
skippers like M.S. Dhoni as mentors 
and Rahul Dravid as a coach

C O M F O R T  F O O D  All of Shah’s 
meetings have one fixture—a 
Gujarati thali. He loves his  
community’s cuisine so much 
that he serves the same to his 
colleagues and visitors

Secretary, BCCI and President,  
Asian Cricket Council 

J AY  S H A H ,  3 3

New Player

Photograph by BANDEEP SINGH
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YouTuber

C A R RY M I N AT I ,  2 2

CLICK BAITER
B E C A U S E  he is Asia’s biggest 
individual YouTuber. With 32.5 
million subscribers, CarryMinati 
a.k.a. Ajey Nagar is one of the 
most popular digital creators, 
with each of his videos garnering 
at least 40 million views. Brand 
integration for one video on his 
main channel costs an estimated 
Rs 75 lakh to Rs 1 crore

B E C A U S E  his reckless com-
mentary resonates with the 
youth. Profanity-laden rants and 
allegations of being insensitive 
haven’t stopped young men and 
women from embracing him. Be 
it his roast of TikTok, which was 
the top trending video of 2020 

in India, or scathing review of 
the reality show Bigg Boss, which 
made use of animation, people 
listen when CarryMinati talks 

B E C A U S E  his audience is only 
growing. The past 12 months saw 
him add 6 million subscribers 
even though he uploaded only six 
videos, including the rap track 
‘Yalgaar’ which has over 250  
million views

B O L LY W O O D  C A L L I N G  
CarryMinati will make his fea-
ture debut in the Ajay Devgn-
directed Mayday, in which he 
plays a role he is familiar with—
that of a social media sensation
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By M.G. Arun, Kaushik Deka, Shwweta Punj, Sonali Acharjee, Suhani Singh, 
Amarnath K. Menon, Anilesh S. Mahajan, Anshuman Tiwari, Shelly Anand,  

Rahul Noronha, Mohammad Waqas, Shreevatsa Nevatia, Romita Datta

H&M-Main-40-50-Nov1.indd   72 10/21/2021   4:21:45 AM





POWER PEOPLE—INDEX

72   INDIA TODAY    NOV E M BE R 1 ,  2021

THE TOP GUNS
The readout of India’s most significant personalities in 2021, from the country’s 
businesspersons and politicians to its athletes, entertainers and spiritual leaders

RATAN TATA
Chairman 

Emeritus, Tata 
Sons

CYRUS/ ADAR 
POONAWALLA

Cyrus Poonawalla 
Group; Serum 

Institute

CARRYMINATI
YouTuber

SALMAN KHAN
Actor

MUKESH AMBANI
CMD, Reliance Industries

1 1
SAME2021 2020

AKSHAY KUMAR
Actor-Producer

17 18 1

2021 2020 GAIN

SANJIV PURI 
Chairman & MD, ITC Ltd

18 17 1

LOSS2021 2020

VIRAT KOHLI
Cricketer

1727 10
LOSS2021 2020

DR NARESH TREHAN 
Medanta Heart Institute

916 25
GAIN2021 2020

KIRAN MAZUMDAR-SHAW  
Founder, Biocon

225 27
GAIN2021 2020

ANIL AGARWAL 
Vedanta Resources

515 20
GAIN2021 2020

R.C. BHARGAVA
Chairman, Maruti Suzuki

419 15
LOSS2021 2020

BABA RAMDEV & ACHARYA 
BALKRISHNA Patanjali Ayurved

328 31
GAIN2021 2020

HARISH SALVE
Advocate, Supreme Court

330 33
GAIN2021 2020

GAUTAM ADANI 
Chairman, Adani Group

1

GAIN2021 2020

2 3

N. CHANDRASEKARAN 
Chairman, Tata Sons

2

GAIN2021 2020

9 11

KUMAR MANGALAM BIRLA
Chairman, Aditya Birla Group

1

LOSS2021 2020

3 2

CYRUS & ADAR POONAWALLA 
Cyrus Poonawalla Group,  
Serum Institute

10

GAIN2021 2020

10 28

RATAN TATA  
Chairman Emeritus, Tata Sons

1

GAIN2021 2020

4 5

AMITABH BACHCHAN 
Actor

2

LOSS2021 2020

11 9

UDAY KOTAK 
MD, Kotak Mahindra Bank

2021 2020

5 4 1

LOSS

SAME

SAJJAN JINDAL 
Chairman, JSW Group

2021 2020

6 6

AMIT AGARWAL
CEO, Amazon India

LOSS2021 2020

1623 7

SUNIL BHARTI MITTAL 
Chairman, Bharti Enterprises

GAIN2021 2020

77 14

AJAY PIRAMAL  
Chairman, Piramal Group

LOSS2021 2020

1

SHIV & ROSHNI NADAR 
HCL Technologies

2021 2020

13 12
LOSS

1

14 13
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AZIM PREMJI
Founder Chairman, Wipro

8 8
2021 2020 SAME

NANDAN NILEKANI  
Co-founder, Infosys

2021 2020

12 -
NEW

RAKESH JHUNJHUNWALA 
Investor, film producer

21 -
2021 2020 NEW

22 23
2021 2020

VIJAY SHEKHAR SHARMA 
Founder & CEO, Paytm

GAIN

1

SANJIV GOENKA 
Chairman, RPSG Group

24 19
2021 2020

5

LOSS

ANAND MAHINDRA
Chairman, Mahindra Group

26 16
2021 2020

10

LOSS

DILIP SHANGHVI
MD, Sun Pharma

29 29
2021 2020 SAME

KALANITHI MARAN 
Chairman, Sun Group

2021 2020

32 39 7

GAIN

10  
THE NUMBER 

OF NEW 
ENTRANTS 
TO THE LIST 

IN 2021

18  
STEPS UP:  

THE GREATEST 
GAINERS WERE 

CYRUS AND ADAR 
POONAWALLA, 

WHO ROSE  
TO #10

19  
STEPS DOWN: 
THE GREATEST 

FALL WAS 
SALMAN KHAN, 

WHO ENDED  
AT #40

DEEPAK PAREKH 
Chairman, HDFC

31 -
2021 2020 NEW

BYJU RAVEENDRAN
Founder, BYJU’s

20 24
2021 2020

4

GAIN

The oldest 
person on the 

list, at 83

The youngest 
person on the 

list, at 22
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CARRYMINATI
YouTuber

SALMAN KHAN
Actor

MUKESH AMBANI
CMD, Reliance Industries

1 1
SAME2021 2020

AKSHAY KUMAR
Actor-Producer

17 18 1

2021 2020 GAIN

SANJIV PURI 
Chairman & MD, ITC Ltd

18 17 1

LOSS2021 2020

VIRAT KOHLI
Cricketer

1727 10
LOSS2021 2020

DR NARESH TREHAN 
Medanta Heart Institute

916 25
GAIN2021 2020

KIRAN MAZUMDAR-SHAW  
Founder, Biocon

225 27
GAIN2021 2020

ANIL AGARWAL 
Vedanta Resources

515 20
GAIN2021 2020

R.C. BHARGAVA
Chairman, Maruti Suzuki

419 15
LOSS2021 2020

BABA RAMDEV & ACHARYA 
BALKRISHNA Patanjali Ayurved

328 31
GAIN2021 2020

HARISH SALVE
Advocate, Supreme Court

330 33
GAIN2021 2020

GAUTAM ADANI 
Chairman, Adani Group

1

GAIN2021 2020

2 3

N. CHANDRASEKARAN 
Chairman, Tata Sons

2

GAIN2021 2020

9 11

KUMAR MANGALAM BIRLA
Chairman, Aditya Birla Group

1

LOSS2021 2020

3 2

CYRUS & ADAR POONAWALLA 
Cyrus Poonawalla Group,  
Serum Institute

10

GAIN2021 2020

10 28

RATAN TATA  
Chairman Emeritus, Tata Sons

1

GAIN2021 2020

4 5

AMITABH BACHCHAN 
Actor

2

LOSS2021 2020

11 9

UDAY KOTAK 
MD, Kotak Mahindra Bank

2021 2020

5 4 1

LOSS

SAME

SAJJAN JINDAL 
Chairman, JSW Group

2021 2020

6 6

AMIT AGARWAL
CEO, Amazon India

LOSS2021 2020

1623 7

SUNIL BHARTI MITTAL 
Chairman, Bharti Enterprises

GAIN2021 2020

77 14

AJAY PIRAMAL  
Chairman, Piramal Group

LOSS2021 2020

1

SHIV & ROSHNI NADAR 
HCL Technologies

2021 2020

13 12
LOSS

1

14 13
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AZIM PREMJI
Founder Chairman, Wipro

8 8
2021 2020 SAME

NANDAN NILEKANI  
Co-founder, Infosys

2021 2020

12 -
NEW

RAKESH JHUNJHUNWALA 
Investor, film producer

21 -
2021 2020 NEW

22 23
2021 2020

VIJAY SHEKHAR SHARMA 
Founder & CEO, Paytm

GAIN

1

SANJIV GOENKA 
Chairman, RPSG Group

24 19
2021 2020

5

LOSS

ANAND MAHINDRA
Chairman, Mahindra Group

26 16
2021 2020

10

LOSS

DILIP SHANGHVI
MD, Sun Pharma

29 29
2021 2020 SAME

KALANITHI MARAN 
Chairman, Sun Group

2021 2020

32 39 7

GAIN

10  
THE NUMBER 

OF NEW 
ENTRANTS 
TO THE LIST 

IN 2021

18  
STEPS UP:  

THE GREATEST 
GAINERS WERE 

CYRUS AND ADAR 
POONAWALLA, 

WHO ROSE  
TO #10

19  
STEPS DOWN: 
THE GREATEST 

FALL WAS 
SALMAN KHAN, 

WHO ENDED  
AT #40

DEEPAK PAREKH 
Chairman, HDFC

31 -
2021 2020 NEW

BYJU RAVEENDRAN
Founder, BYJU’s

20 24
2021 2020

4

GAIN

The oldest 
person on the 

list, at 83

The youngest 
person on the 

list, at 22

H&M Index.indd   74-75 10/21/2021   11:44:45 AM



74    INDIA TODAY    NOV E M BE R 1 ,  2021

AJIT MOHAN
MD, Facebook India

642 48
GAIN2021 2020

MONIKA SHERGILL 
VP, Content, Netflix India

1535 50
GAIN2021 2020

RAHUL BHATIA
MD, InterGlobe Enterprises

634 40
GAIN2021 2020

SRI SRI RAVI SHANKAR
Spiritual Guru

539 34
LOSS2021 2020

SALMAN KHAN
Actor

1940 21
LOSS2021 2020

DEEPINDER GOYAL
CEO, Zomato

346 49
GAIN2021 2020

NITHIN & NIKHIL KAMATH
CEO, CIO, Zerodha

47 -
NEW2021 2020

JAY SHAH
Secretary, BCCI

NEW2021 2020

48 -

BIMAL PATEL 
HCP Design, Planning 
& Management

49 -
2021 2020 NEW

CARRYMINATI 
YouTuber

50 -
2021 2020 NEW

PRASHANT KISHOR
Election strategist

33 -
2021 2020 NEW

BHAVISH AGARWAL
Co-founder & CEO, OLA

36 -
2021 2020 NEW

APARNA PUROHIT 
Amazon Prime Video

37 42
2021 2020

5

GAIN

VINEET JAIN 
MD, Times Group

38 36
2021 2020

2

LOSS

MAHENDRA MOHAN GUPTA 
& SANJAY GUPTA
Jagran Prakashan Ltd

41 41
2021 2020 SAME

43 43
2021 2020

SADHGURU JAGGI VASUDEV
Spiritual leader, activist

SAME

NEERAJ CHOPRA 
Olympic Gold Medalist

44 -
2021 2020 NEW

PANKAJ TRIPATHI
Actor

45 -
2021 2020 NEW

MUKESH AMBANI
Chairman, Reliance 

Industries

SADHGURU 
JAGGI VASUDEV
Spiritual leader, 

activist

6  
PEOPLE 

RETAINED THEIR 
RANKS FROM  
LAST YEAR: 

 
MUKESH  

AMBANI (#1),  
SAJJAN JINDAL 

(#6), AZIM  
PREMJI (#8), DILIP 
SHANGHVI (#29), 

MAHENDRA 
MOHAN/ SANJAY 
GUPTA (#41) AND 

SADHGURU 
JAGGI VASUDEV 

(#43)

POWER PEOPLE—INDEX

H&M Index.indd   76 10/21/2021   11:25:39 AM





78    INDIA TODAY    A PR I L 3 ,  2017 A PR I L 3 ,  2017   INDIA TODAY   79

P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  O F  I N D I A

N A R E N D R A  M O D I ,  7 1
1*

MASTER 
OF ALL HE 
SURVEYS
B E C A U S E  he continues to be the 

supreme commander of the government 
and the ruling BJP. Despite the many 
crises such as the pandemic, economic 

distress and farmers’ protests, he 
remains way ahead in the popularity 

stakes, as a range of opinion polls show 

B E C A U S E  his personal stamp is 
evident everywhere, be it the Union 

cabinet reshuffle or the change of chief 
ministers in BJP-ruled states. The 

nationwide celebration of his birthday 
and completion of 20 years in public 

office was almost an official acceptance 
of his cult status, an unprecedented 
phenomenon in the Sangh Parivar

B E C A U S E  he rarely blinks under 
pressure, be it on the farm laws or a 
caste census. And despite some flip-
flops, under him, India has anchored 
the world’s largest vaccination drive 

 C AT C H  ’ E M  Y O U N G  After the 2019 win, 
PM Modi had asked J.P. Nadda and 

B.L. Santhosh to keep an eye out for 
younger leaders, especially women 

and those from the backward classes. 
Their recommendations have come 
through as candidates for MLCs, the 

BJP organisation team and also in the 
recent cabinet reshuffle

THE CLOUT 
WIELDERS

THE GLOBAL COVID PANDEMIC, which hit the 
world last year, not only took away the lives of millions 

and devastated economies, it also reorganised the 
political order in many regions. India was among the 

countries hit the hardest by the ravaging virus, yet, the 
political impact of Covid is still not evident. Six states 
went to polls since the pandemic broke out in India in 

March 2020—all before the second wave of Covid hit the 
country in early April 2021—but it was not an electoral 
issue during the campaigns. The political power order 

of the country has remained largely unchanged with the 
RSS-BJP ecosystem firmly entrenched at the top. While 
de facto Congress chief Rahul Gandhi remains the sole 

national voice against the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi-led BJP government, recent political movements 

have seen the emergence of regional satraps as new 
power centres. West Bengal chief minister Mamata 

Banerjee not only withstood a massive BJP campaign 
to dethrone her in the assembly poll earlier this year but 
is also now projecting herself as an alternative to Modi. 

