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Music is like therapy: at times a companion in grief, 
at other times a way to get up offa that thing. So if 
you head to p37 to read this month’s cover feature, 
you’ll find yourself sifting through the latest top 
offerings in all the great sonic delivery mediums, 
from in-ear buds to smart speakers. There’s sure  

to be something in there that’ll help you hear music the way it was 
intended: loud and clear. 

After that, let’s go fly a… drone, as a modern-day Mary Poppins 
might sing while her Fimi X8 Mini (reviewed on p71) shoots some 
stable footage of her mate popping out of a chimney. Then she 
might perhaps settle down for a cuppa and fire up a podcast on 
decluttering handbags via Spotify, straight from her Samsung Galaxy 
Watch4, which we’ve tested on p29. 

Elsewhere we’ll bring you straight back down to earth with six 
bargain phones and give you the skinny on all the shiny new gear 
from Apple’s recent launch event. Go on, try persuading yourself 
that you don’t need a new iPad Mini. We find saying it over and over 
again out loud and padlocking your wallet helps, a bit. 

Anyway, that’s it from me – the new boss will be here next issue. 
I’ll miss you all and I hope you continue to carve out time for fun 
and games. The beat goes on. 
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06  The Hot Five 
Apple iPhone 13 Pro 

A new iPhone but ‘Pro’, so not 
suitable for amateur telephoners 
Apple iPad Mini (2021) 

A new iPad but smaller than a 
dung beetle’s camping mattress 

GoPro Hero10 Black 

A new action cam but, y’know,  
a bit better than the last one  
Bose QuietComfort 45 

New noise-slaying headphones 
but quieter and comfortier 
Lego Super Mario 64 ? Block 

New Lego/Nintendo silliness but 
even sillier than the last silliness

14   Vital stats Sonos Beam 2 
Where’s it beam to? The ceiling! 

16   Stream 
The only TV guide a nerd needs

18  Icon Land Rover Bond Edition 
Machine guns not included

20  Games  
Featuring some sullen youths

22  Wheels Porsche Mission R  
Just another Germanic fun day

24  Stuff meets Zane Lowe  
This one’s a person, not a gadget

29  First test  
Samsung Galaxy Watch4 
Tsk, if a smartwatch were really 
smart it’d tell you to stop wasting 
all that time prodding away at it 
and tidy your room 

54  Versus E-bikes 

LeMond vs Cowboy… and don’t 
tell the five e-bikes we reviewed 
last issue, but they’re both better 

57  Tested DJI OM 5 

Feels like there should be loads 
of good ‘gimbal’ puns, but no… 

61  3 of the best Carbon runners  
Trainers that pretty much do the 
running for you

62  Tested Nest Doorbell (Battery)  
Plus the new wire-free Nest Cam 

64  Group test Budget phones  
Help, I’ve been kidnapped by Stuff

71  Tested Fimi X8 Mini  
If you’re reading this, send help

75  Tested Razer Blade 14  
They keep me in a cupboard

76  Long-term test Coros Vertix 2  
And force me to write these bits

78  Games  
Psychonauts 2, 12 Minutes,  
Life is Strange: True Colors

34  Upvoted  
Wireless chargers 
One day there will be no cables 
attaching anything to anything 
(except maybe in lift shafts) 

37  Cover feature  
Audio guide 
Look, we can’t force you to stop 
listening to Foster The People, 
but could you at least do it  
on some nice modern kit that 
actually sounds good?

53   Mini meme  
Music apps 

Continuing the theme with 
clever ways to get more from 
your wondrous/dismal tunes 

58  Beta yourself  
Android 12 
Remember when versions were 
named after food? This could 
have been Android Sausage… 

72  Instant upgrades  
Sony ZV-E10 
Tips and tech for vamping up 
your vlogtastic virtuoso 

98  Random access memories  
Apple iPod (2001) 
The day the music died slightly



Being an environmentalist just became a lot easier  
with GP ReCyko rechargeable batteries. You’ll put a lot  
less stress on the environment. And on your wallet. 

Rethink. Recharge. ReCyko.

 

 

Care more
Replaces thousands 
of single-use batteries.

Save more 
Lasts for up to 
500 charges.

Do more 
7x more power.*

*vs GP Super Alkaline batteries in digital cameras

The typical 
environmentalist.
Join the recharging revolution.
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Triskaidekaphobia is the fear of the 
number 13. Some suffer so badly from  
it they’ll refuse to sit in row 13 on a plane, 
skip the 13th step on staircases, or lock 
themselves indoors on the 13th of the 
month in case some terrible accident 

befalls them… but even the most extreme 
triskaidekaphobe will find it difficult to resist 

the lure of the latest iPhones. 
This year’s iPhone 13 Pro – and its slightly 

larger brother the Pro Max – have the 
same A15 Bionic chip as the regular iPhone 

13, but they also get a five-core GPU to 
boost performance in games, video apps 
and the new camera features. Speaking  
of which, the 12MP cameras here are the 
most advanced found in any iPhone yet. 
The wide camera has a larger sensor, for 

less noise, more detail and better low-light 
shots; the ultrawide gains a new autofocus 
system that unlocks macro photography; 

and the telephoto is bumped up to 3x 
optical zoom. 

And while you’re gawping at your pics, 
you’ll be glad of the Super Retina XDR 
display with ProMotion, which means a 

120Hz refresh rate – but only when you 
need it, because it’ll adapt to whatever 

you’re doing. Even if you’re hiding in a 
cupboard until the 13th is over.

As hot as… turning your toaster up to 13
from £949 / apple.com

GET UNLUCKY 
Apple iPhone 13 Pro

HOT 
FIVE
#1

Stretch  
out and sate

Despite all those goodies 

inside, the new iPhones last 

longer too. Apple’s wizardry 

has increased the battery  

life of the Pro and Pro Max 

by 1.5 and 2.5 hours 

respectively. 

Bokeh 
computer

Apple has added a new 

Cinematic video mode that 

lets you shoot videos with  

a shallow depth of field and 

switch the point of focus  

at any point – even 

after filming. 
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ALL THE 
BIGGEST 

STORIES FROM 
PLANET TECH

I’m notch, 
your hero

You probably wouldn’t 

notice unless we told you, but 

the notch is 20% smaller than 

before. It’s slightly narrower, 

so doesn’t stretch so far 

into the corners, but  

a bit deeper. 

Welcome to 
the boom, Sierra

The Pro Max has a bigger 

screen and battery but the 

storage options are the same, 

from 128GB to 1TB. It comes in 

the same colours: Graphite, 

Gold, Silver and this 

new Sierra Blue. 
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This time last month, the iPad Mini was a 
dinky take on the standard iPad. Yawn. But 
Apple’s 2021 version rethinks the device 

as a teeny iPad Air – because the Air is  
a winner and a lot of people prefer their 

tablets to be small packages. 
The all-new iPad Mini gets a price-hike, but 
then you do get a lot for the extra 80 quid. 
There’s a blazing-fast A15 chip (the same 
one that powers the dizzyingly powerful 
iPhone 13 Pro Max) that obliterates the 
competition, while the new enclosure 

minimises bezels and eradicates the Home 
button once and for all. Touch ID heads to 
the power button and the enlarged 8.3in 
Liquid Retina display makes everything 
look fantastic with 500-nit brightness, 

True Tone and P3 wide colour. 
You also get a USB-C port for plugging the 

tiny tablet into high-end kit, stereo audio  
in landscape, and improved cameras that 

boost your snaps and support Centre 
Stage when on video calls. Add in 5G and 

2nd-gen Apple Pencil support, and you’ve 
a pro-grade iPad in a miniature slab that 

won’t terrify your backpack straps. 
As hot as… finding a hydrothermal vent  

in your goldfish bowl
from £479 / apple.com

SWEET LITTLE 
SLICK SCREEN

Apple iPad Mini (2021) 

HOT 
FIVE
#2

File keep  
it with mine

Like the iPad Air and Pro, the 

Mini runs on iPadOS 15, which 

brings widgets to the home 

screen. The App Library lets 

you declutter your screen 

by filing app icons  

into groups. 

Greener is  
a punk rocker

The new Mini’s case is made 

of 100% recycled aluminum, 

which brings it in line with 

every current iPad. It’s part  

of the company’s plan to 

hit net zero climate 

impact by 2030. 
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WATCH SERIES 7
Given Apple’s ongoing 

merciless dominance of 

the smartwatch market, 

it’s not hard to imagine it 

getting lazy. But while the 

Apple Watch Series 7 isn’t 

a radical reinvention, it’s 

not an insignificant update 

either. The display is 20% 

bigger than that of the 

Series 6, and Apple has 

designed new faces that 

make the most of the 

extra real estate; plus it’s 

70% brighter than the S6. 

Apple says the screen is 

more crack-resistant 

than ever, while an IP6X 

rating should make it 

nearly invincible to dust.

£tba

iPHONE 13
We loved the iPhone 12,  

so much so that it’s been 

our No1-ranked phone  

for months. It’s too early  

to say if this year’s ‘basic’ 

iPhone is the one to go for 

again, but we know it has 

the same A15 Bionic chip 

that lives inside the 13 Pro.  

And while the 6.1in (5.4in if 

you go Mini) Super Retina 

XDR OLED display doesn’t 

feature 120Hz support like 

its pricier counterpart, it is 

28% brighter than that of 

the 12. Chuck in a smaller 

notch plus better cameras 

and stamina, and it smells 

like another winner. 

from £779  

(Mini from £679 )

MORE NEW 
APPLE KIT

Cam out 
swinging 

Using a Mini as a camera 

looks a bit less ridiculous than 

when you whip out a full-size 

tab and start snapping. The 

new version has updated 

12MP cameras front 

and back. 
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Extreme sports are all about pushing 
yourself. Can you pedal faster, skate 

harder, break more bones? For nearly  
20 years now GoPro has been on a similar 
mission to always go one better – and the 

Hero10 Black wants to push everything 
further again. 

With LCD screens front and back to make 
things easier to frame, it looks pretty much 
identical to the Hero9, but the speedy new 
GP2 chip inside takes its shooting prowess 

to the next level: you can now capture 
video at up to 5.3K at 60fps or 4K at 

120fps, or 8x slow-mo at 2.7K, while stills 
top out at 23MP. HyperSmooth 4.0 

stabilisation should keep the gnarliest 
footage steady, with the horizon-levelling 

limit increased from 27º to 45º. 
Low-light performance has also been 

improved, so you’ll see less noise in your 
dusky footage. And of course, you can’t 

spend every minute of the day being 
extreme, so the Hero10 also has a webcam 
mode. That means you can use it for your 

monthly board meeting on Zoom too. 
As hot as… extreme board meetings

£380 / gopro.com

NEVER RADDER 
DREAM CAM TRUE

GoPro Hero10 Black

HOT 
FIVE
#3

What’s the first name that comes into  
your head when someone mentions 

cereal? Weetabix, probably, despite their 
dreariness. What about vacuum cleaners? 

That’s got to be ol’ Henry, no? And when 
the conversation turns to noise-cancelling 

headphones – regardless of how many 
now flood the market – surely none are 
more iconic than the QuietComfort 35s. 
It’s surprising, then, that it’s taken Bose 

this long to make a sequel. 
The new cans feature two modes: Quiet  
is obviously the noise-cancelling setting, 

and we’re going to stick our necks out  
and predict that Bose’s ANC wizardry is 
still leading the way; while Aware mode 

switches to full transparency. It looks like 
the usual plastic build, but if the QC45s are 
as comfy as their predecessors then we’re 

fine with that. 
With 24 hours of battery life they should 

see you through a long-haul flight and 
beyond – and with that sort of travelling 

now becoming a possibility once again, the 
QC45s might have landed just in time. 

As hot as… chili con Weetabix 
£320 / bose.co.uk

THE CROWNED 
OF SILENCE  

Bose QuietComfort 45

HOT 
FIVE
#4

Getting away 
with murmur 

Bose’s NCH 700s are great 

at isolating your voice on calls, 

and it seems the QC45s will 

similarly use beamforming 

mics to focus on what 

you’re saying and  

kill the hubbub.
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Squeeze, 
don’t touch

Bose has opted to stick with 

its familiar button controls 

rather than the touch-pads  

of the NCH 700s, and we’re 

very much on the “If it  

ain’t broke” side of  

that argument.
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Given the flurry of Nintendo-themed Lego 
sets released this past year – from Lego 
Super Mario (and the Luigi two-player 
update) to the Lego NES – fans of both 
brands must think all their birthdays have 
come at once. But the partnership’s latest 
celebrates an actual birthday. 

The Lego Super Mario 64 ? Block uses its 
2064 pieces to recreate the genre-defining 
platformer Super Mario 64 – now 25 years 
young – in blocky form. The set begins as  
a massive brick-built ‘?’ block that opens  
to reveal four microscale dioramas of some  
of the game’s most iconic levels: Peach’s 

Castle, Bob-omb Battlefield, Lethal Lava 
Trouble and Cool, Cool Mountain. 

Microfigures are dotted about, including 
Princess Peach and an absurdly tiny Mario. 
As a bonus, you can even fire up dead-eyed 
Mario (or his brother) from the Lego Super 
Mario sets and they’ll react to discovering 
hidden Power Stars – along with parping 
familiar sounds from the game. We must 
also insist that no building may commence 
before you’ve racked up a Super Mario 64 
medley on YouTube. Just the rules. 
As hot as… Bowser’s morning breath
£160 / lego.com

BLOCKY MOUNTIN’ HIGH
Lego Super Mario 64 ? Block

HOT 
FIVE
#5

Next fig thing
When we mentioned 

our longing for a brick-built 

plumber while reviewing Lego 

Super Mario, we were thinking 

of something a bit bigger than 

this… but we do like the look 

of that King Bob-omb 

microfig.
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V I T A L S T A T S

Sonos Beam 2  
£449 / sonos.com

BEAM ME UP,  
SQUATTY

to spot the difference. It’s still  

a rounded-off rectangle, albeit 

with a slightly tweaked grille, and  

it still packs four full-range drivers,  

a central tweeter, three passive 

radiators and five Class D amps. 

What’s changed is the way these 

are controlled. The processing now 

coordinates playback across five 

arrays instead of three, the extra 

two being dedicated to surround 

and height information for that 

tingly Atmos separation.

Bring on the dancing sources
Towering sound is a fine way to 

immerse yourself in cinema, but 

you’ll need the right feed to make 

the most of it. Helpfully, next-gen 

HDMI eARC means the new Beam 

supports higher-quality audio from 

your TV. You’ll have to wait before 

diving into those party bangers, 

though: Sonos says support for 

Dolby Atmos Music is coming later 

this year. It’s also planning to get on 

with Amazon Music’s lossless Ultra 

HD format.

My smarts will go on
Aside from the whole Atmos thing, 

the Beam 2 has all the smarts  

that made the first edition such  

a winner, including far-field mics 

with echo-cancellation for reliable 

voice control, Trueplay tech for 

acoustic room-tuning, and plenty 

of tinkering options in the app. 

If you’re still searching for 
immersive TV sound from 
a compact source, Sonos  
is back to raise the bar…

Dancing off the ceiling
We were a bit bowled over by the 

original Beam back in 2018. Small, 

smart and surprisingly affordable, 

the cinematic soundbar slipped 

into our living rooms and grabbed 

Gadget of the Year honours. Now 

its successor is here to shame 

your TV’s tinny tweeters all over 

again… with added Dolby Atmos. 

Another grille, another planet
Put the Sonos Beam 2 alongside 

its predecessor and you’ll struggle  

IT PACKS THE 
SAME DRIVERS, 
BUT WITH NEW 
PROCESSING 
FOR TINGLY 
DOLBY ATMOS 
SEPARATION

The grille is 

polycarbonate  

for enhanced 

audio and easier 

cleaning than 

fabric.
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AFFORDABLE 
ATMOS BARS

LG SL9YG
Virtual surround sound might 
trick your ears, but it takes bass  
for full-body immersion. LG’s 
wall-mountable bar ships with  
a separate sub for extra wireless 
whump-whump.
£380 / lg.com

JBL Bar 5.0 MultiBeam
JBL’s MultiBeam simulates the 
Atmos effect with a standard 
five-driver setup. Automatic 
calibration takes care of the 
tinkering, tuning its output to  
suit your room.
£350 / uk.jbl.com

Sony HT-X8500
Unless you’re a sonic superhero, 
you can’t hear with your 
peepers. Luckily, Sony’s slim  
but punchy oblong with Vertical 
Surround Engine is easy on both 
the ears and the eyes.
£350 / sony.co.uk

Hanging on the telly cones

PHILIPS OLED+986
In a world that has given us Under Pressure and Lego Star Wars, we’d 

perhaps stop short of calling Philips and Bowers & Wilkins the greatest 
collaboration of them all, but it’s up there. And once again, the two 

experts in their respective fields have teamed up to bring us this year’s 
most desirable gogglebox: the OLED+986. This 65in range-topper 
features an Evo OLED panel with 20% better peak brightness than  

last year’s sets, a 5th-gen P5 processor, HDMI 2.1, Ambilight on all sides 
and support for all the HDR standards you’d expect. But it’s that B&W 

soundbar that really catches the eye, with its ‘tweeter on top’ and three 
4in Continuum-coned drivers. Expect the price to be… aspirational. 

£tba / philips.co.uk

Hope for the stressed

FITBIT CHARGE 5
If you often find yourself biting your nails, tearing out your hair and 
stabbing a weirdly realistic voodoo doll of your boss, there’s a good 

chance you’re stressed. Need more proof? This is the first Fitbit Charge 
to feature an EDA sensor, which monitors how your body responds to 

stress and offers tips on how to manage it. That’s in addition to 24/7 
heart-rate monitoring, an ECG and sleep tracking, plus metrics in the 
app for breathing rate, skin temperature and SpO2, while built-in GPS 

lets you track runs and 20 other exercises. Subscribe to Fitbit Premium 
and it’ll even tell you the best time to pull on your trainers and when you 

should probably remain horizontal. If you say so, Fitbit.
£170 / fitbit.com
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DON’T 

MISS 

THIS

Don’t go out and get a haircut – you’ll just end 
up regretting it, like Jake here. Stay in and 

watch these new-to-streaming treats instead…

Curb Your Enthusiasm
It’s now been over 20 years since 
Larry David’s sitcom about being 
Larry David first aired, but it’s  
still one of the funniest things  
on telly – perhaps due to the fact 
that we only get a new series when 
Larry feels like making one. If you 
like awkward social situations and 
brilliantly crafted comedic setups, 
get back on board.
S11 / date tba, Now/Sky

You
Netflix’s stalker thriller is trash,  
you might well say, but we say  
it’s premium bingeworthy trash  
of the type that only Netflix can 
provide… and it’s back for a third 
season, in which obsessive creep 
Joe and his new wife and baby 
attempt to live a normal life among 
the tech bros and Insta influencers 
of northern California. 
S3 / 15 Oct, Netflix

Invasion
We’ve enjoyed/endured countless 
alien invasion stories through films, 
TV, books and games; but Apple’s 
new series promises a fresh 
approach thanks to multiple 
plotlines taking place all over  
the globe. Sam Neill is among  
a cast that covers every continent, 
offering different perspectives on 
what an ET arrival might look like.
S1 / 22 Oct, Apple TV+

I Know What You  
Did Last Summer
The 1990s are so in right now – just 
look at teenage boys’ haircuts. So 
Amazon has revitalised this classic 
1997 teen horror flick, spinning  
it out into a series in which, yes,  
a killer knows what a bunch of 
youths got up to the previous year 
and is going to do something about 
it. With a big knife, probably.
S1 / 15 Oct, Amazon Prime Video

Succession
Delayed by the pandemic, the  
long-awaited third season of what 
might currently be the best series 
about the worst people is finally 
arriving in October. Succession 
charts the power struggle within  
a grasping New York media family 
that definitely isn’t inspired by the 
Murdochs. Comedy-dramas don’t 
get better, or darker.
S3 / 18 Oct, Now/Sky

Black Widow
Haven’t already shelled out £20  
to stream it early? Congratulations 
on your commendable restraint: 
you can now watch this Marvel 
blockbuster as part of a regular 
Disney+ sub. Scarlett Johansson’s 
spy and sometime Avenger returns 
to the motherland for a tricky family 
reunion, pursued by a mysterious 
foe dead set on taking her down.
Film / 6 Oct, Disney+

The Guilty Film / 1 Oct, Netflix

This Netflix movie has some top-grade DNA. With director Antoine Fuqua (Training Day) 

working off a script by Nic Pizzolatto (True Detective) and Jake Gyllenhaal leading a cast 

that also features Paul Dano and Ethan Hawke, we’re expecting great things from this 

crime thriller (OK, so it’s a Hollywood remake of a Danish film, but Hollywood remakes 

are always great, aren’t they…?). It sees Gyllenhaal’s 911 operator receive a call from a 

terrified woman, flipping open a Pandora’s box of shocking revelations.
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IT’S BEEN BUILT  
TO CELEBRATE 
JAMES BOND’S  
25TH OFFICIAL 

ON-SCREEN 
OUTING

from £105,395 / landrover.co.uk

That’s not an Aston Martin.
With observation skills like that, 
you should sign up for spy school. 
But 007 knows how to off-road, 
and Land Rover has a long lineage 
in the trigger-happy franchise, 
stretching all the way back to  
The Living Daylights. The mean 
black-on-black one above? It’s 
been built to celebrate the 25th 
official on-screen outing of Britain’s 
second-best secret agent (after 
Johnny English).

Cool, how many ejector seats?
Sadly, none. Unlike the tricked-out 
Defenders seen fleeing from evil 
types in No Time To Die, the V8 
Bond Edition goes easy on the 
gadgets in favour of performance. 
Instead of rocket launchers or a 
thumbtack dispenser, it’s packing 
the same engine as the ‘standard’ 
Defender V8: a supercharged  
5.0-litre number good for 0-60mph 
in 4.9 seconds. Ideal for slipping out 
of trouble on the school run.

Speedy. But why so much black?
To match the colour of Bond’s soul 
after cold-heartedly bumping off 
so many foes? Or just because  
it looks so gangster. Either way,  
it comes with an Extended Black 
Pack that imbues the Bond Edition 
with plenty of understated menace. 
That includes 22in gloss black alloy 
wheels… and bright blue front brake 
callipers, which apparently didn’t 
get the ‘any colour as long as it’s 
black’ memo. 

When can I get one from Q Branch?
Blowing your cover with a bespoke 
4x4 isn’t like buying a hatchback: it 
takes time and tailoring, like a fine 
tux. Only 300 will be made, and 
just 15 of them will be sold in the 
UK, with prices starting north of 
£100k. A little rich for your liking? 
You could always invest in a classic 
Land Rover Series III, which also 
appears in the new film – and  
is available for about a tenth of  
the price.

LAND ROVER DEFENDER 
V8 BOND EDITION

I C O N
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Give me shimmerin’ tonic

LENOVO TAB P12 PRO
Apple’s new iPad Mini might be front-page news in the Tablet Times this 
month, but turn to the Android section and Lenovo also has something 

tempting to show off. The Tab P12 Pro’s 12.6in 2560x1600 AMOLED 
display offers up to 600 nits of brightness and supports HDR10+ and 
Dolby Vision, with a huge 10,200mAh battery that can manage a 17hr 

video marathon before conking out. Four JBL-tuned speakers take care 
of the sounds, and if you really must do some work there’s a magnetic 

keyboard and a stylus that doubles as a remote. With the QWERTY 
attached it weighs around 1kg (565g without), and you can choose 

from 5G or Wi-Fi-only versions. Lenovo news really is good news, then. 
from €899 / lenovo.com

Feeling super-conic

LG XBOOM 360
DJ Jazzy Jeff & the Fresh Prince didn’t need a wireless speaker to shake 

the room. But for those not blessed with smooth, individual, always 
original rhymes, LG’s Xboom 360 is a solid alternative. Styled like a sci-fi 
traffic cone, the Xboom’s conical form houses a 5.25in bass woofer and 
a 2in titanium-horned tweeter. With 120W of power, the result is 360° 

sound to get the portable party started – and with 10hr battery life,  
it’ll be quite the shindig. Fancy yourself as a DJ? Pump up the volume, 

launch the partner app for sample mixing, and deploy one of three 
mood-lighting presets to get the Xboom’s illuminated core glowing  

in sync. Boom shake the room indeed.
£399 / lg.com

Mela  £4.49 / iOS

Tired of making the same old dishes? 
Annoyed that cookbooks don’t feel written 
specifically for you? Mela deftly deals with 
such issues by combining a recipe manager 
with an RSS feed.

This means that, while you can use its 
built-in browser to visit favourite sites, 
clipping and editing recipes to add to your 
growing collection, you can also subscribe 
to recipe website feeds. On a daily basis, 
you’ll get loads of new ideas from favourite 
sources for zero effort.

Venture into the real world and Mela can 
help there too, whether scanning recipes 
from actual books or populating Reminders 
with ingredients for whatever you fancy 
making next. Sadly, it won’t do the actual 
cooking for you. 

 DROP 
EVERYTHING 
& DOWNLOAD
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When a new instalment for  

a series shows up without  

a colon or number, you know  

it’s a sign of a reboot. So almost 

a decade after Saints Row IV, 

Volition has decided to shake  

off the ‘GTA clone’ associations 

of its open-world gangster 

simulator with a new and slightly 

more grown-up identity.

Gone, then, are the 3rd Street 

Saints – as are fighting with 

oversized sex toys, plus the 

stratospherically over-the-top 

superpower tricks of the last 

entry. Saints Row is a fresh start 

set in a new location, Santo Ileso, 

as you play The Boss – who has 

decided to make their mark on 

this city by building their own 

criminal empire.

But while the cinematic reveal 

appears to have cemented the 

four main characters, including 

one permanently shirtless chap 

who fancies himself as a TV chef, 

full player customisation for The 

Boss is still present. That includes 

race and gender, and you’ll even 

be able to drop into online co-op 

with other Bosses.

As you try to take over each of 

the nine districts of Santo Ileso, 

you’ll be able to finance your 

gang’s activities by setting up 

fronts for illegal businesses, and 

you’ll need all the ammunition 

you can get to take down the 

city’s three main criminal rivals. 

It also sounds like the driving will 

be getting a big overhaul, with 

some inspiration taken from 

Baby Driver.

Despite reservations from  

the old fanbase, Saints Row feels 

like a much-needed refresh for 

the series. When it launches 

next February, it may just fill  

the GTA 6 hole that Rockstar 

doesn’t seem to be rushing to  

fill any time soon.

