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 India has been described as “melting pot” of races and tribes. India has one of the largest 

and diverse tribal population in the world. 

 The tribal population in India according to 2011 census is 104 million or 8.6% of the total 

population. 

 Madhya Pradesh has largest population (15.3 million i.e. 21%) according to number and 

Lakshadweep has highest population (94.8%) compared to its total population. 

 The largest tribe are Bhils nearly 46 lakh and the smallest tribe are Andamanese only 19 

members. 

 Negritos are believed to be earliest inhabitants of Indian peninsula who were unable to 

defend themselves and therefore were forced to recede before invading hordes of Indo-

Aryans & Mongoloids. 

 Geographical distribution of tribes in India:  

o North and North east India  

o Central India  

o South India  

o The Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

 According to LPV Distribution of  

tribes as follows  
o Middle India 55%  

o Western Indian 23%  

o South Indian – 8% 

o Island regions-1% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Geographical Distribution of Tribal Population in 2011 

https://elearn.laex.in/


 

www.laexias.com Page 2 https://elearn.laex.in 

 
 

RRP 2021 – Tribes in India 

 
 

 
 

Tribes in India can be classified based on various criteria but most important are 

 Geographical distribution 

 Racial features/ Ethnicity 

 Language 

 Economic subsistence 

 

 

 

2. Classification of Tribes 
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Ministry of Tribal Affairs has implemented the scheme of “Development of PVTGs which covers 

75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) for their comprehensive socio-economic 

development.  

These are the most vulnerable and isolated tribal groups who not only are still primitive but 

are also isolated from the rest of the society. 

In 1973, the Dhebar commission created Primitive Tribal Groups as separate category which 

was renamed as PVTGs by Government in 2006. Odisha having the highest number of them. 

 Basic Characteristics: 

 Homogeneous with small population. 

 Physically isolated 

 Absence of written language 

 Simple Technology 

 Slower rate of change 

Some PVTGs: Kolam, Maria Gond, Bondo, Kharia, Londo, Kota, Jarawa, Onge etc 

 

 Schemes for development of PVTGs: 

 “Development of PVTGs”, flexible scheme and covers activities like housing, land 

distribution, agricultural development, animal husbandry etc. 

 Priority under Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub Scheme. 

 Jiban Sampark Project of Odisha In association with UNICEF 

 To create awareness among the PVTGs on various development and welfare measures of 

State government. 

3. Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 

https://elearn.laex.in/


 

www.laexias.com Page 4 https://elearn.laex.in 

 
 

RRP 2021 – Tribes in India 

 
 

 

Denotified tribes were those tribes which were listed under the Criminal Tribes Act 1871 

under the British as Criminals and addicted to the systematic commission of non-bailable 

offences. Once declared notified they were required to register with local magistrate and severe 

restriction was placed on their movement. 

But after Independence Criminal Tribes Act was repealed and were placed under Habitual 

offenders Act. Thus they till now suffer from numerous disabilities due to this and are unable 

to meet their subsistence needs. The Bhiku Ramji Idate Commission appointed by the 

Government called for repeal of Habitual offenders Act to allow for inclusive development of 

these tribes. The commission recommended permanent commission for Denotified, Semi 

Nomadic, and Nomadic Tribes should have a prominent community leader as its chairperson, 

and a senior Union government bureaucrat, an anthropologist, and a sociologist as members. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alienation/Isolation 

Insurgency/ Rebellion Poverty/Unemployment 

Indebtness/ Bondage Poor Health 

Under 5 morality= 57.2 per 1000 live 
births compared to 38.2 among others. 
Infant morality rate=44.4 per 1000 live 

births compared to 32.1 among others 

65 % of tribals are landless as 
per 2011 census. 
Even though tribes constitute only 

8.6% of population, they are most 

displaced accounting for 55% 

Still 51% are 
below poverty line 
compared to 
40.2% of national 
average. 
Literacy among 
tribes is 59% 
compared to 73% 

4. Denotified Tribes 

5. Perpetual Cycle of Tribal Problems 
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 Tribal Panchsheel: 

There was a great deal of debt regarding the policy towards the tribal in India after 

Independence, some suggested completes isolation and other complete assimilation. But Nehru 

and Varrier Elvin adopted middle one which came to be known as Tribal Panchsheel. 

 

 Basic Features: 

 Tribals should develop along the lines of their own genius and imposition of alien values 

should be avoided. 

 Tribals rights in land and forest should be respected. 

 Teams of Tribals should be trained in the work of administration and development. 

 Tribal areas should not be over administered or overwhelmed with multiplicity of schemes. 

 Results should not be judged by statistics or the amount of money spent but by the human 

character evolved. 

 

 Tribal Sub Plan: 

It is the strategy for the rapid Socio-economic development of tribal people. It forms the part of 

annual Plan of State/ UT. The benefits under this are in addition to those that goes to the 

tribals from the overall plan. It was first introduced under the 5th Five Year Plan and later 

expanded during 9th Five Year Plan. At present 22 states and 2 Union Territories are covered 

under Tribal Sub Plan. 

 Basic Objectives: 

 Reduce the poverty and Unemployment. 

 Eradicate exploitation and developing remote areas. 

 Human resource development of tribals by providing adequate health and educational 

services. 

 Provision of physical and financial security against all types of exploitation and oppression. 