In this quest, she will need the support of Maratha 
stalwart Sharad Pawar, who is the unofficial nerve centre 

of the Maharashtra government. The India Today 
political power list of 2021 provides a quick overview 

of the strongest players giving direction to the political 
discourse in the country.

POLITICIANS

H I G H  &  M I G H T Y

76    INDIA TODAY    NOV E M BE R 1 ,  2021 *Arrows sugest drop/ rise/ no change in  
ranking; 2020 ranking alongside
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RSS Sarsanghchalak

M O H A N  B H A G WAT,  7 1

B E C A U S E  the opinion and 
vision of the top two heads of 
the RSS matter in the policy 
directives of the BJP-ruled 
Union government and the 
18 states the party rules (12 
alone and six with allies). The 
RSS’s influence is evident in 
some of the key developments 
of the past few years—con-
struction of the Ram Mandir, 
abrogation of Article 370, 
criminalisation of religious 
conversion for marriage. The 
Centre is also taking forward 
the RSS’s economic agenda of 
swadeshi or self-reliance

B E C A U S E  the RSS is now no 
longer just the ideological 
fountainhead of the BJP, it is 
also helping the government 
ensure the implementation of 
certain schemes and projects 
as well, such as ‘Azadi ka 
Amrit Mahotsav’ and ‘Sewa 
hi Sangathan’

B E C A U S E  RSS pracharaks, 
who play crucial roles in the 
BJP’s electoral machinery, 
directly report to the duo, and 
they, in turn, advise the BJP 

NOV E M BE R 1 ,  2021   INDIA TODAY    79

B E C A U S E  the BJP’s 
national electoral 
fortunes depend on its 
performance in Uttar 
Pradesh, and Yogi is 
their man there. By 
constantly raising 
issues such as ‘love ji-
had’ and ‘cow protec-
tion’, he has emerged 
as the ‘Hindutva face’ 
of the party. Many see 
him as the inheritor of 
the Modi-Shah legacy

B E C A U S E  despite the 
Covid second wave 
horrors in UP, the 
Yogi government 
came to grips with the 
situation quickly and 
managed to curtail 
the virus. Despite the 
large population, UP 
now reports very few 
Covid patients

B E C A U S E  Yogi has 
projected a new model 

B E C A U S E  he continues 
to anchor the coun-
try’s infrastructure 
overhaul plan, unlock-
ing highway projects 
worth more than Rs 5 
lakh crore. He is also 
executing the Bharat-
mala projects with 
the ports ministry 
and Sagarmala with 
the shipping ministry. 
Next mission: green-
field highways which 
will reduce the Delhi-

Sri n agar distance to 
eight hours and Delhi-
Mumbai to 12 hours 

B E C A U S E  Gadkari 
has acceptance across 
party lines. He has also 
earned the reputation 
of being a doer and 
is respected for his 
vision, understanding 
of his subject and his 
upfront approach 

B E C A U S E  he is leading 

PM Modi’s pet project 
of building infrastruct-
ure for green electric 
vehicles 

C H A I  P E  C H A R C H A? 
There was a time 
when a Gadkari invi-
tation to have a cuppa 
meant a feast, but 
now he has turned 
calorie conscious—
healthy poha has 
replaced all those 
fried goodies

Infrastructure Powerhouse

THE MILITANT MASCOT

N I T I N  G A D K A R I ,  6 4
Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways

B E C A U S E  he is PM 
Modi’s right-hand 
man and handles all 
critical ass ignments, 
including being inter-
locutor with warring 
RSS affiliates over the 
government’s policies

B E C A U S E  even though 
he is no longer party 
president, he is still 
the chief architect 
of the BJP’s poll 
campaigns, and his 
opinion counts in 

eve  rything, be it org-
anisational work or 
policy decisions 

B E C A U S E  as home 
minister, he is resp-
onsible for India’s 
int ernal security and 
the challenges the 
cou ntry faces on many 
fronts—cross-border 
terrorism, homegrown 
insurgents, drug 
smuggling etc. He also 
monitors peace talks 
with several insurgent 

groups in the North-
east and is de facto 
J&K administrator 

H O M E B O U N D  The 
Union home minister 
loves hom  emade 
gajar ka parantha for 
breakfast. No mat ter 
whe re he is, he al-
ways checks in with 
family—wife Sonal, 
son Jay, daughter-
in-law Rishita and 
four-year-old grand-
daughter Rudri

THE ULTIMATE ENFORCER

Union Minister for  
Home Affairs 

A M I T  S H A H ,  5 6

of governance, blend-
ing big-ticket develop-
ment works such as the 
340-km-long Pur-
vanchal Expressway 
with a drive against 
corruption and iron-
fisted law and order 
management

G R E E N  T H U M B  Yogi 
has set up a kitchen 
garden at his official 
residence in Luck-
now. He loves eating 
the produce from his 
garden

2

3

General Secretary, RSS

D AT TAT R E YA 
H O S A B A L E ,  6 6 

and its brass on corrective 
measures, whenever required 

B E H I N D  C L O S E D  D O O R S  
Despite pursuing a Hindutva 
agenda, Bhagwat strongly 
believes that ‘liberal Mus-
lims’ can be political allies 
of the RSS. He regularly has 
private as well as well as 
public meetings with the 
community’s leaders

S T U D E N T  O F  P O L I T I C S  
Hosabale, who is considered 
close to PM Modi, is the first 
RSS Sarkaryavah to have 
spent much of his early time 
in an anushangik (frontal 
organisation)—the student 
wing, Akhil Bharatiya Vidy-
arthi Parishad (ABVP)

Chief Minister, 
Uttar Pradesh

YO G I  
A D I T YA N AT H ,  4 9 

7

8

THE INVISIBLE LONG ARM

NEW

DEBAJYOTI CHAKRABORTY
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B E C A U S E  he is de 
facto leader of In-
dia’s main opposi-
tion party with a 
pan-India presence. 
Since the pandemic 
struck last year, he 
has been the most 
vocal and consistent 
Opposition voice on 
every national issue. 
That every state-
ment of his against 
PM Modi gets a 
collective res p onse 
from BJP leaders 
shows he is still the 
prime challenger

B E C A U S E  as leader 
of the Congress, 
his involvement is 
crucial for the succ-
ess of any united 
alliance against the 
BJP, a fact not lost 
on veterans such 
as Sharad Pawar 
and poll strategist 
Prashant Kishor

B E C A U S E  he has 

ass erted his author-
ity by gradually 
sidelining the veter-
ans and installing a 
new order. Did not 
hesitate in sack-
ing party stalwart 
Amarinder Singh 
even if can potential 
ly split the party in 
Punjab

T H E  M A K E O V E R 
Team Rahul is on 
an image-building 
exercise to demol-
ish the BJP-creat-
ed ‘Pappu’ tag, and 
target first-time 
voters for 2024. The 
idea is to present 
him as a new-age, 
educated and 
visionary leader. 
A new wardrobe, 
showing off his 
physique, interac-
tions with global 
thinkers, videos of 
his skills as a pilot 
etc., are all part of 
the exercise

National President, BJP

J . P.  N A D D A ,  6 0

B E C A U S E  as president of 
the world’s largest politi-
cal party, he has quickly 
carved out a space for him-
self despite working under 
the Modi-Shah duo 

B E C A U S E  he ensured a 
smooth transition of power 
in BJP-ruled Uttarakhand 
(twice), Assam, Karnataka 
and Gujarat. PM Modi 
did most of the talking 
with the incumbent and 
outgoing CMs, but Nadda 
is the one who ensured the 
transition did not lead to 
any untoward incidents 

B E C A U S E  Nadda has been 
very effective in ringing 
in change in the party 
without creating much 
friction. This includes giv-
ing more space to women, 
OBCs, Dalits, tribals and a 
younger leadership 

F R E E  K I C K S  G A L O R E 
Nadda is a keen foot-
ball follower and fan of 
tournaments such as the 
European Champions 
League. In his younger 
days, he was also a 
swimmer and loved 
horse-riding 

COUNTERPOISING WEIGHT

His Party’s Voice

B E C A U S E  he is the official 
RSS link to Sangh affiliates 
and the BJP. As chief of BJP 
organisation, he has imme-
nse clout within the party. 
No BJP chief minister keeps 
him waiting when he visits 
a state

B E C A U S E  he played a crucial 
role in the organisational 
and cabinet reshuffle. His 
loyalists got crucial posi-
tions in both moves. San-
thosh was also instrumental 
in ensuring the exit of bête 

noire B.S. Yediyurappa as 
Karnataka chief minister 

B E C A U S E  he is the BJP’s 
go-to man for expansion 
in south India. Santhosh 
has also ensured a ceasefire 
among the party’s warring 
groups in states such as UP, 
Manipur, Tripura, Goa

B R I C K  B Y  B R I C K  Santhosh 
is a qualified engineer and 
the first national gen-
eral secretary in the BJP to 
have a professional degree 
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B E C A U S E  in the 
West Bengal ass-
embly poll, she 
crushed the BJP’s 
massive election 
machinery led by 
the Modi-Shah 
duo, cem enting 
her position as the 
undisputed leader of 
the most politically 
signific ant state in 
eastern India 

B E C A U S E  Mamata 
is now projecting 
herself as the leader 
of all forces inimi-
cal to Modi and the 
BJP in the 2024 Lok 
Sabha poll. On every 
big national issue, 
her party , the TMC, 
has been trying to 
emerge as the first 
voice against the 

ruling BJP, subtly 
occupying the space 
of the Congress 

B E C A U S E  she is 
focused not just on 
rhetoric but is also 
building the party’s 
organisational 
structure in new 
regions such as the 
Northeast and Goa 

C L O S E  WAT C H 
Mamata recently 
shifted from her 
old Titan watch to a 
new Apple wrist-
watch. Reason: 
being a fitness 
freak, it gives her 
minute-by-minute 
health updates, the 
number of steps 
she takes, heart 
and pulse rates, etc.

The Tallest Challenger

Chief Minister, 
West Bengal

M A M ATA  
B A N E R J E E ,  6 6

B E C A U S E  Pawar is the 
architect of the Maharash-
tra Vikas Aghadi (MVA), a 
first-of-its-kind experiment 
where three mainstream 
parties got together to form 
a coalition government 

B E C A U S E  he has succeeded 

in creating a permanent 
rift between one-time 
staunch allies BJP and 
Shiv Sena. At the same 
time, he has an excellent 
rapport with PM Narendra 
Modi, making him the real 
power broker for the MVA 
government 

B E C A U S E  his open criti-
cism of Congress and its 
role in leading the Opposi-
tion has given other parties 
hope that Pawar could be a 
binding force for non-BJP, 
non-Congress parties in the 
2024 general election

C H E C K M AT E  During the 
lockdown, Pawar spent 
time listening to Marathi 
songs and playing chess 
with daughter Supriya 
Sule. His favourite Marathi 
number is Tarun aahe 
ratra ajuni (The night is not 
over yet), a romantic song 
by Asha Bhonsle

S H A R A D 
PAWA R ,  8 0

President, 
Nationalist 
Congress Party

The Persistent 
Matchmaker

General Secretary 
(Organisation), BJP 

B . L .  
S A N T H O S H ,  5 6

TRUSTY GO-BETWEEN

9

R A H U L  G A N D H I ,  5 1
Lok Sabha MP, Congress

10

—Kaushik Deka, Anilesh S. Mahajan, Ashish 
Misra, Romita Datta and Kiran D. Tare
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B E C A U S E  he is de 
facto leader of In-
dia’s main opposi-
tion party with a 
pan-India presence. 
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even if can potential 
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Punjab
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POWER-CRATS
BUREAUCRATS ARE INDISPENSABLE to the Narendra Modi 
government. This truism held good in the first term of the government. 
Midway through its second term, the government has increased its reliance 
on a set of key bureaucrats in a way few other administrations have. 
Officials not only draw up important policy decisions—from divestment to 
the restructuring of the defence ministry—but also implement them. They 
are thus seen as critical to the government’s performance. Efficiency and 
achievement are rewarded through extensions and key bureaucrats are 
retained in the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) as advisors after retirement. 
The Modi government’s PMO is arguably the most powerful since Indira 
Gandhi’s in the early 1970s and later in the early 1980s. It straddles every 
aspect of governance, from national security to the economy and Covid-19 
management, and relies on the corps of efficient bureaucrats working 
under the watchful eye of the PM. The career progression of former 
bureaucrats now extends even into the Union cabinet. After the July 
2021 reshuffle, there are now a record five former civil servants serving as 
cabinet ministers—Hardeep Singh Puri, S. Jaishankar, R.K. Singh, R.P. 
Singh and Ashwini Vaishnaw. Two key former civil servants in the PMO—
Principal Secretary to the prime minister, P.K. Mishra; and National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval—also enjoy cabinet minister rank. This might 
just be the golden age of the bureaucracy.   

