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 It is an economic system where primacy is 

given to land and land related right. 

 It is an economic system but its 

implication is there in each sphere of life. 

 Duty of feudal lords towards king 

 To bring gift for the king and overlord. 

 Be present at the court and provide king 

military support. 

 Political Implication 

 Decline in the authority of centralized 

kingship. 

 Decline in number of troops as standing 

army. 

 Decline in centralized bureaucracy. 

 Rise of regional kingdoms/ sub 

infeudation. 

 Economical Implication 

 Decline of trade, commerce. 

 Localization of trade/self-sufficient level of 

economy. 

 Decrease in the quality/quantity of coin. 

 Decline of guild. 

 Social Implication 

 Increase in number of caste and sub caste. 

 Impetuous to Jajmani system (Jajmani 

system or Yajman system was an economic 

system most notably found in villages of 

India in which one caste performed various 

functions for other castes and received 

grain or other goods in return. It was an 

occupational division of labor involving a 

system of role-relationships that enabled 

villages to be mostly self-sufficient). 

 Cultural Implication 

 Growth of regional language and culture. 

 Impetuous to bhakti movement. 

 How Indian feudalism differ from 

European feudalism 

 Due to difference in ecological condition 

(long sunshine and humped bull), there 

were few differences. 

 Visthi (forced labor)/ Peasant tied to the 

land of lord was limited in India. 

 Military feudalism develops at much later 

stage. 

 In India there was no sharply define class 

of feudal lord. 

 

 During 8th AD there were three great power 

in India namely Palas in the East, the 

Gurjar-Pratihar in the North, and the 

Rastrakutas in the Deccan. 

 All three struggled for supremacy and their 

desire to possess Kannauj. 

 

1. Indian Feudalism 

2. Tripartite Struggle 

https://elearn.laex.in/


RRP 2021 - Medieval History Ready Reckoner    

www.laexias.com Page 2 https://elearn.laex.in 

 
 

Dynasti

es 

Palas 

(750A.D to 

850 A.D) 

Rajputs Rastrakutas 

(755-973 

A.D) 

Politica

l 

Gopala 

(750-

70) 

 Small 

local 

rulers of 

the 

region 

appointe

d 

Gopala 

as the 

ruler. 

 He was 

the 

founder. 

 He 

ensured 

law and 

order in 

the 

region. 

 Argued, 

he 

brought 

whole of 

Bengal 

under 

this 

way. 

Dharma

pala 

(770-

810 a.d) 

 He 

made 

Bengal 

the 

most 

powerful 

state in 

North 

India. 

 Due to 

tough 

oppositi

on from 

Prathiar

as, 

failed to 

establis

h power 

in 

Aryavart

a. 

PRATHIHAR

AS 

 First 

ruled 

from 

Ujjain 

and later 

from 

Kannauj. 

Nagabhat

ta I 

 He led a 

confedera

cy, in 738 

CE, to 

defeat the 

Muslim 

Arabs. 

Mahipala 

I (912-44) 

 Kannauj 

was 

captured 

by 

Rastrakut

as for 

brief time 

during his 

reign.  

 Md 

Gazani, 

captured 

Kannauj 

in 1018 

during 

the reign 

of 

Rajapala.  

 Mihirabh

oja  

 Arab 

traveller 

named 

Suleiman 

visited 

during his 

reign. 

Rajyapala  

 In 1018 

Md 

Ghazni 

invaded 

Kanauj 

 At its 

Zenith, 

the 

Kingdom 

included 

whole 

Karnatak

a, some 

parts of 

neighbour

ing states. 

 The term 

is a 

combinati

on of 

“Rasthra” 

(country) 

and 

“Kutas” 

(chieftain

s). 

 Succeede

d Badami 

Chalukya

s in 

Deccan. 

Dantidur

ga (753-

56) 

 He was a 

feudatory 

of 

Badami’s. 

 Defeated 

King 

Kiritvar

man II of 

Badamis 

and 

establishe

d empire. 

 He 

maintaine

d cordial 

relations 

with 

Pallavas. 

Krishna I 

(756-73) 

 Powerful 

ruler of 

this 

dynasty. 

 Expanded 

the 

 Defeate

d by 

Vatsyar

aja of 

Prathiar

as. 

  As per 

Tibetan 

Historia

n 

Taranat

h, 

Empire 

extende

d from 

Bay of 

Bengal 

to north 

Delhi 

and to 

vindhya

s in the 

south. 

 As per 

Khalimp

ur 

inscripti

on of 

Dharma

pala, he 

summo

ned a 

Darbar 

at 

Kannauj

. 

 However

, he was 

defeated 

and 

overthro

wn from 

Kannauj 

by 

Nagabh

attaII, 

Prathiar

as King. 

 He took 

the title 

Paramb

hattara

ka 

Maharaj

adhiraja

. 

Devapal

a (810-

50A.D) 

and 

plundered 

it. 

CHANDELLA 

 They 

ruled 

Bundelkh

and 

region. 

 Had two 

capital – 

Mahoba 

and 

Khazurah

o 

 Yashovar

man 

made 

them 

independe

nt power. 

 Ruled 

between 

the 9th 

and early 

13th 

century. 

 Weakened 

by 

invasions 

by 

Muslim 

dynasties. 

PARAMARAS 

 They 

ruled over 

Malwa 

region, 

with 

Dhara as 

capital  

 The early 

rulers 

were 

vassals of 

Rasthrak

utas. 

 Siyaka, 

captured 

Manyakh

eta, 

capital of 

Rasthrak

utas. 

 Harsola 

cooper 

plate 

dynasty 

towards 

East, into 

delta 

region. 

 He is also 

culturally 

important 

for 

constructi

on of 

Kailasa 

temple of 

Ellora. 

Dhruva 

(780-93) 

 His reign 

was 

considere

d as 

Golden 

period. 

 Defeated 

Prathiara

s and 

Palas, 

started 

the 

tripartite 

struggle. 

 Successfu

lly moved 

against 

Pallavas 

of Kanchi. 

Amoghav

arsha 

(814-78) 

 Son of 

Govinda 

III, who 

defeated 

Dharmap

ala of 

Palas. 

 He was a 

scholar 

king. 

 He made 

Manyakh

eta as 

capital. 

 After him 

not so 

popular 

rulers 

followed. 

 There was 

a king 
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 He 

conquer

ed 

Assam 

and 

Kalinga.  

 He 

defeated 

the 

Rasthra

kuta 

ruler, 

Amogha

varsha.  

 His 

empire 

extende

d from 

Kannauj 

in north 

to 

Vindhya

s in 

south 

and 

Assam 

to the 

east. 

 His 

fame 

reached 

South-

east 

Asia. 

 Balaput

radeva, 

Sumatr

an King 

asked 

him a 

grant of 

Five 

villages 

to 

Nalanda 

Universi

ty. 

 He was 

succeed

ed by 

weak 

rulers, 

who 

ruled 

upto 

mid-

tenth 

century. 

 Later, 

inscriptio

n in 

Gujarat is 

attested 

to Siyaka  

Paramara 

Bhoja 

 Important 

King of 

this 

dynasty. 

 Known for 

patron of 

arts, 

literature 

and 

sciences. 

SOLANKI 

DYNASTY  

 Ruled 
Gujarat 
for 300 

years with 
capital at 
Annihilwa
da. 

 Bhima I, 
in his 
reign Md 
Gajini in 

1025 CE 
invaded 

Somnath 

temple. 

 Kumarap

ala, in his 

court 

lived a 

popular 

jain 

scholar 

Hemacha

ndra. 

 Bhima II, 

in the 

Year 

1178, Md 

Ghori 

invaded 

Gujarat.  

CHAUHANDY

NASTY 

 Ajmer, as 

their 

capital. 

Prithviraj 

Chauhan  

Indra-III 

who 

captured 

Kannauj 

in 916 

C.E. 

Krishna 

III 

 In 949 

A.D, He 

fought 

Battle of 

Takkola

m. 

 He 

defeated 

Parantha

ka chola 

and took 

title 

“Tanjavur

konda”. 

 He 

erected 

victory 

pillar in 

Rameswa

ram.  

 Last ruler 

Karka 

was 

assassina

ted by 

Tailapa, 

founded 

Kalyani 

Chalukya

n 

dynasty. 

palas 

were 

occupie

d by a 

hill 

tribe 

Kamboj

as.  

Mahipal

a I 

 He 

revived 

pala 

empire. 

 He 

reoccupi

ed the 

region 

from 

Kamboj

as. 

 His 

empire 

extende

d from 

Varnasi 

and 

Mithila 

to East 

Bengal. 

 Rajendr

a chola 

I, chola 

king 

defeated 

Mahipal

a in 

1023 

A.D. 

 Then in 

mid 

elevent

h 

century 

empire 

was 

taken by 

the 

senas. 

 He fought 

two 

battles at 

Tarain/ 

Staneshw

ar. 

 In first 

battle in 

1191 he 

defeated 

Md Ghori. 