 

 Sub-schemes under TSP 

 Integrated Tribal Development Programme  (ITDP) 

 Modified Area Development Approach (MADA) 

 

 

 
 

6. Administration and Safeguards of Tribals 
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 Safe Guards of Tribals 

Category Constitutional Provisions Legislative Provisions 

Political  Fifth Schedule 

 TribalAdvisiory council 

 Special powers of 

Governor 

 Sixth Schedule (Assam, 

Meghalaya, Tripura and 

Mizoram) 

 Autonomous councils 

 Article 330 and 332 

provide for reservation in 

Loksabha and assembly. 

 PESA Act 1996 

 Gramsabha to safeguard traditions 

and customs. 

 Reservation should not be less than 

50%. 

 Gramasabha owner ship of Minor 

produce, managing village markets, 

money lending etc. 

Social  Article 338A Provides 

for National Commission 

for STs 

Prevention of Attrocities against 

Schedule tribes 1989. 

 Under this act offences like trafficking, 

bondage are made compoundable 

 Forest Right Act 2006 To correct 

historical injustice to tribes by 

providing them with individual rights, 

community rights, ownership of minor 

produce etc 

Economic  Institutional support for Development and Marketing of Tribal Products 

or produce. 

 Mechanism for marketing of minor forest produce (MFP) through 

Minimum support price and development of value chain for MFP. 

 Support through National and State Scheduled Tribes Finance and 

Development Corporation 

 Vanabandu Kalyana Yojana 

Objectives Components 

Improving quality of life in 

areas. 

Safe drinking water at Tribal doorsteps. 

Quality of Education All weather roads. 

Qualitative and 

sustainable electricity 

Universal accessibility to Employment. 

Bridging Infrastructure 

Tribal areas. 

Promotion of sports in gaps.  

 Protection of Tribal culture and heritage. 

 

https://elearn.laex.in/
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 Strategies: 

 Strengthening of institutions meant for delivery of goods and services 

with adequate administrative, technical and financial powers. 

 Convergence of scattered resources and activities being undertaken 

under various components. 

Educational 

and 

Employment 

 Article 350A provides 

for instruction in mother 

tongue at primary stage. 

 Art 335 provides for 

claim of STs to services 

and posts. 

 Rajiv Gandhi National fellowship for 

ST students. 

 Hostel for ST boys and Girls. 

 National Overseas Scholarship for 

Scheduled Tribe students. 

 Establishment of Ashram Schools in 

Tribal sub plan areas 

 Ekalavya Model Residential Schools. 

 Vocational Training Institutes in Tribal 

Areas. 

 USTTAD- Upgrading the Skill and 

Training in Traditional Art Craft for 

Development. 

 Aadi Mahotsav- National Tribal festival 

for celebration of spirit of tribal 

culture, craft, cuisine and commerce. 

 

 

Distribution: MP, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and north-eastern part of Tripura. 

Description:  

 Popularly known as the bow men of Rajasthan 

 They forms the largest tribe of the whole South Asia 

 Divided into two main groups : Central or pure Bhils 

and Eastern or Rajput Bhils 

 They speak Bhili, which is an Indo Aryan language 

 Religion practice among the Bhils differ from place to 

place. 

Festivals: Bhagoria mela during holi, Gavari festival, 

Baneshwar fair during Shivaratri 

 

1. BHILS 

7. Ethnographic Study of Some Important Tribes 

SAVARI DANCE 
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Distribution: Widely spread in the Chhindwara district of Madhya Pradesh, Bastar district of 

Chhattisgarh and also in the parts of Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and Orissa. 

Description: 

 They speak Gondi language which is related to the 

Telugu and the other Dravidian languages. In the 

northern parts Gonds are often seen speaking the 

local Hindi. 

 They are divided into four tribes namely - Raj Gonds, 

Madia Gonds, Dhurve Gonds, Khatulwar Gonds 

 They are largely influenced by the Hindus and for the 

long time have been practicing the Hindus culture 

and traditions. 

Festivals: Keslapur Jathra, Madai, Pola etc 

 

 

Distribution: West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Jharkhand and Assam. 

Description: 

 First tribe to offer resistance to British during 1855 

Santhal rebellion which resulted in creation of 

separate Santhal Paragans district. 

 They speak Santhali, which is a Austro- Asiatic 

language. 

 They are engaged in hunting, fishing and cultivation 

for their livelihood 

 They have no temples of their own. They even do not 

worship any idols. Santhals follow the Sarna religion. 

Festivals: Maghe, Sahrai, Ero, Asaria, Namah, hunting festival Disum sendra on eve of 

Baishakhi Purnima. 

 

 

Distribution: Mainly Jharkhand Spread across Bihar, WB, Chhattisgarh and Orissa 

Description: 

 They speak Mundari, which is a Austro- Asiatic language 

 Complexion is blackish. They have short curly hair. 

 Christianity is the main religion. 

 They believe in Singbonga, which means the Sun God 

4. MUNDAS (MEANS HEADMEN OF VILLAGE) 

3. SANTHALS 

2. GONDS 
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 They remained hunters for centuries. But now they have been converted into the settled 

agriculturist. 

Festivals: Phagu, Sohrai, Karam, Sarhul, mage etc 

 

Karma Dance                                                 Paika Dance 

 

 

Distribution: Mainly found in the state of Assam and the Khasi Jaintia hills in Meghalaya 

Other places are Punjab, UP, Manipur, WB and J&K. 

Description: 

 They are called by the different names such as Khasi 

Pahris, Khuchia, Kassi, Khashi and Khasa 

 Most of the Khasis follow Christianity 

 They speak Khasi-an Austro- Asiatic language 

 The property of the Khasis is passed on from the 

mother to the youngest daughter 

 The women wear silver or gold crown on their head and men wear large earrings. 