ADMINISTR ATORS

H I G H  &  M I G H T Y

P.K. MISHRA, 73

NUMERO UNO  

SECURITY CZAR
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1

P R I N C I P A L  S E C R E T A R Y  T O  T H E 
P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  O F  I N D I A

National Security 
Advisor 

A J I T  D O VA L ,  7 6 
2

B E C A U S E  India’s longest-serving 
NSA has become the indispensable 
second engine of national security 
to diplomacy—from addressing ten-
sions with China in Ladakh to en-
suring a painless exit from Afghani-
stan to opening up a back channel 
with the Taliban and liaising with 
his counterparts around the world 

B E C A U S E  his office at New Delhi’s 
Sardar Patel Bhawan is where the 
who’s who of the intelligence and 
security world can be spotted—
Richard Moore of MI6, William J. 
Burns of the CIA and Russian NSA 
Nikolay Patrushev, to name a few 

B E C A U S E  Doval is on a first-name 

basis with not just his 
global counterparts 
but his office staff as 
well. Cultivates an 
air of informality 
and approachability 
at work. Just about 
anyone can walk up to 
him with a suggestion 

T O TA L  R E C A L L  The Indian 
Army Corps of Engineers 
recently gifted Doval 
a copy of his military 
veteran father Major 
Gunanand Doval’s ‘Part 
II order’—announcing 
his son’s birth in 1945 

B E C A U S E  ‘PKM’ is the country’s 
most powerful bureaucrat. As 
Prime Minister Modi’s closest 
aide, he has shaped key govern-
ment policies over the past year, 
from Covid management to en-
suring that vaccine production 
runs on full steam. Has ensured 
a smooth passage for reforms in 
defence, space and finance 

B E C A U S E  the inscrutable bu-
reaucrat continues to perform 
a critical function in the Modi 
government—getting the right 
person for the right job. He vets 
the appointments of all bureau-
crats, officials and politicians to 
positions in government, a task 

accomplished almost without 
incident for over seven years 

B E C A U S E  he continues to focus 
on his primary expertise of creat-
ing disaster management sys-
tems, which he first used in Gu-
jarat after the Kutch earthquake 
of 2001. As of 2021, he co-chairs 
the international Coalition for 
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 
with UK MP Alok Sharma  

P O W E R  H O U S E  
Moved into the late Arun Jait-
ley’s former residence, 
2, Krishna Menon Marg, after 
being elevated to cabinet  
rank in 2019

G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

A
P

H&M-Official-Nov1.indd   84-85 10/21/2021   3:37:44 AM



POWER-CRATS
BUREAUCRATS ARE INDISPENSABLE to the Narendra Modi 
government. This truism held good in the first term of the government. 
Midway through its second term, the government has increased its reliance 
on a set of key bureaucrats in a way few other administrations have. 
Officials not only draw up important policy decisions—from divestment to 
the restructuring of the defence ministry—but also implement them. They 
are thus seen as critical to the government’s performance. Efficiency and 
achievement are rewarded through extensions and key bureaucrats are 
retained in the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) as advisors after retirement. 
The Modi government’s PMO is arguably the most powerful since Indira 
Gandhi’s in the early 1970s and later in the early 1980s. It straddles every 
aspect of governance, from national security to the economy and Covid-19 
management, and relies on the corps of efficient bureaucrats working 
under the watchful eye of the PM. The career progression of former 
bureaucrats now extends even into the Union cabinet. After the July 
2021 reshuffle, there are now a record five former civil servants serving as 
cabinet ministers—Hardeep Singh Puri, S. Jaishankar, R.K. Singh, R.P. 
Singh and Ashwini Vaishnaw. Two key former civil servants in the PMO—
Principal Secretary to the prime minister, P.K. Mishra; and National 
Security Advisor Ajit Doval—also enjoy cabinet minister rank. This might 
just be the golden age of the bureaucracy.   

ADMINISTR ATORS

H I G H  &  M I G H T Y

P.K. MISHRA, 73

NUMERO UNO  

SECURITY CZAR

82    INDIA TODAY    NOV E M BE R 1 ,  2021

1

P R I N C I P A L  S E C R E T A R Y  T O  T H E 
P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  O F  I N D I A

National Security 
Advisor 

A J I T  D O VA L ,  7 6 
2

B E C A U S E  India’s longest-serving 
NSA has become the indispensable 
second engine of national security 
to diplomacy—from addressing ten-
sions with China in Ladakh to en-
suring a painless exit from Afghani-
stan to opening up a back channel 
with the Taliban and liaising with 
his counterparts around the world 

B E C A U S E  his office at New Delhi’s 
Sardar Patel Bhawan is where the 
who’s who of the intelligence and 
security world can be spotted—
Richard Moore of MI6, William J. 
Burns of the CIA and Russian NSA 
Nikolay Patrushev, to name a few 

B E C A U S E  Doval is on a first-name 

basis with not just his 
global counterparts 
but his office staff as 
well. Cultivates an 
air of informality 
and approachability 
at work. Just about 
anyone can walk up to 
him with a suggestion 

T O TA L  R E C A L L  The Indian 
Army Corps of Engineers 
recently gifted Doval 
a copy of his military 
veteran father Major 
Gunanand Doval’s ‘Part 
II order’—announcing 
his son’s birth in 1945 

B E C A U S E  ‘PKM’ is the country’s 
most powerful bureaucrat. As 
Prime Minister Modi’s closest 
aide, he has shaped key govern-
ment policies over the past year, 
from Covid management to en-
suring that vaccine production 
runs on full steam. Has ensured 
a smooth passage for reforms in 
defence, space and finance 

B E C A U S E  the inscrutable bu-
reaucrat continues to perform 
a critical function in the Modi 
government—getting the right 
person for the right job. He vets 
the appointments of all bureau-
crats, officials and politicians to 
positions in government, a task 

accomplished almost without 
incident for over seven years 

B E C A U S E  he continues to focus 
on his primary expertise of creat-
ing disaster management sys-
tems, which he first used in Gu-
jarat after the Kutch earthquake 
of 2001. As of 2021, he co-chairs 
the international Coalition for 
Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 
with UK MP Alok Sharma  

P O W E R  H O U S E  
Moved into the late Arun Jait-
ley’s former residence, 
2, Krishna Menon Marg, after 
being elevated to cabinet  
rank in 2019

G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

A
P

H&M-Official-Nov1.indd   84-85 10/21/2021   3:37:44 AM



ADMINISTRATORS

The Deliverer

MAN WITH A PLAN

Cabinet Secretary

R A J I V  
G A U B A ,  6 26

POLICY PUNDIT

COMMAND AND CONTROL
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A J AY  K U M A R 
B H A L L A ,  6 0
Home Secretary

G E N E R A L  B I P I N  R AWAT,  6 3
Chief of Defence Staff

Revenue 
Secretary

TA R U N  
B A J A J ,  5 9
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B E C A U S E  he is leading India’s bureau-
cracy at a time of enhanced social sector 
spending and delivering governance to 
the end of the queue. The government has 
to battle the pandemic and also carry out 
the world’s largest vaccination drive 

B E C A U S E  Gauba is a close confidant of 
PM Modi. His one-year extension in the 
country’s most influential bureaucratic 
post this August testifies his importance 

B E C A U S E  he is candid enough to accept 
why ‘Make in India’ didn’t succeed and 
is applying the lessons learned to its 
rebooted avatar, ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, 
with better policy and implementation 

D I F F E R E N T  S T R O K E S  Graduated from 
Patna University in 1980 with BJP 
president J.P. Nadda. Gauba was the 
low-profile studious BSc Physics gold 
medallist, Nadda the voluble JP move-
ment student activist with a BA in 
Political Science

B E C A U S E  he oversaw the 
successful passage of some 
of the Modi government’s 
most controversial legis-
lations—the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA) 
and the withdrawal of the 
special status of Jammu  
and Kashmir 

B E C A U S E  he was given a 
rare one-year extension 
as home secretary, which 
will see him in office until 
August 2022

B E C A U S E  as the chairman 

of the empowered group for 
pandemic response and co-
ordination, he has been the 
government’s point person 
to respond to Covid-19

N O  M H A - B H A R AT  
Resolved Centre-state 
standoffs in Delhi by 
steering the Government 
of National Capital Ter-
ritory of Delhi (Amend-
ment) Act in March 2021, 
which officially gives pri-
macy to the Lt Governor 
over the elected govern-
ment in Delhi

B E C A U S E  as Secretary Department of Military 
Affairs, Chairman Chiefs of Staffs Committee 
and Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), he is India’s 
most powerful armed forces officer. Served as 
the bridge between the government and the 

three services during the Ladakh stand-
off to ensure a united military front in 
response to Beijing’s belligerence 

B E C A U S E  he has laid the groundwork 
for independent India’s biggest military 

reform—the creation of five inte-
grated theatre commands, which 
will replace the present 17 single-
service commands by 2023 

B E C A U S E  the ‘Integrated Capa-
bility Development Plan’ he is 
working on to present next year 
will radically transform the way 
the three armed forces acquire 
their hardware 

S TA R  P O W E R  Became India’s 
longest-serving four-star 
officer in December 2020, 
eclipsing General K.S. Thi-

mayya’s record of four years

B E C A U S E  he is considered 
to have PM Modi’s ear, 
and his views on policy 
matters, especially those 
related to Production 
Linked Incentives, en-
couraging capital expan-
sion and disinvestment, 
are regularly sought and 
well regarded 

B E C A U S E  he headed the 
empowered group of four 
secretaries tasked with 
economic and welfare 
measures during the 
pandemic and beyond. 
He is the brain behind 
blueprints for initiatives 
like the Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat Abhiyan and Ease 

of Doing Business 

B E C A U S E  he is working 
extensively on PM Modi’s 
pet project to reform 
tax (direct and indirect) 
compliances. He is the 
architect of ‘transparent 
taxation’—faceless tax 
assessment to reduce the 
scope for corruption and 
overreach by officials 

K E Y N E S I A N  C O I N A G E 
Emphasising the need 
for private investments 
in the economy, he  
pointed out to corpo-
rates in August 2021 that 
their “animal spirits” 
had gone missing  

B E C A U S E  he is one of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s most trusted bureaucrats. 
Knows the PM’s mind and delivers results to 
his satisfaction. Was appointed to the post 
less than a fortnight after his retirement in 
September 2021 

B E C A U S E  he designed and implemented 
two of the government’s most high-profile 
policies in recent times—the New Education 
Policy, 2020, and the Information Technol-
ogy Rules, 2021. The reticent bureaucrat, 
who served as secretary in the education 
and information and broadcasting (I&B) 
ministries, also handled the communication 
and public awareness campaigns around the 
two initiatives 

B E C A U S E  as I&B secretary, he was tasked 
with the government’s communication strat-
egy for the Covid pandemic 

TA S T E  O F  I N D I A  Khare loves travelling 
by train and early this year undertook 
a 24-hour journey with his family from 
Rangiya (Assam) to Lucknow, crisscross-
ing Kishanganj, Begusarai and Hajipur in 
Bihar, where he had served earlier  

Money Manager
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and the withdrawal of the 
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of the empowered group for 
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ordination, he has been the 
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to respond to Covid-19

N O  M H A - B H A R AT  
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three services during the Ladakh stand-
off to ensure a united military front in 
response to Beijing’s belligerence 
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B E C A U S E  he is considered 
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and his views on policy 
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of Doing Business 

B E C A U S E  he is working 
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tax (direct and indirect) 
compliances. He is the 
architect of ‘transparent 
taxation’—faceless tax 
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K E Y N E S I A N  C O I N A G E 
Emphasising the need 
for private investments 
in the economy, he  
pointed out to corpo-
rates in August 2021 that 
their “animal spirits” 
had gone missing  

B E C A U S E  he is one of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s most trusted bureaucrats. 
Knows the PM’s mind and delivers results to 
his satisfaction. Was appointed to the post 
less than a fortnight after his retirement in 
September 2021 

B E C A U S E  he designed and implemented 
two of the government’s most high-profile 
policies in recent times—the New Education 
Policy, 2020, and the Information Technol-
ogy Rules, 2021. The reticent bureaucrat, 
who served as secretary in the education 
and information and broadcasting (I&B) 
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and public awareness campaigns around the 
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B E C A U S E  as I&B secretary, he was tasked 
with the government’s communication strat-
egy for the Covid pandemic 

