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1. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

BE BONE HEALTHY

(1) Every time a child takes a soft drink, is he laying the ground work for a dangerous 
bone disease? Fizzy and sugary drinks don’t cause osteoporosis but, because they are 
often a substitute for a glass of milk, the children miss out on taking in the calcium and  
vitamin D they need to build a strong skeleton. Many of them also lead a sedentary 
lifestyle, so they aren’t getting the bone-building benefits of vigorous exercise either. 
These children tend to suffer from brittle bones and fractures later on in life. In 
addition, they could be at a risk of being diagnosed with osteoporosis at an earlier age 
than most others.

(2) The Indian Society for Bone and Mineral Research (ISBMR), a body comprising
experts on osteoporosis, was established in 1996, with the aim of promoting research
and circulating awareness about metabolic bone diseases especially this bone-
crippling disease. Osteoporosis starts in childhood but its consequences are apparent
at a later stage in life. This condition causes bones to become riddled with holes, like
the framework of a house that’s been attacked by termites. This can lead to broken
bones, which in turn, can cause deformity, chronic pain, and disability. Osteoporosis
can be fatal: up to 25 per cent of older people who suffer a broken hip, die within
a year. Osteoporosis isn’t just your grandmother’s health threat. Although it strikes
over 50 million women in India, it also menaces over 12 million men. It causes loss
of height, pain in joints and back, and fractures, and can be very depressing. So, it is
important that we adopt preventive measures to save millions of people from the risk
of suffering from osteoporosis.

(3) There is a new medical understanding of the best ways to protect ourselves and our
children. “Simple changes in lifestyle and nutrition will help save bones”, says Dr. Mittal.
He suggests, it’s never too late to adopt bone-friendly habits, like exercise that includes
walking, jogging or skipping, getting enough sunlight, and getting adequate calcium,
especially through fruits, vegetables, and fermented dairy products. This move in the
right direction will keep the bones healthy and prevent osteoporosis.

On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.  (1×5=5)
(a) What is the full form of ISBMR?

(i) Indian Society for Bone and Mind Research
(ii) International Scheme for Bone and Mineral Reserve

(iii) Indian Society for Bone and Mineral Research
(iv) International Scheme for Bone and Mineral Research



6 English–X: Term–1

  (b) Osteoporosis causes bones to become:
 (i) riddled with holes  (ii) strong like iron
 (iii) shapeless   (iv) none of these
  (c) What is the aim of ISBMR?
 (i) To adopt bone-friendly habits 
 (ii) To promote research and circulate awareness about metabolic bone disease 
 (iii) To get bone-building benefits 
 (iv) To adopt preventive measures to save millions of people from the risk of 

suffering from osteoporosis
  (d) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following.
 (i) Simple changes in lifestyle and nutrition will help save bones. 
 (ii) It’s never too late to adopt bone-friendly habits. 
 (iii) Osteoporosis starts in childhood. 
 (iv) Fizzy and sugary drinks cause osteoporosis.  
  (e) Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘ground work’, as 

used in the passage. 
 1. Difficult work   2. Important work 
 3. Basic work   4. Ordinary work 
 5. Preliminary work
 (i) (1) and (3)  (ii) (3) and (5)
 (iii) (2) and (4)  (iv) (2) and (5) 

 2. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

CHILD MARRIAGE: AN EVIL

 (1) Child marriages are rampant in North India. They continue to blight the lives of people. 
Children bound by marriage are victims of blind customs and superstitions prevalent in 
rural areas and certain urban concentrations among the weaker socio-economic groups. 
Nothing seems to stop this anti-social practice despite the Child Marriage Act passed as 
early as in 1929, which makes child marriage a grave offence.

 (2) Why do child marriages take place and what can be done to prevent them from 
happening? The evil thrives because of illiteracy and other related causes—the most 
important of which is the anxiety of parents to marry off their daughters at the earliest. 
In many high-illiteracy states, like Rajasthan, the practice of child marriage is in vogue. 
Akhha Teej is D-day for the parents of minor girls, since, on that day, the parents seek 
salvation from the anxiety of girls growing up in their midst.

 (3) A child marriage is less likely to take place if the parents are literate or at least the father 
is. He is, then, aware of the legal minimum age for marriage and the health hazards 
his daughter will face by an early marriage. If the mother, otherwise literate, has been 
exposed to the importance of family planning, she is also less likely to solemnise her 
daughter’s wedding before the legal minimum age.

 (4) Among the other reasons that parents give away young daughters in marriage is the 
need, felt especially by families with more than one daughter, to keep wedding expenses 
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down. By marrying two daughters simultaneously, parents save on expenses. Parental 
anxiety about grown-up (14 years and above) daughters going astray, forces the less 
educated to give away their female children in marriage.

 (5) The Child Marriage Restraint Act in 19710, raised the minimum age of marriage 
for girls from 15 to 110 years and for boys from 110 to 21 years. The committee, on 
the status of women, in its report in 1974, had recommended that all offences under 
the Child Marriage Restraint Act should be made cognizable and special officers be 
appointed to enforce the law. 

 (6) The crux of the problem is that the role of a girl-child in traditional rural areas is  
circumscribed around marriage and motherhood.

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.      (1×5=5)
  (a) Children bound by marriage are victims of:
 (i) blind customs  (ii) superstitions
 (iii) both (i) and (ii)  (iv) neither (i) nor (ii)
  (b) What is Akhha Teej?
 (i) The day when the family planning is exposed.
 (ii) The day when parents seek salvation from the anxiety of girls growing up in 

their midst.
 (iii) The day when the daughter faces health hazards. 
 (iv) The day when two daughters marry simultaneously. 
  (c) Why do parents marry two daughters simultaneously? 
 (i) To support the daughters (ii) To avoid health hazards 
 (iii) To save on expenses (iv) To enforce the law 
  (d)  In what circumstance will a child marriage be less likely to take place?
 (i) If the children are victims of blind customs 
 (ii) If the parents are literate 
 (iii) If the parents seek salvation 
 (iv) If the parents keep wedding expenses down 
  (e) Select the option that makes the correct use of ‘grave’, as used in the passage, to 

fill in the blank space. 
 (i) Life is a battle from cradle to _____________. 
 (ii) In the _____________, the rich and poor lie equal. 
 (iii) We realised very quickly that we had made a _____________ mistake. 
 (iv) She knelt beside her father’s _____________ to place flowers.

 3. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

A FOR ALLERGY

 (1)  Like bad news and common cold, allergies can pop up when least expected. I suddenly 
developed an allergy to crocin (paracetamol) some years ago after having it all my life 
to treat everything, from headache to fever to toothache.

 (2) A stuffed or drippy nose, frequent sneezing, an itchy throat, rashes, sinus, ear pain, 
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difficulty in breathing, stomach cramps, itchiness, red or watery eyes are some of the 
common symptoms of an allergic reaction. Pollen, dust, polluted outdoor air, and indoor 
pollutants, such as dust mites, animal dander, cigarette smoke, and mould are among 
the common environmental pollutants, while other triggers include medicines, paint, 
and chemicals in cleaners and cosmetics, such as hair colour and skin creams. Among 
foods, eight allergens account for almost 90% of food allergies: milk, soy, wheat, egg, 
peanut, tree nuts, fish, and shellfish.

 (3) Most of us wrongly believe that people with allergies are either born with them or 
develop them in early childhood. An allergy can develop at any time in your life and its 
prevalence among adults is rising. While most people who develop allergies as adults 
have experienced some allergic reaction—either to the same or an unrelated trigger 
before—a few have no history of sensitivity.

 (4) In an acute immune reaction, the allergy trigger may be one, but the symptom is usually 
caused by a combination of factors. Stress, a sterile environment that prevents the 
body from developing immunity and lifestyle-induced changes in the body’s hormonal 
balance are thought to be some triggers. This has been borne out by clinical evidence 
that women are more likely to develop allergies at puberty, after pregnancy, and at 
menopause, all pointing to hormonal causes.

 (5) Avoiding the allergy trigger and taking anti-allergy medication as soon as you can, after 
exposure to an allergen is the best possible protection. Since pollen levels generally peak 
in the morning, people with airway sensitivity and asthma should postpone outdoor 
exercises to later in the day or stick to exercising indoors, as deeper and more rapid 
breathing induced by aerobic exercise causes more pollen and dust being inhaled, which 
can wreck your airways and lungs. Since air pollutants tend to cling to clothes and hair, 
changing your clothes when you come home or washing your hair before going to bed, 
lowers exposure.

  On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)
  (a) Which of the following are the common symptoms of an allergic reaction?
 (i) Itchy throat and frequent sneezing
 (ii) Muscle pain 
 (iii) Dryness 
 (iv) Hair fall 
  (b) Most of us wrongly believe that:
 (i) allergies can pop up when least expected 
 (ii) people develop allergies as adults 
 (iii) allergies among adults are rising 
 (iv) allergies are either born with them or develop them in early childhood 
  (c) What is the best possible protection?
 (i) Avoiding the allergy trigger and taking anti-allergy medication.
 (ii) Rapid breathing induced by aerobic exercise. 
 (iii) Washing your hair before going to bed. 
 (iv) Pointing to hormonal causes.  
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  (d) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 
following. 

 (i) An allergy can develop at any time in your life. 
 (ii) The allergy trigger is usually caused by a combination of factors. 
 (iii) Among foods, eight allergens account for almost 90% of food allergies. 
 (iv) Taking anti-allergy medication as soon as you can, after exposure to an allergen 

is the best possible protection. 
  (e) Which of the following best explains the phrase ‘account for’, as used in the 

passage?
 (i) Pass off   (ii) Make up 
 (iii) Write up   (iv) Look up 

 4. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

BENEFITS OF POLITENESS

 (1) Politeness has been well-defined as benevolence in trifles. It is the desire to put those 
whom we meet perfectly at ease, and save them from every kind of petty discomfort 
and annoyance. The limited part of benevolence called politeness requires only an 
inclination to make them happy temporarily, while they are in our presence, and can 
be done without any sacrifice on our part or only with a slight sacrifice of our personal 
comfort. 

 (2) Politeness is said to be one of the most important characteristics of a civilised person. 
Politeness is the art of choosing from among your thoughts. It must be implemented in 
every walk of life. When we deal with people elder to us, we are polite. But an honest 
polite person is polite with everyone, including people of lower status, workers, and 
even children. Not just with humans, we must also be polite with animals as they help 
us. 

 (3) Politeness is a skill, and like any other skill, can be mastered with practice. The greatest 
enemy of politeness is ego. To be a polite person, you have to sacrifice your ego. It is 
difficult for an egoist to be polite. You have to imply politeness in your thinking, speech, 
and action. Actions speak louder than words. Polite actions will render fine results. 
Politeness will reduce your stress and boost you to be productive. Apart from your 
present benefits, you protect your future. Being polite makes you mentally healthy. 

 (4) Different rules of behaviour have to be observed depending on whether we are in the 
street or the drawing room, at home or school, among friends or with strangers, and so 
on. Our behaviour also varies on the basis of the country we hail from as there is great 
diversity of social etiquette between the cultures of different countries.

 (5) Politeness, besides being a duty that we owe to others, is a valuable possession for 
ourselves. It costs nothing, and yet may, in many cases, bring much profit. The great 
advantage of this excellence of conduct was very clearly expressed by Dr Johnson when 
he said that the difference between a well-bred and an ill-bred man is that the former 
immediately attracts your liking and the latter your dislike. 

  On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.     (1×5=5)
  (a) Define politeness. 
 (i) Doing something without any sacrifice. 
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 (ii) An inclination to make people happy temporarily. 
 (iii) The desire to put those whom we meet perfectly at ease. 
 (iv) A skill to annoy someone’s personal comfort.
  (b) Our behaviour varies on the basis of:
 (i) diversity of social etiquette  (ii) the country we hail from 
 (iii) the excellence of conduct  (iv) politeness in thinking, speech and action 
  (c) Which of the following best explains the phrase ‘actions speak louder than 

words’?
 (i) What someone actually does means more than what they say will do. 
 (ii) What someone says shows their intentions and feelings more clearly than what 

they do.
 (iii) People are more likely to believe what you say than what you do.
 (iv) Words have a greater impact than actions on someone. 
  (d) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following. 
 (i) There is great diversity of social etiquette between the cultures of different 

countries. 
 (ii) Being polite makes you mentally weak. 
 (iii) The greatest enemy of politeness is ego. 
 (iv) Politeness is a skill. 
  (e) ‘Being polite will render fine results’. Substitute the underlined word with the 

most appropriate option from the following. 
 (i) Give   (ii) Leave 
 (iii) Support   (iv) Surrender 

 5. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

WHERE HAVE ALL THE SPARROWS GONE?

 (1) They were once everywhere. Chirping and flapping their wings at the window sills, on 
top of cupboards, and on the branches of trees. Where have all the little sparrows gone? 
This is the most frequently asked question about sparrows these days.

 (2) The association between humans and house sparrows dates back to several centuries and 
no other bird has been associated with humans on a daily basis like the house sparrow. 
It is a bird that evokes fond memories of childhood. The nests of sparrows dotted almost 
every house in the neighbourhood as well as public places like bus stands and railway 
stations, where they lived in colonies and survived on food grains and tiny worms.

 (3) A study conducted by the Andhra University, Vishakhapatnam, highlighted the fact 
that the population of sparrows had fallen by over 60 per cent even in the rural areas 
of coastal Andhra Pradesh. A survey conducted by the British Trust for Ornithology 
showed that the house sparrow’s population in Britain has declined by about 510 per 
cent since 1970.

 (4) Certainly, there is no single reason for the decline of the house sparrows. Mobile tower 
radiation and excessive use of chemical fertilizers are aggravating the problem and 
have been identified as potent sparrow killers.
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 (5) It is said that sparrow chicks, which require insect food for their survival in their early 
days, have not been getting adequate supply from their parents. This has triggered 
large scale death of chicks, leading to a gradual decline in their population.

 (6) Urban landscape too, has been dramatically altered over the years. No longer are sparrows 
able to find the tiny nooks, crannies, and holes where they used to build their nests.

 (7) Typically, sparrows were never an issue of concern for us with their diminutive presence 
in our household. Perhaps, it is this diminutive presence because of which even their 
gradual disappearance has gone unnoticed. Mohammed Dilawar is rightly called the 
Sparrow Man of India as he has been successful in drawing the attention of the world 
towards the declining number of house sparrows.

 (8) House sparrows are an important bioindicator and their decline is a grim reminder of 
the degradation of the urban environment and the danger from it to the humans in the 
long run.

  On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.     (1×5=5)
  (a) What is the most frequently asked question about sparrows these days?
 (i) Where have all the sparrows gone?
 (ii) What do sparrows eat?
 (iii) Where do sparrows live?
 (iv) Why are sparrows everywhere? 
  (b) A survey conducted by the British Trust for Ornithology showed that:
 (i) house sparrows evoke fond memories of childhood
 (ii) there is no single reason for the decline of the house sparrows
 (iii) chemical fertilizers are aggravating the problem and have been identified as 

potent sparrow killers
 (iv) house sparrows’ population in Britain has declined by about 59 per cent since 

1970 
  (c) What has triggered leading to a gradual decline in their population?
 (i) Chicks not getting adequate supply from their parents 
 (ii) Mobile tower radiation
 (iii) Degradation of the urban environment
 (iv) None of these 
  (d) Which of the following definition explains the term ‘bioindicator’? 
 (i) The species which have beaks and wings, and are sensitive to pollution. 
 (ii) The species which reveal the health of the natural ecosystem. 
 (iii) The species which reveal the presence of toxic pollutants in the environment. 
 (iv) The species which are on the verge of extinction. 
  (e) ‘Their degradation is a grim reminder of the degradation of the urban 

environment’. Substitute the underlined word with the most appropriate option 
from the following.

 (i) Gloomy   (ii) Mild 
 (iii) Fruitful   (iv) Ultimate 
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 6. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

FOOD DESERTS AND NUTRITION
 (1) Many of the serious health concerns in modern America can be linked to poor diet. 

People who regularly consume foods high in sodium, sugar, and saturated fats not 
only increase their chances of obesity, but also increase their risks of developing heart 
disease, hypertension, diabetes, and several types of cancer. Although some people 
who regularly consume unhealthy foods do so knowingly, there is a significant portion 
of the population that remains under-educated about proper nutrition. Individuals 
who live in food deserts in low-income neighbourhoods that lack easy access to healthy, 
affordable food may not even have the opportunity to obtain nutritious food.

 (2) Food deserts are located in high-poverty areas, such as sparsely populated rural areas 
or densely populated, low-income urban centres. Food deserts most often develop 
when major supermarket chains either relocate out of these areas or simply refrain 
from building stores there in the first place. Major food retailer chains tend to limit 
their store locations to wealthier urban or suburban neighbourhoods. This means that 
those who live in high-poverty areas often also live miles away from access to fresh 
meat and dairy products available at supermarkets. Residents of these areas who do not 
have cars have no other option but to travel long distances on public transportation to 
do their grocery shopping or remain limited to the food available at local convenience 
stores and gas stations. These types of food retailers often only sell packaged, processed 
foods that offer little nutritional value.

 (3) Furthermore, less food restaurants are disproportionately concentrated in low-income 
areas. Recent estimates suggest that those living in the poorest areas of a city experience 
2.5 times more exposure to fast food restaurants than the wealthiest inhabitants of 
the city. As individuals who live in food deserts tend to get their meals from fast food 
restaurants or convenience stores, they often suffer from a variety of health issues. 
Research has found that individuals who live in low-income neighbourhoods are much 
more likely to develop problems with obesity, diabetes, and hypertension than those 
who live in more affluent neighbourhoods.

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)
  (a) People who regularly consume food high in sodium, sugar, and saturated fats 

increase their risks of developing:
 (i) heart disease  (ii) hypertension 
 (iii) diabetes   (iv) all of these 
  (b) There is a significant portion of the population that remains under-educated 

about:
 (i) proper nutrition   (ii) health risks
 (iii) types of cancer   (iv) healthy, affordable food 
  (c) Who may not even have the opportunity to obtain nutritious food?
 (i) People living in modern America 
 (ii) People who live in low-income neighbourhoods 
 (iii) Children  (iv) Aged people 
  (d) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following.
 (i) Many of the serious health concerns in modern America can be linked to poor 

education. 
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 (ii) Major food retailer chains tend to limit their store locations to wealthier urban 
or suburban neighbourhoods. 

 (iii) Less food restaurants are disproportionately concentrated in low-income areas. 
 (iv) Food deserts are located in high-poverty areas. 
  (e) Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘refrain’, as used in 

the passage.
 1. Stop oneself from doing something 
 2. Always indulging in something 
 3. Deliberately not doing something 
 4. Saying foolish words to hurt 
 5. Being reasonable all the time
 (i) (2) and (5)  (ii) (1) and (4)
 (iii) (3) and (5)  (iv) (1) and (3)

 7. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

READING FOR SUCCESS
  (1) Not too long ago, a group of teachers conducted a study on students and their learning 

problems. A curious fact came to light from the study. The teachers discovered that the 
students who did poorly in subjects such as math and art could still do very well in other 
subjects. But the students who were poor at reading, performed badly in all subjects.

 (2) No doubt there are other skills involved, such as learning to add and subtract in math, 
but most of the explanations about how to do things have to be read by the students. 
Much of the assignments require students to read long sets of directions and questions. 
These often involve story problems that are explained in words and have to be read and 
understood before they can be solved. 

 (3) So, your success or failure in class depends on your ability to read and understand the 
study-related material. In college, almost all your study time will be spent in reading. 
You need more and more information and most of this information comes in the printed 
form. Success in various courses vastly depends on the ability to read, and students who 
cannot read, or at least read well enough to master the material, are in trouble. 

 (4) We are fast moving into a world where every day more and more technical reading is 
required. Instructions for using applications are becoming more complex. There are 
written instructions related to food preparation, traffic signs, travel, and safety and 
security, all requiring the ability to read. People in modern society read hundreds of 
words every day.

 (5) The ability to procure and retain a job is directly related to your ability to read. The 
number of semi-skilled and professional occupations that require high reading ability 
is increasing rapidly. Today, a person who cannot read is almost unemployable. Even 
the simplest jobs require some amount of reading ability, and many people advance 
to more important and better paying jobs by getting additional knowledge, skills, and 
qualifications, through reading. The more specialised the job, the greater the need to 
read confidently, quickly, and efficiently.

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)
  (a) The students who are poor in ______________, performed badly in all subjects. 
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 (i) math  (ii) art
 (iii) reading   (iv) science 
  (b) Much of the assignments require students to:
 (i) read long sets of direction and questions 
 (ii) learn to add and subtract in math
 (iii) perform badly in all subjects
 (iv) do very well in other subjects 
  (c) What is directly related to your ability to read?
 (i) To read confidently and efficiently 
 (ii) To procure and retain a job 
 (iii) To ensure safety and security 
 (iv) To get additional knowledge and skills
  (d) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following. 
 (i) We are fast moving into a world where every day more and more technical 

reading is required. 
 (ii) Much of the assignments require students to read long sets of directions and 

questions. 
 (iii) People in modern society write hundreds of words every day. 
 (iv) The more specialised the job, the greater the need to read confidently, quickly 

and efficiently. 
  (e) ‘Instructions for using applications are becoming more complex’. Substitute the 

underlined word with the most appropriate option from the following. 
 (i) System   (ii) Combined 
 (iii) Complicated  (iv) Simple 

 8. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

THE ROAD AHEAD

 (1) Our opportunities are great, but let me warn you, when power outstrips ability, we 
will fall on evil days. We should develop competency and ability which would help us 
utilise the opportunities which are now open to us. From tomorrow morning—from 
midnight today—we cannot throw the blame on the Britishers. We have to assume 
the responsibility ourselves for what we do. A free India will be judged by the way in 
which it will serve the interests of the common man in the matters of food, clothing, 
shelter, and social activities. Unless we root out corruption in high places and root out 
every trace of nepotism, love of power, profiteering and black marketing, which have 
spoiled the good name of this country in recent times, we will not be able to raise the 
standards of efficiency in administration as well as in the production and distribution of 
the necessary goods of life.

 (2) Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru referred to the great contribution which this country will make 
to the promotion of world peace and the welfare of mankind. The chakra, the Ashoka 
wheel, which is there in the flag embodies for us a great idea, Ashoka, the greatest of our 
emperors. Look at the words of H.G. Wells about Ashoka, ‘Highnesses, Magnificences, 
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Excellences, Serenities, Majesties. Among them all, he shines alone a star, Ashoka the 
greatest of all monarchs.’ He cut into rock his message for the healing of discords. If 
there are differences, the way in which you can solve them is by promoting concord. 
Concord is the only way by which we can get rid of differences. There is no other 
method which is open to us.

 (3) We are lucky in having our leader, one who is a world citizen, who is essentially a 
humanist, who possesses a buoyant optimism and robust good sense in spite of the 
perversity of things and the hostility of human affairs. We see the way in which his 
department interfered actively and in a timely manner in the Indonesian dispute. It 
shows that if India gains freedom, that freedom will be used not merely for the well-
being of India but for Vishva Kalyana, world peace, the welfare of mankind. 

Extract from a speech by Dr Radhakrishnan

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)
  (a) A free India will be judged by the way in which it will:
 (i) utilise the opportunities which are open 
 (ii) blame the Britishers 
 (iii) serve the interests of the common man 
 (iv) raise the standard of efficiency in administration 
  (b) How can we raise the standards of efficiency in administration as well as in the 

production and distribution of the necessary goods of life?
 (i) By rooting out corruption in high places 
 (ii) By encouraging love of power 
 (iii) By eradicating every trace of nepotism and black marketing 
 (iv) Both (i) and (iii)
  (c) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following. 
 (i) Concord is the only way by which we can get rid of differences. 
 (ii) A free India will be judged by the way we will root out corruption in high 

places.
 (iii) If India gains freedom, the freedom will be used for the welfare of mankind. 
 (iv) Profiteering and black marketing have spoiled the good name of this country 

in recent times. 
  (d) Which of the following explains the phrase ‘root out’?
 (i) To find and remove  (ii) To mock and laugh 
 (iii) To fight and win   (iv) To promote and contribute 
  (e) ‘We are lucky in having our leader, one who is a world citizen, who is essentially 

a humanist, who possess a buoyant optimism and robust good sense in spite 
of the perversity of things and the hostility of human affairs’. Substitute the 
underlined word with the most appropriate option from the following.

 (i) Cheerful   (ii) Dull 
 (iii) Cunning   (iv) Moody 
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9. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

HAPPINESS THEN AND NOW
(1) Happiness lies within the mind of an individual. No amount of external wealth may

be helpful in making him happy. Our forefathers had lifestyles based mainly on the
concept of ‘simple living and high thinking’. Excessive material wealth did not mean
much to them.

(2) The structural framework of our forefathers’ families was different from those of ours.
The bond of love which they shared cannot be easily found today. The family provided
an emotional cushioning effect against tension and stress. However, in today’s nuclear
family, we are detached from feelings towards our kith and kin. This may finally destroy
the family psyche.

(3) The joint family system provided a proper environment for the child to grow up. The
values of respect, tolerance, responsibility, and integrity were internalised in the child.
In the long run, they became better human beings, compared to those in the present
generation. Our forefathers felt happiest, if their children became honest human beings.
But today, we are happy only if we attain our coveted material ends and are ready to
resort to any means to attain that end.

(4) Our forefathers had a vision to make India the best. To attain their ambitions, they were
ready to make all sorts of personal sacrifices. On the other hand, today people are ready
to migrate to the west, to enjoy a comfortable life. Often, they become successful in foreign
lands. But, in the process, they become alienated from their motherland. Also, distance
from their ailing parents is a worrying factor and keeps them perturbed. It is not easy for
them to return, as their children will not be able to adjust to the Indian environment and
way of life. Thus, this is a crisis and a frame of mind worse than their forefathers.

(5) In our generation, tradition and modernity have intermingled to form a special system.
We are happier than our forefathers in being able to lessen evils like the rigid caste
system, untouchability, and child marriage, but we have failed to totally eradicate them.
In fact, electoral politics has made use of the caste system, through the issuance of party
tickets on the basis of caste, community, and religion.

On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)
(a) How are our forefathers different from us?

(i) They had lifestyles based mainly on the concept of ‘simple living and high
thinking’.

(ii) They had different structural framework of families.
(iii) They made all sorts of personal sacrifices to attain their ambitions.
(iv) All of these

(b) What impact does a joint family system have on a child?
(i) It helps a child to become a better human being.

(ii) It internalizes the values of respect, tolerance, responsibility and integrity in a
child.

(iii) Both (i) and (ii)
(iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

(c) In our generation, _____________ and ____________ have intermingled to form a
special system.
(i) untouchability, intolerance (ii) tradition, modernity

(iii) religion, caste (iv) politics, corruption
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(d) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the
following.
(i) Our youngsters had a vision to make India the  best.

(ii) Happiness lies within the mind of an individual.
(iii) The family provided an emotional cushioning effect against tension and stress.
(iv) Our forefathers had lifestyles based mainly on the concept of simple living and

high thinking.
(e) Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘cushioning’, as used

in the passage.
1. Sharpening 2. Shielding
3. Intensifying 4. Softening
5. Irritating
(i) (1) and (5) (ii) (2) and (4)

(iii) (3) and (5) (iv) (1) and (3)

10. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

ZOO OR NO ZOO
(1) The funding crisis at many zoos has reopened the debate over the value of zoos and

whether they should be allowed to exist at all.

(2) People who are in favour of zoos argue that they perform an essential role in conserving
rare animal species. Conservationists estimate that today at least 1,000 species of animals
are threatened. Over the past 20 years, zoos have developed programmes designed
to help preserve endangered species. This involves breeding animals in captivity in
‘captive breeding programmes’ and then reintroducing them into their natural habitats,
to replenish the number living in the wild.

(3) Zoos cooperate with each other in order to ensure the success of their breeding
programmes. Animals are passed from one zoo to another in order to prevent
inbreeding. If animals that are closely related to one another mate, there is a danger
that they will produce deformed offspring.

(4) If zoos were forced to close, it would be disastrous for world conservation, say zoo
supporters, adding that most animals in captivity would have to be killed.

(5) According to the National Federation of Zoos, it does not take much imagination to
realise that the closure of all zoos would mean the deliberate destruction of wildlife on
a scale never before witnessed.

(6) Opponents of zoos accept that some species have been saved from extinction by
the captive breeding programmes, but they argue that this offers no solution to the
worldwide conservation crisis.

(7) The number of animals protected by zoos is tiny compared with the overall problem. It costs
millions to save the Arabian oryx from dying out; but could that amount be available for
every species that is endangered? The value of zoo-breeding programmes is also questioned
as some species, such as the African elephant, do not reproduce well in captivity.

(8) Captive animals are often kept in poor and inhumane conditions, the opponents say.
In the worst zoos, animals are still displayed for the purpose of public entertainment.
When animals are placed in impoverished and unsuitable surroundings, they often
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behave in abnormal and neurotic ways. It is common for polar bears to constantly pace 
up and down or twist their heads. This behaviour is now recognised by scientists as a 
sign of stress and frustration.

 (9) When children visit zoos where animals are acting in neurotic and abnormal ways, they 
are not being educated. Instead, opponents say, they are being given information that 
is inaccurate.

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)
  (a) What has reopened the debate over the values of zoos?
 (i) Existence of many zoos  (ii) Funding crisis at many zoos 
 (iii) Cruelty towards animals  (iv) None of these 
  (b) Why do zoos cooperate with each other?
 (i) To help preserve endangered species 
 (ii) To ensure the success of their breeding programmes
 (iii) To conserve rare animal species
 (iv) None of these 
  (c) Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following. 
 (i) The number of animals protected by zoos is tiny compared with the overall 

problem. 
 (ii) It is common for polar bears to constantly pace up and down or twist their head. 
 (iii) Conservationists estimate that today at least 1,000 species of animals are 

threatened. 
 (iv) Animals are passed from one zoo to another in order to prevent infection.
  (d) Why do opponents say that the children are not being educated by visiting zoos?
 (i) Because animals are displayed only for the purpose of public entertainment 
 (ii) Because animals are placed in impoverished and suitable surroundings 
 (iii) Because the children are provided with inaccurate information about the way 

animals act
 (iv) All of these 
  (e) Which of the following explains the word ‘opponent’?
 (i) A person who advises others 
 (ii) A person who engages in a fight 
 (iii) A person who supports something or someone 
 (iv) A person who disagrees with something or someone 

Answers [Discursive Passages)]

 1.  (a) (iii), (b) (i), (c) (ii), (d) (iv), (e) (ii)  2.  (a) (iii), (b) (ii), (c) (iii), (d) (ii), (e) (iii)

 3.  (a) (i), (b) (iv), (c) (i), (d) (ii), (e) (ii)  4.  (a) (iii), (b) (ii), (c) (i), (d) (ii), (e) (ii)

 5.  (a) (i), (b) (iv), (c) (i), (d) (ii), (e) (i)  6.  (a) (iv), (b) (i), (c) (ii), (d) (i), (e) (iv) 

 7.    (a) (iii), (b) (i), (c) (ii), (d) (iii), (e) (iii)  8.  (a) (iii), (b) (iv), (c) (ii), (d) (i), (e) (i) 

 9.  (a) (iv), (b) (iii), (c) (ii), (d) (i), (e) (ii)  10.  (a) (ii), (b) (ii), (c) (iv), (d) (iii), (e) (iv)

z z z
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FACTUAL 
PASSAGES 2

 1. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

HIGH-ALTITUDE CLIMBING

 (1) High-altitude climbing is still a very dangerous task inspite of the availability of oxygen 
masks and other protective equipment, which modern climbers take along with them. 
These, of course, are indispensable accessories of climbing, but more important than 
these is the stamina of the climber, which ultimately determines the success of his 
attempt to climb. Throughout 
his journey, death is his 
constant companion, which 
he can keep at a distance only 
with his superb presence of 
mind. He has to tread every 
inch of the ground with 
utmost care, for a false step 
may not only strike him a fatal 
blow, but also bring disaster to 
the whole expedition. That is 
why, all expeditions invariably 
take with them Sherpas who 
are experienced climbers 
and who have a thorough 
knowledge of the nature of 
the terrain. 

 (2) The primary objective of a mountaineering expedition is to get to the top of a high 
mountain, which in the past has withstood all attempts to conquer it. But if an expedition 
does not reach its destination it should not be presumed that the expedition is a complete 
failure. Sometimes, operations are temporarily suspended because of bad weather, 
loss of some valuable equipment or sudden death of a member of the party. Every big 
expedition includes men who are interested in botany, biology, geology, and various 
other branches of science, and these men carry with them equipment for recording their 
observations related to the weather, the terrain, and the different forms of life in the 
higher altitudes. Other scientists, explorers, and expeditioners utilise the fruits of the 
earlier expeditioners’ observations. Thus, every unsuccessful expedition contributes to 
the success of later expeditions. The British expedition led by Colonel Hunt would have 
found the way to Everest much more difficult had not earlier expeditions armed them 
with useful knowledge about the death-dealing weather which they had to encounter in 
the vicinity of the summit.
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   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) Which of the following factors determine the success of the climbers?
 (i) The experience of locals
 (ii) Rich private organisations
 (iii) The experience of ordinary people
 (iv) Every earlier unsuccessful expedition

  (b) The primary objective of a mountaineering expedition is to:
 (i) get to the top of a high mountain
 (ii) contribute to the success of later expeditions
 (iii) get a thorough knowledge of the nature of the terrain
 (iv) feast the eyes on the distant landscape

  (c) Why is the death rate of climbers more than that of Sherpas?
 (i) Because Sherpas climb with all the necessary equipment for protection 
 (ii) Because Sherpas have thorough knowledge of the nature of the terrain
 (iii) Because Sherpas have superb presence of mind
 (iv) All of these 

  (d) If an expedition does not reach its destination, it should not be: 
 (i) suspended    (ii) financed 
 (iii) observed    (iv) presumed as failure

  (e) Why was it easy to find the way to Everest for the British expedition led by Colonel 
Hunt?

 (i) Because the expedition was temporarily suspended due to bad weather
 (ii) Because they recorded their observations related to the different forms of life in 

the highest altitudes
 (iii) Because in the past they withstood all attempts to conquer the expeditions 
 (iv) Because earlier expeditions armed them with useful knowledge about the death-

dealing weather 

 2. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

COLOURFUL NUTRITION

 (1) Just by the use of colours, you can balance your diet. All you need to do is to pay a little 
attention to the food you eat. Nutrition experts strongly recommend adding colours 
to your diet. Sweets and candy bars are generally colourful, but remember they do not 
contain natural colours, and hence, are not healthy. The key to good health is a variety 
of naturally-coloured foods. The deeper the colour, the greater the benefits. Getting 
more colours in your diet doesn’t mean you have to drastically change your current 
eating habits. Have a glass of 100% juice in the morning. Keep a mix of dry fruits at 
hand for a quick snack. Grab an apple or a banana. Include at least two vegetables 
in your dinner. Get into the habit of starting your dinner with a salad. Eat fruits for 
dessert. Always add greens to sandwiches.
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 (2) Most red fruits and vegetables 
contain antioxidants, which 
offer protection against 
ultraviolet rays and cancer, 
and helps prevent urinary 
tract infections and diseases 
related to the circulatory 
system. Green vegetables, 
along with being appealing, 
possess excellent antioxidant 
properties that protect the 
eyes by keeping the retina 
in good condition and 
reduce the risk of cancerous 
tumours. The orange and 
yellow group of fruits and 
vegetables is rich in beta-
carotene, an antioxidant that 
improves cell communication, and thereby, helps stop the spread of cancer. The blue 
and purple group adds an element of richness to the plate, besides influencing the 
pineal gland (the third eye) and the nervous system. The white group contains sulphur 
compounds that protect the DNA and flavonoids, an antioxidant that protects cell 
membranes.

 (3) Therefore, the more colourful your diet, the better equipped your immune system 
would be to cope with diseases.

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) Why are sweets and candy bars not healthy?
 (i) Because they are colourful
 (ii) Because they are sweet and sour
 (iii) Because they do not contain natural colours
 (iv) Because they are bitter in taste

  (b) How should the dinner be started?
 (i) With fruits   (ii) With a salad
 (iii) With water   (iv) With something sweet

  (c) Study the given visual input carefully and choose the option that correctly matches 
Column A with Column B.

  Column A     Column B
 1. Green   A. For skin and stomach body detox 
 2. White    B. For the liver 
 3. Orange    C. For skin health and elasticity 
 4. Yellow    D. For the immune system 
 (i) 1-B, 2-D, 3-A, 4-C   (ii) 1-C, 2-D, 3-A, 4-B 
 (iii) 1-D, 2-A, 3-C, 4-B   (iv) 1-D, 2-B, 3-A, 4-C
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  (d) The key to good health is:
 (i) a variety of naturally-coloured foods
 (ii) sweets and candy bars 
 (iii) a glass of juice
 (iv) dinner with a salad 

  (e) Which statement from the following is NOT TRUE, according to the passage?
 (i) The deeper the colour, the greater the benefits. 
 (ii) Nutrition experts strongly recommend adding colours to your diet. 
 (iii) The blue and purple group is rich in beta-carotene. 
 (iv) Include atleast two vegetables in your dinner. 

 3. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

SPICE OF LIFE

 (1) Spices bring to mind the images of tempting cuisines, fascinating voyages, and the bitter 
struggle for independence. Expressions like ‘variety is the spice of life’ and ‘sugar and 
spice and all things nice’ explain how spices play upon the literary abilities of men of 
letters.

 (2) To the Orientals, spices are indeed the soul of their food. In the western world, spices 
evoke dreams of exotic tropical islands, exciting expeditions, and the rise and fall of 
empires. Columbus went westwards in 1492, from Europe, to find a sea route to the 
land of spices, but found the New World. Eight years later, Vasco da Gama went around 
Africa and touched Kozhikode, on the south-west coast of India. Long before that, 
Arabs started trading with the orient through land routes. During the 13th century, 
Marco Polo experienced attraction towards spices through his travels. The European 
conquests and trade arrangements in India and the East Indies also have a lot to do 
with spices.

 (3) Thousands of years ago, the great masters of Ayurveda, notably, Sushruta and Charaka, 
discussed in detail the use of spices for culinary and medicinal purposes. Enterprising 
soldiers of fortune carried the knowledge of spices to Egypt. There the soldiers used the 
spices and aromatic herbs in food, medicine, and cosmetics, and for embalming. The 
conquest of Egypt and Asia by Alexander the Great made spices an article of commercial 
value in the Mediterranean countries, and central and northern Europe. There are 
reports of pepper being used in the preservation of meat and to mask the unpleasant 
odour of stale meat available after long winter storage.

MEDICINAL BENEFITS OF SPICES

MINT TURMERIC

can ease hiccups anti-cancer

GINGER BASIL

anti-nausea remedy can relieve gas and soothe stomach upsets
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GARLIC BLACK PEPPER

natural antiseptic help relieve indigestion

FENUGREEK CINNAMON

helps flush out harmful toxins helps lower blood pressure

FENNEL CLOVE

can reduce bad breath and body odor anti-microbal

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) Why do spices fascinate people?
 (i) Because they look attractive 
 (ii) Because they reduce the literary abilities of men of letters
 (iii) Because they are of little commercial value
 (iv) Because they bring to mind the images of tempting cuisines and fascinating 

voyages

  (b) Which of the following spice can ease hiccups?
 (i) Clove    (ii) Turmeric 
 (iii) Black pepper   (iv) Mint 

  (c) To find a sea route to the land of spices, Columbus went westwards from:
 (i) America   (ii) Europe   
 (iii) Egypt        (iv) Russia

  (d) Which of the following statement is NOT TRUE, according to the passage? 
 (i) Enterprising soldiers of fortune carried the knowledge of spices to Egypt. 
 (ii) To the Arabs, spices are indeed the soul of their food. 
 (iii) Sushruta and Charaka, discussed in detail the use of spices for culinary and 

medicinal purposes. 
 (iv) In the western world, spices evoke dreams of exotic tropical islands. 

  (e) How are black peppers useful?
 (i) They help to mask the unpleasant odour of the stale meat. 
 (ii) They help relieve indigestion.
 (iii) They help in the preservation of meat.
 (iv) All of these

 4. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

DEMONETISATION 2016

 (1) On 10 November 2016, the Indian government decided to demonetise the 500- and 
1,000-rupee notes, the two biggest denominations of the Indian currency system. These 
notes accounted for 86% of the country’s circulating cash. With little warning, India’s 
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi announced to the citizenry that these notes would be 
rendered ineffective with immediate effect. People were given time till the end of the 
year to deposit or exchange them for newly introduced 2,000 and 500-rupee notes.
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 (2) The government’s goal was to combat India’s thriving underground economy on several 
fronts: eradicate counterfeit currency, fight tax evasion (only 1% of the population 
pays taxes), eliminate black money accumulated from money laundering and terrorist-
financing activities, and to promote a cashless economy. Individuals and entities with huge 
sums of black money acquired from parallel cash systems were forced to take their large-
denomination notes to a bank, and account for them satisfactorily and submit the proof 
of tax paid. If the individual could not provide the proof of making any tax payments on 
the cash he/she possessed, a penalty of 200% on the tax due was to be imposed.

 (3) Demonetisation had a severe impact on the gold market. The extraordinary demand 
for the yellow metal brought a stiff hike in its cost. However, the government made it 
mandatory that every buyer had to submit his/her PAN card details for purchases made. 

 (4) Many Indians switched to alternative payment methods. The biggest gainers were mobile 
wallet companies that offered easy transactions through a large network of partners. 
Alibaba-backed Paytm saw a sevenfold increase in overall traffic. Customers found the 
option of prepaid cash cards useful. Other alternatives included mobile payment systems 
linked to e-commerce businesses like Ola Money, FreeCharge, and Flipkart Wallet.

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) Why did the government decide to demonetise the 500- and 1,000- rupee notes?
 (i)  To eradicate counterfeit currency (ii) To fight tax evasion 
 (iii) To eliminate black money  (iv) All of these

  (b) Which of the following statement is NOT TRUE, according to the passage?

 (i)  Demonetisation had a severe impact on the stock market. 

 (ii) Alibaba-backed Paytm saw a sevenfold increase in overall traffic.

 (iii) On 10 November 2016, the Indian government decided to demonetise the two 
biggest denominations of the Indian currency system. 

 (iv) People were given time till the end of the year to deposit or exchange the notes. 

  (c) What did the government make mandatory for every buyer to purchase gold? 

 (i) To submit the proof of tax paid

 (ii) To submit the PAN card details
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 (iii) To opt for mobile payment systems 

 (iv) To submit the proof of citizenship

  (d) What was the impact of demonetisation on the entities with huge sums of black money?

 (i)  They were forced to take their large-denomination notes to bank. 

 (ii) They were asked to submit the proof of tax paid.

 (iii) A penalty of 200% on the black money was to be imposed. 

 (iv) Both (i) and (ii)

  (e) Customers found the option of ________________ useful. 

 (i) prepaid cash cards   (ii) submitting pan card details 

 (iii) paying tax   (iv) money laundering 

 5. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

THE IDITAROD TRAIL

 (1) In the early 1920s, settlers came to Alaska looking for gold. They travelled by boat to 
the coastal towns of Seward and Knik, and from there, by land, into the gold fields. The 
trail they used to travel inland is known today as the Iditarod Trail, one of the National 
Historic Trails designated by the Congress of the United States. The Iditarod Trail 
quickly became a major thoroughfare in Alaska, as the mail and supplies were carried 
across this Trail.  People also used it to get from place to place, including the priests, 
ministers, and judges who had to travel between villages. In winter, the settlers’ only 
means of travel down this trail was via dog sleds.
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 (2) Once the gold rush ended, many gold-seekers went back to where they had come from, 
and suddenly, there was much less travel on the Iditarod Trail. The introduction of 
the airplane in the late 1920s meant dog teams were no longer the standard mode of 
transportation, and of course, with the airplane carrying the mail and supplies, there 
was less need for land travel in general. The final blow to the use of the dog teams was 
the appearance of snowmobiles.  

 (3) By the mid-1960s, most Alaskans didn’t even know the Iditarod Trail existed, or that 
dog teams had played a crucial role in Alaska’s early settlements. Dorothy G. Page, a 
self-made historian, recognised that only a few people knew about the former use of 
sled dogs as working animals and about the Iditarod Trail’s role in Alaska’s colourful 
history. To raise awareness about this aspect of Alaskan history, she came up with the 
idea to have a dog sled race over the Iditarod Trail. She presented her idea to an 
enthusiastic musher, as dog sled drivers are known, named Joe Redington Sr. Soon 
Page and the Redington were working together to promote the idea of the Iditarod 
race, and in 1967, the first Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race became a reality. 

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) Which of the following statement is NOT TRUE about the Iditarod Trail?
 (i) People used the trail to get from place to place. 
 (ii) The Iditarod Trail is one of the National Historic Trails designated by the 

Congress of United States. 
 (iii) In winters, the trail was not used much by the settlers. 
 (iv) The trail became a major thoroughfare in Alaska.

  (b) What was the final blow to the use of the dog teams?