 In second 

battle 

1192 he 

was 

defeated 

and 

“Qutbudd

in Aibak” 

was 

appointed 

as 

governor. 

 Later 

Aibak 

establishe

d Delhi 

Sultanate

. 

Socio-

Religio

us  

 They 

were 

patrons 

of 

Mahaya

na and 

Vajraya

na 

Buddhis

 In India, 

Feudalis

m similar 

to 

western 

type is 

found in 

Rajput 

societies. 

 Society 

was 

divided 

into 

various 

castes 

and based 

on 

profession
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m. 

 Dharma

pala 

built 

many 

universi

ties in 

Bihar. 

They 

were: 

1. Vikrams

hila 

Universi

ty. 

2. Oddanta

pura 

universi

ty. 

3. Sompur

a 

universi

ty. 

4. Jagadda

la 

universi

ty  

 Donated 

land for 

the 

mainten

ance of 

Nalanda 

universi

ty. 

 The 

Buddhis
t Poet 

Vajrada
tta, who 
wrote 

Lokesh
warasha
taka 
was in 
the 
court of 

Devapal
a.  

 The 

palas 

also 
support
ed Saiva 
ascetics. 

 Woman 

immolate

d 

themselve

s on 

burning 

pyre- 

‘johar’. 

 Female 

infanticid

e and 

early 

marriage 

of girls 

were 

practised. 

 It failed 

to absorb 

foreign 

elements. 

 Vaishnav

ism and 

Shaivism 

were 

patronise

d by the 

rulers. 

 Buddhis

m 

declined 

and 

Jainism 

to some 

extent 

was 

present.  

 

 

. 

 Guilds 

occupied 

an 

important 

position 

in the 

society. 

 They were 

tolerant 

to various 

faiths. 

 Amoghav

arsha 

endorsed 

Jainism. 

Literat

ure  

 Gauda-

riti style 

of 

composi

tion was 

 In the 

court of 

Mahipala 

I, 

Sanskrit 

 Patronise

d 

Sanskrit 

and 

popularis

develope

d during 

the pala 

rule. 

 Buddhis

t tantric 

works 

were 

authore

d and 

translat

ed 

during 

the 

period. 

 Notable 

pala 

texts on 

philosop

hy 

include 

Agama 

shastra 

by 

Gaudap

ada, 

Nyaya 

Kundali 

by 

Sridhar 

Bhatta 

and 

Kharma

nustha

n 

Paddhat

i by 

Bhatta 

Bhavad

eva.  

 

Scholar 

Rajasekh

ara lived. 

 He wrote 

Karpura

manjari, 

Kavyami

masa, 

Bhuvank

osha and 

Haravilas

a 

 Paramara 

Bhoja 

wrote 24 

sanskrit 

Kavyas 

and took 

the title of 

‘Kaviraja’. 

 His books 

were: 

1. Ayurveds

arvasya  

2. Samarang

an 

sutradhar

a(on 

architectu

re) 

3. Champu-

ramayana 

4. Yukti 

kalpapatr

u (On 

statecraft)

. 

 Bhoja 

built a 

sanskrit 

college 

“Bhojash

ala”. 

 Hemacha

ndra, in 

the court 

of 

Kumarap

ala wrote 

Books: 

1. Kumarap

alacharita 

2. Naminath

a  

3. Parisistha 

parvan 

4. Abhidha

mma 

Chintama

ed 

Kannada. 

 Amoghav

arsha, 

took a 

title 

“Kaviraja” 

and wrote 

two 

books: 

1. Kaviraja

marga- 

grammar

, first 

book 

written 

in 

Kanada. 

2. Ratnanli

ka, 

Sanskrit 

book 

written 

on 

Jainism. 

 He 

patronise

d 

Sanskrit 

Jain 

scholars: 

1. Jinasena 

-wrote 

Adipuran

a which is 

on 

Adinatha. 

2. Mahaveer

acharya- 

wrote 

Ganita 

sara 

sangraha, 

book on 

mathemat

ics. 

3. Shaktaya

na wrote 

Amogavri

thi, a 

grammar 

book in 

Sanskrit. 
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ni. 

 He took 

title 

‘Kalikala 

Sarvagna’ 

Art and  

Archite

cture 

 During 

this 

period, 

a 

distincti

ve style 

emerged 

in art. 

 Figures 

become 

more 

rigid in 

posture, 

standin

g with 

straight 

legs 

close 

together

. 

 

 They 

built 

number 

of 

monaste

ries and 

sculptur

es- 

Somapu

ra 

Mahavir

a, now 

in 

Banglad

esh, is a 

world 

Heritage 

site.  

 Khazurah

o temples 

were built 

by 

chandella

s rulers 

(UNESCO 

World 

Heritage 

site) 

 

 Dilwara 

Jain 

temples 

in Mt abu 

built by 

Solanki 

rulers. 

 Rani ki 

Vav, 

UNESCO 

WHS, a 

multi-

storeyed 

well built 

by queen 

Udayamat

hi (Bhima 

I wife). 

 The 

palaces 

of Jaipur 

and 

Udaipur 

and forts 

of Chittor, 

Mandu, 

Jodhpur 

and 

Gwalior. 

 Instrume

ntal in 

establishi

ng 

Karnatak

a 

Dravidian 

style. 

 Rock cut 

cave 

Kailasa 

temple in 

Ellora. 

 Caves at 

Ellora 

and 

Elephanta

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important 

Aspects 
Cholas 

Western 

Chalukyas-

Kalyani 

Polity  Empire was 

founded by 

Vijayalaya, 

feudatory of 

Pallavas. 

 He captured 

Tanjore in 850 

A.D. 

Parantaka Chola 

 Took title of 

MadhuraiKonda. 

 Issued 

Uttarmerur 

Inscription 

which gives 

information about 

Village 

administration. 

Rajaraja I (985-

1014 A.D) 

 Formative period 

of “chola 

imperialism” 

 He destroyed the 

chera navy at 

Trivandrum. 

 He conquered 

Maldives Islands. 

 Bought South- 

East Asia under 

his control. 

 He overran Vengi 

of Andhra 

Pradesh.  

 Defeated 

Mahinda IV of Sri 

lanka. 

Rajendra I 

(1014-1044 A.D) 

 He followed 

annexation policy 

of his father. 

 He defeated pala 

ruler Mahipala in 

1022 A.D and 

assumed title 

“Gangaikonda 

chola” 

 Build a city near 

the mouth of 

 Ruled from 

Kalyani (973-

1200A.D) 

 Followed the 

traditions of 

Rasthrakutas 

and vatapi 

Chalukyas. 

 Ruled 

Karnataka 

region and 

surrounding 

areas. 

 Tailapa 

II(973-97 

A.D) 

 Feudatory of 

Rasthrakutas

. Defeated 

Krishna III. 

 Credited with 

victories over 

Chedi, 

Orissa, Nepal 

and Kuntala. 

 Somasevara I 

(1042-68 

A.D) 

 Took the 

titles – 

Ahavamalla 

and 

Trailokyam

alla. 

 He built the 

city of 

Kalyan. 

 Bilhana’s 

Vikramankad

evacharita 

deals with 

Somesvara I. 

Last ruler Tailapa 

III was defeated 

by Kalachuris.  

3. The Rulers of South India 
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Kaveri- 

“Gangaikondacho

la”. 

 He sent two 

diplomatic 

missions to 

China for political 

as well as 

commercial 

purposes. 

RajadhiRaja I 

(1044- 1052 A.D) 

 He earned the 

title 

“Jayamkonda 

chola”. 

 He captured 

Kalyani, western 

chalukyan capital 

and took the title 

“Kalyanpuramko

nda”. 

Kuluttonga 

Chola I 

 Took title of 

Sungamtavirta 

meaning 

abolisher of taxes. 

Administra

tion 

 King was the 

central power and 

assisted by 

council of 

ministers. 

 Chola empire had 

strong standing 

army. 

 The empire was 

divided into 

mandalams 

(provinces), 

valanadu(districts

). 

 The officials were 

generally given 

revenue bearing 

lands. 

 Cholas were 

known for village 

administration: 

(Uttrameruru 

inscriptions of 

Paranthaka 

provides for this) 

1. Two 

assemblies -

Ur, Sabha or 

Mahasabha. 

 Hereditary 

Monarchial 

form of 

government. 

 Used titles 

Samasthabh

uvanasraya 

and 

Vijayaditya. 

 Their insignia 

was boar 

signifying 

Varahavatara 

 Limited 

number of 

council of 

ministers to 

advice King. 

 Ministers 

post was 

hereditary. 

 Administratio

n had feudal 

elements. 

 Territory was 

divided into 

Rasthra, 

Vtshaya, 

Nadu, 

2. Ur was a 

general 

assembly of 

the village. 

3. Mahasabha 

was a 

gathering of 

adult men in 

Brahmana 

villages. 

(agraharas) 

4. Election 

system was 

present. 

Kampana 

and Thana. 

 Vishayapatis, 

Gramakutaka

s, Ayuktakas 

and 

Niyakutakas 

were the 

officials. 