TA S T E  O F  I N D I A  Khare loves travelling 
by train and early this year undertook 
a 24-hour journey with his family from 
Rangiya (Assam) to Lucknow, crisscross-
ing Kishanganj, Begusarai and Hajipur in 
Bihar, where he had served earlier  

Money Manager
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Finance Secretary 

T.V.  
S O M A N AT H A N ,  5 6

Director, All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences

R A N D E E P  G U L E R I A ,  6 2

B E C A U S E  AIIMS has been 
leading the country in Covid 
research. Significant papers by 
the institute include work on 
death rate among the Covid 
reinfected, child vaccination, 
and treatment for Long Covid 

B E C A U S E  AIIMS chalked 
out a special plan to handle 
the second Covid wave. The 
institute added 150 beds  
and set up its own oxygen 

plant to cope with the demand 

B E C A U S E  as a member of the 
Covid taskforce, he played a 
key role in formulating policies 
on vaccination, treatment and  
oxygen availability

K I D S  F I R S T  Was one of the 
first public health experts  
to stress the need for  
vaccinating children and 
graded opening of schools 

B E C A U S E  he played a key role in 
nearly all major schemes of the 
government to contain the pan-
demic’s fallout, from Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat to expenditure rationalisa-
tion across ministries. His imprint 
is visible on the Rs 1.5 lakh crore 
saved by the government in FY21 
and the budgetary stimulus offered 
without populist announcements 

B E C A U S E  he gave the final push 
to the finance ministry’s recently-
announced ‘bad bank’ meant to 
clean up the high NPAs clogging 
financial sector balance-sheets. He 
was instrumental in ending extra-
budgetary borrowings to keep 
expenditure in check 

B E C A U S E  despite moving on from 
being joint secretary in the PMO, 
he remains one of PM Modi’s most 
trusted advisors 

R O L E  M O D E L  S. Malathi, a 1977 
Tamil Nadu cadre officer and for-
mer state chief secretary. Som-
anathan says he tries to emulate 
her dedication and quiet efficiency

PMO Point Person 

COVID STRATEGIST

—by Sandeep Unnithan, Shwweta Punj,  
Anilesh S. Mahajan, Kaushik Deka and Sonali Acharjee
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Can-do Chief Executive

A M I TA B H  K A N T,  6 5
CEO, NITI Aayog

B E C A U S E  he helms 
the government’s 
ambitious pro-
gramme of raising 
Rs 6 lakh crore by 
2025 through asset 
monetisation. Kant 
works with min-
istries to identify as-
sets, work through 
the process and 
monitor progress 

B E C A U S E  his 
views on critical 
subjects, such as 
entrepreneurship, 
electric vehicles, 
disinvestment and 
sustainability, drive 
decision-making. 

The influential 
policymaker got a 
fourth tenure exten-
sion as NITI Aayog 
CEO in June 2021 

B E C A U S E  he can 
market reforms 
and get things 
done—from Incred-
ible India to Make 
in India, Startup 
India, ease of doing 
business and now 
asset monetisation 

V O LT  P O P U L I 
Drives an electric 
cycle and electric 
car. Has ensured 
all senior officers at 
NITI Aayog use EVs
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HOME IN  
THE WORLD

IT WAS A MATTER OF TIME before the highest political 
offices in the West came to be occupied by ‘Kamala’, ‘Rishi’ 

and ‘Priti’. There is something altogether thrilling about the 
familiarity with which these names roll off our tongues, and 

the affinity we feel is not wholly invented. We share with 
today’s US vice-president and Britain’s chancellor a cultural 

heritage that goes beyond the oftentimes limiting tropes 
of nationality and genealogy. When Priti Patel, UK’s home 

secretary, speaks to her Conservative Party colleagues about 
the value of seva (service) in Manchester, she is making 

Indianness a part of their discourse.
In a year when discussions about race and identity 

seem to have radically altered, we see immigrants owning 
their narratives like never before. But while there is, on the 
one hand, a clear, new confidence with which the Indian 

diaspora is now doing its business, we also see that they are 
demonstrating a greater responsibility towards the world in 
which they live. Having been made Microsoft chairman this 

year, Satya Nadella has shown an earnest commitment towards 
reducing his company’s carbon footprint. Despite record profits, 

ArcelorMittal Group executive chairman Lakshmi Mittal is, 
similarly, just as concerned about the environment. 
Some NRIs have also proven true that Indian adage—it 

is invariably our own people who come to our aid when we 
are in peril. As Covid exacerbated concerns about our health 
and economy, it was Soumya Swaminathan, the WHO’s chief 

scientist, who helped us prepare better for adversity, and 
it was the IMF’s Gita Gopinath who gave us an economic 

roadmap for recovery. Be it a simple Google search or fighting 
the pandemic, there now seems to be an Indian hand in 

everything. This is our best moment.

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  O F 
T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S

88    INDIA TODAY    NOV E M BE R 1 ,  2021

KAMALA 
HARRIS, 57

HEALING 
TOUCH
B E C A U S E  Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was right when he said she 
is a source of “inspiration for so 
many around the world”. As the first 
woman, the first African-American, 
and the first South Asian-American 
to be elected Vice-President of the 
United States, Harris has come to 
signify both hope and possibility

B E C A U S E  she has taken to heart 
her mother Shyamala Gopalan’s 
lesson—“When you see a problem, 
don’t complain. Do something to 
make it right.” Having inherited 
from Donald Trump a divided US, 

her strategy from the start has been 
to “unify and heal”

B E C A U S E  she doesn’t shy away from 
difficult conversations. Meeting 
Vietnamese leaders in August, 
she asked them to release political 
dissidents. In September, she 
even reminded Modi that “it is 
imperative we defend democratic 
principles and institutions within 
our respective countries” 

F A M I LY  F I R S T  Harris’s husband, 
Douglas Emhoff, has said that  
she never loses sight of what is 
truly important—family. Even at 
the peak of her campaign, she 
would keep tabs on everyone and 
often send him videos and photos 
from the road11
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UK’s Chancellor of  
the Exchequer 

CEO, Alphabet, Google 

R I S H I  S U N A K ,  41

S U N D A R  P I C H A I ,  4 9

B E C A U S E  he has helped 
Britain’s economy 
survive the pandemic. 
More pragmatist than 
ideologue, he found a 
way of managing the 
UK’s colossal spending 
and borrowing

B E C A U S E  he is loved 
by even those he taxes. 
Even though Sunak’s 
tax rates were the high-
est in 50-odd years, 
polls showed he is 
admired by the British 

people at large

B E C A U S E  he acknowl-
edges the role that race 
plays in one’s personal 
and public life. In his 
first speech to Parlia-
ment, he joked about 
how his Yorkshire con-
stituents often teased 
him about his “tan”

H E A D S TA R T  Sunak 
studied at presti-
gious institutions like 
Winchester College, 

Oxford and Stanford 
University. He even 
co-founded a large 
investment firm and 
worked with compa-
nies in Silicon Valley 
and Bengaluru. For 
these opportunities, 
he often thanks his 
parents. His father 
was an NHS family GP, 
while his mother ran a 
local chemist shop. It 
was here that Sunak 
first added numbers 
and health

B E C A U S E  not only 
has Google doubled 
its workforce since 
he became CEO in 
2015, Alphabet has 
tripled in value, too 

B E C A U S E  he re-
mains desi at heart. 
Not only does he 
quote M.S. Dhoni in 
his tweets, he also 
said to the BBC in 
July, “I’m an Ameri-
can citizen but India 
is deeply within me”

B E C A U S E  when 
promising that 
Google will invest 
a billion dollars 
in Africa, he said, 
“Every new tech-
nology—from the 
rotary phone to the 
television—changed 
my family’s life for 
the better. That’s 
why I’m a technol-
ogy optimist”

H E A D  C O A C H  With 
140,000 employees 

to manage, Pichai’s 
job is not easy. And 
Covid only made it 
harder. A firm be-
liever in the idea of 
equal participation, 
Pichai developed a 
trick. “I’ll go around 
the table, one by 
one, and ask people 
to clearly state 
their position,” he 
told an interviewer 
in March. “You are 
not just a manager. 
You are a coach”

B E C A U S E  by electing him 
chairman, Microsoft has 
given him a chance to have 
greater influence. After get-
ting the board’s vote of confi-
dence, Nadella is now helping 
the company strategise for 
the next decade, where there 
will be 50 billion connected 
devices. He believes that the 
next decade is all about dis-
tributed and ubiquitous tech 
focused on every industry 

B E C A U S E  under him, Micro-
soft continues to reach new 
heights. With a market capi-
talisation of about $2 trillion 
(Rs 150.6 lakh crore), it is 
the clear No. 2, well ahead of 

Amazon and just a bit  
behind Apple 

B E C A U S E  under him, Micro-
soft is all set to shift to a 100 
per cent renewable energy 
model for all its data centres, 
buildings and campuses by 
2025 

G A M E  F A C E  Nadella played 
cricket for his school in 
Hyderabad. The lessons he 
learnt from the sport, he 
says, exceeded just in-
swingers and cover drives: 
“I learnt that leadership 
is about bringing out the 
best in everyone and about 
when to intervene”

NURSING BACK TO WEALTH

13

Chief Scientist, WHO

S O U M YA  
S WA M I N AT H A N ,  6 2

B E C A U S E  she has not flinched 
in the face of adversity. During 
the pandemic, she has tirelessly 
worked with the world’s scien-
tists, helped advance clinical 
trials and developed bench-
marks for vaccines

B E C A U S E  she has always fol-
lowed the science and resisted 
the temptation of unneces-
sary forecasting. “No one has a 
crystal ball and it’s impossible 
to predict a third wave,” she told 
an interviewer in August

B E C A U S E  she doesn’t let jargon 
obfuscate the WHO’s or her 
own message. Whether it’s the 
subject of vaccine efficacy or 
Covid’s impact on children, she 
has kept things simple 

B O O K W O R M  
She was once a voracious 
reader. Her love for animals 
made her a fan of Gerald Dur-
rell’s work, but her book-
shelves also had dog-eared 
copies of Jane Eyre and Sher-
lock Holmes. A great admirer 
of Rabindranath Tagore, she 
said in an interview, “I am a 
huge fan of Indian literature, 
but after getting into medi-
cine, there was less and less 
time to read fiction”

Taking Everyone Along

S AT YA  N A D E L L A ,  5 4
Chairman & CEO, Microsoft 
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B E C A U S E  to him and his family, values mat-
ter more than profits. For instance, when 
the Hindujas saw their hospital in Mumbai’s 
Khar area was making a profit, they merged 
it with their hospital in Mahim to make it a 
non-profit. “The first right of a human being 
is health and education,” he says 

B E C A U S E  he wants to “make India the 
cyber security headquarter of the world” 
and “upgrade the old economy with new 
technology”

B E C A U S E  even though he and his brother, 
Srichand Hinduja, may have slipped to No. 
3 on The Sunday Times annual rich list, 
their collective net worth is still a whopping 
£17 billion (around Rs 1.8 lakh crore)

M I N D  O V E R  M AT E R I A L  Hinduja uses his 
considerable wealth to impact the world 
positively. In May, when the Hinduja 
Foundation decided to help mitigate 
mental health stress, it was G. P. Hinduja 
who led its efforts

‘Good’ Business Sense

6
G I TA  
G O P I N AT H ,  4 9
Chief Economist,  
International 
Monetary Fund

7

8 9

10B E C A U S E  at a time when re-
cession, jobs and inequality 
are the issues of the day, she 
has used her science back-
ground and mathematical 
rigour to make better sense 
of them for us all

B E C A U S E  hers is a credible 
voice the world listens to, 
whether on the global eco-
nomic outlook in pandemic 
times and monetary policy 
or exchange rates and trade

B E C A U S E  when she returns 
to teach at Harvard in Janu-
ary, she would be leaving 
behind a legacy that’s hard 
to match. Her boss, IMF 

managing director Krista-
lina Georgieva, said, “Gita’s 
contribution has been truly 
remarkable, her impact 
tremendous” 

S TA R  P U P I L  That  
she studied at Princeton 
is known, but not many 
know how she got there. 
She was accepted by both 
Harvard and the Univer-
sity of Washington but 
chose the latter since 
its PhD programme was 
funded. However, her 
supervisor at Washington 
was so impressed with her 
that he personally recom-
mended her to Princeton
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A Fine Balance

B E C A U S E  he has added £7.899 bil-
lion (Rs 81,700 crore) to his wealth 
last year and, as a result, jumped 
from No. 19 on the The Sunday 
Times annual rich list to No. 5

B E C A U S E  he is spending nearly 
£290 million (Rs 3,000 crore) on a 
pilot project to slash the carbon foot-
print of his ArcelorMittal Group 

B E C A U S E  by naming his son Aditya 
the CEO of ArcelorMittal, Mittal has 
shown he knows when it is time to 
pass the baton on

C L O S E  S H AV E  Once while taking 
a helicopter ride to Paris, Mittal 
was chased by a French helicopter. 
Seeing their guns, Mittal imagined 
the worst. But after inspecting his 
passport, they said: “We know who 
you are, you can go.” Mittal said 
with a big smile, “Thank goodness 
this isn’t the US, where they shoot 
first and ask questions later” 

B E C A U S E  he knows how 
to bounce back. After his 
Vision Fund recorded an 
investment loss of nearly 
$17 billion (Rs 1.2 lakh 
crore) in a single fiscal year 
(2019-20), Misra ensured 
a $13 billion (Rs 97,963 
crore) gain in just a quarter

