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1. UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM 

• It is an agency of UN. 

• UN Environment Assembly was formed after 1972 Stockholm Conference.  

• Its headquarters is located in Kenya, Nairobi.  

• Its activities cover a wide range of issues regarding the atmosphere, marine  

and terrestrial ecosystems, environmental governance and green economy. 

• World Environment Day celebrated on 05 June  

• Formed IPCC along with WMO 

• UN ENVIRONMENT ASSEMBLY (UNEA) is the world's highest-level decision making on the 

environment.  

• It meets every two years to set priorities for global environment policies and develop international 

environmental law  

REPORTS PUBLISHED BY UNEP  

• Global Environmental Outlook  

• Emissions Gap Report  

• Adaptation Gap Report  

• Inclusive Wealth Report  

• Frontiers Report 

• Invest in a Healthy Planet 

 

AWARDS 

Champions of the Earth 

Champions of the Earth are celebrated in four categories: 

1. Policy leadership – individuals or organizations in the public sector leading global or 

national action for the environment.  

2. Inspiration and action – individuals or organizations taking bold steps to inspire positive 

change to protect our world.  

3. Entrepreneurial vision – individuals or organizations challenging the status quo to build a 

cleaner future.  

4. Science and innovation – individuals or organizations who push the boundaries of 

technology for profound environmental benefit.  

Young Champions of the Earth 

Young Champions of the Earth is a forward-looking prize designed to breath life into the 

ambitions of brilliant young environmentalist aged 18 - 30. 

 

UNEP CAMPAIGNS  

Breathe Life- Breathe Life combines public health and climate change expertise with guidance 

on implementing solutions to air pollution in support of global development goals. 

GLOBAL ORGANISATIONS 
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PARTNERS- WHO, UNEP, World bank and The Climate & Clean Air Coalition 

Clean Seas- UN Environment launched Clean Seas in February 2017, with the aim of engaging 

governments, the general public and the private sector in the fight against marine plastic 

pollution. 

Glowing Gone - A global campaign using colour and creativity to accelerate climate and 

conservation action. INSPIRE THE POLICY AND FUNDING NECESSARY TO SAVE CORAL 

REEFS 

Inspired during the filming of the Netflix Original Documentary, Chasing Coral. 

PARTNERS- UNEP, VULCAN, THE OCEAN AGENCY 

 

Solve Different 

In the 4TH UN Environment Assembly, UNEP is leading a global campaign to #Solve Different. 

This campaign will focus on an informative and emotive approach to communicating the 

environmental cost of key consumption and production models. 

 

UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030 

Ecosystem restoration generates tangible benefits for food and water security, climate change 

mitigation and adaptation, and can prevent conflict and migration triggered by environmental 

degradation. 

 

UN75 

To mark its 75th anniversary in 2020, the United Nations has launched the biggest-ever global 

conversation on the role of global cooperation in building the future we want. 

 

Wild for Life- to protect the endangered species 

World Environment Day 

Colombia to host 2020 World Environment Day on biodiversity 

 

UNEP also host the secretariats of many critical multilateral environmental agreements  

1. The Convention on Biological Diversity  

2. The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 

3. The Minamata Convention on Mercury 

4. The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions 

5. The Vienna Convention for the Protection of Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol 

6. The Convention on Migratory Species 

7. The Carpathian Convention 

8. The Bamako Convention 

9. The Tehran Convention  
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2. U.N. FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE (UNFCCC), 1992 

In 2019 UNFCCC celebrated its 25th anniversary 

• In 1992, countries joined an international treaty, 

the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change, as a framework for international 

cooperation to combat climate change by limiting 

average global temperature increases and the 

resulting climate change, and coping with impacts 

that were, by then, inevitable. 

• Entered into force in 1994 

• The primary goals of the UNFCCC were to stabilize greenhouse gas emissions at levels that 

would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the global climate. 

• The convention embraced the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities which 

has guided the adoption of a regulatory structure. 

• India signed the agreement in June 1992 which was ratified in November 1993. As per the 

convention the reduction/limitation requirements apply only to developed countries. The only 

reporting obligation for developing countries relates to the construction of a GHG inventory. 

• Kyoto Protocol, Paris Agreement are a part of the UNFCCC. 

• Legally non-binding 

• Parties are classified as; 

• Annex I countries – Industrialised Countries 

• Annex II countries – Developed countries 

• Non- Annex countries – developing countries. India is under this category 

RECENT COPs OF UNFCCC 

Year (Conference Of Parties) COP 

2015 COP 21 (Paris) 

  Paris Agreement adopted. It aims: 

o To keep global temperatures "well below" 2.0C (3.6F) above pre-industrial times 

and "endeavour to limit" them even more, to 1.5C 

o Rich countries should help poorer nations by providing "climate finance" to adapt 

to climate change and switch to renewable energy. 

o The agreement requires rich nations to maintain a $100bn a year funding pledge 

beyond 2020. 