  

 

Economy  Built a network of 

roads. 

 Tanks for 

irrigation purpose 

were built. 

 Elaborate survey 

of land is done to 

assess the govt. 

share. 

 Revenue sources: 

land tax, tolls on 

trade, taxes, 

professions etc, 

plunder. 

 Agriculture 

and trade & 

commerce 

were 

backbones of 

the economy. 

 State 

provided 

irrigational 

facilities. 

 Cultivated 

land was 

categorised 

into Dry land, 

wet land and 

Garden land. 

 Private 

ownership 

along with 

joint 

ownership of 

land existed. 

 Guilds were 

active and 

had 

autonomy. 

Society  It was organised 

based on 

Varnasrama 

model. 

 Sub castes were 

proliferated – 

Kaikalla, Chetti, 

Cheek etc. 

 Division of sub 

castes into 

Valangai and 

Idangai. 

 Devadasi system 

was prevalent in 

the society.  

 

 Social life 

was based on 

Varnasrama 

model. 

 Caste was 

universal and 

hereditary. 

 Relation 

between 

caste and 

occupation 

was less 

rigid. 

 Women of 

higher status 

played a 

major role in 
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social and 

administrativ

e life. 

 Akkamahade

vi, a 

chalukyan 

princess also 

led the 

armies in 

battle.  

Religion  Thiruvalangadu 

copper plates. 

Karanthai plates 

and Anbil plates 

describe religious 

conditions of 

cholas.  

 Chola kings were 

Shaivites. 

 Paranthaka I 

Chola covered 

shiva temple with 

gold at 

Chidambaram. 

 Rajendra I 

constructed Shiva 

temple in Ceylon. 

 They were 

tolerant towards 

other religions. 

 Vaishnavism also 

flourished during 

the period. 

 Saint Ramanuja 

was 

contemporary of 

chola kings. 

 Temples acted as 

important centres 

of cultural life.   

 Shaivism 

and 

Vaishnavism 

were 

patronized. 

 Shakti was 

worshipped 

as Kolhapur 

Mahalakshmi 

 Karthikeya 

was 

worshipped – 

Kudidatani in 

Bellary. 

 Basavesvara’

s 

Veerasaivism 

was also very 

popular. 

 Jainism was 

also practised 

and received 

royal 

patronage 

too. 

  

Art and 

Architectu

re 

 Build great 

capitals -Tanjore, 

Gangaikondachol

apuram, Kanchi 

etc. 

 Large households 

and large palaces. 

 Introduced 

Dravidian temple 

architecture. 

Dravidian temple 

architecture: 

1. Garbhagriha – 

multiple storeys 

on chief-deity 

room. 

 Their temple 

architecture 

known as 

“Karanatadra

vida”. 

 It is an 

extension of 

Badami 

chalukyan 

style.  

 Temples of 

Ittagi were 

the finest 

examples of 

Art and 

Architecture.  

2. These storeys 

varied from 5 to 

7 and known as 

Vimana. 

3. Mandapa with 

pillared hall. 

4. Pillars are 

elaborately 

curved. 

5. Courtyards 

surrounding the 

structure. 

6. Gopurams- lofty 

gateways  

Examples: 

Kailasanath 

temple (Kanchi), 

Brihadeshwara 

temple (Tanjore), 

Gangaikondachol

apuram temple. 

 Ornamentatio

n on the 

outer walls of 

the shrine 

and presence 

of figure 

sculptures of 

heroes and 

loving 

couples 

(Mithuna) 

were unique 

features of 

Kalyani 

Chalukyas. 

 Bibliography of Important Words 

 Maha Samantha/Mandleshvara: the great lord of a 

circle or region 

 Hiranyagarbha a ritual performed with the help of 

Brahmana’s; it was thought to lead to the rebirth of 

the sacrifice as a Kshatriya 

 Tribhuvan chakravartin: the lord of three kingdom 

 Vellanvagai: land of non-Brahman peasant 

Proprietors 

 Brahmadeya: land donated to Brahmans 

 Shalabhoga: land for maintenance of school 

 Deva Dana, tirunamattukkani: land gifted to 

temples 

 Pallichchhandam: land donated to Jain institution 

 Muvendavelan: Vela (peasant) serving three kings 

 Araiyar: Chief 
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Delhi 

Sultanate 

Political History And Important 

Initiatives Of The Kings 

Mamluk 

Dynasty (Slave 

Dynasty) 

1206-1290 A. 

D 

 Founded by Turk Slave 

Qutbuddin Aibak.  

 He constructed Quwat-ul-Islam, 

Delhi and Adai din ki Jonpara, 

Ajmer.  

 He died playing Chaugan(Horse 

polo). 

 Iltutmish (1210-36A.D) 

 Real consolidator of Turkish 

conquests in northern India. 

 Introduced new coins 

Tanka(Silver) and Jital(Copper) 

 Introduced Iqtedari system. (IQTA: 

Land assignment given to a officer 

in-lieu of salary) 

 40 iqtedars formed an association 

called Chahalgani. 

 Raziya (1236-39 A.D) 

 Daughter of Iltutmish. 

 Marked the struggle for power 

between Monarchy and 

Chahalgani (Turkish chiefs). 

 Balban (1246-87 A.D) 

 He was one of the Turkish chiefs.  

 Laid the foundation for a strong 

centralised government. 

 He sought to increase the prestige 

and power of the monarchy. 

 He stood as a champion of 

Turkish nobility.  

 He broke the power of 

Chahalgani.  

 He administered justice with 

extreme impartiality. 

 Strong centralised army with a 

network of spies to ensure order. 

 Balban adopted a policy of “Blood 

and Iron”, to crush the rebels. 

 He insisted on the ceremony of 

Sijada(prostration) and paibos 

(Kissing the monarch’s feet). 

The Khaljis 

(1290-1320 A. 

D) 

 Jalaluddin Khalji (1290-96 A.D) 

 He founded Khalji dynasty. 

 He believed that state should be 

based on the willing support of 

the governed. 

 Followed a policy of tolerance 

towards the nobility. 

 Alauddin Khilji (1296-1316 A.D) 

 He was harsh towards nobles and 

banned festivals, use of wines and 

intoxicants. 

 Weakened the power of nobles. 

 He was followed by a Hindu 

convert Khusrau, who was 

defeated by Tughlaqs.  

 First Muslim ruler to come to 

south. 

 Introduced Diwan-i-

Mustakraj(Revenue ministry) 

 Malikafur (Senapati) commander 

of Alauddin conqured southern 

kingdoms of Yadava, Kakatiya, 

Hoysala and Pandya. 

 Malik Mohammad Jaisi, sufi 

saint, wrote “Padmavat”, where 

Rajput women perform ‘Jauhar’ 

in order to save from Alauddin. 

 He brought in Market reforms, 

military reforms, abolished Iqta 

system and made attempts at 

secularisation of administration   

The Tughlaqs 

(1320-1412 

A.D) 

 Founded by Ghiyaz-ud-din 

Tughlaq (1320-25 A.D). 

 Ghiyaz sent Mohammad bin 

Tughlaq to annex Kakatiya and 

Pandyan Kingdoms. 

 Mohammad bin Tughlaq (1325-

1351 A.D) 

 Two sources- “Tarikh-e-

Ferozshahi”, written by Zia-ud-

din- Barani; “Kitab-ul-Rehla”, by 

Ibun Batuta. 

4. Delhi Sultanate  
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 He shifted capital from Delhi to 

Devagiri (Daultabad) in 1327 

A.D 

 He introduced token currency. 

 He imposed new taxes in the 

Doab region- Gari (house tax) and 

Cheri (grazing tax). 

 Agrarian reforms- Diwan-I-Kohi 

(agricultural department), taccavi 

loans (crop loans), Famine code. 

 Khorasan Expedition: He chose 

to win Khorasan and Iraq and 

activated a gigantic armed force 

for the reason. Nevertheless, his 

campaign ended in a 

disappointment. 

 Quarachi Expedition: This 

campaign was propelled to 

counter Chinese attacks. 

 Feroz shah Tuglaq (1351-1388 

A.D) 

 Source- “Tarikh-e-Ferozshahi” 

written by Shams-us-Siraj-Afif. 

 Benevolence and welfare -two 

pillars of his administration. 

 Collected only 4 taxes as 

permitted by Sheriya: - Kharaj 

(land revenue), Shurb (irrigation 

tax), Zakal (tax only on rich), 

Jiziya (on religion). 

 Nasir-ud-din- Mohd Tughlaq 

(1394-1414). 

 Taimur invaded India during his 

period. 

 After his death, Sayyed Khizir 

Khan established Sayyed dynasty. 

Sayyed 

Dynasty & 

Lodi Dynasty 

 Sayyed’s ruled for shorter period. 

 Bahalal Lodi assassinated Alam 

Shah, last ruler of Sayyed dynasty 

and set up Lodi dynasty. 

 Sikander Lodi built Agra city 

and shifted capital from Delhi to 

Agra. 