FIRST LOOK SAINTS ROW PS5, PS4, XSX, XB1, PC
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BACK 4 BLOOD 
PS5, PS4, XSX, XB1, PC
What better way to survive a zombie 
apocalypse than with the people behind 
Left 4 Dead? The beta showed plenty  
of promise, from its colourful cast to its 
deck-building mechanics. When it comes 
out on 12 October you can even play with 
friends on other platforms.

PROJECT ZERO:  
MAIDEN OF BLACK WATER 
PS5, PS4, XSX, XB1, Switch, PC
Originally released on Wii U and therefore 
played by about 10 people, this Japanese 
survival horror is coming to other platforms 
on 28 October. Playing on a handheld 
Switch like you’re clutching a camera to 
fend off ghosts feels like the definitive way.

HOUSE OF ASHES 
PS5, PS4, XSX, XB1, PC
This third instalment in the Dark Pictures 
horror anthology is set during the Iraq War, 
as five characters are trapped underground 
and being hunted by monsters (which the 
marketing seems to delight in spoiling). 
Expect multiple endings, since your choices 
will affect who survives or dies.

OCTOBER
 GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY
METROID DREAD
BATTLEFIELD 2042

NOVEMBER
FORZA HORIZON 5
FINAL FANTASY XIV: ENDWALKER

DECEMBER
HALO INFINITE
DYING LIGHT 2

BEST OF SPOOKY GAMES FOR HALLOWEEN

FIRST LOOK OKEY DOKEV, PIG IN A POKEY

INCOMING

How to explain the K-pop 
sugar rush that is DokeV?  
On the most basic level it’s 
South Korea’s answer to 
Pokemon from Pearl Abyss, 
the developers behind the 
billion-dollar-grossing MMO 
Black Desert Online. This 
creature-collecting game, 

however, is going to be an 
open-world action adventure. 
And what a gorgeous world it 
looks like, where you play as a 
baby-faced tyke with gaudier 
fashion sense than the inklings 
of Splatoon.

Where DokeV differs from 
Pokemon is that its battles 
against extra-dimensional 
beings are in real time as you 
summon powerful critters 

known as Dokebi, who can 
take the form of animals, 
plants or inanimate objects. 
Your own character can also 
get involved with appropriately 
kiddy weapons, including  
a bubble-gun, a giant mallet, 
and even bouncing around  
on a spacehopper.

But what has us most 
pumped here – besides the 
ridiculously catchy theme 

song – is how you can choose 
to traverse this world, whether 
it’s cycling around or riding  
a strange creature, switching 
from skateboard to Jet Set 
Radio-style nitro-boosting 
rollerblades, and even being 
able to grapple thin air like  
in Monster Hunter Rise. It 
almost looks too good to  
be true, but count us hyped  
to find out more.

DOKEV 
PS5, PS4, XSX, XB1, PC
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Ooooh, a new Porsche. It looks, 

erm, potent…

Too right. How does 1073bhp from 
an 800kW electrical drivetrain 
sound? And one that can be 
charged from 5% to 80% in just  
15 minutes for that matter? It’s  
a proper weapon… but one that’s 
destined for the racetrack only. 
And that’s if it even makes it that 
far, as the Mission R is just an 
extremely handsome concept  
for now.

That’s a shame, but how would 

we get a go in one?

Well, Porsche is planning a 
customer race series for 2025, 
whereby very well-heeled fans 
purchase one of these beasts  
and then get to compete in  
a Carrera Cup-esque racing 
season of globe-trottin’, 
champagne-poppin’ action.  
So engineers have developed  
this beast to run for 30-40mins 
before its batteries run dry. 

This all sounds highly expensive 

and unattainable.

Of course it is. The Mission R has 
cost millions to develop – but  
like so many things in the upper 
echelons of the racing world, you 
have to see it as a halo product, 
whose tech will trickle down to 
potential future customer cars. 
After all, there’s still a big question 
mark hanging over the upcoming 
Boxster and Cayman models, 
which many people believe could 
go fully electric.

So might this be a preview of the 

upcoming Cayman?

We don’t want to mislead anyone, 
but the Mission R is small and 
purposeful, much like the Boxster 
and Cayman… and there’s also  
the addition of the clever motor 
technology found in the much 
larger Taycan Turbo S, which has 
been cleverly shoehorned into 
this compact package – proving  
it can be done. 

THERE GOES  
THE SPHERE
This is the Audi 
Grandsphere 
concept, and it’s  
as close to a private 
jet for the road as 
money can buy…  
or will be able to buy 
when they hurry  
up and make it. This 
monolith of luxury 
is clever too, with 
Level 4 autonomy 
allowing the driver 
to relax and enjoy 
the CinemaScope 
TV screens. 

MOTORRAD’S 
RAD MOTO
It’s a… scooter? 
Scrambler? Monkey 
bike? All three? 
We’re not entirely 
sure what the BMW 
Concept CE 02 is, 
but it aims to bridge 
the gap between an 
entry-level scooter 
and a learner-legal 
motorcycle. It’ll  
do 55 miles on  
a charge and, hey 
kids, you can use  
a skateboard as  
a footrest!

A LIFE MORE 
ORDINARY
Oh, here comes  
yet another shiny 
electric VW… well, 
yes, but the ID.Life  
is an EV that’s set  
to cost about the 
same price as a 
petrol-driven Polo 
does now… and  
its 172kW (234hp) 
electric motor 
means this cute 
number accelerates 
from 0 to 62mph  
in just 6.9 seconds. 
Cheap thrills indeed. 

Porsche Mission R

R FRENZY ’LECTRIC

NEWS DASHBOARD£tba / porsche.com

Extra touches  
include 3D-printed  

seat pads contoured  
to each driver’s cheeks, 
and a helmet-holder  

with disinfectant  
spray built in. 

W H E LE S
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Black tie white noise-cancelling

MARSHALL MOTIF ANC
Even if you had ears the size of manholes we wouldn’t recommend 

sticking a guitar amp inside them. Marshall’s new Motif ANC true 
wireless earphones, though? That’s a different story. As the legendary 

company’s first in-ears to offer active noise-cancellation, their 6mm 
drivers promise to deliver epic sound, although the companion app’s 
EQ settings should let you tailor that to suit your tastes. Including the 

charging case, the Motifs offer 20hrs of listening time with ANC on and 
26 without it. When they’re dead, just pop the case on a Qi wireless 

charger or plug it in using USB-C. The buds have IPX5 water-resistance, 
so even if you fall down a manhole they should keep rocking.

£170 / marshallheadphones.com

Nice gegs, shame about the Facebook

RAY-BAN STORIES
It used to be only spies and perverts who wore glasses with built-in 
cameras… but if Facebook and Ray-Ban have anything to do with it,  

soon we’ll all be wearing snooping specs. Weighing just 5g more  
than a standard pair and available in several styles, the Stories come  
with integrated open-ear speakers, a three-mic array and dual 5MP 

cameras for shooting stereoscopic stills or 1184x1184 videos that can 
be shared via the Facebook View app. A battery-boosting case means 

they’re good for 50 vids, and there’s a touch-panel for volume and song 
control. Reckon your gonzo goggles will fly under the radar? An LED 

alerts onlookers that you’re recording. Sorry, spies and perverts.
£299 / ray-ban.com

SKY Q’S HAD SOME  
VOICE COACHING
Sky has added some new skills to its 
voice-controlled remote. Now you can 
use it to launch apps such as Netflix, 
Disney+ and BBC iPlayer, or to go back 
to the home screen, which should save 
you a few clicks. You can also just say 
“Record” and it’ll tape whatever’s on the 
channel you’re watching. 

APTX BRINGS LOSSLESS  
QUALITY TO YOUR BUDS 
Qualcomm has launched aptX Lossless, 
a new tech that promises consistent CD 
quality audio (up to 16-bit 44.1kHz) over 
Bluetooth. It’ll appear in numerous new 
wireless headphones launched in 2022 
and initially work with phones that run 
later-generation Snapdragon chips. 
Better get your ears ready.

NA-NIGHT FOR YOUR  
RIGHT TO HOUSEPARTY 
For a brief period at the start of the  
first Covid lockdown, video chat app 
Houseparty was all the rage – but as 
with Saturday night Zoom quizzes, the 
rule of six and mandatory table service 
in pubs, its time is now up. It’s already 
gone from app stores and will be shut 
down completely in October.

RADIOHEADING  
TO YOUR PS5
Radiohead’s seminally gloomy Kid A 
and Amnesiac albums turned 20 and  
21 this year, so the band has created  
an ‘upside-down digital/analogue 
universe’ called Kid A Mnesia using  
the original artwork and recordings.  
It’ll be available to explore via Epic Games 
in November on PS5, PC and Mac.
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“I’M INTERESTED IN WHAT ABBA ARE 
DOING AND I CAN IMAGINE A BAND  
LIKE GORILLAZ USING HOLOGRAMS”

STUFF MEETS

Zane Lowe 
THE DJ, PRESENTER AND APPLE 
MUSIC CHIEF TALKS FESTIVALS, 
VULNERABILITY AND ABBATARS
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What excites 
me about 
spatial audio 
is that it feels 
like the start 
of something.

When it was launched in the 
summer, it was being put in  
the hands of the creators. 
Apple was saying: “This thing 
evolves with you, it comes to 
life based on the amount of 
investment, time and energy 
you put into it, and you will 
show us as music fans what’s 
possible.” It comes down to 
the relationship between the 
mix engineer and the artist, 
and it’s off to a great start. 

I envision music being created 
with spatial audio in mind. 
What’s interesting is the idea 
of creating within, as opposed  
to applying something after 
the fact. If you make music 
with spatial audio in mind, 
where do you take it? How 
does it affect the way you  
put the notes and the ideas 
together? In 5-10 years you’re 
going to have new artists who 
are just born into spatial, and 
they’re immediately absorbing 
that information. 

I think it has huge potential in 
the club scene too. 
The really forward-thinking 
electronic music producers are 
going to find a way to work in 
this space while keeping that 
really driving, linear dance 
music experience that you  
feel in your chest. A lot of  
this music is listened to  
in contained spaces with 
incredible sound systems,  
so imagine going to a club and 
being able to experience that. 

Good sound at festivals will 
always be a challenge.
It’s so tough for an artist and an 
engineer to deal with natural 
conditions and the frantic pace 

of trying to set things up that 
they would normally have an 
entire day to set up. It really is 
like a Formula 1 race. If you’re  
a rock band, having to deal with 
mics and amps and the wind 
changing shape… so much can 
go wrong. Part of the reason 
dance music started getting 
onto main stages years ago 
was because someone like 
Liam Howlett [of the Prodigy] 
had all his synths wired up and 
ready to go, so everything 
sounded incredible. My hope  
is that in the future we’ll get  
to a point where sound is front 
and centre of the experience, 
whoever’s playing. 

My conversations with artists 
have changed.
When I started out, a lot of the 
conversation was just about 
the music and the process;  
I never felt there was a huge 
desire to go beyond that. Now 
people want to present the full 

tapestry, to inspire through 
vulnerability and not just 
success or bravado. It’s given 
me the confidence to dial into 
parts of my life that I wanted to 
resolve. The ultimate goal for 
any interviewer is to have an 
interesting conversation that 
adds some value to people’s 
lives, something they can take 
away from it, otherwise we’re 
just filling space. 

What Abba are doing with 
holograms excites me. 
I’ve never been a huge fan of 
the idea of mass-producing 
holograms and sending  
them out on the road, but  
I’m interested in what Abba  
are doing and I can imagine  

a band like Gorillaz doing that 
at some point, figuring out a 
way to weave holograms into 
something that feels equal 
parts concert, art installation 
and technological experience. 
You could look at it as a way for 
artists to create and monetise 
without having to pretend to 
be the artist they once were,  
or as an opportunity to do 
something completely new 
that’s never been done before. 
It’s going to be like a futuristic 
Mamma Mia! I can’t wait. 

2021 has been great for music.
This year a few albums have 
really jumped out at me.  
I think Olivia Rodrigo made  
the pop album of the year,  
and I thought the Sault album 
was outrageously good. That 
made me want to go into the 
studio and make music. The 
Tyler, the Creator album was 
awesome because all I wanted 
all year was a straight-up rap 
record from him. And Dave, 
Little Simz and Arlo Parks all 
blew me away too. So loads 
from the UK! 
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When prioritising what we need for our homes, 
sensible things like chairs and vacuum cleaners  
can get in the way of our fantasies. Monitor Audio 
wants to keep those fantasies alive with the seventh 
generation of its bestselling Silver Series.

From bookshelf to home cinema room, the Silver 
Series 7G range will cover every aspect of your 
audiophile abode. The floorstanding centrepiece  
is the Silver 300 7G (£1450/pair), with RST II drivers 
for distortion-free listening even at wall-shaking 
volumes. Ready to perch on top are the Silver AMS 
7G (£650/pair), which work with Dolby Atmos to 
create room-filling 3D sound. Make some room for 
the Silver C250 7G (£600/pair), Silver FX 7G (£600) 
and Silver W-12 6G (£1100), and you’ve got a truly 
lifelike audio experience in your own living room. 

New real wood veneers keep things fresh, while 
revamped ABS feet increase stability – something 
we could all use after a hefty dose of bass. Go to 
monitoraudio.com to find out more.

HOW TO ENTER
Ready to be bathed in sonic bliss? For your 
chance to win this month’s competition, go 
to stuff.tv/win and answer this question: 
  
WHICH OF THESE SONGS  
WAS A 1980 HIT FOR  
DAVID ESSEX?
A… Silver Dream Machine 
B… Silver Lady 
C…  Silvers Are Doin’ It  

For Themselves

Terms & conditions: 1 Open to UK residents aged 18 or over.  
2 Entries close 11.59pm, 4 Nov 2021. 3 Prizes are as stated.  
4 Prizes are non-transferable. 5 Only one entry per person.  
Full Ts & Cs: kelsey.co.uk/competition-terms-conditions/ 
Promoter: Kelsey Publishing Ltd, The Granary, Downs Court, 
Yalding Hill, Yalding, Maidstone, Kent ME18 6AL.

HURRY!  
COMPETITION  

CLOSES  
4 NOVEMBER  

2021

WIN A £4K DREAM HOME HI-FI  
SETUP WITH MONITOR AUDIO!

PRIZE 
VALUE 
£4400!
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Try the range of FUJIFILM X Series cameras and lenses 
with free 48-hour kit loans to unleash your creativity

Masters
Creativityof

“If you own an APS-C DSLR and want to 
switch to a smaller, lighter mirrorless system, 
quite simply this is the camera for you.”

-Amateur Photographer

“The X-S10 is an easy 
camera to recommend for 
photographers of all kinds”

-DP Review

“X-S10 makes a 
lot of sense for 
a lot of people”

-Photography Blog

FUJIFILM-LOAN.COM
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F I R ST  T E ST  S A M S U N G  G A L A X Y  WAT C H 4  C L A S S I C

The fourth is strong 
with this one

amsung makes 

some of the best 

smartwatches in  

the world. So when 

it suddenly decides to change 

things up completely, we get  

a bit nervous. 

The Galaxy Watch4 Classic  
is the first Samsung watch with 
Google’s Wear OS software 
since the 2014 Gear Live. Do  

you remember 2014? Barely? 
Same here. 

We like to imagine Google 
came to Samsung with a bunch 
of flowers and a Bluetooth 
speaker dribbling out ballads, 
begging Samsung to take it 
back. And Google caved in to  
all its demands, letting Samsung 
turn this into a watch that keeps 
almost all the best bits of the 

Galaxy Watch3, but with added 
Wear OS clout.

Is the Galaxy Watch4 Classic 
miles better than last year’s 
Galaxy Watch3? No. Not yet, 
anyway. But the hope is that 
Wear OS is about to get a  
shot in the arm with renewed 
interest from third-party app 
builders. Google might even put 
in a bit of effort to ensuring its 

wearable OS doesn’t become  
a ghost town this time. 

But even now there’s loads  
to like in this watch. You get a 
rotating bezel controller and it’s 
great for run and gym tracking; 
both 42mm and 46mm versions 
have super-bright and sharp 
screens; and these watches feel 
faster and slicker than any Wear 
OS watch we’ve used… ever. 
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from £369 / stuff.tv/Watch4

Samsung and Google team up to take down the Apple Watch. But is bringing 

Wear OS to this fight like squaring up to a Sith Lord with a toy lightsaber?
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F I R ST  T E ST  S A M S U N G  G A L A X Y  WAT C H 4  C L A S S I C

Revenge of the swish
You get a clicky control wheel 

around the screen, as on the 

Galaxy Watch3. This is the main 

difference between the ‘Classic’ 

and the standard Galaxy Watch4. 

It’s one of our favourite features, 

but you do pay for it: Classics cost 

around £100 more. 

The fat-tum menace
The body composition monitor 

fires a weak electric signal around 

your body to work out how much 

fat and bone mass you have.  

We found it cruelly inaccurate 

compared to a smart scale… but 

maybe we just need to leave the 

pizzas in lockdown. 

The rise of sky-gawker
A 1000-nit screen means sunny 

days are no trouble, and it adjusts 

its intensity according to ambient 

light. There’s an always-on mode, 

but it drains the battery of our 

42mm watch pretty quickly; this 

feature is a better fit with the 

higher-capacity 46mm version. 

The source awakens
Samsung is big pals with Spotify. 

You can download playlists and 

podcasts right to the watch’s 

16GB memory (though only 

around half of that is free to fill). 

You can also transfer your own 

tracks via Galaxy Wearable, if you 

think Spotify is the devil. 

A new scope
There are a small stack of ways 

to analyse your heart here: an 

optical rate scanner, an ECG  

for heart health and a blood 

pressure monitor. Two snags: 

blood pressure isn’t enabled in 

the UK yet, and to use ECG you 

need a Samsung Galaxy phone.

1
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24 hours with 
the Samsung 
Galaxy Watch4
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Tech specs
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STUFF SAYS 
A true top-tier smartwatch…  
as long as you can put up with 
charging the thing every day

This is the best Wear OS watch in 
years: a greatest hits of Samsung 
watch design and Google watch 
software. And with any luck, it’ll only 
get better from here. We strongly 

recommend considering the larger 46m 
version, though, as the wee one just doesn’t 
last long enough between charges if you make 
use of its best features. @wwwdotandrew

 Samsung Health
The fitness app suite is 
why this watch feels so 
much like a Samsung 
product. It offers the 
essentials plus some  
neat extras like a virtual 
running coach and proper 
gym exercise modes. 

 Spotify
The Spotify app lets you 
download albums, playlists 
and podcasts for playback 
phone-free, if you have 
Spotify Premium. This was 
a Galaxy Watch3 feature 
that Samsung definitely 
needed to keep. 

 …and Bixby
This watch is so Samsung 
it has Bixby instead of 
Google Assistant. It lets 
you toggle settings or 
start exercise sessions 
with a voice command. 
But sending texts requires 
a Samsung phone.

 Google Maps
Yes, you get access to 
Google Maps. A phone is 
still required for directions,  
but the bezel is a great 
way to zoom in and out of 
maps without accidentally 
flicking your way back to 
the watch face.

The Watch4 can access different apps to other  
Wear OS devices. These are a few of the notables: 

Screen 1.2in 396x396 OLED (42mm),  
1.4in 450x450 OLED (46mm)
Processor Exynos W920 
OS Wear OS 3 Storage 16GB 
Battery 247mAh (42mm), 361mAh (46mm)
Weight 46.5g (42mm), 52g (46mm)

The arm-plyer strikes back
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So will it be Samsung, or the attack of the not-quite-clones?

Huawei Watch 3
£280 / stuff.tv/Huawei3

What’s the story? 

Welcome to the new era of Huawei. That 

means watches and phones walking 

further away from Google and Android, 

running software called HarmonyOS.  

But this doesn’t mean owners of other 

Androids can’t use the Watch 3: it works 

just fine with non-Huawei phones. 

Is it any good? 

You gotta have faith to get a Huawei 

Watch 3 right now. Samsung may have 

jumped platforms, but its ‘new’ one has 

been around for years; HarmonyOS really 

is new, and some of its features are still  

in development. There’s loads of potential 

here, but some parts grate: it pushes  

you towards using Huawei Music for 

streaming, for example, instead of a 

service people actually know. However, 

this is a split-personality watch in the 

best possible way. It lasts a couple of 

days as a full-on smartwatch, or the best 

part of two weeks as a fitness watch in its 

Ultra-long Battery Life mode. 

KEY SPECS

Screen 1.43in 466x466 OLED

OS HarmonyOS 2.0 Storage 16GB

Apple Watch Series 6
£379 / stuff.tv/WatchS6

What’s the story? 

The Apple Watch Series 6 sits where 

Samsung wants to be. It’s massively 

popular, has a vibrant app ecosystem  

and is synonymous with ‘smartwatch’  

for many. Every other maker in this 

market wishes it had half the success  

of the Watch S6. 

Is it any good? 

All that success doesn’t come from 

nowhere, even for Apple. It has easily  

the strongest app library among 

smartwatches; it has one of the best 

wrist-worn heart-rate scanners, and  

an ECG feature for heart health. You don’t 

get a body composition mode to tell you 

you’re out of shape, but the rest is here. 

Of course, you’ll need an iPhone, which 

rules out this watch for many. And, just 

like the 42mm Samsung Galaxy Watch4 

Classic, its battery life of a day and a bit 

may prove a turn-off for some. It’s great, 

just a little high-maintenance. 

KEY SPECS

Screen 1.78in 448x368 OLED (44mm), 

1.57in 394x324 OLED (40mm)

OS watchOS 7 Storage 32GB

Garmin Venu 2
£292 / stuff.tv/Venu2

What’s the story? 

Crank up the fitness dial, tone down the 

general smartwatch stuff and you end up 

with something like the Garmin Venu 2. 

The Venu range was made to attract the 

kind of folks who might be put off by 

Garmin’s hardcore fitness watches.  

This is a smaller, touchscreen-operated 

wearable, and has an OLED screen 

instead of the practical but dull-looking 

ones Garmin usually employs. 

Is it any good? 

If you’re mostly into exercise and fitness, 

this is a great alternative to a Galaxy 

Watch4 Classic. It lasts far longer off  

a charge – more than a week if you  

don’t keep the display on all day – and  

it has better support for third-party 

accessories such as heart-rate straps 

and foot-pods than any rival. There’s  

no ECG feature, however, and while 

Garmin has an app store there’s not  

all that much in it. Come for the sports, 

stay around for the low-fuss battery life. 

KEY SPECS

Screen 1.3in 416x416 OLED 

OS Garmin OS Storage 8GB

The alternatives: 
3 more smartwatches

Stuff says 
One for the brave, but there’s 
potential in this nascent system

Stuff says 
Still the go-to smartwatch… well,  
as long as you own an iPhone

Stuff says 
Don’t buy one for its watch features, 
but it’s hard to beat for fitness
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BEST FOR
WRISTY  
REBELS

BEST FOR
SPORTY  
TYPES

BEST FOR
iPHONE  
USERS



Sonic truth
The turntable’s straight 
tonearm and belt-drive 
motor allow it to deliver 

an open, faithful 
sound.

Chat power 
Want to ask for 

something from your 
library? The VINYL 
500 is compatible 

with Alexa.

STUFF PROMOTION

Yamaha’s streaming deck makes all your music multiroom-ready

CROSSING THE 
VINYL FRONTIER

’CAST 
MEMBERSicture the scene: you 

pick out a treasured 

12-inch from your vinyl 

collection, slip it out  

of its sleeve, place it on your 

turntable, drop the needle and 

break out in a wide grin as your 

living room fills with the familiar 

strains of a beloved tune. Needle-

scratch sound: your reverie is 

cruelly shattered when you realise 

you’ve promised to rid the kitchen 

of washing-up before your other 

half gets home – and you have 10 

minutes to fulfil your pledge.

But fear not: with Yamaha’s 

range of MusicCast audio kit,  

the music can accompany you  

as you get sudsy with the sponge. 

The MusicCast VINYL 500 is a 

network-enabled turntable, able 

to livestream those warm vinyl 

sounds to any other MusicCast 

device in your home – or even 

your garden. From amps to 

soundbars, every model in the 

MusicCast range can link up for  

a rich multiroom experience, 

allowing your record collection  

to follow you around your home.

Wireless wonder
Cable spaghetti is nobody’s idea 

of audio heaven. But with the 

MusicCast VINYL 500, the days  

of turntables being held back by 

wires are long gone. 

While you can use Ethernet to 

hook it up to your home network, 

it also supports 2.4GHz and 5GHz 

Wi-Fi for fuss-free wireless 

connectivity – so there’s no 

chance of its sleek minimalist  

lines being spoilt by a tangle of 

wires. Equipped with a built-in 

preamp, the MusicCast VINYL  

500 can hook up directly to your 

existing amplifier or integrate into  

a networked MusicCast setup. It 

plays vinyl like a dream, of course, 

but its charms don’t end there: 

Spotify, Deezer, Qobuz, Tidal and 

other popular streaming services 

are built in, as well as Bluetooth 

and Apple AirPlay 2 – allowing you 

to control playlists with your phone 

and the MusicCast app.

So there you have it: a turntable 

that not only lavishes your vinyl 

with love but also lets you stream 

gleaming digital lossless tracks – in 

any room of your home. 

To find out more about the Yamaha 

MusicCast VINYL 500, visit  

uk.yamaha.com 

P There are over 30 
network-connected 
products in Yamaha’s 
MusicCast range. At  
the simple end of the 
scale, the MusicCast  
50 speaker has all you 
need to stream music 
out of the box: Spotify 
and Amazon Music  
HD support, AirPlay 2, 
Bluetooth, Wi-Fi and 
Alexa. To make use of 
your existing speakers, 
there’s the R-N803D 
receiver, a high-end 
wireless stereo amp  
with 145W per channel.



The designer dock
Native Union Drop

Non-slip silicone doesn’t scream premium 
style, but it turns out tread can be elegant. 

Drop your Qi-compatible phone on this 
grippy disc for refined recharging with  

zero slippage. Available in a choice of four 
hues to suit your decor, it also comes in  

an XL version for dual-gadget action.
from £45 / nativeunion.com

The potent plinth
Logitech Powered Stand

Like a watering can, Logitech’s Powered 
Stand has a bluntly descriptive name. And 

like a watering can, it packs the potential  
to give life. Rather than adding aqua to  
your anthuriums, though, it can zap all  

sorts of smartphones and other devices 
with up to 10W of wireless power. 