 (i) The appearance of railways (ii) The appearance of airplanes

 (iii) The appearance of mobiles (iv) The appearance of snowmobiles

  (c) ‘suddenly, there was much less travel on the Iditarod Trail.’ Why?

  (i)  Because of the introduction of airplane 

 (ii) Because many gold seekers went back to where they had come from, once the 
gold rush ended

 (iii) Because only few people knew about the Iditarod Trail 

 (iv) Because mails and supplies were carried via dog sleds 

  (d) Why did Dorothy G. Page come up with the idea to have a dog sled race over the 
Iditarod Trail?

 (i) To use sled dogs as working animals

 (ii) To encourage dog sled drivers 

 (iii) To raise awareness about the Alaskan history

 (iv) All of these

  (e) The first Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race became a reality in:

 (i) 1920   (ii) 1967

 (iii) 1897   (iv) 1960
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 6. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

A TEA A DAY KEEPS THE DOCTOR AWAY

 (1)  After water, tea is the most popular beverage in the world. Its popularity has survived 
thousands of years and has played an important role in many cultures. It is enjoyed 
both hot and cold, as a refreshing drink, as part of a ceremony, or as a tonic to improve 
health.

 (2) The drink of Asia for hundreds of years, tea is believed to have been brought to Europe 
by the Dutch. Today, from remote Ladakh in India to Buckingham Palace in London, 
tea is synonymous with cheer. It is rightly said that there will be no agreement on 
a perfect cup of tea. Though for tea drinkers, the brew is addictive, the preferred 
method of preparation and taste differs from person to person and region to region. 
From traditional black teas, to the newer, and extraordinarily healthy white teas, and 
recognisable flavoured teas, such as Earl Grey, to exotic blends such as Rooibos Love, 
there is a flavour and a blend for everyone. Today, many varieties of tea and tea brands 
are available in the market. An innovation is the tea-bag that is easy, quick, and less 
messy than the traditional way of brewing tea. Green tea is popular in China and the 
Far East.

 (3) In Japan, the tea ceremony is a traditional way of greeting guests and is a social occasion. 
Unlike the tea we are familiar with, green tea is not drunk with sugar or milk. It is an 
olive-coloured liquid served in porcelain cups. In Morocco, green tea is infused with 
freshly-plucked mint.

 (4) Some scientists believe that tea prevents tooth decay because it is a rich source of 
fluoride. Tea is also a folk remedy for stomach upsets and flu. In addition, tea is said 
to have antioxidants that fight cancer and also has anti-ageing properties that fight the 
free radicals in our bodies. Research suggests that drinking tea reduces the risk of heart 
disease and cancer, and lowers cholesterol levels in the blood. A welcome thought for 
inveterate tea drinkers: tea is the new apple-a-day to keep the doctor away.

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a)  What does the line, “Tea is synonymous with cheer” mean?
 (i) Tea makes people cheerful. (ii) Tea means cheer.
 (iii) ‘Cheer’ is a type of tea.  (iv) Tea is the synonym of cheer.
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  (b)  What are the benefits of drinking tea? Choose the correct option from the following. 
 (1) Lowers cholestrol  
 (2) Reduces the risk of heart disease 
 (3) Prevents hairfall   
 (4) Fights cancer 
 (5) Keeps the liver healthy 
 (i) (1) and (5)  
 (ii) Only (4)
 (iii) Only (2)  
 (iv) (1), (2) and (4)

  (c)  Choose the statement which is NOT TRUE according to the passage.
 (i) Tea is believed to have been brought to Europe by the Dutch.  
 (ii) In Morocco, green tea is infused with milk. 
 (iii) Tea is also a folk remedy for stomach upsets and flu. 
 (iv) Tea’s popularity has survived thousands of years.

  (d) Which type of tea is popular in the Far East? 
 (i) White tea   (ii) Flavoured tea 
 (iii) Black tea    (iv) Green tea

  (e) How is tea served in Japan?
 (i) Earthen pots   (ii) Porcelain cups 
 (iii) China dish   (iv) None of these 

 7. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

GIRL CHILD EDUCATION

 (1) The education of a child starts from the family where the mother is the first teacher. But 
the irony in India is that although the deity of education is a female, that is, Goddess 
Saraswati, according to Hinduism, innumerable number of women remain illiterate 
here. They do not remain uneducated by choice but are forbidden from receiving 
education because of the patriarchal system in the society. Right from the early Vedic 
period, people have been celebrating the birth of a son, nevertheless, in those days, 
daughters were not neglected but were educated well. However, during the later 
Vedic period, daughters were considered a social burden. Only the girls belonging to 
upper class families enjoyed the right of education and got proper nourishment. In 
the medieval period, the conditions deteriorated for the females, even in royal families. 
Girls could not get the same status as the boys. In Muslim households, they were taught 
at their homes, while Hindu girls enjoyed the privilege of getting primary education 
along with the boys in schools. 
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 (2) The prevalence of child marriage was excessively practised then. However, in the 
nineteenth century, many social reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan, Annie Besant, M. G. Ranade, Jyotiba Phule and Swami Dayanand Saraswati 
came forward for the emancipation of women in India. Raja Ram Mohan Roy especially 
advocated female education.

 (3) Since then, there has been tremendous progress in every field, but unfortunately, 
girls are still neglected. In most families, the birth of a girl child is not desired and, 
if accepted, she is considered inferior to boys and her education is not considered 
important because it seems a waste of money to the majority of the parents. They think 
it unreasonable because, later on they would be compelled to spend a heavy amount on 
her dowry. So, the female literacy rate is unsatisfactory. This has a direct impact on the 
overall development of the nation. 

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) Why were women not allowed to receive education?
 (i) Due to the patriarchal system in the society
 (ii) Due to the matriarchal system in the society
 (iii) Due to the nuclear nature of the society
 (iv) Due to the joint nature of the family

  (b) What was enjoyed by the girls belonging to upper class families during later vedic 
period? 

 (i) Right to education   (ii) Proper nourishment 
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

  (c) In the medieval period, the conditions deteriorated for the females, and even in:   
 (i) the working class   (ii) the trading community
 (iii) the educated community (iv) the royal families

350

300

250

200

150

100

Bi
llio

n 
Li

tre
s

50

0

234

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

242 250 258 266 273 281 289 297

Tea Consumption

95
Male Female

1985-1994
Source: UNESCO Institute for Statistics in Ed Stats, July 2011

1995-2004 2005-2010

90

87.7

78.6

90.3
91.9

86.8

83.8

85

80

Yo
ut

h 
Li

te
ra

cy
 R

at
e 

(%
)

75

70



30 English–X: Term–1

  (d) What has a direct impact on the overall development of the nation? 
 (i) Female literacy rate  (ii) Birth of a girl child 
 (iii) Child marriage   (iv) Proper nourishment 

  (e) Which of the following statement is NOT TRUE, according to the passage?
 (i) Female literacy rate is unsatisfactory. 
 (ii) The birth of a girl child is not desired.
 (iii) Annie Besant advocated female education. 
 (iv) In Muslim households, girls were taught at their homes. 

 8. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

TIGER SURVIVAL

 (1) Now is the time to save the magnificent cats, before they vanish from the earth forever. 
There is a little time left to preserve these animals, so immediate action is required. The 
latest predictions state that tigers will be extinct in the wild by the year 2025. That is 
less than six short years, from now; less than six years to save a creature that has been 
around far longer than us!

 (2) I cannot imagine, nor would I wish, living in a world without tigers, without these 
magnificent creatures living freely in the forests. 

 (3) The power and beauty of tigers is indisputable. They are an integral part of the 
ecosystem as they are a major link in the food chain. Tigers have been bestowed magical 
and supernatural properties by many societies, and have also been revered as Gods. 
All living creatures of mother earth depend on one another for survival. We, as human 
beings, are brothers and sisters to every living being, from the plants to the animals and 
to each other.  

 (4) Tigers are often killed in the most barbaric and unbelievably cruel ways. Crimes like 
the killing of tigers must be stopped right way. We must do whatever we can to stop 
the killing of this magnificent creature. We can write to our government and the 
governments of countries with tiger populations and urge them to protect the tiger. 
Penalties for killing tigers and other protected wildlife need to be strict and deterring, 
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and enforced with equal might to discourage the poaching of tigers, and bring to task 
those who profit from such killings.  

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) Which of the following statement is NOT TRUE, according to the passage?
 (i) Tigers have been bestowed magical and supernatural properties by many 

societies. 
 (ii) Tigers are often killed in the most interesting and fascinating ways. 
 (iii) The power and beauty of tigers is indisputable.
 (iv) The latest predictions state that tigers will be extinct in the wild by the year 2025.

  (b) What are we, human beings, to every living being?
 (i) Brothers and Sisters (ii) Protectors
 (iii) Enemies    (iv) Opponents

  (c) What can we do to protect the tigers?
 (i) We can plant more trees and discourage the practise of deforestation. 
 (ii) We can take care of the ecosystem as they are a major link in the food chain. 
 (iii) We can urge the government to protect the tiger and pose penalties for killing 

tigers. 
 (iv) We can built zoos to preserve the remaining population of tigers. 

  (d) What is indisputable?
 (i) Power of tigers   (ii) Beauty of tigers
 (iii) Killing of tigers   (iv) Both (i) and (ii) 

  (e) On what does all living creatures of mother earth depend for survival? 
 (i) Wildlife   (ii) Natural objects
 (iii) One another   (iv) Ecosystem 

 9. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

FAST FOOD VS GOOD HEALTH

 (1) Children are bombarded with well-crafted TV ads of fast-food chains and other 
purveyors of high-fat, high-sugar meals and snacks. A recent study reported that two to 
six-year-olds, who watch television, are more likely to choose food products advertised 
on TV than children who do not watch such commercials. These highly-effective 
advertising campaigns, combined with a physically inactive lifestyle, have produced a 
generation of kids who are at a high risk for obesity-associated medical conditions.

 (2) The major health threat is the early 
development of Type 2 diabetes (adult 
onset), particularly in children with a 
family history of the disease. Doctors are 
reporting a surge in young adolescents 
developing Type 2 diabetes, which can 
lead to heart disease, high blood pressure, 
kidney disease, stroke, limb amputation, 
and blindness. People who develop 
diabetes in adolescence face a diminished 
quality of life and shortened life span, 
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particularly if the disease progresses untreated. It’s a scary prospect for our children, 
but in many cases, obesity and diabetes are preventable.

 (3) When children are spending most of their free time sitting in front of televisions and 
computers, they are not running, jumping or engaging themselves in any sport which 
would keep their weight down. Parents need to set limits on the time their children 
are engaged in passive activities. Paediatricians recommend restricting children to one 
to two hours per day of TV and computer usage, though older children may need 
additional time for learning activities.

 (4) Parental involvement remains the most important key to the children’s healthy diets. 
Programs to educate parents about nutrition are essential. Fast foods should be 
consumed only in moderation. Care-givers, who are often busy and harried, must avoid 
the temptation to whisk their kids into fast food restaurants or to pick up fast food for 
dinner. Changing eating habits and lifestyles is not easy, but the health benefit for the 
children is a wonderful payoff for the parents who are willing to take on the task. 

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a)  What are children bombarded with on TV?
 (i) Animated movies  
 (ii) Well-crafted ads of fast foods
 (iii) Music shows 
 (iv) Comedy programmes

  (b) How can parents set limits on the time their children are engaged in passive activities?
 (i) By restricting the TV and computer usage of their children to one to two hours 

a day. 
 (ii) By making the children join a sports club.
 (iii) By restricting their sports activities.
 (iv) By making them study for longer hours.

  (c) According to the passage, what is not easy?
 (i)  Educating parents about nutrition 
 (ii) Restricting children from watching television 
 (iii) Engaging children in passive activities 
 (iv) Changing eating habits and lifestyles 

  (d)  What is recommended for children by paediatricians?
 (i) Restrict children to one to two hours per day of TV and computer usage 
 (ii) Moderate the consumption of fast food 
 (iii) Involve children in healthy eating habits  
 (iv) All of these

  (e) What have produced a generation of kids who are at a high risk for obesity-
associated medical conditions?

 (i) Highly-effective advertising campaigns
 (ii) Physically inactive lifestyle 
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
 (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
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 10. Read the following passage carefully. (5 marks)

ADVENT OF AUTOMATION

 (1) One of the greatest advances in modern technology has been the invention of computers. 
They are widely used in industries and universities. There is hardly any sphere of 
human life where computers have not been pressed into the service of man. We are fast 
heading towards the day when the computer will be as much a part of man’s daily life 
as a telephone or a calculator is.

 (2) Computers are capable of performing extremely complicated work in all branches of 
learning. They can solve the most complex mathematical problems or put thousands 
of unrelated facts in order. These machines can be put to varied use. For instance, they 
can provide information on the best way to prevent traffic jams. This whole process, by 
which machines can be used to work for us, has been called ‘automation’. In the future, 
automation may enable human beings to enjoy more leisure than they do today. The 
advent of automation definitely has important social consequences.

 (3) Some years ago, an expert on automation, Sir Leon Bagrit, pointed out that it was a 
mistake to believe that these machines could think. There is no possibility that human 
beings will be controlled by machines. Though computers are capable of learning from 
their mistakes and improving on their performance, they need detailed instructions 
from human beings to operate. They can never, as it were, lead independent lives or 
rule the world, by making decisions of their own.

 (4) Sir Leon said that in the future such computers would be developed which would be 
small enough to carry in the pocket. Ordinary people would then be able to use them 
to obtain valuable information. Computers could be plugged into a national network 
and be used like radios. For instance, people going on holiday could be informed about 
the weather conditions, a precursor of which is providing drivers with alternative routes 
when there are traffic jams.  

   On the basis of your reading of the given passage, choose the correct option.    (1×5=5)

  (a) What is the greatest advancement in modern technology?
 (i) The invention of computer
 (ii) The advent of automation
 (iii) The discovery of the wheel
 (iv) Providing drivers with alternative routes during traffic jams
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  (b) What is automation?
 (i) The process by which autos are used for travelling.
 (ii) The process by which man can be used to work for machines.
 (iii) The process by which machines can be used to work for us.
 (iv) The process by which man can make machines.

  (c) What are computers capable of?
 (i)  To perform extremely complicated work in all branches of learning 
 (ii) To give detailed instructions to human beings
 (iii) To make decisions of their own 
 (iv) To control all the machines
  (d) What did Sir Leon Bagrit point out about machines?
 (i) That it was a mistake to believe that machines could think
 (ii) That it was a mistake to believe that machines could work 
 (iii) That it was a mistake to believe that machines could solve complex mathematical 

problems
 (iv) That it was a mistake to believe that machines could control 
  (e) Computers can provide information on the best way to:
 (i) prevent traffic jams  (ii) enjoy more leisure 
 (iii) make decisions of their own (iv) provide alternative routes 

Answers [Factual Passages]

 1.  (a) (iv), (b) (i), (c) (ii), (d) (iv), (e) (iv)  2.  (a) (iii), (b) (ii), (c) (i), (d) (i), (e) (iii)

 3.  (a) (iv), (b) (iv), (c) (ii), (d) (ii), (e) (iv)  4.  (a) (iv), (b) (i), (c) (ii), (d) (iv), (e) (i)

 5.  (a) (iii), (b) (iv), (c) (iii), (d) (iii), (e) (ii)  6.  (a) (i), (b) (iv), (c) (ii), (d) (iv), (e) (ii)

 7.   (a) (i), (b) (iii), (c) (iv), (d) (i), (e) (iii)  8.  (a) (ii), (b) (i), (c) (iii), (d) (iv), (e) (iii)

 9.  (a) (ii), (b) (i), (c) (iv), (d) (i), (e) (iii)  10.  (a) (i), (b) (iii), (c) (i), (d) (i), (e) (i)

z z z
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FORMAL LETTER 
(Based on Complaint/Letter to Editor)1
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Letter writing is a form of written communication. Letters are of two types: formal and informal. 
Formal letters include business letters, letters of complaint, and letters to government officials. 
Informal letters include letters to friends, relatives, and acquaintances.

Formal/Official Writing
Heads of various organisations:

QQ Directors
QQ Principals
QQ Managers

Subject Matter: 
QQ Complaint
QQ Reaction/Response to certain events or speeches

Language: Formal, assertive 
Format: 

QQ Self Address (Sender’s address)
QQ Receiver’s Address
QQ Date
QQ Salutation (Sir/Madam)
QQ Subject: Regarding.................
QQ Content

 (i) Refer to previous communication or source of news or information, if any
 (ii) Status (position/issue)
 (iii) Analysis and reasons
 (iv) Suggestions/Actions required
Closing: 

QQ Thanks
QQ Yours sincerely/truly
QQ Signature
QQ Full rank/Name, if any
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Letter of Complaint

Some useful language expressions
QQ We regret to remind you that…
QQ I am writing to complain about…
QQ We are sorry to inform you that…

QQ Describe your opinion clearly
QQ Say what you would like the receiver to do to 

redress the complaint (replacement/refund of 
money/ free service)

QQ Mention your next course of action, if the 
complaint remains unattended

Letter to the Editor

Some useful language expressions
QQ Through the esteemed columns of your 

newspaper, I wish to bring to the notice of 
the concerned authorities…

QQ In my opinion…
QQ This is a very shocking/disturbing use of…

QQ Be polite and formal
QQ Introduce yourself and describe clearly what 

your complaint is
QQ Remember that the newspaper is only a medium 

to address the issue
QQ Do not ask the editor to resolve the issue

Objective-based Questions

 1. You are Arihant/Aparajita, the Sports Secretary of Sunshine High School. You have 
received the parcel of sports articles ordered by you, some of which are defective and 
old. Write a letter of complaint to Messer New Sports, Meerut, the supplier of the 
articles.

 Ans. 
Sunshine High School

Civil Lines

New Delhi

Date: 19 May 20XX

The Manager

Messer New Sports

New Mall Road

Meerut

Subject: Complaint regarding (a) ____________________________

Dear Sir,
I am writing to you in the capacity of the sports secretary of Sunshine High School.
We had visited your showroom a week back and, after checking the goods there, as per our 
requirement, we had placed an order.

Through this letter, I would like to draw your kind attention towards the parcel of sports 
articles delivered by your organisation to us. Though the delivery was very prompt, some of 
the articles delivered are defective and old.  
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I request you to kindly (b) ____________________________ with new and proper quality 
articles as soon as possible. 

Please let us know (c) _______________________________________, failing which we would 
have to take strict action.

Yours sincerely
Aparajita 
Sports Secretary

 (a) (i) demand of defective and old sports articles 
  (ii) supply of defective and old sports articles 
  (iii) delayed supply of defective and new sports articles 
  (iv) extra supply of defective and old sports articles 
 (b) (i) send a written complaint 
  (ii) respond to the letter 
  (iii) replace the faulty and used goods 
  (iv) refund the amount paid 
 (c) (i) by when you would be getting the goods replaced 
  (ii) by what you would be getting the goods replaced 
  (iii) by whom you would be getting the goods replaced 
  (iv) by who you would be refunding the amount

 2. The washing machine you bought has started giving trouble and is making a loud noise. 
Write a letter to the washing machine dealer about the same and request him to replace 
the washing machine at the earliest. Invent details on your own. You are Katrina/Kavi.

 Ans. 
4, Ashok Vihar

Phase I

New Delhi

Date: 5 March 20XX

M/s Gupta and Company

Kamla Nagar

Delhi

Subject: Complaint regarding recently purchased washing machine

Sir,
I purchased a Glido Washing Machine from your outlet vide Cash Memo No. 0702 on  
1 February 20XX. 
The engineer set up the entire system for us and explained (a) ______________________, 
including the various wash options. For 20 days the washing machine worked satisfactorily. 
Soon after, it has started making a loud noise while it is wringing the clothes and sometimes 
even stops on its own, all of a sudden. 
Since this machine is within the guarantee period, I request you to (b) ______________________ 
__________________________.
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Please let me know by when you would be getting the piece replaced. Since we are not home 
weekdays, it would be suitable if the exchange happens on a Sunday. 
I have been your regular customer, and have purchased articles on your recommendation.  
I hope this relationship continues and is (c) ______________________.

Yours sincerely

Kavi

 (a) (i) when to use the machine  (ii) why to use the machine 
  (iii) how to use the machine  (iv) technical aspects of the machine 
 (b) (i) send a new one by evening 
  (ii) replace it with a new one at the earliest
  (iii) refund the amount paid by tomorrow
  (iv) send an engineer to repair the machine at the earliest 
 (c) (i) mutually adversial  (ii) mutually hindering 
  (iii) mutually futile  (iv) mutually beneficial
 3. You are Ashish/Astha, a resident of 254, Vigyan Vihar, Amla, Madhya Pradesh. You 

are worried to see your younger brother’s frequent habit of using the Internet as a 
homework tool. Write a letter to the editor of a popular newspaper, expressing your 
opinion on the advantages, and disadvantages of the dependence of youth of today on 
the Internet. 

 Ans. 

254, Vigyan Vihar
Amla
Madhya Pradesh

Date: 7 April 20XX

The Editor
The Times of India
New Delhi

Subject:  Expressing concern about the (a) ________________________________________

Sir,   
Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to highlight the problem of growing 
dependence of today’s youth on the Internet.
The Internet is a store of knowledge, which is available to us with just a click of the button. 
However, often, the information on the Internet is (b) _____________________________. Also, 
the Internet sometimes exposes the youth to information and opinions that are inappropriate. 
Very often, there are videos posted on the Internet. These just pop up on their own. They 
contain information which is misleading and any non-discerning person can set swayed by 
what the video is trying to propagate. 
I hope that today’s youth understand (c) __________________________ as a tool to empower 
themselves and not let it make them go astray.

Yours truly

Ashish
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 (a) (i) over dependence of today’s youth on the Internet 
  (ii) worthless efforts of today’s youth on the Internet 
  (iii) improper information spread by today’s youth on the Internet 
  (iv) non dependency of today’s youth on the Internet 
 (b) (i) always factually correct (ii) always morally correct 
  (iii) not always factually correct  (iv) not always incorrect 
 (c) (i) that Internet is harmful
  (ii) that Internet spreads false information 
  (iii) information on the Internet incites one group to clash with another 
  (iv) how they should use the Internet 

 4. You are Rachna/Raghu residing at 15 Mall Road, Agra. Write a letter to the editor of a 
newspaper about your views on the order passed by the Supreme Court that children 
should take care of their aged parents or lose the right to their parents’ inheritance.

 Ans.
15, Mall Road
Agra

Date: 21 October 20XX
 
The Editor 
The Times of India

New Delhi

Subject:  Caring for aged parents 

Sir, 
This is with reference to the honourable Supreme Court’s order that children should  
(a) _________________________ or lose the right to their parents’ inheritance.

This order is being well accepted as it will make the children, even if unwillingly, take care of 
their aged parents, as they will (b) _______________________________________..

Parents always want to give the best that they can to their children. Very often, parents deny 
their own selves all the nice things in life, just to save some money to give their children 
better education and to bring them up the best way that they can. But what happens when 
these very children grow up into adults? They think that it was their right to be well-provided 
for by their parents. They feel that they don’t owe anything back to their parents. 

The order of the Supreme Court is a very welcome change as it has (c) __________________  
___________________ with the choice to include or exclude their children from their inheritance.

Yours truly
Raghu

 (a) (i)  pay the bills of their aged parents 
  (ii) take care of their aged parents 
  (iii) take charge of their aged parents’ savings 
  (iv) send their aged parents to old age home 
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 (b) (i) start respecting their aged parents 
  (ii) not leave their aged parents  to suffer 
  (iii) begin to notice the difference their aged parents brought to their lives 
  (iv) fear not getting any inheritance from their parents
 (c) (i) empowered the aged parents  (ii) restricted the aged parents 
  (iii) misjudged the aged parents (iv) outlawed the aged parents  
 5. You are Rizwan Ali, a resident of 456, Rajouri Garden, New Delhi. Write a letter to 

the editor of a national daily, drawing the attention of the concerned authorities to the 
deteriorating law and order situation in the city.

 Ans.
456, Rajouri Garden

New Delhi

Date: 15 May 20XX

The Editor
Hindustan Times
New Delhi

Subject: Deteriorating law and order situation in the city

Sir,

Through this letter I wish to  (a) _____________________________, towards the deteriorating 
law and order situation in the city.

Incidents of theft, kidnapping, molestation, rape, and murder are  (b) _____________________. 
A person walking on the street  or at home, whatever the age or gender, is unsafe.

Just the other day, there was a report in the newspaper about an old lady who was attacked 
by teenage children. They pushed her off the path and snatched her shopping bags. She had 
a bad fall and received a cut on her forehead, which had to be closed with stitches. Later, 
the children were rounded up by the authorities. The search revealed that the old lady often 
told that particular set of children not to make a lot of noise while playing near her place. 
She, being old, is a light sleeper and her noon siesta usually got disturbed when the children 
played noisily nearby.

It is time that the authorities  (c) ___________________________ to curb this lawlessness, so 
that the common man can live in peace.

Yours sincerely
Rizwan Ali

 (a) (i)  withdraw the attention of the authorities 
  (ii) question the authorities 
  (iii) analyze the attitude of the authorities 
  (iv) draw the attention of the authorities 
 (b) (i) on the rise these days  (ii) declining these days 
  (iii) disappearing these days  (iv) shifting away these days 
 (c) (i) restrict laws more effectively 
  (ii) apply laws more effectively 
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  (iii) brutally punish the accused 
  (iv) brutally punish the accused person’s family 
 6. Software engineers from India have the reputation of being among the best in the world. 

Most of them migrate to other countries even though their own country needs them the 
most. This is a matter of serious concern. Write a letter to editor of a famous newspaper, 
expressing concern over the issue of brain drain. 

 Ans.
B-39, ABC Road

Mumbai-13

11 March, 20XX 

The Editor 

The Times of India 

Mumbai 

Subject: Growing concern over the issue of brain drain 

Sir, 

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I would like to express my concern over 
the issue of brain drain. It has been witnessed that most of the software engineers from India 
migrate to other countries even though (a) ______________________________________. 

India has been far ahead as far as (b) __________________________________ is concerned. We 
are in demand and possess the reputation of being among the best in the world. However, 
the country’s inability to attract and retain existing talent is becoming a growing concern. 

Our country should endeavour to minimise brain drain while achieving (c) _______________

___________________. I request you to arouse the attention of the concerned authorities, so 
that appropriate action can be taken. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

Yours truly

XYZ 

 (a) (i) their own country needs them the most 
  (ii) they are not very skilled 
  (iii) they had to do it illegally 
  (iv) their neighbouring countries need them the most 
 (b) (i) education and experience in Indian politicians
  (ii) the development of infrastructure in rural areas
  (iii) intelligence and multi-talented skills in its employees
  (iv) the safety and protection of women 
 (c) (i) monetary benefit by eradicating the black money from our country 
  (ii) development in education sector especially for the girls
  (iii) development in employment rate across all over India 
  (iv) brain gain by luring back some of its talented and high-skilled people 
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 7. It is a matter of concern as the number of girl child is steadily shrinking in India. Write 
a letter to the editor of a national daily, expressing your worry on the skewing ratio in 
the nation. 

 Ans.
A-12, ABC Road

Chennai-13

October 21, 20XX

The Editor 

The Times of India 

Chennai 

Subject: Shrinking number of girl child 

Sir

Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I wish to draw the attention of the 
concerned authorities towards the skewing sex ratio in the nation. 

It should be a belief beyond doubt that (a) ________________________ and that they should 
be welcomed in the family in order to (b) _________________________. They are, in fact, not 
being provided with the basic rights and are deprived of (c) ______________________________. 
Torture and reports of domestic violence against them has become regular headlines that 
appear in the newspaper. The rate of crime like sexual harassment, rape, female foeticide 
and dowry death is increasing rapidly, which must be fixed. 

Therefore, I request you to kindly publish this article, so that their rights could be 
acknowledged and they could get a chance to succeed in their life. 

Thanking you

Yours faithfully 

ABC 

 (a) (i)  girl child is safe in this world  (ii) girl child is a liability 
  (iii) girl child is a blessing 
  (iv) raising girl child can never be beneficial for parents 
 (b) (i) balance the social equilibrium 
  (ii) balance the natural ecosystem of the world 
  (iii) balance the mind set of different people 
  (iv) balance the culture and customs of each religion 
 (c) (i) validation  (ii) food and shelter
  (iii) appreciation (iv) social identity 
 8. You are Upendra/Rashika, staying at 3 Jawahar Nagar, Jaipur. Last year, you bought 

a Celtel telephone answering system from the Electronic World in Chandigarh. The 
answering machine is malfunctioning. The recorded message in the answering system 
gets deleted as soon as it is heard once. Write a letter to the dealer explaining the 
problem. Request him to replace it, if needed, against the warranty that goes with it. 
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 Ans.
3 Jawahar Nagar

Jaipur 

April 21, 20XX

M/s Electronic World

Chandigarh

Subject: Defective Celtel telephone answering system 

Sir 

It is certainly very (a) _______________________ you that I bought a Celtel telephone 
answering system from your shop Electronic World, Chandigarh. But the answering machine 
is troubling as it is (b) __________________________________ in the answering system. The 
recorded message automatically gets deleted as soon as it is heard once. Many important 
messages kept in the device have already been deleted due to which I had to face a lot of 
problems. 

The invoice with your shop’s stamp and warranty card is being enclosed for your kind 
redressal. Subsequently, you are requested (c) __________________________________ at the 
earliest as it is still in full warranty. Hope you address my issue with grave concern. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

Yours sincerely 

Upendra Nagpal 

 (a) (i) humiliating for  (ii) disappointing to inform 
  (iii) distressing situation for (iv) encouraging to inform 
 (b) (i) unable to keep the recorded message safe
  (ii) able to answer the messages itself
  (iii) unable to replay the messages on its own 
  (iv) able to keep the recorded message safe 
 (c) (i) for an emergency service  (ii) to respond to my complaint 
  (iii) to get the faulty piece replaced  (iv) to take some legal action 
 9. You are Suresh/Sarika Jain of H.No. 20, Jawahar Nagar, Jaipur. Two months ago, you 

bought a desert cooler from M/S Cool Home, 21 C, Malviya Nagar, Jaipur. Over time, the 
cooler is not cooling as effectively as it used to. Write a letter to the Manager (Customer 
Care), M/S Cool Home, complaining about the malfunctioning of the unit and asking 
them to repair, or if needed, replace the piece. 

 Ans.
H.No 20, Jawahar Nagar 

Jaipur, Rajasthan 

March 3, 20XX
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M/S Cool Home 

21C, Malviya Nagar 

Jaipur, Rajasthan

Subject: Complain about a faulty desert cooler 

Sir,

It’s really very disillusioning to (a) ________________________ that a desert cooler bought a 
couple of months ago from your reputed showroom M/S Cool Home, Malviya Nagar, Jaipur, 
has (b) _________________________. With the onset of early summer, the sudden (c) ________

______________________ has hit our lifestyle under wild, scorching and unbearable heat. 

Since the unit is under warranty, I would like you to kindly replace it with a new one. We shall 
appreciate your prompt response. 

Yours truly 

Suresh Jain 

 (a) (i) write to you in mail  (ii) mislead the customer 
  (iii) advise the staff members  (iv) bring to your kind notice  
 (b) (i) been cooling faster than before 
  (ii) started giving us trouble 
  (iii) developed a new cooling agent 
  (iv) started to detect the room temperature 
 (c)  (i) rise of temperature  (ii) drop of temperature 
  (iii) availability of coolers (iv) change in the surrounding 
 10. Write a letter to M/S Bright Future, 29 Nai Sarak, Delhi, complaining about the delay in 

the delivery of the books you have ordered from them. You are Suarabh/Surabhi of 627, 
Mahatma Gandhi Road, Saharanpur. 

 Ans.
627, Mahatma Gandhi Road

Saharanpur 

April 4, 20XX

M/S Bright Future 

29 Nai Sarak, Delhi 

Subject: Complaint about (a) _________________________________

Sir

I am writing to express my concern regarding the delay in the delivery of the books ordered 
on March 23, 20XX against Bill No. M/2909. The list of books includes:
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1. The Mayor of Casterbridge - 5 Pcs. 

2. The Duchess of Malfi – 5 Pcs. 

3. The Alchemist – 2 Pcs. 

4. A Glossary of Literary Terms – 3 Pcs. 

I am being a little embarrassed at the behest of the students who were (b) ________________

__________________ mentioned above by the end of the month. The advance taken from the 
students is also being repaid (c) _______________________________ causing unrest. Hope the 
next consignment that was placed last week gets your kind attention and that we receive it 
on time.

Yours sincerely 

Saurabh Shukla   

 (a) (i) the delivery of the books 
  (ii) the delay in the delivery of the books  
  (iii) timely delivery of the books 
  (iv) the defected and damaged books 
 (b) (i) excited about the books 
  (ii) concerned about the quality of the books 
  (iii) exhibiting the books 
  (iv) promised to get the books 
 (c) (i) since the academic session is about to end 
  (ii) because the date sheet for examinations has been released
  (iii) on account of the delay in the delivery 
  (iv) due to restrictions imposed by the government 
 11. In the format of a formal letter, which of the following comes before the ‘subject’?
  (i) Salutation  (ii) Date 
  (iii) Receiver’s address  (iv) Sender’s address 
 12. A letter to editor should:
  (i) address the issue in the beginning 
  (ii) explain why the issue is important 
  (iii) state the writer’s opinion regarding the issue 
  (iv) all of these 
 13. What does the ‘subject’ in a formal letter express?
  (i) Introduction of the writer  (ii) Objective of the letter 
  (iii) Resolution of the problem  (iv) None of these 
 14. The language of a formal letter should be:
  (i) formal (ii) friendly 
  (iii) assertive  (iv) both (i) and (iii) 
 15. To have a desired effect on the recipient, the formal letter should be:
  (i) in a proper format  (ii) to the point and relevant
  (iii) grammatically correct  (iv) all of these 
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 16.  If we do know the recipient’s name, then how should we address the person while 
writing a formal letter?

  (i) Hello  (ii) Mr/Mrs 
  (iii) Dear Sir/Dear Ma’am (iv) My dear 
 17. How should the main body of a formal letter end?
  (i) By telling them what should be done next in regard with the issue addressed in the 

letter
  (ii) By requesting them to meet in person and discuss the issue in detail 
  (iii) By informing them about the weather in your city 
  (iv) By showing your love and respect for them  
 18. The important concern of the letter should be mentioned in the ______________ of the 

letter. 
  (i) opening  (ii) body 
  (iii) salutation  (iv) closing 
 19. Where should a date be written in a letter?
  (i) Under the sender’s address  (ii) Under the recipient’s address 
  (iii) Above salutation  (iv) Under subject  
 20. Which of the following points should be avoided while writing a letter to editor?
  (i) Use of aggressive or scornful language 
  (ii) Biased comments 
  (iii) Comments on personality or competency of others 
  (iv) All of these 
 21. What is the first thing to start with while writing a letter to editor?
  (i) Recipient’s address  (ii) Sender’s address
  (iii) Salutation  (iv) Date 
 22. Which of the following points should be considered while writing a letter of complaint?
  (i) It should convey only important information.
  (ii) It should have the solution for the given problem.
  (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
  (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 23. What should be written in the first paragraph of a letter of complaint?
  (i) Explain why the letter is being sent  (ii) Explain the problem 
  (iii) Solution of the problem  (iv) All of these 
 24. How should a letter to the editor be concluded?
  (i) By thanking the editor 
  (ii) By summing up the problem 
  (iii) By giving solution for the problem and requesting to publish it 
  (iv) All of these 
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Answers

 1. (a) (ii) (b) (iii) (c) (i) 
 2. (a) (iii) (b) (ii) (c) (iv) 
 3. (a) (i) (b) (iii) (c) (iv)
 4. (a) (ii) (b) (iv) (c) (i)
 5. (a) (iv) (b) (i) (c) (ii)
 6. (a) (i) (b) (iii) (c) (iv)
 7. (a) (iii) (b) (i) (c) (iv)
 8. (a) (ii) (b) (i) (c) (iii)
 9. (a) (iv) (b) (ii) (c) (i)
 10. (a) (ii) (b) (iv) (c) (iii)
 11. (iii)  12. (iv) 13. (ii)
 14. (iv)  15. (iv) 16. (iii)
 17. (i)  18. (ii) 19. (i)
 20. (iv)  21. (ii) 22. (iii)
 23. (i)  24. (iii)

zQzQz
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QUICK REVISION OF 
BASIC GRAMMAR 2

TENSES

The tense in a sentence tells the time of the action mentioned in the sentence. Broadly speaking, 
the tense in a sentence can be present tense, future tense or past tense. The sentence can be 
affirmative/positive, negative and/or interrogative.

Present Tense 

Look at the following sentences.
 1. I am playing. (Affirmative)
 2. We aren’t playing. (Negative)
 3. Are they playing? (Interrogative)
 4. How are they playing? (Interrogative)
All these sentences are in the present tense.
The present tense comprises simple present tense, present continuous tense, present perfect 
tense, and present perfect continuous tense. 
We use the Simple Present Tense to talk about things in general. We do not use it only to refer 
actions happening now but also actions that happen all the time or repeatedly or things that are 
universally true.

For example:  1.  I have breakfast every day.

   2.  We go to school. 
We use the Present Continuous Tense to talk about an action that is happening at or around 
the time of speaking. The action has not finished. 
In such sentences, is/am/are + -ing form of the verb are used to show the continuation.

For example:  1.  Girls are playing.
   2.  I am watching TV.
We use the Present Perfect Tense to talk about an action that has recently been completed. It is 
also used to talk about a past action that has a result now. 
In such sentences, have/has + 3rd form of the verb are used.

For example:  1.  Tom has lost his key. 

   2.  I have forgotten your name.
We use the Present Perfect Continuous Tense to indicate an activity that continues from the 
past, until now, repeatedly, or an activity that has recently stopped. 
In such sentences, have/has + been + -ing form of the verb are used.
For example:  1.  John looks sunburnt. He has been working in the sun since morning.
   2.  Your clothes are very dirty. What have you been doing?
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Past Tense

Look at the following sentences.
 1. I/You/He/She/It/We/They played.  (Affirmative)
 2. I/You/He/She/It/We/They didn’t play.  (Negative)
 3. Did I/you/he/she/it/we/they play?  (Interrogative)
 4. What did I/you/he/she/we/they play?  (Interrogative)
All these sentences are in the past tense.
The past tense comprises simple past tense, past continuous tense, past perfect tense, and past 
perfect continuous tense. 
Now, look at the following sentences.
 1. She visited the temple regularly.
 2. Last year, we attended a summer camp together.
 3. He learnt speed skating at the sports academy every weekend when he was in class eight.
We use the Simple Past Tense for actions completed in the past, actions which happened at a 
specific point of time, and past habits and actions.
Next, look at the following sentences.
 1. The children went on a long drive last Saturday.
 2. The coach was always helping the weaker student till they caught up with the others.
 3. Sara was neatening the house when Zack was washing the dishes.
These sentences are in the past continuous tense. 
We use the Past Continuous Tense for an action that was in progress at a stated time in the past, 
a past action which was a habit in the past, and two or more actions which were happening at 
the same time.
In such sentences was/were + -ing form of the verb are used. 
Look at the following sentences.
 1. Rohit had already left when we arrived at the party.
 2. He had broken his leg and was being taken to the medical clinic.
 3. Everything had seemed normal at first.
These sentences are in the past perfect tense. 
We use the Past Perfect Tense to talk about an action which finished before another action in 
the past.
In such sentences, had + past form of the verb are used.
We use certain time expressions with the past perfect tense, like before, already, after, just, 
when, and never.
Now, look at the following sentences.
 1. I had been watching TV for an hour when I remembered I had forgotten to call my 

friend.
 2. She had been painting her room and has just washed up.
These sentences are in the past perfect continuous tense.
We use the Past Perfect Continuous Tense to talk about a past action which started and finished 
in the past before another past action, putting emphasis on the duration, and an action which 
lasted for some time in the past and was recently completed.
In such sentences, had been + -ing form of the verb are used.
We use certain time expressions with the past perfect continuous tense, like for, since, and until.
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Future Tense

Look at the following sentences.
 1. We will play. (Affirmative) 
 2. She won’t play. (Negative)
 3. Why won’t we play? (Interrogative) 
All these sentences are in the future tense. 
The future tense comprises simple future tense, future continuous tense, future perfect 
tense, and future perfect continuous tense. These can be affirmative/positive, negative and/or 
interrogative.
Now, look at the following sentences.
 1. It will rain soon.
 2. I will carry an umbrella to school.
 3. The road will become slippery.
 4. I must cancel the visit to the coffee shop.
 5. There might be a traffic jam.
 6. I will make corn soup for all of us.
 7. Will you give some of the soup to grandfather for his breakfast? 
These are in the simple future tense. 
We use the Simple Future Tense to refer an action that will happen in the future or an action 
we intend to do in the future, a general statement about the future, an action we decide to do 
right at the time of speaking. It is also used to express a view, an offer to do something or a 
request that is made to someone to do.
In such sentences, will/shall + base form of the verb are used.
Next, look at the following sentences.
 1. The boys will be attending college from next session.
 2. The flight will be landing at the international airport at New Delhi.
 3. The maid will be cooking when we reach home.
These sentences are in the future continuous tense. 
We use the Future Continuous Tense to refer an action that will be going on in the future, a 
pre-scheduled future plan, and a longer on-going action interrupted by another shorter future 
action.
In such sentences, will be + -ing form of the verb are used.
Look at the following sentences.
 1. I shall have gone shopping before you return from coaching. 
 2. He will have perfected his bowling before you join cricket coaching.
These sentences are in the future perfect tense. 
We use the future perfect tense to refer to an action which would have completed before 
another action in the future. 
In such sentences will/shall have + past participle form of the verb are used.
Now, look at the following sentences.
 1. The children will be ready for their performance an hour before the chief guest’s arrival.
 2. Soon after the programme ends, the parents will be collecting their wards from their 

classrooms.
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These sentences are in the future perfect continuous tense.
We use the Future Perfect Continuous Tense to refer to a long action before a particular time 
in the future or an action that will begin at a point of time in the future and continue after that.
In such sentences will have been + -ing form of the verb are used.

Future Time Reference

For referring to the future, the modal auxiliaries shall and will are used with the base infinitive.
Let us read the following sentences.
1. We will go to the zoo tomorrow.
2. He will be on leave next week.
All these sentences indicate that we use will to talk about an event in progress at some point in 
future.
However, there are different modes in English that can be used to refer incidents that occur at 
some time in future. This mode of reference is called as future time reference. 
Future time is expressed in the following ways:
I. Present Future Tense
(1) Simple Future: Will/Shall + v1 (To denote future action). 
 For example: 1. We shall go for a picnic tomorrow.
    2. He will reach by 5:30 p.m.
(2) Future Progressive/Continuous: Will/Shall + be + v1 + ing
 For example:  1. We shall be playing football this evening.
    2. They will be visiting us next week.
(3) Future Perfect: Shall/Will + have + v3

 For example:  1. We will have completed the book.
    2. I shall have arranged the books in the shelf by evening.
(4) Future Perfect Progressive/Continuous: Shall/Will + have + been + v1 + ing
 For example:  1. They will have been eating for some time.
    2. We shall have been sleeping before your departure.
II. Past Future Tense
(1) Simple Future: Would + v1

 For example:  1. He would go to play.
    2. They would sing the school song.
(2) Future Progressive/Continuous: Would + be + v1 + ing
 For example:  1. He would be going to play a match at 8 p.m.
    2. I would be training for the marathon this evening.
(3) Future Perfect: Would + have + v3

 For example:  1. He would have eaten by the time you come.
    2. She would have taken a power nap by the time the tuition began.
(4) Future Perfect Progressive/Continuous: Would + have + been + v1 + ing
 For example:  1. The children would have been watching the match for two hours.
    2. Mother would have been waiting for the boys for a few hours.
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MODALS
Modals are auxiliary verbs used along with main verbs. A modal gives additional information 
about the function of the main verb that follows it and forms the tense, mood, and voice of the 
main verb.
Modals cannot be used on their own but along with other main verbs to express attitudes.

QO When something happens, they form the tense of the main verb.
 For example:  1. I shall go. 2. He will go.

QO They express permission, necessity or possibility to do something.
 For example:  1. They may go. 2. You must go.
    3. I can’t go. 4. I might go.
     5. She would go if she could.

Observe the highlighted words in these sentences.
 1. We can make our nation a superpower by the year 2020.
 2. Kalam says that we need to do things ourselves. We must not import equipment from 

other nations.
 3. In twenty years, each one of us ought to have our destiny worked out. 

All the highlighted words are modal auxiliaries that are used with another verb to express the 
mood of the speaker.

QQ The main modals are: can, could; may, might; shall, should; will, would; must; ought to; 
need to; have to.

QQ The negative modals are: couldn’t, wouldn’t, shouldn’t, mustn’t, needn’t, oughtn’t.

Now, let us see how all these modals express the modality.