Festivals: Nongrem dance, wangala. Umsan Nongkhrai and Shad Beh Sier where animal 

sacrifice and hunting plays major role, Ka Shad Suk Mynsiem harvest festival. 

 

 

Distribution: Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Odisha. 

Description: 

 They live in bee hive shaped tiny huts with wattle walls 

 They speak Chenchu language with the Telugu accent 

 They worship number of deities. They mainly believe in Bhagaban taru who lives in the sky 

and look after them in all their doings. 

 They are referred to as one of the Primitive Tribal Groups that are still dependent on forests 

and do not cultivate land but hunt for a living 

 Most of them inhabit in the Nallamala hills of AP 

6. CHENCHUS 

5. KHASIS 

https://elearn.laex.in/
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Festivals: Mahashivarathri is celebrated by them with great pomp especially in Amarbad tiger 

reserve Telangana. 

  
 

 

Distribution: Himachal Pradesh. 

Description: 

 They mainly dwell around Dhauladhar mountain 

range, Chamba, Bharmaur and the areas near to 

Dharamshala 

 The main occupation is pastoralism and they make 

their livelihood by rearing and selling sheep, goats, 

mules and horses. 

 Most of them are Hindus and a few Muslims. 

 They speak the Gaddi Language but for writing they 

use Takri and Hindi. 

Festivals: Shivarathri, Jatra. 

 

 

Distribution: Sikkim. 

Description: 

 They are one of the indigenous tribe of Sikkim. 

 They look fair in complexion, shy in nature wearing 

generally a kind of set wear of shirt and trousers called 

Hontaj Gyador. 

 They call themselves Rong in their language. 

 They speak their own dialect and they too follow the same 

Tibetan form of Buddhism besides their local faith. 

 

8. LEPCHAS 

7. GADDIS 

Traditional Dress of Gaddis 

Lossong 
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Festivals: Tendong Lho Rum Faat, Namprikdang Namsoong,  

Lossong: The festival of Lossong is celebrated in the month of December every year with 

traditional gaiety and colour both by the Lepchas and Bhutias. It is usually the time when the 

farmers rejoice and celebrate their harvest. 

 

 

Distribution: Arunachal Pradesh 

Description: 

 They are settled agriculturists inhabiting the valley around Ziro-the headquarters of Lower 

Subansiri district. Their wet rice cultivation has been proposed for inclusion in UNESCO 

world heritage. 

 They practice permanent wetland cultivation in hilly terrain by slicing the hills. 

 They are loyal followers of the Donyi-Polo faith, who pray to 

the Sun and the Moon 

 Men of other tribes would often steal the Apatani women, 

which led the Apatani men to tattoo the faces of their women 

and make them wear massive nose plugs, in order to make 

them less appealing. 

Festivals: Myoko, Dree, Murung 

 

 

Distribution: Nagaland 

Description: 

 Tenyidie is the most common language spoken. Population is around 12 million. 

 Agriculture is the main occupation. 

 Christianity is the major religion followed. 

 They are quite popular for their woodcraft and artwork( 

producer of bamboo work, cane furniture, beds, shawls 

and powerful machetes) 

Festivals: Sekrenyi (festival of purification), Hornbill 

 

 

Distribution: Nagaland 

Description: 

 They are one of the seventeen major Naga Tribes. 

11. RENGMAS 

10. ANGAMI NAGAS 

9. APATANI OR TANNI 

Dree Festival Dance 

Sekrenyi Festival 
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 They follow patriarchal system. 

 Originally they were animist. They believed in various gods 

and goddess. The Christianity is also present among the 

tribe. 

 Agriculture is the main occupation. They practices 

Jhumming. Women are expert weavers. 

Festivals: Ngada (post harvest festival of thanks giving), 

Hornbill  

 
Distribution: Nagaland 

Description: 

 They are the largest out of 17 officially recognized tribes in Nagaland. 

 They are known as 'those violent headhunters with tattooed faces. 

 One of the last headhunters, they now practice 

agriculture and hunt seasonally. More than 

95% of them follow Christianity. 

 The men wear earrings made out of deer horn, 

necklace made out of boar tusks and brass 

heads. 

Festivals: Aoling to welcome spring, ‘Lao Ong Mo’ harvest festival 

 

 

Distribution: Tripura, Mizoram  

Description: 

 They are the second largest tribal community of Tripura. 

 They are said to have came first from Shan State of upper 

Burma They belong to Indo-Mongoloid racial stock. 

 Their language is known as "Kaubru" which have a tonal 

effect of Kuki language though broadly it is Kok-Borok 

(language of men). 

 They are still a nomadic tribe and a large numbers among 

them maintain their livelihood involving Top Hill Jhum Cultivation, food gathering, fishing & 

hunting. 

 Majority of them belong to Vaishnava school of Hinduism.  

Festivals: Buisi, Hojagiri folk dance 

 

13. REANG / BRUS  

12.  KOYANK (MEANS BLACK HEAD) 

Dance of Victory of Rengmas 

Hojagi I Folk Dance 
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The quadripartite agreement between the Centre, State governments of Tripura and Mizoram 

and representatives of Bru Organisation on 16 January 2020 allowed some 35,000 Bru tribal 

people living in Tripura as refugees since 1997 to permanently settle there ending their 

deprivation of rights. 

 

 

Distribution: Assam  

Description: 

 They belong to Indo-Mongoloid family. It is believed that their 

origin was Tibet and China. 

 The speak Bodo language that is derived Tibeto Burmese 

family of language. 

 Most of them are engaged in rice cultivation, tea plantation 

and poultry farming. Women engage themselves in weaving. 