£55 / logitech.com

The portable pedestal
Mophie Snap+ Powerstation Stand

Truly wireless charging means no mains 
connection. Mophie’s prop-up powerbank 
promises exactly that: flip out the built-in 
stand and stick your iPhone 12 to the front 

for 7.5W MagSafe energy wherever you go. 
The 10,000mAh battery pack also plays 

nice with Qi-compatible devices.
£65 / zagg.com

The hovering holder
Anker PowerWave Magnetic 2-in-1 Stand

Holding your phone while you FaceTime is  
a one-way ticket to wrist-ache. For power 

and poise without paw pain, attach your 
iPhone 12 to this stand. The handset can be 
tilted and rotated to frame your face – and 

you can drop your AirPods case on the 
base for simultaneous charging.

£40 / uk.anker.com

The bamboo booster
Ikea Nordmärke Stand

Electricity doesn’t grow on trees, but wood 
makes a great base for your blower: stick  

it on this Scandi stand for greener juice.  
It’s hewn from renewable bamboo, and can 

support your phone in portrait or landscape. 
The sustainability of its 5W energy? That’s 

down to your supplier.
£13 / ikea.com

The adjustable assister
Moshi Lounge Q

It’s good to take the weight off after a long 
day of scrolling, so the laid-back Lounge Q 
lets your handset recline while it recharges. 

Curved rails mean the boosting backrest 
can be repositioned to suit all sizes – plus  

it supports sideways smartphones, if 
standing seems too much like hard work.

£70 / moshi.com

Keen to disconnect and 
recharge, Chris Rowlands  

cuts free from cables to  
find the finest sources  

of cordless current

The magic mat
Nomad Base Station Pro

Cats on mats don’t need careful alignment, 
and neither should your devices: drop up to 
three of them anywhere on this pad and it 
will automatically locate them, sending up 

to 7.5W to whichever of its 18 charging coils 
are required. So your phone will always sit 

on the sweet spot, just like Mr Tibbles.
£220 / nomadgoods.com

The rainbow refill
Razer Charging Pad Chroma

For a glow to match your gaming rig, you 
know it’s got to be Razer. Besides its 10W 

power and soft-touch top, this rainbow 
recharger comes with 10 RGB LEDs around 
its rim. Configured through Chroma Studio, 

these can shine in sync with the rest of 
your desktop setup.

€70 / razer.com

  1   Stand in

A lie-flat pad is fine if you leave your phone 
alone as it recharges. Can’t be without your 
social feeds? Opt for an upstanding dock, which 
makes continued scrolling a cinch. 

  2  Double down

If you’re blessed with several devices, choose  
a charger with adequate capacity. Many offer 
space for a pair of smartphones, while some 
feature dedicated docks for specific accessories.
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HOW TO 
DECIDE

WIRELESS 
CHARGERS



  3  Watt up

Wattage determines charging speed: 5W  
is typically the minimum, while most Qi pads 
pump juice at 10W. Want a brisker boost? The 
fastest docks deliver power at a speedy 15W.

  4  Lock on

A MagSafe stand can defy gravity, gluing your 
iPhone 12 in place using sheer magnetism. Some 
docks ship with stick-on circles that allow you 
to similarly magnetise the back of any handset.

UPVOTED
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The triple topper-upper
Belkin Boost Charge Pro

Styled like a satellite receiver, Belkin’s combo 

booster can’t tune in to signals from space. 

What it can do is pump electrons to an array 

of Apple devices. The bigger disc does for 

your iPhone 12, while the smaller suspended 

circle shoots juice to a Watch; add an AirPods 

case to the base of the stainless steel stem to 

complete the trio. And because it works with 

MagSafe cases, you’ll get the fastest possible 

iPhone charging rate of 15W.

£140 / belkin.com



DIGITAL EDITION

Available from shop.kelsey.co.uk/stuff  
plus Readly and Pocketmags



AUDIO GUIDE

From noise-killing cans to smart speakers and multiroom sprawls,  
you deserve a level of sonic splendour that only the finest audio 

equipment can deliver – so get lost in music and let Stuff ’s buying 
guide turn your listening sessions up to 11… or possibly even 12

N E W  R A D 
V E N T U R E S  
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OVER-EAR 
OVERKILL 

p38
Tap out of the  
real world for  
a sec and be 

transported into 
your sacred place 
with these classy 

head-huggers. 

PORTABLE 
PARTY  

p42
Pack the fun  

in your bag with 
entertainment 

provided by 
mighty boomers 

that aren’t tied  
to the mains.

MEGA 
MULTIROOM 

p46
Music that follows 

you around the 
house could be 

the final piece of 
furniture you 
never knew  
you needed.

IN-EAR 
STRENGTH 

p40
Sonic marvels the 

size of marbles 
are common 

nowadays, but 
these are the 

ones you want to 
call your buddies.

CHATTER 
BOXES  

p44
Smart speakers 

with built-in voice 
assistants put you 
in command… plus 
you can ask them 
to set a timer for 

your eggs.

HI-FIDELITY 
HITS  
p48

If sound quality 
comes first, that 
no longer means 
having room for  
a sofa or money 

for food has to 
come second.

VINYL 
VICTORIES 

p50
Don’t call it a 

comeback: the 
black stuff never 

went away, it’s 
just learned some 

21st-century  
tricks at last.
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When it comes to losing yourself in your favourite tunes, 
you can’t beat a proper pair of head-clamping cans… 
and you can’t go wrong with any of these potent pairs 

P H I L I P S 
F I D E L I O  L 3

Key specs

 40mm drivers  ANC  

 32/38hrs, USB-C charging 

 Bluetooth 5.1  360g

STUFF SAYS For those who value balance and tonal 
accuracy, the L3s are easy to recommend 

£250 / stuff.tv/L3

AUDIO GUIDE

t’s hard to move  

for the number of 

true wireless buds 

available these days, but 

anyone who really loves  

their music knows over-ears 

remain the go-to if you’re 

after the very best sound 

quality… and the first Fidelio 

cans in five years are a great 

reminder of that.

The circular earcups make 

the L3s look a little on the big 

side, but it’s actually a bit of  

an optical illusion. While they 

are able to accommodate the 

larger-lugged wearer, they’re 

surprisingly subtle and light, 

with very comfy leather 

cushioning and a headband 

that sits snugly over the top 

of your head. You can wear 

them for hours without any 

issues whatsoever.

There’s an accelerometer 

inside that will pause your 

music when you take them 

off and start again when you 

put them back off, but keep 

them off for long enough  

and they’ll also power down  

to preserve the battery life, 

which is 38hrs without active 

noise-cancelling and 32hrs 

with it switched on. The ANC 

NOW ADD THIS…
Astell&Kern A&ultima SP2000T 
Yes, you could buy eight pairs of L3 headphones for 
that price, but this is a portable audio player that’s 
not messing around. As well as a standard op-amp 
there’s also a valve amp inside, and you can choose 
between the two or a hybrid of both.
£1999 / astellkern.com

isn’t exactly class-leading  

but it feels natural and does  

a good job of taking the edge 

off of low traffic rumbles and 

background chit-chat – plus 

it’s easy to forget how much 

more passive sound reduction 

you get with over-ears than 

with buds. 

The L3s have been tuned 

beautifully, with a grown-up 

sound signature to suit their 

understated design. That’s 

not to say they’re boring  

or clinical, though: there’s 

impressive punch in the low 

end, an incredibly spacious 

yet focused midrange and 

crisp, well-judged treble.  

They might not be the most 

energetic performers but that 

creates an easy-going listen 

to match their comfortable 

design. You can listen to these 

headphones for hours.

Worth waiting five years 

for? Get a pair of these and 

the chances are you’ll barely 

take them off for five more.

Handle with pair
There are three buttons, 

one for power and two 

that control Bluetooth 

pairing, voice control  

and noise-cancelling 

modes.
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AUDIO-TECHNICA 
ATH-M50xBT2

These might not be the most 
compact over-ears, but what 
they lack in portability they 
make up for in other ways. 
Based on the legendary  
ATH-M50x studio ’phones 
(but with added Bluetooth 5), 
the aim of these closed-back 
cans is to reproduce songs 
just as the artist intended, so 
expect superb accuracy and 
clarity no matter what genre 
of music you feed them.  
If you’re the kind of person 
who forgets to charge stuff, 
their 50hr battery life also 
means you won’t have to do  
it all that often, with just 10 
minutes plugged in enough  
to keep them going for three 
extra hours.
£179 / audio-technica.com

SONY WH-1000XM4

It’s hard to find any more 
superlatives to describe 
Sony’s WH-1000XM4s,  
so large is the mountain  
of praise that has been 
heaped on these sublime 
noise-cancellers. Comfy to 
wear, with intelligent ANC  
and excellent audio quality, 
perhaps the one criticism  
you could level at them is  
that the design is a bit plain, 
but for most people that’s  
a good thing: headphones  
are wearable tech, which 
means ‘ostentatious’ is 
usually out. Oh, and they’re 
not waterproof, so you’ll  
want to keep them out of  
the rain. Apart from that, 
these ’phones are almost 
impossible to fault.
£279 / sony.co.uk

APPLE  
AIRPODS MAX

It’s fair to say there are  
no other headphones like  
the AirPods Max. Heavy, 
expensive and with a soft 
case that’s essential but 
barely fit for purpose, they 
come with serious caveats. 
But there’s also a lot to like 
about them. Rather than 
touch controls they use an 
enlarged Apple Watch-style 
digital crown, which works 
really well despite slightly 
awkward placement; the 
sound is rich and detailed,  
and the ANC is superb. OK, 
they’re not for everyone…  
but considering they’ll set 
you back more than a PS5 
with an extra controller, they 
were never going to be. 
£549 / apple.com

THE NATIONAL 
HIGH VIOLET 
(2010)
The album that 

turned the National 

from underground 

heroes to critical 

darlings, High Violet 

widened their scope 

and set them on  

the path to where 

they are now: a band 

capable of selling out 

arenas worldwide.

BON IVER 22, A 
MILLION (2016)
A world away from 

the stripped-back 

approach that made 

Justin Vernon’s Bon 

Iver project famous, 

22, A Million starts 

off sounding like a 

collection of ideas 

rather than fully 

formed songs, but 

gradually forms into 

something unique. 

KENDRICK 
LAMAR TO PIMP 
A BUTTERFLY 
(2015)
It’s hard to pick just 
one of the albums 
Lamar released in 
the 2010s, but as an 
example of his skill 
and urgent message 
about life in modern 
America, To Pimp a 
Butterfly just about 
takes it. 

TAME IMPALA 
CURRENTS 
(2015)
Kevin Parker’s Tame 
Impala is a one-man 
band, which makes 
this psych-pop 
album an even more 
impressive feat. Plus 
it includes the lines: 
“She was holding 
hands with Trevor, 
not the greatest 
feeling ever.” 

A L T E R N A T I V E L Y …

 NOW HEAR THIS… SOUNDS OF THE ’10s

Tapped under ice
Touch controls on the  

right cup control playback, 

volume and your phone’s 

voice assistant. You have 

to tap them quite 

decisively.
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PANASONIC 
RZ-S500W

You’re spoiled for choice 
these days when it comes  
to true wireless in-ears 
around the £100 mark, but 
these Panasonics make the 
choice just a little bit easier. 
They’re not the smallest or 
lightest buds at this price, and 
the case is a little bulky, but 
they do come with excellent 
active noise-cancelling and 
an app that lets you tweak 
how they sound, which are 
the kind of features that 
often get left out at this price. 
You’ll get 6.5hrs of listening 
out of them per charge, with 
13 more in the case – and 
that’s with the ANC turned 
on. There’s even a mono 
mode for one-eared listening.
£100 / panasonic.com

SONY WF-1000XM4

If you’re willing to spend a bit 
more money and are keen  
on noise-cancelling, Bose’s 
QC Earbuds are the way  
to go, while Sennheiser’s 
Momentum True Wireless 
win when it comes to battery 
life; but as all-rounders  
go, you can’t beat Sony’s 
WF-1000XM4s. The 6mm 
full-range dynamic drivers 
inside each of the IPX4-rated 
buds offer a lively, detailed 
listen, with accomplished 
ANC and about 24 hours  
of total battery life. They’re 
also very comfortable and  
the accompanying app is 
excellent – so while they  
can be bettered on individual 
aspects, there’s nothing 
better for everyday use.
£250 / sony.co.uk

B&W PI7

You can tell the PI7s mean 
business just by looking  
at them… and that’s before 
you clock the price. They’re 
chunky little blighters, which 
means the charging case  
isn’t the smallest either, but 
there’s a real high-end hi-fi 
vibe to the whole package. 
Each of the buds has dual 
drivers and two individual 
amplifiers inside, so they 
sound suitably impressive, 
packing your tunes with  
deep bass and loads of detail 
but still giving them plenty  
of room to breathe. B&W’s 
retransmission tech, which 
lets you connect the case to 
any wired source and send 
the audio to the buds, is 
extremely nifty too.
£349 / bowerswilkins.com

NOW ADD THIS…
Apple iPad Pro
If premium is your thing, 
there’s no better partner 
for those Beoplays than 
Apple’s most decadent 
rectangle. Opt for the 
12.9in version and the 
264ppi screen is powered 
by over 10,000 mini-LEDs, 
which makes watching 
HDR videos an absolute 
dream. More importantly, 
this is the best-sounding 
iPad available.
from £749 / apple.com

THE STROKES 
IS THIS IT 
(2001)
No album dictated 

the sound or look of 

the new millennium 

like the Strokes’ 

debut. Banishing 

memories of Britpop 

for good, it also 

made a generation  

of men think wearing 

skinny jeans was a 

good idea.

WILCO 
YANKEE HOTEL 
FOXTROT 
(2001)
Wilco’s label didn’t 

hear a single and 

refused to release 

this masterpiece. 

But after the band 

streamed it online,  

it cemented Jeff 

Tweedy as one of 

the best songwriters 

of his generation.

ARCADE FIRE 
FUNERAL 
(2004)
One of the first 
albums to catch  
on by word of mouth 
over the internet, 
Funeral came out  
of Canada at a time 
when the country’s 
most beloved 
musical export was 
Bryan Adams. That  
is no longer the case. 

THE STREETS 
ORIGINAL 
PIRATE 
MATERIAL 
(2002)
This one shouldn’t 
work but it really 
does. Unlikely poet 
Mike Skinner chats 
about trainers, 
PlayStations and 
Vauxhall Novas, over 
beats he made on an 
IBM ThinkPad. 

A L T E R N A T I V E L Y …

 NOW SPIN THESE… SOUNDS OF THE ’00s

Suck it ANC
Battery life is 6.5hrs  

on a full charge with ANC 

turned on, and you can 

expect roughly an extra 

hour if you don’t need 

noise-cancelling.
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Doctors tell you never to put anything smaller than your elbow in your ear.  
All well and good, but that would rule out almost everything on this page…

B & O  B E O P L A Y  E Q

Key specs

 6.8mm drivers  ANC  

 6.5/7.5 hrs buds, up to 

12.5hrs case  Bluetooth 5.2  

 2x 8g, case 50g

STUFF SAYS A premium pair of true wireless noise-cancellers for music lovers with cash to burn 

£350 / stuff.tv/EQ

AUDIO GUIDE

ang & Olufsen doesn’t 

tend to scrimp on 

design – and for the 

kind of money it charges for 

its products, nor should it. 

Good job, then, that B&O’s 

first true wireless buds with 

active noise-cancelling are 

some of the nicest you can 

screw into your ears. 

These rounded buds hit 

something of a sweet spot 

where size is concerned: not 

too bulbous, but not so small 

and delicate that droppages 

are a constant concern either. 

Weighing in at 8g per bud, 

they sit snugly in your ear, 

and you get a range of silicone 

tips to ensure a good fit. 

The machined aluminium 

disc on each IP54-rated  

bud isn’t just there for show: 

they’re also touch-sensitive, 

allowing you to play/pause 

music, turn the volume up  

or down, take calls and cycle 

between the three ANC 

modes without needing  

your phone – though it can 

sometimes be difficult to tell 

which one is active. 

Two microphones on each 

bud are always monitoring  

the world around you and 

automatically adjusting the 

ANC levels accordingly.  

In practice it’s more than 

adequate, reducing ambient 

noise to a fairly insignificant 

murmur, but you’re never 

completely cocooned from 

the outside world. 

With Bluetooth 5.2 and 

aptX Adaptive for superior 

streaming, feeding 6.8mm 

drivers, the Beoplay EQs 

sound brilliant. There’s  

a sense of balance and 

naturalness regardless of 

genre; and while some might 

crave a bit more oomph from 

the low end, you can always 

give that a bit of a nudge 

using the app. There’s no 

doubting some of your £350 

is going on the B&O name 

here, and you can certainly 

get more sound per pound 

elsewhere; but if you’re happy 

to pay the premium and like 

your tech to look the part,  

we can’t imagine you’ll be 

disappointed with what you 

get for your money here. 

Deaf or glory
Voice assistant support  

is a noticeable omission. 

Given a lot of rivals offer 

access to Siri, Google 

Assistant and co, that’s 

worth knowing.
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In case you’re looking for a speaker that doesn’t need  
to be tethered to a power socket at all times, this  
bunch like nothing better than hitting the road

J B L  C H A R G E  5

Key specs

 3.5x2in bass driver, 0.8in 

tweeter, 2x passive bass 

radiators, 40W  Bluetooth 

5.1, USB-C charging, USB-A 

out  223x97x94mm, 960g

STUFF SAYS A no-nonsense portable speaker for audio fans who won’t settle for a sonic lightweight 

£180 / stuff.tv/Charge5

AUDIO GUIDE

t’s not difficult to find 

a speaker the size of 

a grapefruit (and with 

similar sonic properties), but 

when you need something 

with a bit more bass it’s time 

to call in the heavies. Enter 

JBL’s Charge 5, a 960g cylinder 

that’s not only IP67 rated 

against water and dust but is 

also as tough as Simone Biles’ 

toes, complete with grippy 

rubberised base.

And that extra heft isn’t 

just to make it harder to lose 

in your rucksack. The slightly 

larger dimensions mean 

there’s space inside for  

a long-excursion driver, a 

separate tweeter and 65mm 

passive bass radiators at each 

end, which sometimes make 

the Charge 5 look like it’s 

bopping along to your tunes. 

In total it has 10W more output 

power than its predecessor, 

and offers rich bass and 

vocals that are as crisp as 

lunch round Gary Lineker’s 

house. It also has space for  

a 20hr battery, although it 

takes a full 4hrs to charge up, 

which isn’t ideal if you need to 

play some tunes in a rush. 

Controls on the speaker are 

kept to a minimum, with just  

a power button, volume, 

Bluetooth pairing, play/pause 

and PartyBoost (which allows 

you to connect one or more 

compatible JBL speakers 

together wirelessly when  

a single Charge 5 just isn’t 

enough). You can also deploy 

PartyBoost from your phone 

via the JBL Portable app, while 

making sure you’re up to date 

with any firmware upgrades, 

although anything fancy  

like EQ optimisation is out  

of the question.

Bluetooth 5.1 is onboard, 

which means you can connect 

a couple of phones or tablets 

at once and fight over who 

gets to play DJ, although 

there’s no 3.5mm port so  

you can’t go old-school and 

whip out the aux cable.

Other options might be 

more feature-packed, but you 

won’t find another speaker at 

this price that nails the basics 

as well as the Charge 5. 

Glower pair 
The JBL logos on both  

sides have subtle orange 

accents; the other one sits 

above a vertical LED bar to 

show how much battery 

power is left.
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SONOS ROAM

After conquering the world  
of multiroom music, it took 
Sonos a while to make a 
speaker that didn’t need  
to be in a room at all, but its 
first truly portable member  
of the family was certainly 
worth the wait. Looking  
like a space-age Toblerone, 
the waterproof Roam has 
Bluetooth for when you’re 
out and about but also has 
Wi-Fi for when you’re not,  
so it can join in with any other 
Sonos speakers you’ve got  
at your gaff – plus it has both 
Alexa and Google Assistant 
inside. The 10hr battery life is  
a little disappointing but not 
exactly a problem, especially 
considering all the other stuff 
it can do. 
£179 / sonos.com

BEOSOUND 
EXPLORE

B&O’s gear normally looks 
like it belongs in a minimalist 
Scandi apartment or the 
penthouse of an exclusive 
hotel, but the Beosound 
Explore would much rather 
be getting kicked over at the 
beach or chucked around in  
a festival-goer’s backpack. 
The hardened aluminium  
shell has a toughness rating 
of IP67, while the buttons are 
well spaced so they can be 
pressed with gloves on, but  
it doesn’t neglect the audio 
side of things: a pair of 1.8in 
full-range drivers and two 
30W Class D amps pump  
out 360º sound, while the 
27hr battery life looks pretty 
much unbeatable. 
£179 / bang-olufsen.com

ULTIMATE EARS 
HYPERBOOM

‘Portable’ is a relative term. 
Dumbbells are portable, but 
that doesn’t mean you want 
to carry them around with 
you everywhere you go. 
Tipping the scales at 5.9kg, 
the Hyperboom isn’t the kind 
of speaker you’re going to 
take on holiday, but its rubber 
handle and super-bassy 
sound make it perfect for  
al-fresco entertaining. A 24hr 
battery means it’ll outlast  
all but the most debauched 
parties, plus the IPX4 rating 
protects it from spillages. It’s 
Bluetooth-only, which is odd 
for something that probably 
won’t leave your home much, 
but if power’s what you want, 
this UE chunk is for you. 
£359 / ultimateears.com

RADIOHEAD  
OK COMPUTER 
(1997)
Radiohead have 

released at least 

three genre-defining 

albums, but only one 

of them so wholly 

captures a moment 

in time. It’s the 

soundtrack to  

a world succumbing  

to the creeping 

influence of tech.

DJ SHADOW 
ENDTRO-
DUCING… 
(1996)
Made up entirely of 

samples taken from 

other records, DJ 

Shadow’s debut 

took him two years 

to cut and paste 

together using an 

Akai MPC60. Yet it 

doesn’t sound like  

a collage at all.

NIRVANA 
NEVERMIND 
(1991)
While the albums 
released either  
side of Nevermind 
are more beloved  
by hardcore fans, 
neither had anything 
like the same impact. 
It also contributed to 
the downfall of hair 
metal, which can 
only be a good thing.

SLINT 
SPIDERLAND 
(1991)
Slint had split up by 
the time Spiderland 
was released but 
that didn’t stop  
their second record 
practically inventing 
post-rock. Without 
these 40 haunting 
minutes, the ’90s 
might have sounded 
very different indeed.

A L T E R N A T I V E L Y …

 NOW SPIN THESE… SOUNDS OF THE ’90s

Rockin’ share
The Charge 5 is juiced  

via a USB-C socket on the 

side, which sits next to a 

rubber flap protecting a 

USB-A port for charging 

your phone. 

NOW ADD THIS…
Nokia XR20
A tough speaker deserves 
an equally rugged phone 
to provide the tunes… and 
Nokia’s XR20 is suitably 
muscular. The chassis is 
made to military standards 
of toughness, while the 
6.67in FHD+ screen is 
covered with Gorilla Glass 
Victus, so it’s capable of 
coping with the same 
punishment you might  
put the Charge 5 through.
£450 / nokia.com
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APPLE HOMEPOD MINI

The one thing more surprising 
than the price of Apple’s 
HomePod Mini is its size… 
especially when you hear  
one in action. Despite being 
barely bigger than an orange, 
this affordable Siri-powered 
speaker sounds pleasingly 
rounded and well-balanced. 
Its diminutive dimensions 
limit how much sonic heft  
it can summon, but pairing 
two goes a long way towards 
solving that issue. While Siri 
still lags a little behind Alexa 
and Google Assistant when  
it comes to IQ, and HomeKit 
support isn’t quite as wide  
in range, for Apple Music 
subscribers the Mini is surely 
a better proposition than the 
full-size HomePod.
£99 / apple.com

JBL LINK PORTABLE 

Looking for a smart speaker 
that you can move around 
the house without having  
to unplug it every time? 
Battery life of 8hrs gives  
the IPX7-waterproof JBL  
Link Portable its name – just 
remember to stay within 
Wi-Fi range if you want to  
use Google Assistant as  
a DJ. If you venture out into 
the garden and the signal 
does get a bit flaky there’s 
Bluetooth for backup; but 
despite its compact size it  
is quite weighty at 740g, so 
it’s not really designed to be 
taken too far away from the 
charging cradle. Still, as it’s 
capable of filling most rooms 
with 360° sound, you won’t 
need to keep it that close.
£130 / uk.jbl.com

AUDIO PRO G10

Audio Pro might not be a 
household name, but add  
a G10 to your aural inventory 
and it very soon will be – at 
least between your own four 
walls. It’s a Swedish company, 
hence the tasteful fabric 
finish (available in dark grey 
or, er, light grey), but the build 
quality is far from flatpack. 
You can control a lot of the 
G10’s features with the metal 
buttons on top, and while 
there’s no remote, chances 
are you’ll rely on Google 
Assistant to do your bidding 
anyway. That means there’s 
Chromecast support too, plus 
it’s got AirPlay 2 onboard so 
you can fit it into your existing 
Apple- or Google-powered 
multiroom setup. 
£230 / audiopro.com

AMAZON 
SMART PLUG
Got a kettle, a  

fan or some other 

electrical appliance 

that could do with 

some more brains? 

Stick a Smart Plug 

between it and the 

wall and you’ll be 

able to turn it on  

and off using just 

your voice. 

£25 / amazon.co.uk

iROBOT 
ROOMBA i3+ 
What’s the point  

in having a robot 

servant if you can’t 

bark orders at it 

whenever the mood 

takes you? iRobot’s 

Roomba i3+ works 

with both Alexa and 

Google Assistant, so 

you can set it to work 

like a tidy tyrant. 