MODALS EXAMPLES INDICATORS OF

Can/Can’t QQ She can swim. Ability

QQ It can be risky if you jump. Possibility/Probability

QQ Can I borrow your book? Seeking permission

QQ Can you lend me your project file? Request

QQ Can I carry your bag? Offer

MODALS EXAMPLES INDICATORS OF

Could/
Couldn’t

QQ There was a time when I could skip very fast. Past ability

QQ We could go to the theatre for the matinee show. Suggestion

QQ Could you please open the door? Request

QQ Could I borrow your books? Seeking permission

Will/Won’t QQ It is very hot outside, so I will spend my day at home. Intention

QQ It will rain tonight. Prediction

QQ I will get you a toy from the market. Promise

Shall QQ Shall we put the dinner on the table? Suggestion

QQ Shall I iron your shirt? Offer
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Would/
Wouldn’t

QQ Would you prefer wearing a coat or a jacket? Preference

QQ Would you come to our wedding? Invitation

QQ Would you mind if I reach an hour late? Seeking permission or 
polite request

QQ He would talk for long hours on phone. Past habit

Should QQ We should listen to our elders. Advice

QQ You should check the timings of the train. Recommended action 

May QQ May I help you? Offer

QQ May I close the window? Seeking permission

QQ May I have some water? Request

QQ India may become a sport-loving nation after the 
Common Wealth Games.

Possibility/Probability

QQ May God bless you. Wish/Desire

Might QQ The guest might drop in at night. Future possibility

Ought to QQ You ought to do your duty. Advice

QQ The team of players ought to be here any time. Probability

Must/Mustn’t QQ You must listen to your mother. Obligation

QQ You must not steal things. Necessity

Need/Needn’t QQ You need to learn computers. Compulsion

QQ He need not write letters to the office. Necessity

SUBJECT-VERB CONCORD (AGREEMENT)
Subject means the person or thing about which something is said.
 (i) If two subjects are joined by ‘as well as’, ‘with’ or ‘in addition to’, then the verb agrees 

with the first subject.
 (ii) If a subject is made up of two or more nouns joined by ‘and’, then it takes the plural verb.
 (iii) ‘Each’, ‘every’, ‘either’, ‘neither’ and ‘many’ are followed by singular verb.
 (iv) If two or more subjects are joined by ‘either’, ‘or’, ‘neither’, ‘nor’, ‘not only’ or ‘but also’, 

then the verb agrees with the subject nearest to it.
 (v) Nouns like ‘news’, ‘physics’, ‘mathematics’, ‘measles’, and ‘ethics’ are plural in form, but 

they are treated as singular.
 (vi) When the distance, weight or amount represent a single unit or fixed quantity, they are 

treated as singular.
 (vii) Collective nouns like group, herd, team, and committee are singular when taken as one 

body. They are considered as plural when the members of the group are considered 
individually.

 (viii) Uncountable nouns like furniture, equipment, stationery, luggage, weather, and advice 
are singular and taken as singular verbs.

 (ix) Nouns like amends, compasses, glasses, goods, trousers, tongs, police, and people and 
descriptives like the rich, the blind, and the guilty are always considered as plural.
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 (x) Some nouns can have both singular and plural verbs. If we use plural verbs with them, 
we are always correct. But if we use singular verb, we may be wrong. These include 
family, government, audience, media, company, crew, and public.

REPORTED SPEECH
Direct and Indirect Speech

 1. When the actual words spoken are quoted, it is called Direct Speech.
 2. When we report without quoting the exact words spoken, it is called Indirect Speech. 
  For example: Ram said, “I am very busy now.”     (Direct)
     Ram said that he was very busy then.  (Indirect)
Note: (i) In the direct speech, inverted commas are used to show the exact words of the 

speaker. In the indirect speech, it is not so.
  (ii) In the indirect speech, the conjunction ‘that’ is used before the indirect statement.
  (iii) The pronoun ‘I’ changes to ‘he’ or ‘she’ when converting from direct to indirect speech.
  (iv) The verb ‘am’ changes to ‘was’ when converting from direct to indirect speech.
  (v) The adverb ‘now’ changes to ‘then’ when converting from direct to indirect.

Remember

When the reporting verb is in the past tense, all present tenses of the direct speech are changed 
into the corresponding past tenses.
 am/is  was   will  would 
 are     were   can  could
 do/does  did  
 want/like/know/go, and so on  wanted/liked/knew/went, and so on
 have/has  had
The simple past (did/saw/knew, and so on) can usually stay the same in indirect/reported speech 
or can be changed to the past perfect (had done/had seen/had known, and so on)

 For example: Harjot said, “I woke up feeling ill, so I didn’t go to school.” (Direct)
      Harjot said that she woke up feeling ill, so she didn’t go to school.  

      (Indirect/Reported) 
  Or
      Harjot said she had woken up feeling ill, so she hadn’t gone to school.  

      (Indirect/Reported)
 (a) Simple present becomes simple past
  For example
  Direct : He said, “I am unwell.”
  Indirect : He said that he was unwell.
 (b) Present continuous becomes past continuous
  For example
  Direct : He said, “My master is writing letters.”
  Indirect : He said that his master was writing letters.
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 (c) Present perfect becomes past perfect
  For example
  Direct : He said, “I have passed the examination.”

  Indirect : He said that he had passed the examination.
 (d) Simple past becomes past perfect
  For example
  Direct : He said, “The horse died in the night.”
  Indirect : He said that the horse had died in the night. 
If the reporting verb is in the present tense, the tenses in direct speech do not change. We may, 
thus, rewrite the given examples putting the reporting verb in the present tense.
 (a) He says he is unwell.
 (b) He has just said his master is writing letters.
 (c) He says he has passed the examination.
 (d) He says the horse died in the night.

Situations
Words expressing nearness in time or place are changed into words expressing distance.

Word Changed as

now then

here there

this that

today that day

tomorrow the next day

yesterday the day before/the previous day

last night the night before/the previous night

 Direct :  He said, “I am glad to be here this evening.”
 Indirect :  He said that he was glad to be there that evening.

Statements
Reporting statements are introduced with reporting verbs, such as ‘say’ or ‘tell’/‘said’ or ‘told’.
Look at the following sentence.
 The teacher said to me, “I have never seen a boy as lazy as you are.” (Direct)
 When we report this statement, we connect the two clauses using ‘that’.
Now, read the following sentence.

QO The teacher told me that he had never seen a boy as lazy as I was. (Indirect)
When transforming statements, check whether you have to change:

QO pronouns
QO tense
QO place and time expression

Questions
In reporting questions, the indirect speech is introduced by verbs, such as ‘asked’ or ‘inquired’.
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 For example
Direct : He said to me, “What are you doing?”
Indirect : He asked me what I was doing.

When the question is not introduced by an interrogative word, the reporting verb is followed 
by ‘if ’ or ‘whether’.
 For example

Direct : He said, “Will you listen to such a man?”
Indirect : He asked them if/whether they would listen to such a man.

Commands and Requests

The imperative mood is changed into the infinitive and verbs expressing command or request 
introduce the indirect speech.

 For example
 1. Direct  : Ram said to Arjun, “Go away.”
  Indirect : Ram ordered Arjun to go away.
 2. Direct  : He said to him, “Please wait here till I return.”
  Indirect : He requested him to wait there till he returned.

Exclamations and Wishes

Words expressing exclamation or wish, introduce the indirect speech.
 For example

Direct : Ela said, “How clever I am!”
Indirect : Ela exclaimed that she was very clever.

DETERMINERS

Determiners are the words that decide or fix the meaning of a noun. Thus, determiners are 
words that decide the limit or determine something about a noun or a pronoun that follows.
They are small words used before nouns to answer questions like:

QO Which one?
QO How many?
QO Who?

Determiners are not adjectives because they do not describe a noun. They simply identify or 
specify a noun in some way.
Read the following sentences.
1. I have a few pens with me.
2. She put some oil in the frying pan.
3. There are many windows in this house.
4. She has spent a great deal of time in the East.
All the highlighted words determine the quantity of anything talked about in the sentence. 
Therefore, we call them determiners or quantifiers or quantifier determiners.
Some of the quantifiers are—a little, a few, some, any, many, more, much, no, a great deal of, 
a lot of, etc.
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There are two types of determiners.
QO Indefinite determiners: These include determiners ‘a’ and ‘an’, indefinite numerals (like 

many and some), distributive numerals (like each, either, and neither) and quantities 
(like little, enough, and some).

QO Definite determiners: These include the determiner ‘the’, definite numerals (like one, 
first, and once), possessives (like my, your, our, his, her, and their) and demonstratives 
(like this, that, these, and those).

zQzQz
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CLOZE PASSAGE/ 
GAP FILLING/EDITING 3

Cloze Passage
 
 1. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  “Can I come along with you on your fishing trip, please?” asked Millie. Her two elder 
brothers (i) __________ at her scornfully. “Fishing is a man’s (ii) __________,” said her 
older brother, Derek. “Girls are not (iii) __________ at fishing.” After a while, however, 
Millie managed to persuade her brothers to take her fishing.

 (i) (a) looked    (b) see  (c) saw  (d) sawed
 (ii) (a) sports  (b) sport    (c) games  (d) sporting
 (iii) (a) well  (b) goodness  (c) good   (d) wellness
 2. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  One day, an old and fussy millionaire entered a plush restaurant to (i) ____________ 
a meal. The staff of the restaurant sighed when they (ii) ____________ him. They  
(iii) ____________ he was a man who wanted the best but was only willing to pay the 
least.

 (i) (a) have    (b) had  (c) eating  (d) eaten
 (ii) (a) be  (b) saw    (c) being  (d) seeing
 (iii) (a) know  (b) knowing  (c) knew  (d) knowingly
 3. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  Richard Clayton Harwick’s happy family life ends when his father passes away and 
his mother marries Mr Coldstone. His stepfather is (i) ___________ and imposes strict 
rules on him. Richard feels (ii) ____________, like a (iii) ____________ in his own home. 
Thinking his mother and sister will be happier without his unhappy face around, he 
runs away from home.

 (i) (a) suave  (b) strict   (c) classic  (d) lenient
 (ii) (a) good  (b) fights  (c) abused   (d) love
 (iii) (a) jailor  (b) freshman  (c) freeman  (d) prisoner
 4. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  Long ago people knew very little about the world. The (i) ___________ was thought 
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to be flat. Hence, if a person (ii) ___________ long enough in one direction, he would 
finally (iii) ___________ the edge of the world and fall off.

 (i) (a) moon  (b) earth  (c) sun  (d) building
 (ii) (a) spoke  (b) cried  (c) walked  (d) prayed
 (iii) (a) cross  (b) skip  (c) hop  (d) reach 
 5. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  Rays look like huge birds in slow flight when they swim. They have huge triangular side 
fins which flap like (i) ___________ when the rays swim. Their bodies (ii) ___________ 
flat and their mouth and gill openings are usually (iii) ___________ on the underside of 
the body. They have a thin, whip-like tail which is usually armed with a poisonous spine.

 (i) (a) fins  (b) gills  (c) pins  (d) wings 
 (ii) (a) was  (b) were  (c) is  (d) are
 (iii) (a) found  (b) lost  (c) most  (d) post
 6. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  Grandma likes to keep busy. She (i) ___________ idling around and watching television 
all day long. She insists on washing and ironing her (ii) ___________ and does not believe 
in the use of the washing machine. “The clothes are not properly washed. They simply 
go through the different cycles of ‘wash and spin’ (iii) ___________ come out with stains 
still intact,” she says.

 (i) (a) wants  (b) liking  (c) dislikes  (d) likes
 (ii) (a) table  (b) seat  (c) flowers  (d) clothes
 (iii) (a) but  (b) or  (c) and  (d) nor
 7. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  Nadia Comaneci was (i) ____________ in Romania on 12 November, 1961. When she 
was six years old, she took up (ii) ____________. She was very determined and learnt 
quickly and was later sent to participate in several (iii) ____________. She showed great 
promise. Under the instruction of very capable coaches, Bella and Martha Karoly, Nadia 
soon became a tough competitor to contend with. 

 (i) (a) live  (b) lived  (c) migrated  (d) born 
 (ii) (a) gymnastics  (b) swimming  (c) diving  (d) rowing
 (iii) (a) shows  (b) competitions  (c) debated  (d) rallies
 8. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 

ones given below.

  Marsupials are (i) ___________ that have a pouch. A kangaroo has a pouch between her 
hind legs. This is about as snug and comfortable a home as a new-born baby can have. 
It is fur-lined, keeps the baby (ii) ___________ and protects it, enables the baby to feed, 
and (iii) ___________ transportation for the helpless infant.
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  Nature provides kangaroos and other marsupials with a pouch because their young are 
born very weak and helpless. 

 (i) (a) plants  (b) birds  (c) fish  (d) animals 
 (ii) (a) warm  (b) cold  (c) wet  (d) dirty
 (iii) (a) has  (b) provides  (c) had  (d) was

 9. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 
ones given below.

  The television series “Rin Tin Tin” featured a German shepherd that did all the  
(i) ___________ for the shows itself. The stunts included such feats as leaping through 
closed windows, (ii) ___________ locked doors and pulling the correct levers to close 
the locks of a dam. History has it that on 15th September, 1918, during the last days 
of World War I, a group of  American (iii) ___________ stumbled upon the German 
shepherd and  her litter of puppies. 

 (i) (a) comic  (b) comedy  (c) stents  (d) stunts
 (ii) (a) closing  (b) shutting  (c) opening   (d) breaking
 (iii) (a) child  (b) soldiers  (c) soldier  (d) drone

 10. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from the 
ones given below.

  Many of us may squirm at the (i) ___________ thought of eating snakes. However,  in 
Hong Kong, snake-eating is fast (ii) ___________ very popular. It used to be an  exotic 
dish reserved  mainly (iii) ___________ the rich but with Hong Kong citizens becoming 
more  affluent, this dish has become more affordable.

 (i) (a) only  (b) sole  (c) soul  (d) very 
 (ii) (a) happen  (b) becomes  (c) becoming   (d) happening
 (iii) (a) am  (b) for   (c) was  (d) is

Answers
 1. (i) (a) looked (ii) (b) sport    (iii) (c) good  
 2. (i) (a) have    (ii) (b) saw  (iii) (c) knew 
 3. (i) (b) strict (ii) (c) abused  (iii) (d) prisoner
 4. (i) (b) earth (ii) (c) walked  (iii) (d) reach 
 5.  (i) (d) wings  (ii) (d) are (iii) (a) found 
 6. (i) (c) dislikes  (ii) (d) clothes (iii) (a) and
 7. (i) (d) born  (ii) (a) gymnastics  (iii) (b) competitions
 8. (i) (d) animals  (ii) (a) warm  (iii) (b) provides 
 9. (i) (d) stunts (ii) (c) opening (iii) (b) soldiers 
 10. (i) (d) very  (ii) (c) becoming (iii) (b) for  
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GAP FILLING

 1. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 
option from those that follow.  

  Rivers are considered holy in India but they are hardly treated with respect. All kinds of 
dust and filth find (a) _____________  way into the rivers. If we have to treat and purify 
the water for drinking it, how can the fish survive in (b) _____________  waters? Every 
year, river Gomti becomes the death bed of thousands of fish because (c) _____________ 
water released in the reservoir upstream carries effluents from the neighbouring.

 (a) (i) their  (ii) his  (iii) its  (iv) over
 (b) (i) these  (ii) this  (iii) that  (iv) their
 (c) (i) any  (ii) the  (iii) an  (iv) a
 2. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.
  Dear Daddy,

  I hope all’s well with you. Everything is fine here. I am sorry I (a) _____________ 
write earlier. I was busy with my coaching camp which is now over. After the annual 
examination, most of (b) _____________ boarders have left for their homes. Only a 
few like me are left behind. I can’t express how badly I miss you all. I don’t know  
(c) _____________ I’ll be able to join you. Dad, I hate being a boarder. How lonely it is 
to stay here during the vacation! The few inmates left are not only boring but also nasty. 
I hope you will come to my rescue soon.

  Your son
  Ravindra
 (a) (i) couldn’t  (ii) hasn’t  (iii) have not  (iv) hadn’t
 (b) (i) which  (ii) the  (iii) are  (iv) when
 (c) (i) the  (ii) being  (iii) when  (iv) am
 3. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.

  The students (a) _____________ talking as Miss Sarkar entered the classroom. Then in 
a loud voice (b) _____________ said ‘Good Morning’ and glanced quickly around the 
room. All the children (c) _____________ her intently to find out what sort of a person 
she was. “I suppose you want to know my name,” she said. 

 (a) (i) are  (ii) was  (iii) were  (iv) been
 (b) (i) she  (ii) they  (iii) he  (iv) them
 (c) (i) observe  (ii) watching  (iii) watch  (iv) watched
 4. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.

  Delivering his inaugural address at the first Agricultural Science Congress here today 
the Prime Minister said efforts (a) _____________ be made to increase the production of 
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food grains by at least three times in the next decade. He exhorted that the agricultural 
scientists (b) _____________ rise to the occasion to meet the challenge of feeding 
the population, so that we may not have to import it. If we delay, he said, in doing 
something about the matter, it would be difficult to face the shortage of grains. He is  
(c) _____________ that the agricultural scientists must think about the matter. 

 (a) (i) can  (ii) will  (iii) should  (iv) may

 (b) (i) can  (ii) shall  (iii) must/should  (iv) need to

 (c) (i) optimist  (ii) optimistic  (iii) optimism  (iv) optimistically
 5. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.

  26th January is a very special day for India. (a) _____________ is on this day 
that India became a sovereign democratic republic in 1950. Dr Rajendra Prasad 
became the first President of the Indian Republic. 26th January is celebrated  
with great enthusiasm and festivity all over the country. First of all, the Prime Minister 
(b) _____________ the Amar Jawan Jyoti at India Gate. There he offers floral tributes 
to the martyrs. Then begins the colourful parade (c) _____________ starts from Vijay 
Chowk and terminates at the Red Fort.

 (a) (i) It  (ii) It’s  (iii) This  (iv) That
 (b) (i) visit  (ii) visits  (iii) visiting  (iv) visited
 (c) (i) that  (ii) of  (iii) which  (iv) to
 6. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.

  Massage (a) _____________ be a natural tranquilliser. It has been (b) _____________ 
in virtually every culture throughout history to relieve aches and pains, unknot tense 
muscles, and help (c) _____________ body and the mind to relax. There are several 
types of massage, the most popular being the Oriental massage.

 (a) (i) should  (ii) would  (iii) may  (iv) can
 (b) (i) used  (ii) using  (iii) uses  (iv) use
 (c) (i) a  (ii) an  (iii) the  (iv) any
 7. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.

  There (a) _____________ a survey about the popular forms of music and how the taste in 
music differs with age. About a hundred people (b) _____________ in three age groups 
were interviewed on their musical preferences. The survey found that (c) _____________ 
first great musical age is adolescence. 

 (a) (i) has been  (ii) have been  (iii) had been  (iv) was
 (b) (i) each  (ii) every  (iii) all  (iv) some
 (c) (i) this  (ii) the  (iii) for  (iv) that
 8. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.
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  Buddhists (a) _____________ survived in India only as a comparatively small sect,  
(b) _____________ Buddhism in the east today has over hundred and fifty million 
adherents. It is the chief religion of Ceylon, Burma and Malaya. Buddhists  
(c) _____________ the four truths. They live a simple and austere life.

 (a) (i) has  (ii) have  (iii) had  (iv) been
 (b) (i) and  (ii) or  (iii) but  (iv) though
 (c) (i) follow  (ii) follows  (iii) followed  (iv) following
 9. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.        

  Always (a) _____________ the metre dials from the right to the left. This 
procedure is much easier, especially if any of (b) _____________ dial hands are 
near the zero mark. When done, mark off the number of units recorded. Dials  
(c) _____________ gas metres usually indicate the amount each dial records.

 (a) (i) read  (ii) reading  (iii) reads  (iv) reader
 (b) (i) a  (ii) an  (iii) the  (iv) any
 (c) (i) for  (ii) at  (iii) and  (iv) with
 10. Complete the paragraph given below by filling in the blanks choosing the correct 

option from those that follow.

  I came to India on a short trip. With only one week left to return to America, 
everybody wanted to spend time with me. (a) _____________ we decided to watch  
(b) _____________ movie. We enjoyed it a lot. Then (c) _____________ the time to say 
good bye. We felt sad at parting from each other.

 (a) (i) as  (ii) so  (iii) but  (iv) for
 (b) (i) a  (ii) an  (iii) the  (iv) some
 (c) (i) came  (ii) come  (iii) coming  (iv) to come

Answers

 1. (a)  (i)  (b) (i)  (c)  (ii) 

 2. (a) (ii)  (b) (ii)  (c) (iii) 

 3.  (a) (iii)  (b) (i)  (c) (iv) 

 4.  (a) (ii)  (b) (iii)  (c) (ii)

 5.  (a) (i)  (b) (ii)  (c) (i)

 6.  (a) (iv)  (b) (i)  (c) (iii) 

 7.  (a) (i)  (b) (i)  (c) (ii)

 8.  (a) (ii)  (b) (iii)  (c) (i)

 9.  (a) (i)  (b) (iii)  (c) (iv)

 10.  (a) (ii)  (b) (i)  (c) (i)
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EDITING
The following paragraphs have not been edited. There is one error in each line. Find the 
error, choose the correct option and write the error along with its correction in the space 
provided.            

    Error  Correction

 1. Once, there was the guru  (a) _______  _______

  communicate wisdom to (b) _______  _______

  a people who came for his       (c) _______  _______

  darshan with flowers or fruits.

 (a) (i) an  (ii) a (iii) were  (iv) is
 (b) (i) communicated  (ii) communicates  (iii) communicating  (iv) communication 
 (c) (i) the  (ii) those  (iii) an  (iv) this 

   Error  Correction

 2. The guru tell him to  (a) _______  _______

  start with the person that

  he had a greatest faith  (b) _______  _______

  since high regard for. (c) _______  _______

 (a) (i) telling  (ii) tells  (iii) talk  (iv) told 
 (b) (i) an  (ii) the  (iii) this  (iv) it
 (c) (i) and  (ii) but  (iii) when  (iv) or

   Error  Correction

 3. One day, he go to a forest (a) _______  _______

  and was walking around 

  when she saw  (b) _______  _______

  a ashram. (c) _______  _______

 (a) (i) gone (ii) going (iii) goes (iv) went 
 (b) (i) it (ii) you (iii) he (iv) him 
 (c) (i) an (ii) few (iii) the (iv) any

    Error  Correction

 4. The sadhu seen a king  (a) _______  _______

  who is hungry and tired (b) _______  _______

  and  runned to the king  (c) _______  _______

  to give him some fruits. 

 (a) (i) sees (ii) saw (iii) see (iv) sight  
 (b) (i) are (ii) has (iii) was (iv) were 
 (c) (i) ran (ii) running (iii) run  (iv) runs 

    Error  Correction

 5. The saint get a piece of chalk equal to  (a) _______  _______
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  the lump in the opium and tell the  (b) _______  _______

  opium eater to continue eaten opium but  (c) _______  _______

  not more than the weight of the chalk each day. 

 (a) (i) got (ii) getting (iii) gets (iv) gotten 
 (b) (i) telling (ii) tells (iii) told (iv) tell 
 (c) (i) eating (ii) eaten (iii) ate (iv) eats

    Error  Correction
 6. Countries near then equator  (a) _______  _______

  are much warm than  (b) _______  _______

  these countries further  (c) _______  _______

  towards its north and south.

 (a) (i) the (ii) an (iii) a (iv) this 
 (b) (i) warmest (ii) warms (iii) warm (iv) warmer 
 (c) (i) the (ii) those (iii) an (iv) that 

    Error  Correction

 7. Though their is no indication  (a) _______  _______

  as to where they were first establish,  (b) _______  _______

  mektabs were certainly widespread in fourteenth century AD 

  in capital cities likes Samarkand. (c) _______  _______

 (a) (i) there (ii) them (iii) they (iv) these 
 (b) (i) establishes  (ii) established  (iii) establishment   (iv) establishing 
 (c) (i) liked   (ii) liking   (iii) like   (iv) as

    Error  Correction

 8. For the same reasoning,  (a) _______  _______

  Italy is cooler thus India,  (b) _______  _______

  but England has   (c) _______  _______

  cooler than Italy. 

 (a) (i) reasons   (ii) reasoned   (iii) reason   (iv) effect 
 (b) (i) than   (ii) though   (iii) then   (iv) as 
 (c) (i) have   (ii) is  (iii) was  (iv) have 

    Error  Correction

 9. The great America inventor  (a) _______  _______

  and businessmen, Thomas Alva Edison (b) _______  _______

  enjoys reading as a child (c) _______  _______

  and read many chemistry books. 

 (a) (i) America’s (ii) Americans (iii) American (iv) country 
 (b) (i) business  (ii) businessman  (iii) businesswoman  (iv) businesswomen 
 (c) (i) enjoy  (ii) enjoying  (iii) enjoyed  (iv) enjoyment 
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    Error  Correction

 10. The first accumulators was  (a) _______  _______

  produced for electricity cars,  (b) _______  _______

  but there were several defect and several  (c) _______  _______

  customers complained about the products.

 (a) (i) were  (ii) is   (iii) are   (iv) has
 (b) (i) electronic   (ii) electric   (iii) appliance   (iv) current 
 (c) (i) defected   (ii) defection   (iii) defects   (iv) defecting 
   Error  Correction

 11. In 2010, Time magazine’s included  (a) _______  _______

  Sachin in it’s annual  (b) _______  _______

  Time 100 list as won  (c) _______  _______

  of the most influential people in the world.

 (a) (i) magazine  (ii) magazines  (iii) booklets  (iv) books
 (b) (i) their   (ii) your   (iii) its   (iv) them 
 (c) (i) one  (ii) ones  (iii) once   (iv) win 

    Error  Correction

 12. Our country can become a heaven for tourists  (a) _______  _______

  with its rich culture heritage,  (b) _______  _______

  ancient monuments, wondering architecture,  (c) _______  _______

  and flora and fauna.

 (a) (i) heavy   (ii) haven  (iii) have   (iv) heavenly 
 (b) (i) culturally   (ii) nature   (iii) cultural   (iv) tradition 
 (c) (i) wonder   (ii) wonders (iii) wonderful (iv) wonderfully

Answers

EDITING

 1.   2.
  Error Correction Error Correction
 (a)  the a (a) tell told
 (b) communicate communicating (b) a the
 (c) a the (c) since and

 3.   4.
  Error Correction Error Correction
 (a) go went (a) seen saw
 (b) she he (b) is was
 (c) a an (c) runned ran
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 5.   6.
  Error Correction Error Correction
 (a) get got (a) then the
 (b) tell told (b) warm warmer
 (c) eaten eating (c) these the

 7.   8.
  Error Correction Error Correction
 (a) their there (a) reasoning reason
 (b) establish established (b) thus than
 (c) like likes (c) has is

 9.   10.
  Error Correction Error Correction
 (a) America American (a) was were
 (b) businessmen businessman (b) electricity electric
 (c) enjoys enjoyed (c) defect defects

 11.   12.
  Error Correction Error Correction
 (a) magazine’s magazine (a) heaven haven
 (b) it’s its (b) culture cultural
 (c) won one (c) wondering wonderful

zQzQz
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DIALOGUE WRITING/
REPORTING DIALOGUE 4

Dialogue Writing
 1. Read the paragraph given below and complete the dialogue that follows by choosing 

the correct option.  
  The boss asked Mary why she hadn’t sent the report on new products to the marketing 

department yet. Mary apologised and said that she was just going to send it. The boss 
then said that Mary was supposed to have sent the report the previous day. To this Mary 
replied that that was true but she was waiting for more information from the production 
department. The boss then asked Mary if she had received all the information that she 
needed. Mary replied saying that she had all the information she needed.

  Boss: Mary, why (a) _____________________________ to the marketing department yet? 
  Mary: I am sorry, Sir. I am just going to send it. 
  Boss: But you were supposed to have sent it yesterday itself. 
  Mary: Yes, I was, but (b) ______________________ from the production department. 
  Boss: (c) __________________________ you need?
  Mary: Yes, I have. 
  (a) (i) haven’t you send that report on new products
   (ii) had you send those report on new products
   (iii) haven’t you sent that report on new products 
   (iv) has she sent a report of new products 
  (b) (i) I were waiting for more information (ii) I was waited for much information
   (iii) I has waited for more information (iv) I was waiting for more information
  (c) (i) Have you received all the information
   (ii) Has you receive all the information
   (iii) Had you receiving all the information 
   (iv) Were you received some information  

 2. Read the paragraph given below and complete the dialogue that follows by choosing 
the correct option.  

  When A wished and asked B if he could please speak with Mayur, B apologised saying 
that Mayur was not there at that moment.

  Then A asked B where Mayur had gone, to which B replied that Mayur had gone to the 
library. A continued the conversation and asked B when Mayur was likely to be back. 
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To this B said that Mayur was likely to be back in two hours. Then A requested B to 
ask Mayur to return A’s call on returning. B asked A for his phone number. A gave his 
number to B. B took the number and said that he would ask Mayur to give A a call when 
he returned and A thanked B for the same.  

  A: Hello, (a) ______________________ with Mayur, please?
  B: Sorry, he is not here at the moment. 
  A: Where (b) _______________________?
  B: He has gone to the library. 
  A: (c) _______________________ to be back?  
  B: He is likely to be back in two hours. 

  (a) (i) could you speak (ii) can I speak 
    (iii) will I speak   (iv) would I speak 
  (b)  (i) have he going (ii) had he go 
    (iii) has he gone  (iv) is he go 
  (c)  (i) When is he likely  (ii) Why is he likely 
    (iii) Where is he likely   (iv) How is he likely 

 3. Read the paragraph given below and complete the dialogue that follows by choosing 
the correct option. 

  Shyam greeted Rahul and asked how he was. Rahul thanked Shyam, said he was fine, 
and asked how Shyam was. Shyam thanked Rahul for asking after him, said he was fine, 
and then asked Rahul the time. Rahul told Shyam that it was only half past eight and 
also asked Shyam if he had finished the assignment. Rahul replied saying that he had 
not finished the assignment. He asked if Rahul would wait for him and that he would be 
ready in about five minutes. Rahul replied saying he would surely wait, with pleasure.

  Shyam: Hi Rahul. How are you?

  Rahul: I’m good. Thank you. And you? 

  Shyam: Fine, thanks. What time is it?

  Rahul: It is only half past eight. By the way, (a) _________________________________?

  Shyam: No, (b) _______________________. Will you wait for me? I will be ready in about 
ten minutes. 

  Rahul: Sure, (c) ____________________________ for you. 

  (a) (i) has you finish the assignment  (ii) have you finishing the assignment

    (iii) have you finished the assignment (iv) had you finish the assignment 

  (b) (i) I has not finished the assignment (ii) I have not finished the assignment

    (iii) I am not finishing the assignment  (iv) I was not finished the assignment 

  (c) (i) I will wait  (ii) I had waited 

    (iii) I has wait   (iv) I am waiting
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 4. Read the paragraph given below and complete the dialogue that follows by choosing 
the correct option.  

  Annie is at her friend Karan’s party. Rohan comes to introduce himself. He greets 
Annie, gives his name, and says that he is a friend of Karan. Annie says that it is nice to 
meet him and that Karan had told her about him. Rohan asks Annie if she works with 
Karan and what she does. Annie replies saying that she is a nurse and asks what Rohan 
does. Rohan replies saying that he works at a bank. Annie says that that is interesting.

  Rohan: Hi, I am Rohan. I’m a friend of Karan. 

  Annie: Oh, nice to meet you. Karan (a) ___________________________ about you. 

  Rohan: (b)___________________________, don’t you? What do you do?

  Annie: I’m a nurse. What do you do?

  Rohan: I work at a bank.

  Annie: That (c) ___________________________. 

  (a)  (i) have told me a lot  (ii) was told me a lot 

    (iii) were told me a lot  (iv) has told me a lot 

  (b)  (i) You work with him  (ii) You working with him 

    (iii) You worked with him  (iv) You works with him 

  (c)  (i) were interesting  (ii) was interested 

    (iii) had interested   (iv) is interesting

 5. Read the paragraph given below and complete the dialogue that follows by choosing 
the correct option. 

  Tina asked Ram whether he had heard what the professor had said the previous day. 
Ram replied saying that he had missed that. Tina informed Ram that the professor had 
allotted the groups for the projects and given the topics to the groups. Ram asked if he 
and Tina were in the same group. Tina replied that that was right. Ram suggested that 
then the group should meet to divide the work on the project.

  Tina : (a) _______________________________ what the professor said yesterday?
  Ram : No, I missed that. 
  Tina : He (b) _______________________________ for the projects and gave topics 

to the groups. 
  Ram : Are we in the same group. 
  Tina : Yes, that is right.
  Ram : Then the group (c) _______________________________on the project. 

  (a) (i) Didn’t you hear (ii) Don’t you heard

   (iii) Do you heard  (iv) Don’t your hear 

  (b) (i) allotted the groups  (ii) allots the group 

   (iii)  allotting the groups  (iv) allot the groups 

  (c) (i) will meet to divided the work  (ii) ought to meet to dividing the work

   (iii) should meet to divide the work  (iv) should meeting to divided the work
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 6. Read the paragraph given below and complete the dialogue that follows by choosing 
the correct option. 

  Rhea told Rhonda that she just couldn’t believe that they were going to Colorado. 
Rhonda said that it was a great place to go to in summer. Rhea said that the trip was 
going to be fantastic. Rhonda said that they could go mountain biking there. To this Rhea 
asked if it would be safe. Rhonda replied saying that there would be other interesting 
activities to do too. 

  Rhea: I just (a) _________________________ to Colorado. 

  Rhonda: (b) _________________________ to go in the summer. 

  Rhea: This trip is going to be fantastic. 

  Rhonda: We could go mountain biking there. 

  Rhea: (c) _________________________ safe? 

  Rhonda: There would be other interesting things to do too.  

  (a)  (i) could not believe we are gone  (ii) should not believe we are going 

    (iii) can’t believe we are going  (iv) can believe we have gone 

  (b)  (i) It will have a great place   (ii) It is a great place

    (iii) It has a great place  (iv) It have greatest place 

  (c)  (i) Will this be   (ii) Would that be 

    (iii) Can this be   (iv) Should that be  

Answers
DIALOGUE WRITING

 1. Boss : Mary, why haven’t you sent that report on new products to the marketing 
department yet?

  Mary : I’m sorry, Sir. I was just going to send it.
  Boss : But you were supposed to have sent it yesterday itself.
  Mary : Yes, I was, but I was waiting for more information from the production 

department.
  Boss : Have you received all the information you need?
  Mary : Yes, I have.

 2. A : Hello, can I speak with Mayur, please?
  B : Sorry, he is not here at the moment.
  A : Where has he gone?
  B : He has gone to the library.
  A : When is he likely to be back?
  B : He is likely to be back in two hours.

 3. Shyam : Hi Rahul. How are you?
  Rahul : I’m good. Thank you. And you?
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  Shyam : Fine, thanks. What time is it?
  Rahul : It is only half past eight. By the way, have you finished the assignment?
  Shyam : No, I haven’t finished the assignment. Will you wait for me? I will be 

ready in about ten minutes.
  Rahul : Sure, with pleasure.

 4. Rohan : Hi, I’m Rohan. I’m a friend of Karan.

  Annie : Oh, nice to meet you. Karan has told me a lot about you.

  Rohan : You work with him, don’t you? What do you do?

  Annie : I’m a nurse. What about you?

  Rohan : I work at a bank.  

  Annie : That is interesting.

 5. Tina : Didn’t you hear what the professor said yesterday?
  Ram : No, I missed that.
  Tina : He allotted the groups for the projects and gave topics to the groups.
  Ram : Are we in the same group?
  Tina : Yes, that’s right.
  Ram : Then the group should meet to divide the work on the project.

 6. Rhea : I just can’t believe we are going to Colorado.
  Rhonda : It is a great place to go in the summer. 
  Rhea : This trip is going to be fantastic.
  Rhonda : We could go mountain biking there.
  Rhea : Would that be safe?
  Rhonda : There would be other interesting things to do too.  

Reporting Dialogue

 1. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows by 
choosing the correct option. 

  Ashik : Hello Alam, how are you?
  Alam : Not so good. 
  Ashik :  Why? What is wrong? 
  Alam :  Just a bit nervous. How are you getting on with your studies?
  Ashik :  My preparation is going as planned.
  Alam :  That is wonderful.  

  Ashik wished Alam and (a) ______________. Alam replied that he was not so good. Ashik 
(b) ______________. Alam said that (c) ______________ and asked how Ashik’s studies 
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were getting along. Ashik said that his preparation was going as planned. Alam said that 
that was wonderful.

  (a) (i) asked how he were  (ii) asked how he was 
   (iii) asks how he was  (iv) asking how he were 
  (b) (i) asks what is wrong (ii) asked what is wrong
   (iii) asking what has wrong (iv) asked what was wrong 
  (c) (i) he has just a bit nervous (ii) he is just the bit nervous 
   (iii) he was just a bit nervous (iv) he had been just bit nervous 

 2. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows by 
choosing the correct option. 

  Student : May I come in, sir?
  Headmaster : Yes, come in.
  Student : Good morning, sir.
  Headmaster : Good morning. What do you want?
  Student : Sir, I had to collect my transfer certificate.
  Headmaster : It is with the head clerk.

  The student asked the headmaster for permission to enter. The headmaster  
(a) _________________ come in. The student then wished the headmaster a good 
morning. The headmaster wished the student a good morning and (b) ___________. 
The student said that he had to collect his transfer certificate. The headmaster said that 
(c) _________________.

  (a) (i) asks him to (ii) asked his to

   (iii) ask him to (iv) asked him to 

  (b) (i) asked what he wants (ii) asks what he wants 

   (iii) asked what he wanted  (iv) asked what he want 

  (c) (i) it was with the head clerk (ii) it is with a head clerk

   (iii) it will be with the head clerk  (iv) it were with the head clerk 

 3. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows by 
choosing the correct option. 

   Sujon : Hello Rajib, how are you?
  Rajib :  I am fine and what about you?
  Sujon :  I am fine too. 
  Rajib :  What is your career plan?
  Sujon :  I want to be a doctor. What about you?
  Rajib : I want to be an English teacher.  

  Sujon wished Rajib and asked how he was. Rajib said that (a) _______________. Sujon 
replied saying that he was fine too. Rajib asked Sujon about his career plan. Sujon said 
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that he wanted to be a doctor and, in turn, asked (b) _______________. Rajib replied 
saying that (c) _________________________.  

  (a) (i) he is fine and asks how Sujon is 

   (ii) he was fine and asks how Sujon was 

   (iii) he was fine and asked how Sujon was 

   (iv) he were fine and asked how Sujon were 

  (b) (i) Rajib what him career plan was  (ii) Rajib what his career plan was 

   (iii) Rajib what his career planned was  (iv) Rajib what his career plan is

  (c) (i) he want to be the English teacher  (ii) he wants to been an English teacher 

   (iii) he wanted to be an English teacher  (iv) he wants to be the English teacher 

 4. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows by 
choosing the correct option. 

  Nasrin :  I want to improve my command over the English language.
  Shila :  For that you need to do a lot of reading in English.
  Nasrin :  I lose confidence when I have to speak in English and start fumbling.
  Shila :  You must practice speaking English with your friends.
  Nasrin :  Thank you for your suggestion.
  Shila :  Welcome.

  Nasrin said she wanted to (a) _______________ over the English language. Shila 
said that for that she needed to do a lot of reading in English. Nasrin said that she  
(b) _______________. Shila suggested to Nasrin (c) _______________ in English 
with her friends. Nasrin thanked Shila for her suggestion to which Shila said that  
she was  welcome. 

  (a) (i) improved her command  (ii) improves her command 

   (iii) improve her command  (iv) improving her command 

  (b) (i) loss confidence when she had to speak in English and starts fumbling 

   (ii) loose confidence when she has to spoke in English and started fumble 

   (iii) loses confidence when she has to spoken in English and starting fumbling 

   (iv) loses confidence when she has to speak in English and starts fumbling 

  (c) (i) to practice spoke (ii) to practicing speak

   (iii) to practice speaking  (iv) to practices speak 

 5. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows by 
choosing the correct option.

  Shopkeeper : May I help you?
  Customer  :  Yes.
  Shopkeeper : What do you want to buy?
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  Customer  : I want to buy a pair of sports shoes.
  Shopkeeper : I have just the right pair for you. Try these please.
  Customer  : Oh, these shoes are so nice. I’ll buy them.

  The shopkeeper asked the customer if (a) ______________. The customer replied in 
the affirmative. The shopkeeper then asked the customer what he wanted to buy. The 
customer said that he wanted a pair of sports shoes. The shopkeeper said that he had 
just the (b) ______________ requested him to try them. The customer said that the shoes 
were very nice and that he (c) ______________. 

  (a) (i) he can help him (ii) he can helped him 

   (iii) he could help him  (iv) he could helps him 

  (b) (i) right pair for his or  (ii) right pairs for him or 

   (iii) right pair for him and  (iv) right pair for him but 

  (c) (i) would buy them  (ii) will buy them 

   (iii) will buys them  (iv) would bought them

 6. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows by 
choosing the correct option.

  Anis : Hello Rakib, how are you?

  Rakib : I am fine and you?

  Anis : I am fine too. 

  Rakib : What were you reading about?

  Anis : The importance of planting trees.

  Rakib : Trees save us from floods and many other natural calamities.

  Anis wished (a) ___________________. Rakib said that he was fine and asked Anis how he 
was. Anis said that he was fine too. Rakib wanted to know what (b) ___________________ 
about. Anis said that he was reading about (c) ___________________ trees. Rakib said 
that trees save us from floods and many other natural calamities .

  (a) (i) Rakib and asks how he was  (ii) Rakib or asked how he is 

   (iii) Rakib and ask how he is  (iv) Rakib and asks how he were 

  (b) (i) Anis is reads  (ii) Anis is reading 

   (iii) Anis was reading  (iv) Anis has read 

  (c) (i) the importance of planting  (ii) an important of planting 

   (iii) the importance of plant  (iv) the importance of planted 
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Answers

REPORTING DIALOGUE

 1. (a) asked how he was  (b) asked what was wrong
  (c) he was just a bit nervous

 2. (a) asked him to  (b) asked what he wanted
  (c) it was with the head clerk

 3. (a) he was fine and asked how Sujon was  (b) Rajib what his career plan was
  (c) he wanted to be an English teacher

 4. (a) improve her command
  (b) loses confidence when she has to speak in English and starts fumbling
  (c) to practice speaking

 5. (a) he could help him  (b) right pair for him and
  (c) would buy them

 6. (a) Rakib and asked how he was  (b) Anis was reading 
  (c) the importance of planting

  zQzQz
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Summary
Lencho was a dedicated agriculturist. He was expecting a decent harvest, yet sadly, a hail storm 
came and destroyed his harvest totally. Lencho was very sad, but he had strong belief in God. 
He was sure that God would definitely help him. He was an extremely straightforward man. 
He composed a letter to God. In the letter, he asks God to send him one hundred pesos. After 
that, he went to the post office and put the letter into the post box.
The postman removed the letter from the letter-box. He read the address on it and laughed 
badly then he rushed to the postmaster and presented to him that strange letter. The postmaster 
also chuckled in the same way, when he saw it addressed to God. When he read the letter, he 
got very serious. He lauded this man who had extraordinary confidence in God. He decided to 
help him. He asked the employees of the post office to give money. He, too, gave a part of his 
salary. But they were able to collect only a little more than half the money requested by Lencho. 
The postmaster put the money in an envelope and addressed it to Lechno. Next Sunday, 
Lencho came again to the post office. He asked if there was any letter for him. The postmaster 
took out the letter and gave it to Lencho. Lencho was not surprised at seeing the money. But 
when he counted the money, he became angry. He thought that God could not have made the 
mistake. He took paper and ink, and wrote another letter to God. Then, he furiously posted a 
stamp on it and dropped it into the letter-box.
After Lencho had gone, the postmaster and the employees read the letter. Lencho had 
complained to God that he had received only seventy pesos. This time, he requested God to 
send him the rest of the money. But he asked God not to send the money through mail. He 
wrote that the post-office employees were a bunch of crooks who might have stolen the money.

Fuentes was born at Lanzarote in the Canary Islands. He first went to sea as a deck boy with his father when 
he was 10. As a teenager, he worked on cargo ships out of the Canary Islands to Trinidad and Puerto Rico, 
and from the Spanish ports of Valencia and Sevilla to South America. He migrated permanently to Cuba 
when he was 22. He died from cancer in Cojimar in 2002, at the age of 104.

About the Author

‘A letter to God’ is a story of extreme faith in God. Through this story, the writer, G.L. Fuentes has tried 
to depict the invincible and insurmountable faith in God of a simple poor farmer, Lencho. He was a poor, 
honest and hard-working farmer. Hence, he wrote a letter to God and asked God to send him money.