2016 COP22 (Marrakech) 

  A crucial outcome of the Marrakech climate conference was 

o To move forward on writing the rule book of the Paris Agreement. 

https://elearn.laex.in/
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o Launched the Marrakech Partnership for Climate Action. 

2017 COP23, Bonn (Germany) 

  Countries continued to negotiate the finer details of how the agreement will work 

from 2020 onwards. 

  First set of negotiations since the US, under the presidency of Donald Trump, 

announced its intention earlier this year to withdraw from the Paris deal. 

  It was the first COP to be hosted by a small-island developing state with Fiji taking 

up the presidency, even though it was being held in Bonn. 

2018 COP 24, Katowice (Poland) 

  Paris Rulebook: The COP-24 finalized a “rulebook” to operationalise 2015 Paris 

Agreement. 

  The rulebook set out how countries will provide information about their Nationally 

Determined Contributions describing their domestic climate actions, mitigation 

and adaptation measures. 

  The rulebook covers areas such as how countries should report their greenhouse 

gas emissions, contributions to climate finance, what rules should apply to 

voluntary market mechanisms, such as carbon trading etc. 

2019 COP 25, Madrid, Chile 

"Chile-Madrid Time for Action" declaration: 

o The summit passed the declaration calling on countries to improve their current 

pledges to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

o It also endorsed to help poor countries that are suffering the effects of climate 

change, although any new funds were not allocated for the purpose. 

o It called on the “urgent need” to cut planet-heating greenhouse gases in line 

with the goals of the 2015 Paris climate change accord. 

  The Paris Accord established the common goal of avoiding a temperature 

increase of more than 1.5 degrees Celsius by the end of the century. 

  So far, the world is on course for a 3 to 4-degree Celsius rise, with potentially 

dramatic consequences for many countries, including rising sea levels and fiercer 

storms. 

   The summit launched “New Grant Programme to foster innovation of adaptation 

practices in vulnerable countries. 

   It also launched the Santiago Network. 

Santiago Network: established as a part of Warsaw International Mechanism to 

catalyse the technical assistance for the implementation of relevant approaches for 

averting, minimize and addressing L&D at the local, national and regional level, in 

developing countries that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate 

https://elearn.laex.in/
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change. 

(Warsaw International Mechanism- on loss and damage- COP 19 in 2013) 

2020 The 26th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 26) to the UNFCCC which was 

expected to take place in 2020, at Glasgow, UK is postponed due to Covid. 

 

COP25: Adaptation Fund   

• The Adaptation Fund was set up in 2001 under the Kyoto Protocol to finance projects and 

programmes in developing countries to combat the harmful effects of climate change.   

• It was raised by levying a 2 per cent “share of proceeds” on the value of credits traded on the 

international carbon market under the Protocol  known as the ‘Clean Development 

Mechanism’.   

• It also relies on contributions from developed countries.  

• Since 2010, the Adaptation Fund has directed $532 million to 80 concrete adaptation 

projects.  

• It has done so, in part, because close to 70 per cent of its Board is represented by members 

from developing countries.   

• The Adaptation Fund is one of the few consistent avenues for finance sourced from developed 

countries, over which developing countries have significant control.   

• This fact has become the core of a disagreement over the future of the Fund at CoP 25 in 

Madrid.  

• Developed countries look to be a part of the governing body of the Adaptation fund and need 

to ensure more developed country participation. 

UNFCCC Initiatives  

(A) CLIMATE NEUTRAL NOW 

Climate Neutral Now is an initiative launched by UN Climate Change in 2015 to encourage everyone 

in society to take action to help achieve a climate neutral world by mid-century, as enshrined in the 

Paris Agreement.  

 

3-step method: 

1. Measure their greenhouse gas emissions. also called the carbon footprint; 

2. Reduce them as much as possible through their own actions; and 
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3. Compensate those which cannot be currently avoided by using UN certified emission 

reductions (CERs), a type of carbon credit. 

CERs are carbon credits generated by climate-friendly projects vetted by the UNFCCC following 

rules approved at intergovernmental level and with international oversight, providing a high level of 

credibility. 

(B) MARRAKECH PARTNERSHIP FOR GLOBAL CLIMATE ACTION 

Uniting for Climate Action. Further, Faster, Now. This is how we must move towards the vision of a 

climate-safe and sustainable future outlined in the Paris Agreement. 

The Partnership will focus on immediate climate actions between now and 2020 to support the 

success and overachievement of the Nationally Determined Contributions, or NDCs, and National 

Adaptation Plans, or NAPs. 

(C) MOMENTUM FOR CHANGE 

Momentum for Change is an initiative spearheaded by the UN 

Climate Change secretariat to shine a light on the enormous 

groundswell of activities underway across the globe that are 

moving the world toward a highly resilient, low-carbon future.  