£700 / irobot.co.uk

TADO SMART 
THERMOSTAT 
Tado’s intelligent 
thermostat doesn’t 
quite have the sci-fi 
flair of Nest, but you 
can still hook it up to 
your smart speaker 
(it works with Alexa, 
Google Assistant 
and Siri) and turn the 
heating on without 
getting out of bed.
£180 / tado.com

NANOLEAF 
SHAPES 
Fancy something 
fancier than a boring 
old bulb? These 
colour-changing 
panels come in 
assorted shapes  
so you can arrange 
them to taste, and 
can be customised 
via touch, app or 
smart speaker.
£90 / nanoleaf.me

A L T E R N A T I V E L Y …

 NOW CONNECT THESE... SMART GADGETS

Hush hour
Woken up in the night  

and need Alexa to turn  

a light on? With the new 

Whisper mode turned  

on, if you whisper to her 

she’ll whisper back.
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Speakers used to be made to listen to, not talk to; but  
the advent of Amazon’s Alexa, Google’s Assistant and 

Apple’s Siri means the sound now goes both ways

AUDIO GUIDE

A M A Z O N  E C H O
( 4 T H  G E N )

Key specs

 3in woofer, 2x 0.8in 

tweeters  Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 

3.5mm  Zigbee hub  

 144x144x133mm, 970g 

STUFF SAYS You can spend more for better sound but 
this is still a brilliantly well-rounded device 

£90 / stuff.tv/Echo 

hile Phil Collins 

probably never 

imagined people 

would listen to In the Air 
Tonight in their kitchens  

on speakers that double  

as sausage timers, musicians 

of the world are just going  

to have to accept that this  

is how a lot of us choose to 

consume music these days. 

And while Amazon’s Echo is 

by no means a replacement 

for a proper hi-fi system, this 

fourth-gen model sounds 

surprisingly accomplished  

for something that looks like  

a melon from the future.

Inside the fabric-coated 

globular shell you get a 3in 

woofer and a pair of 0.8in 

tweeters – which, combined 

with the auto-tuning tech, 

means it sounds fuller and 

more expansive than you’d 

expect given its size, with the 

extra space inside allowing for 

more powerful bass than the 

previous cylindrical models.  

It supports all the major music 

streaming services too, even 

Apple Music.

Of course, you don’t just 

buy a smart speaker for 

playing music, and the Echo 

NOW ADD THIS…
Lifx Nightvision A60
The easiest way to get your smart speaker working 
a bit harder is to add a smart bulb or two. We like Lifx’s 
range because they offer full functionality straight out 
of the box without needing a separate hub. This one 
also emits IR light to help security cams see at night. 
£60 / uk.lifx.com

excels in other departments 

too. Amazon added a Zigbee 

hub, so you can get more 

functionality out of connected 

devices that would normally 

need a bridge of their own, 

and the Echo also makes  

a fine newsreader, weather 

forecaster and PA. 

The quality of third-party 

Skills often leaves a lot to be 

desired, but it’s noticeably 

quicker to react than older 

models, even if it can very 

occasionally be a touch  

cloth-eared. If you want  

to stop Alexa from listening  

on purpose there’s a mute 

button on top, which makes 

the light-ring at the bottom 

turn red. There are also 

buttons to control the volume, 

which is often quicker than 

doing it by voice.

All of that makes the Echo 

a brilliant, affordable little 

speaker that quickly becomes 

part of your everyday life. 

Loudbusting
Amazon has added 

‘adaptive volume’, raising 

or lowering Alexa’s voice 

according to background 

noise, but it’s currently  

US only. 
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Music in every room is the dream… but how about music that can follow you 
from room to room, seamlessly, and with no change in tone and no drop-outs?

A U D I O  P R O  A D D O N  C 1 0  M K I I

Key specs

 5in mid/bass driver, 2x 0.8in 

tweeters, 80W  Bluetooth 5, 

AirPlay 2, Chromecast, stereo 

RCA and 3.5mm inputs  

 320x180x166mm, 3.9kg

STUFF SAYS There are smarter multiroom systems, but none that sound this good at this price 

£359 / stuff.tv/C10Mk2

AUDIO GUIDE

hat do you get if you 

combine elegant 

Scandinavian design, 

genuinely impressive audio 

quality, an extensive product 

range that can easily be 

organised into a wide-ranging 

multiroom system, and an 

easy-to-use app? You get 

Audio Pro – Sweden’s most 

effortlessly musical gift to the 

world since Abba.

The new Addon C10 MkII  

is a fine introduction to the 

Audio Pro ethos. This is a 

compact speaker of vaguely 

boom-box proportions that 

offers prodigious value for 

money. Connectivity is 

extensive, with a couple  

of analogue inputs taking  

care of physical business 

while Bluetooth, Chromecast, 

AirPlay 2 and the dedicated 

Audio Pro control app cover 

wireless connections. It’s 

fitted with a pair of tweeters 

and one 5in main driver, and 

provides a fantastic blend of 

finesse and enthusiasm. 

But while it’s a fine starting 

point for a multiroom setup, 

the Addon C10 MkII is by no 

means the only worthwhile 

speaker in Audio Pro’s range; 

in fact, they’re almost all well 

worth your time and money. 

As well as numerous Addons 

of various sizes and prices, 

there’s the likes of the A10 

(the brand’s most affordable 

wireless speaker) and – for 

those who like to be able to 

see as well as hear where 

their money’s gone – the 

Drumfire, which resembles  

a (slightly) miniaturised guitar 

amplifier stack and is home to 

a 200W subwoofer along with 

three other drivers.

What these products all 

have in common is the best 

pound-for-pound sound 

available from a wireless 

multiroom speaker range. 

Tonality – neutral, detailed, 

dynamic and balanced – is 

consistent; and thanks to  

an app that’s not the most 

thorough but is among  

the most straightforward, 

they can form a stable and 

expansive multiroom system 

very easily indeed.

Prod is a dancer
The top plate has more 

buttons than the first C10, 

with playback controls 

plus six customisable 

shortcuts for playlists  

or radio stations.
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MARSHALL 
UXBRIDGE VOICE

The truth is, pretty much  
any speaker that has Alexa, 
Google Assistant or AirPlay 2 
onboard can become part of 
a multiroom system now; and 
while you’ll have to pick which 
AI helper you want when  
you buy your Uxbridge Voice, 
AirPlay 2 is ever-present. 
That means you can scatter 
these snazzy little speakers 
around your house and blast 
30W of classic rock in every 
room. OK, that’s never going  
to be quite enough to shake 
anyone all night long, but you 
can always complete your 
setup with more powerful but 
less iconic-looking connected 
speakers from other brands…
£129 /  

marshallheadphones.com

SONOS ONE SL

Like Tannoy, Hoover and 
Portaloo, Sonos has pretty 
much become a byword for 
its own market (multiroom 
music, not toilets) – and 
there’s a good reason for 
that. Everything from this 
standard One SL and the 
portable Roam right up to  
the £899 Arc soundbar fits 
seamlessly into a network 
that can be customised and 
controlled from your phone 
(or with your voice if you opt 
for the £199 One). You can 
even use the smaller units  
as satellite speakers in a 
connected surround-sound 
setup, integrate non-Sonos 
kit using the Port (£399) or 
Amp (£699), or get evicted 
by adding the Sub (£749). 
£179 / sonos.com

NAIM MU-SO QB 
2ND GENERATION

If you can afford to fill your 
home with multiple Mu-so 
Qb speakers, the chances are 
you’ve got more money than 
sense… but actually, there’s 
nothing nonsensical about 
your choice of tech. Designed 
to look like a mysterious 
artefact found on a distant 
planet, it can be teamed up 
with other Naim products 
using the firm’s own app, or 
you can use Google Home  
or AirPlay 2 to add it to a 
network of others. Even  
on its own the second-gen 
Mu-so Qb has 300W of 
amplification, which it puts  
to good use with brilliant 
performance. No wonder 
you’ll want to buy more.
£749 / naimaudio.com

NOW ADD THIS…
Audio Pro  
Addon C-Sub 
A multiroom music system 
is all well and good, but at 
times – especially in the 
main listening room – you 
may get the urge for a bit 
more wallop. And that’s 
where the Addon C-Sub 
comes in. It’s a compact, 
powerful (200W) sub with 
a 6.5in driver to deliver 
deep, hard-hitting yet well 
controlled bass.
£349 / audiopro.com

THE SMITHS 
THE QUEEN  
IS DEAD (1986)
The less said about 

Morrissey these 

days the better, but 

if you can pretend 

it’s somebody else 

singing then this is 

easily the Smiths’ 

finest work. It’s 

witty, sardonic and 

packed with the 

band’s best tunes.

SONIC YOUTH 
DAYDREAM 
NATION (1988)
Combining their 

penchant for noise 

with (slightly) more 

hummable tunes, 

Sonic Youth’s  

classic double album 

shone a light on the 

US underground  

like never before. 

Without this, there’d 

be no Nevermind.

PAUL SIMON 
GRACELAND 
(1986)
Recorded as a 
collaboration with 
musicians from 
South Africa during 
apartheid, Graceland 
wasn’t without 
controversy, but  
the likes of You Can 
Call Me Al are true 
’80s classics that 
still sound timeless.

SLAYER  
REIGN IN 
BLOOD (1986)
Reign In Blood is over 
in half an hour, but 
the mark it’ll leave  
on your brain will last 
forever. Serial killers, 
death camps and 
necrophilia are all 
covered, with more 
spilled claret than 
the Casualty make-
up department.

A L T E R N A T I V E L Y …

 NOW SPIN THESE… SOUNDS OF THE ’80s

A view to a grille
The fabric grille cover  

can easily be removed to 

expose the drivers for this 

more industrial look, but in 

most homes it’ll probably 

look better left on. 
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KEF LSX

Not much hi-fi kit is available 
in olive green, but fortunately 
that’s not the only thing 
notable about KEF’s LSX 
active speakers. The only 
wire you need to get this 
100W stereo pair singing  
is a power cable for each  
one – everything else is 
handled by the onboard 
Wi-Fi, either over AirPlay 2  
or using KEF’s own Stream 
app, which allows you to 
access Spotify, Tidal or local 
DLNA sources. Why you also 
need a second app to fiddle 
with the setup and settings  
is anyone’s guess; but when 
they sound and look this 
good (even in the more 
boring white and black paint 
jobs), we’ll let them off. 
£999 (pair) / kef.com

CAMBRIDGE  
AUDIO EVO 75

If you already own a good set 
of passive speakers and just 
want something to plug them 
into, you could do a lot worse 
than cranking up an Evo 75.  
This all-in-one streamer and 
amp comes with Cambridge’s 
own StreamMagic platform 
plus Spotify Connect, Tidal 
Connect, Chromecast, 
AirPlay 2 and Bluetooth,  
so it’s pretty much got every 
wireless avenue covered. 
Then there’s the RCA, optical, 
S/PDIF, HDMI ARC and USB 
sockets, which will cater for 
your wired hardware too. And 
with 75W of Class D power, 
it’s more than equipped to 
make the most of whatever 
you push through it.
£1799 / cambridgeaudio.com

LINN SERIES 3

Can a single wireless speaker 
that looks like a giant bottle 
of moisturiser really be 
considered true hi-fi? It can  
if it sounds as good and costs 
as much as Linn’s Series 3. 
This beast uses one 100W 
amp to drive the 0.7in tweeter 
and another to power the  
6in mid/bass driver below  
it, with Linn’s Exakt digital 
audio processing engine 
making sure everything 
sounds worthy of the price 
tag. Stream to it via AirPlay, 
Bluetooth or one of the 
services that’s integrated  
into the Linn (iOS) and Kazoo 
(Android) apps, and you’ll 
soon realise this is a wireless 
speaker that’s very much 
worthy of the hi-fi name.
£2950 / linn.co.uk

NOW ADD THIS…
Sony Xperia 1 III
At last, a smartphone that 
covers all bases – screen 
quality, camera quality, 
audio quality, build quality, 
everything – without an 
Apple logo on the back. 
The Xperia 1 III is just what 
you need a phone to be, 
and sounds great whether 
streaming to the M20, 
using wireless headphones 
or even (at a push) listening 
to its own teeny speakers.
£1199 / sony.co.uk

DAVID BOWIE 
LOW (1977)
Having ditched  

the LA coke’n’soul 

scene, Bowie moved 

to Berlin and got into 

the new electronic 

sound of Europe. 

Despite drawing  

on contemporary 

Germanic influences, 

Low still sounds 

preposterously 

ahead of its time.

PATTI SMITH 
HORSES (1975)
“Jesus died for 

somebody’s sins, 

but not mine.”  

Patti Smith, a poet 

fronting an angular 

rock band, delivered 

a scorched-earth, 

year-zero album in 

Horses, establishing 

that she was not 

subject to the rules 

of popular music.

MARVIN GAYE 
WHAT’S GOING 
ON (1971)
Routinely held up as 
one of the greatest 
albums ever made, 
What’s Going On is 
the sound of man 
who’s angry… yet 
has a voice of such 
effortless beauty 
that he can’t help 
but soothe the 
listener’s soul.

BUZZCOCKS 
LOVE BITES 
(1978)
Self-conscious  
and smart-arsed  
by turns, here is how 
to turn adolescent 
angst into songs. 
Energetic yet glum, 
cynical yet melodic, 
it’s the record Arctic 
Monkeys have spent 
their entire career 
trying to make.

A L T E R N A T I V E L Y …

 NOW SPIN THESE… SOUNDS OF THE ’70s

Zapper’s delight
The M20 comes with a 

tidy remote that lets you 

control the power, skip 

tracks, adjust the volume, 

play/pause and switch 

input sources. 
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Hi-fi is no longer shorthand for ‘complicated, massive and expensive’ but  
can quite easily mean ‘great sound made convenient and affordable’

Q  A C O U S T I C S  M 2 0

Key specs

 5in mid/bass driver,  

1in tweeter (x2), 130W  

 Bluetooth 5, digital optical, 

USB, stereo RCA and 3.5mm 

inputs  296x279x170mm 

each, 5.5kg + 5.1kg

STUFF SAYS Hi-res sound from multiple sources, with none of the compromises the price suggests 

£399 / stuff.tv/QM20

AUDIO GUIDE

n which Q Acoustics 

takes its mastery of 

affordable speakers, 

adds a stack of amplification 

and a whole load of wired and 

wireless input possibilities, 

and delivers an entire hi-res 

audio system in two speaker 

cabinets. For less than £400. 

If this is the sort of budget 

you have with which to build 

the bulk of a hi-fi system, you 

absolutely positively cannot 

spend it any more wisely.

From the outside, the M20 

system looks very similar to 

the brand’s award-winning 

3020i speakers. But in addition 

to a 1in decoupled tweeter,  

a 5in mid/bass driver and  

a rear-firing bass reflex port,  

Q Acoustics has taken one  

of the speakers and added 

(deep breath) 130W of Class 

D amplification, aptX HD 

Bluetooth connectivity,  

line-level inputs of the stereo 

RCA and 3.5mm variety,  

USB and optical digital inputs 

capable of dealing with 

24-bit/192kHz files, and  

a pre-out for a subwoofer.  

It’s then fitted a couple of 

switches – one to tell each 

speaker whether it’s the left 

or right channel, and one to 

tell it how close it is to rear 

surfaces. Connect the two 

units using a length of speaker 

cable, and you’ve got yourself 

a self-contained hi-fi.

And regardless of whether 

you’re streaming wirelessly 

using Bluetooth or have 

hooked up a games console, 

TV or what-have-you to  

one of the physical inputs,  

the effect is much the same: 

the M20 delivers the kind of 

broad, detailed, punchy and 

engrossing sound with which 

Q Acoustics made its name. 

The presentation is full-scale, 

focused and completely 

convincing. As is Q Acoustics’ 

preference, the cabinets 

themselves are deep enough 

to make positioning on a 

bookshelf or desktop a bit  

of a non-starter; but as long 

as you can find space for it, 

the M20 system comfortably 

outperforms its asking price. 

Stiff this is love
A sturdy cabinet is vital  

for an accurate stereo 

image. Q Acoustics uses 

proprietary point-to-point 

bracing for stiffness 

where it’s needed. 
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You know you’ll only enjoy all that famous warmth, rhythmic certainty and solid 
timing if you’ve got yourself a proper record player. Which is where we come in…

Key specs

 33.3/45rpm  Switchable 

moving magnet phono stage 

 432x353x105mm, 6.3kg

STUFF SAYS The Attessa turntable lives up to the Roksan name for engineering and performance 

£995 / stuff.tv/Attessa

AUDIO GUIDE

urntables are nothing 

new to Roksan – its 

very first product, 

back in 1985, was a record 

player called the Xerxes. But 

this new Attessa deck sees 

Roksan bringing some of its 

cachet and expertise down  

to what might be considered 

a realistic price.

Not that there are any signs 

of corners having been cut. 

The Attessa looks interesting 

by prevailing standards, and 

its single-piece plinth, isolation 

feet and bonded and weighted 

glass platter all suggest a 

thorough and uncompromised 

design. There’s a rigorously 

controlled motor and digital 

speed control, while the 

composite unipivot tonearm 

(with tracking weight and 

anti-skate controls integrated 

and a Roksan Dana cartridge 

pre-fitted) is as good-looking 

a device as it is an elegant 

piece of engineering. And  

a defeatable moving-magnet 

phono stage for ultimate 

system compatibility is the 

cherry on top of a well-made, 

handsome cake.

And it’s a tasty cake too… 

by which we mean it sounds 

great. Setup is the work of 

just a few minutes; and once 

you have a record playing,  

all the virtues of vinyl are 

apparent. The straightforward 

unity of the performance  

the Attessa describes is 

absolutely textbook: the 

entire frequency range 

integrates smoothly and 

sympathetically, and the 

management of rhythms  

and tempos is completely 

convincing. There’s just about 

enough attack to make more 

dynamic recordings take 

flight, and sufficient drive  

to prevent the weight and 

relative warmth of the overall 

presentation from sounding  

in any way stodgy. 

You’re far from short of 

choice if you’ve a grand to 

spend on a record player, but 

the Roksan Attessa is a new 

cat among the sonic pigeons. 

Scoring highly for ease of  

use, performance, quality  

of construction and brand 

prestige, it makes a very 

strong case for itself.

Dust my boom
With a fairly compact 

footprint, the Attessa 

comes on either a matt 

black or white plinth, with 

a removable lid to keep  

the dust off.
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AUDIO GUIDE

SONY PS-LX310BT

Dipping your stylus into the 
world of turntables and vinyl 
can be a daunting business, 
especially when you look  
at the costs involved. But 
Sony’s PS-LX310BT lowers 
the bar, in terms of both the 
price and what you need to 
know to get a record playing. 
Once you’ve attached the 
belt, pretty much everything 
else is automatic: just press 
the start button and the 
tonearm will swing into place 
all by itself. There’s a built-in 
phono stage and Bluetooth 
onboard, so all you need to 
do next is pair up a wireless 
speaker or set of ’phones 
and you’re away. As simple 
introductions to vinyl go, this 
one’s tough to beat.  
£194 / sony.co.uk

PRO-JECT  
JUKE BOX E

You can’t really go wrong 
with a Pro-ject turntable, 
and picking pretty much 
anything from its range is  
a winner… but if you want  
to upgrade your deck without 
committing to separates, the 
Juke Box E offers the best of 
both worlds. Its MDF platter 
and base are much better at 
resisting vibrations than the 
plastic of cheaper turntables, 
but it still has all the electrical 
gubbins (namely a 25W amp 
and phono stage) built in, so 
you can just connect a pair 
of speakers and it’ll be ready 
to go. There’s also Bluetooth 
onboard, so you can stream 
Spotify from your phone 
through it. 
£449 / project-audio.com

TECHNICS  
SL-1500C 

Technics and turntables 
might go together like the 
Chemical Brothers, Chase  
& Status or Smashie & 
Nicey, but you don’t have  
to be a superstar DJ to own 
an SL-1500C – the only 
requirement is a fairly decent 
wedge of cash. Technics has 
scrapped the pitch control 
and lights you’d find on an 
SL-1210 but kept the tough 
build quality and high-torque 
direct-drive motor, adding a 
phono stage and semi-auto 
operation. And it isn’t just  
for people who are allergic  
to anything under 120bpm:  
it sounds as good with some 
lazy dub as it does spinning 
frantic drum’n’bass.
£899 / technics.com

NOW ADD THIS…
Audioquest Anti-Static 
Record Brush
Vinyl’s a very hands-on 
format – that’s part of its 
appeal. But putting your 
hands on your records 
contributes to their 
tendency to retain static, 
which contributes to their 
tendency to retain dust. 
So give your vinyl its best 
chance of sounding great 
by regularly brushing with 
one of these. 
£25 / audioquest.com

THE KINKS 
SOMETHING 
ELSE BY THE 
KINKS (1967)
How much more 

English do you  

want it? Here are  

the Kinks at their 

winsome, melodic 

best, with peerless 

writing and an overall 

sense of longing 

that’s borderline 

unbearable. 

TOOTS &  
THE MAYTALS 
SWEET AND 
DANDY (1969)
It was Toots & the 

Maytals who coined 

the term ‘reggae’, 

and this was the first 

true reggae classic. 

It’s irresistible, from 

the quality of its 

songwriting to the 

exuberance of its 

performances.

THE VELVET 
UNDERGROUND 
WHITE LIGHT/
WHITE HEAT 
(1968)
An exemplar of the 
‘everything louder 
than everything else’ 
school of production, 
this one has a bit of 
everything. Free jazz, 
hectic rock’n’roll, 
extreme noise 
terror… it’s all here.

DUSTY 
SPRINGFIELD 
DUSTY IN 
MEMPHIS 
(1969)
When the voice and 
the musicianship are 
both this smooth,  
it can be a recipe  
for blandness. But 
there’s rawness  
and toughness 
beneath the surface 
sheen here. 

A L T E R N A T I V E L Y …

 NOW SPIN THESE… SOUNDS OF THE ’60s

True love weights
There are a few hoops  

to jump through before 

you can play your records: 

fit the platter, attach the  

anti-skate weight and 

balance the arm.  



Buy used photo and video kit from MPB.

Spend less, get more.

Rated ‘Excellent’ 
4.9/5 based on 10,000+ reviews

Choose from thousands of models, from every major digital camera brand, each in five 
condition ratings. Every item is thoroughly tested and graded by product specialists and 
comes with a free warranty.

Plus, MPB packaging is always plastic-free, 100% recycled and 100% recyclable. 
As standard. Spend less and get more. Explore the entire range.

mpb.com
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Mini meme  

SWANK 
VIEW FOR 

THE MUSIC
Whether you stream your tunes or 
lovingly caress ceiling-high stacks  

of vinyl, these apps will help you  
get more from your collection 

MusicSmart
A downside of streaming music 
is the absence of liner notes, 
hampering discovery of prized 
geek nuggets relating to your 
favourite songs. MusicSmart 
brings such learning to your 
Apple device. The system works 
best when you share to it from 
Apple Music, whereupon you get 
a pop-up with album, artist and 
track details – the last of which 
will even include info about where  
a song has been sampled.
£1.79 / iOS

Crabhands
Doing ‘jazz hands’ is all about 
exuberant performance, so 
what’s ‘crab hands’? Pretending 
to be a crustacean? Nope, just 
keeping track of new music.  
Link Crabhands to your Spotify 
account and it’ll inform you about 
new releases from your favourite 
bands, which you can add to  
a playlist. It’ll track festivals  
too, as we emerge from Covid 
gloom into the glorious light of 
live music.
£free / Android, iOS

MusicHarbor
This one’s in a broadly similar 
space to Crabhands, but only  
for Apple Music folks on Apple 
devices. It’ll attempt to figure  
out artists you like, but you can 
manually follow whichever ones 
you please – and labels as well. 
You can then peruse latest and 
upcoming releases, adding them 
to your library or a playlist directly 
from the app. Want something 
more visual? Music videos are 
part of the mix too.
£free (IAP) / iOS

Musicboard
Like Letterboxd for music, 
Musicboard combines discovery 
and reviews, letting you unleash 
your frustrated inner rock 
journalist. Along with tracking 
releases and building lists, it lets 
you bang on at length about the 
genius of Phil Collins, or gripe 
endlessly about how the latest 
release by a renowned band 
sucks compared to the live gig 
you and four other people saw 
when they first started out.
£free / Android, iOS

PlayTally
Last.fm is still alive and kicking 
on Android and iOS if you’re one 
for ‘scrobbling’ your music to a 
massive community of listeners… 
but PlayTally offers a more 
personalised experience. With 
deep integration into Apple Music 
(but no sign-up or subscriptions 
required), you can delve into your 
own musical trends, and pretend 
playing music is productive 
through winning awards the 
more you listen.
£1.79 / iOS

Discogs
You love vinyl. You return home 
with a heap of the stuff after 
every Record Store Day (and 
many other days), and that 
limited beige vinyl of Five Star’s 
debut never ceases to fill you 
with joy. Discogs is where you 
keep tabs on your collection, get 
suggestions for what you should 
buy next, build a want list, and 
cry real tears when you find out 
the limited pink vinyl of Luxury 
of Life now costs £1985.
£free / Android, iOS

A P P S



 

V E R S U S  E - B I K E S

Yes, more e-bikes! And this discreetly stylish pair might just 
be the best electrically assisted steeds we’ve tested yet…

The power 
of shove
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What’s the story?
We’ve been big fans of the Cowboy 3 for 

some time, and this is the Belgian maker’s 

latest model. It claims 50% more torque 

than its predecessor, but the slinky profile 

and simple interface with GPS remain…  

and now there’s a step-through version, 

the 4 ST. Every part has been designed  

in Belgium, with hydraulic disc brakes,  

a carbon belt instead of a chain, chunky 

tyres and curvy handlebars with a phone 

bracket in the middle.

Is it any good?
Thankfully the minimalist design isn’t just 

style over substance: this Cowboy is a 

silky-smooth ride that’s intuitive from  

the get-go. There’s no way of adjusting 

the assistance level – just start pedalling 

and the bike will adjust the extra power  

it contributes based on your efforts – but 

that’s what makes it a total blast to cruise 

around the city on. 

It’s comfortable even for extended 

jaunts, with a range of a little over 40  

miles. The puncture-resistant tyres come  

in handy when cycling over rough terrain, 

and the integrated mudguards will keep 

your backside clean. This is not exactly  

a light bike but it is manageable, while the 

battery slots into the frame neatly and is 

easily removed so you can carry the two 

components separately.

Price £2290 / stuff.tv/Cowboy4ST

Tech Aluminium frame Integrated LEDs  

43-mile range 250W motor 19.2kg

Stuff says 
Hits the spot for smoothly integrated 

electric power at an affordable price point

What’s the story?
In some circles e-bikes are still ‘cheating’, 

so we might have expected a certain Mr 

Armstrong to be the first former pro to put 

his name behind motor assistance… but 

multiple Tour de France winner and world 

road race champion Greg LeMond has  

well and truly beaten him to the start line. 