 They are expert in bamboo and cane craft; hence one would usually come across houses 

fashioned out of bamboo and wood in places where they live in majority 

 Some of them are Christians, while a large chunk follows the precepts of Hinduism 

Festivals: Baishagu (advent of new year), Hapsa hatarani, Domashi 

 

 

Distribution: Orissa 

Description: 

 Their native language is Kui, a Dravidian language written 

with the Oriya script. 

 They are nature worshipping forest dwellers. Vedanta 

Resources, mining company, was set to destroy the forests, 

wildlife and way of life of the Dongria Kondh people. Their 

four year long protests finally paid off as the government has 

now banned Vedanta from mining in Niyamgiri Mountain and in their forests. 

 Practice shifting cultivation locally called Podu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15. KHONDS / DONGARI KHOND 

14. BODOS  

Baishagu Festival 
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Distribution: Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand, WB 

Description: 

 They mainly depend on agriculture for earning their living. 

 Most of them are engaged in the occupation of tea 

cultivation. 

 They speak Kurukh language related to Dravidian family. 

 Majority of them are Hindus and are religious minded 

people. They worship Gods and Goddesses but a great 

number of these tribes have adopted Christianity. 

Festivals: Kurukh folk dance, karma dance, Sarhul Dance 

 

 

Distribution: MP, Rajasthan 

Description: 

 Only primitive tribe of Rajasthan residing in the Baran 

district 

 They follow Hindu religion and speak a dialect 

influenced by Hadoti. 

 Faced with social ignorance, anger, deprivation and 

inhuman treatment inherent in the system, the people 

of this tribe are once again in the miserable condition. 

Festivals: Veer Teja, Dhakar Baba, Lalbai, Bejasan 

 

 

 

Distribution: Jharkhand  

Description: 

 Belong to Austro Asiatic ethnic group 

 Main occupation was iron smelting and hence becoming 

destitute due to its elimination. 

 Their chief deity is Singbonga. 

 Practice black magic like Bhut-pret and witchcraft. 

Festival: Sarhul, Dhanbuni, Kadelta, Pitar puja etc 

 

18. ASURA  

17. SAHARIYAS 

16. ORANS 

Kurukh Dance 
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Distribution: TamilNadu, Kerala 

Description: 

 They are inhabitants of the scrub jungles of Southern India 

belonging to the Negrito (or Negroid) race 

 Spek Irula belonging to Dravidian family 

 Hunter-gatherers by tradition, their expertise in catching 

snakes is legendary. Most of them are wage laborers working 

in tea estates now. 

Festivals: Malleshwaran Mudi / Mahashivaratri 

 

 

Distribution: AP, Karnataka, Rajasthan 

Description: 

 They are the largest tribe of AP. 

 They live in exclusive settlements of their own called 

Tandas, usually away from the main village, tenaciously 

maintaining their cultural and ethnic identity. 

 They are expert cattle breeders and largely subsist by sale 

of milk and milk products. 

Festivals: Teej, Ugadi etc 

 

 

Distribution: Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 

Description: 

 Hunting and collecting forest produce are the two main means of living. 

 Kattunayakar believe in Hinduism and have a language, which is a mixture of all Dravidian 

languages. The main deity of the tribe is Lord Shiva and (jakkamma [Nayakkar]) under the 

name of Bhairava. They also worship animals, birds, trees, rock hillocks, and snakes, along 

with the other Hindu deities.. 

 Child marriages were common before the 1990s, but now the girls marry after attaining 

puberty. Monogamy is the general rule among the Kattunayakar community. 

 Kattunayakar are non-vegetarians and are fond of music, songs, and dancing. They are also 

called Cholanaickar and Pathinaickars. 

 

21. KATTUNAYAKAN (KING OF JUNGLE) 

20. LAMBADAS 

19. IRULARS 
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Distribution: Southern Kerala State, especially Silent Valley National Park. 

Description: 

 They are called Cholanaikan because they inhabit the interior forests. ‘Chola’ or ‘shoals’ 

means deep ever green forest, and ‘naikan’ means King. They are said to have migrated from 

Mysore forests. 

 The Cholanaikkans speak the Cholanaikkan language, which belongs to the Dravidian 

family. 

 They live in rock shelters called ‘Kallulai’ or in open campsites made of leaves. 

 They subsist on food-gathering, hunting and minor forest produce collection. 

 

 

Distribution: Karnataka and Erode district of Tamil Nadu 

Description: There are five sub groups of Soligas 

 Male Soliga: Kannada speakers residing in Karnataka 

 Urali Soliga: Kannada and Tamil speakers, residing in border areas of Tamil Nadu 

 Pujari group: reside in Male Mahadeshwara Hills 

 Kadu Soliga: reside near Bandipur Forest 

 Burude Soliga: reside in Heggadadevanakote Taluk and Kodagu Description: 

 Their main source of income is harvesting and sale of Non-timber Forest Produce (NTFP) 

like honey, nellikai etc They also make baskets using bamboo. 

 Soliga people follow naturism and animism along with 

following Hindu practices and their main deities are 

Madeshwara, Rangaswamy of Biligirirangana Hills (who is 

considered the brother-in-law of the clan), Karayya, Kyate 

Devaru and Jadeswamy.[1] Other deities worshipped by them 

include Madeshwara, Basaveshwara and Nanjundeshwara 

and Sri Alamelu Ranganayaki smetha Sri ranganatha.  

 The Soliga speak the Sholaga language (Soliganudi) as a 

mother tongue. 