A LETTER TO GOD                   
       —G.L. FUENTES
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions  (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

 1. The house—the only one in the entire valley—sat on the crest of a low hill. From this 
height one could see the river and the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers that 
always promised a good harvest. The only thing the earth needed was a downpour or at 
least a shower. Throughout the morning Lencho—who knew his fields intimately—had 
done nothing else but see the sky towards the north-east. (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) Based on the detail of the house’s location, how can it best be described?
    (i) Majestic  (ii) Imposing 
   (iii) Solitary  (iv) Unique 
  (b) The field of corn dotted with flowers means that:
    (i) not a single flower was bigger than a dot. 
   (ii) the flowers were scattered across. 
   (iii) the flowers were in shaped like dots. 
   (iv) the flowers had shrunk in size.
  (c) Lencho wished for a downpour or a heavy shower. Pick the option that correctly 

lists the correct match of kinds of rain.
   1. heavy rain (i) light rain that falls in very fine drops
   2. thunderstorm (ii) very heavy rain, tropical rain
   3. drizzle (iii) it’s coming down quite strong and you  

  get very wet very quickly
   4. torrential rain (iv) really heavy rain that comes very  

  suddenly
   5. downpour (v) is a violent, short-lived weather  

  disturbance associated with lightning,  
  thunder and strong, gusty winds

   (i) 1-(ii), 2-(iv), 3-(v), 4-(i), 5-(iii) (ii) 1-(iv), 2-(i), 3-(iii), 4-(v), 5-(ii) 
   (iii) 1-(v), 2-(iii), 3-(iv), 4-(ii), 5-(i) (iv) 1-(iii), 2-(v), 3-(i), 4-(ii), 5-(iv) 
  (d) Based on the given extract, what is Lencho NOT likely to think while looking at 

his field?
    
   

   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4) 

 3. All set for the grand harvest. 
I’m going to be rich!

 4. I wish we have enough food 
to eat after this harvest.

 2. Just a downpour, God. And 
everything will be perfect.

 1. Such a blessing, 
God! Thank you.
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  (e) Which quote supports the idea in the given extract? 
   (i) ‘Farming is a profession of hope.’
   (ii) ‘I would rather be on my farm than be emperor of the world.’
   (iii) ‘Farming looks mighty easy when your plough is a pencil, and you’re a thousand 

times from the corn field.’
   (iv) ‘Those too lazy to plough in the right season will have no food at the harvest.’ 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(iv), (e)—(i)
 2. Lencho showed not the slightest surprise on seeing the money; such was his confidence—

but he became angry when he counted the money. God could not have made a mistake, 
nor could he have denied Lencho what he had requested.

  (a) Why did Lencho get angry? 
   (i) Because his letter was misplaced by the postal service
   (ii) Because there was no reply from God to Lencho’s letter
   (iii) Because there was less money than he asked for in the letter
   (iv) Because God’s response to Lencho’s letter was brief
  (b) Why was Lencho not surprised?
   (i) Because Lencho had utmost confidence in God
   (ii) Because Lencho knew that it was the postmaster who arranged the money
   (iii) Because Lencho had faith in humanity and knew someone would help
   (iv) Because Lencho was stupid
  (c) Who could not have made a mistake in Lencho’s eyes? 
   (i) God (ii) The postmaster
   (iii) The post office staff (iv) All of these
  (d) Which word means the same as ‘faith’?
   (i) Confidence  (ii) Angry 
   (iii) Requested  (iv) Surprise 
  (e) Lencho was not surprised on:
   (i) seeing the letter  (ii) seeing an empty envelope 
   (iii) seeing the money  (iv) seeing the postmaster
 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(i), (d)—(i), (e)—(iii)

 3. The moment the letter fell into the mailbox the postmaster went to open it. It said: 
“God: Of the money that I asked for, only seventy pesos reached me. Send me the rest, 
since I need it very much. But don’t send it to me through the mail because the post 
office employees are a bunch of crooks. Lencho”.

  (a) Why did the postmaster open the mailbox immediately after Lencho had posted 
his letter?

   (i) Because he wanted to hide that letter from his staff
   (ii) Because the postmaster wanted to check Lencho’s response
   (iii) Because Lencho had given him a stink-eye
   (iv) Because Lencho had asked him to



84 English–X: Term–1

  (b) Why did Lencho not want God to send the rest of the money through mail?
   (i) Because Lencho thought that the letter could get lost in mail
   (ii) Because the postmaster seemed lazy to Lencho
   (iii) Because Lencho believed that post-office employees were all cheats
   (iv) Because postal service was too slow for Lencho
  (c) What help had Lencho asked for? 
   (i) Lencho asked for a new bag of corn seeds
   (ii) He asked for blessings
   (iii) He asked for food ration for the year
   (iv) He asked for a hundred pesos to sow his field
  (d) What did Lencho believe would happen to his family if God doesn’t help him? 
   (i) They would be bankrupt. (ii) They would go hungry the whole year.
   (iii) They will lose their farm.  (iv) They will stay depressed.
  (e) Why did no leaf remain on the trees? 
   (i) Because it was fall season
   (ii) Because the hailstorm left the field bare
   (iii) Because of a lethal storm
    (iv) Because there was a plague of locusts

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(ii), (e)—(ii)

 4. In the north-east huge mountains of clouds could be seen approaching. The air was fresh 
and sweet. The man went out for no other reason than to have the pleasure of feeling 
the rain on his body, and when he returned he exclaimed, “These aren’t raindrops 
falling from the sky, they are new coins. The big drops are ten cent pieces and the little 
ones are fives.”

  (a) Why were the raindrops like ‘new coins’ for Lencho?
   (i) Because he thought that the rain will yield a good harvest
   (ii) Because Lencho thought he could practice rain water harvesting
   (iii) Because it saved him from the cost of irrigation
   (iv) Because it ensured better weather for the transportation of goods
  (b) How did these new coins ultimately bring disaster to his cornfield?
   (i) They over-watered his crops
   (ii) They blocked the irrigation canals
   (iii) They turned into hailstones and destroyed all his crops
   (iv) They flooded the roads, halting any transportation
  (c) What did hailstones resemble?  
   (i) Mochi balls       (ii) Snow balls  
   (iii) Gold coins      (iv) Silver coins
  (d) How did these new silver coins bring disaster to Lencho? 
   (i) By making him too rich (ii) By destroying his entire field
   (iii) By bringing him bad luck (iv) None of these 
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  (e) How did Lencho feel after the storm? 
   (i) Lencho was utterly unhappy and distressed. 
   (ii) He was in a frenzy. 
   (iii) He was sad but relieved. 
   (iv) He felt suicidal. 

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(iii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(ii), (e)—(i)

 5. When he finished, he went to the window to buy a stamp which he licked and then 
affixed to the envelope with a blow of his fist. The moment the letter fell into the mailbox 
the postmaster went to open it. It said: “God: Of the money that I asked for, only seventy 
pesos reached me. Send me the rest, since I need it very much. But don’t send it to me 
through the mail because the post office employees are a bunch of crooks. Lencho.”                                                  
  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) ‘….bunch of crooks.’ Pick the option that DOES NOT collate with ‘bunch of ’ 
correctly. 

   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
  (b) What was the most likely response that the postmaster expected in Lencho’s 

second letter?
   (1) Sorrowful  (2) Gratitude 
   (3) Disappointment  (4) Elation 
   (5) Shock
   (i) (2) and (5) (ii) (1) and (3)
   (iii) (2) and (4) (iv) (3) and (5) 
  (c) Pick the option that lists the option corresponding to – ‘with a blow of his fist.’

bunch of

1. keys

3. flowers

2. grapes4. islands

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
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   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
  (d) Lencho’s letter included:
   (i) details of his problems.  (ii) description of the post office. 
   (iii) belief of being looted.  (iv) list of further demands. 
  (e) Pick the most suitable quote for this extract. 
   (i) “It is easier to fool people than to convince them that they have been fooled” – 

Mark Twain 
   (ii) “Real knowledge is to know the extent of one’s ignorance.” – Confucius 
   (iii) “You see a person’s true colours when you are no longer beneficial to their life.” 

– anonymous 
   (iv) “True generosity means accepting ingratitude.” – Coco Chanel 

 Ans. (a)—(iv), (b)—(iii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(iv), (e)—(i)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. The story, ‘A Letter to God’ is all about:
 (i) unconditional love of family (ii) unconditional enmity of neighbours
 (iii) unconditional sacrifice of friends (iv) unconditional faith in God 

 2. Lencho gazed at the sky in the ________________ direction hoping for a rainfall. 
 (i) north-east  (ii) north-west 
 (iii) south (iv) north 

 3. Where was Lencho’s house situated?
 (i) On the top of a high mountain  (ii) On the crest of a low hill 
 (iii) In the middle of a cornfield  (iv) On the edge of a cliff 

 4. What was Lencho’s wife doing, while he was gazing at the sky?
 (i) She was working in the field.
 (ii) She was feeding the cattle.
 (iii) She was preparing supper. 
 (iv) She was gazing at the sky along with Lencho. 

 5. Why did Lencho go out in the rain?
 (i) To check his corn field
 (ii) To feel the rain in his body 
 (iii) To inform his neighbours about the rainfall
 (iv) To shield his crops from getting destroyed 

 6. In the chapter ‘A Letter to God’, hailstones were compared with:
 (i) snow balls (ii) metal stones 
 (iii) silver coins  (iv) frozen pearls 
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 7. Why did the boys expose themselves to the rain?
 (i) To protect the field  (ii) To enjoy the rain 
 (iii) To collect the frozen pearls  (iv) None of these

 8. How long did the hail rain?
 (i) For a day  (ii) For an hour 
 (iii) For few minutes  (iv) For a week  

 9. What happened when the storm passed?
 (i) The flowers were gone from the plants.
 (ii) The corn was totally destroyed. 
 (iii) The field looked as if covered with salt. 
 (iv) All of these 

 10.  What was the single hope for Lencho and his family?
 (i) Their savings  (ii) Their friends and relatives 
 (iii) Their faith in God  (iv) None of these 
Ans.     1. (iv), 2. (i), 3. (ii), 4. (iii), 5. (ii), 6. (iv), 7. (iii), 8. (ii), 9. (iv), 10. (iii)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

All through the night, Lencho thought only of his one hope: the help of God, whose eyes, as 
he had been instructed, see everything, even what is deep in one’s conscience. Lencho was an 
ox of a man, working like an animal in the fields, but still he knew how to write. The following 
Sunday, at daybreak, he began to write a letter which he himself would carry to town and place 
in the mail. It was nothing less than a letter to God.
 (a) What did Lencho think throughout the night?
 (i) Help of God (ii) Love of God
 (iii) Justice of God  (iv) God’s plan 

 (b) What strange action did Lencho take?
 (i) Lencho took a loan from a cruel moneylender
 (ii) Lencho sold his farm
 (iii) Lencho wrote a letter to God
 (iv) Lencho filed a court case against God.

 (c) Lencho was:
 (i) a believer  (ii) a delusional man
 (iii) an ox of a man (iv) none of these

 (d) Why did Lencho think of the help from God as his only hope? 
 (i) Because his eyes see everything, even what is deep in one’s conscience
 (ii) Because he is omnipresent
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 (iii) Because he is kind
 (iv) All of these

 (e) Identify the author of the given extract from the following. 
 (i) G.L Fuentes (ii) George Martin
 (iii) Robert Frost (iv) John Keats

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What was the postmaster’s reaction on seeing the letter? 
 (i) He shed a tear. (ii) He started laughing.
 (iii) He was amused. (iv) He was shocked. 

 2. How did the postmaster help Lencho?
 (i) He and some other employees secretly pitched in money. 
 (ii) He sent that letter to the state government. 
 (iii) He lend Lencho money himself.
 (iv) He offered to help Lencho in exchange for fresh corns. 

 3. What did the postmaster wish? 
 (i) That he had never read that letter
 (ii) That he could help Lencho somehow
 (iii) That he had the faith such as Lencho 
 (iv) None of these

 4. Why did the postmaster help Lencho?
 (i) Because the postmaster did not want to shake Lencho’s faith in God 
 (ii) Because Lencho requested the postmaster to help him 
 (iii) Because the postmaster owed Lencho some money 
 (iv) Because the postmaster was an old friend of Lencho

 5. Lencho wrote the letter to God on a:
 (i) Monday morning  (ii) Sunday morning 
 (iii) Saturday morning  (iv) Sunday afternoon

z z z



89Literature Reader

NELSON MANDELA:  
LONG WALK TO FREEDOM 
   — Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

2

Nelson Mandela was born on 18 July, 1918 in the village of Mvezo in the Eastern Cape. He served as president 
of South Africa from 1994 to 1999. Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders of our 
time: an international hero whose lifelong dedication to the fight against racial oppression in South Africa 
won him the Nobel Peace Prize and the presidency of his country. 

About the Author

‘Long Walk to Freedom’ is the 1994 autobiography of Nelson Mandela, detailing his ascent from an anti-
apartheid activist and Robben Island-jailed terrorist, to an ANC leader and a cultural icon. The autobiographical 
genre exemplifies unique characteristics which does not reduce the worth of the extract as a creative work. 
This autobiography illustrates and interprets the theme of struggle for freedom.  With the help of theories, 
the study examines how Mandela showcases his individual role as well as the role of all the oppressed, in 
the struggle in his autobiography.

Summary
Nelson Mandela was born on 18 July, 1918. He was the first South African President to be 
elected in a fully representative democratic election. 10th of May was a day of freedom for  
South Africa and there was a huge gathering of international leaders and dignitaries at the 
swearing-in ceremony which was held in Union Building in Pretoria and the first non-racial 
government took charge. Nelson Mandela gave a speech on the victory of justice, peace 
and human dignity. Mandela pledged to liberate his people from poverty, suffering and 
discrimination. A colourful show by jets and helicopters depicting military’s might and loyalty 
took place. Two national anthems were sung to signify equality and inclusion–the old ‘Nkosi 
Sikelel’ by the whites and the new ‘Die Stem’ by the blacks. A new system was formed that 
recognised the rights and freedom of all. Mandela recalled the contributors and thanked them 
for their sacrifice. Salutation to some great freedom fighters—Oliver Tambo, Walter Sisulu, 
Chief Luthuli, Yusuf Dadoo and others. Mandela in his address, said that a country is rich 
because of its people not because of the minerals. Courage is not the absence of fear but the 
victory over it. People should love others not hate them due to their colour or religion. Love 
comes naturally not by force, which is the natural goodness, whereas people must learn to hate 
and if they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love. He also said that man should try to 
create a balance between his duties—duties towards his family and duty towards his country 
and community. Mandela said that freedom has different aspects, like for a kid, it is to run and 
play, and for an adult, it is to fulfil needs of his own and his family. Real freedom means equal 
rights for everyone. Nelson Mandela joined the African National Congress (ANC). He wanted 
that people of South Africa must live with dignity and respect. He believed the oppressor and 
the oppressed to be liberated. Patience and perseverance, guided by discipline and system, 
yield the desired result. 
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions  (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

 1. It was this desire for the freedom of my people to live their lives with dignity and self-
respect that animated my life, that transformed a frightened young man into a bold 
one, that drove a law-abiding attorney to become a criminal, that turned a family-loving 
husband into a man without a home, that forced a life-loving man to live like a monk.

  (a) How did ‘he’ become a criminal?
   (i) By fighting for his people’s freedom which was illegal under the apartheid 

system 
   (ii) By leaking sensitive information
   (iii) By involving in a scam
   (iv) By involving in violence against police
  (b) Mandela was transformed from a:
    (i) frightened man to a bold man
   (ii) law abiding attorney to a criminal 
   (iii) life-loving man to the one who lives like a monk  
   (iv) all of these  
  (c) Which desire transformed Mandela into a criminal? 
   (i) The desire to travel freely  (ii) The desire to become rich
   (iii) The desire for freedom for all (iv) None of these
  (d)  Which of the following did Mandela want for his people? 
   (i) Freedom (ii) Dignity
   (iii) Respect (iv) All of these 
  (e) Which word means the same as ‘being worthy of honour or respect’?
   (i) Desire  (ii) Dignity 
   (iii) Attorney  (iv) Monk 
  Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(iv), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iv), (e)—(ii)

 2. The ceremonies took place in the lovely sandstone amphitheatre formed by Union 
Buildings in Pretoria. For decades this had been the seat of white supremacy, and now 
it was the site of a rainbow gathering of different colours and nations for the installation 
of South Africa’s first democratic, non-racial government.

  (a) Which ceremonies are being referred to here?
   (i) Installation of the non-racial government  
   (ii) Mandela’s crowning 
   (iii) Thabo Mbeki’s becoming second deputy president
   (iv) Mr de Klerk’s becoming first deputy president 
  (b) Where did the ceremonies take place?
   (i) Amphitheatre formed by Union Buildings in Pretoria 
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   (ii) The sandstone amphitheatre
   (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
  (c) What type of government was chosen in South Africa? 
   (i) A democratic government through fair elections
   (ii) A democratic government through unfair means
   (iii) A government in the King’s name
   (iv) A democratic government in the Queen’s name
  (d) Why did the military generals’ attitude change towards Mandela?
   (i) Because they were sorry for arresting Mandela earlier
   (ii) Because the country had got freedom from racial discrimination
   (iii) Because they were a part of the fight against the apartheid system
   (iv) Because they were fickle-minded
  (e) What lesson can be learned from this story? 
   (i) To believe in justice
   (ii) To fight for what is right and for those who can’t fight for themselves
   (iii) To go where your destiny takes you
   (iv) None of these

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(ii), (c)—(i), (d)—(ii), (e)—(ii)

 3. “We, who are outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to 
be host to the nations if the world on our own soil. We thank all of our distinguished 
international guests for having come to take possession with the people of our country 
of what is, after all, a common victory for justice, for peace, for human dignity.”   
  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) The guests at the spectacular ceremony are being called distinguished because 
they:

   (i) have been invited as guests to attend it. 
   (ii) are eminent world leaders witnessing it. 
   (iii) are visiting the country for this purpose. 
   (iv) have resumed diplomatic relations with the country. 
  (b) It is a victory for ‘human dignity’. Pick the option that lists the correct answer for 

what ‘human dignity’ would include. 
   (i) equality, liberty, indecency  (ii) liberty, indecency, self-respect 
   (iii) immorality, self-respect, equality  (iv) equality, liberty, self-respect 
  (c) Why does the speaker say that it is ‘rare privilege’? He says this as they have:  
   (i) been deprived of this honour. 
   (ii) seldom been given this honour. 
   (iii) experienced it for the first time. 
   (iv) been chosen over other countries, for this honour. 
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  (d) How do you think the speaker feels? Choose the option that best fits his state of 
mind. 

   (i) emotional, elated, unmindful  (ii) elated, unmindful, overwhelmed 
   (iii) overwhelmed, elated, honoured (iv) elated, honoured, unmindful 
  (e) Pick the option that showcases the usage of ‘host’ as in the extract. 
   (i) He was praised for his hospitality as the host of the party. 
   (ii) She was able to host the event without any hindrance. 
   (iii) She met the host and apologized for her friend’s misbehaviour. 
   (iv) He is the best host that one can ever come across. 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(ii)

 4. “It was only when I began to learn that my boyhood freedom was an illusion, when 
I discovered as a young man that my freedom had already been taken from me, that 
I began to hunger for it. At first as a student, I wanted freedom only for myself, the 
transitory freedoms of being able to stay out at night, read what I pleased and go where 
I chose. Later, as a young man in Johannesburg I yearned for the basic and honourable 
freedoms….”   (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) The title that best suits this extract is:
   (i) Freedom for Everything  (ii) Knowledge about Freedom
   (iii) Significance of Freedom  (iv) Realisation of Freedom 
  (b) Why do you think the speaker mentions some freedoms as ‘transitory’?
   (i) The freedoms are momentary and keep changing with time. 
   (ii) The definition of freedom is constant but perspectives differ. 
   (iii) Freedom means different things to different people. 
   (iv) Freedom is not that important after a certain age. 
  (c) Choose the option that best fits the usage of the word ‘illusion’, as used in the 

extract.
   (i) He was never able to get past the illusion. 
   (ii) The illusion I experienced was quite intriguing. 
   (iii) A large mirror in the room creates an illusion. 
   (iv) I was living under the illusion that this is possible. 
  (d) The speaker says, ‘at first as a student I wanted freedom only for myself.’ Why do 

you think he only thought about himself?
   (i) He didn’t want to think about the freedom denied to others. 
   (ii) He was being selfish and was only bothered about himself. 

I feel
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   (iii) He didn’t think that freedom denied to him was important for others. 
   (iv) He was too young to realise that freedom was denied to others as well. 
  (e) A part of the extract has been paraphrased. Choose the option that includes the 

most appropriate solution to the blanks in the given paraphrase of the extract. 
   The speaker’s belief about freedom, since childhood proved false. It was not until 

the speaker grew up to be a young man when it (1) ___________ on him that he was 
(2) ____________ of freedom. Then he began (3) ____________ it. 

   (i) (1) desired, (2) dawned, (3) depriving 
   (ii) (1) dawned, (2) deprived, (3) desiring 
   (iii) (1) dawned, (2) arrived, (3) desiring 
   (iv) (1) arrived, (2) deprived, (3) dawned 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iv), (d)—(iv), (e)—(ii)

 5. Never, never, and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience 
the oppression of one by another. 

  The sun shall never set on so glorious a human achievement. 
  (a) Which experience of oppression is referred here?
   (i) The experience of the Blacks being oppressed by the White people. 
   (ii) The experience of slavery. 
   (iii) The experience of tragedy. 
   (iv) The experience of being feared. 
  (b) What does the expression, ‘the sun shall never set here’, imply?
   (i) That the summer shall be long this year
   (ii) That every household should have access to light 
   (iii) That the sun of liberty shall never set and their country should enjoy freedom
   (iv) That every city must be well lit even during the night time 
  (c) How can Mandela’s government be described?
   (i) First democratic, non-racial government 
   (ii) A government elected through unfair means 
   (iii) First government formed by the people of colour 
   (iv) A government elected through fear and bribes 
  (d) What did the ‘site of rainbow’ refer to at Mandela’s oath taking ceremony?
   (i) Presence of a people of colour 
   (ii) Presence of a beautiful rainbow
   (iii) Presence of people of different colours and nations 
   (iv) None of these 
  (e) Which word from the following means the same as ‘accomplishment’?
   (i) Achievement  (ii) Oppression 
   (iii) Glorious  (iv) Experience 

 Ans. (a) (i), (b) (iii), (c) (i), (d) (iii), (e) (i)
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Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What is ‘apartheid’?
 (i) A political system that separates people according to their race. 
 (ii) A political system that unites people according to their religious beliefs. 
 (iii) A political system that separates people according to their religious beliefs. 
 (iv) A political system that unites people according to their race.  

 2. How does Nelson Mandela define the meaning of ‘courage’?
 (i) Triumph over love  (ii) Triumph over selfish 
 (iii) Triumph over fear  (iv) Triumph over poverty 

 3. Which flame can be hidden but never extinguished? 
 (i) Man’s love  (ii) Man’s natural way 
 (iii) Man’s goodness  (iv) None of these 

 4. What realisations did Mandela have of his boyhood freedom?
 (i) It was just an illusion.  (ii) He was born free. 
 (iii) Freedom was meant for kids. (iv) He had no realisations. 

 5. How many seats out of 400 did Mandela’s African National Congress party win in the 
first democratic elections of South Africa’s history?

 (i) 356 (ii) 252
 (iii) 237  (iv) 328 

 6. For decades, ________________ had been the seat of white supremacy. 
 (i) Rockstone amphitheatre  (ii) Sandstone amphitheatre 
 (iii) Glassstone amphitheatre  (iv) None of these 

 7. Who was sworn in as first deputy president?
 (i) Zenani  (ii) Mr de Klerk 
 (iii) Thabo Mbeki (iv) Nelson Mandela 

 8. Why were two National Anthems sung?
 (i) To imply unity 
 (ii) To mark the end of racial discrimination 
 (iii) To mark the end of gender discrimination
 (iv) Both (i) and (ii) 

 9. How was Nelson Mandela feeling on the day of the inauguration?
 (i) He was feeling proud of himself. 
 (ii) He was overwhelmed with a sense of history. 
 (iii) He felt discouraged and discriminated.  
 (iv) None of these 

 10. From whom did Nelson Mandela learn the meaning of ‘courage’?
 (i) From his childhood friends 
 (ii) From his family 
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 (iii) From the comrades in the struggle 
 (iv) From the oppressed people of his country 
Ans. 1. (i), 2. (iii), 3. (iii), 4. (i), 5. (ii), 6. (ii), 7. (iii), 8. (iv), 9. (ii), 10. (iii)

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

I felt that day, as I have on so many other days, that I was simply the sum of all those African 
patriots who had gone before me. That long and noble line ended and now began again with 
me. 
  (a) What was the speaker feeling that day?
 (i) He was feeling powerful.
 (ii) He was feeling peace and calm. 
 (iii) He was feeling indebted to the patriots before him. 
 (iv) He was feeling bitter due to the long reign of the aparthied system.

 (b) What was so special about this day?
 (i) He was going to take the oath as South Africa’s President.
 (ii) He fought for his people’s freedom and partly made this day possible.
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
 (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

 (c) Which of the following adjective best describes Mandela? 
 (i) Intrepid (ii) Empathetic
 (iii) Sincere (iv) All of these 

 (d) ‘That long and noble line’. Which noble line is referred to here? 
 (i) African royals (ii) African royals of colour
 (iii) African patriots (iv) None of these 

 (e) The day he took the oath as Africa’s first black President, Nelson Mandela was feeling:
 (i) a sense of history (ii) sadder than before
 (iii) happy and fulfilled (iv) obligated yet content

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What structure was created which formed the basis of one of the harshest, most 

inhumane societies, the world has ever known?
 (i) The apartheid system  (ii) Racism against lower-caste 
 (iii) White privilege  (iv) White supremacy 
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 2. The brave man is one who:
 (i) conquers the fear  (ii) shows strength and resilience 
 (iii) stands up to attacks and tortures  (iv) is not afraid 

 3. What is the greatest wealth, according to Nelson Mandela?
 (i) Minerals and gems found beneath the soil 
 (ii) The purest form of diamonds  
 (iii) The White people 
 (iv) His country people 

 4. Why did the inauguration ceremony take place in the amphitheatre formed by the 
Union Buildings?

 (i) Because it was a cultural hub 
 (ii) Because it was the symbol of white supremacy 
 (iii) Because it had been the seat of white supremacy for decades 
 (iv) Because it was a place of utmost peace 

 5. How has the new system been described? 
 (i) One that recognises the rights of people
 (ii) One that recognises freedoms of all
 (iii) One that recognises people irrespective of their skin colour
 (iv) All of these

z z z
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TWO STORIES  
ABOUT FLYING3

I. His First Flight
— Liam O’ Flaherty

Liam O’ Flaherty was born on 28 August 1896 in County Galway, Ireland. He was an Irish novelist and 
short story writer and a major figure in the Irish literary renaissance. His works combine brutal naturalism, 
psychological analysis, poetry, and biting satire with an abiding respect for the Irish people.

About the Author

‘His First Flight’ by Liam O’ Flaherty is a magnificent story about courage and self-confidence. It is a true 
parable about overcoming fears of life. Fear is the most negative feeling that blocks one’s progress. One 
can conquer it with courage and sincere efforts.

Summary
‘His First Flight’ by Liam O’ Flaherty tells us about the need for courage and self-confidence 
to overcome fears in life. A young seagull looked desperately at the vast expanse of water that 
stretched before him. 
His parents, brothers and little sister had flown away and left him alone on the rock. There 
was no food and he was hungry. He could not fly. Many times he had tried to run forward to 
the brink of the ledge and flap his wings. But he was afraid and felt that his wings would not 
support him. Despite making countless efforts, his parents could not persuade him to make an 
attempt to fly. 
He was starving and felt that he would die if he did not get any food. He saw his mother tearing 
a piece of fish with her beak. When he cried out to her, she just screamed back mockingly. 
Then, he saw his mother approaching towards him with food which made him very happy. But 
she stopped at a distance. He was very hungry, so he dived at the fish. His mother flew upward 
and he started falling. He was terrified for a moment, but then he realised that he was flying. 
In this way, he made his first flight.
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II. The Black Aeroplane
— Frederick Forsyth

Summary
In the lesson, “The Black Aeroplane”, a pilot of old Dakota aeroplane was flying in the midnight 
over the sky of Paris. He wanted to reach England, so that he could join his family at the time of 
breakfast. But unfortunately, he was passing through mountainous black clouds. If he gets lost 
in the black clouds, there was no chance of his survival. But he dared to do it willingly. As he 
was in the turmoil of black clouds, all his instrument failed to work. He couldn’t communicate 
to anybody. Suddenly, he noticed a black aeroplane in front of him. The pilot of the plane 
instructed him to follow. So, he followed like an obedient child, but in the mean time, his 
fuel tank was getting exhausted. Suddenly, he noticed a row of light on the ground. It was a 
runway. He landed down, and straight forward went to the control room. He enquired about 
the other aeroplane. But he was dumbstruck, when he came to know that there was no other 
aeroplane noticed on the radar that night. Many questions remained unanswered, mysterious, 
and unsolved.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions  (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

 1. Inside the clouds, everything was suddenly black. It was impossible to see anything 
outside the aeroplane. The old aeroplane jumped and twisted in the air. I looked at the 
compass. I couldn’t believe my eyes: the compass was turning round and round and 
round. It was dead. It would not work!

  (a) Why did it become impossible for the narrator to see?
   (i) Due to a sudden rainstorm 
   (ii) Due to poor night vision

Frederick Forsyth was born on 25 August, 1938 in England. He is an English author, journalist, spy and 
occasional political commentator. Before becoming a journalist, he joined the RAF and was a jet fighter 
pilot. 

About the Author

‘The Black Aeroplane’ is a story based on a surprising event happened with the narrator. The story depicts 
vividly the mystery and suspense. It seems incredible sometimes to the scientific world, on the other hand, 
we can’t deny the existence of such happenings.
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   (iii) Due to the darkness inside the storm clouds 
   (iv) Due to a broken windscreen
  (b) Why was the aeroplane twisting in the air?
   (i) Because the plane could not be kept under control 
   (ii) Because all the instruments of the plane had stopped 
   (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
  (c) Why did the narrator not receive any answer from Paris control station? 
   (i) Because he was not in his right mind
   (ii) Because he was not listening to them 
   (iii) Because he was distracted
   (iv) Because his radio was broken
  (d) What problem did the narrator face in the storm? 
   (i) He could not see where he was.
   (ii) He got lost in the storm.
   (iii) All his instruments had stopped working. 
   (iv) All of these
  (e) What enticed the narrator to keep flying to England despite the storm? 
   (i) Reaching home in time for a big English breakfast
   (ii) Leaving Paris 
   (iii) Outsmarting the storm
   (iv) Breaking a record

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(iv), (e)—(i)

 2. I knew I could not fly up and over them, and I did not have enough fuel to fly around 
them to the north or south. “I ought to go back to Paris,” I thought, but I wanted to get 
home. I wanted that breakfast.

  (a) Why could the narrator not fly over or around the storm clouds?
   (i) Due to lack of fuel (ii) Due to a broken compass
   (iii) Due to a broken radio  (iv) Due to the darkness
  (b) Where was the pilot of the Dakota plane flying to? 
   (i) England to Paris (ii) Italy to Paris 
   (iii) Paris to Spain  (iv) Paris to England  
  (c) Why did he not go back to Paris?
   (i) He was too tired to fly back.
   (ii) He was anxious to reach England.
   (iii) He was excited to fly through the storm.
   (iv) None of these.
  (d) Name the author. 
   (i) Frederick Forsyth (ii) Liam O’ Flaherty 
   (iii) Zan Gaudioso  (iv) Nelson Mandela 
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  (e) How could the narrator have flown around the storm? 
   (i) By flying to the north
   (ii) By flying to the south
   (iii) By flying either to the north or south

   (iv) None of these

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(iv), (c)—(ii), (d)—(i), (e)—(iii)

 3. His parents and his brothers and sister had landed on this green flooring ahead of him. 
They were beckoning to him, calling shrilly. He dropped his legs to stand on the green 
sea. His legs sank into it. He screamed with fright and attempted to rise again flapping 
his wings. But he was tired and weak with hunger and he could not rise, exhausted by 
the strange exercise. His feet sank into the green sea, and then his belly touched it and 
he sank no farther. He was floating on it, and around him his family was screaming, 
praising him and their beaks were offering him scraps of dog-fish.

  (a) Why did the young seagull scream when he landed?

   (i) Out of elation (ii) Out of fear of sinking 

   (iii) Out of anger  (iv) Out of disgust 
  (b) How did his parents, brothers and sister encourage him?
   (i) By screaming and offering him scraps of dog-fish
   (ii) By flapping their wings
   (iii) By flying around him
   (iv) By heading into water first
  (c) Where did the young seagull land? 
   (i) Grasslands (ii) Moors
   (iii) A beach (iv) The green sea
  (d) How were the young seagull’s family beckoning to him? 
   (i) They were screaming at him.
   (ii) They were calling him shrilly.
   (iii) They were flapping their wings at him.
   (iv) They were flying around him.
  (e) Choose the correct adjective to describe the young seagull. 
   (i) Rowdy (ii) Assertive
   (iii) Faint-hearted (iv) Impeccable

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iv), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iii)

 4. The day before, all day long, he had watched his parents flying about with his brothers 
and sister, perfecting them in the art of flight, teaching them how to skim the waves and 
how to dive for fish. He had, in fact, seen his older brother catch his first herring and 
devour it, standing on a rock, while his parents circled around raising a proud cackle. 
And all the morning the whole family had walked about on the big plateau midway 
down the opposite cliff taunting him with his cowardice. (CBSE Question Bank)
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  (a) Based on the given sentence, pick the option that corresponds to what human 
parents would say. 

   ‘while his parents circled around raising a proud cackle.’
   (i) Well done! (ii) Oh no!
   (iii) Ready?! (iv) Really?! 
  (b) Which option lists the image nearest to ‘skim the waves’?
 

      (1) (2)     (3) (4)
   (i) Image (1) (ii) Image (2)
   (iii) Image (3) (iv) Image (4)
  (c) Imagine that the young gull attended a workshop on inspiration and confidence 

building and received a couple of advices. 
   Choose the option that reflects these pieces of advice, most relevant to his situation. 
   (1) “Knowing yourself is the beginning of all wisdom.”
   (2) “The early bird catches the worm.”
   (3) “It doesn’t matter what others are doing, it matters what you are doing.”
   (4) “Everything you’ve ever wanted is on the other side of fear.”
   (i) (1) and (2) (ii) (2) and (3)
   (iii) (3) and (4) (iv) (1) and (4)
  (d) Which of the following feelings did the young gull, NOT feel according to the 

given extract?
   “….all day long, he had watched his parents flying about with his brothers and 

sister…..”
   (1) Sad  (2) Incompetent 
   (3) Excluded  (4) Ungrateful 
   (5) Inspired  (6) Jealous 
   (7) Anxious 
   (i) (1), (3), (4) (ii) (2), (5), (7)
   (iii) (2), (3), (7) (iv) (4), (5), (6)
  (e) Select the most appropriate option for the following.  
   devour: guzzle: nibble: ________________
   (i) chew  (ii) savour 
   (iii) peck  (iv) gulp

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(iii), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iv), (e)—(iii)
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 5. He just felt a bit dizzy. Then he flapped his wings once and he soared upwards. “Ga, ga, 
ga, Ga, ga , ga, Gaw-col-ah,” his mother swooped past him, her wings making a loud 
noise. He answered her with another scream. Then his father flew over him screaming. 
He saw his two brothers and his sister flying around him curveting and banking and 
soaring and diving. Then he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly, 
and commended himself to dive and soar and curve, shrieking shrilly.   
  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) Pick the most appropriate reason why the young seagull felt dizzy. 
   (i) He hadn’t eaten anything for a day. 
   (ii) He was dizzy with excitement. 
   (iii) He was wary of heights. 
   (iv) He was flying for the first time.  
  (b) How would you describe the screams of the gulls in the given extract?
   (i) Elation  (ii) Bewilderment 
   (iii) Shock  (iv) Protection 
  (c) The line ‘he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly’ implies the:
   (i) great confidence the young gull had in his skills. 
   (ii) naturalness of the act of flying for the young gull. 
   (iii) satisfaction and joy of flying together as a family. 
   (iv) desire of the young gull to leave his fears behind. 
  (d) The extract refers to the many movements of the young gull’s brothers and sister. 

Choose the option that correctly sequences these movements. 
   (i) The young gull’s brothers and sister flew by tilting their wings, rose high, made 

darting movements and plunged headfirst. 
   (ii) The young gull’s brothers and sister flew by plunging headfirst, making darting 

movements, tilted their wings and rose high. 
   (iii) The young gull’s brothers and sister flew with darting movements, tilted their 

wings, rose high and plunged headfirst. 
   (iv) The young gull’s brothers and sister flew by rising high, plunging headfirst, 

making darting movements and tilting their wings. 
  (e) Which of the following mirrors the use of the literary device in ‘shrieking shrilly’? 
   (i) sparkling saga  (ii) singing soft 
   (iii) slippery sloppily  (iv) sneeze silently 

 Ans. (a)—(iv), (b)—(i), (c)—(ii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(iv)

 6. I was safe! I turned to look for my friend in the black aeroplane, but the sky was empty. 
There was nothing there. The black aeroplane was gone. I could not see it anywhere. 
I landed and was not sorry to walk away from the old Dakota near the control tower. 
I went and asked a woman in the control centre where I was and who the other pilot 
was. I wanted to say ‘Thank you’. She looked at me very strangely, and then laughed. 
“Another aeroplane?” Up there in this storm? No other aeroplane’s were flying tonight. 
Yours was the only one I could see on the radar.” So, who helped me…

       [CBSE Question Bank]
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  (a) Select the option that correctly tracks the progression of emotions experienced 
by the narrator in the given extract. 

   (i) excited – surprised – relieved – grateful – perplexed 
   (ii) relieved – confused – curious – dejected – panic stricken 
   (iii) optimistic – lonely – calm – elated – appreciative 
   (iv) triumphant – reassured – inquisitive – thankful – uncertain 
  (b) Why do you think the woman in the control centre laughed? 
   (i) She found the narrator funny. 
   (ii) She thought his question preposterous. 
   (iii) She thought he was teasing her. 
   (iv) She was relieved the narrator was safe. 
  (c) Filled with questions, the narrator decides to place an advertisement in the local 

newspaper to look for his “friend”. 
    Read the advertisement given below and select the option that includes the most 

appropriate solutions for the blanks:

   Looking for a pilot of a black aeroplane who (1) ______________ an old Dakota out 
of storm clouds late last night, but (2) ______________ before the Dakota pilot could 
express his gratitude after landing. Though control centre and radar did not (3) 
______________ its presence, the Dakota pilot would really appreciate if his friend 
reached out. Please contact the Dakota pilot at 5200100101. In deep gratitude and 
eager (4) ______________, XXX. 

   (i) (1) guided; (2) disappeared; (3) register; (4) anticipation 
   (ii) (1) took; (2) landed; (3) acknowledge; (4) appreciation 
   (iii) (1) brought; (2) went away; (3) confirm; (4) excitement 
   (iv) (1) helped; (2) vanish; (3) make note; (4) excitement 
  (d) The narrator exclaimed that he was ‘safe’. Which of the following represented the 

most immediate threat to the narrator’s safety? 
   (i) The black mountain like storm cloud 
   (ii) The depletion of fuel in the last fuel tank 
   (iii) Being lost due to non-functioning equipment 
   (iv) The old rattling Dakota aeroplane  
  (e) Choose the option that correctly matches the idioms in Column A to the story’s 

events in Column B:

Column A Column B
(A) Every cloud has a silver 

lining. 
(1) The narrator really worked to have a hearty 

English breakfast, even though he really 
ought to have turned back. 

(B) To be on cloud nine. (2) The man in the other plane waved at the 
narrator and asked him to follow, closely 
drawing him out. 
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(C) To have your head in the 
clouds. 

(3) The compass and other instruments stopped 
working. The radio was dead too. 

(D) Gathering clouds. (4) And there it was – the well-lit runway. An 
airport. The narrator could safely land. 

   (i) (A) (4); (B) (3); (C) (2); (D) (1) (ii) (A) (3); (B) (1); (C) (4); (D) (2)
   (iii) (A) (1); (B) (2); (C) (3); (D) (4) (iv) (A) (2); (B) (4); (C) (1); (D) (3)
 Ans. (a) (i), (b) (ii), (c) (i), (d) (ii), (e) (iv) 

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What was the cause of the young seagull’s fear?
 (i) His belief that his wings will never support him
 (ii) His inferiority complex 
 (iii) His lack of training
 (iv) His fear of heights 

 2.  What happened when he attempted to flap his wings?
 (i) He froze. (ii) He became doubtful.
 (iii) He became afraid.  (iv) None of these 

 3. Where did the young seagull sleep at night?
 (i) In a hole under the ledge  (ii) On the brink of the edge 
 (iii) On a bed sea weed (iv) None of these 

 4. What change took place in the young seagull in the end?
 (i) He became afraid.  (ii) He became self-reliant. 
 (iii) He became cocky.  (iv) He became circumspect. 

 5. How were the young seagull’s two brothers and sister flying?
 (i) Curveting and banking  (ii) Soaring and diving 
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii) (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

 6. “They looked like black mountains standing in front of me across the sky.” What 
looked like black mountains?

 (i) Storm clouds (ii) Tall buildings 
 (iii) Black plateau  (iv) Huge wall 

 7. What risk did the pilot take?
 (i) He took the risk of flying back to Paris.
 (ii) He took the risk of missing the breakfast he desired for.
 (iii) He took the risk of following the unknown pilot.
 (iv) He took the risk of flying his old Dakota straight into the storm. 

 8. Which of the following instruments had stopped working during the storm?
 (i) Compass (ii) Radio
 (iii) Both of these (iv) None of these 
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 9. How far was the narrator from Paris when he saw dark clouds in the sky?
 (i) 200 km  (ii) 100 km 
 (iii) 50 km  (iv) 150 km 

 10. When the pilot of the black aeroplane asked the narrator to follow him, in which 
direction did he turn the aeroplane?

 (i) South  (ii) North 
 (iii) East  (iv) West 
Ans.    1. (i), 2. (iii), 3. (i), 4. (ii), 5. (iii), 6. (i), 7. (iv), 8. (iii), 9. (iv), 10. (ii)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.
He turned his aeroplane slowly to the north, in front of my Dakota, so that it would be easier 
for me to follow him. I was very happy to go behind the strange aeroplane like an obedient 
child.
 (a) Why did the pilot of the black aeroplane bring his plane in front of the Dakota 

aeroplane?
 (i) So as to overtake Dakota
 (ii) So that Dakota could follow it out of the storm
 (iii) So as to block Dakota’s view
 (iv) So as to distract Dakota

 (b) How did the pilot of Dakota land safely through the storm?
 (i) Due to pilot’s sharp instincts (ii) By following  the strange aeroplane
 (iii) By using a compass (iv) By hovering until the storm passed

 (c) How has the other aeroplane been described?  
 (i) With black paint on it (ii) With no lights on its wings
 (iii) With no one flying it (iv) With a smiley captain flying it 

 (d) How did the narrator follow the other plane? 
 (i) Like a stubborn child (ii) Like a sheep
 (iii) Like an obedient child (iv) Like a skeptic 

 (e) What shocked the narrator when he tried to enquire about the strange airplane at the 
Paris control station? 

 (i) That he was in England
 (ii) That Dakota was the only plane that showed in radar 
 (iii) That he landed somewhere else
 (iv) That the pilot was unidentified
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Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. The title ‘Black Aeroplane’ is based on:
 (i) the aeroplane that helped the pilot  (ii) the pilot’s aeroplane 
 (iii) the aeroplane in the stormy weather (iv) none of these 

 2. How did the young seagull feel flying on an empty stomach? 
 (i) Tired (ii) Weak with hunger 
 (iii) Exhausted  (iv) All of these 

 3. Why did the young seagull scream when he landed on the green sea? 
 (i) Out of hunger (ii) Out of anger
 (iii) Out of shock (iv) Out of fright 

 4. The pilot was flying from __________ to __________.
 (i) England; France (ii) England; India 
 (iii) France; England  (iv) France; India 

 5. What does the story of young seagull teach us? 
 (i) To avoid mistakes (ii) To face our fears
 (iii) To stick with our kin (iv) To fly where our heart wants

z z z
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‘From the Diary of Anne Frank’ was written at the time of the Second World War. It describes the pitiable 
conditions of the Jews as they were the most affected by this war. Thousands of Jews were forced to leave 
their houses and flee to other countries. They were supposed to wear a yellow star, distinguishing them 
from others. During the war, they were dragged out of their houses and were sent to the concentration 
camps. Many of the Jews went into hiding to escape the clutches of the Germans. The Frank family was 
also one of those few who went into hiding in a secret annex. The entries of the sounds of guns, sirens and 
airplanes continued to create an image of war scene in front of the reader’s eyes. Thus, the main theme of 
the novel is the horrors of war faced by the Jews at that time.