 Ibrahim Lodi, the last ruler of 

Delhi Sultanate. 

 Ibrahim fought a Battle at 

Panipat, in 1526, with Babur and 

was defeated. 

 

 

 

 Administration, socio-economic and 

cultural aspects under Delhi 

Sultanate 

Delhi Sultanate 

(1206-1526 A.D) 

Important Aspects 

Administration  Declared themselves 

subordinate to Caliph. 

 Sultan office vested all 

political, military and legal 

authority. 

 Idea of Primogeniture was 

not successfully acceptable. 

 Sultan was assisted by 

council of ministers. 

 Nature of the state: 

 It was militaristic and 

aristocratic. 

 Islamic state- Muslim law 

formed the base. However, 

Jahandari (secular rules) 

and Zawabit(regulations) 

were also part.  

 Noble birth was used as a 

qualification for higher 

offices. 

 Sharing of power between 

rural aristocracy and city-

based administration (elitist). 

 Wazir (finance minister) is an 

important officer. 

 Diwan- i-ariz (military 

department) headed by ariz-i-

mamalik (Balban first set 

up) 

o Alauddin introduced Dagh 

system (branding of 

horses) and regular 

muster of the armed 

forces. 

o He paid in cash to the 

soldiers. 

 Diwan-i-risalat, dealt with 

religious matters and headed 

by Chief Sadr (who was 

generally chief Qazi (Judge). 

 Diwan-i-insha dealt with 

state correspondence. It is 

similar to external affairs 

department. 

 Barids were deployed as 

intelligence agents.  

 Karkhanas, public sector 

enterprises manufactured 

goods and kings needed by 
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the King and Royal 

households. 

 Wakil-i-dar, official who 

looked at royal household 

needs and also maintained 

proper decorum in the courts. 

 Local administration 

 Empire was divided into 

iqtas, shiqas and Parganas. 

 The paragana was headed by 

amil and shiqas by 

shiqadar. 

 At village level – 

Muqaddam(headmen), khut 

(landowners), Patwari (village 

accountant). 

Social  Muslims were not a united 

group. They were divided into 

Persians, Afghans, Turks, 

Arabs, Abyssinians and 

Indian Muslims. 

 They were divided based on 

sects, education and 

profession: Sunnis and Shias; 

soldiers and scholars; 

 Hindu caste system 

influenced Islam in India. 

 Ulema, claimed as the sole 

interpreter of laws and 

wielded large influence.  

 Slave system was prevalent 

among both Hindus and 

Muslims. 

 Hindu women enjoyed respect 

in their family but in society 

their status got deteoriated. 

 Muslim women status also 

given inferior status. 

 Social evils like- Sati, 

Polygamy, female infanticide 

was prevalent.   

  Economic  Peasants formed the 

overwhelming majority. 

 Muqqadams and Khuta 

enjoyed a higher standard of 

life in villages. 

 Hindu rais or autonomous 

rajas continued to be 

powerful. 

 Trade, Industry and 

Merchants: 

 The improvement of 

communications and 

establishment of a sound 

currency system based on 

silver tanka and copper 

dirham. 

 Sultanate period had a 

flourishing urban economy. 

 Some new developments – 

manufacturing of paper, 

spinning wheel, large scale 

use of armour and Iron 

stirrup, Persian wheel (rahat), 

superior mortar etc. 

 Market reforms of Alauddin: 

 Regulation of prices of all 

commodities sold in a market. 

 Separate markets for separate 

products.  

 Needs of large army was the 

underlying reason for market 

reforms. 

Art & Architecture  In the initial days, they 

converted temples into 

Mosques: Quwat-ul-Islam 

and Arhai Din ka Jonpara. 

 They used arch and dome 

type, which they got from 

Rome, along with slab and 

beam method. 

 They never used animal or 

human figurines as 

sculptural elements, but used 

calligraphy, Hindu motifs 

like swastika, bell motif and 

scrolls of flowers in a 

decorative style.  

 Used fine quality light 

mortar to support huge 

domes and arches. 

 Magnificent building 

constructed by turks in 13th 

century was the Qutub 

minar. 

 Alauddin Khilji constructed a 

city ‘Siri’ and Alai Darwaja to 

Qutub Minar.  

 Tughlaq’s constructed 

Tughlaqabad and a resort at 

Hauz Khas; Palace and fort at 

Kotla by Ferozshah Tughlaq.  

 One of the unique features 

during Tughlaq period was 

using sloping walls. 

 The period saw usage of red 

sand stone, grey sandstone 

and marble.  

 Usage of raised platforms, 

surrounded by gardens and 

water bodies, octagonal 

shapes were some features of 

Lodi dynasty. These were 
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used later during Mughal 

period.  

Literature  Literature was produced not 

only in Persian, Arabic and 

sanskrit but also in regional 

languages. 

 Khwaja Abu Nasr, poetically 

surnamed Nasiri, Abu Bakar 

Bin Muhammad Ruhani, 

Taj-ud-din Dabir and Nur-ud-

din Muhammad Awfi were 

famous scholars at the court 

of Sultan Iltutmish. Nur-ud-

din wrote Lubab-ul-Albab. 

 Amir Khusrau wrote 

Khazain-ul-Fatuh, Tughluq-

nama, and the Tarikh-i-Alai. 

 Sultan Firuz Tughluq wrote 

his autobiography and 

provided patronage to 

historians Ziya-ud-din Barani 

and Shams-i-Siraj Afif. 

 Causes of Decline of Delhi Sultanate 

 The rulers of Delhi Sultanate came in 

power with the help of sword and army, so 

there was no definite law of succession. 

 Military strength was the main factor in 

succession to the throne, which later gave 

birth to political instability. 

 Nobles were very powerful enough to act as 

kingmakers and controlled the weak 

sultans. 

 Iqtadari, Zamindari and Jagirdari system 

led to the disintegration of Delhi Sultanate 

under weak sultans. 

 Invasion of Timurid created havoc like 

situation and became main cause for the 

downfall of the Delhi Sultanate 

 List of Administrative and Agrarian 

Terms used in Sultanate Period 

Alai Tanka: Tanks of 

Alauddin Khilji 

Alamatha-i-Sultanate: 

Insignia of royalty 

Amil: Revenue officer Amir: Commander: The 

third highest official 
grade 

Amir-i-dad: Officer-in-charge 

of justice 

Amir-i-akhur: Officer 

commanding the 
horses 

Amir-i-hajib: Officer-in-charge 

of the royal Khalisa court (also 

called barbek in Turkish) 

Amir-i-koh: Officer in-

charge of agriculture 

Ariz: Officer in-charge of the 

muster, equipment of the 

soldiers and the horses 

Barbek: Officer in-

charge of the royal 

court 

Barid; Intelligence officer 

appointed by the state to 

collect information 

Dabir: Secretary 

Dagh; Mark of branding on 

the horses 

Diwan-i-arz: Office of 

the ministry of war 

Hukm-i-mushahida; 

Assessment (Of land revenue) 

by inspection only 

Iqtadars: A person in 

whose charge iqta has 

been placed 

Karkhana: Royal factory or 

enterprise; they were of two 

kinds - ratbi, for looking after 

animals and ghair-ratbi for 

producing commodities 

required by the state 

Khalisa: Land 

controlled directly by 

the king 

Khidmati: Service dues Khuts: Village 

headmen or revenue 

collector 

Madad-i-mash: Grant of land 

or pension to religious or 

deserving persons 

Muhtasib: An officer 

appointed to maintain 

law and order village 

headman; literally the 

first or senior man 

Muqta: Governor; person-in-

charge of an iqta or a medieval 

province 

Mustaufi-i-

mamalakat: 

Accountant for the 

whole kingdom 

Mustaufi-i-mamalik: Auditor, Haqq-i-Shirb: Profits 
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for the whole kingdom from canal irrigation 

Hukm-i-masahat: Assessment 

of land revenue according to 

measurement 

Chungi-i-Galla: Tax on 

grain 

Amir-i-Tarab: Entertainment 

tax 

Galla Bakshi, Kankut: 

System of collection of 

land revenue 

 

 

 The Ahom’s of Assam 

 Ahom migrated to Brahmaputra valley 

from present day Myanmar 

 They suppressed the old political system of 

Bhuiyans(landlords) 

 Ahom state was dependent on forced labor 

called Paiks 

 Each village had to send a number of Paiks 

by rotation. 

 Almost all male adult served in the kings 

army during war 

 Buranjis is the historical chronicle of 

Ahom’s 

 Originally, Ahom worship their own tribal 

god but by 17thCE, they adopted Hinduism 

but they did not left their tribal culture 

fully. 

 Ahom society was divided into Khel or 

clan. 

 The Gonds 

 Gond lived in vast forestland mentioned as 

Gondawana 

 Akbarnama mention Gond kingdom in 

Garh Katanga. 