Momentum for Change recognizes innovative and 

transformative solutions that address both climate change and 

wider economic, social and environmental challenges. 

NOTE: AWARD BY UNFCCC- GLOBAL CLIMATE ACTION AWARD 

 
 

3. WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANISATION (WMO) 

• It is an intergovernmental organisation. It originated from 

the International Meteorological Organization (IMO) 

• Established in 1950 

• Head Quarters: Geneva, Switzerland  

• 191 members 

• WMO is the specialised agency of the UN for meteorology (weather and climate), operational 

hydrology and related geophysical sciences  

• India is a member of WMO  

• Its mandate covers weather, climate and water resources. 

• Publishes “Statement on state of global climate”  

                “Greenhouse Gas Bulletin” 
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THE GLOBAL CLIMATE OBSERVING SYSTEM (GCOS) 

GCOS works towards a world where climate observations are accurate and sustained, and access 

to climate data is free and open. 

The Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) is a co-sponsored programme which regularly  

assesses the status of global climate observations and produces guidance for its improvement.   

It is co-sponsored by the 

• World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 

• Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC-UNESCO), 

• United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment), and 

• International Science Council (ISC). 

The observations supported by GCOS contribute to solving challenges in climate research and 

also underpin climate services and adaptation measures. 

 

4. INTERGOVERNMENTAL PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE (IPCC)  

• The IPCC is the UN body for assessing the science related to climate change. 

• It was established by the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) in 1988. 

• It has 195 member states. 

• The IPCC produces reports that support the UNFCCC. 

• IPCC reports cover all relevant information to understand the 

risk of human-induced climate change, its potential impacts and options for adaptation and 

mitigation. 

• The IPCC does not carry out its own original research. 

• Thousands of scientists and other experts contribute on a voluntary basis. 

 

5. UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION TO COMBAT DESERTIFICATION (UNCCD)   
AND LAND DEGRADATION 

• UNCCD, along with the Convention on Biological Diversity and the UNFCCC, emerged from the 

1992 Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit.   

• Established in 1994, UNCCD is an agreement for ensuring global action against land 

degradation.   

• It is the only legally binding international agreement that links environment and development to 

sustainable land management.   

• UNCCD was adopted in Paris in 1994 and ratified by 196 countries & European Union.   

• India ratified the UNCCD Convention in 1996.   

• The Convention requires countries to draw up their national action programmes (NAP) using a 

bottom-up approach — from the local community up  to restore degraded lands.  

https://elearn.laex.in/
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• The Global Mechanism (GM) was established under UNCCD to assist countries in the 

mobilization of financial resources to implement the Convention.  

LAND DEGRADATION NEUTRALITY (LDN) INITIATIVE  

• The concept of LDN emerged from the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in 

2012.   

• In 2015, LDN became a target for the SGD 15, which is about sustaining life on land.   

• At COP12 to UNCCD, Parties adopted LDN as a “strong vehicle for driving implementation of 

UNCCD” and called on countries to set voluntary targets to achieve “no net loss” by 2030.  

• New Delhi Declaration: Over 190 countries agreed to achieve ‘land degradation neutrality’ by 

2030 and vowed to ensure that the efforts in this direction do not affect land rights of forest 

dwellers and women.  

• The countries will, however, have to mobilise a huge sum of $300 billion to step up the 

restoration exercise.  

• LDN initiative will generate multiple benefits, from climate change mitigation and adaptation 

to zero hunger; from ensuring access to clean water to creating decent work and green jobs. 

 

6. IUCN - INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is an international 

organization working in the field of nature conservation and sustainable use of 

natural resources. 

• In 1947, the Swiss League for the Protection of Nature organised an 

international conference on the protection of nature in Brunnen 

(Switzerland). 

• Afterwards, the IUCN was established on 5 October 1948, in Fontainebleau, France 

• The initiative to set up the new organisation came from UNESCO 

• Its headquarters are in Gland, Switzerland 

• It was previously called the International Union for Protection of Nature– IUPN (1948–1956) 

and the World Conservation Union (1990–2008). 

• IUCN has observer and consultative status at the United Nations, and plays a role in the 

implementation of several international conventions on nature conservation and biodiversity. 

(Note: It is not a member or part of the UN) 

• It is best known for compiling and publishing the IUCN Red List, which assesses the 

conservation status of species worldwide. 

 

7. INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE  

• The ISA was launched at the 2015 Paris Climate Change 

Summit by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French 

President Francois Hollande. 

• It seeks to empower solar-rich countries located between the 
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tropic of Cancer and the tropic of Capricorn to make collaborative efforts to harness solar energy 

to generate the electricity. 

• Under this alliance, 121 countries that fall within the tropics have been invited. Most of these 

countries fall within Asia, Africa and South America. 

• The ISA Framework Agreement entered into force in December 2017 making ISA treaty based 

International Intergovernmental Organization with headquarters at Gurugram, India. 