Annelies Marie Frank, popularly known as Anne Frank, was born on 12 June, 1929 in Frankfurt, Germany. She 
was a German-born Jewish diarist. Fleeing Nazi persecution of Jews, the family moved to Amsterdam and 
later went into hiding for two years. During this time, Frank wrote about her experiences and wishes. She 
was 15 when the family was found and sent to concentration camps, where she died.

About the Author

Summary
This chapter is a part of Anne Frank’s diary. Here, she tells us about the early days of her life. 
She says that she decided to start writing a diary because she did not have a friend. She had a 
sister three years older to her. She lived in Frankfurt until she was four. Her father immigrated 
to Holland in 1933.
Anne Frank was sent to the Montessori nursery school and stayed there until she was six. She 
started going to school in the 1st form. When Anne was in the sixth form, her teacher was  
Mrs Kuperus, the headmistress. Both had a great love for each other.
Anne had no one in whom she could confide the feelings of her heart. So, she decided to make 
her diary her friend. She called it ‘Kitty’. On Saturday 20th June 1942, Anne Frank made her 
first entry in her diary. It was in the form of a letter and was addressed to her diary ‘Kitty’. 
Anne describes her experiences with her mathematics teacher, Mr Keesing.
Anne writes that one day Mr Keesing punished her for talking in the class. He gave her extra 
homework. He asked her to write an essay on ‘A Chatterbox.’ Anne wrote it, but she again 
talked in the class. Now, Mr Keesing asked her to write an essay on ‘An Incorrigible Chatterbox.’  
Mr Keesing seemed to have liked the essays written by Anne Frank.
But Anne could not give up the habit of talking in the class. So as a punishment, Mr Keesing 
asked her to write an essay on an unusual title “Quack, Quack, Quack, said Mistress Chatterbox.” 
Anne with the help of her friend Sanne, wrote this essay in the form of a poem. It was about 

FROM THE DIARY OF 
ANNE FRANK—ANNE FRANK4
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a mother duck and the father swan. The father bit the three ducklings to death because they 
quacked too much. It was a satire on Mr Keesing. But he took the joke in the right way. He 
read the poem to Anne’s class and other classes as well. He allowed Anne to talk in the class and 
never gave her extra homework again.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions  (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.
 1. All I think about when I’m with friends is having a good time. I can’t bring myself to talk 

about anything but ordinary everyday things. We don’t seem to be able to get any closer, 
and that’s the problem. Maybe it’s my fault that we don’t confide in each other. In any 
case, that’s just how things are, and unfortunately they’re not liable to change. This is 
why I’ve started the diary.

  (a) What are Anne’s views on friends? 
   (i) That they’re not very nice  (ii) That she wasn’t close with any of them 
   (iii) That they were mean  (iv) That they were unnecessary 
  (b) Explain—‘unfortunately they’re not liable to change’.
    (i) The situation was not likely to change. 
   (ii) Her friends were not likely to change.
   (iii) She couldn’t be able to confide in her friends.
   (iv) Both (i) and (iii)
  (c) What is Anne’s fault? 
   (i) That she is blunt
   (ii) That she and her friends don’t share secrets 
   (iii) That she makes them feel bad about themselves
   (iv) That she seems too rigid 
  (d) Why did Anne think she could confide more in her diary than in people? 
   (i) Because it was her only companion 
   (ii) Because it was her only true friend
   (iii) Because she could write better than she could speak
   (iv) Because then no one will know her feelings 
  (e) Why did Anne think that ‘paper has more patience than people’? 
   (i) Because it never judges 
   (ii) Because it never shows disinterest 
   (iii) Because it is better than people at keeping a secret 
   (iv) All of these

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(ii), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iv)

 2. ‘However, during the third lesson he’d finally had enough. “Anne Frank, as punishment 
for talking in class, write an essay entitled— ‘Quack, Quack, Quack, said Mistress 
Chatterbox’.”
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  The class roared. I had to laugh too, though I’d nearly exhausted my ingenuity on the 
topic of chatterboxes. It was time to come up with something else, something original. 
My friend, Sanne, who’s good at poetry, offered to help me write the essay from the 
beginning to end in verse and I jumped for joy. Mr Keesing was trying to play a joke on 
me with this ridiculous subjects, but I’d make sure the joke was on him.

  (a) Why was Anne punished? 
   (i) Because she’s been laughing continuously
   (ii) Because she’s been talking continuously
   (iii) Because she didn’t complete her homework 
   (iv) None of these
  (b) Why did the whole class roar with laughter?
    (i) Because Anne was making funny faces 
   (ii) Because Anne had cracked a joke
   (iii) Because the topic of the essay given to Anne was funny 
   (iv) Because Anne was being absurd 
  (c) Anne’s friend helped her to write the essay in:
   (i) paragraph  (ii) verse 
   (iii) dialogues  (iv) other language 
  (d) Who was trying to play a joke on Anne?
   (i) Sanne  (ii) Anne’s sister 
   (iii) Mr Keesing  (iv) None of these 
  (e) Who helped Anne write this essay? 
   (i) Her former headmistress (ii) Her father
   (iii) Her sister (iv) Her friend Sanne 
 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(ii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(iv)

 3. Our entire class is quaking in its boots. The reason, of course, is the forthcoming meeting 
in which the teachers decide who’ll be kept back. Half the class is making bets.

  (a) Why was the entire class quacking in its boots?
    (i) Because they were about to be judged for promotion to the next class
   (ii) Because Mr. Keesing was pretty strict 
   (iii) Because exams were close
   (iv) Because there was a parents’ and teacher’s meeting 
  (b) What opinion did Anne have about her classmates? 
   (i) That girls were better in studies than boys
   (ii) That most of them were dumb 
   (iii) Both (i) and (ii) 
   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
  (c) What were Anne’s classmates betting for?
   (i) That who would be promoted to the next class
   (ii) That who was to be ranked first
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   (iii) That who was to be held back 
   (iv) That who was to be suspended 
  (d) Choose an adjective that describes Mr Keesing. 
   (i) Content  (ii) Amiable
   (iii) Rigid  (iv) Intrepid
  (e) What kind of a student was Anne? 
   (i) Loquacious  (ii) Indifferent
   (iii) Helpless (iv) Arrogant

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iii), (d)—(i), (e)—(i)

 4. “Paper has more patience than people’ I thought of this saying on one of those days 
when I was feeling a little depressed and was sitting at home with my chin in my hands, 
bored and listless, wondering whether to stay in or go out. I finally stayed where I was, 
brooding: Yes, paper does have more patience, and since I’m not planning to let anyone 
else read this stiff-backed notebook grandly referred to as a ‘diary’, unless I should ever 
find a real friend, it probably won’t make a bit of difference.”  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) ‘Paper has more patience than people’. What does this imply? This implies that 
Anne:

   (i) believed in the power of writing more than speaking to people.
   (ii) felt that she could pour her heart out on paper without any hindrance. 
   (iii) had more faith in sharing her thoughts and feelings with paper. 
   (iv) felt that she could share her feelings openly on paper. 
  (b) Pick out the emoticon which clearly brings out the meaning of ‘listless’ as used in 

the extract.

         (1) (2)     (3) (4)
   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4) 
  (c) Pick the option that is ODD one out with reference to the meaning of ‘patience’. 

1. indolence

3. tolerance

2. perseverancepatience4. grit
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   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4) 
  (d) If the diary were a ‘real friend’, what qualities would Anne expect it to have? Pick 

the option that lists these correctly. 
   (1) Optimistic  (2) Good listener 
   (3) Confidant  (4) Energetic 
   (5) Non-judgemental  (6) Outgoing 
   (7) Ambitious 
   (i) 1 and 4  (ii)  5, 6, and 7 
   (iii) 2, 3, and 5  (iv) 3 and 7 
  (e) Pick out the sentence that brings out the meaning of ‘brooding’, as used in the 

extract?
   (i) The mysterious house on the hill is still brooding above the village. 
   (ii) The people at the stock market always keep brooding about the gains. 
   (iii) He was brooding over the matter and took a long time to decide. 
   (iv) Suspense and drama were brooding at the site of the investigation. 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(i), (d)—(iii), (e)—(iii)

 5. “Mr Keesing had a good laugh at my arguments, but when I proceeded to talk my way 
through the next lesson, he assigned me a second essay. This time it was supposed to 
be on ‘An Incorrigible Chatterbox’. I handed it in, and Mr Keesing had nothing to 
complain about for two whole lessons. However, during the third lesson, he’d finally 
had enough. “Anne Frank, as a punishment for talking in class, write an essay entitled – 
‘Quack, Quack, Quack, said Mistress Chatterbox’.”   (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) What convincing argument was made by Anne?
   (i) She was talkative just like any other student in the class. 
   (ii) She had the right to be talkative, as it was a classroom and not a prison. 
   (iii) She had inherited the trait from her mother, so couldn’t stop being talkative. 
   (iv) She found it impossible to be quiet like the others as she couldn’t change herself.  
  (b) What does ‘had a good laugh’ imply, in the context of Mr Keesing? It means that 

he:
   (i) celebrated his ability to make Anne write the essay. 
   (ii) ridiculed Anne in front of the whole class. 
   (iii) pulled up Anne for her arguments in the essay. 
   (iv) realized the humour in it and was amused.  
  (c) Based on the extract, pick the option with the list of words that best describes Mr 

Keesing. 
   (i) Jovial and creative (ii) Strict and innovative 
   (iii) Tolerant and strict  (iv) Innovative and jovial  
  (d) Why do you think Mr Keesing chose the title – ‘An Incorrigible Chatterbox’ – for 

Anne, to write on? This was so because he expected: 
   (i) Anne to express her inability to elaborate on such a topic. 
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   (ii) that this would embarrass Anne and would check her indiscipline. 
   (iii) her to apologise and not repeat her talkative behaviour. 
   (iv) Anne to explore her creative writing skills. 
  (e) How did Anne feel when she was punished the third time by Mr Keesing? She:
   (i) was happy as she had to write three essays on the same topic. 
   (ii) enjoyed making fun of Mr Keesing in her own way. 
   (iii) was worried as she had run out of original ideas for her essay. 
   (iv) was thrilled at another opportunity to showcase her writing abilities. 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(ii), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iii)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. How did Anne justify her being a chatterbox in her essay?
 (i) Anne argued that talking was a student’s trait 
 (ii) She argued she had inherited it from her mother 
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
 (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

 2. Which fact shows that Anne was intelligent? 
 (i) She made everyone laugh with her wit. 
 (ii) She used convincing arguments in her essay. 
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii) (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

 3. Based on the lesson, how else can Anne be seen other than being talkative?
 (i) As corny  (ii) As mature 
 (iii) As delusional  (iv) As laughable 

 4. How long was Anne’s second essay which was given by Mr Keesing?
 (i) 1000 words  (ii) Seven paragraphs 
 (iii) Three pages  (iv) Two pages 

 5. The diary chronicles the events of her life from _______________ until _____________.
 (i) 12 June 1942; 1 August 1944 (ii) 12 July 1948; 1 September 1954
 (iii) 14 June 1942; 1 August 1948  (iv) 14 June 1948; 1 September 1956

 6. Anne Frank started writing diary as she has no:
 (i) friend  (ii) siblings 
 (iii) family members (iv) toys 

 7. Writing in a diary was really ________________ experience for someone like Anne. 
 (i) a bad  (ii) a horrible 
 (iii) a strange  (iv) a magical 

 8. Who was kitty?
 (i) Anne’s sister  (ii) Anne’s pet cat 
 (iii) Anne’s diary  (iv) Anne’s neighbour 
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 9. Why was the entire class quaking in its boots?
 (i) Because the teacher assigned extra homework to everyone 
 (ii) Because of the forthcoming meeting where teachers will decide who’ll move up to 

the next form
 (iii) Because Anne was being punished by Mr Keesing in front of the whole class
 (iv) Because it was the day of examination 

 10. What is a student’s trait?
 (i) Walking  (ii) Talking 
 (iii) Running  (iv) Studying 
Ans.   1. (iii), 2. (ii), 3. (ii), 4. (iii), 5. (i), 6. (i), 7. (iii), 8. (iii), 9. (ii), 10. (ii)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.
I wrote the three pages Mr Keesing had assigned me and was satisfied. I argued that talking is 
a student’s trait and that I would try to keep it under control, but I would never be able to cure 
myself of the habit since my mother talked as much as I did if not more, and that there’s not 
much you can do about inherited traits. 
 (a) Why did Mr Keesing assign Anne an essay?
 (i) To punish her  (ii) To test her writing skills 
 (iii) To reward her  (iv) To evaluate her 

 (b) Which fact shows that Anne was intelligent?
 (i) She used sophisticated vocabulary.
  (ii) She quoted famous poets in her essay. 
 (iii) She used statistics in her essay.
 (iv) She used convincing arguments in her essay.  

 (c) How did Anne find the subject of the essay given to her by Mr Keesing?
 (i) Uncanny  (ii) Unbelievable 
 (iii) Ridiculous  (iv) Eye-opening 

 (d) What was Anne’s scheme for the essay?
 (i) To make the whole class laugh 
 (ii) To make sure the joke was on Mr Keesing
 (iii) To joke about her mother
 (iv) To apologise 

 (e) Which word from the following means the same as ‘quality’?
 (i) Trait  (ii) Cure 
 (iii) Control  (iv) Habit 
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Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. When was the diary given to Anne?
 (i) On her 18th birthday (ii) On her 10th birthday
 (iii) On her 20th birthday  (iv) On her 13th birthday 

 2. In which year were Margot and Anne born?
 (i) 1926, 1929  (ii) 1900, 1903 
 (iii) 1930, 1933  (iv) 1905, 1908  

 3. How old was Anne’s father when her parents got married?
 (i) Twenty-five  (ii) Thirty-three 
 (iii) Thirty-six  (iv) Forty-one 

 4. How long did Anne Frank stay in Frankfurt?
 (i) Until she was six  (ii) Until she was four 
 (iii) Until she was two  (iv) Until she was 4 months old 

 5. Where did Anne’s grandmother live?
 (i) Frankfurt  (ii) Sweden 
 (iii) Finland  (iv) Aachen  

z z z
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Summary
The story, ‘The Hundred Dresses’ is about a Polish girl. Her name was Wanda Petronski. Her 
family had immigrated to America. She studied in a school with other American students. She 
belonged to a very poor family. Daily she came to school in a faded blue dress. It was clean but 
not properly ironed. She used to sit in the corner of room-number thirteen in the last row. 
This was a corner where the rough boys, who did not score good marks, sat. They made a lot 
of noise. Wanda did not sit there because it was rough and noisy, on the contrary, she was very 
quiet, but she came on foot from Boggins Heights area and brought a lot of dirt with her shoes, 
which was embarrasing to her.
She was an introvert and did not speak much in the class. No one had ever heard her laugh. 
Nobody really thought much about Wanda. Students thought of Wanda only outside the school 
hours. They waited for her while she was going to or coming from the home. They waited there 
in order to have fun with her. Two girls of her class, Peggy and Maddie, often talked to her and 
made fun of her. Peggy was the most popular girl in the school. She was pretty and had curly 
hair. She belonged to a rich family. She had many pretty clothes. Maddie was her closest friend.

Eleanor Ester was born on May 9, 1906 in West Haven, Connecticut. She was an American children’s author, 
and a children’s librarian. Originally a librarian, Ester’s writing career began following a case of tuberculosis. 
During the convalescing period, Ester began writing some of her childhood memories, which later turned 
into full-length children’s books.
Ester received the Certificate of Award for Outstanding Contribution to Children’s Literature and was 
nominated for the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award. By the time of her death at the age of 82, Ester had written 
19 children books.

About the Author

The message of acceptance and of not teasing someone for being different is a theme introduced in the 
chapter.  
The chapter also addresses the importance of respect for others by presenting the lessons learned by 
the characters in the story. First, by the characters’ lack of respect for others, then later, they begin to 
demonstrate respect for others when they realise that although Wanda is poor and Polish, she is really 
no different from them. The issues of racism and classism are confronted in this chapter through Wanda’s 
negative experiences in school, and because we learn that Wanda’s whole family moves to the big city to 
avoid being ostracised, we can understand that the issues are much larger than just bullies at school.
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Peggy and Maddie were not bad girls, but they used to have some fun with Wanda Petronski. 
The students in Wanda’s class found her name funny. Wanda was always alone in her class. 
Wanda did not have any friends but a lot of girls talked to her. They surrounded her in the 
schoolyard. Peggy made fun of Wanda and asked her how many dresses she had in her closet. 
Wanda replied that she had one hundred dresses. These dresses were of different colours and 
designs. Then Peggy would ask her whether the dresses were of silk or velvet. Wanda would 
reply that she had dresses of velvet as well as silk. The girls would ask her how many pairs of 
shoes she had. At this, Wanda would reply that she had sixty pairs of shoes. The girls would 
suppress their laugh when talking to her. But as soon as Wanda’s back was turned, they would 
burst into peals of laughter.
Peggy was rich, but she was not arrogant. She was not cruel. On the other hand, she saved 
younger girls from bullies. But she and other girls could not understand why Wanda told a lie 
about her dresses and shoes. But the girls only made fun of Wanda. They never made her cry.
Maddie herself was a poor girl. She used to wear the clothes given to her by others. So, she was 
sympathetic to Wanda. She and Peggy were fast friends. That is why, she never said anything 
when Peggy made fun of Wanda. But she herself never laughed at Wanda. She did not like 
Peggy asking Wanda about the dresses. Whenever Peggy mocked Wanda, Maddie felt bad. 
She wished that Peggy would stop teasing Wanda Petronski. Maddie decided to write a note to 
Peggy asking her to stop making fun of Wanda, but she could not muster the courage to do so.
Wanda did not come to school on Monday. But nobody missed her. She did not come on 
Tuesday either. But when she missed the school on Wednesday again, Peggy and Maddie noted 
her absence. They wondered why she had not come to school. Maddie remembered Wanda 
talking about one of her dresses which was pale blue with coloured trimmings. Then Maddie 
thought about the drawing and colour contest in the school. The girls were to design dresses 
and the boys were to design motorboats. Maddie thought that Peggy would win the contest as 
she was very good at design.
Next day, it was drizzling. Peggy and Maddie hurried to school as Miss Mason would announce 
the results of the drawing contest. They did not wait for Wanda. When the girls reached their 
school, they were surprised. There were hundreds of designs of dresses displayed in the room. 
Then Miss Mason announced the names of the winners. Jack Beggles had won for the boys. 
She said that all the hundred designs of dresses had been made by one girl and she had won 
the medal. Her name was Wanda Petronski.
But Wanda was absent. The children clapped their hands in joy. Maddie asked Peggy to look 
at the blue dress about which Wanda had told them earlier that they also noted the green one 
she’d mentioned. They appreciated the drawings made by Wanda.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions  (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

 1. Today, Monday, Wanda Petronski was not in her seat. But nobody, not even Peggy and 
Madeline, the girls who started all the fun, noticed her absence. Usually Wanda sat in 
the seat next to the last seat in the last row in Room Thirteen. She sat in the corner of 
the room where the rough boys who did not make good marks sat, the corner of the 
room where there was most scuffling of feet, most roars of laughter when anything 
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funny was said, and most mud and dirt on the floor.

  Wanda did not sit there because she was rough and noisy. On the contrary, she was very 
quiet and rarely said anything at all. And nobody had ever heard her laugh out loud. 
Sometimes she twisted her mouth into a crooked sort of smile, but that was all.

   (a) What kind of a girl was Wanda?
   (i) Sweet and friendly  (ii) Popular and pretty
   (iii) Quiet and calm (iv) Rowdy and loud

  (b) Where did Wanda Petronski usually sit?
   (i) Next to the last seat in the last row 
   (ii) Last seat in the corner 
   (iii) First seat in the first row
   (iv) Next to the teacher’s desk 

  (c) How did Wanda laugh? 
   (i)  She simply smiled instead of laughing.
   (ii) She’d put on a poker face.
   (iii) She’d twist her mouth, crookedly instead of laughing.
   (iv) She’d laugh heartily.

  (d) Why did Wanda sit in the corner of the room? 
   (i) Because she didn’t get good marks
   (ii) Because she was rowdy
   (iii) Because she came from Boggins Heights and had mud and dirt on her feet
   (iv) Because she roared when laughing 

  (e) How were Peggy and Maddie related to Wanda? 
   (i) They were her only friends in the class.
   (ii) They were the ones who started all the fun.
   (iii) They were secretly jealous of her.
   (iv) They adored her.

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(ii)

 2. The next day, Tuesday, Wanda was not in school, either. And nobody noticed her absence 
again.

  But on Wednesday, Peggy and Maddie, who sat down front with other children who got 
good marks and who didn’t track in a whole lot of mud, did notice that Wanda wasn’t 
there. Peggy was the most popular girl in school. She was pretty, she had many pretty 
clothes and her hair was curly. Maddie was her closest friend. The reason Peggy and 
Maddie noticed Wanda’s absence was because Wanda had made them late to school.

  They had waited and waited for Wanda, to have some fun with her, and she just hadn’t 
come.

  They often waited for Wanda Petronski — to have fun with her.
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  (a) How were Peggy and Maddie related? 
   (i) They were rivals. (ii) They were sisters.
   (iii) They were closest friends.   (iv) They were classmates.
  (b) Who was the most popular girl in the school? 
   (i) Peggy  (ii) Wanda 
   (iii) Maddie  (iv) Ms Mason 

  (c) Where did Wanda come from? 
   (i) Riverdale (ii) Kentucky 
   (iii) Boggins Heights  (iv) New Jersey

  (d) Why did Wanda’s classmates wait for her? 
   (i) To say hello to her  (ii) To walk home with her 
   (iii) To play with her (iv) To tease her

  (e) Where did Peggy and Maddie sit?
   (i) On the back  (ii) In the front 
   (iii) In the corner of room Thirteen (iv) Next to teacher’s desk 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iv), (e)—(iii)

 3. Peggy was not really cruel. She protected small children from bullies. And she cried for 
hours if she saw an animal mistreated. If anybody had said to her, “Don’t you think that 
is a cruel way to treat Wanda?” she would have been very surprised. Cruel? Why did the 
girl say she had a hundred dresses? Anybody could tell that that was a lie. Why did she 
want to lie? And she wasn’t just an ordinary person, else why did she have a name like 
that? Anyway, they never made her cry.

  As for Maddie, this business of asking Wanda every day how many dresses and how 
many hats, and how many this and that she had was bothering her. Maddie was poor 
herself. She usually wore somebody’s hand-me-down clothes. Thank goodness, she 
didn’t live up on Boggins Heights or have a funny name.

  (a) What did Peggy and Maddie think of Wanda? 
   (i) That she wasn’t an ordinary person (ii) That she was poor
   (iii) That she was a mute (iv) That she was stylish 
  (b) How would Peggy react if someone said that she was cruel towards Wanda? 
   (i) She would yell at them. (ii) She would shrug it off.
   (iii) She would be irritated. (iv) She would be surprised.
  (c) What made her classmates make fun of Wanda? 
   (i) The fact that she came from Boggins Heights
   (ii) Her funny name 
   (iii) Both (i) and (ii)
   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
  (d) How do you know that Maddie was also poor?
   (i) She accepted that she was poor.



119Literature Reader

   (ii) She wore hand-me down clothes.
   (iii) She looked fairly poor.
   (iv) She hung out with Peggy who was rather rich.
  (e) Who ends up winning the drawing competition for girls? 
   (i) Peggy   (ii) Maddie
   (iii) Wanda  (iv) None of these 

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(iv), (c)—(iii), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iii)

 4. She always wore a faded blue dress that didn’t hang right. It was clean, but it looked as 
though it had never been ironed properly. She didn’t have any friends, but a lot of girls 
talked to her. Sometimes, they surrounded her in the school yard as she stood watching 
the little girls play hopscotch on the worn hard ground. 

  “Wanda,” Peggy would say in a most courteous manner, as though she were talking to 
Miss Mason. “Wanda,” she’d say, giving one of her friends a nudge, “tell us. How many 
dresses did you say you had hanging up in your closet?”   (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) The ‘most courteous manner’ here means that Peggy was:
   (i) on her best behaviour.  (ii) teasing Wanda. 
   (iii) trying to impress Wanda.  (iv) respectful to Wanda.  
  (b) Peggy gave her friend a nudge because:
   (i) she wanted to push her away from the scene. 
   (ii) she disliked her friend being distracted then. 
   (iii) she was teasing Wanda and wanted her to make others pay attention. 
   (iv) she was teasing Wanda and didn’t want anyone to miss the fun. 
  (c) Pick the option having the words that DO NOT loosely match the word, ‘closet’, 

from those given. 
   (1) Wardrobe         (2) Loft          (3) Cabinet         (4) Cupboard       (5) Porch 
   (6) Cellar 
   (i) 1, 3 and 4  (ii) 3, 4, and 5 
   (iii) 1, 2, and 6  (iv) 2, 5, and 6 
  (d) Why was Wanda’s answer to Peggy’s question always the same? Pick the LEAST 

probable reason. This was so because she knew that:
   (i) she was being picked on and it was probably her defence. 
   (ii) confessing the truth would probably worsen the situation. 
   (iii) she didn’t know how else to get out of that situation. 
   (iv) sticking to an unexpected answer would get her the attention she needed.
  (e) Regarding Wanda being teased, Miss Mason was:
   (i) in denial that such behaviour was possible by her students. 
   (ii) aware, but didn’t want to discuss it with the students. 
   (iii) unaware that the students were frequently teasing Wanda. 
   (iv) of the belief that such behaviour was a normal part of growing up.   

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(i), (d)—(iii), (e)—(iii)
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Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. Why didn’t Maddie ask Peggy to stop teasing Wanda?
 (i) Because Peggy was her best friend 
 (ii) Because Maddie had faith in Peggy that she should would not do anything wrong
 (iii) Because Maddie was afraid of being teased in place of Wanda for her poor dresses
 (iv) All of these

 2.   The story ‘The Hundred Dresses – I’ is a sensitive account of:
 (i) how the poor young girl adjusts herself with her American classmates
 (ii) how the poor young girl is judged by her classmates 
 (iii) how the poor young girl struggles to match up with the American culture in the  
  school
 (iv) how the poor young girl compromises her life to sustain in a foreign land 

 3.  What is Maddie’s full name?
 (i) Madison  (ii) Madeline 
 (iii) Melody  (iv) Matilda 

 4. Who was the most popular girl in the school?
 (i) Wanda (ii) Maddie 
 (iii) Peggy  (iv) All of them 

 5. Why did they use to wait for Wanda?
 (i) To play with her  (ii) To go back home with her 
 (iii) To have lunch with her  (iv) To make fun of her 

 6. The reason Peggy and Maddie noticed Wanda’s absence was because:
 (i) they had realised their mistake 
 (ii) Wanda had made them late to school 
 (iii) they had a very boring day in the school 
 (iv) they had noticed that the seat was empty where Wanda used to sit 

 7. Who used to protect small children from bullies?
 (i) Peggy  (ii) Maddie 
 (iii) Wanda  (iv) None of them 

 8. When was the only time when Wanda talked in the school?
 (i) When she was introducing herself on the first day of the school
 (ii) When the teacher asked her to answer a question
 (iii) When she was being asked about her hundred dresses 
 (iv) When she was leaving the school 

 9. How would you describe Wanda’s dress?
 (i) Cleaned (ii) Not properly ironed 
 (iii) Faded blue  (iv) All of these 
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 10. Why was Peggy’s game bothering Maddie? 
 (i) Because she cared about Wanda
 (ii) Because Peggy was harsh on Wanda
 (iii) Because she feared that she would be the next target of Peggy 
 (iv) Because she had also been through the same experience as that of Wanda 
Ans.   1. (iv), 2. (ii), 3. (ii), 4. (iii), 5. (iv), 6. (ii), 7. (i), 8. (iii), 9. (iv), 10. (iii)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.
Sometimes, when Peggy was asking Wanda those questions in that mocking polite voice, Maddie 
felt embarrassed and studied the marbles in the palm of her hand, rolling them around and 
saying nothing herself. Not that she felt sorry for Wanda, exactly. She would never have paid 
any attention to Wanda if Peggy hadn’t invented the dresses game. But suppose Peggy and all 
the others started in on her next? She wasn’t as poor as Wanda, perhaps, but she was poor. Of 
course, she would have more sense than to say she had a hundred dresses. Still she would not 
like for them to begin on her. She wished Peggy would stop teasing Wanda Petronski.
 (a) When did Maddie feel embarrassed? 
 (i) When Peggy mocked Wanda (ii) When Peggy mocked Maddie
 (iii) When Peggy played with Wanda (iv) When Peggy tried to show-off

 (b) What did Maddie wish for? 
 (i) For an early winter  (ii) For more friends
 (iii) For more dresses (iv) For Peggy to stop teasing Wanda

 (c) What additional benefit did Maddie think she had than Wanda? 
 (i) She was not as poor as Wanda.
 (ii) She was Peggy’s closest friend.
 (iii) She had her dresses altered so no one would know they are Peggy’s.
 (iv) She would have more sense than to say she had a hundred dresses.

 (d) What bothered Maddie when Peggy made fun of Wanda? 
 (i) Peggy’s hostility towards others 
 (ii) Wanda Petronski’s lie about her dresses
 (iii) The possibility that the girls might start making fun of her someday 
 (iv) Waiting for Wanda 

 (e) When did Maddie notice Wanda? 
 (i) When she spotted her in the corner of the room sitting quietly 
 (ii) When everybody made fun of her name 
 (iii) When she saw her in the school yard watching little girls
 (iv) When Peggy invented the dress game
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Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. Why was Maddie glad?
 (i)  Because they had a holiday
 (ii) Because they didn’t have to make fun of Wanda
 (iii) Because Peggy had won the drawing competition 
 (iv) Because Wanda had transferred to a new school 

 2. What made Maddie feel ‘shuddered’?
 (i) Being called sensitive (ii) Being called rude
 (iii) Becoming Peggy’s next target  (iv) Losing Peggy’s friendship 

 3. How did Maddie plan to ask Peggy not to make fun of Wanda?
 (i)  By writing on her notebook when she’s not looking
 (ii)  By walking up to her and pouring her concerns out
 (iii) By writing her a letter
 (iv) By writing her a note 

 4. What did Maddie do with the note? 
 (i)  She left it on Peggy’s desk.  (ii) She tore it and threw it away.
 (iii)  She hid it in her arithmetic book.  (iv) She gave it to herself.

 5. What did Maddie wish for? 
 (i) That Peggy will stop making fun of Wanda
 (ii)  That Peggy will realise her mistake
 (iii)  That she had the nerve to write Peggy a note
 (iv) None of these

z z z
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Summary
The students were circling the room and admiring the dress designs made by Wanda. A notice 
from the principal’s office came. Miss Mason told the class that she had received a letter from 
Wanda’s father. She said that she was going to read it before the class. The students got ready 
to listen. In his letter, Wanda’s father had informed Miss Mason that Wanda would not come to 
the school any more. They were moving to the big city. In that city, nobody would consider her 
name funny and laugh at her.
The entire class became silent and felt bad about Wanda. Miss Mason understood their feelings. 
She told them that no one should hurt anyone’s feelings just because his or her name is long 
or funny. She said that what had happened in the school with Wanda was bad. She asked them 
to think about that. Maddie listened to what Miss Mason said about Wanda. She could not 
concentrate on her studies. She had a sick feeling. It was true that she had never made fun 
of Wanda herself. But at the same time, she had not enjoyed Peggy asking Wanda about her 
dresses. On such occasions, she said nothing and stood silently. But that was also bad. She felt 
that she was a coward and never stopped Peggy from making fun of Wanda.
Maddie wondered if she could do anything. She wanted to meet Wanda and tell her that she 
had never meant to hurt her feelings. She made up her mind to go to her house and tell Wanda 
that she had won the contest and her hundred dresses were beautiful. She decided that she 
would find Wanda Petronski. She and Peggy would go to her house to meet her. When the 

Through this story, the author teaches us a lesson not to hurt anybody’s feelings. All the girls in the school 
made fun of Wanda, a Polish girl. As a result, she left the school. Then, the feeling of repentance arose 
among the students who teased Wanda. Peggy and Maddie even go to her house to stop her from leaving 
that place, but they could not meet her as she had already left. They feel guilty for making fun of Wanda, 
who loved them very much.

Eleanor Ester was born on May 9, 1906 in West Haven, Connecticut. She was an American children’s author 
and a children’s librarian. Originally a librarian, Ester’s writing career began following a case of tuberculosis. 
During the convalescing period, Ester began writing some of her childhood memories, which later turned 
into full-length children’s books.
Ester received the Certificate of Award for Outstanding Contribution to Children’s Literature and was 
nominated for the Laura Ingalls Wilder Award. By the time of her death at the age of 82, Ester had written 
19 children books.

About the Author
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school was over, Peggy, herself told Maggie to go to Wanda’s house. Wanda was happy to hear 
Peggy suggest that on her own. They walked towards her colony. On the way, Peggy said that 
she had never called Wanda a foreigner. She always thought that Wanda was a dumb girl. She 
never imagined that Wanda could sense the girls had been making fun of her. Maddie said 
nothing. She just wanted to meet Wanda and tell her that they were sorry for their treatment. 
She would request her not to move away.
After some time, Peggy and Maddie found Wanda’s house in the Boggins Heights. The house 
looked shabby but clean. But there was no one in the house. Peggy knocked on the door. There 
was no response. Wanda and her family had already left the place. On their way back, Peggy 
said that her asking Wanda about her dresses actually helped her. Otherwise, she might not 
have won the drawing contest. But Maddie was not satisfied. She could not sleep that night. 
She thought of Wanda, her drawings and her house. At last, she made a decision. She decided 
that she would not keep quiet, if someone made fun of anybody before her ever again. She 
would not mind even if she had to lose Peggy’s friendship. She had no way of making things 
right with Wanda, but now she would never make anybody unhappy.
On Saturday, Peggy and Maddie wrote a letter to Wanda. It was just a friendly letter. They 
praised Wanda’s drawings. They wrote to her that she had won the contest. They mailed it to 
Boggins Heights with the request that it be sent to her new address. A number of days passed, 
but there was no answer from Wanda. Peggy had begun to forget the whole incident. Maddie 
tried to sleep at night making speeches about Wanda.
Then, it was Christmas time. On the last day of the school, Miss Mason received a letter from 
Wanda. She showed the letter to the class and read it. Wanda had written that the girls could 
keep those hundred dresses because in her new house, she had hundred new ones. She had 
gifted the green dress with the red trimmings to Peggy. She wrote that Maddie could have 
the blue dress. She wished Merry Christmas to all. They accepted the drawings. On the way 
home, Peggy and Maddie held their drawings very carefully. They pinned the drawings in their 
bedrooms.
Maddie was missing Wanda too much. There were tears in her eyes. She felt sad to think that 
she would never see Wanda again. She felt that Wanda had been nice to her. She gazed at the 
drawing for a long time. Suddenly, she noticed the face and head in the drawing. It looked like 
her own head and face. She was excited to find that Wanda had made that drawing especially 
for her. She ran to Peggy’s house. She told Peggy that Wanda had drawn the drawing for her. 
Then, they checked her drawing as well. There was Peggy’s face in the drawing. Peggy was also 
happy to see that the face and head of the drawing looked like her. Peggy told Maddie that 
Wanda really liked them. There were tears in Maddie’s eyes every time she thought of Wanda 
Petronski.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions  (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

 1. While the class was circling the room, the monitor from the principal’s office brought 
Miss Mason a note. Miss Mason read it several times and studied it thoughtfully for a 
while. Then she clapped her hands.

   “Attention, class. Everyone back to their seat.”
  When the shuffling of feet had stopped and the room was still and quiet, Miss Mason 

said, “I have a letter from Wanda’s father that I want to read to you.”
  Miss Mason stood there a moment and the silence in the room grew tense and expectant. 
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The teacher adjusted her glasses slowly and deliberately. Her manner indicated that 
what was coming—this letter from Wanda’s father—was a matter of great importance. 
Everybody listened closely as Miss Mason read the brief note.

   (a) How did Miss Mason treat the letter of Wanda’s father?
   (i) As a nuisance  (ii) As something very important
   (iii) As something trivial  (iv) As something upsetting 
  (b) How did everybody react to Ms Mason reading the letter? 
   (i) They listened closely.  (ii)  They ignored her.
   (iii) They kept interrupting her.  (iv) They surrounded her to take a look.
  (c) What advice did she give to the class? 
   (i) To forget about the incident (ii)  To remember it always 
   (iii) To think about the incident  (iv) To apologise to Wanda 
  (d) What did Ms Mason think about the whole incident? 
   (i) It was unfortunate and sad.   (ii)  It was a wonderful news.
   (iii) It was funny. (iv)  It was uncanny.
  (e) Where had Wanda’s family moved to? 
   (i) To an island  (ii) To a village 
   (iii) To a big city (iv) To another town 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iii), (d)—(i), (e)—(iii)

 2. “I think that’s where the Petronskis live,” said Maddie, pointing to a little white house. 
Wisps of old grass stuck up here and there along the pathway like thin kittens. The 
house and its sparse little yard looked shabby but clean. It reminded Maddie of Wanda’s 
one dress, her faded blue cotton dress, shabby but clean.

  There was not a sign of life about the house. Peggy knocked firmly on the door, but 
there was no answer. She and Maddie went around to the backyard and knocked there. 
Still, there was no answer.

  There was no doubt about it. The Petronskis were gone. How could they ever make amends?
  They turned slowly and made their way back down the hill.

   (a) How did Wanda’s house look?
   (i) Shabby but clean  (ii) Too small for a family 
   (iii) Rustic (iv) Minimalist
  (b) What did Wanda’s house remind Maddie of? 
   (i) Beautiful bungalows (ii) Wanda’s faded blue cotton dress 
   (iii) Wanda’s muddy feet (iv) Her own house 
  (c) Why did Maddie and Peggy go to Wanda’s house?
   (i) To apologise to her 
   (ii) To say goodbye 
   (iii) To tell her they liked her
   (iv) To congratulate her on winning the competition
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  (d) How is Wanda’s house described? 
   (i) As little (ii) As shabby but clean 
   (iii) As white (iv) All of these
  (e) Which word means the same as ‘compensate’?
   (i) Amends   (ii) Doubt 
   (iii) Firmly  (iv) Sparse 

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(ii), (c)—(i), (d)—(iv), (e)—(i)

 3. On Saturday Maddie spent the afternoon with Peggy. They were writing a letter to 
Wanda Petronski. It was just a friendly letter telling about the contest and telling Wanda 
she had won. They told her how pretty her drawings were. And they asked her if she 
liked where she was living and if she liked her new teacher. They had meant to say 
they were sorry, but it ended up with their just writing a friendly letter, the kind they 
would have written to any good friend, and they signed it with lots of X’s for love. They 
mailed the letter to Boggins Heights, writing ‘Please Forward’ on the envelope. Days 
passed and there was no answer, but the letter did not come back, so maybe Wanda had 
received it. Perhaps she was so hurt and angry she was not going to answer. You could 
not blame her.

  (a) What did Peggy and Maddie write in their letter to Wanda?
   (i) That her drawings were pretty  (ii) That she had won the drawing contest 
   (iii) Both (i) and (ii)  (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

   (b) What had they meant to write in the letter? 
   (i) That they missed her
   (ii) That they were doing well
   (iii) That they had realised their mistake
   (iv) That they were sorry 

   (c) What was the tone of the letter they wrote to Wanda? 
   (i) It was friendly. (ii) It was apologetic.
   (iii) It was impressive. (iv) None of these. 

   (d) Why did they assume that Wanda may have got that letter? 
   (i) Because there was a response 
   (ii) Because they had asked the authorities to ‘Forward’ 
   (iii) Because it didn’t come back 
   (iv) Because they had a feeling that it did 

   (e) What happened to Wanda Petronski that changed Peggy and Maddie’s feelings 
towards her? 

   (i) She had disappeared.
   (ii) She had left the school as well as the town. 
   (iii) She had won the drawing competition.
   (iv) She had proved that she owned a hundred dresses. 
 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(i), (d)—(iii), (e)—(ii)



127Literature Reader

 4. Dear Teacher 

  My Wanda will not come to your school anymore. Jake also. Now we move away to big 
city. No more holler ‘Pollack’. No more ask why funny name. Plenty of funny names in 
the city. 

  Yours truly, 

  Jan Petronski     (CBSE Question Bank)
  (a) Jan’s tone in the writing of the letter is NOT:
   (i) distressing  (ii) spiteful 
   (iii) hurt  (iv) painful
  (b) What, according to the letter, was the primary reason that prompted Mr Petronski 

to take the decision to move to a big city?
   (i) His wish to achieve success in the big city. 
   (ii) His urge to join his relatives who mostly lived in the big city. 
   (iii) His anxiety over their poverty in the small city. 
   (iv) His agony about his children being viewed as ‘outsiders’ by their school-mates. 
  (c) The dictionary says the following about migration. 
   ‘Migration involves the movement of people (birds, fish, etc.) from one place to 

another with intentions of settling permanently or temporarily, at a new location 
(geographic region). 

   Which of the following option INCORRECTLY uses ‘migration’? 
   (i) After gold was found in the uninhabited region, there was a migration to that 

area. 
   (ii) Bears sleep through winters. This migration helps bears to use their stored 

energy much more slowly. 
   (iii) There was a mass migration of youngsters to the tagged locale, to assist the cause 

for charity. 
   (iv) Scientists have studied the migration of fish over long distances in the river. 
  (d) The phrase ‘Pollack’ reveals a discrimination on the basis of:
   (i) race (ii) gender
   (iii) religion  (iv) wealth
  (e) The line, ‘Plenty of funny names in the city’ suggests that the city:
   (i) is a melting pot of people from different parts of the world. 
   (ii) has foreign people willing to give opportunities to the poor. 
   (iii) is a safe haven for immigrants if they have funny names. 
   (iv) has a special status for all who are willing to be funny. 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(ii), (d)—(i), (e)—(i)

 5. Weeks went by and still Wanda did not answer. Peggy had begun to forget the whole 
business, and Maddie put herself to sleep at night making speeches about Wanda, 
defending her from great crowds of girls who were trying to tease her with, “How many 
dresses have you got?” And before Wanda could press her lips together in a tight line, 
the way she did before answering, Maddie would cry out, “Stop!”   
   (CBSE Question Bank)
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  (a) Which primary feelings of Maddie does the extract reveal? 
   (i) Guilt, regret and righteousness  (ii) Guilt and shame 
   (iii) Shame, regret and courage  (iv) Courage and righteousness 
  (b) Which of the following is most likely to be a part of Maddie’s speech?
   (i) Stop! I think it’s about time we asked her a new question. This is not fun anymore. 

How about her faded dress? 
   (ii) Stop! Don’t you think that I’m the one who had to lead in Peggy’s absence? This 

is unacceptable. 
   (iii) Stop! How dare you all join in without Peggy’s permission? Don’t you know 

she’d be angry?
   (iv)  Stop! Aren’t you all ashamed of yourself? Why do you trouble her? She means 

no harm to anyone.  
  (c) Choose the declaration which is likely to be received with the pressing of lips 

together in a tight line.  

   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
  (d) Pick the option with a cause-effect relation, with reference to the given extract. 
   (i) Wanda’s absence – Peggy missing Wanda 
   (ii) Maddie’s need to make amends – Confessing publicly 
   (iii) Wanda’s absence – Maddie’s need to make amends 
   (iv) Peggy teasing Wanda – Maddie’s stand against it
  (e) Wanda didn’t reply to the letter for weeks.  
   Pick the option that DOES NOT supply a possible reason for this, from those 

given below. 
   (i) The letter took more than a couple of weeks reaching her as it didn’t have an 

address and needed to be forwarded. 
   (ii) She needed time to forgive Maddie and Peggy and think her reply through. 
   (iii) Peggy had second thoughts after mailing the letter and reclaimed it from the 

post office, to mail weeks later. 

 2. Hello mom, just wanted to 
inform you that I have qualified 
for the final round of malkhamb.

 1. Hello mom, just wanted to 
inform you that I forgot to do 
my Biology H.W. yesterday 
and have been given a diary 
note for you to sign.

 4. Hello mom, just wanted to 
inform you that my online 
class for English has been 
rescheduled.

 3. Hello mom, just wanted to 
inform you that Dad would be 
taking me for the music class 
today.
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   (iv) She was occupied with settling in at the new school in the city. 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(i), (d)—(iii), (e)—(iii)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What did Maddie do when Peggy teased Wanda?
 (i) She asked Peggy to sleep.  (ii) She challenged Peggy. 
 (iii) She stood by silently.  (iv) She took Wanda’s side. 

 2. How did Maddie decide to repent?
 (i) By standing up against Peggy
 (ii) By complaining to Ms Mason
 (iii) By breaking her friendship with Peggy 
 (iv) By finding Wanda and apologising 

 3. What did Maddie think about Peggy’s making fun of Wanda? 
 (i) She felt it was wrong.  (ii) She felt ashamed of Peggy. 
 (iii) She felt furious.  (iv) She felt empathy towards Wanda.