The Prolog is an all-carbon, race-inspired 

commute-crushing machine that doesn’t 

really look like it has a motor attached or  

a battery embedded within it at all.

Is it any good?
The Mahle M1 motor has appeared in a few 

of the e-bikes we’ve tested recently; but 

while they’re all pretty similar, this one 

seems to be programmed slightly better. 

Power delivery is incredibly smooth – we 

had to check it was actually on a couple of 

times – but it definitely helps out when the 

road starts to point upwards.

The full carbon frame and fork with 

integrated handlebars, battery and lights  

give the Prolog a sleek look – and no 

doubt add to the hefty price – while the 

38mm Panaracer tyres and 11-speed 

Shimano GRX groupset complement the 

frame nicely. The use of carbon wherever 

possible keeps the weight right down and 

means it rides as well as it looks, filtering 

through the traffic or sneaking off onto a 

well-groomed gravel track with ease. 

Price £4350 / stuff.tv/Prolog

Tech Carbon frame Integrated LEDs  

45-mile range 250W motor 11.8kg

Stuff says 
Pricey, but if you want gears and lightness 

it’s worth the extra money over the Cowboy

LeMond Prolog Cowboy 4 ST

POC OMNE 
ETERNAL
£220 / pocsports.com

You’ll have heard of 

Lumos helmets with 

their fancy lights and 

indicators, but how 

about a light-up lid 

that never needs 

charging or telling  

to switch on? 

POC has wrapped 

some solar panels 

around a helmet  

and used the power 

they capture to run  

a small rear light… 

which turns on 

automatically when 

worn in the dark. 

It’s comfortable  

to wear all day long, 

and the extra level of 

safety from knowing 

you’ve always got  

a light with you is 

great for those days 

when you should 

have left just a little 

bit earlier.

Stuff says 

NOW POP 
THIS ON…

54



V E R S U S  E - B I K E S
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2

4

TEST
WINNER

3

2 Get grips on yourself
We aren’t massive fans of this 

bike’s slightly bulbous grips,  

but they’d be an easy and 

cheap swap if you didn’t  

get along with them.

1 Whee add it all
You can easily push the Prolog’s 

price over £7k with a range of 

tempting upgrades, from 

electronic shifting (£750) to 

carbon wheels (£1650).

3 Smog days are over
The Cowboy app’s GPS will 

guide you to your destination 

along the quickest and least 

polluted route. It also shows 

you where your bike is.

4 I know you got stole
You’ll be alerted if someone 

tries to nab your bike and will  

be able to track it, while the £10 

monthly theft insurance comes 

with zero excess.
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Baby got pack

The OM 5 folds down  

for easy storage and 

there’s a soft protective 

pouch, which also  

has space for the  

mini tripod and  

phone clamp.
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T E ST E D  D J I  O M  5

Only a year after the OM 4 launched, 
DJI’s newest mobile gimbal shrinks 

things down for ultimate portability

DJI might be known for its ace 
drones, but it does a fine side-line 
in camera-steadying gimbals too. 
The OM 5 is the latest in its range 
for phones. It’s much smaller and 
lighter than the OM 4, but quite 
pricey for a product in this field. 

Put simply, the OM 5 is a handle 
with a three-axis gimbal stuck on 
top. To get your smartphone fixed 
to the gimbal, you place a small 
clamp around it; the clamp locks 
into place via a powerful magnet. 
It’ll hold a phone of up to 290g. 

There’s an extension rod built in, 
and an included mini tripod screws 
into the base of the handle to let 
you set up on a flat surface. It uses 
a standard screw, so you can even 
mount it atop a regular tripod. The 
controls are all well placed, allowing 
you to use the OM 5 one-handed 
with ease: there are buttons to 
toggle phone orientation between 
portrait and landscape – got to 
keep the TikTokkers happy! 

There are limits to the gimbal 
arm, obviously – fling it around too 
much and it’ll judder as it struggles 
to keep up – but used properly  
it will give your video footage a 
smoothness that the steadiest 
pair of hands couldn’t achieve. 

The one downside of the small 
size is a small battery, which cuts 
the old OM 4’s 15hr battery life to 
6.4hrs. While that’s a big drop, we 
think the trade-off of the more 
portable size and added extension 
rod is worth it. It recharges via 
USB-C in any case, so finding  
a way to top up should be easy.

The OM 5 is not a great leap forward over its predecessors, and with that reduction in 
battery life you could even argue that the OM 4 is a better bet for some people. But the 
portability of the OM 5 will prove a big boon for many users, and the extension rod is  
a smart inclusion too. DJI has found some ways to improve on the already-excellent  
OM 4 here, and for first-time buyers we’d certainly recommend the new model.

Never mind the 
reduced stamina, 

feel the fold-up 
titchiness  
Sam Kieldsen

Let’s go grippin’

STUFF SAYS Rock-steady and travel-friendly, this is the phone gimbal to beat 

Connectivity Bluetooth 5, USB-C
Battery life 6.4hrs approx
Dimensions (folded) 
175x75x37mm, 326g

 Oh my dolly!
Mimo also offers special shooting 

modes such as panoramic 

photos, dolly zooms, hyperlapse 

and timelapse. You can also 

trigger the camera using gesture 

controls – flick it a V-sign to snap 

a selfie, for example.

 Trackity zones
DJI’s companion app Mimo gives 

you access to ActiveTrack 4.0 for 

keeping the gimbal automatically 

pointing at a single subject: draw 

a box around your cat, your kid  

or your face and the camera will 

always follow it.

£139 / stuff.tv/OM5

Tech specs
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ANDROID 12

Embrace diversity
With Android you’re reliant on 
the whims of your device’s 
manufacturer. Whether or not 
you get Android 12 – and in 
what state – is down to them. 
The features we’re covering 
here are from the vanilla install 
you’d get on a Google Pixel; 
with luck, they’ll soon rock up 
on whatever you’re using. 

Keep things private
In the Settings app, head to 
Privacy > Privacy Dashboard. 
You’ll see an overview of what 
permissions (location, camera, 
mic and so on) your apps have 
recently used. Tap one for a 
timeline, from which you can 
manage an app’s permissions 
if it’s doing something dodgy. 
Under Location, you can 
replace precise access with  
an approximation.

THE BASICS

PRIVACY ON TAP

Check your lights
If an app’s using your device’s 
mic or camera, a coloured 
indicator will appear in the 
status bar. Tap it and you can 
see which app is the culprit… 
and then tap again to turn off 
permissions if necessary.

Press your buttons
Feeling paranoid? Swipe down 
from the top of the screen,  
tap the pencil to edit your 
Quick Settings tiles, and drag 
Camera Access, Mic Access 
and Location into place.  
Now you can quickly get  
at single-tap buttons that  
will instantly stop ‘The Man’ 
listening in.

Dozen it look good? But the new version of Google’s OS is 
more than just a visual refresh. Craig Grannell delves into its 
smart new privacy features, revamped gestures and more…

Show your true colours
The Android 12 redesign adds 
a subtle dose of warmth to 
Google’s take on minimalism 
by way of a great many 
curved corners and a 
bucketload of pastel shades.  
In Wallpaper & Style, you can 
have the system pull hues 
from your wallpaper. Scroll  
up and you can apply the 
theme to first-party icons. 
Very tasteful.

Widdle with widgets
Having done nothing much 
with widgets for ages, a 
complacent Google watched 
Apple blaze past with iOS 14. 
Bum suitably kicked, it has 
now revamped widgets for 
Android 12. Tap-hold a home 
screen and select Widgets  
to access the new and more 
coherent list-based picker, 
complete with search field  
and widget previews.

Save your scrolls
Take a screenshot in the usual 
manner (by pressing volume 
down and the power button) 
and, if the current app is 
supported, you’ll see a ‘Capture 
more’ option. Tap that and 
then adjust the crop to include 
the entire scrolling view if  
you want; then save or share 
the result as a PNG. No more 
stitching several images 
together – as long as your 
phone supports this feature.

BETA YOURSELF

Anim-hater?
The new Android is very 

animated. If that liveliness 
isn’t for you, head to 

Settings > Accessibility > 
‘Text and display’ and  

turn on ‘Remove 
animations’.



BUTTON UPSWITCHER HITS

Pick out pics
The revamped app switcher 
now has a plain background 
and will continue playing 
videos, rather than freezing 
them – but it has other 
smarts too. If it spots an 
image, you can tap a button  
to access Google Lens and 
copy/share/save options.

Lap up links
Similarly, if you’re on a web 
page, head to the multitasking 
pane and you’ll see a link 
button. Tap that and you’ll  
be able to copy or share the 
link. You can of course do that 
in Chrome itself, but using the 
app switcher’s faster.

NOVA LAUNCHER
Not keen on the visual 

design Google’s foisted 

on you with Android 12? 

Nova Launcher’s many 

settings let you adjust 

themes, colours and 

layouts, set multiple 

docks, or define gestures 

to open your apps in  

all kinds of new and 

peculiar ways. 

from £free

KWGT
Just because Google’s 

interested in widgets 

again, that doesn’t mean 

it’ll provide you with ones 

you want. So use KWGT 

to craft everything  

from bizarre clocks  

to memory meters…  

or just grab one of the 

app’s many free featured 

widgets instead.

from £free

AUTOMATE
If you’re the type of 

person who can’t stop 

grinning when messing 

about with flow charts  

(it takes all types), you’re 

going to love Automate. 

The app’s designed to 

change settings and 

send notifications based 

on triggered events.

from £free
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MAKE IT 
YOUR OWN

Shut it down
Hold down the power button 
and you’ll see Google has 
simplified things dramatically. 
You now get chunky and 
easy-to-prod buttons for 
locking, restarting or shutting 
down your phone – or kicking 
off an emergency call.

Rule the roost
Given that this power menu 
used to house smart home 
and payment controls, you 
might be wondering where 
they now live. And, for the 
third time, we point you 
towards Quick Settings. 
Before long, everything  
in Android will live there…

Go one-handed
In Settings, go to System > 
Gestures. Tap ‘One-handed 
mode’ and turn it on. Drag 
down over the bottom edge 
and the screen will move 
down, so you can access 
hard-to-reach elements 
without banana thumbs.

Turn on the taps
Still in Gestures, head to Quick 
Tap. With this enabled, you can 
double-tap the rear of your 
phone to take a screenshot  
or perform a range of other 
actions, including opening  
a specific app. 

Don’t be too Quick
Earlier we mentioned Quick 
Settings, but this part of 
Android 12 needs careful 
consideration. Only four of 
these newly big and colourful 
buttons will appear on your 
initial drag, so position your 
most-used first.

ACCESS  
ALL AREAS



Movies, music and gaming like you’ve never heard them before. 
Take your home entertainment to the next level with the award-winning 

DALI KATCH ONE soundbar.

www.dali-speakers.com/uk
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G R O U P  T E ST  R U N N I N G  S H O E S

What’s the story?
This is the fastest long-distance race shoe 

known to man: Eliud Kipchoge wore the 

Alphafly to run the world’s first sub-2hr 

marathon. The combination of responsive 

Zoom X superfoam cushioning, foot-long 

carbon plates and unique air-pods forced 

World Athletics to rethink the rules on what 

elite runners are allowed to wear. 

Is it any good? 
When it comes to all-out racing and chasing 

PBs over marathons and half-marathons, 

these Nikes deliver a punchy, responsive ride 

that’s hard to beat. They’re not as light and 

nimble as the old Vaporfly, and the high 

stacked midsole isn’t everyone’s cup of 

Lucozade, but there aren’t many shoes to 

match these performance-enhancing creds. 

Price £260 / stuff.tv/AlphaflyNext

What’s the story?
The first Asics shoe packing a full foot-long 

carbon plate and new nylon-based FF Blast 

Turbo foam, the Metaspeed Sky is built to 

provide a killer combination of soft landings  

and explosive push-offs, and to increase your 

stride length when racing. The lightweight 

mesh uppers also offer decent space for 

wider feet and the grippy rubber outsoles  

are great on tighter turns. 

Is it any good?
It took a while but Asics finally has a contender 

to rival the top-tier carbon shoes… and to offer 

something a bit different too. They’re a shade 

more stable than some high-stacked racers, 

and the balance of cushion and response 

makes this a good option over shorter 

distances and fast rep interval sessions. 

They’ll happily eat marathons as well, mind. 

Price £225 / stuff.tv/MetaspeedSky

What’s the story? 
Adidas has responded to Nike’s carbon 

game-changers with this stripped-down 

racer, designed to deliver maximum energy 

return with high-response Lightstrike  

Pro foam. The wishbone carbon plate sits 

between midsole and sockliner, and is tuned 

to get that all-important toe-off spring 

without loading stress onto the metatarsals.

Is it any good? 
Despite being heavier than the Alphafly,  

the Adios Pro 2.0 runs lighter on the foot.  

It’s nimble, agile and punchy at pace. That 

forgiving higher drop offers some extra 

protection when your form gets ragged,  

or you simply want to run slower. And unlike 

some carbon shoes, it’s strong for training, 

not just racing. 

Price £180 / stuff.tv/AdiosPro2

Asics Metaspeed Sky Nike Air Zoom 
Alphafly Next%

Adidas Adizero 
Adios Pro 2.0

Designed for smashing records, the latest carbon-plated 
superfoam shoes give spring-loaded propulsion to every step

Carbon runners

Stuff says 
The most explosive carbon racer for chasing 

marathon marginal gains 

Stuff says 
An energetic ride that kicks into gear when 

you push your pace at any distance

Stuff says 
A lightweight, streamlined racer at a very 

competitive price 
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GOOD
MEH 
EVIL

The matt 
finish looks 

great

Setup’s an 
absolute 
breeze...

…but there’s 
no chime 
included

Doesn’t work 
with Alexa 
(obviously)

Battery still 
at 30% after 
three weeks
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With barely any DIY skills required to set up, Nest’s 
battery-powered Doorbell could be ideal for those 
who can’t change a lightbulb without Googling it

While some people can knock up 

a fully functioning back-garden 

trebuchet with little more than a 

screwdriver and some bits of old 

wood, there are those among us 

who aren’t quite so handy. 

This can make smart home 

tech a little fiddly to install – but 

Google’s new battery-powered 

Nest Doorbell requires nothing 

more than a mounting plate and  

a couple of screws to get it up 

and running. You can wire it into 

your existing doorbell chime  

if your skills stretch that far…  

but if not, the whole thing can 

work completely wirelessly,  

with Google promising the battery 

will last up to six months before  

it needs recharging (depending 

on how much action your front 

door gets). 

Of course it fits in with any 

other smart home gear you’ve 

got set up within your Google 

Home app, with alerts available 

via your phone or various other 

compatible gadgets. But can it 

beat Stuff ’s doorstep challenge?

£180 / stuff.tv/NestDoorbell

No door tears

62

Sound is 
audible and 
video clear

 

Door or less

It charges via a 

USB-C port around 

the back, so you’ll need 

to dismount it to plug it 

in (and maybe put up a 

‘Please knock’ sign 

for a bit).



T E ST E D  N E ST  D O O R B E L L  ( B AT T E R Y )
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Sensor 1/3in 1.3MP 
Resolution 1280x960 HDR @ 30fps
Zoom 6x digital Weatherproofing IP54
Battery 6000mAh
Dimensions 160x46x24mm, 206g

STUFF SAYS 
A simple home security 
gadget for Google fans 
that makes it easy to 
answer the door when  
you can’t answer the door

Tech specs

The new Nest Doorbell is easy to use, looks great, 
fits seamlessly into your Google life and is packed 
with features without needing to fork out extra  
for a sub. While it’s not the cheapest and footage 
isn’t the sharpest, it’s easy to recommend. Our 

only concern is that it’s so easy to detach you might want  
a second camera to keep an eye on it. @Basil_Knows
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No door lonely nights 

The Nest Doorbell pairs a 145° 

wide-angle lens with a 1.3MP 

camera (1), and comes with  

a wedge for angling it towards 

your doorstep area from either  

side. It captures video at up to 

1280x960, with HDR and night 

vision to ensure the footage is  

as clear and detailed as possible. 

One door chance

Ironically for something that’s 

meant to help you feel more 

secure, unless the Doorbell is 

wired in you only need a paperclip 

to pop it off the mount (3). That 

makes charging painless, but does 

mean you need a fair bit of faith  

in humanity to own one. At least 

you’d capture the act on video…

Door than a feeling 

One great thing about this 

doorbell is how reliably responsive 

it is. It never failed us in real-world 

testing, alerting us across all our 

designated devices every time  

it was pressed (2). The Google 

Home app also makes it easy to 

manage recordings, set zones to 

monitor and adjust settings.

Give give give me more more door 

If you want to extend the video 

storage from 30 days to 60 you 

can subscribe to Nest Aware for 

£10 a month. That will work for  

all Nest cameras in your home,  

but one of the best things about 

the Doorbell is that it works just 

as it should without having to pay 

any extra. 

Baby one door chime 

If you want to use your existing 

chime you’ll need to hardwire  

the Nest Doorbell. That means  

it won’t need recharging, but 

might require an electrician.  

If it’s running off the battery  

you can use a Google Assistant 

speaker to let you know there’s 

someone at the door instead. 

Google also has a new 

battery-powered Nest 

Cam, which is designed  

to be used either indoors 

or out, with a magnetic 

mounting plate making it 

easy to adjust and remove 

for charging.

Its 2MP camera shoots 

1080p video, which is 

clear enough for an 

overview of an area, but 

some of the competition 

can record significantly 

sharper footage. The 130° 

field of view means you 

can see everything at a 

glance, but when we pinch 

to zoom in it pulls up less 

detail than our (much 

cheaper) wired Mi Home 

Security Camera.

Google claims the Nest 

Cam’s battery can last up 

to seven months, but if  

it sees a lot of movement 

then even much more 

than a week will be  

a stretch. Ours was  

in a relatively busy room 

and we checked into it  

a couple of times a day 

during testing; the result 

was that it seldom lasted 

eight days before needing 

a recharge. 

The magnets mean 

that’s easy to do but, as 

with the Doorbell, do also 

make the Nest Cam quite 

easy to steal if you decide 

to install it outside. 

Stuff says 

Great-looking hardware 

that’s a breeze to use  

but could be a little too  

much of a breeze to pinch

Nest Cam (Battery) 

Meanwhile, watching the patio…

£180 / stuff.tv/NestCamBattery
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Heart-shaped Ox
OxygenOS is one  

of the friendliest 

launchers, improving 

on Android’s custom 

options without 

bogging things down. 

Thumb as you are
The Nord CE’s 

Snapdragon 750G 

keeps apps smooth 

and provides enough 

grunt to blaze through 

the latest games.

Let it hide
One UI includes the 

Knox security suite, 

which boosts 

Android’s standard 

encryption and 

privacy tools.

Freak screen
Samsung certainly 

knows how to knock 

out a great-looking 

display, and this 6.4in 

AMOLED punches 

well above its weight.
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Amazing what you can get for £300 or less these days… but 
which of these six burner phones is the best bargain for you?

Fistful 
of steals

OnePlus Nord CE 5GSamsung Galaxy M32
What’s the story?
Don’t be fooled by the 

boring plastic finish: the 

5G-flexing OnePlus Nord 

CE is no looker but this 

smartphone packs some 

strong specs. The 6.43in 

AMOLED screen supports 

HDR10 video streaming  

and refreshes at 90Hz, plus 

the Nord CE is powered by 

Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 

750G, a step up from most 

in this test.

As for the software, 

OnePlus’s OxygenOS 

launcher squats merrily  

on top of Android 11, adding 

plenty of nifty features 

including some simple 

customisation tools. Even 

better, you’re covered with 

two years of OS updates 

and three years of security 

patching – a reassuring 

spot of future-proofing 

that’s rare at this price point.

Is it any good?
Very much so. For one, the 

AMOLED screen is bright, 

sharp and poppy, one of  

the best in this round-up. 

And films don’t just look 

marvellous – they also 

sound great, whether you 

plug some cans into the 

headphone port or depend 

on the reliable Bluetooth.

This handset’s everyday 

running is judder-free and 

you can blast through all  

but the most demanding 

Android titles, with a gaming 

mode to block intrusions 

and boost performance 

when needed. And as the 

name of the phone heavily 

hints, you have a 5G modem 

in that Snapdragon chip. 

The battery will keep going 

all day, and charges quickly 

when it is drained.

We like OxygenOS’s  

chill-out Zen mode, which 

allows you to shut out  

the world, and the 64MP 

primary camera does  

a decent enough job for 

everyday photography.  

The optics do struggle  

a little in low light, mind.

£299 / stuff.tv/NordCE

Key specs
6.43in 90Hz FHD+ 

AMOLED Snapdragon 

750G, 6/8/12GB RAM  

128/256GB 64+ 

8+2MP rear, 16MP front  

4500mAh 170g

What’s the story?
These days you can find 

Galaxy handsets for under 

£300 – and they still offer  

a similar One UI experience 

to those wallet-emptying 

S21 blowers. These budget 

Galaxies are often a mixed 

bag, but one of the best 

you’ll find in 2021 is the 

M32, which makes few 

compromises to hit that 

budget price point.

Samsung has loaded it 

with a 6.4in Super AMOLED 

90Hz screen, a headphone 

port, MediaTek’s Helio G80 

CPU, a 5000mAh battery 

and a 64MP rear camera.

Is it any good?
First impressions aren’t 

amazing, thanks to the 

plasticky design. But you’ll 

soon be hypnotised by the 

AMOLED panel, which is as 

bright, sharp and gorgeous 

as any of its rivals despite a 

lack of HDR support.

As for performance, the 

M32 might stumble at times 

but can generally cope with 

everyday use… as long as 

you aren’t much of a gamer. 

Sadly there’s no love for 5G 

here, but what this phone 

lacks in performance it 

more than makes up for 

with energy-efficiency. 

That big battery can power 

through even the longest of 

days, and even after plenty 

of camera action and media 

streaming you should have 

some juice left when you’re 

tucked up with teddy.

The One UI launcher is as 

feature-packed as always, 

complete with the Knox 

security suite to keep  

your privates private. And 

SmartThings is a great way 

to remote-control a huge 

range of gadgets.

We’re impressed by the 

M32’s main camera sensor 

too: it can grab pleasingly 

natural-looking pics and 

great family snaps even  

in testing conditions. 

Handsets like the Redmi  

on p69 do perform better 

for video capture, though.

£269 / stuff.tv/M32

Key specs
6.4in 90Hz FHD+ 

AMOLED MediaTek Helio 

G80, 6GB RAM 128GB  

64+8+2+2MP rear, 20MP 

front 5000mAh 180g

STUFF SAYS Impressive specs across 
the board, plus 5G support 

STUFF SAYS Retains many of the benefits 
of Samsung’s premium phones 
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What’s the story?
For less cash than either of those two,  

you could own the excellent Poco X3 Pro 

instead. This sleek phone is essentially  

a reinvigorated Poco X3 NFC – one of the 

best budget blowers of last year – with a 

performance boost courtesy of the mighty 

Snapdragon 860 chipset.

Visuals are served up by a 6.67in FHD+ 

display and, despite that low price, the 

Poco also delivers a stereo speaker setup, 

plus a headphone port and solid Bluetooth. 

You’ve got NFC for contactless payments, 

microSD support to expand the storage and 

a responsive edge-mounted fingerprint 

sensor. Basically it’s got everything you 

could possibly ask for except a slot that 

spits out tenners.

Is it any good?
As expected, the Snapdragon 860 chipset 

can handle absolutely everything you need 

it to, even memory-guzzling games like 

Genshin Impact (provided you keep the 

detail on medium settings).

The X3 Pro sports an IPS screen rather 

than OLED so contrast isn’t super-strong, 

but your peepers will still be pleased by the 

punchy colours and fine details. Plus the 

adaptive refresh rate maxes out at 120Hz 

to keep things looking smoother than a 

buttered-up Barry White.

The 48MP main sensor captures sharp 

pictures of even the squirmiest subjects, 

as well as respectable 4K footage. In fact, 

beyond the slightly garish design, there’s 

really not much to dislike about the Poco 

X3 Pro. Besides, while the rather ridiculous 

branding may be a bit of an eyesore, at 

least the phone is solidly built with Gorilla 

Glass 6 and IP53 splash-resistance. 

Note, however, that Poco phones still 

use Xiaomi’s MIUI launcher – so while you 

get wonderful bonus bits like the gaming 

mode and Control Center, you’ll also be 

lumbered with a shedload of junk and 

questionable future updates.

£199 / stuff.tv/PocoX3Pro

Key specs

6.67in 120Hz FHD+ IPS  

Snapdragon 860, 6/8GB RAM  

128/256GB 48+8+2+2MP rear,  

20MP front 5160mAh 215g

Poco X3 Pro

STUFF SAYS Incredible value – and the X3 Pro can’t be beaten for gaming power 

Psychedelic jack
Not only does the 

Poco include a stereo 

speaker setup, but 

you also get a port  

for plugging in your 

trusty wired cans. 

Get heady
The Poco X3 Pro is the 

most powerful phone 

in this group, with a 

Snapdragon 860 and 

dedicated gaming 

tools on board.
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What’s the story?
Maxing out the £300 budget (well, not 

quite – it’s actually £299.99), Moto’s  

new Edge 20 Lite sports a fresh MediaTek 

Dimensity 720 chipset and 5G support. 

Like most budget rivals, it has a pretty 

basic plastic design, but at least it’s 

splash-resistant. And if you like stock 

Android, it’s the only handset in this 

round-up that shuns launchers and  

serves up Google’s OS in a pleasingly  

pure and naked form.

Is it any good?
Performance is excellent for everyday 

shenanigans and you can easily kill an 

afternoon by killing strangers online in 

PUBG or Call of Duty, if you’re into mobile 

gaming. Battery life is excellent thanks to 

the massive 5000mAh cell stuffed inside, 

making this an ideal phone for anyone 

who’s always roaming around, while 30W 

Turbo Power support means the Moto 

Edge 20 Lite isn’t a slow coach when it 

comes to recharging either.

We’re also highly enamoured with  

the stock Android vibe. The only tinkering 

here has involved slapping on the Moto 

Experiences app, which adds nifty tools 

like a karate-chop gesture to turn on the 

camera flash. Perfect for those late-night 

stumbles to the loo.