 They worship Dodda Sampige Mara as incarnation of Lord Shiva. 

 

 

Distribution: Mizoram, Tripura, Arunachalpradesh 

Description: 

 The Chakma possess strong genetic affinities to Tibeto-Burman groups in Northeast 

India and to East Asian and populations. 

24. CHAKMAS 

23. SOLIGA 

22. CHOLANAYAKAN 

Gorukana Dance of Soliga 
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 They believe they are also part of Buddha's Sakya 

clan from Himalayan tribes. After many struggles to 

survive, they gradually migrated to Arakan, and 

spread their territory to the nearby hills of Chittagong 

Hill Tracts. 

 During the construction of the Kaptai Dam in the 

1960s, many Chakma settlements were submerged 

due to the creation of the artificial Kaptai Lake. 

 In the mid-1970s, the eruption of the Chittagong Hill Tracts conflict caused some 

Chakma people to become refugees in NEFA (present Arunachal Pradesh). The conflict 

ended in 1997 with the Chittagong Hill Tracts Peace Accord. 

 Language is Chakma part of Indo-Aryan group. 

 Religion is mainly Theravada Buddhism 

Festivals: Bizu, Alphaloni, Buddha Purnima and Kathin Civar Dan. 

 

 

Distribution: Karnataka and Kerala 

Description: 

 They traditionally lived in structures made of leaves, 

called koppus and also dressed in leaves. 

 They were subjected to inhuman practice of Ajalu which 

was banned by Karnataka Government in 2000. But it 

was in news recently due to it prevelance. 

 They practice endogamy with regard to their three main 

subdivisions, the Sappina, Ande and Kappada Koraga. 

 They worship spirits known as Bhutas as well as some 

devas and a sun god. 

 Koraga people are known for drum beating (dollu or dolu beating) and Flute music and 

dance involving both men and women. 

 Language is Koraga which has no script. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25. KORAGAS 
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Distribution: Maharasthra, Gujarat, Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

Description: 

 The Warli were traditionally semi-nomadic. They lived together 

in small-scale groups with a headman leading them. However, 

recent demographic changes have transformed the Warli today 

into mainly agriculturists. 

 The Warli speak in warli language, classified as Konkani, with 

some degree of influence from the Gujarati language. 

 They are famous for Warli Painting which uses set of geometric 

shapes like circle, triangle, square etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution: Kerala and Tamil Nadu 

Description: 

 They live in forests and do not practice any agriculture but are specialists in collection of 

honey, wax etc which they trade to obtain food items. 

 Live in temporary shelters with thatch leaves and shift according to employment 

availability. 

 They worship many jungle spirits. 

 

 

Distribution: Karnataka, Gujarat, Hyderabad, Pakistan 

Description: 

 Members are descended from the Bantu peoples of the East African region. Some were 

merchants, sailors, indentured servants, slaves and mercenaries. 

 Siddis are primarily Muslims, although some are Hindus and others belong to the Catholic 

Church. 

 Gujarati Siddis have adopted the language and many customs of their surrounding 

populations, some of their Bantu traditions have been preserved.  These include the Goma 

music and dance form, which is sometimes called Dhamaal. 

 

 

28. SIDDIS 

27. KADAR 

26. WARLI 

Warli Paintings 
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Distribution: Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Kashmir 

Description: 

 The Gurjars/Gujjars were no doubt a remarkable people spread from Kashmir to Gujarat 

and Maharashtra, who gave an identity to Gujarat, established kingdoms, entered the 

Rajput groups as the dominant lineage of Badgujar, and survive today as a pastoral and a 

tribal group with both Hindu and Muslim segments. 

 They mainly practise pastoral and dairy farming. 

 Practice transhumance. 

 

Distribution: Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh 

Description: 

 Meenas claim a mythological descent from the Matsya avatar, or fish incarnation, of 

Vishnu. They also claim to be descendants of the people of the Matsya Kingdom. 

 The Meena tribe is divided into several clans and sub-clans (adakhs), which are named 

after their ancestors. Some of the adakhs include Ariat, Ahari, Katara, Kalsua, Kharadi, 

Damore, Ghoghra, Dali, Doma, Nanama, Dadore, Manaut, Charpota, Mahinda, Rana, 

Damia, Dadia, Parmar, Phargi, Bamna, Khat, Hurat, Hela, Bhagora, and Wagat. 

 In Rajasthan, the Meena caste members oppose the entry of Gurjars into Scheduled Tribe 

fold, fearing that their own share of Scheduled Tribe reservation benefits will be eroded. 

 These are one of the most excluded tribes who are not only isolated but also still primitive 

in their living. 

 

  

 

 The Onge were semi-nomadic and fully dependent on hunting and gathering for food. 

 The Onge are one of the least fertile people in the world. About 40% of the married couples 

are sterile. 

 Onge women rarely become pregnant before the age of 28. Infant and child mortality 

is in the range of 40%. 

 The Ong speak the Onge language. It is one of two known Ongan languages (South 

Andamanese languages). 

 A major cause of the decline in Onge population is the changes in their food habits brought 

about by their contact with the outside world. 

1. ONGES 

30. MEENAS 

29. GUJJARS 

8. Tribes of Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

https://elearn.laex.in/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gurjar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hunter-gatherer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%96nge_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ongan_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ongan_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andamanese_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andamanese_languages


 

www.laexias.com Page 20 https://elearn.laex.in 

 
 

RRP 2021 – Tribes in India 

 
 

 

 The Shompen are a hunter-gatherer subsistence people, hunting wild game such as pigs, 

birds and small animals while foraging for fruits and forest foods. 