 4. What did Maddie want to tell Wanda? 
 (i) That she liked her despite everything
 (ii) That she didn’t like Peggy’s teasing her
 (iii) That she felt obliged to apologise 
 (iv) That she didn’t mean to hurt her feelings 

 5. What change happened in Maddie after the whole incident with Wanda?
 (i) She stopped talking to Peggy. 
 (ii) She stopped caring about bullies. 
 (iii) She decided to stand up for other people from next time. 
 (iv) She grew bitter and detached from everyone. 

 6. What was Miss Mason’s reaction when she came to know that the class had been 
making fun of Wanda?

 (i) She started laughing.  (ii) She started crying.
 (iii) She was confused.  (iv) She was unhappy and upset. 

 7. What could Maddie not do in the first period?
 (i) She could not complete her homework.
 (ii) She could not concentrate on her studies.
 (iii) She could not find her book. 
 (iv) She could not talk to her friend, Peggy. 

 8. What did the letter from Wanda’s father convey?
 (i) That Wanda wasn’t well
 (ii) That Wanda won’t be attending school
 (iii) That they have moved to a big city 
 (iv) Both (ii) and (iii) 
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 9. Who was more anxious for a reply?
 (i) Maddie  (ii) Peggy 
 (iii) Miss Mason  (iv) Miss Petronski 

 10. What important decision does Maddie take?
 (i) To break her friendship with Peggy 
 (ii) To visit Wanda 
 (iii) To stop others from bullying 
 (iv) All of these 
Ans.   1. (iii), 2. (iv), 3. (i), 4. (iv), 5. (iii), 6. (iv), 7. (ii), 8. (iv), 9. (i), 10. (iii)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.
The minute they entered the classroom, they stopped short and gasped. There were drawings 
all over the room, on every edge and windowsill, dazzling colours and brilliant lavish designs, 
all drawn on great sheets of wrapping paper. These must have been a hundred of them, all 
lined up. There must be the drawings for the contest. They were! Everybody stopped and 
whistled or murmured admiringly.
 (a) How did the students feel when they entered the classroom?
 (i) They were confused.  (ii) They were horrified.
 (iii) They stopped short and gasped.  (iv) None of these

 (b) Which phrases describe Wanda’s drawings? 
 (i) Dazzling colours  (ii) Brilliant and lavish designs 
 (iii) All of these   (iv) None of these

 (c) Who had won the contest meant for girls? 
 (i) Peggy (ii) Wanda
 (iii) Maddie (iv) None of these 

 (d) What was the entry made by Wanda Petronski for the drawing competition? 
 (i) Christmas dresses (ii) A faded blue dress
 (iii) Shabby yet clean (iv) A hundred dresses 

 (e) What were some of the reactions by the students towards Wanda’s drawings? 
 (i) They stopped  (ii) They whistled
 (iii) They murmured admiringly  (iv) All of these

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What was Maddie reminded of when she reached the Petronski house?
 (i) How they teased her 
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 (ii) How she could stop all of it
 (iii) Wanda’s drawings of hundred dresses
 (iv) Wanda’s unironed but clean dress

 2. Where did Maddie pin the drawing? 
 (i) On her restroom’s wall
 (ii) On the ceiling of her room 
 (iii) Over a torn place in her pink wallpaper
 (iv) Over her mirror 

 3. What happened when Maddie pinned Wanda’s drawing in her room? 
 (i) The room looked shabby.
 (ii) The shabby room came alive.
 (iii) The room looked odd.
 (iv) The room looked too bright for Maddie’s liking.

 4. How was Wanda’s behaviour towards Maddie? 
 (i) She was bitter. (ii) She was nice to her.
 (iii) She was indifferent.  (iv) She was vengeful. 

 5. What was it that Maddie was feeling ever since Wanda had left the school? 
 (i) Guilt  (ii) Elation 
 (iii) Fear (iv) Anger

z z z
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DUST OF SNOW 
—Robert Frost

Poem

In ‘Dust of Snow’, the poet is trying to tell us that the best things in life are free. On a cold winter day, staying 
home could have been comfortable. But due to unavoidable circumstances, the poet has been forced to 
go out. At such a time, the only thing that cheers him up is the world of nature, crows and snowflakes. This 
natural world is available for us to see and touch, free of cost. However, we generally take it for granted. 
Worse still, we can curse nature for giving us bad weather, such as the inhabitants of New England do in 
winter. However, if we look beyond our own inconvenience, we will see that nature is beautiful even at its 
harshest. If only we pay attention to all that life gives us, we will learn to appreciate it. The crow is what 
brings the beauty of the snowflakes to the poet’s attention, and for that, he is grateful. He is grateful to be 
alive to see such wonderful sights in this world at no cost.

Robert Frost was born in 1874 in San Francisco, California. In his lifetime, he won more than one Pulitzer 
Prize and attended Harvard. His poetry remains significant in today’s literary world, and his name is also 
linked to the Robert Frost Library where President John F. Kennedy honoured the poet with a speech. This 
honouring was somewhat fitting since Frost read a poem at Kennedy’s inauguration. Frost passed away in 
the year 1963.

Summary
‘Dust of Snow’ is a beautiful poem written by the famous poet, Robert Frost. Though the poem 
is very brief, but it has a significant meaning. This poem stands for guiding a person who has 
lost all hopes and is very sad. The falling of dust of snow has changed the mood of the poet. 
The poet was sitting under a hemlock tree, quite and upset when a crow shook dust of snow on 
him. This very small incident changed his sad mood into happy mood. So, it teaches us that we 
should not be desperate because there is always an opportunity to change the sad mood into 
happy mood.

Explanation of the Poem

 1.  The way a crow
   Shook down on me
   The dust of snow
   From a hemlock tree
 Exp- In this stanza, the poet is talking about a winter’s day when all the treetops were covered 

in masses of snowflakes. The poet was walking under one such snow-covered tree. This 
was the North American conifer, known as the hemlock, named so because its smell 
resembles that of the European plant from which the poison known as hemlock was 

poem
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made. Hence, by virtue of its name, this tree was not one that you could associate with 
anything positive. However, a crow alighted on this tree suddenly, and because of that 
sudden motion, the mass of snowflakes atop it fell down on the poet like rain. The 
snowflakes were so light and miniscule that the poet thought they looked like white and 
immaculate dust particles (if indeed, dust particles could ever be white). This shower of 
snowflakes from the hemlock tree is evidently the subject matter of this poem, since it 
touched the poet in some way.

 2.  Has given my heart
   A change of mood
   And saved some part
   Of a day I had rued.
 Exp- In this stanza, the poet explains to us exactly in what way the shower of snowflakes had 

an effect on him. He says that it changed his mood. That is to say, he had been in a sullen 
or despairing mood, and the snowflakes falling on him, all of a sudden, gladdened his 
heart. In addition to this, there was another effect that the shower of snowflakes had on 
the poet. He says that, that particular day was one that he had not been looking forward 
to, and in fact, it was not going too well either.

  He had decided, in his mind, that that particular day would go waste. However, the 
shower of dust-like snow on his shoulder changed his mind. It made him feel that the 
day had not been a complete waste. At least, some part of that day had been pleasant, 
since it had given him a new experience that he could treasure.

Rhyme scheme
Each of the two stanzas in ‘Dust of Snow’ follows the same simple rhyme scheme, that is, ABAB. Only one 
imperfect rhyme occurs in this poem between the “crow” in the 1st line and the “snow” in the 3rd line. 

Metaphor
This poetic device is used when a covert comparison is made between two different things or ideas. In this 
poem, the poet uses the device of metaphor in the 3rd line of the 1st stanza, when he compares the mass of 
snowflakes atop the hemlock tree with dust.

Synecdoche
 This poetic device is used in many ways to represent one thing with the help of an entirely different one. In 
this poem, the poet uses this device to represent the whole in the 1st line of the 2nd stanza. He says that his 
“heart” has undergone a change of mood because the crow has made the snowflakes from the hemlock 
tree rain down on him. However, he is now experiencing a better mood as a result of the actions of the crow. 

Symbolism
The symbolism, in this poem, is very subtle and hard to catch. However, if we read between the lines, we will 
be able to understand just how apt the symbols used by the poet are. The poet is having a bad day and he is 
clear about that. However, to make us understand the severity of his sullen mood, he introduces us to the 
symbol of the hemlock tree.  Hence, the hemlock tree, from which the poison is said to be made, is a symbol 
of death. The next symbol that the poet introduces to us is that of the crow. The crow is an ambiguous 
symbol and could stand for many things. Generally, the crow is considered to be the ugliest among all birds. 
Hence, it could be another sight to degrade the poet’s mood once again.
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-based Questions  (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.     
 1.  The way a crow
   Shook down on me
   The dust of snow
   From a hemlock tree
  (a) What did the crow do to the hemlock tree? 

  (i) Shook water  (ii) Shook snow 
  (iii) Shook dust  (iv) Shook feathers 

  (b) Name the poem. 
  (i) Dust of Snow (ii) Animals 
  (iii) The Trees  (iv) Fire and Ice 

  (c) Where do you think was the poet then?
  (i) Under the hemlock tree  (ii) In his house 
  (iii) On the street  (iv) In a park 

  (d) Identify the poet of the above stanza. 
  (i) Anton Chekov  (ii) Robert Frost 
  (iii) Adrienne Rich  (iv) Zan Gaudioso 

  (e) What was there on the tree?
  (i) Leaves  (ii) Flowers
  (iii) Nest (iv) Snow 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(i), (c)—(i), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iv)

 2.  Has given my heart
   A change of mood
   And saved some part
   Of a day I had rued.
  (a) What did the falling of dust of snow on the poet do to him? 

  (i) It made him even angrier. 
  (ii) It made him retrospect. 
  (iii) It made him feel startled. 
  (iv) It made him feel happier about his day. 

  (b) The poet felt ________________ on that day. 
  (i) happy  (ii) sad 
  (iii) angry  (iv) none of these 

  (c) The fall of snow-dust changes his:
  (i) mood  (ii) looks 
  (iii) attitude  (iv) all of these 
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  (d) Some part of the day was saved from:
  (i) utilising  (ii) ruining 
  (iii) snowfall  (iv) good luck 

  (e) What is the rhyming scheme of the stanza?
  (i) abab (ii) acab
  (iii) abac (iv) aabb 

 Ans. (a)—(iv), (b)—(ii), (c)—(i), (d)—(ii), (e)—(i)

 3.  The way a crow 
   Shook down on me 
   The dust of snow 
   From a hemlock tree 
   Has given my heart 
   A change of mood 
   And saved some part 
   Of a day I had rued.   (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a)  Of the many symbols the hemlock tree represents, choose the one that Frost drew 
upon in all likelihood, for this poem. 

  (i) Symbol of longevity   (ii) Symbol of togetherness 
  (iii) Symbol of healing  (iv) Symbol of protection 

  (b) Choose the option that lists the possible feelings of the poet prior to the experience 
shared in the poem. 

  (1) Reassured  (2) Disappointed 
  (3) Curious  (4) Demotivated 
  (5) Thankful (6) Disheartened 
  (7) Impulsive 
  (i) 1, 3, and 7  (ii) 2, 4, and 6 
  (iii) 5 and 7  (iv) 1 and 3 

  (c) Identify the option that DOES NOT use the word ‘rue’ correctly. 
  (i) The film was a disaster and he rued his decision to act in it.
  (ii) I am sure she rued the day she listened to a fortune-teller.
  (iii) It wasn’t long before I rued my disobedience and my deceit. 
  (iv) Others finally rue the one who is dishonest and heartless. 

  (d) Synecdoche is a poetic device that uses a part to represent the whole. E.g., That’s 
a great set of wheels! (Set of wheels has been used for car.)

   Pick an example of synecdoche from the poem. 
  (i) Has given my heart/A change of mood 
  (ii) The way a crow/ Shook down on me 
  (iii) The dust of snow/From a hemlock tree 
  (iv) And saved some part/Of a day I had rued  
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  (e) Choose the option showing the reason NOT corresponding with “…a crow/Shook 
down on me/The dust of snow”. 

  (i) The crow’s landing on the branch of the tree. 
  (ii) The shivering of the crow, due to the cold. 
  (iii) The readjustment of position of the crow on the branch. 
  (iv) The cawing of the crow hidden in the foliage.  

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(i), (e)—(iv)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. Identify the poetic device used in the line “And saved some part”. 
 (i) Alliteration  (ii) Metaphor 
 (iii) Oxymoron  (iv) Simile 

 2. What is the rhyme scheme used in the poem, ‘Dust of Snow’?
 (i) baba cdcd (ii) abab cdcd
 (iii) abab cddc (iv) abba cdcd 

 3. How did the dust of snow affect the poet?
 (i) It made him energetic.  (ii) It changed his mood. 
 (iii) It made him superior.  (iv) None of these 

 4. What does ‘Dust of Snow’ represent?
 (i) Healing power of nature (ii) Particles of snow 
 (iii) Bad and good omen  (iv) The impact of weather 

 5. Why does the poet call it ‘dust of snow’?
 (i) Because the snow particles were too tiny 
 (ii) Because it came over him like dust 
 (iii) Because it felt like dust 
 (iv) Because it looked like dust 

 6. _____________ has lifted the mood of the poet. 
 (i) View of hemlock tree  (ii) The falling of snow 
 (iii) The environment  (iv) The sound by crow

 7. In ‘Dust of Snow’, the poet is trying to suggest that:
 (i) small things bring big changes in life.
 (ii) dust of snow is very useful.
 (iii) a crow is a significant bird. 
 (iv) a hemlock tree has a lot of importance. 

 8. What does the poet mean when he says ‘It saved some part of the day’?
 (i) The poet has saved his time as he sleeps for the entire day. 
 (ii) The poet has saved his job because he would not be late for his office. 
 (iii) The poet has saved some part of his day as he would enjoy the rest of the day with  
  his family. 
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 (iv) The poet has saved some part of his day as he did not waste the time in repenting  
  and regretting. 

 9. The ‘hemlock tree’ and ‘crow’ generally signify:
 (i) wealth and prosperity  (ii) sadness and gloom 
 (iii) bad health and poverty  (iv) luck and happiness 

 10. The poet was in a:
 (i) pleasant mood  (ii) playful mood 
 (iii) sleepy mood (iv) sad mood 
Ans.   1. (i), 2. (ii), 3. (ii), 4. (i), 5. (i), 6. (ii), 7. (i), 8. (iv), 9. (ii), 10. (iv)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST
Extract-based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option. 
   Shook down on me
   The dust of snow
   From a hemlock tree
   Has given my heart
   A change of mood
   And saved some part

 (a) What does the ‘hemlock’ symbolise? 
 (i) Joy  (ii) Sorrow 
 (iii) Good luck  (iv) Fortune 

 (b) Who shook the dust of snow?
 (i) Crow  (ii) Poet 
 (iii) Pigeon  (iv) Monkey 

 (c) Dust of snow refers to the particulate matter of snow that settles on surfaces after:
 (i) rainfall  (ii) storm 
 (iii) snowfall (iv) cyclone 

 (d) The poet did not waste his time in:
 (i) regretting (ii) repenting 
 (iii) celebrating (iv) both (i) and (ii)

 (e) The poet’s mood was changed from:
 (i) joy to sorrow (ii) joy to irritation 
 (iii) sorrow to joy (iv) sorrow to eagerness 



138 English–X: Term–1

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What is the theme of the poem ‘Dust of Snow’?
 (i)  Nature has healing and curing power. 
 (ii) Small events in a person’s life can have a larger significance. 
 (iii) One should hope for the best even in the worst situations. 
 (iv) All of these 

 2. The tree had snow on its:
 (i) flowers  (ii) branches 
 (iii) leaves  (iv) none of these 

 3. What does the crow symbolise?
 (i) Bad luck  (ii) Danger 
 (iii) Sorrow  (iv) Joy 

 4. What has the poet saved?
 (i) Some part of the day  (ii) Some money 
 (iii) Some poetry  (iv) Some part of a book 

 5. Which of the following poetic device has been used throughout the poem, ‘Dust of 
Snow’?

 (i) Simile (ii) Personification 
 (iii) Alliteration  (iv) Enjambment 

	 z	z	z
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2 FIRE AND ICE 
     —Robert Frost

In the poem, ‘Fire and Ice’, the poet is surmising the fate of the world – what would cause it to end. Being a 
poet, he likes the causes to the imperfections in human nature, and not just plain physics. He dwells on two 
causes that are believed to end the world – fire or ice. Here, fire is symbolic of human desire or passion, and 
ice is symbolic of hatred.

Humans have raided the planet in an attempt to satisfy their desires; we cut trees, pollute the air, water 
and land, just to get and experience the things we want. We do this without any consideration of what 
effect it will have on nature. Here, fire also symbolises base passion, or so to say sexual desire. This desire, 
although responsible for continuation of life, if not controlled, can also lead to misery and self-destruction 
(remember AIDS). Ice symbolises the hatred that arises out of rational thinking. Humans, in their bid to 
know things and gain power, become so impervious to love and kindness, that they end up fighting with 
each other. This has been evident in the wars that have been fought throughout human history.

Robert Lee Frost was born on 26 March, 1874 in San Francisco, United States. He was an American poet. His 
work was initially published in England before it was published in America. He was admired for his depictions 
of the rural life of New England, his command of American colloquial speech, and his realistic verse portraying 
ordinary people in everyday situations. He died on 29 January, 1963 in Boston, United States.

Summary
In this poem, the poet talks about the two different beliefs regarding the end of this world. He 
says that he is in the favour of those who say this world will end in fire as he has seen the effect 
and result of uncontrolled and unending desires. He finds the human desires same as fire in its 
nature. On the other hand, the second belief tells that ice is sufficient for destroying this world 
and the poet compares the nature of ice with hatred. As ice can make a part of body numb with 
its prolonged contact like hatred, it can also give numbness to our mind and thoughts, and 
make us insensitive and cruel.
The poet brings us into the middle of an argument between people who think the world will 
come to a fiery end and people who think the world will freeze. He could be talking about the 
literal end of the world, but he’s also talking about the power that human beings have to harm 
or ‘destroy’ one another.
The poet’s experience with romantic desire has taught him that passionate or ‘hot’ emotions 
like love and lust would probably have the power to turn the earth into a big fireball. But he has 
also experienced the other extreme, and he knows that colder emotions like hate have great 
destructive power. Love gets all the publicity, but hate is the silent killer. It may not have the 
same grandeur as the fireball ending, but it’ll do the trick.

poem
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Explanation of the Poem

 1.	 	 Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire
   Some say in ice.
 Exp- Here, the ‘end of the world’ could mean doom or the Apocalypse, as stated in religious 

texts like the Bible. It could be a celestial happening, as stated by the astronomer, 
mentioned earlier. It could also be a natural calamity happening on earth itself; 
volcanoes, or forest fires, or the Ice Age.

  It could also mean man-made destruction of the world because of man’s greed or 
animosity, leading to global warming or nuclear war. It also points to the collapsing of 
the world around a person because of his mistakes, owing to similar reasons.

  The poet has demarcated the reason of this destruction into two major schools of 
thought— one in favour of fire, and the other in favour of ice.

 2.	 	 From	what	I’ve	tasted	of	desire
	 	 	 I	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire.
   But if it had to perish twice,
 Exp- The poet knows what it means to have desires. From his knowledge and experience 

of this feeling, and the havoc it can cause to a person if done in excess, he agrees that 
desire can be a cause of destruction. Fire is used in reference to the animal tendencies in 
us. All these emotions are associated with hotness. Here, desire could mean ambitions, 
aspirations, gluttony, greed, lust, etc. We commit mistakes, or so to say, sins, in running 
after our desires. We do not see that it can harm other people, animals, plants or nature, 
if we blindly go after it. Excessive emphasis on desires is what keeps us from experiencing 
pure joy and bliss.

 3.  I think I know enough of hate
   To say that for destruction ice

Is also great
 Exp- The poet has also experienced negative feelings like hatred himself, and also in people 

around him. He is owning up to have this feeling himself, so we can also say that he 
is being very honest with us. Hatred is taken to be an ice-cold emotion. It could also 
be that he has received this emotion from someone, and knows what wrong it can do. 
When you become selfish and think only about yourself, you don’t care about anybody 
else.

  Let us understand, why he has associated hatred with ice, and also why destruction by 
ice is following destruction by fire. You have a fit of rage which is a hot feeling, then it 
keeps smoldering inside you, and finally you become impervious to love. You become 
indifferent, uncaring, and devoid of positive feelings. Thus, hatred destroys the very 
humanity in you. If love is lost, everything is lost, and this is a great recipe for an 
impending disaster.

 4.	 	 And	would	suffice.
 Exp- This line lingers in the mind and makes your hair stand on their ends. It frightens you, 

and makes you shudder to think that the very inadequacies and imperfections in human 
nature could boomerang on us and lead to our destruction.
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   This poem makes us think deeper about our negativity. It propels us towards 
introspection. What we can learn from it, is that, we should strive to keep human 
values alive. We should keep our desires and hatred in check. Desires can be 
controlled by being satisfied and happy with what one has. Love for all living beings 
and nature can be an antidote for the venom of hatred.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-based Questions (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.      
 1.	 	 Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire
   Some say in ice.
	 	 	 From	what	I’ve	tasted	of	desire
	 	 	 I	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire.
  (a) According to the poet, the world will end in:

  (i) ice  (ii) fire 
  (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these 

  (b) What does ‘desire’ mean here?
  (i) Man’s passion  (ii) Man’s greediness 
  (iii) Man’s violence (iv) Both (i) and (iii)

  (c) Identify the poet of the above stanza. 
  (i) Robert Frost  (ii) William Cowper 
  (iii) Ben Johnson (iv) William Blake 

Rhyme scheme
The rhyme scheme is: aba abc bcb with ice repeated twice and also contained within twice/suffice. This 
clever twist on the rhyme means that the initial opening fire gradually fades as the poem progresses, with 
ice taking over.

Metaphor
In the poem, ‘fire’ and ‘ice’ are metaphors for ‘desire’ and ‘hate’. In the third line of the poem, the poet has 
simply implied metaphor in ‘to taste desire’. Frost compares desire to food; some thing which can be tasted. 

Antithesis
Fire is the antithesis of ice.

Symbolism
The poem is all about the two symbols of fire and ice. When the poet associates fire with desire and ice with 
hate, we know that fire and ice are symbols of human behaviours and emotions.

Enjambment
Fire and ice are two destructive elements that can lead to the destruction of this world. This poetic device is 
used in the last three lines of the poem.
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  (d) What is the rhyme scheme of this stanza?
  (i) abcd  (ii) abaa 
  (iii) abbc (iv) aabb

  (e) From which poem the above lines have been taken?
  (i) Dust of Snow (ii) Amanda 
  (iii) Fire and Ice  (iv) Animals 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(i), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iii)

 2.  But if it had to perish twice.
   I think I know enough of hate
   To say that for destruction ice
   Is also great
	 	 	 And	would	suffice.
  (a) What does ‘it’ refer to here?

  (i) Fire  (ii) Ice 
  (iii) World  (iv) Poet 

  (b) What does the ‘ice’ symbolise?
  (i) Happiness  (ii) Freshness 
  (iii) Hatred  (iv) Passion 

  (c) The main idea of the above lines is that: 
  (i) Love can destroy the world
  (ii) Hatred can destroy the world
  (iii) Human’s desire can destroy the world 
  (iv) Corruption in the world will destroy everything 

  (d) What is the rhyme scheme of this stanza?
  (i) ababa  (ii) abbaa
  (iii) abacb  (iv) aabbc 

  (e) The world will perish:
  (i) once  (ii) thrice 
  (iii) twice (iv) never 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(ii), (d)—(i), (e)—(iii)

 3.	 	 Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire,	
   Some say in ice. 
	 	 	 From	what	I’ve	tasted	of	desire
	 	 	 I	hold	with	those	who	favor	fire.	
   But if it had to perish twice, 
   I think I know enough of hate 
   To say that for destruction ice 
   Is also great 
	 	 	 And	would	suffice.		 (CBSE Question Bank)
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  (a)  Choose the CORRECT statement about the given poem. 
  (i) Fire and Ice are images – they help the readers visualize the power of nature 

over man. 
  (ii) Fire and Ice are symbols – not of natural disasters, but of humanity’s ability to 

create disasters of its own. 
  (iii) Fire and Ice are elements – not of nature but man-made and possess the ability 

to create havoc for mankind. 
  (iv) Fire and Ice are agents – they change the thinking of mankind from negative 

to positive and bring harmony. 
  (b) Select the option that correctly classifies the connotations for fire and ice, as 

suggested in the poem. 
   (1) rage       (2) violence        (3) indifferences        (4) hate      (5) greed 

  (i) Fire – (3), (4); Ice – (1), (2), (5)
  (ii) Fire – (2), (5); Ice – (1), (3), (4)
  (iii) Fire – (1), (3), (5); Ice – (2), (4)
  (iv) Fire – (1), (2), (4); Ice – (3), (5)

  (c) The poem is a ______________, put across by the poet. 
  (i) powerful warning  (ii) heart-felt apology 
  (iii) earnest appeal  (iv) vengeful threat 

  (d) The poet uses the phrasal verb – hold with. 
   Choose the option that DOES NOT indicate a valid phrasal verb. 

 

  (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
  (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)

  (e) Pick the option that is NOT TRUE about the poet according to the extract. 
  (i) The poet is inclined to believe that the world would most likely end with fire. 
  (ii) The poet heard divided opinions about the way the world would end in all 

likelihood. 
  (iii) The poet preaches love and kindness to combat the spread of hate among all. 
  (iv) The poet declares the power of ice to be as destructive as that of fire.  

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(i), (e)—(iv)

Hold

(2) back(1) off

(3) on (4) into
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Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. Why does the poet hold with those who favour fire?
 (i) Because love among people is increasing fast 
 (ii) Because hatred among people is increasing fast 
 (iii) Because the lust for material things is increasing quickly
 (iv) None of these 

 2. What will the fire do to the world, according to the poet?
 (i) It will put the world to an end. 
 (ii) It will put the world to a new beginning. 
 (iii) It will make the world developed. 
 (iv) None of these

 3. In the poem ‘Fire and Ice’, the poet has used ‘personification’ in:
 (i) fire (ii) ice
 (iii) air  (iv) both (i) and (ii)

 4. Which of the following poetic device has been used in the line ‘Some say the world 
will end in fire’?

 (i) Metaphor  (ii) Imagery 
 (iii) Alliteration  (iv) Oxymoron 

 5. Both the elements mentioned in the poem ‘Fire and Ice’ have one similarity. What is 
the similarity? 

 (i) They both are very important.
 (ii) They both are equally important for survival.
 (iii) They both can end the world. 
 (iv) All of these 

 6. What has the poet tasted in the poem ‘Fire and Ice’?
 (i) The poet has tasted the fruit juice. 
 (ii) The poet has tasted the sadness. 
 (iii) The poet has tasted the passion and pangs of love and desire.
 (iv) The poet has tasted the madness of material things. 

 7. Why is the line ‘but if it had to perish twice’ is considered to be a paradox?
 (i) Because nothing can die or end twice
 (ii) Because the desire for material things can never die 
 (iii) Because the non-living things do not perish at all 
 (iv) Because human beings should get a second chance in their life 

 8. What is ‘ice’ a symbol of?
 (i) Lust (ii) Love 
 (iii) Desire (iv) Hatred 

 9. Why do some people say that the world will end in ice?
 (i) Because love among people is increasing fast
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 (ii) Because hatred among people is increasing fast
 (iii) Because lust among people is increasing fast 
 (iv) All of these 

 10. What does ‘violent desire’ refer to? 
 (i) Fire (ii) Ice
 (iii) Both of these  (iv) None of these 
Ans.   1. (iii), 2. (i), 3. (iv), 4. (ii), 5. (iii), 6. (iii), 7. (i), 8. (iv), 9. (ii), 10. (i) 

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option. 
 	 	 Some	say	the	world	will	end	in	fire	
   Some say in ice.
	 	 	 From	what	I’ve	tasted	of	desire
	 	 	 I	hold	with	those	who	favour	fire.
 (a) What does the poet favour for?
 (i) Fire  (ii) Ice 
 (iii) Water  (iv) None of these 

 (b) What is the fire symbol of?
 (i) Hatred  (ii) Endless desires 
 (iii) Anger  (iv) All of these 

 (c) Why do some people say that the world will end in fire?
 (i) Because the lust for material things is increasing 
 (ii) Because of the climate change due to global warming 
 (iii) Because people are destroying all the natural things from the environment 
 (iv) Both (ii) and (iii)

 (d) Which of the following poetic device has been used in the third line of the stanza?
 (i) Personification  (ii) Imagery 
 (iii) Alliteration  (iv) Enjambment 

 (e) Identify the poet of the above stanza. 
 (i) William Blake  (ii) Robert Burns 
 (iii) Robert Frost  (iv) John Keats

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. The poet knows enough about:
 (i) hate  (ii) love 
 (iii) world  (iv) humanity 
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 2. Why do some people say that the world will end in ice?
 (i) Because the snow is melting in Antarctica
 (ii) Because hatred among people is increasing 
 (iii) Because the world will perish twice 
 (iv) None of these 

 3. Which poetic device has been used in ‘to say that for destruction ice is also great’? 
 (i) Personification  (ii) Alliteration 
 (iii) Metaphor  (iv) Imagery 

 4. If the world is to perish twice, the poet favours:
 (i)  water  (ii) fire 
 (iii) ice (iv) both (ii) and (iii)

 5. What is the meaning of ‘suffice’?
 (i) To be enough  (ii) To achieve something 
 (iii) To destroy something  (iv) To build up something

z	z	z



147Literature Reader

Leslie Norris was a prize-winning Welsh poet and short story writer. Until 1974, he earned his living as a 
college lecturer, teacher and headmaster. From 1974, he combined full-time writing with residencies at 
academic institutions in Britain and the United States. Today, he is considered one of the most important 
Welsh writers of the post-war period. His collections of stories, including Collected Stories, and poems, 
including Collected Poems, have won many prizes, among them the Cholmondeley Poetry Prize, the David 
Higham Memorial Prize, the Katherine Mansfield Memorial Award, the AML Award, the AML Award for 
poetry and the Welsh Arts Council Senior Fiction Award.

The poet shows his readers that a tiger is better suited to live in the wild, rather than living in a zoo. In 
the wild, it can roam freely and hunt as and when it requires food. It can approach human habitation and 
intimidate its inhabitants, but will not harm them unless it is provoked. On the other hand, in the zoo, its 
radius of movement is very small, it feels like a prisoner in a jail cell, it is fed by the zoo authorities and 
so, it unlearns how to live by itself and becomes lazy. It does not appreciate humans coming to look at 
it. It cannot even sleep at night because it is angry at being caged. All in all, a tiger lives an unnatural and 
unhappy life in the zoo.

Summary
In the poem, ‘A Tiger in the Zoo’ Leslie Norris has given an appropriate description of a tiger. 
This poem contrasts a tiger in the zoo in his cage with the tiger in its natural habitat. The poem 
moves from the zoo to the jungle, and back again to the jungle. The poet sees a tiger full of 
rage but quiet, moving in his cage in a starry night. The poet feels that the tiger should have 
been moving freely in the forest and hunting at his will. But now, he is locked in a concrete cell 
behind the bars. At night, he watches stars with his brilliant eyes and longs for freedom.
In this poem, the poet shows how proud the tiger is, and as a consequence, why it should never 
by caged in zoo premises. In the wild, the tiger hunts its own food all alone and without any 
help from others of its kind. The stealthy hunting of deer at the water hole may seem cruel, but 
it is merely a survival strategy. Tigers hunt only when they need to eat. Moreover, this helps 
to keep the food chain of the forest balanced and thus, it keeps the ecosystem healthy as well.
Even when the tiger occasionally strays into human habitation, it only growls at the inhabitants, 
but does not kill them or harm them in any other way, unless it is put under extreme provocation. 
In the zoo as well, the tiger’s pride is noticeable to all. Hundreds of visitors flock to its cage 
every day, but it ignores them all, roaming about on its own. However, in the reduced space of 
the cage, it cannot move freely. That is why, the poet believes that all tigers should live in the 
wild and none in the zoo. They are not really a danger to human life, and so they should not 
be confined.

3 A TIGER IN THE ZOO 
     —Leslie Norris

poem
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Explanation of the Poem

 1.  He stalks in his vivid stripes
   The few steps of his cage,
   On pads of velvet quiet,
   In his quiet rage.
 Exp- The tiger in the zoo walks in the limited space provided to it in the cage. It takes a few 

steps. There are stripes on its body which are quite prominent (noticeable). Its paws are 
soft like velvet. No noise is produced when it walks on its ‘pads of velvet’. The tiger is 
silent but in rage (anger).

 2.  He should be lurking in shadow,
Sliding through long grass

Near the water hole
Where plump deer pass.

 Exp- Now, the poet suggests that the cage is not the proper place for the tiger. It is not its 
natural habitat. The tiger in the cage is a victim of human cruelty. Usually, tigers are 
found sitting under some bushes or long grasses near a stream or water hole. As soon 
as they see their prey like deer coming there to drink water, they slide silently through 
the grass and kill them. The poet wants to convey that this tiger should be there in the 
forest– its natural habitat.

 
 3.  He should be snarling around houses

At	the	jungle’s	edge,
Baring his white fangs, his claws,

Terrorising the village!
 Exp- The poet proceeds further giving another suggestion that the tiger should be sitting at 

the jungle’s edge in close vicinity of a village. It should be terrorising the people passing 
that way by showing its sharp teeth, baring its claws and producing low sound of anger.

 4.	 	 But	he’s	locked	in	a	concrete	cell,
   His strength behind bars,
   Stalking the length of his cage,
   Ignoring visitors.
 Exp- The poet expresses deep sympathy at the plight (unpleasant situation) of the tiger, that 

is imprisoned in a cell made of concrete (mixed material like cement, sand, small pieces 
of stone and water). He cannot come out of it because strong bars fixed at the concrete 
cell stop him. Thus, the poet says that the tiger’s strength is locked behind the bars. The 
tiger shows no interest in looking at the visitors. Rather, he keeps on stalking (walking 
in angry and proud manner) in the limited space of the cage.

 5.  He hears the last voice at night, 
The patrolling cars,

And stares with his brilliant eyes 
At the brilliant stars.
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 Exp- The poet again takes the reader to the cage where the tiger is sitting, feeling unpleasant 
and restless. He hears the sound created by the patrolling cars of the zoo authorities. He 
shows no interest in them and stares at the shining stars with his brilliant eyes.

  Thus, the poem ends up at the point where it had started.
  The poet raises a moral issue here. He intends to present a strong case against the 

cruelty on animals, which are kept in cages.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-based Questions (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.  

 1.  He stalks in his vivid stripes
   The few steps of his cage,
   On pads of velvet quiet,
   In his quiet rage.

  (a) Who is ‘he’ in the above lines?
  (i) Tiger  (ii) Poet 
  (iii) Zoo keeper  (iv) Lion 

  (b) Where is ‘he’?
  (i) In the jungle  (ii) In a small cage 
  (iii) In a circus  (iv) None of these 

  (c) In which mood is he?
  (i) He is happy.  (ii) He is sad. 
  (iii) He is angry.  (iv) He is silent. 

Rhyme scheme
Each of the five stanzas of ‘A Tiger in the Zoo’ follows the same simple rhyme scheme – ABCB.

Personification
This poetic device is used to bestow human qualities on something that is not human. In this poem, the poet 
uses the device of personification with respect to the tiger that is mentioned in the title of the poem. He 
refers to the tiger not as ‘it’ but as ‘he’.

Metaphor
 This poetic device is used when a covert comparison is made between two different things or ideas. In this 
poem, the poet uses the device of metaphor in the 3rd line of the 1st stanza, when he compares the pads of 
the tiger’s feet with velvet, since both are soft and smooth when touched.

Metonymy
This poetic device consists of the substitution of the name of an attribute or adjunct for that of the thing 
meant. In this poem, the poet uses the device of metonymy in the 2nd line of the 4th stanza. He uses the 
word ‘strength’ to mean the body of the tiger, where the entire strength of this majestic creature resides 
and which is locked up within a cage in the zoo.
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  (d) How is he walking in the cage?
  (i) Fast  (ii) Zigzag 
  (iii) Slowly  (iv) Not walking at all 

  (e) ‘Pads of velvet’ means:
  (i) tiger’s skin (ii) tiger’s whiskers 
  (iii) tiger’s soft soles  (iv) none of these 

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(iii)

 2.  He should be lurking in the shadow, 
   Sliding through long grass
   Near the water hole
   Where plump deer pass.  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) According to the extract, the poet wishes for the tiger to be ‘sliding’ through the 
foliage as this would:

  (i) assist in keeping the prey unsuspecting of the predator’s sound. 
  (ii) aid in camouflaging the presence of the predator before it rushes in. 
  (iii) help the predator pounce on the prey comfortably without getting tired. 
  (iv) support the predator’s vision as it eyes its prey. 

  (b) Which fact DOES NOT connect with the significance of the water hole for the tiger?
  (i) Many tigers chase prey into the water and holds the victim’s head under water 

until it drowns. 
  (ii) Prey feed in the water on water-lilies, and often wander into the middle of the 

water hole, where they were vulnerable and easy for the tiger to kill. 
  (iii) Prey that has quenched its thirst ensures consumption of hydrated meat for 

the tiger. 
  (iv) Chasing the panicked prey from shallow to deep water where the tiger grabs 

it. 
  (c) Pick the option that DOES NOT use ‘lurking’ correctly to fill in the blank. 

  (i) The thug was _________ in the alley late evening, for unsuspecting passers-by. 
  (ii) The hyena was ____________ in its den after a good meal. 
  (iii) The detective cautioned her team about the ___________ danger likely to 

impact the case. 
  (iv) The prejudices _____________ beneath the surface create misunderstandings.  

  (d) ‘Shadow’ here, refers to the shadow of:
  (i) the tiger  (ii) long grass 
  (iii) water hole  (iv) deer 

  (e) Pick the phrase that DOES NOT suggest that the forest in the extract is lush. 
  (i) Long grass  (ii) The water hole 
  (iii) Plump deer  (iv) Lurking in shadow

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(iii), (c)—(ii), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iv)
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 3.  He should be snarling around houses
	 	 	 At	the	jungle’s	edge,
   Baring his white fangs, his claws,
   Terrorising the village!

  (a) What is he doing?
  (i) He is sleeping.  (ii) He is terrorising villagers.
  (iii) He is hunting for food.  (iv) He is walking in the cage. 

  (b) Where are these houses situated?
  (i) At the edge of the jungle  (ii) In the jungle 
  (iii) Near the zoo  (iv) None of these 

  (c) He would terrorise the villagers by:
  (i) showing his fangs  (ii) showing his claws 
  (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these 

  (d) What is he doing around the houses? 
  (i) Snarling  (ii) Running 
  (iii) Staring  (iv) Eating 

  (e) Who does ‘he’ refer to in the stanza?
  (i) Poet  (ii) Villager 
  (iii) Tiger (iv) None of these 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iii), (d)—(i), (e)—(iii)

 4.	 	 But	he’s	locked	in	a	concrete	cell,
   His strength behind bars,
   Stalking the length of his cage,
   Ignoring visitors.

  (a) He is locked in a:
  (i) wooden cell  (ii) iron cage 
  (iii) concrete cell (iv) tent

  (b) Name the poet. 
  (i) Leslie Norris  (ii) Robert Frost 
  (iii) William Blake (iv) John Keats 

  (c) What is meant by ‘stalking the length of his cage’?
  (i) The tiger is locked in a cage. 
  (ii) The tiger is staring the people. 
  (iii) The tiger is walking from one end of the cage to another. 
  (iv) The tiger is waiting to hunt for food. 

  (d) Who is being ignored?
  (i) Visitors  (ii) Animals 
  (iii) Tiger  (iv) Poet 
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  (e) Why is the tiger kept in a cell?
  (i) So that he could not hunt  (ii) So that he could not kill villagers 
  (iii) So that he could not escape  (iv) So that he could be sold

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iii), (d)—(i), (e)—(iii)

 5.  He hears the last voice at night,
   The patrolling cars,
   And stares with his brilliant eyes
   At the brilliant stars.

  (a) What sound does the tiger hear at night?
  (i) The sound of hunting animals  (ii) The sound of traffic 
  (iii) The sound of children playing  (iv) The sound of the patrolling cars 

  (b) How do his eyes look?
  (i) Brilliant  (ii) Dull 
  (iii) Weak  (iv) Strong 

  (c) He looks at the _____________ at night. 
  (i) animals  (ii) visitors
  (iii) shining stars  (iv) poet 

  (d) Which word in the stanza means ‘looks intently’?
  (i) Patrolling (ii) Stares
  (iii) Brilliant  (iv) Hears 

  (e) Which are the rhyming words in this stanza?
  (i) stars-eyes  (ii) night-cars 
  (iii) cars-eyes  (iv) stars-cars 

 Ans. (a)—(iv), (b)—(i), (c)—(iii), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iv)
 
Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. At what does the tiger look in night?
 (i) Patrolling cars  (ii) Visitors
 (iii) Stars  (iv) All of these

 2. How do the eyes of the tiger look?
 (i) Sad (ii) Brilliant
 (iii) Dull  (iv) Tired  

 3. How does the tiger react when he sees the visitors?
 (i) He ignores them.  (ii) He gets angry. 
 (iii) He gets excited.  (iv) He gets bored.

 4.  Identify the poetic device used in the line ‘baring his white fangs, his claws’. 
 (i) Metaphor  (ii) Assonance
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 (iii) Oxymoron  (iv) Consonance

 5. What has been personified in the poem?
 (i) Tiger  (ii) Forest 
 (iii) Visitors (iv) Zoo 

 6.  What sound does the tiger hear at night?
 (i) The sound of patrolling cars  (ii) The sound of flowing river
 (iii) The sound of vehicles (iv) The sound of visitors talking 

 7. Where is the tiger’s strength locked?
 (i) Behind the jungle  (ii) Behind the bars 
 (iii) Behind his nature (iv) None of these 

 8. Which of the following describes ‘tiger in a cell’?
 (i) Locked in concrete cell (ii) Snarling around houses
 (iii) Shadow, long grass (iv) Baring his white fangs 

 9. Identify the poetic device used in the line ‘In his quiet rage’. 
 (i) Metaphor  (ii) Assonance
 (iii) Oxymoron  (iv) Consonance 

 10. The poem ‘A Tiger in the Zoo’ draws a contrast between:
 (i) animals and human beings  (ii) wild animals and domestic animals 
 (iii) tiger in the zoo and in the forest  (iv) zoo authorities and visitors 
Ans.   1. (iii), 2. (ii), 3. (i), 4. (iv), 5. (i), 6. (i), 7. (ii), 8. (i), 9. (i), 10. (iii) 

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.
   He hears the last voice at night,
   The patrolling cars,
   And stares with his brilliant eyes
   And the brilliant stars.
 (a) Who is patrolling at night?
 (i) Cars (ii) Tigers 
 (iii) Deer (iv) All of these 

 (b) How are the eyes of the tiger?
 (i) Sleepy  (ii) Brilliant 
 (iii) Sad  (iv) Dull 

 (c) What is ‘brilliant’ in the stanza?
 (i) Tiger’s eyes (ii) Stars 
 (iii) Both of these  (iv) None of these 
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 (d) He hears the voice:
 (i) in morning  (ii) at night 
 (iii) in evening  (iv) while sleeping 

 (e) At night, the tiger looks at the:
 (i) stars  (ii) sky 
 (iii) guards  (iv) wild animals 

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. By ‘ignoring visitors’, what is the poet trying to say?
 (i) That the tiger knows his power is restricted 
 (ii) That there is no use of showing rage
 (iii) That he is less terrorising because of the cage
 (iv) All of these

 2. Where should the tiger be sliding?
 (i) Water hole  (ii) Long grass 
 (iii) Zoo  (iv) Village 

 3. Who is near the water hole?
 (i) Guards  (ii) Deer 
 (iii) Tiger (iv) Poet 

 4. Why is the tiger lurking?
 (i) To attack the deer  (ii) To quench his thirst 
 (iii) To attack the villagers  (iv) To sleep in the cage 

 5. Which word from the following has been used to describe the deer in the poem?
 (i) Weak (ii) Wild 
 (iii) Plump  (iv) Young 

z	z	z
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In this poem, for the little boy, his ball is the first thing he has ever held dear. However, he has never even 
considered the possibility that he might one day lose his ball. It is only when that happens, he realises that 
it was his responsibility to keep the ball safe. The boy quickly realises that everything he will ever own will 
be his responsibility. He also realises that things will get lost from time to time, and money simply cannot 
replace them all. 

In this poem, the ball symbolises our family or friends whom we love, and the loss of the ball symbolises 
their death. As we grow older, we will become more and more accustomed to seeing our loved ones die. 
We will learn how to deal with such a loss and to move on from it as well. Death may grieve us or cause us to 
feel depressed, but sooner or later, we must overcome those feelings and start living our normal lives again.

John Berryman was born on 25 October, 1914 in McAlester, Oklahoma. He was an American poet and 
scholar. He was a major figure of the 20th century’s American poetry. He was considered as a key figure in 
the Confessional School of Poetry.