You’ve got another pocket-filling 6.7in 

display here – an OLED serving up crisp 

contrast and HDR10+ support. The 90Hz 

refresh rate matches many rivals, while 

the 128GB of storage is easily expandable 

using a microSD card. And Moto hasn’t 

forgotten music fans either, adding a port 

for your old-school headphone jack.

The main sensor is a 108MP beast that 

uses pixel-binning to produce bright but 

natural snaps. As usual it struggles in dim 

light, but Motorola’s AI smarts help you to 

get attractive pics. You even have a 32MP 

selfie-cam for capturing every wrinkle.

£300 / stuff.tv/Edge20Lite

Key specs

 6.7in 90Hz FHD+ OLED  

 MediaTek Dimensity 720, 8GB RAM  

 128GB  108+8+2MP rear, 32MP front  

 5000mAh  185g

Moto Edge 20 Lite

STUFF SAYS Packs in pretty much every feature you could hope for, including 5G 

Only OS today
This is the one phone 

on test to offer an 

untweaked Android 

experience, and Moto 

offers two years of OS 

and security updates.

Superstayer
The Edge 20 Lite 

delivers some of the 

best stamina in this 

round-up, thanks to  

a 5000mAh cell and 

an efficient CPU.
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What’s the story?
Like Poco, Realme is a Chinese brand that 

offers impressive value for money. And 

one of its best 2021 phones is the 8 Pro, 

which at 6.4in is refreshingly compact 

compared with some in this group.

The Realme UI launcher is a hefty old 

bugger like MIUI, brimming with extra 

features including a one-handed mode 

and plenty of personalisation tools. No 

worries if you want to download a huge 

catalogue of apps, music or movies either, 

as you can expand the 128GB storage.

Is it any good?
As with the Poco, you’ll have to tolerate 

some seriously overstated branding on 

the back – though we do like the textured 

finish, which improves grip and keeps 

fingerprints at bay. Flip the 8 Pro around 

and you might well ‘Ooooh!’ at the OLED 

display, which is as bright and crisp as any 

of its rivals. Mind you, this screen does 

max out at a 60Hz refresh rate, unlike the 

others here. Realme also makes do with  

a single bottom-mounted speaker, so 

there’s no stereo action.

The Snapdragon 720G chipset can  

deal with everything up to and including 

popular games like Call of Duty: Mobile, 

but dedicated deathmatchers will be 

better served by the Poco on p66. That 

said, the 8 Pro does have a gaming mode, 

while the 4500mAh battery takes a lot of 

effort to drain. Plus its 50W fast-charge 

support is the best in this test, meaning 

you’ll get from dead flat to a full charge in 

well under an hour.

A 108MP primary sensor matches the 

Redmi opposite and the Moto Edge 20 Lite 

for pixel-binning smarts, to produce bright 

and detailed shots even in tricky lighting.  

A load of filters and effects are stashed  

in there if you want them, including video 

modes that can change the background  

to monochrome or add bokeh blurring.

£249 / stuff.tv/Realme8Pro

Key specs

6.4in 60Hz FHD+ AMOLED  

Snapdragon 720G, 6/8GB RAM  

128GB 108+8+2+2MP rear, 16MP front 

4500mAh 176g

Realme 8 Pro

STUFF SAYS The 108MP camera is a highlight but other specs can’t match its rivals 

Charger than life
The Realme’s battery 

should keep you going 

all day, while 50W 

fast-charging support 

will minimise its  

plugged-in time.

Shape of my part
That plastic shell may 

sport some rather 

crude sloganeering, 

but the textured 

surface clings well  

to sweaty hands. 
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What’s the story?
From the Xiaomi stable, the Redmi Note 10 

Pro is one of the most impressive budget 

blowers right now, from its smart yet 

hardy design – with splash-resistance 

and scratch-beating Gorilla Glass 5 up 

front – to the specs inside. 

Performance comes courtesy of the 

Snapdragon 732G, which can capably 

handle everyday life as well as light 

gaming. Meanwhile Netflix fans will 

appreciate the spacious 6.67in AMOLED 

screen with HDR support, plus the stereo 

speakers and headphone port.

There’s good news if you want to shoot 

your family too, in the legally acceptable 

sense, as Xiaomi has crammed a 108MP 

camera onto the back.

Is it any good?
For this bargain price, the display is a 

proper eye-pleaser. Thanks to its HDR 

streaming support you’ll be served with 

crisp contrast and lifelike visuals, while  

the 120Hz refresh rate means supported 

apps and games such as Vainglory are 

satisfyingly smooth.

As a bonus, this Snapdragon platform is 

also energy-efficient, so the Note 10 Pro’s 

battery should keep you going all day long, 

even with plenty of screen-on time. The 

only thing missing is 5G support.

That 108MP camera can capture great 

snaps of kids, pets and other hyperactive 

subjects, as well as richly detailed 4K 

home movies with crisp, clear audio.  

You also have an ultrawide lens to fit  

more action into each frame, plus the usual 

macro gubbins.

But here we go again with Xiaomi’s MIUI 

launcher. You still get all the stock Android 

features, plus a feast of nifty bonus bits 

including the Apple-style Control Center 

and a proper one-handed mode. On the 

flipside, however, the Redmi is stuffed 

with bloatware and probably won’t enjoy 

Android updates well into the future.

£229 / stuff.tv/Note10Pro

Key specs

 6.67in 120Hz FHD+ AMOLED  

Snapdragon 732G, 6/8GB RAM  

64/128GB 108+8+5+2MP rear,  

16MP front 5020mAh 193g

Redmi Note 10 Pro

STUFF SAYS A strong all-rounder with top camera tech and a lush 120Hz display 

Best of view
The mighty 108MP 

camera sensor can 

take crisp, bright, 

good-looking pics 

with impressive levels 

of fine detail.

I’ll slick around
That punchy 6.67in 

AMOLED display 

supports HDR, while  

a 120Hz refresh rate 

means visuals are 

buttery-smooth. 
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Fimi the love

The gimbal cam 

uses a 12MP Sony 

CMOS sensor to shoot 

in a wide range of 

resolutions and frame 

rates, including 4K 

at 30fps.
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T E ST E D  F I M I  X 8  M I N I

We’re always droning on about DJI, but this 
teeny 4K-shooting flyer from the Xiaomi 

stable is also worthy of some affection 

DJI isn’t the only drone don  
in town – and Fimi’s not afraid  
of treading on the Mini 2’s turf. 
Backed by Xiaomi, this tiny 4K 
’copter costs less than our top 
folding drone but promises many 
of the same benefits… including an 
identical 31-minute flight time.

Portable proportions make the 
X8 Mini easy to toss in a backpack. 
So do the unscrewable controller 
thumbsticks, which stow away in 
the base for streamlined packing. 
And when you arrive at the launch 
pad, a 245g take-off weight means 
you won’t need a flyer ID. 

Taking off is as simple as swiping 
a finger across your phone screen, 
while the twin-stick controls are 
easy to master. It’s a surprisingly 
responsive and fun drone to fly, 
zipping along at a pacey 16m/s  
in good weather. Transmission is 
reliable, with a stable video feed.

With fewer options than DJI’s 
app, the Fimi software feels more 
focused. Besides showing the 
drone’s position on a live map, it 
features a handful of automatic 
modes. With one, you can set an 
object as a focus point on screen 
and the drone will perform your 
chosen move while filming it. Nice.

Image quality is impressive:  
4K footage packs plenty of sharp 
detail, even if dynamic range is  
a little limited. There’s scope to 
polish this in post-production, 
particularly if you shoot in Fimi’s 
‘flat’ picture profile. 

DJI normally flies so far ahead in the drone world that we rarely see a rival come within 
touching distance. Not only is the Fimi X8 Mini slightly cheaper, but it’s also a highly 
credible alternative to the DJI Mini 2. It’s not better in any significant way, but it doesn’t 
disgrace itself when it comes to image performance, flight controls or build quality – plus 
it sneaks in just under that crucial 250g weight limit.

Don’t want the 
DJI Mini 2? Fimi 
Fimi Fimi a cam 

after midnight…  
Sam Kieldsen

Fimi some lovin’

STUFF SAYS A pocket-friendly flying machine with convincing camera skills 

Sensor 12MP 1/2.6in CMOS  
Video 4K @ 30p, 2.7K @ 60p,  
1080 @ 90p, 720 @ 120p  
Max speed 16m/s Range 8km 
Flight time 31mins Dimensions 

(folded) 145x85x56mm, 245g

 Fimi shelter
Despite its tiny size, the Fimi  

has enough motor power to 

withstand a Level 5 breeze (of  

up to 10m/s). So it doesn’t mind 

being beside the seaside, but  

it can struggle to maintain level 

flight in blustery conditions.

 Fimi danger
Real-time GPS tracking helps 

with hovering and return-home 

smarts, but there are no forward 

anti-collision sensors. Like a 

proper plane pilot, you’ll need  

to keep your peepers peeled for 

wandering trees and frisbees.

£319 / stuff.tv/X8Mini

Tech specs



72

ONE
SONY GP-VPT2BT 
SHOOTING GRIP

With a small body designed 

for vlogging, the ZV-E10  

can get away with ditching 

chunky tripods in favour of 

this handy grip that doubles 

up as a mini-tripod. Enjoy 

Bluetooth control over your 

camera, assignable buttons 

and an easy-rotating head, 

so your camera can face you 

or whatever’s in front of you 

with a quick twist.

£170 / sony.co.uk

TWO
RODE WIRELESS GO II

Rode’s excellent compact 

wireless microphone kit 

packs a twin transmitter. 

That means you and your 

co-host (or guest waffler) 

can both sound equally 

stellar – and with onboard 

recording, an extended 

range of up to 200m  

(with line of sight) and 

better stability than its 

predecessor, the Wireless 

Go II is our No1 choice.

£269 / wexphotovideo.com

THREE
SENNHEISER MKE 400

Clipping a mic to your shirt 

just won’t cut it for serious 

vlogging on the move – you 

want a good all-purpose 

shotgun mic with strong 

rejection of ambient noise 

from the sides. The MKE 

400 is a wallet-friendly  

but high-quality option  

with on-device controls,  

a headphone port and 300hr 

battery life… plus it’ll even 

work with your smartphone. 

£159 / parkcameras.com
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2 SHOW OFF THE GOODS

Are you a glam influencer who 
needs to plug that sponsored 
content or share the latest Zara 
haul with your adoring fans? 
Sony’s Product Showcase 
feature is back, and you’ll be 
living for it. Dive into settings 
and, on the final page of the first 
set of options, you’ll see Product 
Showcase Set. Turn it on, and 
now when you bring a product 
into frame the AF will home in 
on it instead of your face.

5 SOFTEN THE SCENE

A new trick on Sony’s high-end 
cameras is Background Defocus 
mode. It does what the name 
suggests – think Portrait mode 
on a smartphone. The main 
difference between the ZV-E10 
and an iPhone 12 is that Sony’s 
cam doesn’t use software to 
create fake bokeh but adjusts  
its shooting settings, dropping 
the aperture to keep subjects 
crisp while backgrounds go soft 
and dreamy. 

1 CAM CLOSER

Upgrade your webcam by simply 
hooking your ZV-E10 up to your 
PC or Mac for plug-and-play 
ease – the only possible downer 
being a slight delay between 
audio and video. For the very 
best experience, download 
Sony Imaging Edge Webcam  
on your computer, toggle PC 
control on in the settings of  
the camera, and fire up both 
connected devices to be the 
envy of your virtual office.

4 LOOK ’EM IN THE EYE

Sony’s autofocus is excellent, 
and that’s in part down to  
its smart eye-tracking, which 
works for both humans and 
animals across photos and 
video. To use it, on the fourth 
page of the first set of options 
in settings, navigate to Face/Eye 
Priority in AF. Turn it on, choose 
either Human or Animal, then 
left or right eye. Note that  
you’ll need to turn off Product 
Showcase first.

3 SPEED UP, SLOW DOWN

Many cameras don’t preview 
slow-mo or timelapse footage 
when playing back in the device, 
but this one does. The new S&Q 
mode is dedicated to slow and 
quick recording, and can be 
activated by cycling through 
modes using the mode button 
on top of the camera. To change 
framerates, open up settings; 
you’ll find S&Q settings on  
the first page of the second  
set of options.

6 TAKE SOME PICTURES

You might be surprised to know 
the Sony ZV-E10 is just about  
a best-in-class camera for  
pure photography. Yes, it’s a 
vlogger’s dream with ace 4K 
video and a nifty three-capsule 
microphone for decent sound 
recording, but the camera’s 
photo specs match the much 
pricier Sony A6400, from its 
24.2MP sensor and 440-shot 
battery to its almost unrivalled 
autofocus skills.
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IMAGING 
EDGE MOBILE
Transfer images 

from your camera 

to your phone,  

use it as a remote 

viewfinder, control 

shooting settings 

and add location 

information  

to photos.

£free / Android, iOS

IMAGING 
EDGE 
WEBCAM
To be able to turn 

your ZV-E10  

into a webcam  

or livestreaming 

device, you just 

need to download 

this clever piece  

of Sony software. 

£free / PC, Mac

DAVINCI 
RESOLVE
If you’re getting 

into vlogging and 

consider yourself  

a bit of a geek, this 

is a mighty video 

editor that can  

pull together 

everything from 

vlogs to full-on 

feature films.

£free / PC, Mac
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Livin’ thin

This 14in laptop 

weighs just 1.78kg  

and is only 16.8mm 

thick, so it won’t take 

up much space in 

your backpack.

75

T E ST E D  R A Z E R  B L A D E  1 4

But can it also play like one? Razer breaks 
new ground by shoehorning AMD power 

into its first 14in Blade gaming laptop…

Razer laptops are usually high 
on the list if you need a portable 
gaming machine, but the Blade 14 
pushes things forward in a couple 
of important ways: this is Razer’s 
first 14in laptop, and its first with an 
AMD processor. 

The black CNC-milled aluminium 
frame looks and feels fantastic, 
with robust build quality all over. 
During gameplay our battery 
lasted a fairly typical 90 minutes, 
while it managed 7hrs in a work 
test and 10hrs of video.

On each side you’ll find USB-A 
and USB-C, an HDMI output plus 
dual-band Wi-Fi 6 and Bluetooth 
5.2. That’s a decent feature set, 
but there’s no fingerprint reader, 
card reader or wired internet. 

Razer hasn’t messed around 
with the internals: the eight-core 
Ryzen 9 5900HX is one of AMD’s 
best laptop chips. As for graphics, 
the base model’s GeForce RTX 
3060 is great all-around GPU. It 
played Assassin’s Creed Valhalla  
with max settings at 55fps, zipped 
through Red Dead Redemption 2 
at 65fps and handled Rainbow Six 
Siege at a monster 191fps. 

A 144Hz refresh rate is ideal for 
mainstream games and e-sports, 
while 1900:1 contrast is top-notch 
for an IPS display, offering lashings 
of punch, vibrancy and depth.

The Blade 14 offers great power in a portable package. It’s slim and light, with a superb 
screen and responsive keyboard. So if you want a small and capable gaming machine, 
it ticks many boxes. But be aware of what’s available elsewhere: larger laptops extract 
more speed from the same components and this one sometimes runs hot. Plus it’s 
expensive: this hardware can be found inside cheaper (albeit chunkier) portables.

This little Blade is 
sharp enough to 
cut through any 

modern game  
Mike Jennings

Dude, looks like a Bladey

STUFF SAYS An expensive but superb gaming laptop with some compromises 

Screen 14in 1920x1080 / 2560x 
1440 144Hz IPS CPU AMD Ryzen  
9 5900HX RAM 16GB Storage  
1TB SSD GPU Nvidia GeForce RTX 
3060/70/80 OS Windows 10 
Home Connectivity Wi-Fi 6, 
Bluetooth 5, 3.5mm, 2x USB-C,  
2x USB-A, HDMI 2 Battery life  
Up to 10hrs Dimensions 320x 
220x16.8mm, 1.78kg

 Get on your keys
The keyboard has customisable 

RGB LED lighting, a comfortable 

design and a crisp typing action. 

It’s perfect for bashing through 

games and docs with speed and 

accuracy. The trackpad is OK, but 

you’ll want a mouse for gaming.

 Achy bakey heart
The eight-core AMD chip doesn’t 

achieve its theoretical speeds, 

because it gets too hot under 

load (it’s faster in larger laptops). 

But with such powerful hardware 

squished into such a tiny machine, 

compromises are inevitable.

from £1800 / stuff.tv/Blade14

Tech specs
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DAY 01

TWO (AND A BIT) WEEKS WITH THE COROS VERTIX 2

£600 / stuff.tv/Vertix2

Built to keep going long after you’ve collapsed in a sweaty heap, this sports watch 
adds maps and music to its epic battery life. Kieran Alger is Stuff’s marathon man…

In the world of top-tier adventure 
sports watches, no battle rages 
more fiercely than the ones for 
longest battery life and most 
accurate GPS. Not long ago 
Garmin launched the Enduro, 
boasting 80hrs of full-GPS 
tracking time. That was a wristy 
revolution. But Coros has upped 
the stakes further with its 
second-gen Vertix flagship, 
offering a mind-boggling 140hrs 
of GPS battery life. 

And there’s more to the Vertix 
2 than stamina. With all-systems 

dual-frequency GPS, offline 
topographic maps, music storage 
and offline playback, plus maybe 
the most comprehensive suite of 
tracking and training insight tools 
available for your arm, this is a 
seriously speccy watch. 

Before we get it strapped on, 
let’s just touch on the issue of 
pricing. Coros is known for making 
good wearables at wallet-friendly 
prices, but with the Vertix 2 that’s 
not quite the case: it drops into 
the high end of the market at 
£600. While this is at least £100 
less than you’ll pay for an Enduro 
(the only other sports watch that 

Repeat Coros to fade

With the most comprehensive suite  
of tracking and training insight tools 
available, this is a seriously speccy watch

Coros has a  

limited selection  

of watch faces, and 

some of them are  

a little cluttered  

and try-hard. 

comes close to it for battery life), 
it’s still a big old investment. 

Our first impressions are good, 
though. This is a beast of a watch 
with a no-nonsense rugged 
design. Mind you, at 89g it’s 
heavier than most and sits high 
off the wrist. And the 26mm 
interchangeable strap on our 
review sample is wider, thicker 
and considerably less wearable 
than the nylon band you’ll find on 
an Enduro. Well, you can get nylon 
straps for the Vertix 2 – and you 
probably should. 

This watch packs a 64-colour 
280x280 LCD touchscreen in a 

slick titanium alloy bezel and 
casing, with Coros’s trademark 
two buttons and crown. Sadly, 
the screen is a little dull. Colours 
and contrast lack punch, which 
hampers the legibility of those 
topo maps on the move. 

Behind all that you get an ample  
set of sensors: optical heart-rate, 
optical pulse oximeter, compass, 
thermometer, gyroscope and 
barometric altimeter. There’s also 
an ECG sensor built into the outer 
bezel – which you won’t find on 
any Garmin. It’s not (yet) medically 
approved, but it does power useful 
heart-rate variability readings. 
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rate high, but that’s fairly standard. 
You might want to pair it with a 
chest strap for maximum insight.

DAY 11
With a lot of miles now under the 
Coros’s belt, it’s clear this watch’s 
GPS is marginally better than that 
of the Garmin Enduro and Fenix 6, 
though post-run maps still show 
us cutting through buildings. 

The breadth of EvoLab training 
insights, meanwhile, is almost 
overwhelming – and we don’t 
necessarily mean that in a good 
way – while the bulkiness leaves 
us often wanting to take it off. 

DAY 15
On paper the Vertix 2 should last 
up to 140hrs with full GPS and 
240hrs in low-power mode. That 
drops to 50hrs when you turn on 
the dual-frequency GPS for extra 
accuracy, and just 30hrs if you’re 
listening to music. 

It’s largely lived up to its billing. 
After 15 days, including 10 hours  
of full-GPS workouts, we’ve  
only torched 50%; while a 4.5hr 
full-GPS marathon run burned just 
7% in dual-frequency mode. That’s 
beyond impressive, and will make 
life easier whether you’re training 
an hour a day or tackling multi-day 
endurance expeditions.

DAY 02
Time to hit the road, so let’s take a 
closer look at these tracking skills. 
There are modes for almost every 
activity you can think of, with  
a big focus on running, cycling  
and swimming. 

The big headlines here, though, 
are the addition of mapping with 
landscape, topo and hybrid options, 
plus 32GB of music storage and 
EvoLab – a new suite of training 
tools. This includes real-time 
training load, VO2 Max, pace and 
intensity guidance, base fitness 
level, fatigue level and recovery 
time recommendations. 

Swimming is comprehensive  
in and out of the pool, with all  
the basics plus things like SWOLF 
swim efficiency and automatic 
stroke detection. 

As you’d expect from a watch 
built for the wild, the navigation 
skills have improved. Those offline 
maps are a definite upgrade on the 
first Vertix, though the absence of 
turn-by-turn nav is slightly baffling. 

DAY 08
After a week of sweating, we can 
confirm the heart-rate sensor is  
as reliable as wrist-based gets. Up 
against a chest strap we’ve had 
some lagging and lurching, and  
a tendency to read the max heart 

STUFF SAYS
Insane stamina 
and in-depth 
training smarts 
make this a 
rugged rival to 
Garmin’s best

01 Excellent battery life, even 
with GPS on
02 Offline mapping could 
come in very handy
03 Loads of useful tracking 
and training stats

04 Feels extremely solid and 
durably built…
05 …but it is rather bulky on  
the wrist 
06 There’s no turn-by-turn 
navigation available

Donut of Truth™

Screen 1.4in 

280x280 LCD 

touchscreen

Connectivity 

Bluetooth 5, 

Wi-Fi

Storage 32GB 

Battery life  

Up to 240hrs 

Water-resistance 

10ATM 

Weight 89g

Tech specs
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direct sequel set only a few 
days after the first game, 
Psychonauts 2 is keen to 

catch you up on everything that 
happened to little Raz prior to his 
graduation to become a member 
of the elite Psychonauts. 

The story sees Raz investigating 
both the secret group and his own 
circus-performing family, and often 
diverts you off course with new 
areas to explore and side-quests 
to tackle. While that might interrupt 
the pacing, you will find yourself  
in plenty of fascinating scenarios,  

like navigating a giant pachinko 
machine or taking part in a bizarre 
cooking show.

But as was the case with the 
first game, this one’s at its best 
when exploring other characters’ 
minds, with each mental world 
having a different theme; this has 
allowed for imaginative level design 
with vastly diverse art styles. 

Combat is the weakest element: 
it’s often somewhat scrappy, with  
a lock-on that can be more of a 
hindrance than a help when you’re 
occasionally mobbed from all 

directions. But anyone who hasn’t 
signed up for a challenging game 
can opt to toggle to invincibility 
mode at any time (at the very 
least we recommend turning off  
fall damage).

Mind you, if we’re going to talk 
about accessibility, Psychonauts 2 
could have done more to provide 
hints or ease your navigation, such 
as prompts when you’re stuck at a 
puzzle because you don’t have the 
right power equipped. 

Still, any minor annoyances  
are far outweighed by the game’s 

generosity, including the chance  
to revisit past mental worlds. Its 
physical and intangible realms  
are both full of warmth and 
humour – just be prepared  
for plenty of puns.

This isn’t a game about heroes 
fixing people or defeating villains 
so much as it is about recognising 
our own flaws and how dark 
thoughts exist within everyone, 
and it treats the player’s own 
journey of mental wellbeing  
with patience and empathy. 
Alan Wen

STUFF SAYS A story that brims with imagination while also addressing very real issues 

Psychonauts 2
The original Psychonauts offered a genuinely interesting story that wasn’t just about saving the 
princess or the world, or collecting a hundred MacGuffins. Here’s why its sequel is a timely one…

XSX, XB1, PS4, PC / stuff.tv/Psychonauts2

A
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Raz has a repertoire of psychic 

powers that really add to the 

gameplay, and which you can 

upgrade or modify over the 

course of the game. There  

are the obvious ones such as 

telekinesis and psi blasts for 

ranged attacks, but the most 

inventive ones come in useful 

for platforming, combat and 

puzzle-solving. 

For instance, time bubbles 

can slow down both enemies 

and fast-moving objects, like  

a spinning fan that’s blocking 

your path; and levitation lets 

you speed around on a ball  

that can traverse dangerous 

terrain but can also be upgraded 

as a way to knock down or 

ground-pound enemies.

One of the more inspired 

powers is mental connections. 

This seems to be a grappling 

hook, but it can be used to 

connect two disparate ideas  

in someone’s mind. In fact,  

you could even break off 

someone’s negative thoughts 

associated with a certain idea 

and reconnect them with more 

positive ones. 

It’s an interesting concept… 

and behind the puzzle-solving,  

the game also explores the 

implications of trying to ‘fix’ 

someone’s mind. It’s a good 

example of how Psychonauts 

2 playfully and meaningfully 

uses mechanics to develop 

both themes and narratives. 

People have 
the powers

Yeah, but just try getting 

planning permission for a real 

octopus-shaped casino.

Well, it is frustrating buying  

a suit when your arms are 

thicker than your head. 
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ensions build as you try  
to figure out how to break 
the damned cycle. The 

Groundhog Day-esque concept  
is nothing new, but few have 
distilled this genre quite as neatly 
as 12 Minutes. Set almost entirely 
in a tiny apartment with just  
three rooms and three on-screen 
characters, the aim in this indie  
is to solve a central mystery and 
escape the loop.

The setup goes like this: you play 
a man (voiced by James McAvoy) 
who comes home to find his wife 
(Daisy Ridley) greeting him with a 
special dessert and a surprise. But 
five minutes into this impromptu 
date night, a man claiming to be a 
cop (Willem Dafoe) knocks on the 
door and barges in to arrest your 
wife for murder before tying her  
to the ground. Any attempt to talk 
or resist gets you knocked to the 
ground or choked out, only for you 
to find yourself back at your front 
door, the only one who remembers 
what just happened. How do you 
change this outcome?

12 Minutes plays very much  
like a point-and-click adventure, 

which makes it natural to play on 
PC with a mouse (even if that does 
make moving around a bit clumsy). 
You can pocket items, and bringing 
up your inventory then dragging 
one item over another object or 
person can yield interactions with 
quite surprising results. There are 
some pretty messed-up things 
you can wind up doing, as well  
as some amusing ways to annoy 
your wife.

The problem with this scenario 
is that it’s prone to repetition. If you 
were hoping for a thrillingly paced 
drama that you can wrap up in one 
go, you may find yourself getting 
frustrated. But each twist and  
a few ‘fake’ endings keep you on 
your toes, with a denouement you 
won’t forget anytime soon.