• As of now the ISA Framework Agreement has been signed by 48 countries. 

Three Objectives: 

• To force down prices by driving demand, 

• To bring standardization in solar technologies and 

• To foster research and development. 

• Its major objectives include global deployment of over 1,000GW of solar generation capacity and 

mobilisation of investment of over US $1000 billion into solar energy by 2030. 

Potential Solar Programme 

• India and France have launched a programme with $1 trillion Potential Solar Programme under 

the International Solar Alliance (ISA).  

• It is a solar finance programme that aims at helping developing countries to fully harness their 

solar resources for a clean energy future.  

• The solar finance programme aims at lowering the cost of finance and facilitates the flow of more 

than 1 trillion dollars investment to members of the ISA. 

 

8. GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY (GEF) 

• It is an independently operating financial organization 

• It was setup as a fund under World Bank in 1991 

• In 1992, at the Rio Earth Summit, the GEF was restructured and moved out 

of the World Bank system to become a permanent, separate institution. 

• Since 1994, however, the World Bank has served as the Trustee of the GEF 

Trust Fund and provided administrative services. 

• Support actions to combat major environmental issues such as climate 

change, loss of biodiversity, polluted international waters, land degradation and desertification, 

and persistent organic pollutants, as well as stimulate green growth. 

• The program supports an active portfolio of over 200 investments globally. 

GEF serves as financial mechanism for: 

• Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

• United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

• UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) 

• Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)  

• Minamata Convention on Mercury 

NOTE- it does not act as financial mechanism for VIENNA CONVENTION ON OZONE LAYER 
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9. BIRDLIFE INTERNATIONAL 

• BirdLife International (formerly the International Council for Bird Preservation) is a global 

partnership of conservation organisations that strives to conserve birds, 

their habitats, and global biodiversity, working with people towards 

sustainability in the use of natural resources.  

Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs): Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) are sites contributing significantly 

to the global persistence of biodiversity. They are identified using a standard set of criteria 

applicable to plants, animals and ecosystems. 

• It is the world’s largest partnership of conservation organisations. 

• BirdLife International’s priorities include preventing extinction of bird species, identifying and 

safeguarding important sites for birds, maintaining and restoring key bird habitats, and 

empowering conservationists worldwide. 

• BirdLife International is the official Red List authority for birds, for the International Union for 

Conservation of Nature. 

 

10. GREEN CLIMATE FUND  

• It is a fund within the framework of UNFCCC  

• It is founded to assist developing countries in adaptation and 

mitigation practices to counter climate change. 

• Formed in 2010 

• First mention of concept in Copenhagen Accord in CoP-15 

• Formally in CoP-16 at Cancun. 

• WB is chosen as a temporary trustee of the fund. 

• HQ: Incheon, South Korea 

• It is intended to be the centrepiece of efforts to raise Climate Finance of $100 billion a year by 

2020. 

 

11. CLIMATE & CLEAN AIR COALITION (CCAC)  
 

• It is a voluntary partnership of governments, intergovernmental organisations, businesses, 

scientific institutions and civil society organisations committed to protecting the climate and 

improve air quality through actions to reduce Short lived climate pollutants.  

• India is a member of this coalition since 2019. 

• SHORT LIVED CLIMATE POLLUTANTS (SLCPS)  

• These are powerful climate forcers that remain in the atmosphere for a much shorter period of 

time than carbon dioxide, yet their potential to warn the atmosphere can be many times.  

• The SLCPs – Black Carbon, Methane, Hydrofluorocarbons, Tropospheric Ozone are responsible 

for 45% of current global warming. 
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CURRENTLY IT IS FOCUSED ON 4 SHORT LIVED CLIMATE POLLUTANTS (SLCPS)  

1. Black Carbon  

2. Methane  

3. Hydrofluorocarbons  

4. Tropospheric Ozone  
 

 

 

• Non-governmental, non-profit organisation established in 1985 

• Headquarters: France 

• It has 99 members in 77 countries 

• It runs 5 key programmes; 

1. Blue flag certification for beaches 

2. Eco-Schools 

3. Young reporters for Environment 

4. Learning about forests 

5. Green Key International 

 

13. THE WILDLIFE TRADE MONITORING NETWORK (TRAFFIC)  

• Found in 1976, TRAFFIC is a non-governmental organization working globally on trade in wild 

animals and plants in the context of both biodiversity conservation and sustainable 

development.  

• TRAFFIC is a joint programme of World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and IUCN.  

• Traffic is complementary to CITES.  

• Mission is to ensure that trade in wild plants and animals is not a threat to the conservation of 

nature.  

• It investigates and analyses wildlife trade trends, patterns, impacts and drivers to provide the 

leading knowledge base on trade in wild animals and plants.   

 

14. WORLD-WIDE FUND FOR NATURE (WWF) 

• International non-governmental organisation established in 1961 to secure the funding 

necessary to protect places and species that were threatened by human development. 