B E C A U S E  his gambles 
usually pay off. The Indian 
companies in his portfo-
lio—PolicyBazaar, Delhiv-
ery and Lenskart among 
them—continue to make 
him a profit

B E C A U S E  his predictions 
about the future are often 
true. Sample this: “The 

next frontier for any show 
of strength, or a form of 
Cold War, will be fought in 
the battleground of tech-
nological supremacy. Mark 
my words, for the next 10 
years, it’s about who has 
better technology”

E A S Y- G O I N G  Years ago, 
Misra had the smoke 
alarms in his office 
removed because he 
wanted to smoke in-
doors. Some of his former 
colleagues have also said 
that a barefooted Misra 
would steal food from 
work desks when no one 
was looking, and some-
times even if they were 

B E C A U S E  she can 
weather any storm—
everything from 
cabinet reshuffles to 
the harshest criticism

B E C A U S E  she wants 
to make Britain 
safer for women. 
Even while PM Boris 
Johnson has been 
dragging his feet,  
Patel has cam-
paigned hard for 
new legislation that 
criminalises public 
sexual harassment

B E C A U S E  she 
never shies away 
from showing her 
Indian roots. Earlier 
this month, she told 
her Conservative 
Party colleagues, 
“Our values embody 
service before self 

and this can be neatly 
defined by the Hindu 
word ‘seva’, which can 
mean service, com-
mitment and dedica-
tion to others”

I R O N  L A D I E S  One 
can only imagine 
Patel’s joy when she 
saw that a newspa-
per columnist had 
compared her to 
Margaret Thatcher, 
saying they were 
made of the same 
stuff. Thatcher is 
Patel’s hero and the 
primary reason why 
she joined politics 
at 18. She had once 
said, “[Thatcher] 
had a unique abil-
ity to understand 
what made people, 
households and 
businesses tick”
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E
ach morning, amid 
the doom and gloom 
of the pandemic last 
year—when visuals 
of overburdened 

hospitals, homeless migrants 
and burning pyres dominated 
the news—volunteers of Proj-
ect Mumbai took some joy in 
the smiles they were bringing 
to the faces of children among 
whom they had just distributed 
bananas and packets of Parle-G 
biscuits. In 2021, as the situation 
eased a bit, they moved on to 
donating mobile phones among 
municipal school students so 
that they could attend online 
classes. The NGO also deposited 
Rs 25,000 each in the name of 
three girls who lost a parent to 
Covid. “It has offered them a 
sense of security because they 
have some money to meet their 
expenses,” says Shishir Joshi, 
founder and CEO of Project 
Mumbai, an NGO which won 

the United Nations SDG Soli-
darity Action Award 2020 for its 
Covid relief work. It was among 
50 organisations globally to 
receive the award. 

Project Mumbai, a public pri-
vate people partnership model, 
focuses on initiatives in the areas 
of healthcare, environment, 
governance and education. Their 
target group changes depending 

Making 
Mumbai the 
Kindness  
Capital
Happiness delivery: 
Organising meals and 
vaccinations for the 
underprivileged in Mumbai 
and offering educational 
and financial support to 
children orphaned during 
the pandemic

By ADITI PAI

on the situation—if 2020 
was all about provid-
ing meals, medical aid, 
sanitisers and PPE kits, 
in 2021, Project Mumbai 
has focused on providing 
medical equipment, oxy-
gen cylinders and financial 
assistance to those who 
lost their means of liveli-
hood in the pandemic. 

During the second 
wave, Project Mumbai 
also launched a free 
delivery service of oxygen 
concentrators to those 
below the poverty line and 
provided ventilators to 15 
districts of Maharashtra. 
Their work, though, didn’t 
stop with the number of 
Covid cases dwindling. 
After the second wave, 
Joshi partnered with the 
government of Maharash-
tra to fund the education 
of children across the state 
who lost a parent to Covid. 
“Nearly 12,000 children 
across Maharashtra have 
lost at least one parent to 
Covid and there are more 
than 400 who have lost 
both,” says Joshi. So far, 
they have donated money 
towards paying the school 
fees of 65 students after 
verifying details of all  
such requests. 

In June, when Mumbai 
was scrambling to acquire 
vaccines, Project Mum-
bai launched vaccination 
drives for the neglected 
sections of society, includ-
ing those in prison and 
destitute homes or people 
without identity cards, 
such as street dwellers. 
The first-of-their-kind 
in Mumbai, these drives, 
done in collaboration with 
the state authorities, were 
conducted at the Arthur 

Road and Byculla prisons 
as well as the Regional 
Mental Hospital in Thane. 
They have also provided 
door-to-door vaccinations 
for those who are bedrid-
den and homebound. 
“There is immense relief 
and happiness on the 
faces of family members 
when their elderly and 
homebound get doorstep 
vaccination support, 
especially when stepping 
out remains a huge risk,” 
says Joshi. 

Their work hasn’t 
stopped there. “The pan-
demic has affected people 
beyond their physical 
health. Mental health and 
means of livelihood have 
also been severely impact-
ed. Children’s education 
has suffered,” says Joshi. 
To address these issues, 
Project Mumbai launched 
a toll-free mental health 
counselling helpline in 
Marathi and launched 
a free data top-up for 
municipal school children 
to ensure their studies 
continue unhindered. It is 
also in talks with a digital 
educational platform to 
upload free content on 
to children’s phones to 
provide them with quality 
content. “The pandemic 
has been particularly 
tough on children. Our 
focus is on their emotional  
wellbeing, as well as their 
education. We want to  
see a smile on the face of 
every beneficiary child,” 
says Joshi. n

Happiness Quest: A joint 
enterprise of India Today 

and the RPG Group cel-
ebrating exemplary initia-

tives to spread happiness

SMART 
SOLUTIONS  
Shishir Joshi 
at Dharavi, 
Mumbai

Four Ways to  
Promote Happiness  

Among Children 

1.  Create a safe space: Children need relation-
ships where they can have open communication 
that is free of judgement and criticism. Such 
spaces give them the chance to speak their minds 
freely and seek help when needed;

2.  Integration of social behaviour: There is a 
lot more to life than just work. It is important that 
children are encouraged to play, make friends, 
connect with their grandparents and family  
members;

3.  Suitable role models: So much of what  
children pick up comes from parents and family 
members. It is important that children are given 
quality time and the right kind of mentorship. 
Mentors can really help them understand the 
importance of mental wellbeing and develop their 
personality in a holistic manner;

4.  Develop creative skills: Creativity can  
bring a lot of joy. In whatever manner a child 
chooses to express herself or himself, they  
should be encouraged to do so.

SHISHIR JOSHI, 52

Founder & CEO, 
Project Mumbai
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DR SAMIR PARIKH
Director, Department of Mental Health and 

Behavioural Sciences, Fortis Healthcare

“I am generally a very happy person. Being 
happy is in my DNA and that is what has seen 
me through my life. The concept of inner joy, 

or ananda, remains with me always, no matter 
what. But when I see a wonderful dance 

performance, art work, or attend a beautiful 
music concert, or when I am sailing on a river 

or swimming in the ocean, it augments my 
ananda and happiness”

WHAT MAKES ME HAPPY

“The last-mile 
beneficiary—the 
citizen—should 

be happy by 
our outreach 
programmes”

HAPPINESS  
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SONAL MANSINGH 
Dancer & BJP MP
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Q. You describe the stories and pieces 
collected in Writing for My Life: The Very 
Best of Ruskin Bond as your “favou-
rites”. Did these works shine more than 
others at the time of writing itself?
I guess I am happiest when writing about 
childhood, about growing up. I like going back 
in time. And I now like writing about nature—
birds, animals, trees, forests, the natural 
world. I can’t complain if some stories do not 
appeal to the general reader and some do. 
That is a matter of chance.

Q. You say you became a writer by read-
ing secretly in your school library. Do 
you worry that fewer children are avid 
readers today? 
Children were never avid readers. In my 
class of 35 boys, there were just two or 
three of us who read books. Reading was 
a minority pastime and it always will be. 
Today, however, if there are just two or three 
children who read in a class of 35, it amounts 
to an overall readership of tens of thousands 
because education has spread so widely. 
That helps me make a living. 

Q. What will be your advice to younger 
writers who are struggling to make their 
voices heard? 
I never discourage anyone from writing, but I 
always tell them to get the basics right. I see 
youngsters rush into print when they're not 
even spelling correctly, and some vanity pub-
lishers won’t even correct them. There are 
hundreds of good writers getting published, 
but there are also thousands who just want 
to be published, regardless of the merits of 
what they have written.

Q. What’s the weather in Landour like? 
Are the effects of climate change visible?
Last week, it was so warm, it felt like sum-
mer. Today there is heavy rain, cold wind and 
here I am with the heater on. I’ve seen certain 
birds, plants and wildflowers disappear—
things I used to look out for on my walks. This 
change is affecting the natural world, which 
will, in turn, affect us, too.

—with Shreevatsa Nevatia

MY FAVOURITE 
THINGS

Q A

RUSkIN BONd started writing 
at 17. Today, at 87, he is as prolific 
and precise. As a new anthology 

hits stores, he takes stock of both 
past and future

Photograph by SaNdeeP SahdeV







R
N

I 
N

o.
 D

EL
EN

G
 / 

20
06

 / 
20

55
7.

 N
ot

 fo
r 

sa
le

. T
o 

be
 

ci
rc

ul
at

ed
 fr

ee
 w

ith
 I

nd
ia

 T
od

ay
 in

 M
um

ba
i, 

D
el

hi
 &

 
N

C
R

, C
he

nn
ai

, B
an

ga
lo

re
 a

nd
 K

ol
ka

ta
. “

Su
pp

le
m

en
t 

to
 I

nd
ia

 T
od

ay
 is

su
e 

da
te

d 
N

ov
em

be
r 

1,
 2

02
1”

OCTOBER 2021

INSIDE
A SPECTACULAR  
HOME IN GOA

BY DESIGN
A LOOK AT  
INNOVATIVE 
FURNITURE

This table by 
Logam is 
ready for the 
festivities

Diwali decor, fancy flowers and 
glittering gifts, all you need to make 

your celebrations grand

BRINGING BACK 
FESTIVE GLAMOUR
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PRESENTS PERFECTED
Upgrade your festive shopping list. Our carefully curated selection of products for 
every room of your home categorised by budget is our gift to you this season.
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Diwali Special
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Launches
ewsn

Your guide to the hottest new  
stores and products

iSpy
By RIDHI KALE

Royal Rendezvous

ItalIan Job
Visionaire’s 2021 collection compris-
es a capsule collection titled Caprice 
by the talented designer duo Mariana 
Radovic and Marco Bonelli of  
m2 Atelier. Visionaire has also 
introduced a capsule col-
lection designed by the 
iconic Italian designer 
Alessandro la Spada 
titled the Babylon Rack 
Project. Both collections 
offer exquisite pieces of 
furniture that include 
sofas, chaise lounges, sunbeds, dining tables, 
consoles, cabinets, carpets, and lighting. 
PRICE on request
AT www.visionnaire-home.com

Sometimes more is more. Take this festive  
collection from Rosabagh for instance. It’s dramat-
ic to say the least and features décor and furniture 
pieces that will transform your space in no time.
PRICE `2.35L (fireplace), `1.1L (chair and footrest), 
`79,000 (painting), `2.53L (set of four side tables) 
*tax extra
AT @rosabaghofficial (Instagram)

4    INDIA TODAY HOME   O CT OBE R , 2 0 21

Kaunteya’s Byah Collection is a sight to  
behold. Celebrating Indian heritage, culture 
and mythology, the new range brings opu-

lence and artistry to the table. Shown here is 
a plate inspired by scroll-painting art Phad. 

PRICE STARTS `2,400 to `49,000
AT www.kaunteya.in

Fnacy  
Faltware



Retail
ewsn

By RIDHI KALE

It’s retro chic with just the right amount of 
vintage charm, this new brand is dipping into 
the past to bring out something new

W
ith it’s name derived from the erstwhile principal-
ity of Badnore, in Rajasthan, House of Badnore 
founded by Archana Kumari Singh is a brand to 
watch. It has three categories of accessories—for 
men, women and home. “I wanted to bring back 

the elegance of yesteryear, lost in the racy, edgy contemporary 
styles that are the current flavour,” says Singh. So, the home line 
has tableware and decor items in silver, photo frames, candle 
stands with semi-precious stones and platters,to name a few. 

“What sets the merchandise apart is the fact that we do not 
replicate the vintage, instead recreate around motifs and elements 
from the past for nostalgia and make it envogue and relevant for 
modern times. The brand can be summed up as`past forward’, 
much like an extension of my own personality, rooted to our lin-
eage yet in sync with the modern world,” explains Singh, whose 
favourite pieces can be found in the Rose Collection.  “We chose 

Old is Gold

the rose motif as symbolism of hope and everlast-
ing beauty. At the same time, I was also inspired 
by a poem by Rumi titled Unfolding the Rose,” 
she says. 