Setting aside some occasional 
technical hiccups, the top-class 
performances of McAvoy, Ridley 
and Dafoe ultimately keep you 
invested in the game’s drama.  
As the final act approaches, you 
may want to rush it as you’re up 
against the clock… but just trust 
us that patience is a virtue.
Alan Wen

STUFF SAYS Brilliant performances, witty script, lots of twists, just a tad repetitive 

12 Minutes
Judging by the strangely tense music and Shining-esque hallway carpet,  
you won’t be prepared for what happens in this timeloop-based mystery

T

This kind of 

thing would 

make Zoopla’s 

floor plans 

much more 

interesting. 

And there’s 

your first 

mistake: always 

check there’s 

paper before 

you go.

XSX, XB1, PC / stuff.tv/12Minutes
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as the Life is Strange 
formula begun to get  
a bit, well, formulaic? The 

series has always set itself apart 
from the episodic choice-based 
narrative adventure genre by 
focusing on real issues that affect 
young people, but maybe an 
update for a new generation was  
due. That’s exactly what it gets 
with True Colors. 

This instalment is centred around 
Alex Chen, a young woman who 
has spent her childhood being 
bounced around the foster care 
system and is given the chance to 
reconnect with her older brother 
Gabe in Haven Springs, a small 
mountain town in Colorado.

The little community offers  
a memorable cast, including the 
return of Steph from Before the 
Storm, who’s inherited a bit of 
Chloe Price’s mischievous DNA 
while still retaining her own geeky 
interests. But there’s a dark side  
to this idyll – so when Gabe dies  
in an apparent accident, Alex sets 
out to find the truth. 

To assist with this sleuthing,  
True Colors introduces a new 

supernatural power: Alex can 
basically see the emotions of 
other people, which are presented 
in colour-coded auras. An aura 
might spread to other objects, 
triggering memories to reveal 
other clues, while Alex’s dialogue 
choices can also alter other 
characters’ emotions. 

All this empathy allows for truly 
nuanced writing, revealing complex 
and conflicting hidden emotions. 
But it isn’t a misery-fest, as the 
game also basks in moments of 
joy. And the writing also succeeds 
because the tech has also stepped 
up, from the motion capture to the 
subtle facial animations.

But what makes True Colors 
more satisfying is that this is the 
first entry in the series that you 
can binge as a full game rather 
than as episodes – an issue with 
Life is Strange 2 as delays made  
it harder to sustain interest. 

There are niggles – one late  
plot twist is quite the stretch to  
say the least – but they never  
risk toppling what is ultimately  
a fantastic evolution for the series. 
Alan Wen

STUFF SAYS The best entry in the series yet – this one hits you in all the feels 

Life is Strange:
 True Colors

With great writing and emotion-packed performances, the latest entry 
in the issue-driven adventure series really is more than just a game  

H

Steph Gingrich:  

Used to play 

drums in a 

band, secretly 

supports  

Annan Athletic.

Alex Chen: 

Likes cats, but 

doesn’t think 

you can ever 

truly trust  

a squirrel.

PS5, PS4, XSX, XB1, Switch, 
Stadia, PC / stuff.tv/TrueColors
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and into our 
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Time changes 
everything, 

including Stuff 
Top Ten entries. 

A proper steal. 
Worth owning, 
regardless of 

cashflow.
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Oppo Find X3 Pro
£1100 / stuff.tv/X3Pro

In almost every respect, the X3 Pro 
is a killer flagship phone. Oppo’s 
software has taken a major leap 
forward and the hardware is easily 
on a par with Apple and Samsung. 
If you want the best you pay the 
premium… and the Find X3 Pro is 
very much one of the best.

Apple iPhone 12 Pro
from £999 / stuff.tv/12Pro

The achievements of the iPhone 
12 Pro are evident everywhere… 
but who actually needs them?  
For some, the camera setup is  
the selling point, but an extra £100 
bags you an even better one on 
the 12 Pro Max; and for the rest  
of us, the iPhone 12 will do fine.  

Apple iPhone 12 Pro Max 
from £1099 / stuff.tv/12ProMax

The only choice if you want to fully Max your iPhone 
experience… but not a big upgrade over the 12 Pro.

Apple iPhone 12 Mini
from £699 / stuff.tv/12Mini

A 5.4in-screened cutie packing Apple’s lauded A14 
Bionic chip and the same cameras as the iPhone 12.
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FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW PHONES, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/SMARTPHONES

Apple iPhone 12
from £799 / stuff.tv/iPhone12 

The demise of Samsung’s glorious Galaxy S20 

5G left a space on the Stuff smartphone throne 

(and its replacement didn’t even make the Top 

Ten)… but don’t go thinking the iPhone 12 is only 

our No1 phone by default. We loved the iPhone 

11, and its successor carries a whole host of 

improvements. If you can live without the 

telephoto camera of the flagship 12 Pro (and 

most can), you should save yourself some cash 

and get the 12 instead. Just bear in mind we’ll be 

testing the new iPhone 13 next issue… 

 NOW ADD THIS  
Sandisk iXpand Flash Drive Go 
Bump your iPhone’s storage capacity  

by 64, 128 or 256GB with this tiny 

Lightning flash drive. 

from £36 / shop.westerndigital.com

Stuff says 
A top display and all the power you’ll 
ever need in an iPhone

Stuff says 
Advanced photo skills make this an 
iPhone for the few and not the many

Stuff says 
It’s serious money, but it’s brilliantly 
capable in just about every way

Enable ‘Start PiP 
Automatically’ so you 
can keep watching  
videos while flipping 
between apps.

Under ‘Face ID & 
Passcode’, disable 
‘Require Attention for 
Face ID’. Now you can 
keep your shades on.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Got AirPods Pro  
or Max? Under their 
Bluetooth settings, 
tap ‘Spatial Audio’ for 
fancy 3D immersion. 

SMARTPHONES   TOP TENS

OnePlus 9 Pro
from £829 / stuff.tv/OnePlus9Pro

With OnePlus’s best camera yet and a top display, 
this is high-end hardware at a non-premium price. 

Realme X50 Pro 5G
£499 / stuff.tv/X50Pro

Realme’s high-spec, mid-price marvel makes for  
a compelling alternative to a OnePlus. 

Asus ROG Phone 5
£800 / stuff.tv/ROG5

Serious about mobile gaming? Top specs and clever 
tools make this our favourite phone for gamers.

Sony Xperia 1 III
£1199 / stuff.tv/Xperia1iii

Photo novices might find it tough to master, but no 
rival has such comprehensive camera skills.

Samsung Galaxy S21 Ultra 5G
from £1149 / stuff.tv/S21Ultra

Earns its ‘Ultra’ name owing to an incredible camera 
array capturing moments other phones will miss.



BARGAIN 
BUY

BARGAIN 
BUY

3 3

4 4

5 5

TOP TENS   IN-EARS         ON/OVER-EARS   TOP TENS

TO READ THE FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/IN-EAR-HEADPHONES & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HEADPHONES

84

HOT 
BUY1

Sony WF-1000XM4 
£250 / stuff.tv/WFXM4 

A worthy successor to the XM3 buds that sat atop this list  

for what seemed like decades, Sony’s latest true wireless 

noise-cancelling in-ears are smaller, smarter and better.  

With the arguable exceptions of call quality and app slickness, 

the WF-1000XM4s aren’t quite the best at anything; but  

they’re so close to being the best at everything that their  

all-round game is untouchable. No other wireless earbuds  

are so consistently accomplished across the board.

Sony WH-1000XM4
£279 / stuff.tv/WHXM4 

With their balance of wearability, active noise-cancelling prowess 

and audio performance, there hasn’t been a better package than 

the Sony XM3s… until now. The XM4s look and sound almost 

identical, but a range of new features – including Speak-to-Chat, 

which stops the music when you start talking – aims to lure  

you away from your current ’phones. If those are the XM3s (still 

available at a super-low price, by the way), it’s tough to justify 

the upgrade; but who’s going to knock Sony off its perch now?

Stuff says 
The finest true wireless noise-cancelling earbuds 
around – this is the complete package

Stuff says 
Not surprisingly given their heritage, these are the best 
all-round noise-cancelling headphones you can buy

Bowers & Wilkins PI7
£349 / stuff.tv/pi7

B&W’s debut true wireless buds are mighty 
expensive but mighty impressive.

Bang & Olufsen H95
£700 / stuff.tv/H95

Prepare to be bankrupted by the most 
luxurious ANC cans of all.

Cambridge Audio Melomania 1+
£100 / stuff.tv/Melomania1Plus

These bargain in-ears offer real depth of 
tone and a wide soundstage.

Marshall Major IV
£130 / stuff.tv/MajorIV

Decent on-ears elevated to bargain status by 
their preposterous 80-hour battery life.

Stuff says 
B&W takes on the best with top-class cans

Stuff says 
A fun listen with excellent noise-cancelling

Stuff says 
As all-rounders, these are hard to beat

Bowers & Wilkins PX7 
£249 / stuff.tv/PX7
B&W’s second ANC headphones place 
greater emphasis on comfort and are all  
the better for it, while the noise-killing is  
as effective as you’ll find anywhere. Oh, and 
they sound flipping good too.

Bose QuietComfort Earbuds
£250 / stuff.tv/QCE
They’re bulkier than the average in-ears,  
but otherwise the QC Earbuds are difficult  
to knock. The sound is bassier than you 
might expect but retains lots of detail, and 
you won’t find better ANC.  

Bose NCH 700 
£350 / stuff.tv/BoseNCH700
There are superior-sounding headphones, 
but if call quality and noise-cancelling are  
just as important to you then Bose’s flagship 
cans are the gold standard. The voice-pickup 
system is the best out there.

Stuff says 
Capable of delectable sonic refinement 

Devialet Gemini
£279 / stuff.tv/Gemini
There’s nothing special about their design, 
charging case, battery life, ANC or app…  
and the sound out of the box is arguably 
overhyped. But what you’re getting here, 
after a quick tweak, is proper hi-fi brilliance.
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Samsung Galaxy Watch3
from £299 / stuff.tv/GW3

You’ll have noticed the slinky new Watch4 on p29… but while 

we’re still working out just how much we adore that one, the 

outgoing Watch3 remains an easy wearable to love. It’s superbly 

made and very attractive, and the spinning bezel makes it a joy  

to use. Samsung’s Tizen OS is slick too, with lots of customisation 

and shortcut options to keep things feeling fresh – made all the 

better by a class-leading screen. It also has all the fitness skills 

you’re ever likely to need, with handy auto-tracking features. 

Mi Smart Band 5
£25 / stuff.tv/MiBand5
 

With no installable apps, Xiaomi’s dinky wearable can’t stack up 

to smartwatches or reply to notifications, but it can relay alerts 

and track everything from sleep to workouts. It’s better than the 

Mi Smart Band 4, thanks to a bigger and brighter screen, smarter 

software and a charger that’s much less annoying. The slightly 

reduced battery life really isn’t an issue – and with the addition  

of activity, stress and menstrual cycle tracking, this is a sub-£30 

gift that keeps giving.

Stuff says 
A beautiful and powerful piece of kit that you’ll be 
proud to have on your wrist

Stuff says 
Fantastic value and decent features make this an easy 
fitness tracker to recommend

Apple Watch SE
from £269 / stuff.tv/WatchSE

The most obvious alternative to the Watch 
Series 6 – and it looks identical.

Peloton Bike+ 
£2295 + £39/m / stuff.tv/PelPlus

The connected bike phenomenon: Peloton 
owners look smug for a reason. 

Oppo Watch
from £160 / stuff.tv/OW

This Apple Watch lookalike streamlines  
Wear OS to go ahead of many rivals.

Wattbike Atom (Next Generation) 
£1999 / stuff.tv/WBAtom

With improved sensors, this is the benchmark 
for serious indoor cyclists. 

Stuff says 
An addictive and convenient route to fitness

Stuff says 
A great all-rounder, especially for iPhone users

Stuff says 
At last, a bike computer for the 21st century

Myzone MZ-Switch
£140 / stuff.tv/MZSwitch
Myzone’s modular heart-rate tracker can be 
attached to different parts of the body, while 
the app gamifies your activity. It’s a versatile 
wearable that pushes you to roll up your 
sleeves and go further without intimidation.

Apple Watch Series 6
from £379 / stuff.tv/WatchS6
The Series 6 is a superb smartwatch with 
ambitions to be a total wellness deity; but 
while the new sensors are useful, they’re  
not vital for most. We’re hoping for better 
from the new Series 7 model on p9. 

Hammerhead Karoo 2
£359 / stuff.tv/Karoo2
For ages cycling computers have been held 
back by outdated tech… but Hammerhead’s 
sharp screen really is a gamechanger, and 
effectively running a tiny Android phone 
inside a custom case feels like a no-brainer.

Stuff says 
The best fitness-orientated smartwatch

Garmin Fenix 6
£324 / stuff.tv/Fenix6
Anyone who’s truly into their fitness will 
appreciate the Fenix 6’s endless feature  
list. This is the finest fitness watch money  
can buy – if you’re getting more serious 
about shaping up, you can’t go wrong here. 

UPDATE
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Apple MacBook Pro 13in
from £1299 / stuff.tv/Pro13

The new M1 chip has given this 
business-class performer an 
injection of jet fuel. The 13in Pro 
remains a sturdy notebook, but  
its processing power is incredible. 
Our review unit, with just 8GB of 
RAM, left a higher-specced 2020 
Intel MacBook Pro in the dust. 

Microsoft Surface Laptop 3
from £795 / stuff.tv/SurfaceLap3

The Surface Laptop 3 seems plain 
on paper – no second screen,  
no hybrid hinge, no fingerprint 
scanner – but Microsoft has put 
supreme attention to detail into 
every bit that matters. And if you 
can spare a few quid more, see 
also the new Surface Laptop 4. 

Apple MacBook Pro 16in
 from £2399 / stuff.tv/MacBookPro16

Not just a bump up in screen size, but a serious 
upgrade to the already top-class 15in Pro.

LG Gram 16
 from £1400 / stuff.tv/Gram16

LG’s latest lightweight machine is slick, light and 
well made – an impressive, versatile option.

Dell XPS 13
 from £1459 / stuff.tv/XPS13

Style, portability, performance… there’s little else 
out there that’s quite so well rounded.

Razer Blade Pro 17 
 from £2200 / stuff.tv/BladePro17

Incredible power and quality make for a working 
and gaming beast.

Huawei MateBook X Pro
 from £620 / stuff.tv/MateBookXPro

Not massively better than the 2018 model, but 
this is a real powerhouse of a Windows laptop.

Asus ZenBook Duo 14 
 £1569 / stuff.tv/Duo14

The full-width second screen is innovative and 
useful, but ergonomics are compromised.

TOP TENS    LAPTOPS

FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW LAPTOPS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/LAPTOPS 

Apple MacBook Air 
from £999 / stuff.tv/Air

The early-2020 version was already the best 

MacBook Air ever – and this one brings a real 

step up in power. Apple’s amazing new M1 

processor means that, for once, we aren’t 

hankering after a Pro for video editing and 

graphics-heavy gaming. It’s a pity about the 

rubbish webcam – a real annoyance in the age 

of video calling – but this is a stunning machine 

in every other respect, and the best all-round 

work laptop you can get for under a grand.

1

 NOW ADD THIS  
Anker PowerExpand 7-in-2 Hub
Turn the Air’s twin USB-C ports into  

a media hub with a mix of HDMI, USB, 

microSD and SD card connections. 

£40 / uk.anker.com

Stuff says 
Our go-to MacBook just keeps getting 
even go-to-er

Stuff says 
Forget frills and gimmicks: this  
is everything a laptop should be

Stuff says 
Believe the hype: the Pro with an  
M1 chip inside kicks big, big bottom

86

The Sidecar feature 
on macOS Big Sur 
lets you use an iPad 
as a second display 
for your MacBook.

Apple charges a 
hefty premium for 
extra storage, so 
consider a cheaper 
external SSD.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Google Pixelbook Go 
 from £629 / stuff.tv/PixelbookGo

A light and stylish touchscreen laptop built for 
those who like to live and work in the cloud. 
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B&W Formation Wedge
 £899 / stuff.tv/BWWedge

Pricey, weird-looking… and a brilliant illustration 
of what a wireless speaker is capable of.

Sonos One 
£199 / stuff.tv/SonosOne

The Sonos One is now a more  
well-rounded device than it was  
at launch, supporting Spotify with 
voice control as well as Amazon 
Music and TuneIn Radio, while the 
early Alexa hiccups seem to have 
been fixed. It’s a class apart from 
the competition. 

Sonos Roam
£179 / stuff.tv/SonosRoam

The Roam’s portability alone 
should be enough to see it shift 
plenty of units, but it’s the bonus 
features like automatic Trueplay 
and Sound Swap that set it apart. 
Yes, there are better-sounding 
sub-£200 speakers, but none 
with the Roam’s skills. 

Naim Mu-so 2nd Generation
 £1299 / stuff.tv/Mu-so2

More than capable of maintaining Naim’s 
position at the front of the hi-fi pack.

Audio Pro Drumfire
 £585 / stuff.tv/Drumfire

Large, loud and lots of fun, this is one of the most 
absurd and grin-inducing wireless speakers ever.

Marshall Emberton
 £130 / stuff.tv/Emberton

A tiny speaker that packs an unexpected punch 
without scrimping on refinement.

Devialet Phantom 1 108dB
 £2790 each / stuff.tv/Phantom1

An insanely powerful lump of hi-fi magic, best 
enjoyed in a neighbour-terrifying stereo pair.

JBL Flip 5 Eco
 £120 / stuff.tv/Flip5Eco

A portable party speaker that does its bit for the 
green cause while sounding fantastic. 

Bose SoundLink Revolve II
 £180 / stuff.tv/Revolve2

An authoritative 360° performer that drives 
tracks forward with punch and excitement.

Sonos Move
£399 / stuff.tv/SonosMove
 

The Sonos range of wireless speakers had been 

crying out for a battery-powered portable model 

for ages – and finally our favourite multiroom 

audio specialist caved in. Luckily, the Move was 

worth the wait. Its adaptability and sound quality 

mean it’s fine value for money, and a no-brainer 

for anyone who’s already a fan of the brand. 

This is the speaker Sonos should have launched 

years ago – and for even better portability, see 

the Roam model at No3 on this list. 

 NOW ADD THIS   
YouTube Music Premium
If you’d like a side of optional visuals 

with your audio, look no further than 

the ad-free tier of YouTube Music. 

£9.99/month / music.youtube.com

Stuff says 
Sonos finally gets up to speed with the 
portable speaker craze, and in style

Stuff says 
An attractive truly portable speaker 
with solid sound quality

Stuff says 
A great balance of sound and smarts 
for forward-thinking audio nerds

You can control your 
Move with the touch 
controls on top, the 
Sonos app, Google 
Assistant or Alexa.

Auto Trueplay adapts 
the Move’s sound  
to different rooms, 
while the app offers 
additional EQ tweaks.

TIPS & 
TRICKS



LG OLED65G1 
£2799 / stuff.tv/65G1

Almost £3k is a lot of money for  
a television, even one as slim and 
well-specified as this, especially 
when you take the humdrum 
audio into account – not to 
mention the absence of a stand. 
But the OLED specialists have 
made good on the ‘Evo’ promise 
by serving up pictures that exceed 
expectations… so maybe LG is 
entitled to charge what it thinks  
it can get away with. Between this 
and the Samsung at No1, there’s 
really nothing in it.

Philips 55OLED805
 £1199 / stuff.tv/OLED805

All the things we love about OLED without the 
flagship price tag.

Hisense A7200G
 £379 / stuff.tv/A7200G 

This 50in budget buy is a perfectly good way to 
get a biggish screen at a little price.

LG OLED55CX
 £1099 / stuff.tv/OLEDCX

LG knows exactly what it’s doing with OLED 
and the results here are mighty impressive.

Sony KE-48A9
 £1249 / stuff.tv/A9

Don’t be fooled by its relatively small size: the A9 
is a real smasher of a 4K OLED.

Sony XR-55A90J
 £2699 / stuff.tv/A90J

Does everything to a dizzily high standard – but 
the world is awash with cheaper rivals. 

Samsung 75Q950TS
 £3499 / stuff.tv/Q950TS

Extravagant when there’s no 8K content yet… 
but no other 75in TV looks quite so elegant.

Samsung 50AU9000
 £629 / stuff.tv/AU9000

As much TV as most people will ever need, at a 
reasonable price. 

2 3

TOP TENS    TVs

FOR UP-TO-DATE NEWS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THE BEST NEW TELEVISIONS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/TVs 

Samsung 
QE65QN95A
£2199 / stuff.tv/QN95A

This is Samsung’s single most expensive 4K  

TV for 2021 (unless you buy a bigger version), 

but the pictures justify the outlay. The Korean 

giant’s implementation of the new Mini LED 

tech is, on this evidence, something to be 

reckoned with. It’s difficult to imagine how  

any of the other sets that are incoming this 

year could be better.  

1

 NOW ADD THIS  
Samsung Q-Series soundbars 
Pairing your QLED with one of  

these is a stress-free way to get  

3D object-based sound.

from £449 / samsung.com

Stuff says 
This Mini LED television is a fearsomely 
accomplished set – and the one to beat

Stuff says 
Probably LG’s best ever OLED… 
which is saying something

88

HOT 
BUY

You can configure 
this TV to work with 
the voice assistant of 
your choice, not just 
Samsung’s Bixby. 

Samsung’s remote  
is solar-powered, so 
don’t lose it down the 
back of the sofa – it’s 
dark down there.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

AirPlay 2 integration 
lets you stream 
content from Apple 
devices to the big 
screen.

Philips 48OLED+935 
£1499 / stuff.tv/OLED935

A grand and a half for a 48in  
TV is no one’s idea of a bargain. 
But when you consider the  
level of audio-visual fidelity this 
money buys, not to mention the 
convenience of the integrated 
soundbar, it’s hard to argue the 
48OLED+935 isn’t worth every 
penny. Next-gen gamers may 
lament the lack of HDMI 2.1, but 
for anyone other than the most 
ardent button-bashers the lovely 
picture (with Ambilight) is quite 
immersive enough.

Stuff says 
Expensive for its size, but the picture 
and sound justify the price
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Yamaha SR-C20A
£199 / stuff.tv/SRC20A

At 60cm wide, this is a little bit of a soundbar 
that can do a little bit of everything.
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Chromecast with Google TV
£60 / stuff.tv/ChromecastTV

A solid buy if you like Google’s casting tricks 
but also want all your TV apps in one place.

Amazon Fire TV Stick
£40 / stuff.tv/FireStick

A solid little HD streamer for all the best bits 
of Amazon and more.

Sky TV
from £25/m + setup / stuff.tv/SkyTV

Already home to the biggest selection of 4K content, from 

blockbuster films and original dramas to top-flight sport, Sky  

has adopted a can’t-beat-’em-join-’em approach to streaming 

by incorporating the likes of Netflix, Amazon Prime Video, 

Disney+ and BT Sport in its user-friendly interface. It’s also 

restructured its packages to make them more affordable, while 

multiroom and mobile options round off the most comprehensive 

content system money can buy.

Stuff says 
Sky has come out fighting to move with the times and 
its selection of shows is unrivalled

Stuff says 
A marvel of voice control for your telly 

Stuff says 
Simply a great 4K streaming stick

Amazon Fire TV Cube
£110 / stuff.tv/FireTVCube
The Fire TV interface is easy to use and all 
the big catch-up services are available via 
this tidy box – and best of all, Alexa voice 
control works brilliantly. You’ll never have  
to worry about losing the remote again!

Amazon Fire TV Stick 4K
£50 / stuff.tv/FireStick4K
This streaming stick offers 4K plus a faster 
processor than the original Fire TV Stick,  
and comes with an Alexa Voice Remote… 
but look out also for the cheaper non-4K 
version below, and the bargain Lite model. 
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UPDATE

Sennheiser Ambeo Soundbar
£2199 / stuff.tv/AmbeoSoundbar 

Utterly convincing Dolby Atmos and DTS:X 3D sound, ample 

power and lots of inputs mean no other soundbar currently 

available can perform feats with the solidity and confidence  

of this Sennheiser. The sheer room-filling scale of this device’s 

sound is remarkable, and it’s hard to think of any content  

that wouldn’t benefit from being Ambeo’d. That’s why, as  

well as being the biggest and the most expensive, it’s the  

best you can buy.

Stuff says 
The Ambeo Soundbar is a big unit but the sound it 
makes is bigger still

Sonos Beam
£399 / stuff.tv/SonosBeam

Sonos’s great-value soundbar is packed 
with smarts… but have you seen p14?

Stuff says 
A punchy little bar with built-in streaming skills

Roku Streambar
£130 / stuff.tv/Streambar
It’s a compact soundbar and a versatile 
streaming stick in the same box – and both 
parts of the deal work brilliantly well. This is 
the simplest and cheapest way to upgrade 
your TV’s sound and smarts in one go.

Stuff says 
Big-screen sound for your big-screen binges

Sonos Arc
£899 / stuff.tv/SonosArc
Don’t expect this soundbar to do everything 
a multi-speaker Dolby Atmos setup can do, 
but its up-firing and side-firing drivers give  
a real sense of scale for an immersively 
cinematic TV-watching experience.
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Samsung Galaxy Tab S7+
 from £799 / stuff.tv/TabS7Plus

A true iPad Pro alternative that brilliantly 
balances productivity and entertainment.

Apple iPad (2020)
 from £329 / stuff.tv/iPad2020

The A12 Bionic chip turns Apple’s cheapest 
tab into an absolute powerhouse.

Stuff says 
Just enough power to be a genuine iPad rival

Microsoft Surface Go 2
from £359 / stuff.tv/SurfaceGo2
The Surface Go 2 feels less user-friendly 
and slick than an iPad, but pair it with the 
optional Type Cover and it turns into a neat 
mini-laptop. It’s also a surprisingly good way 
to play games.

Stuff says 
Absolutely the best tablet around… at a price

Apple iPad Pro
from £749 / stuff.tv/iPadPro
The 2021 iPad Pro’s display is wonderful and 
the M1 chip super-powerful, with only Apple 
itself holding things back with the flawed 
iPadOS. Don’t rush to upgrade if you have the 
2020 model… but this is the king of tablets. 