 Reports and programmes: 

 Living Planet Report – every two years since 1998 

 Earth Hour 

 Debt-for-nature swaps 

 Healthy grown Potato 

 

 

12. FOUNDATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
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• World’s leading conservation organization and works in nearly 100 countries.  

• Its work is focussed on 6 goals; climate, food, forests, wildlife, freshwater and oceans. 

• Headquarters: Gland, Switzerland 

 

15. SOUTH ASIA WILDLIFE ENFORCEMENT NETWORK (SAWEN)  

• SAWEN is an inter-government wildlife law enforcement support body of South Asian countries.   

• Launched in 2011 in Paro Bhutan. Its secretariat is based in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

• Mission: To strengthen, promote and co-ordinate regional co-operation for curbing illegal wildlife 

trade that threatens the wild flora and fauna of South Asia.  

• Wildlife Crime Control Bureau is the country nodal point for SAWEN in India.  

• Member countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri 

Lanka. 

 

16. WETLANDS INTERNATIONAL 

• Wetlands International is a non-profit organization established in 1937 as ‘International Wildfowl 

Inquiry’.  

• HQ in Netherlands.  

• It is an independent, not-for-profit organization, supported by government and NGO membership 

from around the world. 

 

17. MANGROVES FOR FUTURE (MFF)  

• It is a collaboration between multiple partners, including governments, NGO, research institutes 

etc.  

• It is co-chaired by the IUCN and UNDP.  

• It promotes investment in coastal ecosystems for sustainable development.   

• The goal is to promote an integrated ocean-wide approach to coastal management and to 

building the resilience of ecosystem-dependent coastal communities.  

• Mangroves are the flagship of the initiative, but MFF is inclusive of all types of coastal 

ecosystem, such as coral reefs, estuaries, lagoons, sandy beaches, seagrass and wetlands.  

MEMBERS  

• Member countries: India, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Pakistan, 

Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Viet Nam.     

18. REDUCING EMISSIONS FROM DEFORESTATION AND FOREST DEGRADATION (REDD)  

• It is a mechanism negotiated under UNFCC since 2005.   

• Its objective is to mitigate climate change through reducing net emissions of greenhouse gases 

through enhanced forest management in developing countries.   

• Inclusion of reducing emissions from land use change is considered essential to achieve the 

objectives of the UNFCCC.  

https://elearn.laex.in/
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19. REDD+ (DEFINED IN BALI ACTION PLAN, 2007, COP13)  

1. Sustainable management of forests,   

2. Conservation of forest carbon stocks and   

3. Enhancement of forest carbon stocks. 

 

20. INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY (IEA)  

• IEA is an intergovernmental organization established in the framework of the OECD.  

• Key aspect: co-ordinate a collective response to disruptions in the supply of oil, such as the 

crisis of 1973/4.   

• The IEA also works to ensure reliable, affordable and clean energy for its 30 member countries 

and beyond.  

• Mission: energy security, economic development, environmental awareness and engagement 

worldwide.  

• Indian and China are not its members. 

 

21. ARCTIC COUNCIL 

• Arctic Council is an eight-member grouping of nations that have territories in the Arctic.  

(It is a treaty based intergovernmental organisation) 

• Members: Russia, the US, Canada, Norway, Demark, Sweden, Iceland and Finland.  

• India has been re-elected as an observer to the Arctic Council.   

• India was an Observer at the Council from 2013 onwards.   

• Observers are not allowed to take part in the active meetings.  

• Besides India, China, also has Observer status at the Council. 

 

22. INTERNATIONAL SEA BED AUTHORITY 

• Intergovernmental organisation established under UNCLOS in 1994 

• Controls all minerals (non-living) related activities in the seas. 

• Headquarters: Jamaica 

• Has observer status in UNO 

 

23. ALLIANCE OF SMALL ISLAND STATES 

• Inter-governmental organisation of low lying coatal and small island nations. 

• Established in 1990 

• India – Not a member 

• In Indian Ocean 4 states are members. 
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24. GLOBAL COMMISSION ON ADAPTATION 

• Launched in Hague, in 2018 by Ban Ki-moon 

• But it was established by Prime minister of Netherlands and leaders of 22 convening countries. 

• Its mandate is to accelerate adaptation by elevating the political visibility of adaptation and 

focussing on concrete solutions. 

• The Commission’s mandate came to an end following its Year of Action in 2020, with its work 

showcased at the Climate Adaptation Summit hosted by the Netherlands on 25th January 2021 

 

25. INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION 

• An international body established under the terms of the 1946 International Convention for 

the Regulation of Whaling (ICRW)  

• Headquarters: Imping ton, England. 

• Mandate is to "provide for the proper conservation of whale stocks and thus make possible the 

orderly development of the whaling industry" 

• In 1986, it adopted moratorium on commercial whaling. This still continues. 