Another range close to her heart is the Eco 
Happy collection. The collection includes weath-
er resistant Aravalli Rugs woven with jute and 
recycled PET bottle yarn with digital prints, per-
sonal silver straws that are hypoallergenic and ve-
gan leather tablemats, coasters and photo frames. 
Truly, a class apart.
PRICE `2,300 onwards
AT www.houseofbadnore.com

SPOILT FOR 
CHOICE
(clockwise from 
above) Pet Musing 
coasters created 
with photo enamel 
of actual pets’ 
photos; Aravalli 
Rug; founder 
Archana Kumari 
Singh

O CT OBE R , 2 0 21   INDIA TODAY HOME   5
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DREAM 
ROOM

By RIDHI KALE

From deep hues and pretty patterns 
to soft pillow covers, choose from 
three price categories of festive 
bedding options

over storyc
Gifting / Bedroom

HEALTH FIRST
Excellence VIII Bedsheet from D’Decor  

comes with an antibacterial finish. 

PRICE `2,995
AT www.ddecor.com

SPREAD  
WARMTH
Stay cosy with this 
beautiful duvet from 
Fabindia. Don’t miss the 
pretty patterns.

PRICE `4,690
AT www.fabindia.com

TWO TONED
If you are planning on throwing a 

pattern party, then Ikea’s Provinsros 
flat sheet and two pillowcases set in 

white and blue is for you.

PRICE `1,190
AT www.ikea.com

CURTAIN CALL
No room is complete without drapes. Featured here 
are curtains part of the Deep Secrets range from 
Nesterra, inspired by forests and nature’s glory. 

PRICE `1,000 onwards
AT www.nesterra.com

TRUE BLUE
This hand printed, blue cushion 

with cross stitching on the borders 
is from Ghar Ghar’s Botanical 

collection.

PRICE `1300
AT  www.gharghar.in

SLEEP ON IT
Made from 100 per cent
cotton, this super-soft

bedsheet set, part of the  
festive Utsav range is from  

Layers by Indo Count.

PRICE  `2,099  
(1+2 bedsheet set)

AT @layerssmartbedding  
(Instagram)

BUDGET 
BUYS

(under `3,000)

FLORAL FANTASY
The Nora double bed cover 

from HomeTown is made 
from 100 per cent cotton.

PRICE `1,595 onwards
AT www.hometown.in

✒

✒

✒

✒
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BEST BUY
Part of the Odilia 
collection this print on 
pattern bed set from 
Maishaa uses premium 
quality 100 per cent 
cotton with 465 thread 
counts per 10 sq cm.

PRICE `8,995
AT www.maishaa.com

MID-
RANGE 
MAGIC

(Between `3,000  
to `6,000)

BRIGHT IS RIGHT
Yellow is a timeless festive hue. 
This one is from the Freedom 
tree and is available at Nykaa 
Fashion.

PRICE `4,200
AT www.nykaafashion.com

BED BEAUTY
This bed set from Eris Home 

comes with the orange sunset 
jacquard cotton silk bed cover 
and pillow covers, two square 
sea green folds cushion covers 

and one orange sunset allure 
lumbar cushion cover.  

PRICE `19,900
AT @eris_home (Instagram)

THE 
LUXE 
LIST

(above `10,000)

IT’S IN THE DETAILS
This Suzani border, ivory cotton 
bedspread from Sarita Handa is 
bold and beautiful, perfect for 
the festive season.

PRICE `23,900
AT www.saritahanda.com

STAY IN THE BOX
This gift box from Nirmals 
Furnishings has one quilt, 
two pillow shams, one 
bedsheet, two pillowcases, 
one cushion cover.

PRICE `24,999
AT www.nirmals.com

over storyc
Gifting / Bedroom

✒

✒

✒
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✒

✒

✒
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TIME TO  
LIVE 

LARGE

By RIDHI KALE

The drawing room becomes the focus of the 
celebrations, so we have handpicked pieces 
for this space that will look good both in your 

home and as gifts for loved ones

over storyc
Gifting / Living room

PILLOW TALK
Make seating comfortable and 

stylish with the triangle cushion 
cover from the Yellow Dwelling.

PRICE `320
AT www.theyellowdwelling.com

GROW THIS
Make your space stand out 
with this oval shaped hanging 
metal planter in gold finish, 
available on Amazon.

PRICE `1,199
AT www.amazon.in

GLAM UP
Add shine and 
shimmer to your 
living room with this 
yellow mirror work, 
handwoven, kala 
cotton cushion from 
Rihaa. It has been 
hand embroidered by 
the Rabari women of 
the Kutch region.

PRICE `2,350
AT www.rihaa.com

LIGHT UP
These crochet candles by RAD 
Living called Nazakat use soy wax 
and four different aromas to fill 
your homes with a festive vibe.

PRICE `1,399 (set of four)
AT www.radliving.com

BUDGET 
BUYS

(under `3,000)

GLOW GETTER
Linchpins Design has introduced 
a new collection, Vark - The Metal 
Magic to their brand SteelPodz. 
Shown here are the candle stands 
inspired by traditional Indian lamp.

PRICE `2,190 (set of three)
AT www.steelpodz.in

✒

✒

✒

✒

✒
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✒

✒

✒

✒

✒



FUNCTIONAL ART
Artychoke prides itself on creating  

art-inspired pieces. The Pichwai Peg Tables 
are no different. They seek inspiration in an 
age-old painting style that originated in the 

town of Nathdwara near Udaipur, Rajasthan.

PRICE `9,500 to `22,000
AT www.artychoke.co AUG U ST, 2 0 21   INDIA TODAY HOME   17

over storyc
Gifting / Living room

CRAFTED CREATIONS
These assorted sabai 

handwoven grass baskets 
from the House of Ekam will 
add a dash of colour to your 

living space.

PRICE `3,999 (set of four)
AT www.houseofekam.com

STORY TAILOR
Let your cushion do all the talking 

for you. This pure silk and linen one 
from Toile Indienne available at The 
House of Things features botanical 
prints and is based on the much-
loved proverbs from across India. 

PRICE `3,200
AT www.thehouseofthings.com

PRAY TELL
This silver-plated  

Blossom Pooja Thali is  
from The Decor Remedy.  
It comes with a diya, bell  

and two small bowls.

PRICE `4,990
AT www. thedecorremedy.com

MID-
RANGE 
MAGIC

(Between `3,000  
to `6,000)

RAISE THE BAR
This a sleek bar rack, 
crafted from iron, called 
Always a Party from Curio 
Casa has been designed in  
the Netherlands. 

PRICE `19,290
AT www.curiocasa.com

TOP SHELF
The Hexa Shelf from Baaya Design is an 

ode to material and innovation. Made with 
tessellating patterns with teak wood carving, 
the gleaming gilded embroidery is a result of 

complex Pitara work.

PRICE `85,000 
AT www.baayadesign.com

GOLDEN GLEAM
Titled Kala Stool,  

this beautiful piece is from 
AKFD and can be used as a 

seater or a side table.

PRICE `24,500
AT www.akfdstudio.com

THE 
LUXE 
LIST

(above `10,000)

✒

✒

✒

✒

✒
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DINER’S 
CLUB

By RIDHI KALE

One of the most popular presents to give 
during Diwali time happens to be items for the 
table. After all mealtimes are a celebration no 
matter what the season or the reason. 

over storyc
Gifting / Dining room

BUDGET 
BUYS

(under `3,000)

SERVING IN STYLE
The Risa Kitchen Utensil from The 

Purple Turtles, in brass with a 
matt finish will enhance the look 

of the table.

PRICE `2,499 (set of two)
AT www.thepurpleturtles.com

GET BOWLED
The Cirque Serving Bowl in iron and steel 

from Logam has been Finished with a shiny 
gold base and a contrasting matte black top

PRICE `1990 (small), `2,290 (large)
AT www.logam.in

RING LEADER
Pretty napkins need equally 

alluring rings. This one is from 
Studio Kiklee available at Mi Casa 

Collective.

PRICE `1,250 (set of four)
AT www.micasacollective.com

RUNNER’S UP
Ecru linen, Breeze table runner from 
Studio Covers has a ladder-like lace.

PRICE `2,400
AT www.studiocovers.co

EARTHY ELEGANCE
These terracotta lassi glass 

from Beruru look pretty while 
being conversation starters.

PRICE `638
AT @beruru_ (Instagram)

STITCH IN TIME
The Chandni Embroidered 
runner in Chanderi from 
IDAM is perfect for the 

festive season.

PRICE `2,950
AT www.idamstore.com

✒

✒

✒
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over storyc
Gifting / Dining room THE 

LUXE 
LIST

(above `10,000)

TABLE MANNERS
Match all your table 

accessories with this ceramic 
finish crockery set from 

Izzhaar.

PRICE `7,000 to `8,000
AT www.izhaar.co.in

MID-
RANGE 
MAGIC

(Between `3,000  
to `8,000)

TOP BRASS
Make festive meal a visual 

feast with the brass biryani 
kebab set is from Ellementry.

PRICE `4,390
AT www.ellementry.com

DÉCOR IDEAS
Use the Heirloom Flamingo 

Bowl in brass from Serein to 
uplift the look of any room.

PRICE `4,799
AT www.sereindecor.com

IT’S A STEEL
Part of Royal Lapiz collection from Arttd’inox this dinner set is enhanced 

by the semi-precious stones on it. It comprises six dinner plates, six 
quarter plates, two small katoris, six dahi bhalla katori, one small serving 

bowl, one medium serving bowl and one large serving bowl.

PRICE `32,165
AT www.arttdinox.com

CRYSTAL CLARITY
Crystalline Toasting Flutes from 
Swarovski are delicate, elegant, 

and festive. Clear crystal fills 
the stems while faceted clear 

crystal form the base. 

PRICE `24,900 (set of two)
AT www.swarovski.com

PLATE UP
Feast your eyes on Good 
Earth’s Jessamine dinner 

plate that both delicate and 
appealing.

PRICE `11,000 (set of four)
AT www.goodearth.in

FLOWER POWER
Titled Macau Box, part of the Herbariae 
collection from Vista Alegre, this piece 

has been inspired by flowers.

PRICE `25,365
AT www. www.vistaalegre.in
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LUXE 
LIST

(above `10,000)
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THE  ILLUMINATI
By RIDHI KALE

Let your chandeliers, pendants and wall  
brackets become the highlight of  the room

over storyc
Gifting / Lights

BUDGET 
BUYS

(under `3,000)

✒

MID-
RANGE 
MAGIC

(Between `3,000  
to `6,000)

NO KIDDING
Hand crafted butterfly pendant 
light from Peekaboo Interiors is 
perfect for your child’s room.

PRICE `1,770
AT www.peekaboopatterns.com  

✒

SUSTAINABLE STYLE
These upcycled vodka bottle 
night lamps from Kavi Poetry 

Art have been hand crafted and 
come in five different colours.

PRICE `849 each
AT www.kavipoetryart.in

✒
LED THE WAY
This LED lighting chain  
with 12 lights from Ikea  
is a battery-operated one. 

PRICE `279
AT www.ikea.com

ROUND UP
Inspired from the azure sands 

and turquoise blue ocean of 
Greece, these pendant lights 

are part of the Santorini 
Collection by Orange Tree 

PRICE `4, 000 onwards
AT www.orangetree.in

PULP FICTION
Handmade paper Dori light 
from Oorjaa is an ode to 
sustainable living.

PRICE `4,000 onwards
AT www.oorjaa.in

DROP DOWN
The stunning Baliza from 
Tisva takes inspiration from 
lighthouses. It supports LED 
and halogen lamps.

PRICE `3,490
AT www.lightsbytisva.com

✒

✒
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SHINE ON
This crystal chandelier from 
Signify called Monarch has a 

chrome finish.

PRICE `45,000
AT www.signify.com

THE 
LUXE 
LIST

(above `10,000)
✒

✒

✒ ON THE GLITZ LIST
Inspired by the glitter and glamour of Beverly Hills in the 
US, this chandelier from The White Teak Company has 
remote controlled LED lights.

PRICE `59,950
AT www.whiteteak.com

FLOOR SHOW
This piece from The Décor Kart 
does double duty, it’s both a 
floor lamp and a side table.

PRICE `24,500
AT www.thedecorkart.com

THRICE AS NICE
The Rukh floor lamp by Project 
810 is a take on the tripod and 

uses wood and metal.

PRICE `48,500 plus tax 
AT www.project810.com





BEYOND 
LUXURY

By RIDHI KALE

Here’s our list of pieces that are 
so high-end that only the deepest 
pockets can afford

over storyc
Gifting / Exclusive

✒

✒

DINING DELIGHT
Silver-plated flatware called Mood is 

by Christofle available at Emery Studio. 
The 24-piece set comprises six table 

forks, six tablespoons, six table knives 
and six teaspoons.

PRICE on request
AT @emerystudio.in (Instagram)

GO FOR GLOW
Taking cues from a comet Flash 
a shining light from Sans Souci 
brightens up the darkest corners.

PRICE on request
AT www.sanssoucilighting.com

BRIGHT AND 
BEAUTIFUL

The Venus Wall Sconce by Sicis 
available at Tessera India has 
a brass structure and semi-

spheres in backlit foam glass.

PRICE on request
AT www.tesseraindia.com

COOL CUSTOMER
Prometheus Ice Bucket from Sieger 
by Fürstenberg available at Sources 
Unlimited takes its cues from Greek 

mythology. Matt-finished on the outside, 
it features a precise relief of a man’s face 

that transforms into a tiny sculpture.

PRICE on request
AT www.sourcesunlimited.co.in

✒



THE 
PAMPER 
HAMPER
By RIDHI KALE

Beauty and wellness products are great gifts 
to give this season. Here’s a quick round-up

over storyc
Gifting / Look Good

✒

✒

✒

SOAP OPERA
Cardamom mint bathing bar from Nourish 

Mantra is formulated with the goodness of 
cardamom pods, mint, ginger root oil, and 

other ayurvedic ingredients.