Apple iPad Air
from £579 / stuff.tv/iPadAir 

The 4th-generation iPad Air ushers in big changes. It looks the 

spit of an 11in iPad Pro (at least from the front), and supports 

Apple’s snazzy Magic Keyboard and second-gen Pencil… and  

the A14 chip makes it blazingly fast, leaving its predecessor in  

the dust. Sure, there are compromises, but none are critical. So  

if you were considering an iPad Pro but don’t really need the extra 

power of that phenomenal M1 processor, it might be wise to save 

yourself a few quid and buy the Air instead. 

Stuff says 
Pointing to the iPad’s future rather than its past, this is 
a meaningful, impressive, powerful Air update

   TOP TENS   TABLETS                CONSOLES   TOP TENS

FOR FULL REVIEWS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10/HOME-CINEMA & STUFF.TV/TOP-10/GAMES-MACHINES
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Stuff says 
This 2-in-1 console is the real deal

Stuff says 
A beast of a console that needs more games

Microsoft Xbox Series S
£250 / stuff.tv/XSS 

Delivers affordability without sacrificing key 
features, but still falls short on new titles. 

Evercade Handheld
£60 / stuff.tv/Evercade 

Scratches the retro itch in all sorts of ways. 
See also the TV-bound VS model. 

Sony PlayStation 5
£450 / stuff.tv/PS5

The PS5 is not a modest upgrade. Its hulking design means it’ll 

make a bad first impression on some, but spend time playing it 

and it’ll soon win you over – and then some. This is essentially a 

high-spec gaming PC for the living room: stupendously powerful, 

with greatly reduced loading times compared to the PS4. Most 

last-gen titles will run fine, many with a boost, and the line-up of 

new games is strong; we just hope developers make use of that 

fascinating DualSense pad and its haptic feedback trickery.

Stuff says 
Huge power, clever hardware and a guarantee of great 
games to come make the PS5 hard to resist

Nintendo Switch
£279 / stuff.tv/NintendoSwitch
Now four years old, the Switch is the 
second-best-selling console in Nintendo’s 
history thanks to great games and a unique 
twist on portable play. But maybe you’d 
rather hold out for the new OLED version?

Microsoft Xbox Series X
£450 / stuff.tv/XSX
A fully future-proofed machine that doesn’t 
scrimp on specs or speed, the Series X just 
wants more exclusive titles to make it sing. 
Xbox Game Pass remains pretty much the 
best streamed offering in gaming.
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The Last of Us Part II 
£27 / PS4

Just as The Last of Us proved to be the perfect 

swansong for the PS3 era, The Last of Us Part II 

is a masterful triumph to see off the PS4 in style:  

a rare superior sequel that can be mentioned  

in the same breath as The Godfather Part II.  

An unparalleled masterclass in everything it 

does, with an extensive suite of accessibility 

options that every game should adopt as  

the standard, it’s a game with a story that 

challenges us – and one we’ll be discussing  

long into the new console generation.

 OR PLAY THIS   
Uncharted: The Lost Legacy
A leaner and somewhat less  

grim action adventure from 

Naughty Dog, starring a pair  

of kick-ass women.

£10 / PS4

Stuff says 
Naughty Dog has done it again with  
this brutal, bleak and beautiful game 

Take your time 
exploring – you’ll 
find key resources, 
notes, even some 
fun Easter eggs.

Not keen on all the 
violence? A lot of 
confrontations can  
be avoided. Just look 
out for sniffer dogs!

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Demon’s Souls
£55 / PS5

This is a lovingly attentive remake 
that transforms an old game into  
a next-gen must-play. It’s going  
to make you work for it, as beneath 
that shiny new coat it remains a 
uniquely foreboding challenge, but 
overcoming Demon’s Souls is its 
own reward.

Monster Hunter Rise
£34 / Switch

So many monsters and mechanics to feast  
on – this is unmissable.

Super Mario 3D World + Bowser’s Fury
£39 / Switch

A sleeper Mario classic + an experimental 3D 
offshoot = one hell of a package.

It Takes Two
 from £30 / PS4, PS5, XBX, XSX, PC

A masterful co-op experience that will live long 
in the memory.

Tony Hawk’s Pro Skater 1 + 2 
from £35 / PS4, XB1, PC

A superb remake of two of the best sports 
games ever committed to disc.

Stuff says 
A gorgeous and faithful remake of  
a hugely influential cult classic

Returnal
£53 / PS5

A must-play for the PS5 – just be prepared to 
die again and again.

Hades
from £20 / PC, Switch

Just when you think you’ve seen 
all this hellish roguelite has to offer, 
a new tweak yanks you out of 
your comfort zone. It quickly 
becomes very addictive… and  
even if you’ll have to face numerous 
setbacks, few games make you 
feel so godly.

Final Fantasy VII Remake
 £20 / PS4

The greatest remake of one of the all-time 
greatest video games.

Ratchet & Clank: Rift Apart
£59 / PS5

Consistently fun and incredible to look at, this is 
a PS5 must-have.

Stuff says 
Great even if you don’t like roguelites 
…and if you do, it’s the best there is

BARGAIN 
BUY



2

3

11 1

FOR UP-TO-DATE LISTINGS AND FULL REVIEWS OF ALL KINDS OF GADGETS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10

3

5

1
TOP TENS   E-BIKES ETC      ELECTRIC CARS   TOP TENS92

HOT 
BUY

4

3

5

HOT 
BUY

 E
le

c
tr

ic
 c

a
r 

p
ri

c
e

s
 in

c
lu

d
e

 g
o

v
e

rn
m

e
n

t 
p

lu
g

-
in

 c
a

r 
g

ra
n

t 
(P

iC
G

)

NEW

NEW Volkswagen ID.3
from £27,135 / stuff.tv/ID3

A solid hatchback that looks ice-cold but is 
equally good at the mundane stuff.

Nissan Leaf
from £25,995 / stuff.tv/NissanLeaf

An accomplished family car that packs some 
serious range, performance and gadgetry.

Stuff says 
Big power, sports-car handling and lots of clever tech 
make the Taycan the most exciting EV yet

Honda E
from £28,215 / stuff.tv/HondaE
Born to be a city commuter (its maximum 
range is just 137 miles), the E is light, nimble 
and planted, but also delivers a completely 
comfortable and saloon-like refined ride for 
longer journeys.

Polestar 2
from £39,900 / stuff.tv/Polestar2
From Volvo’s EV subsidiary, this five-door 
all-electric fastback blends elements of  
a futuristic saloon with bits of an SUV and 
totally gets away with it… thanks in part to  
a staggering 660Nm of torque.

Porsche Taycan 
from £72,850 / stuff.tv/Taycan

It was about time someone took the fight to Tesla, and boy has 

Porsche delivered with the Taycan. This electric four-door saloon 

is the EV that petrolheads have been waiting for. In full-fat Turbo S 

flavour, the Taycan hits 62mph in 2.8 seconds – and adding more 

drama to proceedings is how it shifts up through its two-speed 

gearbox. The Taycan has a dynamism that can’t be matched  

by other electric cars, with a surefootedness that encourages 

you to press on.

Stuff says 
Pricier than the equivalent Mini… but more fun

Stuff says 
A speedy five-door EV that’s a joy to drive 

Ribble Endurance SL e Pro
from £4999 / stuff.tv/Endurance

Super-light and a great bike on its own – the 
motor is just the icing on the hilly cake.

Gocycle G4i
£3999 / stuff.tv/G4i

This folding e-bike is silky-smooth, super-fast 
and splendidly futuristic… for a price.

VanMoof S3 
£1998 / stuff.tv/VanMoofS3

VanMoof’s second-gen S3 (or X3 if you’re under 5ft 8in) looks like 

a normal bike, rides like a normal bike and, crucially, doesn’t cost  

a ridiculous amount of cash. The chunky 50mm tyres, slightly 

swooped bars and upright riding position all combine to make  

it super-comfy, and 30 miles with the power assistance set to 

level three (out of four) left us completely sweat-free with 20% 

still in the tank. Plus, for such a looker, the S3 has a lot of tech 

hidden away to make it a less than ideal target for thieves.

Stuff says 
This smart-looking e-bike offers a great ride, great 
features and some genuinely useful security smarts

Stuff says 
Pricey, but well built and a real easy rider

Stuff says 
A light e-bike that’s ideal for commuting

Cowboy 3
£1690 / stuff.tv/Cowboy3
The 43-mile range, app-controlled lights, 
smart tracking and anti-theft tech make  
this bike a true commuter contender. It’s  
a handsome steed… but watch out also  
for the new Cowboy 4, reviewed on p54. 

Specialized Turbo Vado SL 5.0 EQ
£4000 / stuff.tv/VadoSL
With the electrics hidden away in the frame, 
this hybrid bike looks pretty discreet – but  
it has a mass of added extras, including an 
extra boost of assistance for daunting hills 
and a kickstand for statement propping.
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Amazon Echo Dot (4th Gen)
from £50 / stuff.tv/Dot

It can’t match a full-size smart 
speaker for audio, but as a radio 
and Alexa assistant for the bedside 
or kitchen, this cutey gets the job 
done. It’s worth paying £10 more 
for the ‘with Clock’ version, which 
adds extra functionality beyond 
telling the time. 

Google Nest Mini
£49 / stuff.tv/NestMini

If you live in Google’s world (and 
let’s face it, most of us do) then 
the Nest Mini is the best, cheapest 
way to get into the smart home 
game. It’s a better bet than the 
Echo Dot with Clock if you want 
close integration with your Google 
calendar and apps.

Ring Indoor Cam
£49 / stuff.tv/RingIndoor

This cute little spy-cam is a bona fide bargain for 
anyone with security worries.

Philips Hue Starter Kit
from £50 (white) / stuff.tv/Hue

Become an indoor god with the smartest way 
of lighting up your home remotely.

Nest Learning Thermostat 
£219 / stuff.tv/NestTherm

A simple and mess-free smart thermostat with 
Alexa compatibility.

Dyson V15 Detect Absolute 
£600 / stuff.tv/V15Absolute

Ludicrous but brilliant: a vacuum cleaner that 
illuminates your dust particles with a laser.

3

Amazon Echo  
(4th Gen)
£90 / stuff.tv/Echo

Having morphed from a cylinder to a sphere, 

the latest Echo is an excellent newsreader, 

weather forecaster, personal assistant and 

intercom straight out of the box; but it’s now 

also a capable speaker and a very accessible 

smart home hub. It doesn’t sound as good as 

the Sonos One or Apple HomePod for listening 

to music, but it’s significantly smarter than both 

and considerably cheaper too.

1

 NOW ADD THIS  
Honeywell T6R
This Zigbee-enabled thermostat 

is wireless so you can place it 

where it’s most convenient. 

£165 / amazon.co.uk

Stuff says 
An all-round upgrade that makes the 
Echo a smarter speaker than ever

Stuff says 
Louder and cleverer than ever… and 
it’ll only improve with updates

Stuff says 
With the optional clock, this is our 
favourite bedside wondergadget

The Echo’s built-in 
Zigbee hub can hook 
up hundreds of 
smart home devices 
without a bridge.

Pair a compatible 
thermostat and the 
Echo’s temperature 
sensor can activate 
the heating.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Alexa Flash Briefings 
deliver bursts of 
news or trivia; 
choose from 5000 
sources in the app.

HOT 
BUY

Nanoleaf Essentials A19 
from £18 / stuff.tv/NanoleafA19

Simple, affordable, effective: these lights are  
a must for any Apple smart home.

8

   SMART HOME   TOP TENS

Brisant-Secure Ultion Smart 
from £259 / stuff.tv/UltionSmart

Tradition and tech partner up in a smart lock to 
please everyone.

Amazon Echo Show 10 
£240 / stuff.tv/Show10

The revolving trick makes this a handy (but not 
essential) upgrade on the previous Echo Show.
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Pistol Whip
from £27 / Oculus, Vive, PSVR

Like John Wick meets EDM, this rhythmic 
blaster makes you feel like a master assassin.

HTC Vive Cosmos
£549 / stuff.tv/Cosmos

A simple setup with potential for upgrades, 
but tough to recommend at this price.

Population: One
from £23 / Oculus, Vive

Not as polished as Fortnite, but still a ripping 
battle-royale shooter with chaotic action.

PlayStation VR
from £260 / stuff.tv/PSVR

Held back by niggling issues… let’s hope the 
upcoming second-gen PSVR will fix those.

Half-Life: Alyx
from £40 / Oculus, Vive, Valve Index

Announcing Alyx as not only a ‘midquel’ but a VR exclusive got 

some Half-Life diehards riled up… but in classic Valve fashion, 

the end result is utterly brilliant. Alyx succeeds because its 

universe just happens to be a perfect fit for the format. It’s also 

larger and much more robust than most VR games, at a meaty 

12-15 hours. And though it unfolds at a different kind of cadence 

to past Half-Life games, it feels like a fully fledged solo campaign 

and a key part of the franchise narrative.

Oculus Quest 2
from £299 / stuff.tv/Quest2

The original Quest felt almost too good to be true. Its successor 

lacks the same wow factor, but you can’t argue with a better 

display and processor – not to mention a lighter, more 

comfortable build – for less money. Are there more powerful 

headsets? Is motion sickness still an issue? Yes to both, but 

superb tracking and a total absence of wires make this the VR 

package to get… that is, unless you’re boycotting Facebook, 

because you have to be logged in to use it. 

1

Stuff says 
Valve’s beloved series returns… and offers one of the 
strongest arguments to date for VR gaming

Stuff says 
Not a complete reinvention, but our favourite VR 
headset is now even better… and cheaper!

Stuff says 
A mesmerising musical melee

Stuff says 
The best of the performance-PC VR options

Stuff says 
Spacey fun… and even better with a joystick

Stuff says 
Impressive, but not the best around in 2021

Beat Saber
from £23 / Oculus, Vive, PSVR
Gleefully swing your twin lightsabers to  
chop blocks that are flung your way to the 
thumping beat of a song. This game has 
reinvented the rhythm genre for VR and it’s 
glorious, especially on the cable-free Quest. 

Valve Index
£919 / stuff.tv/ValveIndex
While not revolutionary, the Index carries 
enough subtle upgrades to put it atop the 
PC-based headset pack. Everything looks 
fabulous and the controllers deliver the most 
fluid-feeling VR interactions to date. 

Star Wars: Squadrons
from £15 / Oculus, Vive, PSVR
Suit up and enter the cockpit in this dazzling 
dogfighter, a robust Star Wars sim that  
you can play fully in VR across the entire 
experience – campaign missions and online 
shootouts alike.

HTC Vive Pro
£599 (headset only) / stuff.tv/HTCVivePro
No longer the top dog for high-end VR  
using a PC, the Vive Pro remains a strong 
headset thanks to its crisp screens and 
comfy fit. We can’t wait to try the new and 
improved Pro 2…

TOP TENS   VR HEADSETS              VR GAMES   TOP TENS94
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Mario Kart Live: Home Circuit
£100 / stuff.tv/MKLive

AR software, real-life cars and course markers 
turn your living room into a Mario Kart track. 

Lego Adventures with Mario
from £50 / stuff.tv/LAMario

Basically Mario Maker in brick form; begin 
with the essential Starter Course.

Lego Mindstorms  
Robot Inventor 
£330 / stuff.tv/Mindstorms

It’s clear Lego has prioritised immediacy and fun with its latest 

build-your-own-bots kit, which lets you and/or your little ones 

create five different coding-controlled mecha-beings. Yes, the  

set lacks a proper screen and relies on a separate device for 

programming; but it offers great clarity and scope, plus an attitude 

that encourages tinkering… whatever your age.

Stuff says 
A fun, versatile set for Lego electronics newcomers  
and old hands alike

Stuff says 
Lego’s best digital/plastic crossover yet

Stuff says 
Enough fun to convert any coding-phobe

Sphero RVR
£250 / stuff.tv/SpheroRVR
The RVR pulls off the balance between 
serious coding and knockabout fun perfectly: 
it’s an all-terrain vehicle that you can throw 
around without worrying about it breaking, 
but also has serious programming chops. 

Lego Vidiyo
from £3.99 / stuff.tv/Vidiyo
The brick masters’ latest foray into AR sees 
you shoot video, directing music promos  
for bands whose members are based on 
real-world sets – think collectable minifigs 
crossed with TikTok. 

GoPro Hero9 Black 
£330 / stuff.tv/H9B

One of the most versatile bits of filming kit 
we’ve used. Can the Hero10 on p10 better it?

GoPro Hero8 Black 
£260 / stuff.tv/H8B

Overtaken by the Hero9 Black… but this is still 
arguably a better option if you don’t need 5K.

TOP TENS   DRONES & ACTION CAMS              TECH TOYS   TOP TENS

1

Stuff says 
DJI’s dinky drone soars above the competition

Stuff says 
A viable cheaper option than the new Air 2S

DJI Mini 2 
£419 / stuff.tv/Mini2
Just light enough to avoid having to be 
registered with the CAA, DJI’s latest pocket 
drone is a little beast that grabs stellar aerial 
video. It’s also super-intuitive to control and 
capable of shooting in 4K.

DJI Mavic Air 2 
£769 / stuff.tv/MavicAir2
DJI has built on the platform of a simple 
entry-level drone and thrown in a heap of  
pro features, so those dipping a toe into aerial 
photography or videography no longer have 
to put up with mediocre content.

DJI Air 2S
£899 / stuff.tv/Air2S

DJI’s status as overlord of the consumer drone world is pretty 

much unchallenged, but there’s no sign of laurel-resting here. 

The Air 2S may be its best drone yet: an almost perfect balance 

of portability, performance and price, ideal for novices but still 

able to produce nigh-on pro-level results. The richness of colour 

in conditions where a smaller sensor would struggle is the real 

killer feature; that this camera is bolted onto such a stable and 

easy-to-fly drone just makes it all the better.

Stuff says 
DJI cranks up the magic once again with the best  
all-round camera drone on the market
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NEW

NEW

Fujifilm X-T4
£1399 / stuff.tv/XT4 

The Fuji X-T4 might be the high-end mirrorless 

camera of your dreams. Relatively affordable for 

a flagship, it excels at stills and video thanks to 

in-body image stabilisation, high-speed shooting 

and 4K recording at up to 60fps. Rapid shooting  

is backed up by fancy AF tricks that feel equally 

fast and reliable, and even the battery life goes 

above and beyond the usual standards. There’s 

no doubting this is a worthy successor to the 

already fabulous X-T3.

 NOW ADD THIS 
Fujifilm XF 16-80mm f/4
This versatile lens covers a bigger 

zoom range than most and adapts 

to pretty much any requirements. 

£699 / wexphotovideo.com

Stuff says 
A superbly capable mirrorless camera for 
shooting pretty much anything in style

It’s easy to set up the 
X-T4’s customisable 
Q button: just hold it 
down for a couple of 
seconds for options.

Avoid those wonky 
horizons by turning 
on the built-in 
on-screen level  
in screen settings.

Fujifilm X Acquire is a 
clever bit of PC/Mac 
software that backs 
up all your X-T4’s 
custom settings.

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Sony A7C
£1709 / stuff.tv/A7C

Putting full-frame sensors in small 
bodies is one of Sony’s greatest 
strengths, and the A7C minimises 
things even further – but this is  
a compact package with a lot of 
imaging power. For photographers 
and video makers who want  
to carry everything with them  
in a modest bag (or hanging  
around their neck), the A7C  
fits the bill better than any other 
interchangeable-lens camera.

Sony A7 III
£1699 / stuff.tv/SonyA7iii

The A7 III manages to pack in a lot 
of technology and desirability for 
less than £2000. It’s a fantastic  
all-rounder that’s well suited to  
a bunch of shooting scenarios, 
coping well with landscapes, 
portraits, and even a little bit  
of high-speed sport shooting.  
As a camera design it’s admittedly 
not the prettiest thing we’ve ever 
seen, but it handles well for its 
compact size.

Canon EOS R6
£2600 / stuff.tv/EOSR6

With its low-light-friendly specs, the R6 all but 
guarantees sharp shots in any conditions.

Canon EOS RP
£1049 / stuff.tv/EOSRP

A full-frame mirrorless marvel that’s light enough 
to not be a burden and offers top picture quality.

Nikon D780
£1990 / stuff.tv/D780

An all-round DSLR that’s built like a tank and 
borrows the best tricks of its mirrorless siblings. 

Sony A1
£6499 / stuff.tv/A1

There are better options for specialists, but this is 
the ultimate no-compromise all-round camera.

Fujifilm GFX100S
£5499 / stuff.tv/GFX100S

Not cheap, but lightweight and compact: Fuji has 
made medium-format accessible.

Sony ZV-E10
£680 / stuff.tv/E10

With lots of inputs, decent mics and strong 4K 
performance, this is a great-value vlogging tool.

Stuff says 
An excellent all-rounder that thrives  
in low-light conditions

Stuff says 
Superb quality and full-frame 
goodness from a half-pint camera
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Nikon Z50
£929 / stuff.tv/Z50

One of the best APS-C cameras out there, 
offering a multitude of pro-level features.



97

FOR FULL REVIEWS OF ALL THESE GADGETS, AND TO EXPLORE MORE TOP TEN LISTS, VISIT STUFF.TV/TOP-10

HOT 
BUY

BUDGET BUYS   TOP TENS

6
Ultimate Ears Wonderboom 2

 £90 / stuff.tv/Wonderboom2
A rugged little wonder that’ll bring a sonic boost 
to any occasion.

9

Microsoft Xbox  
Wireless Headset
£90 / stuff.tv/XboxHeadset

These black cans are unmistakably 
Xbox, with chunky earpads and 
plenty of padding. And the sound  
is impressive for the price, with  
a low-end response so impactful  
we had to turn down the bass in 
the Xbox’s EQ app.  

Raspberry Pi 400
£94 / stuff.tv/Pi400

This DIY computer kit isn’t about 
the work (or homework) it can  
do, but what you can turn it into.  
It’s an affordable standalone 
programming rig, a hub for 
electronics and a stashable  
device that can become any 
classic home computer in seconds.

Mi Smart Band 5
£25 / stuff.tv/MiBand5

Fantastic value and decent features make this 
an easy fitness tracker to recommend.

Moto G30
 £140 / stuff.tv/G30

A phone that packs in plenty on a budget, even if 
not every feature adds value.

Orange Crest Edition
 £95 / stuff.tv/OrangeCrest

Comfortable cans with a sound that’s true to 
Orange’s hard-rocking heritage.

Nanoleaf Essentials A19 
from £18 / stuff.tv/NanoleafA19

Simple, affordable, effective: these lights are  
a must for any Apple smart home.

Google Nest Hub (2nd Gen) 
£90 / stuff.tv/NestHub2

A small but mighty smart home display with 
some useful improvements on its predecessor.

Chromecast with Google TV
£60 / stuff.tv/ChromecastTV

A solid buy if you like Google’s casting tricks but 
also want all your TV apps in one place.

2 3 4

5

8

Amazon Echo Dot
(4th Gen)
from £50 / stuff.tv/Dot

This fabric-covered take on Marvin the paranoid 

android in disguise as a Magic 8-Ball feels 

playful yet classical. It can’t match a full-size 

smart speaker for audio, but as a little radio  

and an Alexa assistant for the bedside table  

or kitchen worktop, this cutey gets the job 

done. It’s worth paying £10 more for the ‘with 

Clock’ version, which adds extra functionality 

beyond telling the time.

1

 NOW ADD THIS   
Sportlink Wall Mount
This minimalist acrylic mount for  

the Dot will keep it clear from wet 

surfaces in the bathroom or kitchen.

£9 / amazon.co.uk

Stuff says 
With the optional clock, this is our 
favourite bedside wondergadget

Stuff says 
A superb gadget for hacking around 
and exploring computing’s past

Stuff says 
Yes, you really can bag a decent 
gaming headset for under £100

Fed up of yelling? 
Alexa’s voice can 
work like an intercom 
with connected  
Echo devices.

Alexa Voice 
Shopping lets you 
order from Amazon; 
add a ‘voice code’ to 
keep the kids off. 

TIPS & 
TRICKS

Dot at your bedside? 
Saying “Alexa, turn on 
whisper mode” will 
stop it waking up 
sleepyheads.

7
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ne thousand songs in your pocket. 
How quaint! What’s Spotify got, 
70 million?
Well, yes, but cast your mind back 

two decades and most people had huge CD 
collections that very much didn’t fit in their 
pockets. Even cars were sold with the ‘benefit’ 
of filling boots with chunky CD changers. Then 
MP3 arrived… but most players on the market 
were junk. Apple’s wasn’t. While rivals battled 
over specs – never mind the dreadful industrial 
design and abysmal interfaces – Apple played 
to its strengths: brilliant marketing, a great user 
experience and lickable design.

Steady on. Sure, it was shiny and white, but 
the iPod wasn’t that great a design. 
We beg to differ. Having ruined our thumbs by 
prodding tiny metal buttons to crawl through 
tracks one at a time on other players, the 
iPod’s scroll wheel – which accelerated the 
longer you span it – was a revelation. And so 
was the FireWire connection, which bucked 
the industry trend of hundreds of tracks 
syncing over USB 1.1 in roughly the time it 
takes the Cure to release a new album. Add 
the famous white earphones, subsequently 
the stars of many iPod advertising campaigns, 
and you’ve a stone-cold design classic.

Hang on: FireWire? Wasn’t that a weird Mac 
thing that no one talks about any more?
Sort of. It was designed for rapid data transfer 
and was popular with video makers. But 
there are more important iPod things no  
one talks about now: the first one wasn’t 
compatible with Windows; initial customer 
reactions were mixed; and the iTunes Store 
didn’t arrive until 2003. Still, despite all that, 
the iPod’s strengths led to it dominating  
the market – a Walkman for the early 21st 
century, where you didn’t need to cart 50 
tapes around in order to have fast access to 
1000 songs, wherever you happened to be.
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Apple iPod
O

It’s bricky 
Unlike modern mobile 

devices, the first iPod 

focused on one thing: music. 

But if you held down the centre 

button when in the About 

menu, you got a game:  

a Breakout clone  

called Brick.





Sleep better with

SleepHalo™ Twin Pack £69.99

SleepHalo™ £39.99

Follow us on Social Media for exclusive
offers and exciting giveaways!

radiation.

Designed and manufactured in the UK, 
SleepHalo allows users to wirelessly charge 
their mobile devices whilst enjoying a new 
found peace of mind.

How it works

The genius of SleepHalo is that it allows 
the mobile phone to continue to operate 

the bed.