• In 2019, Japan withdrew from IWC and started the commercial whaling 

Functions:  

• Designate specific areas as whale sanctuaries 

• Set limits on the numbers and size of whales which may be taken 

• Prescribe open and closed seasons and areas for whaling; and  

• Prohibit the capture of suckling calves and female whales accompanied by calves. 

 

26. WORLD NATURE ORGANISATION 

• Is an intergovernmental organisation which promotes Global environmental protection 

• Formed in 2010 and established in 2014 

• In Geneva 

• India – not member 

 

  

1. NATIONAL BOARD FOR WILDLIFE  

• It is a Statutory Organization constituted under the WPA, 1972.   

• It was constituted in 2003 replacing Indian Board For Wildlife (IBWL) 

• Primary function of the Board is to promote the conservation and development of wildlife and 

forests. 

• It serves as apex body to review all wildlife-related matters and approve projects in and around 

national parks and sanctuaries.  

INDIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 

https://elearn.laex.in/


 

www.laexias.com Page 15 https://elearn.laex.in 

 
 

RRP 2021 – Environmental Organisations 

• No alternation of boundaries in National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries can be done without 

approval of the NBWL. 

• It is chaired by the Prime Minister and its vice chairman is Minister of Environment.   

• Further, the board is large body with 47-members including Parliament Members, NGOs, 

eminent conservationists, ecologists and environmentalists, Government secretaries of various 

departments, Chief of the Army Staff, Director General of Forests, tourism etc.  

 

2. ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD OF INDIA (AWBI)  

• Established in 1962 under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960.   

• Headquarters: Haryana 

• AWBI was started under the stewardship of Late Smt. Rukmini Devi Arundale, well known 

humanitarian and was its first chairperson.   

• Government has shifted headquarters of Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) to Ballabhgarh 

in Faridabad District of Haryana from Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 

• The Board was initially within the jurisdiction of the GOI's Ministry of Food and Agriculture. And 

later in 1990, the subject of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals was transferred to the Ministry of 

Environment and Forests.  

• It ensures that animal welfare laws in the country are diligently followed, to provide grants to 

Animal Welfare Organizations  

• AWBI suggests changes to laws and rules about animal welfare issues.  

• The board also issues publications to raise awareness of various animal welfare issues.   

• Its education team gives talks on animal welfare subjects, and trains members of the community 

to be Certified Animal Welfare Educators. 

• Recognises Animal Welfare Organisations 

 

3. WILDLIFE INSTITUTE OF INDIA (WII) 

• Established as an attached office in May, 1982.  

• Granted autonomous status under the Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate change 

by the Union Cabinet in November, 1985. 

• MISSION-To nurture the development of Wildlife Science and promote its application in 

conservation, in consonance with our cultural and socio-economic milieu  

• It conducts specialised research in areas of study like Endangered Species, Biodiversity, Wildlife 

Management, Wildlife Policy, Wildlife Forensics, Habitat Ecology, Spatial Modelling, Eco-

development, and Climate Change. 

• WII has a research facility which includes Forensics, Remote Sensing and GIS, Laboratory, 

Herbarium, and an Electronic Library. 
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4. CENTRAL POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD (CPCB) 

• It is a statutory organization that was constituted in September 1974 under the Water 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. 

• CPCB was entrusted with the powers and functions under the Air (Prevention and Control of 

Pollution) Act, 1981. 

Functions of the CPCB  

• To promote cleanliness of streams and wells in different areas of the States through prevention, 

control, and abatement of water pollution, and 

• To improve the quality of air and to prevent, control or abate air pollution in the country. 

• It also provides technical services to the Ministry of Environment and Forests regarding the 

provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 

 

5. FOREST SURVEY OF INDIA (FSI) 

• It is an organization under the union MOEFCC.  

• Responsible for assessment and monitoring of the forest resources of the country regularly.  

• Established in 1981. Headquartered at Dehradun. 

• ISFR- India State of Forest Report is a biennial publication of Forest Survey of India (FSI), an 

organization under the Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change, since 1987. 

Main objectives are: -  

• To function as a nodal agency for collection, compilation, storage and dissemination of spatial 

database on forest resources.  

• Maintain information about forest and non-forest areas and develop database on forest tree 

resources. 

• Train forestry personnel. 

 

6. NATIONAL TIGER CONSERVATION AUTHORITY (NTCA)  

• It is statutory body constituted under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 for tiger 

conservation.   

• It is headed by the minister of MOEFCC.  

• The Authority will have three Members of Parliament of whom two will be elected by the House of 

the People and one by the Council of States.  

• It will also have eight experts or professionals having qualifications and experience in wildlife 

conservation and welfare of people including Tribals. 

• The Inspector General of Forests, in charge of project Tiger, will be ex-officio Member Secretary. 