 The kingdom was divided into – 

 Garh 

 Chaurasi (unit of 84 village below Garh) 

 Bahot (divison of Chaurasi in 12 

villages) 

 The famous queen Durgawati belong to 

this dynasty 

 Orissa 

 The ganga dynasty ruled up to 15th CE  

 Narsinghdeo of this dynasty constructed 

Konark Temple  

 In the middle of the 15th CE there was rise 

of Gajpati rulers they ruled Orissa until 

the end of Lodhi period. 

 Mewar 

 Rana Kumbha(1433-1468AD) was the 

most famous ruler. 

 Rana kumbha wrote books like Sangeet 

Priya, SudhaPrabandh, RasikPriya, 

KamRajaRatisara etc. 

 He constructed Kirti Satambh. 

 The Sharaqi of Jaunpuri  

 Malik Sarwar founded the kingdom 

 Malik Muhammed Jaisi the writer of 

Padmavat was the court Poet  

 Bahlol Lodhi Defeated the Sharaqi. 

 Kashmir 

 Zainul Abedeen was the greatest ruler Of 

Kashmir 

 Zaina Lanka the artificial island on the 

Wullur Lak was constructed by him. 

 Many Sankrit works like Rajtarangini, 

Mahabharat were translated into Persian 

under him. 

5. Regional Kingdom 
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 He still remembered as Bud Shah 

 Contribution of regional kingdom 

1. They utilized local culture and custom for 

their own purpose. 

2. Develop and supported regional 

Architecture 

3. Greater cultural rap prochement between 

Hindu and Muslims. 

 Why Regional kingdoms were not 

able to become central: 

1. They checked and balanced each other 

2. Geographical limitation 

 Few don’t have access to sea 

 Geographical of few was such that it can’t 

support a large state 

Eg-Mewar etc. 

3. Rise of lodhis and their prolonged battle 

with Sharaqi led to instability in Ganga 

Jamuna doab. 

 

 The Vijayanagar Empire (1336-1646): 

 Harihar I and his brother Bukka Raya I in 

Deccan in the wake of the rebellions 

 Against Tughluq rule founded the 

Vijayanagar Empire in 1336 AD.  

 The empire is named after its capital city 

of Vijayanagar.  

 The ruins of this city, which surround 

modern World Heritage site Hampi, can 

be found in modern Karnataka, India. 

 Although the empire continued to exist 

until 1646 AD, it lost its importance in 

1565 AD after a key military defeat (The 

battle of Talikota) by the Deccan 

Sultanates. 

 The empire extended over the southern 

part of India which included the territories 

of Trichinopoly, Mysore, Kanara, 

Chingalpet and Kanchivaram. It was on 

the south bank of Tungabhadra River. 

 The empire was always at war with 

Bahamani kingdom and other Muslim 

rulers of northern Deccan, collectively 

referred as Deccan sultanates. 

 There were four dynasties, which ruled 

over Vijayanagar- Sangama Dynasty, 

Saluva Dynasty, Tuluva Dynasty and 

Aravidu Dynasty. 

Sangama 

Dynasty 

It was the first dynasty to rule over the 

Vijaynagara empire. The founders of the 

empire, Harihar I and Bukka belonged 

to this dynasty. It ruled from 1334 AD to 

1485 AD. 

Saluva 

Dynasty 

This dynasty succeeded Sangama 

dynasty as the second dynasty of the 

empire. It ruled from 1485 to 1505 AD. 

They ruled over almost the whole South 

India. 

Tuluva 

Dynasty 

This was the third dynasty, which ruled 

Vijayanagar Empire. It ruled from Tuluva 

dynasty. The most famous king of 

Vijayanagar Empire, Krishna Deva Raya 

belonged to this dynasty. It ruled from 

1491 AD to 1570 AD. 

Aravidu 

Dynasty 

It was the fourth and last Hindu dynasty 

to rule Vijayanagar kingdom in South 

India. 

 Society and Economy under 

Vijaynagara Empire 

1.  Allasani Peddana, in his Manucharitam, 

mentions the four castes that existed in 

the Vijayanagar society. 

 Viprulu or Brahmins followed the 

traditional profession of teachers and 

   6. Vijayanagar Kingdom 
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priests. They sometimes also performed 

duties of soldiers and administrators. This 

is confirmed from the narration of 

Domingo Paes. 

 Rajulu or Rachavaru was generally 

associated with the ruling dynasty. The 

rulers as well as generals were actually 

Sudras, but called rachavaru because of 

their position. As in the case of other parts 

of South India, the Kshatriya Varna seems 

to be absent here. 

 Matikaratalu or Vaishyas were the same 

as merchants who carried on trade and 

commerce. 

 Nalavajativaru or Sudras were mainly 

agriculturists, but some of them carried on 

several other professions. They were not 

segregated, although considered inferior. 

2.  The practice of dancing girls attached to 

temples was also in vogue. From the 

account of Paes, we learn that Devadasis 

held a highly respectable position in 

society, and were given land grants, 

maidservants, etc. 

3.  The plight of widow was pitiable, but they 

could remarry. 

4.  The state encouraged widow remarriage by 

not levying any tax on it. 

5.  The prevalence of Sati or Sahagamana in 

the Vijayanagar Empire is proved from both 

inscriptions and foreign accounts of the 

period. 

6.  Chess: It was a game promoted by the state 

and players were rewarded. 

7.  Untouchability: It existed and various 

classes such as Kambalattars, dombaris, 

jogis and maravars were treated as 

untouchables. 

8.  Slavery: It was quite common and Nicolo 

de Conti says that those failed to repay 

debts became the property of the creditor. 

 Religion and Philosophy 

 Early Vijayanagar rulers were followers of 

Shaivism. Virupaksha was their family 

God. Later they came under the influence 

of Vaishnavism. However, Shiva continued 

to be worshipped. 

 Vaishnavism was professed in various 

forms. Srivaishnavism of Ramanuja was 

highly popular. 

 The Dvaita system of Madhava was also 

practiced. 

 Epics and Puranas were popular among 

the masses, especially since they served as 

a means of education among women. 

 Economic Conditions 

The Vijayanagar Empire was one of the richest 

state then known to the world. Several foreign 

travellers, who visited the empire during the 

15th and 16th Centuries, have left glowing 

accounts of its splendor and wealth. 

 Agriculture: It was in a flourishing 

condition. It was the policy of rulers to 

encourage agriculture in the different parts 

of the empire and to increase agricultural 

production by a wise irrigation policy. 

Nuniz, the Portuguese traveller, speaks of 

the construction of a dam and excavation 

of canals. 

 Industries: The agricultural wealth was 

supplemented. by numerous industries, 

the most important of which were textiles, 

mining and metallurgy. Another 

important industry was perfumery. 

 Industries and crafts were regulated by 

guilds. 
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 It was common practice for people of the 

same trade to live in one and the same 

quarter of the city. 

 Abdur Razzak, the Persian diplomat and 

traveller, mentions about the flourishing 

trade and lists 300 sea ports. 

 The most important commercial area on 

the West coast was Malabar, with its 

important port of Cannanore. It had 

commercial relations with the islands of 

the Indian Ocean, Burma, the Malay 

Archipelago and China in the East, and 

Arabia, Persia, South Africa, Abyssinia and 

Portugal on the West. 

 Among the exports, the main items were 

cloth, spices, rice, iron, saltpetre, sugar, 

etc. The main imports consisted of horses, 

elephants, pearls, copper, coral, mercury, 

China silks and velvets. 

 Ships were used for coastal and overseas 

trade. Vijayanagar had its own ships; the 

art of ship-building was known, but we do 

not know if ocean-going ships were built. 

 Barbosa, another Portuguese traveller, 

says that South India got its ships built in 

the Maldive Islands. 

 Coinage 

 The Vijayanagar emperors issued a large 

number of gold coins, called Varahas or 

Pagodas (Varahas because the most 

common symbol was Varaha-the Boar 

incarnation of Vishnu). 

 Harihara I and Bukka I used the Hanuman 

symbol in their coins. 

 Krishna Deva Raya's coins had the figures 

of Venkatesh and Balkrishna. 

 Achyuta Raya used Garuda while Tirumala 

maintained the original Varaha. 

 Standard of Living 

 The accounts of foreign travellers speak 

of the high standards of living of the 

upper and middle classes. 

 The splendor of the capital city bears 

testimony to the wealth, which was, 

however, the monopoly of only a section of 

the population. 

 But the prices of articles were low and 

the minimum necessities were probably 

not beyond the means of the common 

people. 

 However, producers, mainly agricultural 

producers, apparently got inadequate 

prices for their produce. 

 Another main defect of the economic 

system was that the common people had to 

bear the brunt of taxation, which was quite 

heavy and the local authority’s sometimes-

adopted oppressive methods of collection. 

 Art and Architecture 

 Within Hampi 

 Built in Dravida Style. 

 Virupaksha temple (Pampavati temple): 

170ft tall Gopuram. 

 Hazara Rama temple: tall Prakara around 

it, walls contain sculptures of Ramayan 

and Mahabharata 

 Vittala swami temple: Famous Monolithic 

Charriot and musical pillars. 

Laxminarasimha statue of 20ft. 