 The lowland Shompen build their huts on stilts and the walls are made of woven material 

on a wood frame and the roof of thatched palm fronds, and the structure is raised on stilts. 

 A man usually carried a bow and arrows, a spear and through his loincloth belt, a hatchet, 

knife and fire drill. The Shompen are a hunter-gatherer subsistence people, hunting wild 

game such as pigs, birds and small animals while foraging for fruits and forest foods. 

 Language is Shompen belonging to Austroasiatic Language. 

 

 They are one of the world's last uncontacted peoples. 

 The Sentinelese are hunter-gatherers. They likely use bows and arrows to hunt terrestrial 

wildlife and more rudimentary methods to catch local seafood, such as mud crabs and 

molluscan shells. 

 Some of their practices have not evolved beyond those of the Stone Age; they are not 

known to engage in agriculture. It is unclear whether they have any knowledge of making 

fire though investigations have shown they use fire. 

 

 They have largely shunned interaction with outsiders, and many particulars of their society, 

culture and traditions are poorly understood. 

 From the 1970s, the controversial Great Andaman Trunk Road was built through their 

western forest homeland. As result, contacts between the Jarawas and outsiders began to 

increase, resulting in occasional trading but also the outbreak of diseases. 

 On 21 January 2013 a Bench of Justices G.S. Singhvi and H.L. Gokhale passed an 

interim order banning tourists from taking the trunk road passing through Jarawa area. As 

a response to this interim order, a petition was filed on behalf of local inhabitants which 

stated that the Andaman Trunk Road is a very vital road and connects more than 350 

villages. 

 The Supreme Court therefore, on 5 March 2013 reversed its interim order, allowing the road 

to be fully re-opened, but with vehicles only being allowed to travel in large convoys four 

times a day. 

 

 

4. JARAWA 

3. SENTINELESE 

2. SHOMPENS 
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Distribution: Ecuador 

Description: 

 Recently they won case against the government with regard to oil extraction in their areas 

against their wishes. 

 Hunting gathering tribe have recently shifted to settled agriculture. 

 In traditional animist Waodani worldview, there is no distinction between the physical and 

spiritual worlds, and spirits are present throughout the world. The Waodani once believed 

that the entire world was a forest 

 Their main hunting weapon is the blowgun. These weapons are typically from 3 to 4 metres 

long. The arrows used are dipped in curare poison, which paralyzes the muscles of the 

animal. 

 In 1990, the Waorani won the rights to the Waorani Ethnic Reserve 6,125.60 km2 

(2,365.11 sq mi). The protected status of Yasuní National Park, which overlaps with the 

Waorani reserve, provides some measure of environmental protection. 

 

 

Distribution: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran 

Description: 

 The Hazara identity in Afghanistan is believed by many to have originated in the aftermath 

of the 1221 Siege of Bamyan.  The first mention of Hazara are  made by Babur in the early 

16th century. 

 The Hazara, outside of Hazarajat, have adopted the cultures of the cities where they 

dwell, resembling customs and traditions of the Afghan Tajiks and Pashtuns. 

 They are being subjected to genocide in Afghanistan due to their minority status. 

 

 

Distribution: Newzealand, Australia and UK 

Description: 

 The Māori originated from settlers who migrated to New Zealand from eastern Polynesia. 

3. MAORIS 

2. HAZARAS 

1. WAORARI 

9. Ethnic Groups/ Tribes in News-International 
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 Warfare between tribes was common, and Māori would 

sometimes eat their conquered enemies. 

 Language is Maorari 

 Kapa haka (literally "haka team") is a traditional Māori 

performance art, It includes haka (posture dance), poi (dance 

accompanied by song and rhythmic movements of the poi, a 

light ball on a string), waiata-ā-ringa (action songs) and 

waiata koroua (traditional chants). 

 

 

Distribution: China, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey 

Description: 

 Term Uyghur has an increasingly expansive definition. Initially signifying only a small 

coalition of Tiele tribes in Northern China, Mongolia, and the Altai Mountains, it later 

denoted citizenship in the Uyghur Khaganate. 

 The ancient Uyghurspracticed Shamanism and Tengrism, then Manichaeism, Buddhism 

and Church of the East.People in the Western Tarim Basin region began their conversion 

to Islam early in the Kara-Khanid Khanate period. 

 In news due to their continuous presecution and severe restriction in Xinjiang Province, 

China. 

 

Distribution: Mynammar, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan 

Description: 

 Most presecuted minorities in the World according to United Nations 

 During the Pakistan Movement in the 1940s, Rohingya Muslims in western Burma 

organized a separatist movement to merge the region into East Pakistan. 

 Rohingya language part of Indo-Aryan group. 

 The overwhelming majority of Rohingya people practice Islam,  including a  blend  of 

Sunni Islam and Sufism about 2.5% of Rohingya are Hindu and 5.5% are Christian 

 

 
Distribution: Srilanka 

Decription: 

 They are the only nomadic group of people living in Ceylon and are known as the 

Srilankan Gypsy people otherwise called Kuravans. 

6. AHIKUNTAKA (TELUGU TRIBE) 

5. ROHINGYAS 

4. UIGHURS 
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 Make their living by fortune telling, snake charming and using monkeys and dogs in 

performances. 

 The Andhra Government decided to send Anthropologists to study this vanishing tribe. 

 

 

Distribution: Iraq, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Syria 

Description: 

 Livestock and herding, principally of goats, sheep and dromedary camels comprised the 

traditional livelihoods of Bedouins. These were used for meat, dairy products, and 

wool.[24] Most of the staple foods that made up the Bedouins' diet were dairy products. 