• Approve plans of states 

OBJECTIVES  

• Providing statutory authority to Project Tiger so that compliance of its directives becomes 

legal.  
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• Fostering accountability of Centre-State in management of Tiger Reserves, by providing a basis 

for MoU with States within our federal structure.  

• Addressing livelihood interests of local people in areas surrounding Tiger Reserves.  

• Functions: Its functions are to assist in population assessment of tigers, law enforcement, 

wildlife forensics, infrastructural development and mitigation, smart patrolling and advisory role 

in policy formulation. 

 

7. NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY AUTHORITY (NBA) 

• The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) was established in 2003 by the Central Government to 

implement India’s Biological Diversity Act (2002). 

• It is a Statutory body. 

• It performs facilitative, regulatory and advisory function for Government of India on issue of 

Conservation, sustainable use of biological resource and fair equitable sharing of benefits of use. 

The Biological diversity Act (2002) mandates implementation of the provisions of the Act through 

decentralized system 

1. NBA focusing on advice the Central Government on matters relating to the conservation of 

biodiversity, sustainable use of its components and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of 

the utilization of biological resources. 

2. The state Biodiversity Board (SBBs)  

The SBBs regulate by granting of approvals or otherwise upon requests for commercial 

utilization or bio-survey and bio-utilization of any biological resource by the Indians. 

3. The Local Level Biodiversity Management committees (BMCs) are responsible for promoting 

conservation, sustainable use and documentation of biological diversity. 

• Biodiversity Heritage Sites: State Government in consultation with local bodies, can notify, 

areas of biodiversity importance as biodiversity heritage sites.  

• The NBA with its Headquarters in Chennai, Tamil Nadu 

• Since its establishment, NBA has supported creation of SBBs in 28 States, facilitated 

establishment of around 2,05,794 BMCs, advised notification. 

 

8. BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES 

• Established under Biodiversity Act, 2002 

• Composition: Chairperson + not more than 6 persons nominated by local body 

• The main function of the BMC is to prepare People’s Biodiversity Register in consultation with 

the local people. 

 

9. WILDLIFE CRIME CONTROL BUREAU (WCCB) 

WCCB is a statutory body established by the GOI under the MoEFCC, to combat organized 

wildlife crime in the country.   
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It is nodal agency in India for CITES related enforcements. 

It is also the nodal point for SAWEN in India 

United Nation Environment has awarded Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB), with Asia 

Environment Enforcement Awards, 2018 for excellent work done by the Bureau in combating 

transboundary environmental crime. 

Under Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972, it is mandated to   

• Collect and collate intelligence related to organized wildlife crime activities and to disseminate 

the same to State and other enforcement agencies;  

• Establish a centralized wildlife crime data bank;  

• Co-ordinate actions by various agencies in connection with the enforcement of the provisions of 

the Act;   

• Assist foreign authorities and international organization concerned for wildlife crime control;   

• Capacity building of the wildlife crime enforcement agencies for investigation into wildlife crimes 

and assist State Governments to ensure success in prosecutions related to wildlife crimes; and   

• Advise the Government of India on issues relating to wildlife crimes.  

It also assists the Customs authorities in inspection of the consignments of flora & fauna as per the 

provisions of Wild Life Protection Act, CITES and EXIM Policy governing such an item. 

 

10. BOTANICAL SURVEY OF INDIA (BSI) 

• BSI is the apex research organization under Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEFCC) for 

carrying out taxonomic and floristic studies on wild plant resources of country. 

• It was established in 1890 with objective to explore plant resources of country and to identify 

plants species with economic virtues. 

• Headquarters- Kolkata 

• It has nine regional circles situated at different regions of the country. 

Functions  

• Publication of National, State and District Floras. 

• Identification of threatened and red list species and species rich areas needing conservation. 

• Ex-situ conservation of critically threatened species in botanical gardens. 

• Survey and documentation of traditional knowledge (ethno-botany) associated with plants. 

• Develop National database of Indian plants, including herbarium and live specimens, botanical 

paintings and illustrations, etc. 

 

11. ZOOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA (ZSI) 

• Established in 1916   

• Under Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

• Objective - Explore and research the fauna.   

• The history of ZSI goes back to Asiatic Society of Bengal founded by Sir William Jones in 1784. It 

is the mother of institutions like Indian Museum, ZSI and Geological Survey of India  
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Functions  

• Exploring, Surveying, Inventorying and Monitoring of faunal diversity in various states, selected 

ecosystems and protected areas of India. 

• Taxonomic studies of the faunal components collected. 

• Status survey of Threatened and Endemic species. 

• Preparation of Red Data Book, Fauna of India and Fauna of States. 

• Bio-ecological studies on important communities/species. 

• Training, Capacity Building and Human Resource Development. 

• Faunal Identification, Advisory services and Library Services. 

• Publication of results including Fauna of India, Fauna of States and Fauna of Conservation 

Areas. 