Summary
This poem is about a boy who loses a ball in the water. He is very upset. Though the ball does 
not cost too much, it gives a big shock to him. He keeps staring at the place where his ball has 
gone. The poet sees all this, but he doesn’t interfere with the boy’s ruminations. The poet 
thinks that the loss of the ball will teach the boy a lesson of accepting the loss with tolerance and 
pleasure. Everyone has to lose something or the other in this world, still they are to survive and 
fulfil their obligations. This loss makes the boy learn that gains and losses are part and parcel 
of life. One should accept them as a common matter.

Explanation of the Poem

 1.  What is the boy now, who has lost his ball,
   What, what is he to do? I saw it go
   Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
   Merrily over—there it is in the water!
 Exp- In these lines, the poet asks his readers a question. He has seen a young boy’s ball rolling 

away from him, bouncing happily on its way, and finally falling into the water. He asks 
his readers what the boy should do now.

4 THE BALL POEM 
       —John Berryman

poem
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 2.	 	 No	use	to	say	‘O	there	are	other	balls’:
	 	 	 An	ultimate	shaking	grief	fixes	the	boy
   As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down
   All his young days into the harbour where
   His ball went. I would not intrude on him;
   A dime, another ball, is worthless. Now
 Exp- In these lines, the poet thinks for a moment that he ought to console the boy who has 

lost his ball by telling him that there will be other balls just like that one which he will 
come across sooner or later. However, he understands that such false consolation will 
not make the boy feel any better. A feeling of grief has come over the boy. He stands very 
straight for some time and then starts shivering all over. He watches the ball go into the 
harbour and down in the water, and he feels that his childhood has also taken the same 
route away from him. At such a time, the poet feels that it would be wrong to go up to 
the boy and intrude on his solitude. Giving him a dime to purchase another ball will not 
hold any value for him.  

 3.  He	senses	first	responsibility
   In a world of possessions. People will take 
   Balls, balls will be lost always, little boy.
	 	 	 And	no	one	buys	a	ball	back.	Money	is	external.
 Exp- In these lines, the poet tells us that the little boy is undergoing a transformation. He is 

just now coming to the realisation that the ball was his responsibility, as many things will 
be after this. In this world, everything you own is our responsibility and you must keep 
those things safe. However, nothing you own will be yours forever. Other people will 
take away your ball, or it will get lost in some way or the other. No one will buy another 
ball for you. Money is only something you can show off, but ultimately it cannot buy you 
inner peace. Here, the ‘ball’ is a symbol for all of one’s possessions, and the poet is saying 
that we will certainly lose them one day and that they cannot be easily replaced.

 4.  He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,
   The epistemology of loss, how to stand up
   Knowing what every man must one day know
   And most know many days, how to stand up.
 Exp- In these lines, the poet says that the boy’s eyes have become filled with an awful sadness, 

but that behind all the grief, he is learning an important lesson. He is learning about the 
loss of things one considers precious. He is learning a lesson that every man must learn, 
and one that man must learn again and again. He is learning how to accept the loss and 
then move on. Suddenly, the boy is brought back to his senses after hearing the sound 
of a whistle nearby. He can no longer see the ball at all.
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Rhyme scheme
The poet does not follow any identifiable rhyme scheme in this poem.

Metaphor
This poetic device is used when a covert comparison is made between two different things or ideas. In this 
poem, the poet uses the device of metaphor in the 8th line when he compares the boy’s young days or his 
childhood with the lost ball.

Apostrophe
This poetic device is used when the poet addresses his poem to an absent audience. In this poem, the poet 
uses the device of an apostrophe in the 13th line as he directly speaks to the little boy and tells him that balls 
are always liable to get lost, but we never see the boy responding to him.

Transferred epithet
This poetic device is used when an emotion is attributed to a non-living thing after being displaced from a 
person. In this poem, the poet uses the device of transferred epithet in the 15th line, when he writes the 
phrase ‘desperate eyes’. It is not that the eyes of the boy are sad, but that the boy itself is sad and that his 
eyes are expressing that emotion on his face.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-based Questions (5 Marks each)

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.      

 1.  What is the boy now, who has lost his ball, 
   What, what is he to do? I saw it go 
   Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
   Merrily over-there it is in the water!  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a)  The extract suggests that the poet is:
  (i) an onlooker observing. 
  (ii) a parent recounting the incident. 
  (iii) the boy talking about himself. 
  (iv) imagining the incident. 

  (b) The poet seems to have indicated the merry bouncing of the ball to:
  (i) create a sense of rhythm in these lines. 
  (ii) support the happiness of the experience of playing. 
  (iii) contrast with the dejected feeling of the boy. 
  (iv) indicate the cheerful mood of the boy. 
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  (c) Choose the situation that corresponds to the emotion behind the exclamation 
mark in the poem. 

                         (1)        (2)

                         (3)        (4)
 

  (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
  (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)

  (d) The poem begins with a question. Based on your reading of the poem, the speaker:
  (i) wants the boy to answer the question. 
  (ii) expects the passersby to respond. 
  (iii) is looking for answers in a self-help book. 
  (iv) is thinking to himself. 

  (e) Alliteration is a literary device that occurs with the same letter or sound at the 
beginning of adjacent or closely connected words. 

   Pick the option that showcases an example of alliteration from the extract. 
  (i) What is the boy now  (ii) Who has lost his ball 
  (iii) I saw it go  (iv) And then/Merrily over 

 Ans. (a)—(i), (b)—(iii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(iv), (e)—(ii)

 2.	 	 An	ultimate	shaking	grief	fixes	the	boy	
   As he stands rigid, trembling staring down 
   All his young days into the harbour where 
   His ball went. I would not intrude on him;  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) The poet uses the word ‘ultimate’ to describe the boy’s reaction. Pick the meaning 
the DOES NOT display what, ‘ultimate’ means in the context given. 

  (i) Consequent  (ii) Final 
  (iii) Conclusive  (iv) Fateful 

  (b) The boy is vey young in this poem. As a mature, balanced grown-up, he might 
look back and think that his reaction of ‘ultimate shaking grief ’ was:

  (1) disproportionate to the loss. 
  (2) pretension to procure a new toy. 
  (3) according to his exposure. 
  (4) a reaction to the failure of retrieving the toy. 
  (5) justified and similar to what it would be currently. 

Hey!	 Hey!	 That’s	 no	 way	 to	
dispose off the garbage. Have 
you no community sense? 
Please put it in the bin.

I	don’t	know	where	I’ve	placed	
my ID-card. Let me check the 
bag	once	more.	Ah,	finally!

I	 knew	 it!	 I	 knew	 he’ll	 fare	
well in his auditions for ‘Young 
Chef’.	Now,	we	prepare	for	the	
semi-finals.

I’ve	 been	 trying	 to	 call	 mom	
for the past 20 minutes and 
can’t	get	through.	I	don’t	know	
how... Aarrgh! Again!
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  (i) 5 and 2  (ii) 1 and 3 
  (iii) 2 and 4  (iv) 3 and 5 

  (c) Pick the option that lists the boy’s thoughts, matching with the line – As he stands 
rigid, trembling, staring down. 

  (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
  (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4) 

  (d) Why does the speaker choose not to intrude? This is so because the poet:
  (i) knows that it would embarrass the boy in his moment of grief. 
  (ii) feels that it’s important that the boy learn an important life lesson, undisturbed. 
  (iii) realizes that he doesn’t have sufficient funds to purchase a new ball for the boy. 
  (iv) experiences a sense of distress himself, by looking at the boy’s condition. 

  (e) Choose the option that lists the meaning of ‘harbour’ as used in the extract. 
   Noun:
   (1) A place on the coast where ships may moor in shelter. 
   (2) A place of refuge. 
   Verb:
   (1) Keep (a thought or feeling, typically a negative one) in one’s mind, especially  

  secretly. 
   (2) Shelter or hide (a criminal or wanted person). 

  (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
  (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)

 Ans. (a)—(iv), (b)—(iv), (c)—(iv), (d)—(ii), (e)—(i)

 3.  I would not intrude on him;
   A dime, another ball, is worthless. Now
	 	 	 He	senses	first	responsibility
   In a world of possessions.
  (a) Who does ‘he’ refer to?

  (i) Poet  (ii) Boy 
  (iii) Boy’s father  (iv) Boy’s friend 

(1) I wonder how 
I can retrieve the 
ball. I guess I’ll 
need help.

(3) I think I can 
catch it if I run 
through this alley. 
I must cut it off 
before it falls into 
the harbour.

(2) Good riddance! 
Now I can get a 
new one. I’ve been 
waiting for a while.

(4) Oh! I’ve lost it. 
It’s gone. It’s gone 
forever. That was all 
the time I had with it. 
That time is over...
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  (b) What does the poet mean by ‘first responsibility’?
  (i) To look after his things properly 
  (ii) To not cry after losing anything 
  (iii) To be happy in every situation 
  (iv) None of these 

  (c) The boy is suffering from a sense of:
  (i) guilt  (ii) satisfaction 
  (iii) relief (iv) loss 

  (d) Money or another ball is _______________ for the boy. 
  (i) worthless  (ii) valuable 
  (iii) precious  (iv) none of these

  (e) Which word from the stanza means ‘money’?
  (i) Possession  (ii) Intrude 
  (iii) Worthless  (iv) Dime 

Ans.   (a)—(ii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iv), (d)—(i), (e)—(iv)

 4.  People will take
   Balls, balls will be lost always, little boy.
	 	 	 And	no	one	buys	a	ball	back.	Money	is	external.
  (a) What does the poet mean by ‘money is external’? 

  (i) Money should not be spent. (ii) Money is always meant to be spent. 
  (iii) Money should be spent wisely.  (iv) Money is worthless. 

  (b) _______________ cannot compensate for the sense of loss. 
  (i) Parents  (ii) Sadness 
  (iii) Money  (iv) None of these 

  (c) The poet wants to say that the loss of dear things is:
  (i) a fact of life  (ii) extraordinary 
  (iii) not normal  (iv) painful 

  (d) What is external?
  (i) Ball  (ii) Sadness 
  (iii) Money  (iv) Feelings 

  (e) Name the poet. 
  (i) William Blake  (ii) Y.B. Yeats 
  (iii) Robert Frost  (iv) John Berryman 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(i), (d)—(iii), (e)—(iv)

 5.  He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,
   The epistemology of loss, how to stand up
   Knowing what every man must one day know
   And most know many days, how to stand up.
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  (a) What is the boy learning?
  (i) That losing things is normal (ii) That we should not be attached with anything 
  (iii) To cope up with the loss  (iv) The value of money

  (b) Boy’s eyes look:
  (i) frustrated  (ii) sleepy 
  (iii) happy  (iv) desperate 

  (c) Who do you mean by ‘epistemology of loss’?
  (i) To cry over the loss
  (ii) To overcome with the loss 
  (iii) To understand the nature of loss
  (iv) None of these 

  (d) The boy is going to know the universal truth that:
  (i) almost all men lose something  (ii) they have to compromise with their loss
  (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these 

  (e) Which word from the stanza means ‘hopelessness’?
  (i) Desperate  (ii) Epistemology 
  (iii) Loss  (iv) Learning 

 Ans. (a)—(ii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(i)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. People generally comfort the boy by saying:
 (i) “You should be careful with your things.”
 (ii) “There are other balls.”
 (iii) “Go home and ask your parents to buy a new ball.”
 (iv) None of these 

 2. What does the boy stare at?
 (i) His parents (ii) The ball which has fallen in the water
 (iii) The poet (iv) The people around him 

 3. What comes to the boy’s mind, when he looks at the ball?
 (i) His parents (ii) His friends
 (iii) His young days  (iv) All of these 

 4. The boy stands ____________ staring at the ball. 
 (i) still (ii) trembling 
 (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these

 5. The ball went into the:
 (i) pool (ii) lake
 (iii) harbour (iv) well  

 6. What does ‘in the world of possessions’ mean?
 (i) Love  (ii) Lust 
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 (iii) Materialistic things  (iv) None of these 

 7. Where was the boy staring down?
 (i) The sea (ii) The harbour
 (iii) The ocean  (iv) The lake 

 8. Identify the poetic device used in ‘and no one buys a ball back.’
 (i) Metaphor  (ii) Simile 
 (iii) Alliteration  (iv) Anaphora

 9. Why does the poet decide not to console the boy?
 (i) Because the poet is busy  (ii) Because the poet is indifferent 
 (iii) Because it will be of no use (iv) Because the poet is happy 

 10. Why is money called external?
 (i) Because money is earned through hard work 
 (ii) Because money can replace the lost things but not the happiness 
 (iii) Because money is made through an artificial way 
 (iv) Because money should be spent wisely
Ans.   1. (ii), 2. (ii), 3. (iii), 4. (iii), 5. (iii), 6. (iii), 7. (ii), 8. (iii), 9. (iii), 10. (ii)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-based Question

Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option. 
	 	 	 No	use	to	say	‘O	there	are	other	balls’:
	 	 	 An	ultimate	shaking	grief	fixes	the	boy
   As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down
   All his young days into the harbour where
   His ball went.
 (a) The boy remembers his _____________ days. 
 (i) old  (ii) young
 (iii) infancy  (iv) none of these 

 (b) How does the boy feel when he loses his ball?
 (i) Confused  (ii) Shaken 
 (iii) Trembling  (iv) All of these 

 (c) Where has the boy lost his ball?
 (i) In the water  (ii) In the school 
 (iii) In the fire  (iv) At home 

 (d) Where is the boy standing?
 (i) On the beach  (ii) At the harbour 
 (iii) On the garden (iv) At his balcony 
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 (e) The boy who has lost ball is in the state of:
 (i) shock  (ii) grief 
 (iii) relief  (iv) both (i) and (ii)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What does the poet say about money in the poem?
 (i) Money is internal.  (ii) Money is external. 
 (iii) Money is useless.  (iv) All of these 

 2. How are the boy’s eyes described in ‘The Ball Poem’?
 (i) Brilliant  (ii) Dull 
 (iii) Desperate  (iv) Happy 

 3. What meaning is the boy learning?
 (i) Meaning of loss  (ii) Meaning of life 
 (iii) Meaning of playing  (iv) Meaning of happiness 

 4. Who is the poet of ‘The Ball Poem’?
 (i) Carolyn Wells  (ii) John Berryman 
 (iii) Leslie Norris  (iv) Robin Klein 

 5. What does the boy feel when he loses his ball?
 (i) Confused  (ii) Shaken 
 (iii) Trembling  (iv) All of these

	 z	z	z
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Summary
Tricki was a small dog. His mistress, Pumphrey pampered him very much. She overfed him. 
She gave him food, rich with fats. Tricki never refused food anytime. He was always greedy for 
food. He liked cream cakes and biscuits very much. Mrs Pumphrey gave him cod-liver oil and 
Horlicks. She also gave him wine to drink.
This all made Tricki look like a bloated sausage. He became very lazy. He became uninterested 
in things. He kept lying all day on the carpet. He had some bouts of vomiting. Mrs Pumphrey  
thought that he was seriously ill. She called Mr James Herriot who was a vet surgeon.
Mr Herriot had already expected this to happen as he knew that Tricki was suffering because 
of overeating. He had already made his plans. He took a firm line and said that Tricki must be 
admitted in the hospital for a fortnight. This suggestion made Mrs Pumphrey almost swooned. 
She thought that Tricki could not live even a single day without seeing his mistress. But  
Mr Herriot wrapped him in a blanket, took him out of the house and put him in his car.
The departure of Tricki was very pathetic. All the house was aroused. The maids were putting 
Tricki’s things in the car. Everyone was in tears. The doctor took the dog away in his car to the 
surgery.
When Mr Herriot reached his home, the household dogs surrounded him. They sniffed Tricki 
and showed no interest in him. Till two days, Herriot did not give him anything to eat. He gave 
him a lot of water to drink. Then, the doctor started giving him some light food. He gave him 
no medicine. After two days, Tricki had started taking interest in his surroundings.

James Alfred ‘Alf’ Wight, known by the pen name James Herriot, was born on 3 October, 1916 in Sunderland, 
United Kingdom. He was a British veterinary surgeon and writer, who used his many years of experience as 
a veterinary surgeon to write a series of books, each consisting of stories about animals and their owners. 
He died on 23 February, 1995 in Thirlby,  United Kingdom.

About the Author

‘A Triumph of Surgery’ is a simple story with simple subject which has much significance for our life.
This chapter tells us how a rich lady pampers her dog and makes it very lazy. Her overfeeding the dog 
makes it fat and ill. The narrator, who is a doctor, understands the dog’s lethargy and treats it at his clinic. 
The dog becomes active and the lady takes him back home. Parents often pamper their kids by giving them 
excessive and variety of meals. Because of this, they become overweight and spoilt. Parents just try to meet 
every demand of the kid and fail to give them exercise for their body and mind.

A TRIUMPH OF SURGERY 
         —James Herriot
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He mixed up with other dogs. He enjoyed being rolled over. He became a member of the 
gang. At home, he had almost no exercise but at the surgery, he had a lot of exercises and fun. 
Controlled diet and activities made him active.

Mrs Pumphrey remained anxious about Tricki’s health. The doctor told him that he was better 
and was convalescing. This made her think that he had gone through some surgery. So, she 
sent two dozens of fresh round eggs, wine and brandy for him daily, so that he might recover 
soon. But the doctor did not give those things to him because he really did not need this type of 
diet. The doctor and his partners enjoyed those eggs, wine and brandy. After a fortnight, Mrs 
Pumphrey came to collect Tricki. She was tense and worried. She did not hope that he was all 
right. But when the doctor brought Tricki, he jumped at once into Mrs Pumphrey’s arms. She 
was surprised to see all this. She said that it was a ‘Victory of Surgery.’

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions (5 Marks each)

 Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

 1. They were days of deep content, starting well with the extra egg in the morning, 
improved and sustained by the midday wine and finishing luxuriously round the fire 
with brandy. It was a temptation to keep Tricki on as a permanent guest, but I knew Mrs 
Pumphrey was suffering and after fortnight, felt compelled to phone and tell her that 
the little dog had recovered and was awaiting collection.   

  (a) Mr Herriot would start well with the ________________ in the morning. 
   (i) milk (ii) brandy 
   (iii) extra egg  (iv) sandwich 

  (b) It was a temptation to:
   (i) have fun with Mrs Pumphrey
   (ii) to keep Tricki on as a permanent guest 
   (iii) to start the day with brandy
   (iv) none of these 

  (c) Mr Herriot felt compelled to:
   (i) play with Tricki  (ii) take Tricki along with him 
   (iii) tell Mr Pumphrey that the little dog has recovered
   (iv) let Mr Pumphrey suffer 

  (d) Which of the following is not true?
   (i) These days were the days of deep content. 
   (ii) Mr Herriot did not know that Mrs Pumphrey was suffering. 
   (iii) He would finish luxuriously round the fire with brandy. 
   (iv) It was a temptation to keep Tricki. 

  (e) Which word means the same as ‘the desire to do something’?
   (i) Temptation  (ii) Suffering 
   (iii) Permanent  (iv) Sustained 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iii), (d)—(ii), (e)—(i) 
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 2. Tears shone in her eyes. Her lips trembled. “Oh, Mr Herriot,” she cried, “how can I ever 
thank you? This is a triumph of surgery!”

  (a) Her ____________ trembled. 
   (i) eyes  (ii) hands 
   (iii) lips  (iv) legs 

  (b) Why were tears in her eyes?
   (i) Because she was very happy (ii) Because she was sentimental 
   (iii) Both (i) and (ii) (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)

  (c) “This is a triumph of surgery!” Who said this? 
   (i) Mrs Pumphrey  (ii) Mr Herriot 
   (iii) Maids  (iv) None of these 

  (d) For what was Mrs Pumphrey thanking?
   (i) For recovering Tricki  (ii) For making Tricki weak 
   (iii) For letting Tricki stay away  (iv) For giving Tricki only water 

  (e) Which word means the same as ‘great victory’?
   (i) Trembled  (ii) Shone 
   (iii) Triumph  (iv) Surgery 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(i), (d)—(i), (e)—(iii)

 3. The entire staff was roused and maids rushed in and out bringing his day bed, his night 
bed, favourite cushions, toys and rubber rings, breakfast bowl, lunch bowl, supper bowl. 
Realising that my car would never hold all the stuff, I started to drive away. As I moved 
off, Mrs Pumphrey, with a despairing cry, threw an armful of the little coats through the 
window. I looked in the mirror before I turned the corner of the drive; everybody was 
in tears. Out on the road, I glanced down at the pathetic little animal gasping on the 
seat by my side. I patted the head and Tricki made a brave effort to wag his tail. “Poor 
old lad,” I said. “You haven’t a kick in you but I think I know a cure for you.”     
  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) What might the atmosphere of the household in the above extract signify?
   (i) Mrs Pumphrey’s status in society reflected in Tricki’s lifestyle. 
   (ii) The staff ’s love for Tricki, which matched that of Mrs Pumphrey. 
   (iii) The grand life of comforts and luxuries that Tricki enjoyed. 
   (iv) Mrs Pumphrey’s indulgence and anxiety acted upon by the staff. 
  (b) Given below are emoticons reflecting various expressions and reactions. Choose 

the option that correctly describes the narrator’s mindset in the given extract. 

                    (1)                       (2)                      (3)                         (4)                       (5)
   (i) Options (1) and (3) (ii) Options (2) and (4)
   (iii) Options (3) and (5) (iv) Options (2) and (5)
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  (c) Given below are some well-known quotes shared by the staff to console Mrs 
Pumphrey, after Tricki’s departure. 

   Choose the option that correctly identifies the quote that IS NOT appropriate to 
the consolation offered.  

   (1) “Once you choose hope, anything is possible” – Christopher Reeve 
   (2) “There is a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in” – Leonard Cohen 
   (3) “We grow fearless by walking into our fears” – Robin Sharma 
   (4) “Mostly it is loss which teaches us about the worth of things” – Arthur 

Schopenhauer 
   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
  (d) As the extract indicates, Mrs Pumphrey indulged Tricki and bought him many 

things. Choose the option that best describes the kinds of advertisement/s that 
seem likely to persuade Mrs Pumphrey to buy something for Tricki. 

   (1) Statistics Appeal – Such advertisements use facts and data to convince consumers 
to buy products. 

   (2) Scarcity Appeal – Such advertisements create a feeling of exclusivity and are 
often used to convince people to take advantage of a sale or limited period 
offer.

   (3) Personal Appeal – Such advertisements focus on evoking emotions to convince 
consumers and often relate to family or other inter-personal interactions. 

   (4) Fear Appeal – Such advertisements focus on inspiring some kind of fear to 
convince consumers to take action in order to avoid certain negative or 
undesirable consequences. 

   (i) Options (1), (2) and (4) (ii) Options (3) and (4)
   (iii) Options (1), (3) and (4) (iv) Option (2) 
  (e) The narrator describes Tricki as a “pathetic little animal”. The use of the word 

‘pathetic’ indicates that the narrator:
   (i) was very fond of Tricki.
   (ii) thought Tricki was contemptible.
   (iii) pitied Tricki’s condition. 
   (iv) believed Tricki’s health was deteriorating. 

 Ans. (a)—(iv), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iii)

 4. He discovered the joys of being bowled over, tramped on and squashed every few 
minutes. He became an accepted member of the gang, an unlikely, silky little object 
among the shaggy crew, fighting like a tiger for his share at mealtimes and hunting rats 
in the old henhouse at night. He had never had such a time in his life. All the while, Mrs 
Pumphrey hovered anxiously in the background, ringing a dozen times a day for the 
latest bulletins.   (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) Read the following statements, each of which describes the gist of the given 
extract. Select the option that captures the essence of the extract correctly. 

   Statement 1 – It highlights the kind of comforts and luxuries that Tricki was used 
to at home. 
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   Statement 2 – It brings out a contrast between Tricki and Mrs Pumphrey’s state of 
being. 

   Statement 3 – It reflects that Tricki was happier at the surgery, and loved being with 
other dogs. 

   Statement 4 – It shows Tricki’s journey with his peers at the surgery, and documents 
his recovery. 

   (i) Statements (1) and (2) (ii) Statements (3) and (4)
   (iii) Statements (1) and (3) (iv) Statements (2) and (4) 
  (b) What does the reference to Tricki as a “sky little object” signify?
   (i) Tricki was a very small and rather pampered dog. 
   (ii) Tricki was comfortably attired in fine silks and warm coats. 
   (iii) Unlike the other dogs, Tricki had lived in the lap of luxury with care and 

grooming. 
   (iv) The narrator’s mockery of Tricki’s life and treatment with Mrs Pumphrey.  
  (c) Why does the narrator describe being “tramped on and squashed” as joys?
   (i) To suggest the irony about the strange ways of dogs. 
   (ii) To mention the simple pleasures of canine life. 
   (iii) To compare it to Tricki’s earlier play-time at the house. 
   (iv) To direct attention towards Tricki’s successful recovery.
  (d) “All the while, Mrs Pumphrey hovered anxiously in the background”.  
   Given below are different types of pet parenting styles described in Country 

Living, an e-magazine. Choose the option that best reflects the kind of pet owner 
Mrs Pumphrey was. 

  (1) Traffic Light pet owners have a healthy balance of rules and freedom, and give 
clear and consistent signals for ‘yes’ and ‘no’. 

  (2) Entranced pet owners have the best intentions, but as soon as their pet locks eyes 
with them and gives their command, they are at their pet’s back and call. 

  (3) The Goose pet owners go all-out in protecting their pet. They often limit their 
time away from their pet, especially puppies. 

  (4) The Baggage Handler pet owners love being close to their pets and going on 
adventures together. They are always mindful of the pet’s comfort and security.  

   (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2)
   (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4) 
  (e) Pick the option that reveals Tricki’s characteristics in the context of ‘fighting like 

a tiger for his share at mealtimes and hunting rats in the old henhouse at night.’ 
   (1) selfish  (2) happy 
   (3) greedy  (4) confident 
   (5) sturdy  (6) cruel 
   (i) (2), (4), and (5) (ii) Only (2)
   (iii) (1) and (5) (iv) (3), (4), and (6) 

 Ans. (a)—(iv), (b)—(iii), (c)—(ii), (d)—(ii), (e)—(i)
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Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What was the condition of Tricki when Dr Herriot saw him in the street?
 (i) He looked like a bloated sausage. 
 (ii) His eyes were bloodshot and rheumy. 
 (iii) His tongue lolled from his jaws. 
 (iv) All of these 

 2. Mrs Pumphrey thought Tricki was suffering from:
 (i) obesity  (ii) infection
 (iii) malnutrition  (iv) diarrhea 

 3. What was given at night to make Tricki sleep?
 (i) Cod-liver oil  (ii) Bowl of Horlicks 
 (iii) Chocolates (iv) Cream cakes  

 4. Tricki’s only fault was his:
 (i) greed  (ii) weight 
 (iii) taste buds  (iv) breed 

 5. Who would you blame for Tricki’s illness?
 (i) Tricki himself  (ii) Dr Herriot 
 (iii) Mrs Pumphrey  (iv) Mrs Pumphrey’s maids 

 6. Which of the following word best describes Dr Herriot?
 (i) Tactful  (ii) Over-doing 
 (iii) Careless (iv) Irrational  

 7. What does the narrator refer to Tricki as, in the group of other dogs?
 (i) Silky little object  (ii) Shaggy little object 
 (iii) Both of these  (iv) None of these 

 8. Mr Herriot suggested to keep Tricki under observation for ____________ days. 
 (i) three  (ii) fifteen 
 (iii) five  (iv) twenty 

 9. Tricki was wrapped in a ____________ while sending to the hospital.
 (i) towel  (ii) coat 
 (iii) blanket  (iv) plastic sheet 

 10. For the first two days, Mr Herriot kept Tricki just on:
 (i) soup  (ii) fruits 
 (iii) juice  (iv) water 
Ans.   1. (iv), 2. (iii), 3. (ii), 4. (i), 5. (iii), 6. (i), 7. (i), 8. (ii), 9. (iii), 10. (iv)
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SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

 Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option. 
They were days of deep content, starting well with the extra egg in the morning, improved and 
sustained by the midday wine and finishing luxuriously round the fire with the brandy. 
 (a) They were days of deep:
 (i) content  (ii) sorrow 
 (iii) satisfaction (iv) hunger 

 (b) He would start well with an extra egg in the:
 (i) evening  (ii) morning 
 (iii) afternoon  (iv) night 

 (c) He would have ____________ in the midday. 
 (i) wine (ii) brandy 
 (iii) milk  (iv) juice 

 (d) He would finish luxuriously round the ___________ with the brandy. 
 (i) fire (ii) table 
 (iii) tree  (iv) fountain 

 (e) Which word means the same as ‘peaceful happiness’?
 (i) improved  (ii) sustained 
 (iii) luxuriously  (iv) content 

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. At night, Tricki used to hunt __________ with his other fellow dogs.
 (i) rats  (ii)  cats 
 (iii) birds  (iv) insects 

 2. In ___________ weeks, Tricki was transformed into a hard-muscled animal. 
 (i) two (ii) three
 (iii) four  (iv) seven 

 3. “I think I know a cure for you.” What is the ‘cure’?
 (i) Controlling Tricki’s diet  (ii) Giving him a surgery 
 (iii) Giving injections  (iv) Keeping under observation

 4. The dogs at the clinic took no interest in Tricki because he was:
 (i) dull and boring  (ii) not of their race 
 (iii) of small size (iv) more powerful than them 

 5. The maids were rushing in and out to bring Tricki’s:
 (i) night bed  (ii) favourite cushions 
 (iii) toys and rubber rings (iv) all of these 

z z z
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2

Ruskin Bond was born on 19 May, 1934 in Kasauli. He is an Indian author of British descent. He lives with his 
adopted family in Landour, Mussoorie, India. The Indian Council for Child Education has recognised his role 
in the growth of children’s literature in India.

About the Author

‘The Thief’s Story’ tells us how love and kindness can change a thief or a criminal. This story tells how a thief 
was changed into a good man. Apart from this, the story covers the theme of aspirations, trust, betrayal, 
friendship, guilt and honesty. The story also highlights the importance of learning and education, and the 
consequences of its deficit.

Summary
Hari Singh was a young boy of fifteen. But he was a thief and a cheat. At a wrestling match, he 
came across Anil. He won Anil’s confidence and came to his house as a servant.
Anil was a writer and did not earn much. So, Hari Singh agreed to work for him only for food. 
Hari Singh did not know how to cook. The first meal which he cooked for Anil was so bad that 
Anil threw it to the dogs. But Hari’s appealing smile made Anil give up his decision to turn him 
out.
Hari Singh did odd jobs for Anil. In the morning, he made tea and then brought the day’s 
supplies from the market. Often he made a profit of a rupee in a day out of these purchases.
Anil had no regular income. He earned something by writing articles and stories for magazines. 
But one day, Anil came home with a bundle of notes. He told Hari that he had earned six 
hundred rupees by selling one of his books. Hari’s mouth watered at the sight of money. He 
decided to steal that money. Anil kept the bundle under his mattress and went to sleep.
Now, Hari Singh went into the room and silently took the money from under the mattress. He 
went to the railway station to catch the train to Lucknow. But he missed the train and walked 
in the bazaars. Soon, it started raining and Hari was drenched completely.
Then, Hari Singh remembered Anil. He imagined how sad Anil would be on finding the money 
stolen. Hari remembered that Anil used to teach him. He thought that without education, he 
would remain a thief. But education might make him a big man. So, he decided to return and 
place the money under the mattress. He reached home and silently put the money back. 
The next morning, Anil gave Hari a 50 rupee note. The note was still wet. Hari thought that his 
crime had been discovered. But Anil told him that he had earned something. Now, he would 
pay Hari Singh regularly.

THE THIEF’S STORY 
         —Ruskin Bond
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions (5 Marks each)

 Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.         

 1. Well, it’s time I did some real work, I told myself; I’m out of practice. And if I don’t take 
the money, he’ll only waste it on his friends. After all, he doesn’t even pay me.

  (a) What is referred to as ‘real work’?

   (i) Writing articles  (ii) Cooking 
   (iii) Cleaning  (iv) Stealing 
  (b) What will he waste on his friends?

   (i) Time  (ii) Money 
   (iii) Food  (iv) All of these 
  (c) Hari wants to steal Anil’s money because:

   (i) he has to pay his debt 
   (ii) he has not stolen anything for a long time 
   (iii) the money belongs to him 
   (iv) none of these 
  (d) Anil is a ___________________ man. 

   (i) careful  (ii) alcoholic 
   (iii) careless (iv) hardworking 
  (e) Which word is the antonym of ‘useful’?

   (i) Waste  (ii) Pay 
   (iii) Take  (iv) Practice 

 Ans.  (a)—(iv), (b)—(ii), (c)—(ii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(i)

  2. I had forgotten about them in the excitement of the theft. Whole sentences, I knew, 
could one day bring me more than a few hundred rupees. It was a simple matter to 
steal – and sometimes just as simple to be caught. But to be a really big man, a clever 
and respected man, was something else. I should go back to Anil, I told myself, if only 
to learn to read and write. 

  (a) Anil taught Hari Singh to:

   (i) cook food  (ii) ride a bicycle  
   (iii) write his name  (iv) steal money 
  (b) In his excitement of the theft, he forgot:

   (i) to take his clothes  (ii) about his education 
   (iii) to lock the door  (iv) to cook food for Anil 
  (c) He realised that education could give him:

   (i) respect  (ii) money 
   (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these 



173Literature Reader

  (d) He went back to Anil:

   (i) to confess his mistake  (ii) to give the money and leave 
   (iii) to read and write (iv) to thank him 
  (e) Which word means the same as ‘smart’?
   (i) Respected  (ii) Clever 
   (iii) Simple  (iv) Big 

 Ans.  (a)—(iii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(ii)

 3.  Anil was watching a wrestling match when I approached him. He was about 25 – a 
tall, lean fellow – and he looked easy-going, kind and simple enough for my purpose. I 
hadn’t had much luck of late and thought I might be able to get into the young man’s 
confidence. 

  “You look a bit of a wrestler yourself,” I said. A little flattery helps in making friends.    
  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) According to the extract, the young boy was watching the wrestling match  because 
he:

   (i) had been invited there by the wrestlers. 
   (ii) was supposed to meet someone there. 
   (iii) was looking for simple people to dupe. 
   (iv) loved wrestling and followed it very closely. 
  (b) ‘I hadn’t had much luck of late’ means that the boy hadn’t: 
   (i) ever conned people successfully. 
   (ii) been successful in duping people lately. 
   (iii) understood the consequences of thievery till date. 
   (iv) considered the role of fate in deceiving others. 
  (c) ‘I might be able to get into the young man’s confidence.’ Choose the option that 

DOES NOT display what the statement means. 
   (i) He wanted to win his trust. 
   (ii) He wanted him to share his thoughts without caution. 
   (iii) He wanted him to feel comfortable revealing more details about himself. 
   (iv) He wanted to be able to spend quality time with him. 
  (d) Anil looked easy-going, kind and simple to the narrator. Which of the given 

characteristics would NOT fit in this description?
   (i) Compassionate  (ii) Suave 
   (iii) Uncomplicated  (iv) Carefree 
  (e) Based on the line, “A little flattery helps in making friends”, choose the option 

that displays the quote closest in meaning. 
   (i) Imitation is the best form of flattery; people generally understand that my 

comedy is not intended to hurt anybody. 
   (ii) I know imitation is the highest form of flattery, but stealing one’s identity is 

totally different. 
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   (iii) Nothing is so great an example of bad manners as flattery. If you flatter all the 
company, you please none; If you flatter only one or two, you offend the rest. 

   (iv) One may define flattery as a base companionship which is most advantageous 
to the flatterer. 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iv), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iv)

 4. I think he knew I made a little money this way but he did not seem to mind. Anil made 
money by fits and starts. He would borrow one week, lend the next. He kept worrying 
about his next cheque, but as soon as it arrived, he would go out and celebrate. It seems 
he wrote for magazines – a queer way to make a living. (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) Anil made money ‘by fits and starts’ means that he:
   (i) deemed it fit to start investing money.
   (ii) started earning money in the recent past. 
   (iii) received money intermittently. 
   (iv) put his money to use frequently. 
  (b) The information in the extract suggests that Anil could be a:
   (i) salaried professional (ii)  freelancer 
   (iii) businessman  (iv) volunteer 
  (c) If borrow : : lend, then pick the ODD pair from the options below. 
   (i) give : : take  (ii) lose : : find 
   (iii) hop : : skip  (iv) buy : : sell 
  (d) The reference to making a little money ‘this way’ refers to a way that is viewed by 

most people as:
   (i) sensible  (ii) inappropriate 
   (iii) charitable (iv) aggressive 
  (e) Based on your understanding of Anil in the extract, choose the option that 

synchronises with his thinking. 
   (i) So what if I don’t have much money? Giving it to that person is important as 

they could do with a helping hand. 
   (ii) I better learn how to protect my money. I think I’m being looted. 
   (iii) I earn money with such tremendous effort. Where does it all go? 
   (iv) When I become rich. I can begin to help friends then. Right now, I will spend 

only on myself. 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(ii), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iii), (e)—(i)

 5. “Hari Singh,” I lied. I took a new name every month. That kept me ahead of the police 
and my former employers. After this introduction, Anil talked about the well-oiled 
wrestlers who were grunting, lifting and throwing each other about. 

  (a) Hari Singh often changed his name every:
   (i) day  (ii) year 
   (iii) week (iv) month 
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  (b) He often changed his name to:
   (i) avoid his friends  (ii) avoid being caught by police
   (iii) avoid his former employees (iv) both (ii) and (iii)
  (c) Hari Singh found Anil to be:
   (i) kind  (ii) simple 
   (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these 
  (d) Hari Singh was an experienced:
   (i) salesman (ii) thief
   (iii) cook  (iv) none of these 
  (e) Which word from the following means the same as ‘forward’?
   (i) Every  (ii) Former 
   (iii) After  (iv) Ahead 
 Ans. (a) (iv), (b) (iv), (c) (iii), (d) (ii), (e) (iv)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What was the name of the shop above which Anil lived?
 (i) Laddu Sweet Shop  (ii) Bengali Sweet Shop
 (iii) Jamun Sweet Shop  (iv) Jumna Sweet Shop 

 2. How, according to the narrator, would Anil feel upon finding out about the robbery?
 (i) Angry  (ii) Frightened 
 (iii) Sad  (iv) Excited 

 3. According to Hari Singh, who is easier to rob?
 (i) A careless man (ii) A greedy man 
 (iii) A trusting man  (iv) None of these 

 4. What did Anil promise Hari Singh to teach?
 (i) To cook  (ii) To write his name 
 (iii) To write full sentences  (iv) All of these 

 5. How was the meal cooked by Hari Singh?
 (i) Delicious (ii) Moth-watering 
 (iii) Finger-licking good  (iv) Terrible 

 6. How often did the thief change his name?
 (i) Every day  (ii) Every week 
 (iii) Every month  (iv) Every year 

 7. How old was Hari Singh?
 (i) 10 years (ii) 15 years 
 (iii) 16 years  (iv) 20 years 

 8. What was Anil doing when the thief boy met him?
 (i) He was writing an article.  (ii) He was watching a match. 
 (iii) He was playing cricket.  (iv) He was walking on the road. 
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 9. What did the boy ask Anil when he first met him?
 (i) To give him some money  (ii) To employ him 
 (iii) To feed him  (iv) To tell him the way 

 10. What did Anil do with the money when he received a cheque?
 (i) He deposited it in his bank account.  (ii) He bought a few household things. 
 (iii) He went out to celebrate.  (iv) He paid salary to Hari Singh. 
Ans.   1. (iv), 2. (i), 3. (i), 4. (ii), 5. (iv), 6. (iii), 7. (ii), 8. (ii), 9. (ii), 10. (iii)

SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

 Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.

When the train had gone, I found myself standing alone on the deserted platform. I had no 
idea where to spend the night. I had no friends, believing that friends were more trouble than 
help. And I did not want to make anyone curious by staying at one of the small hotels near the 
station.  
 (a) Hari Singh was standing alone:
 (i) in the middle of a road  (ii) under Anil’s house 
 (iii) on the deserted platform  (iv) beside Anil’s bed 

 (b) Who were more trouble than help?
 (i) Police  (ii) Friends 
 (iii) Family  (iv) Hotel owners 

 (c) He did not want to make anyone curious by:
 (i) staying at one of the small hotels 
 (ii) standing alone on the deserted platform 
 (iii) stealing money from Anil 
 (iv) boarding the train 

 (d) Hari Singh had no idea:
 (i) what to steal  (ii) what to do 
 (iii) where to spend the night  (iv) how to reach the hotel 

 (e) Which word from the following means the same as ‘problem’?
 (i) Deserted  (ii) Curious 
 (iii) Idea  (iv) Trouble     

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. Hari Singh had been working for Anil for almost a:
 (i) year  (ii) week 
 (iii) month  (iv) decade  
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 2. Hari Singh had every opportunity for:
 (i) reading   (ii) cooking 
 (iii) stealing  (iv) writing 

 3. Anil had given Hari Singh:
 (i) the key to the door   (ii) his monthly income 
 (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these 

 4. What did Anil do to the food cooked by the boy the first day?
 (i) Ate it with enjoyment  (ii) Put it in the cupboard 
 (iii) Threw it to a stray dog  (iv) Asked the boy to eat it all 

 5. The thief boy was grateful to Anil for:
 (i) giving him a job (ii) giving him money 

 (iii) watching wrestling match with him  (iv) talking to him 

z z z
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3

Summary
Griffin was a brilliant scientist. He conducted many experiments. One day, he discovered a 
wonderful drug. It could make him invisible. He took that drug and became invisible. He could 
see everybody but nobody could see him.
Griffin’s landlord did not like him. He tried to get his house vacated. Griffin became angry. He 
set the house on fire. Then, he took the drug. He took off his clothes. He became invisible and 
went out.
It was winter. It was not easy to walk without clothes. Griffin had no money. So, he went into a 
big London store. He stole clothes from there. When he walked with those clothes, it seemed 
as if a headless man was walking. He took meat, coffee, sweets and wine from the kitchen of the 
store. Then, he slept on a pile of quilts there.
The next morning, he did not wake up in time. The shop assistants arrived and saw him. 
Griffin ran out of fear. The assistants ran after him. Griffin took off his clothes one by one. He 
became invisible again. But now, he was shivering with cold. He entered the shop of a theatrical 
company. He wore bandages around his forehead. He also wore dark glasses, a false nose and 
whiskers. Griffin robbed some money of the shopkeeper. Then, he took a train and reached 
Iping village.
At Iping, Griffin booked two rooms at an inn. He paid the rent in advance. The name of the 
landlady was Mrs Hall. She tolerated the strange behaviour of Griffin. Soon, Griffin spent 
the stolen money. He told the landlady that he had no cash. He said that he was expecting a 
cheque. The next day, he stole money from the house of the clergyman. The clergyman and 

Herbert George Wells was born on 21 September, 1866 in Bromley, United Kingdom. He was an English writer. 
He was prolific in many genres, writing dozens of novels, short stories, and works of social commentary, 
satire, biography, and autobiography, and even including two books on recreational war games. He is now 
best remembered for his science fiction. He died on 13 August, 1946 in London.

About the Author

This story is about a scientist who discovers how to make himself invisible. As he was afraid of being 
discovered in London, where he had committed some crimes, he runs away to a remote village. However, 
he runs out of money and resorts to robbery, using his advantage of invisibility.

Footprints without  
Feet —H.G. Wells
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his wife were surprised. They had not seen anybody coming. The room was empty. Even then 
the money was stolen.
After some time, the landlord and his wife found that Griffin’s room was open. They entered 
the room, but there was nobody. Griffin’s clothes and bandages were lying on the floor. 
Suddenly, the hat jumped and struck Mrs Hall’s face. Then, the chair jumped and charged at 
her. The couple was afraid. They thought that there were ghosts in the room. They cried and 
ran downstairs.
The neighbours gathered there. They thought that Griffin was responsible for all that.  
A policeman was called. Before that, Griffin and Mrs Hall had a quarrel. Griffin became angry. 
He threw off his bandages, spectacles and a false nose. Now, he was wearing clothes but his 
body was not visible above the neck. The people were horrified when they saw a headless man.
Just then, the policeman came. He was also surprised when he saw a headless man. He tried to 
catch Griffin. But Griffin started taking off his clothes. He became invisible. Those who tried to 
catch him got blows out of the air. Soon, Griffin became free. Nobody knew where to lay a hand 
on him. Griffin came out of the inn and started walking on the road. Now, he was again a free 
man.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Extract-Based Questions (5 Marks each)

 Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option.          

 1. Then to his amazement he realised that the room appeared to be empty. He and his 
wife looked under the desk, and behind the curtains, and even up the chimney. There 
wasn’t a sign of anybody. Yet the desk had been opened and the housekeeping money 
was missing. 

  “Extraordinary affair!” the clergyman kept saying for the rest of the day.