 Camels are regarded as gift from God, camel races are organized during celebratory 

occasions, such as weddings or religious festivals. 

 Oral poetry was the most popular art form among Bedouins. Having a poet in one's tribe 

was highly regarded in society. In addition to serving as a form of art, poetry was used as 

a means of conveying information and social control. 

 

 

Distribution: Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, Australia, China 

Description: 

 The Hmong (Miao) traditions and historical evidence indicates that they originated near 

the Yellow River region of China. 

 In Laos and Vietnam-Hmongs have been subjected to military attacks, police arrest, 

imprisonment, extrajudicial killings, and torture on religious grounds. 

 

 

 

Distribution: China, Vietnam, Laos, Thailand 

Description: 

 Society is traditionally Patrilineal 

 They are cultivators cultivating rice for thousand of years but some also practice shifting 

cultivation 

 They helped the US forces during the Loas civil war. 

 They celebrate annually Pan Wang festival on sixteenth day of tenth lunar month. 

 

 

9. YAO 

8. HMONG 

7. BEDOUINS 
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State Tribes 

Andhra 
Pradesh 

Andh And Sadhu Andh, Bhil, Bhaghata, Dhulia,rona, Kolam, Gond, Thoti, 
Goundu, Kammara, Savaras, Dabba Yerukula, Sugalis, Nakkala, Pardhan, 
Gadabas, Chenchus A.k.a Chenchawar, Kattunayakan, Jatapus, Manna 
Dhora 

Arunachal 
Pradesh 

Singpho, Dafla, Momba, Abor, Sherdkpen, Galong, Apatanis 

Assam Khasis, Chakma, Dimasa, Gangte, Garos, Hajong, Chutiya 

Bihar Gond, Birjia, Asur, Savar, Parhaiya, Chero, Birhor, Santhals, Baiga 

Chhattisgarh Nagasia, Biar, Khond, Agariya, Bhattra, Mawasi, Bhaina, 

Goa Varli, Dubia, Siddi, Dhodia, Naikda 

Gujarat Patelia, Bhil, Dhodia, Bamcha, Barda, Paradhi, Charan, Gamta 

Himachal 
Pradesh 

Swangal, Gujjars, Lahaulas, Khas, Pangwala, Lamba, Gaddis 

Jammu and 
Kashmir 

Balti, Garra, Sippi, Bakarwal, Mon, Gaddi, Purigpa, Beda 

Jharkhand Gonds, Birhors, Savar, Mundas, Santhals, Khaira, Bhumji 

Karnataka Gond, Patelia, Barda, Yerava, Bhil, Koraga, Adiyan, Iruliga, 

Kerala Malai, Aarayan, Arandan, Uralis, Kurumbas, Arandan, Eranvallan 

Madhya 
Pradesh 

Kharia, Bhils, Murias, Birhors, Baigas, Katkari, Kol, Bharia, Khond, Gonds, 

Maharashtra Warlis, Khond, Bhaina, Katkari, Bhunjia, Rathawa, Dhodia. 

Manipur Thadou, Aimol, Maram, Paite, Chiru, Purum, Kuki, Monsang, Angami 

Meghalaya Pawai, Chakma, Raba, Hajong, Lakher, Garos, Jaintias Khasis 

Mizoram Dimasa, Raba, Chakma, Lakher, Khasi, Synteng, Kuki, Pawai. 

Nagaland Nagas, Angami, Sema, Garo, Kuki, Kachari, Mikir 

Odisha Gadaba, Ghara, Kharia, Khond, Matya, Oraons, Rajuar, Santhals. 

Rajasthan Bhils, Damaria, Dhanka, Meenas(Minas), Patelia, Sahariya. 

Sikkim Bhutia, Khas, Lepchas. 

Tamil Nadu Adiyan, Aranadan, Eravallan, Irular, Kadar, Kanikar, Kotas, Todas. 

Telangana Chenchus. 

Tripura Bhil, Bhutia, Chaimal, Chakma, Halam, Khasia, Lushai, Mizel, Namte. 

Uttarakhand Bhotias, Buksa, Jannsari, Khas, Raji, Tharu. 

Uttar Pradesh Bhotia, Buksa, Jaunsari, Kol, Raji, Tharu. 

10. Appendexure State Wise List of Tribes 
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West Bengal Asur, Khond, Hajong, Ho, Parhaiya, Rabha, Santhals, Savar. 

Andaman and 
Nicobar 

Oraons, Onges, Sentinelese, Shompens. 

Little Andaman Jarawa. 

North-East Abhors, Chang, Galaong, Mishimi, Singpho, Wancho. 

 

  
 

State-wise list of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) 

Name of  

States /  

Union  

Territory 

S.No 

Name of the 

Particularly 

Vulnerable 

Tribal Group 

 

Name of  

States / 

Union 

Territory 

S.No 

Name of the 

Particularly 

Vulnerable 

Tribal Group 

Andhra Pradesh 1 Chenchu Maharashtra 41 Katkaria/kathodi 

2 Bodo adaba 

3 Gutob Gadaba 42 Kolam 

4 Dongaria Khond 43 Maria Gond 

5 Kutia Kondha Manipur 44 Maram Naga 

6 Kolam 45 Chukutia Bhunjia 

(including 

Telangana) 7 Konda Reddi 

8 Kondasavara 46 Birhore 

9 Bondo Porja 47 Bondo 

 10 Khond Porja  Orissa 48 Didayi 

11 Parengi Porja 49 Dongaria Khond 

12 Tothi 

Bihar (including 

Jharkhand) 