 

12. CENTRE FOR BIODIVERSITY POLICY AND LAW (CEBPOL)  

• Government of India has established this CEBPOL centre in the NBA, Chennai to develop 

professional expertise in biodiversity policies and laws and capacity building. 

• The Government of Norway has offered to provide technical and institutional collaboration for the 

CEBPOL. 

• Norway is the first developed country to have recently enacted a national legislation on ABS. 

• This collaboration is an outcome of the close Indo-Norwegian dialogue under the Joint Working  

Group on Environment. 

• The objectives of CEBPOL are to develop professional expertise in the complex and still-evolving 

policy and legal issues relating to biodiversity. 

 

13. GENETIC ENGINEERING APPROVAL COMMITTEE  

GEAC is a statutory body constituted under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.  

• It functions under the Ministry of Environment and Forests. 

• The body regulates the use, manufacture, storage, import and export of hazardous 

microorganisms or genetically-engineered organisms and cells in India. 

GEAC Functions 

• It is the apex body to accord environmental approval of activities involving large scale use of 

hazardous microorganisms and recombinants in research and industrial production. 

• It is also mandated with approving the release of genetically engineered organisms and 

products into the environment, including experimental field trials. 

• The Committee has the power to take punitive action against people/body under the 

Environment (Protection) Act. 
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14. CENTRAL ZOO AUTHORITY 

• The Central Zoo Authority of India (CZA) is the body of the government of India responsible for 

oversight of zoos. 

• Headquarters: Delhi 

• It is an affiliate member of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums. 

• The Central Zoo is a Statutory body, constituted under the Wild Life (Protection) Act. 

• Central Zoo Authority is headed by Minister of State for Environment & Forests (Forests & 

Wildlife), Government of India. 

Functions  

• Recognition of the Zoos  

• Evaluation of the Zoos 

• Coordination in the planned conservation breeding programme for endangered species in Indian 

zoos 

• Approval of the exchange proposals of animals between Indian zoos and between Indian and 

foreign zoos 

• Preparing and maintaining the studbooks etc. 

 

15. COMPENSATORY AFFORESTATION FUND MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING AUTHORITY 
(CAMPA) 

• Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) has been 

created by the Ministry of Environment and Forests. 

• It creates Compensatory Afforestation Fund (CAF) by the Ministry of Environment and 

Forests. 

• The CAMPA Bill has established a Permanent National Compensatory Afforestation Fund under 

the Public Account of India.  

• It also allows states to establish State Compensatory Afforestation Funds. The National Fund will 

be under the central government, and managed by a National Compensatory Afforestation Fund 

Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA).  

• The central government will appoint a State CAMPA in each state. The State CAMPA will be 

responsible for the management of the State Fund. 

 

16. NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL 

• The NGT has been established in 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010. 

• It draws inspiration from India’s constitutional provision of Article 21, which assures the 

citizens of India the right to a healthy environment. 

• It aims for effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and 

conservation of forests and other natural. 

• The Tribunal shall not be bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil 

Procedure, 1908, but shall be guided by principles of Natural Justice. 
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• It has Original Jurisdiction on matters of “substantial question relating to environment”  

and & “damage to the environment due to specific activity” (such as pollution). 

• The Tribunal is mandated to make and endeavour for disposal of applications or appeals finally 

within 6 months of filing of the same 

Structure and seat of NGT 

• The Principal Bench of the NGT has been established in the National Capital – New Delhi, with 

regional benches in 

1. Pune (Western Zone Bench), 

2. Bhopal (Central Zone Bench), 

3. Chennai (Southern Bench) and 

4. Kolkata (Eastern Bench). 

• Each Bench has a specified geographical jurisdiction covering several States in a region. There is 

also a mechanism for circuit benches. 

• The Chairperson of the NGT is a retired Judge of the Supreme Court, Head Quartered in 

Delhi. Other Judicial members are retired Judges of High Courts. 

• Each bench of the NGT will comprise of at least one Judicial Member and one Expert Member. 

• Expert members should have a professional qualification and a minimum of 15 years’ experience 

in the field of environment/forest conservation and related subjects. 

 

NGT DEALS WITH FOLLOWING ACTS 

1.  The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 

2.  The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Cess Act, 1977; (yes, cess act) 

3.  The Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 

4.  The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

5. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; (aka EPA) 

6. The Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991; (good option to confuse) 

7. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002. 

NOTE- NGT DOES NOT DEAL WITH WILDLIFE ACT 1972 

 

17. ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND CONTROL AUTHORITY (EPCA) 

• It is a Supreme Court mandated body to tackle air pollution in National Capital Region 

• It was notified under Environment Protection Act, 1986 in 1998 

• Its mandate is to protect and improve quality of environment and prevent and control 

environmental pollution in National Capital Region.  

• It is also mandated to enforce Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) in NCR as per the 

pollution levels. 
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