 Secular Temples 

 Lotus mahal:2 storied palace in the shape 

of lotus. 

 Elephants Stables(Gajashala): Indo-persian 

style. 

https://elearn.laex.in/


RRP 2021 - Medieval History Ready Reckoner    

www.laexias.com Page 16 https://elearn.laex.in 

 
 

 Queens bath. 

 Outside Hampi 

 Veerabhadraswami temple at Lepakshi: 

Mural paintings on ceilings, Huge 

monolithic Nandi statue. 

 Chintala Venkata Ramana temple at 

Anantapura. 

 Varada Rajula temple at Kanchi: Famous 

for Golden lizard sculpture on wall. 

 Sri Ranganatha Temple at Srirangam : with 

1000 pillared mantapa. 

 Krishna deva Raya (1509-1529 AD) 

Major Achievements 

 Ashtadiggajas (Eight literary scholars) 

were present in his court. 

 The author of Manu Charitramu was the 

greatest among Ashtadiggajas.  

 Krishna Deva Raya, a poet himself wrote 

the book Amuktamalyada. 

 Krishna Deva Raya was a great builder as 

well. He built the Hazara Rama temple 

and the Vittalaswami temple.  

 He also founded a new city called 

Nagalapuram. 

 Foreign Travelers visited Vijayanagar 

Kingdom 

Ibn Battuta  He is from Morocco, North 
Africa. 

 He left an account of Harihara 
I’s reign in his book Rehla 

Niccolo de-Conti  He was an Italian merchant 
scholar. 

 Visited during the period of 
Deva Raya II. 

 Left an account in Travels of 

Niccolo Conti 

Abdur Razzaq  Persian scholar who visited 
during the period of Deva Raya 
II. 

 He was an ambassador to 

Timurid empire. 

 His accounts about the reign of 

Deva Raya II was found in 
Matla. 

Athanasius 
Nikitin 

 First Russian merchant 
traveller to visit India. 

 He described the conditions of 
the Bahmani kingdom under 
Muhammad III 

Ludvico de 
Vorthemo 

 Italian merchant traveller. 

 He was the first Christian to 

make the holy pilgrimage to 
Mecca.  

Duarte Barbosa  Portuguese writer. 

 Gives a detailed account of 

governance under Krishna deva 
Raya. 

 He gives details of the Indian 
ocean littorals and inhabitants. 

Dominigo Paes  He was Portuguese Merchant. 

 He gives descriptions of ancient 

city Hampi under Krishna deva 
Raya. 

Fernao Nuniz  Portuguese traveller and horse 
trader. 

 He visited during the reign of 
Achyuta Raya. 

 He gave detailed account on 
the history of Vijayanagara. 

 He also gives the cultural 
aspects and postiton of women 
during this period. 

Marco polo  Merchant traveler from 
Republic of Venice. 

 Reputed traveller who also 
spoke about Kakatiya’s  

 

 

 Bahmani Kingdom was a Muslim state of 

the Deccan in Southern India during the 

medieval era in Indian History. 

 The Turkish Governor Ala-ud-Din Hassan 

Bahman Shah who was also known as 

Hassan Gangu founded it in the year 

1347.  

7. Bahmani Kingdom  
(1347-1527 AD) 
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 He had revolted successfully against the 

Sultan of Delhi, Muhammad bin Tughlaq 

 The Bahmani Empire was always at war 

with Vijayanagara Empire for control over 

Deccan. 

 The capital of Bahmani Empire was 

Gulbarga from 1347 AD to 1425 AD. It was 

moved to Bidar in 1425 AD. 

 Bahmani Empire reached its zenith during 

the time of Mahmud Gawan who was a 

minister of the Empire.  

 Mahmud Gawan was executed in 1482 AD 

by Muhammad Shah III, which was an 

outcome of the rivalry between Deccanis 

and the Afaqis sections. 

 Following his execution, the empire started 

disintegrating. The Empire disintegrated 

into five small kingdoms namely 

AdamShahi (of Ahmednagar), Adilshahi (of 

Bijapur), Qutubshahi (of Golkonda), 

Barishahi (Bidar) and Imad Shahi 

kingdom of Berar (This was annexed by 

Ahmednagar).  

 Bijapur, Ahmednagar, Bijapur and Berar 

declared their independence in 1490 AD, 

Bidar in 1492 AD while Golkonda got itself 

separated in 1512 AD. 

 Kalimullah was the last king of the 

Bahmani dynasty. 

 The nobles of Bahmani kingdom were 

categorized in two categories namely 

Afaquis and Deccanis. Deccanis were 

nobles of native origin while Afaquis had 

foreign origin. 

 Break-up of Bahmani Kingdom 

 The 16th century saw the Bahmani 

Kingdom fragment into smaller sultanates 

each governed by independent dynasty. 

 The Nizam Shahis of Ahmednagar 

(1490-1633 AD):  

 The Nizam Shahi kingdom was founded by 

Malik Ahmed Bahri and was later 

conquered by Shah Jahan (A.D. 1633). 

 The Adil Shahi’s of Bijapur (A.D. 

1490-1686 AD):  

 Yusuf Adil Shah founded the kingdom of 

Bijapur. Adil Shahi ruler Muhammad Adil 

Shah built the Gol Gumbaj, the tomb 

with world’s second largest dome. It is 

also famous for its whispering gallery.  

 Aurangzeb later annexed this kingdom. 

Ibrahim Adil shah II wrote a book of songs 

called Kitab-i-Niwas in Dakhani Urdu; 

this contains a number of songs with 

different ragas.  

 The Imadshahis of Berar (1490-1574 

AD):  

 The Imadshahis kingdom was founded by 

Fatullah Khan imad-ul-mulk and it was 

conquered by one of the Nizam-Shahi 

rulers of Ahmednagar. 

 The Qutubshahis of Golconda (1518-

1687 AD):  

 Quli Qutub Shah founded the Qutubshahi 

dynasty and made Golconda his capital 

after building the famous Golconda fort.  

 Another Qutubshahi ruler, Muhammad 

Quli Qutubshah, was the greatest of all 

and he founded the city of Hyderabad 

and built the Charminar in it.  

 Aurangzeb also later annexed this 

kingdom. Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah 

wrote the Kulliyat-i-Muhammad QuliQutb 

Shah in Dakhani Urdu. 
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 The Baridshahis of Bidar (1528-1619) AD: 

Ali Barid founded the kingdom and 

Adilshahis of Bijapur later annexed it. 

 

 Bhakti Movement: 

 Emphasis on love towards god. 

 Ritualistic and priestly domination were 

rejected. 

 Social and religious discrimination based 

on caste was rejected. 

 Two streams of Bhakti promoted -

Saguna(with form) and Nirguna(formless). 

 They adopted regional languages to 

promote their ideas, beliefs etc, 

 In saguna type of Bhakti, it is categorised 

into Vaishnavism and Shaivism. 

 Vaishnava Saints 

South India 
Maharast

hra 
North India 

East 

India 

 Ramanuj

acharya(1

1th 

century 

A.D) 

 He 

founded a 

new sect 

called “Sri 

Vaishnavi

sm”. 

 He 

developed 

a 

philosoph

y 

“Visitadva

itham”. 

 Proposed 

“Prapati 

marga”(Se

lf 

Varkari 

and 

Darkari 

saints. 

 Gnane

shwar 

(13th 

C) 

 He 

wrote 

Gnane

shwari

. 

 It is 

the 

first 

book 

in 

Marat

hi. 

 Ramanan

da(15th C) 

 He has 12 

disciples -

Avadutas. 

 Surdas(15
th&16th) 

 He 

promoted 

Krishna 

Bhakti. 

 He wrote 

Sursagar 

and 

Sursurvali

. 

 Meerabha

i(15th 

&16th) 

 From elite 

family. 

 Promoted 

 Chai

than

ya 

(15th

&16t

h C) 

 Devo

tee 

of 

Puri 

Jaga

nnad

h. 

 Vais

hnav

ism 

in 

Beng

al. 

 Sha

nkar

a 

surrender 

to god) 

 Madhava

charya(13
th century) 

 He 

founded a 

philosoph

y called 

“Dvaitha

m”. 

 He 

promoted 

Krishna 

Bhakti. 

 Nimbarak

acharya 

(15th 

century) 

 He 

founded a 

philosoph

y called 

“Dvaithaa

dvaita”. 

 Vallabhac

harya( 

16th C) 

 He 

founded a 

philosphy 

Shuddadv

aitam. 

 Ekana

th( 

15th C) 

 He 

wrote 

Bhakti 

songs 

“Abha

ngas”. 

 Wrote 

a book 

called 

Bhava

ratara

maya

n  

 Tukar

am(17t

h C) 

 He 

was a 

varkar

i 

 Rama

das(17
th C) 

 He 

was a 

Darka

ri. 

 He 

was 

religio

us 

guru 

of 

Shivaji

. 

 Wrote 

a 

marat

hi 

book 

“Dasa

bosa” 

Krishna 

bhakti. 