13 Asur 50 Juang 

14 Birhor 51 Kharia 

15 Birjia 52 Kutia Kondha 

16 Hill Kharia 53 Lanjia Saura 

17 Korwa 54 Lodha 

18 Mal Paharia 55 Mankirdia 

19 Parhaiya 56 Paudi Bhuiya 

20 Sauria Paharia 57 Saura 

21 Savara Rajasthan 58 Saharia 

Gujarat 22 Kolgha Tamil Nadu 59 Irular 

23 Kathodi 60 Kattunayaka n 

24 Kotwalia 61 Kota 

25 Padhar 62 Korumba 

26 Siddi 63 Paniyan 

Karnataka 27 Jenu Kuruba 64 Toda 

28 Koraga Tripura 65 Raing 

Kerala 29 Cholanaikayan Uttar Pradesh 

(including 

Uttrakhand 

66 Buksa 

30 Kadar 67 Raji 

31 Kattunayakan West Bengal 68 Birhor 

32 Koraga 69 Lodha 

33 Kurumbas 70 Totos 

11. List of 75 PVTGs State Wise 
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 Madhya Pradesh 

(including 

Chhattisgarh) 

34 Abujh Maria Andaman & 

Nicobar island 

71 Great Andamanies 

35 Baiga 

36 Bharia 72 Jarawa 

37 Birhor 73 Onge 

38 Hill Korba 74 Sentinelese 

39 Kamar 75 Shom Pen 

40 Sahariya 

  
1. Consider the following pairs:  

1. Limboo (Limbu) : Sikkim 

2. Karbi        : Himachal 

Pradesh 

3. Dongaria           : Odisha 

4. Bonda               : Tamil Nadu 

Which of the above pairs are correctly 

matched? 

a. 1 and 3 only 

b. 2 and 4 only 

c. 1, 3 and 4 only 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

2. Match the following  

      Tribe State 

a. Aka a. Arunachal Pradesh 

b. Bondo  b. Tripura 

 Poraja 

c. Riang c. Himachal Pradesh 

d. Gaddi d. Odisha 

 

3. Where do Sahariya tribals, live? 

a. Andhra Pradesh 

b. Odisha 

c. Assam 

d. Rajasthan 

 

4. Match List I and II and select the 

correct answer from the codes 

given below: 

 

List I                          List II 

a. Lepcha  1. Uttaranchal 

b. Maria 2.  Sikkim 

c. Urali   3.  Chattisgarh 

d. Khasa  4. Kerala 

A B C D 

a. 2 3 1 4 

b. 3 4 2 1 

c. 2 3 4 1 

d. 3 2 4 1 

 

5. To which group do the tribals of 

central and southern India 

belong? 

a. Negritoes 

b. Proto-Australoids 

c. Mongoloids 

d. Western Brachycephals 

 

6. Where are Angamis found? 

a. MP 

b. AP 

c. TN 

d. Nagaland 

 

7. Which among the following tribes 

do not live in the Union Territory 

of Andaman and Nicobar Islands? 

a. Sentinelese 

b. Shompens 

c. Zeliang 

d. Onges 

12. Previous Year Questions 
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8. Which of the following pairs of 

primitive tribes and places of their 

inhabitation is not correctly 

matched? 

a. Buksa: Pauri Garhwal 

b. Kol: Jabalpur 

c. Munda: Chhotanagpur 

d. Korba: Kodagu 

 

9. Which of the following pairs of 

states and tribes is not correctly 

matched 

a. Assam: Miri 

b. Nagaland: Konyak 

c. Arunachal Pradesh: Apatani 

d. Madhya Pradesh: Lambada 

 

10. Where are Todas and Moplahs 

found?hbjgiusaguidUGS 

a. MP and Assam 

b. Tamil Nadu and Kerala 

c. Kerala and West Bengal 

d. Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu 

 

11. Every year, a month long 

ecologically important campaign/ 

festival is held during which 

certain communities/ tribes plant 

saplings of fruit- bearing trees. 

Which of the following are these. 

a. Bhutia and Lepcha 

b. Gond and Korku 

c. Irular and Toda 

d. Sahariya and Agariya 

 

12. In the Indian context, the term 

‘Denotified tribes’ refers to: 

a. Tribes which are aboriginals 

b. Nomadic tribes 

 

c. Tribes practising shifting cultivation 

d. Tribes which were classified as 

criminal tribes 

 

13. Which of the following primitive 

tribes and their habitations are 

not correctly matched; 

a. Buksa : Pauri-Garhwal 

b. Kol : Jabalpur 

c. Munda : Chotanagpur 

d. Korba  : Kodagu 

 

14. In which of the following Union 

territories does Onge tribe live? 

a. Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

b. Dadra and Nagar Haveli 

c. Daman and Diu 

d. Lakshadweep 

 

15. Consider the following statements: 

1. Definition of “Critical wildlife 

Habitat” is incorporated in FRA, 

2006 

2. For the first time, baigas have been 

given habitat rights 

3. Union Ministry of Environment 

decides and declares habitat rights 

for Primitive tribes in India. 

Which of the following statements 

is/are correct? 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 3 only 

d. 1,2 and 3 
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16. Which among the following tribe 

has largest population in India? 

a. Bhils 

b. Meenas 

c. Gonds 

d. Sahariyas 

 

17. What is the name of tribe that is 

battling against Vedanta for 

preservation of Niyamgiri hills? 

a. Kondh 

b. Kandh gauda 

c. Oriya Munda 

d. Dondria Kondh 
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