PRICE `1,345 (comes with a body oil)
AT www.nourishmantra.in

BEAN THERE
The Coffee Moment Gift Kit from 
mCaffeine has the goodness of 

coffee infused in it. It consists of a 
face and body scrub, a face wash, 
cotton towel and wooden spatula.

PRICE `1,445
AT www.mcaffeine.com

MANE STORY
Forest Essentials’ Hair Care Selection 
gift box is infused with potent herbs, 
including bhringraj and japapatti that 
revitalise the scalp and restore hair 

volume and lustre.

PRICE `3,475
AT www.forestessentialsindia.com

FACE TO FACE
The white tea and camomile face 

wash from Blossom Kochhar 
Aroma Magic is designed to 

wash away pollutants.

PRICE `185
AT www.aromamagic.com

✒
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Give way to your imagination 
and experiment with floral decor 
arrangements to give your home 
a dressed up look 

By SHELLY ANAND

D
eep in their roots, all flowers keep 
the light. Refreshing, welcoming 
and versatile, they bring alive home 
spaces, inside and outside, and add 
that aesthetic appeal. An essential 

decor element, especially during the festive season, the 
fragrant and aromatic smell of flowers augments posi-
tivity. It’s said that where flowers bloom, so does hope. 
As we move towards a brighter and safer world post 
pandemic, it makes even more sense to have flowers as 
decorating tools and give our homes a dash of colour 
and character. Four floral couturiers pick up what will 
be in trend this time around.

Bhavna Mordani
Founder, House of Homes, Mumbai 

Diwali is a festival of new beginnings and light over darkness.  We have 
sailed through a difficult period during the pandemic and as we allow the 
sunshine of hope into our lives, the trend this season will be an extensive 
use of bright and bold colours such as yellow and oranges, and all sorts of 
flowers such as anthuriums, oriental lilies, birds of paradise, disbuds and 
orchids. I will suggest use of glitter on flowers such as anthuriums, spider-
mums, hydrangeas, and lilies to give the floral decor a shimmering festive 
look. As a tip to decorate flowers this Diwali, use LED candles and fairy 

lights around your decor to elevate the entire look of the set up. 

BLOOM 
IN FULL

Meghaa Modi
Founder, FlowerBox, Bangalore 

You can expect an eclectic melange of traditional oil lanterns and diyas 
along with designer lighting such as hanging LED and paper lamps. 

Traditional flowers such as marigold and rajnigandha can never go out of 
style, but European flowers are also getting their fair share of attention, as 
they go well with modern lighting. So, traditional meets contemporary is 
more the flavour. You can create a look with orange marigolds and bright 

red and fuchsia flowers combined with tropical foliage; use strings of 
marigold along with anthurium, mokara orchids, proteas and palm leaves. 
Another look, which oozes elegance with a blue and fuchsia theme, can be 
put together combining blue hydrangea, fuchsia painted gypsophila and 

exquisite crockery. Try combining fresh blossoms with natural dry flowers 
for a boho chic look.
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Nazneen Jehangir
Founder, Libellule, Mumbai 

Now more than ever we need to reconnect with 
the outdoors and bring nature into our lives 
after nearly two brutal years of four walls for 

most of us. It’s a time to renew and what better 
way to celebrate than with a beautiful bounty 

of flowers and plants. One of the biggest colour 
trends of the year is yellow and this works well 
for Diwali as marigolds are abundant and also 

symbolise positive emotions and energy. We 
associate the flowers’ fiery yellow, orange and 
red hues with the warmth of the sun, happi-
ness, and optimism. If used as a monotone 

en mass without any flowers, it can create an 
interesting installation, which celebrates con-
temporary India using a traditional material. 
Fusion is always interesting; you could use a 

mix of metals such as brass and silver or a mix 
of florals by using Indian jasmine with more 

Western peonies or hydrangeas. 

Anushka Shah
Founder, Flower Lab, 
Mumbai 
Dried flowers are subtle 
and understated yet gor-
geous and eye-catching and work well with both modern and 
Indian aesthetics. Most importantly, you don’t have to worry 
about changing them everyday through the Diwali week as they 
last for months. These versatile arrangements work well with 
a day Pooja to a night card party. The fact that you don’t have 
to water them and they don’t need sunlight saves so much time 
when you’re busy with other Diwali preparations. You can create 
a neutral colour palette with florals for a decor setting to bring 
that bohemian flair. It’s a new aesthetic and a good change from 
using regular marigolds. 
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W
e wanted to share 
our vision of the 
modern, sophisti-
cated festive table 

that is not moored by the standard 
visuals of marigolds and jasmine that 
we have come to expect. A Sunday De-
sign’s specialty is how easy it is to pair 
different furniture pieces from our 
five distinct design collections. We de-
cided to team our Bowie dining table 
with our Harper dining chairs for our 
Diwali setting. Our colour palette is a 
blush pink, charcoal black and clotted 
cream white with a sliver of neon pink 
that brightens everything.

The dining table is from our Bowie 
collection. The top is polished terraz-
zo with a softly rounded tapered edge. 
It sets an elegant, gently luxurious 
tone for rest of the table to be laid. The 
table linen is a bespoke collection for 
Sunday, which Namrata Dutt (of Mai-
son 15) and I designed. White linen 
place mats and napkins with sharp 
neon pink double overlock edges, add 
a crisp outline to each place setting.

The plates are a mix of two different 
creations by the supremely talented 
Curators of Clay. Our table is inclusive 

By  IRAM SULTAN

If you want to make your Diwali dinner a feast 
for all your senses, while standing out from 
the crowd then take a tip or two from this 
contemporary table setting

A TWIST ON 
TRADITION

Interior designer Iram Sultan is 
the Creative Director of recently 
launched, Delhi-based Sunday  
Design. It is a young, fresh and 
modern design brand with furniture 
designed in Italy and made in  
India.@sultaniram (Instagram) 

OFF THE  
BEATEN PATH
Lights from Klove 
Studio complement 
the contemporary 
Diwali table
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and relaxed. We mixed different sizes to across the setting to play 
with that idea. Diwali is specially a time when our homes are open 
to guests and family both. Which is why the easy relaxed feel.

We also wanted our table to be an ode to nature. Blooms of pink 
Lisianthus in all shades, delicate pale pink wax flowers are the cen-
tre pieces of the table with leafy greens interspersed. Each plate had 
two beautiful Calla Lilies laid on it that the guests could take home.

What is Diwali without something sweet? A vanilla cake from 
Amaaya Bakes with a fresh berry filling and a butter cream icing 
with shards of black and pink-white chocolate is a beautiful modern 
dessert that nods to non-traditional part. It sits in a Longpi dish 
from Firefly. We also have a special platter for mithais in every 
shade of pink from Khoya, also showcased here are two-black pods 
of a special tea that Khoya is launching. The platter has two of our 
four-legged furry friends drawn on it. Made by Anumita of A Clay 
Story, the platter reminds us to be inclusive of all and is a subtle 
message to discourage all noise pollution. All the products on this 
table are hand thrown or handmade, which shows our love for craft. 
Happy Diwali!

28    INDIA TODAY HOME   O CT OBE R , 2 0 21

TWO-TONED 
TANGO
The black and pink 
plates paired with 
the neon highlights 
on the furnishings 
make the table 
stand out
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Siddharth Singh is the  
Managing partner at 
vis à vis,the parent 
company of www.
lightandyou.com that 
brings designs from 
globally venerated de-
signers and renowned 
lighting brands.

L
ight evokes emotions while 
adding a layer of romance, 
festivity, and scenography. 
It is the most powerful 

design tool that punctuates and ar-
ticulates a space, creating an experi-
ential and qualitative dimension for 
the inhabitants. Sustainability is the 
buzz word these days. Interestingly, 
in lighting products this can come 
in the form of recyclable materials, 
energy efficient light sources, and 
sustainable production techniques. 
Here are three of amazing lamps 
that creatively employ sustainable 
LED technology to build extraordi-
nary light-objects.

OE Quasi Light – Louis Poulsen, Denmark 
Designed by Olafur Eliasson
A dodecahedron placed within an icosahedron—no, it’s 
not a complex geometric formula but rather a stunning 
light. Icelandic-Danish artist Olafur Eliasson married 
his long-time interest of geometry with his fascina-
tion for light in the OE Quasi Light. For this piece he 
collaborated with Denmark-based Louis Poulsen. The 
complex shape reinforces the idea that quality of light 
is essential to our lives. Eliasson’s work is rooted in sus-
tainability and this light is no different. The aluminium 
used is 90 per cent recycled, while other materials are 
recyclable. But that’s not all, depending on where you 
are standing, the icosahedron with 20 triangular faces 
with a seemingly floating polycarbonate reflector inside 
in the shape of a dodecahedron with 12 pentagonal 
faces will be perceived differently. LEDs sit in between 
the two layers. Now, that’s a bright idea.

By  SIDDHARTH SINGH

A look at three of the most coveted,  
energy efficient LED lights from  
celebrated global designers 

IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT

WireLine – FLOS, Italy
Designed by Formafantasma (Andrea 
Trimarchi and Simone Farresin)
Formafantasma describes itself as a research-
based design studio investigating the ecological, 
historical, political, and social forces shaping the 
discipline of design today. When the founders 
Andrea Trimarchi and Simone Farresin created 
a new light for Flos they decided to carefully mix 
technology with emotion, industrial design with 
craftsmanship, all with an artistic approach. 
Titled WireLine, the power cable has been flat-
tened to resemble a rubber belt that acts as a 
spine to hold a ribbed glass rod containing an 
LED. This is their second lamp for the Italian-
brand. There is a playful contrast between the 
industrial feel of the rubber and the sophisti-
cated sensuality of glass. The best part? You can 
install WireLine as a single piece, or an elabo-
rate string of compositions. 

Flying Flames – Ingo 
Maurer, Germany
Designed by Moritz Waldemeyer 
for Ingo Maurer
As far as luminaires go, this one 
tops most connoisseur’s list. British/
German designer and engineer 
Moritz Waldemeyer created a 
wonderful light for German-brand 
Ingo Maurer. Titled Flying Flames 
the seemingly floating candle-like 
appearance creates quite a visual 
feast. You can get individual ver-
sions or place a cluster of them to-
gether. You can decide the number 
of flames and their colour. The LED 
candles are combined with simple 
and functional downlight elements. 
The choice does not end there. You 
can choose between the smaller 
rectangular, square canopy, or place 
multiple canopy boards in a line to 
create a long chandelier. 
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his & thatt
Furniture

AHEAD OF THE

CURVE
What happens when 
two architects decide to 
experiment with furniture? 
Innovation meets imagination 
and design marries drama.

By RIDHI KALE

SPIN DOCTORS
Concrete and rattan floating end 
table (top) and coffee table (above) 
have been designed by Devyani 
Gupta and Nehit Vij (top, left)

V
akr literally translates as curve. It 
also happens to be the name of a 
Delhi-based experimental furniture 
studio by architects Devyani Gupta 
and Nehit Vij. Ask the duo what 

Vakr means, and they will tell you that it de-
notes the steep learning curve associated with 
the designing through material and technique 
explorations. That it is an amalgamation of the 
old and new techniques giving rise to timeless 
pieces. “We have been designing products for 
a long time now. Last year we met a small 
community of rattan weavers in Delhi. They 
inspired us to Design something that uses their 
craft. That is when we decided to come up with 
a product series that focuses on rattan as ma-
terial. After a year of research and prototyping, 
we launched our brand this year in February,” 
says Vij.

The sculptural designs are interestingly 
all about sustainability. This means that all 
the materials used in the production of their 

products are sourced responsibly. “The main 
constituent of our furniture is rattan, which is 
a naturally renewable palm that grows in the 
tropical regions of Africa and Asia. The weav-
ing of rattan is done by a forgotten community 
of expert weavers who have dedicated genera-
tions to the craft of rattan weaving. Our effort 
to empower these people is the driving force 
behind all designs,” explains Gupta.

The young furniture studio currently retails 
their new collection the Lehar Series. “The 
range is inspired from the shape and form 
derived by the flexible membranes and struc-
tures when weight and pressure is applied on 

them. A reinterpretation of how the 
form yields, morphing the structure 

to reach a stable point,” 
adds Gupta. The col-
lection uses concrete, 
rattan and brass as ma-

terials and includes a side table, 
coffee table, ottomans and 
consoles. “We are customising 
dining and study tables un-
der this series,” says Vij, add-
ing, “We are also exploring 
reclaimed wood in some of 
our furniture.”