 Tulasidas(

16th &17th 

C) 

 Promoted 

Rambhakt

i. 

 He wrote- 

Ramachar

itamanas/

Tulasi 

Ramayana

. 

 He wrote 

Vinayapat

rika and 

Geethavali

. 

das 

(15th

&16t

h C) 

 Tran

slate

d 

Ram

ayan

a & 

Mah

abha

rat 

into 

Assa

mese 

 

 Shaivism  

 It was less popular than Vaishnava Bhakti. 

 It was Present in Kashmir and Karnataka. 

 Laleshwari (lal didi) promted Shaiva Bhakti 

in Kashmir. 

8. Bhakti and Sufi Movement 
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 She wrote many songs on Shaiva Bhakti 

called “Lal vakh”. 

 Veera Shaiva movement: 

 Basavanna of 12th century Karnataka 

started this movement. 

 It is a radical social movement. 

 Ultimate goal is to create a castless society 

and eradicating untouchability. 

 He wrote Bhakti songs in Kannada 

“Vachanas”. 

 Veerashaivites are also called as 

“lingayats”. The priestic laws of 

Veerashaivites called “Jangamas”. 

 In Nirguna Bhakti Popular saints are: 

Nirguna Bhakti 

saints 
Important aspects 

Namdev  His philosophy contains both 

Nirguna and Saguna elements. 

 Only Nirguna saint in 

Maharasthra. 

 He belongs to Varkari 
tradition. 

Kabir  

(15th &16th C) 

 He condemened idolatory, 

fastings, pilgrimages and 

religious superstituious beliefs. 

 “Ram Rahim are same”, he 

says.  

 He composed couplets called 

Dohas and are compiled as 

Bhijaks. 

Gurunanak 

( 15th & 16th C) 

 Belongs to Khadri community 

in Punjab. 

 Born in Talvandi and died at 

Kartarpur (Kartarpur corridor 

is in news) 

 He started Guru-Ka-langer 

(Community Kitchen) 

 He promoted “Tauhid-e-

wazidi” 

 

 

 Sufism: 

 Sufi means wool: People who wear long 

woollen clothes were called as sufis. 

 In India, sufi movement began in 1300 A.D 

& came to South India in 15th century. 

 It is based on Pir-Murid (Teacher- student) 

relationship. 

 Teachings of Guru will be made at Kanqa 

(residence of sufi saints). 

 Spiritual merger into God through self 

surrender is called Fana. 

 Tauba is repentance and praying god for 

forgiveness. 

 Zikr is remembrance of God. 

 Sama is spiritual music and dance. 

 Darga is tomb shrine of sufi saints. 

 Urs is celebrations of the death 

anniversary of saints. 

 There were 14 different orders were called 

as “Silsilas” (sufi orders) known as Chishti, 

Qadri, Sattari, Mahadevi, Raushaniya, 

Suhrawardi etc. Chishti Silsila is the 

popular one. 

 Chishti Silsila 

 Sheik Moin-ud-din-Chishti: Saint from 

Iraq settled in Ajmer in 1192 AD. Known 

as Khaja Gariban Nawaz.(Comforter of 

Poor) 

 Qutub ud-din-Bhaktiyar kaki: Darga is 

found in Delhi, Qutub Minar is named 

after him. 

 Hazrat Nizam-ud-din: Tomb is in Delhi. 

He practiced Yoga. 

 Baba Farid-ud-din(Ganj-e-Shakar): from 

Punjab, Darga is in Ajodhan(Pakistan). 
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 Noor-ud-din: From Kashmir, popularly 

known as Rishi. Sole responsible for 

Islamisation of Kashmir valley. 

 Hazrat Gesudaraz: From Delhi but settled 

in Gulbarga(Karnataka), first sufi saint of 

South India. Known as Khaja Bande 

Nawaz. Wrote first urdu book called Miraj-

ul-Ashiquin. 

 

 1st Phase:  Early Mughals-1526-1707 A.D. 

 2nd Phase: Later Mughals- 1707-1757 A.D. 

Early 

Mughalas 
Important Events 

Babur (1526-

30 A.D) 

 He was invited by Rana Sangram 

Singh, Sisodia king and Daulat 

Khan Lodi. 

 His autobiography is called as 

Tuzuk-i-Babri, written in Turkish 

language. 

 He introduced guns and canons in 

India. 

 Four battles fought by Babur: 

1. First Battle of Panipat (1526)- 

Defeated Ibrahim Lodi and 

estbalished Mughal Sultanate. 

2. Battle of Kanwa (1527)- He 

defeated Rana Sangram Singh. In 

this battle he declared “Jihad”( 

Religious war). 

3. Battle of Chanderi(1528)- He 

defeated Medini Roy of Chanderi. 

4. Battle of Gogra (1529)- He 

defeated Nusrat Shah, Sultan of 

Bengal.  

Humayun 

(1530-40 A.D 

& 1555-56 

A.D) 

 A biography written on Humayun 

called as Humayun Nama  by his 

sister Gul Badan Begum.  

 Fought three battles with sher 

shah suri: 

1. Battle of Chunar (1538)- Sher 

Shah Suri got defeated and 

was pardoned. 

2. Battle of Chusa (1539)- 

Humayun got defeated and 

escaped from battlefield. 

3. Battle of 

Kannuj/Bilgram(1540)- 

Humayun got defeated and 

empire was taken by Sher 

Shah Suri.  

 He took the support of Iranian 

forces and fought Battle of 

Sirhind(1555) with Sikander sur, 

son of Sher Shah Suri. Defeated 

Sikander Suri. 

Akbar 

(1556-1605 

A.D) 

 Three great historians were there 

in the court of Akbar. 

1. Abul Fazal wrote Akbar Nama 

which dealt from Taimur to 

Akbar. And, Ain-i-Akbari 

which dealt with the 

adminsitration. 

2. Abdul Khadir Badauni wrote 

Muntakab-ul-Tawarik. 

3. Nizamuddin Ahmed wrote a 

book called Tabaqat-i Akbari. 

 Fought Second Battle of 

Panipat(1556 A.D) and defeated 

Hemu, senapati of Bihar 

Sultanate. 

 He was assisted by Bairam Khan.  

 He built a city in Fathepur sikri 

and there he built Ibadat Khana 

(House of Worship) 

 He abolished pilgirmage tax and 

Ziziya. He banned forced 

conversion. 

 He founded Din-e-Illahi, 

consisting of principles like 

worship of fire and sun, abandon 

meat eating, celebrating birth 

days etc. 

 He transferred capital to Lahore 

in 1585. Earlier he shifted capital 

from Agra to fathepur sikri. 

 Akbar period was popularly 

known as 'the renaissance of 

Persian literature'. 

 He built Ibadat khana meaning 

house of worship where debates 

on religion took place. 

Jahangir 

(1605-27 A.D) 

 He wrote autobigraphy called 

Tuzuki Jahangiri in persian 

language. 

 He executed 5th Sikh Guru, Arjun 

Dev which began the conflict 

between Mughals and Sikhs.  

 He enacted 12 firmans (GOs) for 

public welfare: Banning 

intoxicants, abolishing of taxes, 

release of political prisoners, 

Hospitals were built for poor. 

 Captain Hawkins and Sir Thomas 

Roe, two ambassadors from 

England, were in the court of 

Jahangir.  

9. Mughal Empire 

https://elearn.laex.in/


RRP 2021 - Medieval History Ready Reckoner    

www.laexias.com Page 21 https://elearn.laex.in 

 
 

Shah Jahan 

(1627-58A.D) 

 His court historian Abdul Hamid 

Lahori wrote Badusha nama. 

 He conquered  and annexed 

Ahmednagar. 

 His eldest son Daro shiko, liberal 

and transalated Bhagavad gita into 

persian; and transalted 52 

upanishads and named as “Sirr-e -

Akbari”. 

 Shiko wrote a book called “ Majma 

-ul-Bahrain”. 

Aurangazeb 

(1658-1707 

A.D) 

 Important historians of his 

period: 

1. Ishwardas- wrote a book called 

Futuhat-I Alangir  

2. Mohd. Kazimi  wrote Alangir 

nama. 

3. Mustaid Khan wrote a book 

named Masir -i-Alangiri. 

4. Bhimsen wrote a book 

Nushka-i- Dilsukha. 

5. Kafi Khan wrote a book Kitab- 

ul-lubab.  

 He is the most orthodox. 

 Fought two battles with Darashiko 

at Dharma and Samugar.  

 He suppressed revolts of Jats of 

Agra, Sikh revolt, Bundela revolts, 

Rajputs, satnami revolts.  

 He annexed Bijapur and Golconda. 

 Literary works during Akbar Reign 

 He started a department for translation 

of works: Mahabharata, the Ramayana, 

the Atharva –Veda, the Bhagavad Gita and 

the Panchatantra were translated from 

Sanskrit to the Persian language. 

 Ramayana and Singhasan Batisi were 

translated by Mulla Abdul Qadir 

Badayuni into Persian. 

 Panchatantra was translated in Persian 

by Faizi. 

 Atharva Veda was translated by Ibrahim 

Sirhindi. 

 Rajataringini was translated by Maulana 

Shah Mohammad Shahabadi. 

 

 

 Dahsala System 

 Raja Todar Mal, as finance minister of 

Akbar, brought new system of revenue 

 collection known as zabti system and 

dahshala system, which was a system of 

taxation.  

 Under the system, he took a careful survey 

of crop yields and prices cultivated for a 

period of 10 years. 

 The Dahsala system as instituted by 

Akbar, the average produce of different 

crops as well as the average prices 

prevailing over the last ten years was 

calculated and one-third share of the 

average produce was apportioned to the 

state. 

 Major features 

 A new gaz or yard, gaz-i-llahi was used as 

41 digits (anguls) or 33 inches in length 

 Classification of land as 

 Polaj-annually cultivated land 

 Parauti- land left out of cultivation for a 

time that it may recover its strength 

 Chachar-land that is follow from three to 

four years 

 Banjar-land uncultivated for five years 

 Graded system of revenue collection from 

different type of land 

 Loan for agriculture development 

 Mansabdari System  

 Mughal emperor Akbar as new 

administrative machinery and revenue 

system introduced the Mansabdari System. 

 The term mansab literally means position, 

status or rank, but in context of the 
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structure of the Mughal administration, it 

indicated the rank of Mansabdar- that is 

holder of mansab - in the official hierarchy. 

 Mansabdars were paid either in cash 

(naqd) or in the form of assignments of 

areas of land (jagir) out of which they had 

the entitlement to collect the land revenue 

and all other taxes through an authority 

appointed by the emperor. 

 The revenue that was generated through 

their jagir was handed over to them and 

the same was deducted from their salary. 

 The mansabdar paid the salary of 

cavalrymen that he maintained out of his 

salary.   

 Those who received pay in cash were 

known as naqdi and those paid through 

assignments of jagirs were called jagirdars.  

 Thus, the mansabdari system became an 

integral part of the agrarian and the 

jagirdari system of Mughal administration 

under Akbar. 

 Religious Policy 

 Akbar was not an extreme Muslim rather 

he is known for his tolerance towards all 

the religions. 

  Akbar made many religious matrimonial 

alliances through which he sent a message 

of unity and togetherness. His marriage to 

the Rajput princess Jodha, says volumes 

about his kindness. Akbar got a temple 

constructed for Jodha in his palace, even 

though there was a lot of opposition for the 

same. 

 To develop better understanding of religion 

he organized debate in ibadat khana.  

 Proclamation of Mazhar: he declared 

himself the chief interpreter of Islam. 

 Sulh-i-kul: he proclaimed that under his 

rule people of all faith should live 

peacefully. 

 He banned Sati and allowed widow 

remarriage 

 Minimum Age of marriage was fixed for 

both boys and girls. 

 Mughal foreign policy 

 Mughal maintained cordial relation with 

Safavid (Iran), Uzbek (central Asia), 

Ottoman ruler 

 They promoted trade and commerce by 

friendly relation with neighboring countries 

 By maintaining Kabul, Qandahar, Gazani 

line the also secured the defense of the 

country. 

 Their foreign policy was on the basis of 

equality. 

 The administrative terminology of 

Mughals 

 Mir Bakshi-pay master general 

 Diwan –i-ala- finance minister 

 Sadar-us-sadar-minister of grants 

 Akhabarat-i-darbar-i-mulla- news paper 

which contain the record of royal activity 

 Chahar taslim- a type of salutat  

 Fine arts under Mughal period: 

Fine 

Arts 
Important Aspects 

Art & 

Archite

cture 

 Babur built four mosques at Agra, 

Ayodhaya, Panipat and sambal. 

 Humayun tomb at Delhi, UNESCO site, 

built by his widowed wife Amida Benu 

Bhegum.  

 Octagonal shape. 

 Raised platform. 
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 Double dome. 

 Red sandstone & Marble 

 

 Akbar built 3 palaces fortress complexes- 

Red fort (Agra), Allahabad and Lahore 

ports. 

 Akbar tomb at Agra and built 

monuments at Fatehpur Sikri: - Jama 

Masjid, Shaik Saleem chisti dargah and 

Buland Darwaja. 

 

 Akbar built Diwan -i-am (hall of public 

audience), Diwan-i-Khas (private hall), 

Pancha mahal and Ibadat Khana. 

 Jahangir tomb at Shahdara, Lahore; 

Itmat-ud-daula tomb (father-in law of 

Jahangir; second-best monument after 

Taj mahal). 

 

 Pieterdura, was used for the first time in 

Itmat-ud-daula tomb, is the inlay of 

colorful gemstones over white marbles. 

 Shah Jahan built many monuments in 

Agra fort such as Diwan -i-am and 

Diwan-i-Khas. 

 Taj Mahal was built by Shahjahan. It is a 

tomb of his wife Mumtaz Mahal. 

 He built Red fort and Jama Masjid in 

Delhi.  

 

 

 Aurangzeb built Bibi Ka Maqbara 

(replica of Taj) at Aurangabad, Moti 

Masjid (Near Red fort, Delhi).  

Paintin
gs 

 Mural, miniature and Illustrative 

paintings were present in Mughal Period. 

 Hamza nama -Iranian epic, was 

illustrated in painting. 

 The technique of fore sighting is used in 

painting. 

 Mughal paintings reached zenith during 
Jahangir period. 

 Ustad Mansour (title shirin Qalam), great 

painter lived in Jahangir court.  

 Abul Hasan, Govardhan and Bishanu Das 

were important painters. 

Music  Ramtanu pande, greatest musician in the 

court of Akbar.  

 He was given title Tansen by Akbar. 

 He invented a musical instrument called 
“Rudraveena”. 

 He wrote two books on Music Sangeeta 

sara and Raja Mala.  
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Literat

ure 
 Large number of sanskrit books were 

translated into Persian. 

 Mahabharat was translated as Razma 

nama. 

 Ramayana was translated by Abdul 

Khadir Badauni. 

 Bhagavat Purana by Todarmal. 

 A jain scholar in the court of Akbar – 

Padma Shankara wrote Akbar Shahi 
Sringara Darpanam.  

 Jagannada Pandit in shahjahan court 

wrote “Rasagangadhara Gangalahiri”. 

 Reason for decline of Mughal-Related 

to Aurangzeb 

 Neglect of northwest frontier 

 Rigid religious policy 

 His aloof attitude 

 Over all 

 Breakdown of mansab jagirdari system 

 War of succession 

 Mutual jealousy among nobles 

 Competition from foreign trading 

companies  

 Rich regional powers separating them from 

Mughals 

 Foreign Travellers during Mughal 

period 

 Ralph Fitch: First Britisher to step foot on 

India. Visited Fatepur Sikri, Agra and 

Varnasi. Talks about Poverty during Akbar 

Reign.’ 

 Peter Mundy: British under Shah Jahan. 

Reports about Famines and Agrarian 

unrest in Gujarat. 

 Francois Bernier: French doctor during 

Shah Jahan Period. Reports on Famine 

and social evils like Sati. Describes Shah 

jahan as “king of beggars and barbarians” 

 Travernier: French diamond merchant. He 

traces origin of Kohinoor Diamond to 

Kollur Mines in Andra Pradesh. 

 Nicolai Manucci: Italian Doctor under 

Dara Shikos army. Settled in Lahore. Book 

called “Storio Dor Mogor” popularly known 

as Mirror of 17th Century. 

 

 Different type of towns in Medieval 

India 

1. Administrative town 

2.  Temple towns: Temple developed along a 

temple. 

 Role of king and temple authority in 

promoting urbanization 

 King used to provide land grant to temples 

 Temple authority used their wealth to 

finance trade and banking. 

 Pilgrims provided donation and supported 

trade. 

 Example of such towns- Kanchipuram, 

Somnath etc. 

3. A network of small town developed 

along Mandpikas (mandi in later times), 

hatta (haat in later times. Usually 

Jamindar or Samanta built a fortified 

palace near these towns. 

 Major chronicle of medieval era and their 

writer. 

 Ain-I-Akbari: Abul Fazal Ilami 

 Akbarnama:  Abul Fazal 

 Badshahnama: Abdul Hamid Lahori 

(official history of reign of Shahjahan) 

 Alamgirnama: Mirza Muhammad Qazim 

was the author of book “Alamgir-Nama”. 

The book gives the chronicle of the 

contemporary events covering the first 

10. Miscellaneous Topics 
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decade of the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb’s 

reign. 

 Kitab-ul-Hind: Al Biruni(written in Arabic 

gives information late 10th and mid-11th AD 

India). 

 Francois Bernier: he was in India during 

1656-68 AD he was mainly associated with 

Dara Shikoh. He wrote extensively about 

India. Theory of oriental despotism is 

based on his writing. He wrote mainly in 

French language. 

 Tabaqat-Nasiri: Minhaj-ul-shiraz 

* * * * * 
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