One look at the pieces 
is all it takes to realise that 

what was once nothing more than 
everyday furniture is now elevated to a 
work of art.
PRICE `40,000 onwards
AT @vakrstudio (Instagram)
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Giving discarded pieces from tyres
to old doors, a new lease of life, 
we map the journey of an influencer 
with a passion for upcycling

By RIDHI KALE

TRANSFORMING  
TRASH INTO TREASURE

BIGHT IDEAS
(clockwise from left) A cart transformed 
into a six-seater dining table; a cycle is 
now a shelf to hold plants; poufs made 
from discarded tyres; an old window was 
repurposed into a bookshelf

W
ith over 62,000 followers on her Insta-
gram handle (@designdecortravel), design 
influencer Navneet Sandhu Singh is all 
about upcycled and hue-heavy decor and 
design. “My social media journey started in 

September 2018, out of a desire to connect to fellow decor 
enthusiasts and find the right audience for my upcycling 
adventures,” she shares. Singh is an architect by profes-
sion and is currently working as an assistant professor 
with MBS School of Planning and Architecture, Delhi. “In 
between teaching architecture and designing spaces, I was 
bitten by the passion of breathing new life into exhausted 
pieces of furniture. And thus the idea of exercising my 
creativity towards designing more sustainable spaces was 
born,” she says. This passion led her to restore and revamp 
things for her home as well as clients. Soon she realised 
that any discarded item could be transformed into a 
beautiful conversation starter. “Every corner of my house 
started narrating a trash to treasure story,” says Singh.“My 
content evolves around styling spaces which narrate these 
sustainable practices. I also share DIY ideas and tips on 
styling spaces. I love greenery so the content also over-
flows with garden decor tips,” she adds. 

Singh believes that every door has a story to share and 
every wall has a tale to tell. “All those who know me say I 
have a love affair with old doors, windows and everything 
cast off,” she says. In her own home, while one window is 
repurposed as a bookshelf in the gazebo, the other is up-
cycled into a wall art. In fact, doors have been repurposed 
as shelves to place plants in her lawn. “Two years ago I 
transformed a fruit cart into a six-seater dining table and 
tyres (thrown away in the trash previously) into comfort-

able poufs, the video of its making grabbed more than 6 
million views,” she says.

Currently located at Roorkee (Uttarakhand), Singh 
grew up moving and travelling all around India some-
times even to remote areas(she is from an Army back-
ground and is married to an army officer). “Whether it 
was the rich heritage of a region or its vibrant festivals, 
the colourful monasteries or the majestic havelis, the 
narrow corbelled streets or the aroma of local food, every 
place I stayed in, inspired me and I went on picking 
colour from every aspect of its local architecture. I bor-
row my inspiration from these travel tales while playing 
around with the colour, texture and patterns,” she says.

As for styling tips and tricks. “All through the years, be-
ing in the design field, the one thing I’ve come to believe 
is that every space evolves from its surroundings blended 
with your personal style. I follow a very simple mantra: 
imagine, explore, execute.  All you need to do is imagine 
the look you want to give to the space, explore the availa-
ble resources and go on to execute the plan. Let it reflect 
your personal style,” says Singh.

his & thatt
Social Media
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By SACHIN AND NEHA GUPTA
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This beach house in Goa 
is not only inspired the 

sea, but ensures that 
each room maximises the 

beautiful sight outside

Interiors
pacess

FOUR PLAY
The master bedroom 
has a majestic four 
poster

ROOMS  
WITH A  

VIEW
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STUNNING 
SPACES

(clockwise from 
above) The dining 
table with a retro 

vibe; second 
floor mezzanine 

staircase; the stilt 
bar lounge

CENTRE OF 
ATTENTION

In this living space the 
reclaimed centre table 
with a mosaic top and 

walnut finish steals 
the show

living room was conceptualised on the floor above. 
A large, carved wood panel forms a gorgeous feature 
wall. Meanwhile, furnishings in a light shade and 
a mosaic stone coffee table in blue and white add a 
nautical freshness. On the other end of this space is 
an all-timber mezzanine that serves as a play area for 
the kids.

The master suite is painted in a sober blue and 
furnished with a four-poster bed. Ornate wooden 
framed mirrors are paired with modern night stands 
in white. A key highlight in the ensuite bathroom is 
the striped patterned flooring we created using local 
pink and white stones.  This home is all about subtle 
sophistication that makes a statement.

Interiors
pacessA

nyone familiar with our 
style knows that we are 
proud maximalists and 
rarely think in terms of 
sparse and minimal. But 

for this 8,000 sq ft beach house in Goa, 
we chose to let the expansive feeling of the 
sea take over, without veering excessively 
from our signature style. The serene Coco 
beach, which the bungalow faces, was 
our inspiration for the residence’s pared 
down tone that matches its geographi-
cal context. It led to clean and tranquil 
spaces, reminiscent of the Mediterranean 
style with whites and blues, dotted with 
subtle classic details, textural interests 
and artworks.

 This four storeyed villa was initially 
planned like a typical city home, we rede-
signed it entirely to give it a more Goan-
Portuguese flavour. It took us nine months 
to finish the project; it proved to be one of 
the hardest because of the constant rain 
and heavy moisture in the air. Of course, 
it was all worth it as the owners loved the 
ethereal interiors.

 Interestingly, the bungalow stands 
on stilts, so we used half of the stilt area 
to carve out a dining room, bar lounge 
and courtyard. Surrounded by greenery 
and furnished with classic contemporary 
furniture, the bar lounge is a relaxed space 
with a leather bar cabinet from Trunks 
Company. Most of the other furniture, 
accessories and lights seen across the 
home is custom made by us at Beyond 
Designs, while the carpets are sourced 
from The Carpet Cellar. The overall decor 
is an amalgamation of exquisitely crafted 
furniture, unique prints on fabrics and 
European refinement. Even though white 
is the base, the property boasts abundant 
textural flair and an authentic, intimate 
vibe, owing to the use of quality natural 
materials such as marble, wood and  
local stones.

 The home is laid out such that it takes 
advantage of the blue expanse of the sea. 
On the lowest level, we’ve planned two sea 
facing, white and blue bedrooms with bal-
conies. Even the ensuite facilities open out 
to a balcony of their own, which have been 
fitted with a charming outdoor bathtub 
and shrouded in privacy with the help of a 
canopy of tree branches and a green patch 
around them.

 A voluminous, double-heighted formal 

Sachin Gupta is the 
principal designer 

and Neha Gupta is the 
designer and chief of 

operations at Beyond 
Designs a multi-disci-

plinary Delhi-based, 
design studio.  

www.beyonddesigns.in
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By SAMEER BALVALLY AND 
SHILPA JAIN BALVALLY

What do you do when light bathes every 
nook and corner of a home? You turn it into a 
peaceful paradise in a post-pandemic world.

Architecture
pacess

SUN-KISSED
SPACES
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THE RIGHT NOTES
A murphy bed 
transforms the music 
room into the guest 
room when needed 
(left); the piano in the 
living room creates an 
interesting visual (above)

SLEEPING 
PARTNER
The terrazzo side 
table and green bed 
have a calming yet 
stylish effect in this 
bedroom

music that the couple’s daughters  
would play. A rose gold finish MS metal 
open grid semi-partition with top lit 
floating veneer shelves display the family 
collectives.

The guest bedroom on the lower 
floor is a multipurpose room. The room 
plays the function of a music room with 
provision made for a keyboard and other 
music equipment. There’s also a murphy 
bed which can be pulled down to accom-
modate guests. The room also doubles as 
a study and library room when the bed  
is shut and concealed as a part of the 
whole unit.

In terms of challenges, the biggest and 
most unexpected was the pandemic that 
hit whilst the work was going on halfway. 
Luckily all came up to speed with the 
clients being very understanding and co-
operative of the situation. Also, the right 
use of technology, an excellent contract-
ing team and a well-detailed drawing 
set by our team and everyone adapting 
to the new online normal was crucial in 
getting the project completed in time and 
planned budgets.

Architecture
pacess

L
ocated in the north eastern sub-
urbs of Mumbai, this 1,800 sq ft 
duplex residence is surrounded 
by a bounty of dense foliage. The 
home is flooded with natural 

light. The clients, a couple in their late 40s 
along with their two daughters, believe in 
living life to the fullest. We call this gorgeous 
brand-new duplex at Godrej Trees, Mumbai, 
‘The Perfect Symphony’. The premise of the 
design inspiration was the family itself. The 
home celebrates the bond where music runs 
in the veins, warmth and festivities, food and 
travel being a large part for their lives.

Rose gold, millennial pink pastel shades, 
sage greens with taupe backdrops, sunlight 
and greens combine the modern with art 
deco touches forming a beautiful warm 
palette. The sunlit, green double height 
conservatory vibe is the warmest nook for 
a Mumbai size home. The idea was to have 
neutral colour tones with soothing pastels to 
create an alluring and welcoming look to the 
home with classic Art Deco influences in a 
contemporary way.

The brief was simple—to convert their 
4BHK duplex residence into two bedrooms, 
a music plus guestroom and a dining area as 
an extension to living area that is an expres-
sion of warmth and elegance, celebrating 
the close-knit bond of family. No structural 
changes were made except converting and 
breaking the fourth bedroom wall into an 
open dining area connected to the living, and 
the bath was turned into a powder room.

As one enters the apartment, one can see 
the distinct zones weaving into each other. It 
opens into a casual zone that has a dedicated 
space for an altar and a piano marked by 
the ambits of a pastel blue geometric dhurie 
from Jaipur Rugs and the Samsara cork stool 
by Studio Avni that adds to the charisma of 
the living room highlighted by an artwork 
that signifies the birth of The Sound of 
Music. While on one side of the living room is 
a semi-open dining area, on the other stands 
a sizeable kitchen that allows for functional-
ity and productivity. Since the owner loves 
cooking, the kitchen was intentionally kept 
minimal, spacious and white with only the 
plum-pinks graded backsplash.

The dining area is a bonding space for 
family and friends during festivals over a 
sumptuous meal where guests can enjoy the 

Sameer Balvally and 
Shilpa Jain Balvally are 

partners and principal 
architects behind Studio 

Osmosis an award-
winning interior and 

architectural firm based 
out of Mumbai.  

www.studioosmosis.com
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the ambits of a pastel blue geometric dhurie 
from Jaipur Rugs and the Samsara cork stool 
by Studio Avni that adds to the charisma of 
the living room highlighted by an artwork 
that signifies the birth of The Sound of 
Music. While on one side of the living room is 
a semi-open dining area, on the other stands 
a sizeable kitchen that allows for functional-
ity and productivity. Since the owner loves 
cooking, the kitchen was intentionally kept 
minimal, spacious and white with only the 
plum-pinks graded backsplash.

The dining area is a bonding space for 
family and friends during festivals over a 
sumptuous meal where guests can enjoy the 

Sameer Balvally and 
Shilpa Jain Balvally are 

partners and principal 
architects behind Studio 

Osmosis an award-
winning interior and 

architectural firm based 
out of Mumbai.  

www.studioosmosis.com
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By RIDHI KALE

From the latest tech toys to reviews  
and views, this is all you need to know 
about appliances for your home

Gizmo 
GAGA

TRIED AND TESTED
As someone who already owns 
a Dyson vacuum cleaner, one 
generation below the Dyson V11 
Absolute Pro Vacuum, I was left 
wondering if it would really feel like 
an upgrade or would it be the same 
wine in a new, shinier, more expen-
sive bottle. In the post-pandemic 
world, any cleaning device is in high 
demand, one as premium as Dyson 
becomes almost as coveted as Apple 
smartphones. The good news is that 
there are definite upgrades.

Tech Talk
The V11 Pro is a cordless, bagless 
vacuum cleaner that takes off from 
where its previous version left. 
The cleaning machine generates 
185 air watts of suction, its hyper-
dymium vacuum motor spins at 
up to 1,25,000rpm to power the 14 
‘cyclones’ that pull in dirt. The new 
smart digital display shows three per-
formance modes—eco, auto, or boost, and indicates 
approximate charge left in the machine, it also shows 
if the device has blockage or if there is a filter prob-
lem and how you can fix it. It has 20 per cent more 
suction power and comes with an automatic cleaning 
mode that adjusts suction according to the surface 
(for a lazy person that’s like hitting the jackpot).

The Add-ons
One of the reasons why Dyson vacuums are so popu-
lar is because of the attachments. This one has a gold 
torque drive for the carpet, soft roller cleaner head 
for flat smooth surfaces, crevice tool for tight spaces, 
combination tool (an extendable attachment), mini 
motorised tool, mini soft dusting brush for electron-
ics or televisions, mattress tool, extension hose for 
those hard-to-reach spots and an up-top adapter also 
for hard-to-reach areas.

Price Point
The nickel/blue variant costs 
`52,900, while the high-
er-end gold version costs 
`59,900 and comes with 
an additional floor dock. 
Every time you dock in 
the floor dock, the vacuum 
cleaner starts charging. There’s a 
special indent at the back of the rod 
to conceal the wire. Clean and clear.

JUST LAUNCHED
Whirlpool of India has released the 
W Series range of premium Quat-
tro (four-door) refrigerators. It has 
a large 665L storage space, with 
adaptive intelligence technology 
and triple cooling technology. The 
refrigerators offer unique features 
such as pull-out shelves, easy ac-
cess trays and double crispers for 
fruits and vegetables.
PRICE `1,67,600

NEW TECH
Kara Pure in India calls 
itself the world’s first 9.2+ 
pH air-to-water dispenser. 
It absorbs moisture from 
the air, purifies the collected 
water through an extensive 
filtration process after which 
the water is infused with rare 
minerals such as calcium, 
magnesium, zinc, strontium, 
selenium, and silica, resulting 
in 9.2+ pH drinking water 
that supports physical and 
mental wellbeing.
PRICE on request

FACT FILE

Design - Good

Performance - Excellent

User Friendly - Good

Price - Steep/But  

worth it 

Verdict - If money is  

not an issue, this is  

a must-buy





SEARCH FOR
EDITORIAL IMAGES

ENDS HERE