  (a) The extraordinary affair was of:
   (i) listening to someone  (ii) not seeing anyone 
   (iii) looking for someone  (iv) both (i) and (ii)
  (b) The _______________ was missing. 
   (i) housekeeping money  (ii) desk
   (iii) curtains  (iv) documents  
  (c) The room appeared to be:
   (i) dark  (ii) empty 
   (iii) large  (iv) bright 
  (d) Who looked under the desk?
   (i) Clergyman  (ii) His daughter 
   (iii) His wife  (iv) Both (i) and (iii)
  (e) Which word means the same as ‘to understand clearly’?
   (i) Appeared  (ii) Affair 
   (iii) Amazement  (iv) Realised 
 Ans.  (a)—(iv), (b)—(i), (c)—(ii), (d)—(iv), (e)—(iv)
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  2. The feeling among the neighbours was that the trouble was caused by witchcraft. But 
witchcraft or not, when news of the burglary at the clergyman’s home became known, 
the strange scientist was strongly suspected of having had a hand in it. Suspicion grew 
even stronger when he suddenly produced some ready cash, though he had admitted 
not long before that he had no money. 

  (a) People suspected the scientist for the:
   (i) kidnapping  (ii) murder
   (iii) burglary  (iv) witchcraft 
  (b) The feeling among the neighbours was that the trouble was caused by:
   (i) the clergyman  (ii) the scientist 
   (iii) the witchcraft  (iv) none of these 
  (c) The burglary happened at:
   (i) a store  (ii) the neighbourhood 
   (iii) the clergyman’s house  (iv) all of these 
  (d) Suspicion grew on the scientist because:
   (i) he looked like a thief 
   (ii) he had once done this 
   (iii) people wanted to get rid of him 
   (iv) he had admitted earlier that he had no money 
  (e) Which word means the same as ‘to believe to be guilty’?
   (i) Known   (ii) Suspected 
   (iii) Strange  (iv) Admitted 

 Ans.  (a)—(iii), (b)—(iii), (c)—(iii), (d)—(iv), (e)—(ii) 

 3. He escaped easily enough from the boys who followed his footprints in London. But 
his adventures were by no means over. He had chosen a bad time of the year to wander 
about London without clothes. It was mid-winter. The air was bitterly cold and he could 
not do without clothes. Instead of walking about the streets he decided to slip into a big 
London store for warmth. 

  (a) The boys followed the _______________ in London.
   (i) thefts  (ii) fingerprints
   (iii) footprints  (iv) streets  
  (b) Why it was the bad time of the year?
   (i) It was mid-winter.  (ii) It was hot summer. 
   (iii) It was raining.  (iv) It was spring time. 
  (c) Griffin was shivering with:
   (i) hunger  (ii) thirst 
   (iii) fever  (iv) cold 
  (d) He slipped into a big London store for:
   (i) food  (ii) warmth
   (iii) clothes (iv) money
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  (e) Which word means the same as ‘to move behind someone/something’?
   (i) Escaped  (ii) Wander 
   (iii) Followed (iv) Walking 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(i), (c)—(iv), (d)—(ii), (e)—(iii) 

 4. As she and her husband turned away in terror, the extraordinary chair pushed them 
both out of the room and then appeared to slam and lock the door after them. 

  Mrs Hall almost fell down the stairs in hysterics. She was convinced that the room was 
haunted by spirits, and that the stranger had somehow caused these to enter into her 
furniture. 

  “My poor mother used to sit in that chair,” she moaned! To think it should rise up 
against me now!

  The feeling among the neighbours was that the trouble was caused by witchcraft.”   
  (CBSE Question Bank)

  (a) Mrs Hall felt that the room was haunted by spirits because:
   (i) she could see evil spirits (ii) she heard strange noise 
   (iii) uncanny things happened there (iv) the door slammed shut
  (b) Pick the option that best describes how Mrs Hall must be feeling at the moment 

described in the extract. 
   (i) Stunned and furious  (ii) Shocked and outraged 
   (iii) Outraged and nervous  (iv) Stunned and agitated 
  (c) Pick the sentence that brings out the meaning of ‘hysterics’, as used in the extract.
   (i) My friend and I were in splits when he saw the clown’s antics. 
   (ii) I don’t know why I suddenly felt worried about flying home. 
   (iii) The sight of blood put the old man in a frenzy. 
   (iv) The people who had witnessed the accident were spellbound. 
  (d) Pick the option that displays a cause -> effect relationship.
   (i) pushed and locked out -> hysterical 
   (ii) rising of the chair -> moaning 
   (iii) troubled neighbours -> witchcraft 
   (iv) stranger -> haunted spirits 
  (e) The neighbours thought it was ‘witchcraft’. This tells us that neighbours were:
   (i) suspicious  (ii) superstitious 
   (iii) nervous wrecks  (iv) gossip-mongers 

 Ans. (a)—(iii), (b)—(iv), (c)—(iii), (d)—(i), (e)—(ii)

 5. Brilliant scientist though he was, Griffin was rather a lawless person. His landlord 
disliked him and tried to eject him. In revenge Griffin set fire to the house. To get away 
without being seen he had to remove his clothes. Thus it was that he became a homeless 
wanderer, without clothes, without money, and quite invisible – until he happened to 
step in some mud, and left footprints as he walked! 

  (a) Griffin was a:
   (i) brilliant scientist  (ii) lawless person 
   (iii) both of these  (iv) none of these 
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  (b) Why did Griffin set fire to the house?
   (i) Because he wanted to kill the landlord
   (ii) Because he wanted money 
   (iii) Because he was angry and wanted to take revenge 
   (iv) Because he wanted the house but could not get 
  (c) To get away without seeing he had to:
   (i) remove his clothes (ii) change his face 
   (iii) leave the country  (iv) change his name  
  (d) Griffin became invisible by:
   (i) covering himself with mud  (ii) taking some rare drugs 
   (iii) hiding inside a tunnel (iv) changing his appearance 
  (e) Which word from the following means the same as ‘travelling aimlessly’?
   (i) Eject (ii) Homeless
   (iii) Wanderer (iv) Invisible 
 Ans. (a) (iii), (b) (iii), (c) (i), (d) (ii), (e) (iii)

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. Who called the incident ‘an extraordinary affair’?
 (i) Clergyman  (ii) Neighbours 
 (iii) Mrs Hall  (iv) All of them 

 2. What does the first encounter tell us about Mrs Hall? 
 (i) She is not friendly. (ii) She is money-minded. 
 (iii) She is disinterested in her guests.  (iv) All of these 

 3.  Why does Mrs Hall find the scientist eccentric? 
 (i) Because he visited during off season 
 (ii) Because his intention was only to work 
 (iii) Because he looked weird 
 (iv) All of these 

 4. Where did the scientist find comfort in London?
 (i) At the inn  (ii) In a big store 
 (iii) In a theatre  (iv) None of these 

 5. What caused the villagers to suspect the scientist? 
 (i) The robbery 
 (ii) The furniture incident 
 (iii) The unexpected availability of cash on him 
 (iv) All of these 

 6. What is being referred to as the ‘strange incident’ that happened in the study?
 (i) Griffin stealing money while being invisible 
 (ii) Griffin arriving at the inn during off season 
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 (iii) Griffin pretending to be waiting for a cheque 
 (iv) None of these 

 7. What did the scientist do to seek revenge? 
 (i) He burned his clothes.  (ii) He burned the landlord’s clothes.
 (iii) He burned the landlord’s house.  (iv) He did not do anything. 

 8. What did Griffin do in the big London store?
 (i) He wore shoes.  (ii) He wore an overcoat. 
 (iii) He ate cold meat and sweats.  (iv) All of these 

 9. Why was it a bad time to wander about in London without clothes?
 (i) Because it was a rainy season  (ii) Because it was very hot 
 (iii) Because it was bitterly cold  (iv) Because it was midnight 

 10. How did Griffin finally escape?
 (i) By hitting everyone  (ii) By taking off all his clothes 
 (iii) By running away as fast as he could  (iv) By hiding 
Ans.   1. (i), 2. (ii), 3. (iv), 4. (ii), 5. (iv), 6. (i), 7. (iii), 8. (iv), 9. (iii), 10. (ii)

 
SELF-ASSESSMENT TEST

Extract-Based Question

 Read the following extract carefully and answer the questions that follow by choosing the 
correct option. 

Eager to get away from crowded London he took a train to the village of Iping, where he 
booked two rooms at the local inn. The arrival of a stranger at an inn in winter was in any case 
an unusual event. 
 (a) Where did he go to get away from crowded London?
 (i) England  (ii) New York 
 (iii) Village of Iping  (iv) Local Inn 

 (b) How did he travel?
 (i) By bus  (ii) By car 
 (iii) By plane  (iv) By train 

 (c) What was the unusual event?
 (i) Travelling to the village  (ii) Getting away from London 
 (iii) Arrival of a stranger  (iv) Booking the rooms 

 (d) He booked ______________ room(s) at the local inn. 
 (i) three  (ii) two 
 (iii) one  (iv) four 

 (e) Which word from the following means the same as ‘to reserve’?
 (i) Get away  (ii) Unusual 
 (iii) Arrival  (iv) Booked



184 English–X: Term–1

Text-Based Questions

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 
 1. What did he throw suddenly?
 (i) Bandages (ii) Whiskers 
 (iii) Spectacles (iv) All of these 

 2. How long did it take to throw off everything? 
 (i) A day  (ii) A minute 
 (iii) An hour (iv) A week 

 3. The people were:
 (i) horrified (ii) confused 
 (iii) jealous  (iv) not bothered 

 4. The people were staring at: 
 (i) the animals (ii) a headless man 
 (iii) the birds  (iv) none of these 

 5.  “Brilliant scientist though he was, Griffin was rather a _________ person.”
 (i) lawless (ii) lawful 
 (iii) good  (iv) rude

z z z
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General Instructions: 
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
 (ii) Section A-READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
 (iii) Section B-WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as 

per specific instructions for each question.
 (iv) Section C-LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions 

for each question.
 (ii) All questions carry equal marks.
 (iii) There is no negative marking. 

 SECTION–A (READING)

 I. Read the passage given below:
 I. Nature is our mother, our first teacher. The greatest lesson that she teaches us is to 

maintain an equilibrium in life. We learn to maintain composure through our joys, 
sorrows and fears. In fact, there are a thousand lessons that nature can teach us, provided 
we look for them.

 II. With time, a sapling grows into a full-grown tree; something so tiny and delicate develops 
into a strong tree capable of supporting others. No matter how tall it grows, how much it 
may flourish, or how many animals and birds it may support, its roots are firmly buried 
from where it once rose. That’s a lesson - to keep ourselves grounded, respect and 
embrace our roots, and give something back to those humble beginnings that nurtured 
us into who we are.

 III. Then there is the message of peaceful coexistence. ‘I am because we are.’ Nature 
provides every creature a chance to exist. However, the existence of one creature or 
being depends on the existence of the other. The tiger eats the antelope; without the 
antelope, the tiger wouldn’t survive. Likewise, without tigers, the over-abundance of 
antelopes would cause them to starve to death.

 IV. I wonder if you have noticed that when birds or squirrels see a predator, they give out 
an alarm call to their fellow creatures, of the lurking danger. They put themselves in 
danger to save the lives of others. Many animals, like the salmon, usually die after they 
spawn, but this doesn’t stop them. One life extinguished for the betterment of others is 
a small price to pay.

 V. The snow melts in the warmth of spring to give birth to fresh green leaves. In autumn 
these leaves age into shades of gold only to be buried in the cold grave of winter. Change 
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is inevitable; the sooner we embrace this, the better it is for us. We must also understand 
that even in pain there is growth. If you cut a hole in the tree, it will grow around it. No 
matter what may come in its way, a river will continue to flow. Similarly, no matter what 
grief may break your heart, nature teaches us that life goes on.

 VI. Keep in mind life isn’t about making lists and trying to be one step ahead of others. 
Life is to live. Take a break-stop being a workaholic, and smell the roses, do whatever 
makes you feel happy and most of all spend some time with nature to pick up invaluable 
lessons.

  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by 
choosing the correct option.    

  1. According to the author, what, from the following, is the greatest lesson being 
taught by nature?

 (a) balanced in our emotions. (b) partial to joys in life.
 (c) afraid of unhappiness. (d) indifferent to fears.
  2. Select the option that suitably completes the dialogue with reference to paragraph 

II.
  Jai: I’ve done well for myself in this school. I’m the best they have. I can get 

admission anywhere. This is my moment!
  Sid: Congratulations! Just remember, we should _____________________
 (a) become strong despite our weakness.
 (b) be kind and supportive towards everyone.
 (c) respect the origins from where we have grown.
 (d) nurture ourselves well from the beginning.
  3. Choose the option that best conveys the message in - ‘I am because we are.’
 (a) Tigers are dependent on antelope
 (b) Antelope are dependent on tigers
 (c) Humans are dependent on animals
 (d) Everyone is dependent on each other
  4. What qualities do the birds and squirrels display when they warn others of 

possible danger? Choose one option from the following:
 (a) Observation skills and alertness.
 (b) Tendency to get easily frightened.
 (c) Selfless assistance to help others.
 (d) Determination to protect themselves.
  5. Select the option with the underlined words that can suitably replace lurking 

(paragraph IV).
 (a) The policeman pulled up the person who was wandering aimlessly through 

the city.
 (b) The thief knew that remaining hidden was the best strategy to avoid being 

caught.
 (c) The policeman was caught on camera while pouncing with force, to grab the 

fleeing culprit.
 (d) The thief was walking boldly into the house thinking it was devoid of residents.
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  6. A Portmanteau words like smog (smoke + fog), is a blend of words in which parts 
of multiple words are combined into a new word.

  From the options given below, select a Portmanteau word that appears in the para 
VI.

 (a) coexistence   (b) workaholic
 (c) full-grown   (d) flourish
  7. Select the qualities from paragraph III, that the author wants us to imbibe. Being–
 (1) acceptive   (2) passionate
 (3) emotional   (4) resilient
 (5) perceptive
 (a) (2), (4) and (5)   (b) (1), (3) and (4)
 (c) (1), (4) and (5)   (d) (3), (4) and (5)
  8. Which of the following is shown by the changing of seasons?
 (a) The beauty of nature. (b) Nature’s creativity.
 (c) All seasons are equal. (d) Nothing lasts forever.
  9. What does the writer advise, in paragraph VI?
 (a) Indulging in competition with others.
 (b) Making priority lists.
 (c) Taking life seriously.
 (d) Having free time for ourselves.
  10. Choose the option that lists the quote best expressing the central idea of the 

passage.
 (a) Nature: She pardons no mistakes. Her yea is yea, and her nay, nay.   

                                 –Ralph Waldo Emerson
 (b) Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better. 
  –A. Einstein
 (c) Nature never deceives us; it is we who deceive ourselves.     

                                –Jean Jacques Rousseau
 (d) All the ugliness of the world can best be forgotten in the beauty of nature! 
 –Mehmet Murat

 II. Read the passage given below:

 I. Research from the Publishers Association has shown that films based on books take 
44% more at the box office revenue in the UK and 53% more worldwide than original 
screenplays. The report explores what impact a book has when adapted for film and TV.

 II. The report reads: “Published material is the basis of 52% of top UK films in the last 10 
years, and accounts for an even higher share of revenue from these leading performers, 
at 61% of UK box office gross and 65% of worldwide gross.” The Hollywood adaptation 
of “My Cousin Rachel” was shown to have a significant impact on the sales of the Daphne 
Du Maurier thriller. The sales of the book in 2017 alone accounted for 23% of all sales 
since 1992.

 III. The research suggests that adapted films tend to perform better, because films can 
“leverage the popularity” of well-known books through an existing audience. Films 
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adapted from books also tend to have a richer, more fully-developed story to draw 
on. In terms of TV adaptation, it was revealed that a quarter of dramas were based on 
literary sources and attracted a 56% larger share of the audience than those based on 
original scripts. Fourteen of the 35 high end series produced in the UK in the period 
between January and September 2017 were based on books, compared to seven based 
on true stories or historical events and five based on pre-existing films or TV stories.

 IV. In the case of the 2016 BBC broadcast of “The Night Manager”, research revealed that 
while the novel was in circulation for over 25 years, 82% of the copies it sold were in 
2016 and 2017. Sales of the paperback edition remained strong in 2017 even after the 
series went off the air.

 V. In conclusion, the report states that “there is a strong two-way relationship between 
publishing and the wider creative economy, wherein a successful adaptation often has 
spill-over effects and gives a substantial boost to the sales of the original book.” 

  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by 
choosing the correct option.

  11. The purpose of the research by Publishers Association was to study the 
_______________. Choose the correct option.

 (a) variety in films and TV shows.
 (b) impact of films on books.
 (c) choice of books for film-making.
 (d) connect between books and films. 
  12. Select the option that is true for the two statements given below.
  (1)  The revenues generated at the box office have increased.
  (2)  Majority of the top films in the UK are based on published material.
 (a) (1) is the result of (2) (b) (1) is the reason for (2)
 (c) (1) is independent of (2) (d) (1) contradicts (2)
  13. Select the option that gives the correct meaning of the following statement.
  “The sales of the book in 2017 alone accounted for 23% of all sales since 1992.”
 (a) There were 23% higher sales in 2017 than previous years.
 (b) A major chunk of sales happened in 2017.
 (c) The sales were limited to 23% in 2017.
 (d) There were very few books sold in the previous years.
  14. According to the research, the films based on books have greater success because 

_____________.
 (a)  people like to see the characters from the books on screen.
 (b) the films get the advantage of the fame of the books.
 (c) it takes less effort for people to watch films than read books.
 (d) the films get a ready-made script from the books.
  15. Select the option listing what the given sentence refers to.
   ‘Films adapted from books also tend to have a richer, more fully-developed story 

to draw on.’
 (1) The plot and the storyline of such films are better.
 (2) The characters are likely to be more vivid.
 (3) The production of such films is meant for the rich and famous.
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 (4) The settings and costumes are adapted from the book.
 (5) The making of such films require the author to write a sequel. 
 (a) (1), (3) and (4)   (b) (2), (3) and (5)
 (c) (1), (2) and (5)   (d) (1), (2) and (4)
  16. On what from the following were the maximum TV serials in UK in the year 

2017 based?
 (a) books   (b) historical stories.
 (c) original true stories. (d) previous films.
  17. This passage lists an example proving that TV dramas based on literary works 

have ____________.
  Select the correct option.
 (a) increased the immediate sales of the book
 (b) increased the sales of the book during the first screening
 (c) had no immediate impact on the sales of the book
 (d) had very little impact on the sales of the book
  18. Choose the correct option to answer the following:
   According to paragraph V, ‘there is a two-way relationship between books and the 

screen’.
   This is so because both
 (a) revolve around the same stories.
 (b) cater to an audience with the same taste.
 (c) gain from each other’s popularity.
 (d) belong to the creative field.

 SECTION–B (GRAMMAR & WRITING)
 III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate option for 

each.

  19. The hospital board clearly mentioned that you ________ smoke in the hospital as 
it is a health hazard for all.

 (a) cannot (b) must not (c) need not (d) might not
  20. There’s never ____________ petrol left after Rahul uses the car.
 (a) much (b) little (c) many (d) a little
  21. I am taking driving lessons now. Hopefully, I ___________my driving test by 

November.
 (a) will take   (b) would pass
 (c) will have taken  (d) will be taking
  22. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
   Sunitha asked Venkat, “How much is the rent for your flat?”
 (a) Sunitha asked Venkat how much was his rent for flat.
 (b) Sunitha asked Venkat how much the rent for his flat was.
 (c) Sunita enquires from Venkat that how much rent he pays.
 (d) Sunita told Venkat how much the rent for his flat was.
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  23. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
   She said, “I told Damanjit to send you an e-mail three days ago.”
 (a) She told that Damanjit had mailed you three days then.
 (b) She informed me that Damanjit has mailed me three days before.
 (c) She says that she has told Damanjit to send me an e-mail three days then.
 (d) She said that she had told Damanjit to send an e-mail to me three days before.
  24. The dog ____________ under the chair before the children arrived.
 (a) has been hiding (b) was hid
 (c) have hid   (d) had hidden

(WRITING)
 IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context below.
  You are Debashree, a resident of Siliguri, Assam. You have to write a letter to the editor 

of a national daily drawing attention towards the difficulty faced by differently-abled 
people at tourist places.

  25. Select the option with relevant aspects that Debashree should select, for this 
letter.

 (1) The newspaper’s name
 (2) Attached proof of the newspaper subscription
 (3) Debashree’s address
 (4) Formal tone
 (5) Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 (a) (1) and (5)   (b) (2), (3) and (4)
 (c) (3) and (5)   (d) (1), (3) and (4)
  26. Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Drawing attention towards differently-abled people
 (b) The Differently-abled: Neglected or Misunderstood?
 (c) Tourist places are an inconvenience to differently-abled people
 (d) Inconvenience Faced by the Differently-abled at Tourist Spots
  27. Which option should Debashree select, to elaborate on the difficulties faced by 

the differently-abled?
 (a) v Absence of ramps for wheelchairs
  v Unclean toilets
  v High ticket-prices
 (b) v Unsuitable visiting timings
  v Tourist guides untrained in sign language
  v Lack of braille-script tourist pamphlets
 (c) v Absence of ramps for wheelchairs
	 	 v Tourist guides untrained in sign language
  v Lack of braille-script tourist pamphlets
 (d) v Unclean toilets
  v High ticket-prices
  v Unsuitable visiting timings
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  28. Debashree shares some suggestions in her letter, to address the issue.
  Select the option that helps her complete these suggestions, appropriately.
  In my opinion, the media can play a pivotal role in transforming people’s  

(i) _____________. Also, (ii) ____________ against negligence to the needs of the 
differently-abled, at the tourist spots, shall go a long way in bringing about a 
positive change.

 (a) (i) beliefs and traditions (ii) composing songs
 (b) (i) perceptions and attitudes (ii) cautioning the authorities
 (c) (i) preferences (ii) protesting
 (d) (i) interactions (ii) keeping minimum interference
  29. Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) I expect the authorities to take actions on this issue. Please post my thoughts 

in your newspaper.
 (2) I hope my views get published in the columns of your newspaper so that this 

issue may garner more public support and awareness.
 (a) Yes, to Option (1) because of the authoritative tone.
 (b) No, to Option (1) because of the informal tone.
 (c) Yes, to Option (2) because of the tone of polite expectation.
 (d) No, to Option (2) because of the certainty in the tone.
  30. Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will ………………
 (a) help spread awareness about the issue.
 (b) lead to action against all authorities responsible, at tourist spots.
 (c) improve circulation of the national daily.
 (d) result in positive reviews by the readers.

(LITERATURE)
 This section has sub-sections – V, VI, VII, VIII & IX. There are a total of 30 questions in 

this section. Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.
 V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  But the decades of oppression and brutality had another unintended effect, and that 

was that it produced the Oliver Tambos, the Walter Sisulus, the Chief Luthulis, the 
Yusuf Dadoos, the Bram Fischers, the Robert Sobukwes of our times — men of such 
extraordinary courage, wisdom and generosity that their like may never be known 
again. Perhaps it requires such depths of oppression to create such heights of character. 
My country is rich in the minerals and gems that lie beneath its soil, but I have always 
known that its greatest wealth is its people, finer and truer than the purest diamonds. 
It is from these comrades in the struggle that I learned the meaning of courage. Time 
and again, I have seen men and women risk and give their lives for an idea.

  (Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom)

  31. What was the unintended effect of the long oppression? Choose the correct 
option.

 (a) It made the people indifferent to injustice.
 (b) It made the people reject oppression.
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 (c) It influenced a generation to fight against injustice.
 (d) It made people accept their oppression.
  32. Men of such extraordinary courage refers to the people who __________________
 (a) liberated and abolished the Apartheid system.
 (b) used their resources to spread awareness.
 (c) fought for their country’s freedom.
 (d) demonstrated utmost strength to oppose the system.
  33. Nelson Mandela compares ____________ to diamonds.
 (a) his countrymen (b) patriots
 (c) wise men   (d) the oppressed
  34. When Nelson Mandela says, “I have seen men and women risk and give their lives 

for an idea.”, he means that they are ___________
 (a) stubborn.   (b) committed.
 (c) intelligent.   (d) proud.
  35. Select the suitable word from the extract to complete the following:
  depths: heights : : compassion : _____________.
 (a) wisdom (b) oppression (c) struggle (d) courage
 VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  Let me put it more clearly, since no one will believe that a thirteen-year-old girl is 

completely alone in the world. And I’m not. I have loving parents and a sixteen-year-
old sister, and there are about thirty people I can call friends. I have a family, loving 
aunts and a good home. No, on the surface I seem to have everything, except my one 
true friend. All I think about when I’m with friends is having a good time. I can’t bring 
myself to talk about anything but ordinary everyday things.

  (From the Diary of Anne Frank))

  36. Why does Anne feel the following?
  …no one will believe that a thirteen-year-old girl is completely alone in the world.
 (1) People knew she had a family.
 (2) People rejected the idea of loneliness.
 (3) She had several friends.
 (4) She had a cheerful personality.
 (5) Her life was comfortable.
     Choose the correct option from the following:
 (a) (1) and (5)   (b) (1), (3) and (4)
 (c) (2) and (3)   (d) (2), (4) and (5)
  37. Select the most appropriate option for (1) and (2).
 (1) …on the surface I seem to have everything, except my one true friend.
 (2) Anne doesn’t truly connect with anyone.
 (a) (1) is true and (2) is false.
 (b) (2) is the opposite of (1).
 (c) (1) furthers the meaning of (2).
 (d) Both (1) and (2) cannot be inferred from the extract.
  38. From the options given below, identify Anne’s tone in the extract.
 (a) restless (b) dissatisfied (c) scared (d) hurt
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  39. Select the option which displays an example of ‘having a good time’.
 (a) He is out for a picnic with his friends and they are laughing and singing 

together.
 (b) He is studying hard for the periodic test the following day to improve his 

scores.
 (c) He is trying to convince his father to purchase the latest video games for him.
 (d) He just rescued an injured puppy and is tending to its wounds.
  40. What do we get to know about Anne when she says the following?
  I can’t bring myself to talk about anything but ordinary everyday things
  Choose one from the following to answer:
 (a) She is proud of her ways.
 (b) She is struggling to strike conversations.
 (c) She is unsure of her own thoughts.
 (d) She is unable to have a satisfying conversation.
 VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  Money is external.
  He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,
  The epistemology of loss, how to stand up
  Knowing what every man must one day know
  And most know many days, how to stand up
           (The Ball Poem)

  41. The poet says money is external. What does it mean in this extract?
 (a) Money helps us purchase materials that make life worth living.
 (b) Money promotes materialism and hunger for power among youngsters.
 (c) Money only impacts a person’s external environment.
 (d) Money buys materialistic things and can be earned again, when lost.
  42. What does the boy learn by losing the ball, according to the extract?
 (1) Loss is the unavoidable truth of life.
 (2) Material objects can be replaced.
 (3) Money buys happiness.
 (4) Losses in life can be prevented with care.
 (5) Life continues despite losses.
 (a) (1), (2) and (5)   (b) (2) and (4)
 (c) Only (1)   (d) (3) and (5)
  43. The boy is learning how to stand up…
  This means that he is learning to be ____________ in the face of difficulties.
 (a) patient (b) resilient (c) defensive (d) judgemental
  44. Which option lists who is speaking these lines?
 (a) An observer.   (b) The boy’s parent.
 (c) The ball salesman. (d) A friend.
  45. According to the poet, from whom do we mostly learn about loss?
 (a) Elders. (b) Experiences. (c) Books. (d) Teachers.
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 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  I followed casually.
  “Hello again,” he said.
  I gave him my most appealing smile. “I want to work for you,” I said.
  “But I can’t pay you.”
  I thought that over for a minute. Perhaps I had misjudged my man. I asked, “Can you 

feed me?”
  “Can you cook?”
  “I can cook,” I lied again.
  “If you can cook, then maybe I can feed you.”
  He took me to his room over the Jumna Sweet Shop and told me I could sleep on the 

balcony.
  But the meal I cooked that night must have been terrible because Anil gave it to a stray 

dog and told me to be off. But I just hung around, smiling in my most appealing way, 
and he couldn’t help laughing.

(The Thief ’s Story)

  46. Even though Hari Singh followed Anil casually, it was a/an _____________
 (a) careless action.  (b) staged move.
 (c) unusual decision. (d) bold step.
  47. From the following options, identify Hari Singh’s intention behind the appealing 

smile.
 (a) Deceit (b) Harm (c) Hatred (d) Jealousy
  48. Select the option listing Anil’s characteristics, as revealed in the extract.
 (1) unassuming   (2) kind
 (3) determined   (4) naïve
 (5) humourous
 (a) (2) and (3)   (b) Only (5)
 (c) (1), (2) and (4)   (d) Only (2)
  49. Select the most appropriate option based on (1) and (2).
 (1) Anil gave his meal to a stray dog.
 (2) Hari Singh did not know how to cook.
 (a) (2) is true and (1) is false. (b) (2) is the result for (1).
 (c) (2) is the cause for (1). (d) (2) is false and (1) is true.
  50. The phrase hung around suggests that Hari Singh continued to __________
 (a) smile. (b) cook. (c) appeal. (d) linger.
 IX. Attempt the following.

  51. Lencho is ____________when he says, “that’s what they say: no one dies of hunger.”
 (a) doubtful (b) stressed (c) confused (d) dismissive
  52. Which option correctly replaces the underlined phrase in the give line from Fire 

and Ice? I hold with those who favour fire.
 (a) am as experienced as (b) strongly disagree with
 (c) have the same opinion as (d) habitually avoid
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  53. The purpose of the treatment, given to the young seagull by his parents, was to 
_____________

 (a) teach him a lesson about the importance of food.
 (b) inculcate obedience towards them.
 (c) let him overcome his fear.
 (d) improve his relationship with his siblings.
  54. Peggy often gave a nudge to one of her friends when she spoke to Wanda in the 

school yard. This meant that she wanted her friend to ___________________.
 (a) stop talking to Wanda and move on
 (b) observe and partake in the joke on Wanda
 (c) ignore the complete situation with Wanda
 (d) interrupt any reply that came from Wanda
  55. In the poem Dust of Snow, which negative symbols have been used to create a 

positive effect?
 (a) hemlock tree; crow (b) crow; snow
 (c) snow; hemlock tree (d) crow; dust
  56. Mandela refers to liberty as “newborn” because it
 (a) was dependent on others for growth and guidance.
 (b) had recently been attained with lots of struggle.
 (c) made people experience infant-like excitement.
 (d) arrived unexpectedly for everyone.
  57. In the poem A Tiger in the Zoo, what does the tiger’s ‘quiet rage’, indicate?
   It indicates that the tiger’s anger is
 (a) forgotten. (b) provoked (c) suppressed (d) opposed.
  58. Identify the option that aptly describes Griffin.
 (a) greedy, yet kind (b) proud and honourable
 (c) considerate and selfless (d) brilliant, but lawless
  59. Anil’s carelessness made stealing from him _____________ for Hari Singh.
 (a) uninteresting   (b) difficult
 (c) systematic   (d) predictable
  60. What does the exclamation, “This is a triumph of surgery!”, by Mrs. Pumphrey, 

mean?
 (a) The surgery was successful.
 (b) The mistress could take back her pet.
 (c) The doctor was a great veterinarian.
 (d) The planned venture was fruitful.
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 I. (any 8)

  1. (a) balanced in our emotions.
  2. (c) respect the roots from where we have grown.
  3. (d) Everyone is dependent on each other
  4. (c) Selfless assistance to help others.
  5. (b) remaining hidden.
  6. (b) workaholic (work+ alcoholic)
  7. (c) (1), (4) and (5)
  8. (d) Nothing lasts forever.
  9. (d) Having free time for ourselves.
  10. (b) Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better. - A.  

     Einstein

 II. (any 6)

  11. (d) connect between books and films.
  12. (a) (1) is the result of (2).
  13. (b) A major chunk of sales took place in the year 2017.
  14. (b) the films get advantage of the fame of books.
  15. (d) (1), (2) and (4)
  16. (a) books.
  17. (a) increased the immediate sales of the book.
  18. (c) gain from each other’s popularity.

 III. (any 5)

  19. (b) must not
  20. (a) much
  21. (c) will have taken
  22. (b) Sunitha asked Venkat how much the rent for his flat was.
  23. (d) She said that she had told Damanjit to send an e-mail to me three days  

      before.
  24. (d) had hidden

 IV. (any 5)

  25. (d) (1), (3) and (4)
  26. (d) Inconvenience Faced by the Differently-abled at Tourist Spots
  27. (c) v Absence of ramps for wheelchairs
	 	 	 v Tourist guides untrained in sign language
   v Lack of braille-script tourist pamphlets
  28. (b) (i) perceptions and attitudes (ii) cautioning the authorities
  29. (c) Yes, to Option (2) because of the tone of polite request.
  30. (a) help spread awareness about the issue.

Answers
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 V. (any 4)

  31. (c) it influenced a generation to fight against injustice.
  32. (d) demonstrated utmost strength to oppose the system.
  33. (a) his countrymen
  34. (b) committed
  35. (c) brutality

 VI. (any 4)

  36. (b) (1), (3) and (4)
  37. (c) (1) furthers the meaning of (2)
  38. (b) dissatisfied
  39. (a) He is out for picnic with his friends and they are laughing and singing  

      together.
  40. (d) She is unable to have a satisfying conversation.

 VII. (any 4)

  41. (d) Money can only buy materialistic things and can be earned again, when  
      lost.

  42. (a) (1), (2) and (5)
  43. (b) resilient
  44. (a) An Observer.
  45. (b) our experiences.

 VIII. (any 4)

  46. (b) staged move
  47. (a) Deceit
  48. (c) (1), (2) and (4)
  49. (c) (2) is the cause for (1)
  50. (d) linger

 IX. (all 10)

  51. (d) dismissive
  52. (c) have the same opinion as
  53. (c) let him overcome his fear.
  54. (b) observe and partake in the joke on Wanda
  55. (a) hemlock tree; crow
  56. (b) it had recently been attained with lots of struggle.
  57. (c) suppressed.
  58. (d) brilliant, but lawless
  59. (a) uninteresting
  60. (d) the planned venture was fruitful.

z	z	z
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PRACTICE PAPER 

Time Allowed: 90 minutes

General Instructions: 
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
 (ii) Section A-READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
 (iii) Section B-WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as 

per specific instructions for each question.
 (iv) Section C-LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific instructions 

for each question.
 (v) All questions carry equal marks.
 (vi) There is no negative marking. 

 SECTION–A (READING)

 I. Read the passage given below:
 (1) Colonialism is a distinct form of imperialism in which a colonising nation exerts direct 

controls over a colonised state by military, economic, and political means. In India, it 
mostly refers to the British rule in India from 1858 to 1947. On 1st January 1877, Queen 
Victoria was proclaimed the Empress of India at a durbar or assembly of notables and 
princes, in Delhi. The Viceroy Lord Lytton represented the Sovereign, who incidentally 
never visited her Indian Empire.

 (2) During the colonial period from the 1500s to the 1700s, the Portuguese, Dutch, French, 
and English vied with each other for commercial privileges and political influence in 
India, especially in the south in India. The East India Company of Britain (now called 
the United Kingdom) established several important trading centres along the Malabar 
and Coramandel coasts. They included Nizampatam, Masulipatnam, Madapollam, and 
Vizagapatnam.

 (3) In the 1700s, British and French merchants each formed alliances with local powers. At 
the end of the 1700s, the British reached an agreement with the Nizam of Hyderabad. 
He accepted British support in exchange for recognition of British rights to trade. 
By the beginning of the 1800s, Andhra came under the political control of the East 
India Company of the United Kingdom. The districts of Anantapur, Cuduppa, Nellor, 
Chittoor, and Kurnool were annexed by the company, and the territory of the Nizam 
of Hyderabad was brought under its indirect rule. Hyderabad became one of the 550 
princely states which stayed largely independent until 1947.

 (4) Colonial rule led to the impoverishment of the Indian people. Anticolonial feelings were 
initially expressed through peasant and tribal revolts. Eventually, a national movement 
was organised by the educated classes.
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 (5) Sri Kandukuri Viresalingam Pantulu began a social-religious movement which made 
possible the emergence of a democratic movement. The writings of Gujaraja Apparao 
and Unnava Lakshminaryana began a literary renaissance.

 (6) The anticolonial movement initiated and organised by the Indian National Congress 
drew popular support in Andhra. Some of the important leaders in the movement 
included T. Prakasham, N. Sanjeeva Reddy, and Pattabhi Sitaramayya. The communist 
movement, which grew as part of the national movement also had a large following 
across the region.

  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by 
choosing the correct option.

  1. The East India Company of Britain established:
 (a) several trading centres along the Malabar coast 
 (b) several trading centres along the Coramandel coast 
 (c) both of these
 (d) none of these 
  2. How were anticolonial feelings initially expressed? 
 (a) Through peasant and tribal revolts
 (b) Through forming alliances with local powers 
 (c) Through trading centres 
 (d) None of these
  3. What drew popular support in Andhra?
 (a) The social-religious movement 
 (b) The national movement organised by the educated classes 
 (c) The anticolonial movement organised by the Indian National Congress 
 (d) An agreement with the Nizam of Hyderabad
  4. Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following. 
 (a) Colonial rule led to the impoverishment of the Indian people. 
 (b) Gujaraja Rao began a social-religious movement which made possible the  

emergence through the peasants and tribal revolts. 
 (c) The anticolonial movement inititated and organised by the Indian National  

Congress drew support in Andhra. 
 (d) The Viceroy Lord Lytton represented the Sovereign who incidentally never  

visited her Indian empire. 
  5. Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘impoverishment’, as 

used in the passage. 
 (1) Becoming poor 
 (2) Invading a country 
 (3) Initiating a movement 
 (4) Forming alliances 
 (5) Being deprived of strength and vitality 
 (a) (1) and (4)   (b) (2) and (5)
 (c) (4) and (3)   (d) (1) and (5)
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 6 How is colonialism a distinct form by imperialism?
 (a) By establishing several important trading centres along the Malabar and 

Coramandel coasts
 (b) By forming alliances with local powers 
 (c) By exerting direct controls over a colonised state by military, economic, and 

political means
 (d) By accepting British support in exchange for recognition of British rights to 

trade 
 7. Colonialism is a distinct form of imperialism in which a colonising nation exerts 

direct controls over colonised state by military, economic, and political means.’ 
Substitute the underlined word with the most appropriate option from the 
following. 

 (a) well-defined    (b) similar 
 (c) different    (d) local
 8. Why did the Portuguese, Dutch, French, and English vie with each other during 

the colonial period?
 (1) For commercial privileges in India 
 (2) For political influence in India 
 (3) For recognition of British rights 
 (4) For alliances with local powers 
 (5) For establishing trading centres 
 (a) (1) and (2)   (b) (2) and (3)
 (c) (3) and (4)   (d) (4) and (5)
 9. Which of the following state stayed largely independent until 1947?
 (a) Uttar Pradesh   (b) Hyderabad 
 (c) Karnataka    (d) Telangana 
 10. In which of the following places did the East India Company of Britain establish 

several important trading centres?
 (1) Anantapur    (2) Madapollan 
 (3) Vizagapatnam   (4) Kurnool
 (5) Nizampatam    (6) Chittoor 
 (a) (1), (2) and (4)  (b) (2), (3) and (5)
 (c) (3), (5) and (6)  (d) (1), (3) and (6)

 II. Read the passage given below:

 WATER ISSUES 
 (1) India’s water crisis is often attributed to lack of government planning, increased 

corporate privatisation, waste due to industrial and human activities, and government 
corruption. In addition, water scarcity in India is expected to worsen as the overall 
population is expected to increase to 1.6 billion by the year 2050.  
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 (2) Although India has made improvements over the past decades in both the availability 
and quality of municipal drinking water systems, its large population has stressed 
planned water resources and rural areas are left out. In addition, the rapid growth in 
India’s urban areas has stretched government solutions, which have been compromised 
by over-privatisation. 

 (3) Regardless of improvements to drinking water, many other water sources are 
contaminated with both bio and chemical pollutants, and over 21% of the country’s 
diseases are water related. Furthermore, only 33% of the country has access to traditional 
sanitation. 

 (4) One concern is that India may lack overall long-term availability of replenishable water 
resources. While India’s aquifers are currently associated with replenishing sources, 
the country is also a major grain producer with a great need of water to support the 
commodity. As with all countries with large agricultural output, excess water consumption 
for food production depletes the overall water table. 

 (5) On a positive note, some areas of India are fortunate to have a relatively wet climate, 
even in the most arid regions. However, with no rain catchment programs in place, most 
of the water is displaced or dried up instead of used. In these areas, rain harvesting 
could be one solution for water collection. The collected water can be immediately used 
for agriculture, and with improved filtration practices, water-borne pathogens can be 
reduced. 

  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by 
choosing the correct option. 

  11. What is likely to happen by the year 2050? 
 (a) Placement of rain catchment program 
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 (b) Improved filtration practices 
 (c) Rapid growth in India’s urban areas 
 (d) Extreme water scarcity 
  12. What has led to India’s water crisis?
 (a) Government planning 
 (b) Increased corporate privatisation 
 (c) Waste due to industrial and human activities
 (d) All of these 
  13. Which of the following factor is responsible for the depletion of water table?
 (a) Excess water consumption for food production 
 (b) Reduction of water-borne pathogens 
 (c) Displacement of water 
 (d) Availability of replenishable water resources
  14. Which of the following statement is NOT TRUE, according to the passage?
 (a)  India’s aquifers are currently associated with replenishing sources.
 (b) With rain water harvesting, the collected water can be immediately used for 

agriculture.
 (c) India’s large population has stressed planned water resources and urban areas 

are left out.
 (d) Over 21% of the country’s diseases are water related. 
  15. What is the concern that has been discussed in the passage?
 (a) That the water resources are contaminated with both bio and chemical 

pollutants 
 (b) That India may lack overall long-term availability of replenishable water 

resources 
 (c) That the availability and quality of municipal drinking water systems will be 

compromised
 (d) That in arid regions, most of the water will be dried up instead of used 
  16. Which of the following state(s) experience(s) extreme high water stress? 
 (1) Punjab    (2) Gujarat 
 (3) Rajasthan    (4) Haryana 
 (a) Only (3)   (b) Both (3) and (4)
 (c) All, expect (2)   (d) All of these 
  17. Why are some areas of India fortunate?
 (a) Because they have relatively wet climate 
 (b) Because they have large agricultural output 
 (c) Because they have easy availability of municipal drinking water systems 
 (d) All of these 
  18. How will improving filtration practices be beneficial? 
 (a) It will help in depleting the overall water table. 
 (b) It will help in displacing the water. 
 (c) It will help in reducing water-borne pathogens.
 (d) It will help in replenishing water resources.
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 SECTION–B (GRAMMAR & WRITING)

 III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate option for 
each. 

  19. Neither of the paintings _________ sold. 
 (a) have been    (b) were 
 (c) was    (d) are 
  20. We _________ always respect our elders. 
 (a) can    (b) will 
 (c) should    (d) could 
  21. Despite looking for her ___________, I couldn’t find  her. 
 (a) somewhere    (b) anywhere 
 (c) everywhere    (d) nowhere 
  22. He was seen ___________ to the school. 
 (a) went  (b) going  (c) gone  (d) go 
  23. You said, “It gives me great pleasure to be with my friend, we have great time 

ever.” 
  Choose the option which has been correctly reported. 
 (a) You said that it gave him great pleasure to be with his friend we had great time 

ever. 
 (b) You said that it has given you great pleasure to be with your friend you have 

great time ever. 
 (c) You said that it gave you great pleasure to be with your friend you had great 

time ever. 
 (d) You said it gives me great pleasure to be with my friend we have great time 

ever. 
  24. This dress suits her style. She ____________ definitely like it!
 (a) can  (b) could  (c) will  (d) may 
 IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context below. 
  You are Roma. You have to write a letter, to the editor of the National Times about the 

need to make students and teachers aware of the attitude they should adopt towards 
challenged children in their midst. 

  25. Choose an appropriate subject from the following for the letter. 
 (a) Awareness of behaviour against students 
 (b) Awareness of educating challenged students 
 (c) Awareness of behaviour towards challenged students
 (d) Awareness of behaviour towards school authorities 
  26. Select the option with relevant aspects that Roma should select, for this letter. 
 (1) Attached proof of her identity  (2) Name of the newspaper 
 (3) Formal tone    (4) Detailed description of the problem 
 (5) Roma’s address 
 (a)  (1), (2), (4)   (b) (2), (3), (5)
 (c) (1), (3), (5)   (d) (2), (3), (4)
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  27. To whom should Roma address the letter?
 (a) Editor of the newspaper  (b) Manager of the newspaper 
 (c) Supplier of the newspaper (d) Readers of the newspaper 
  28. Select the option to help Roma write the introductory part of the letter.
  Through the (i) ________________________, I would like to bring to the notice 

of the school authorities regarding the attitudes of school children when  
(ii) ________________________.

 (a) (i) columns of your condemned newspaper; (ii) studying in group with others 
 (b) (i) letter written to address the issue; (ii) playing with other school children 
 (c) (i) columns of your esteemed newspaper; (ii) interacting with challenged 

children 
 (d) (i) publication of your newspaper; (ii) playing with challenged children 
  29. Which of the following points should Roma include in the letter? 
 (1) The challenged students are lacking in only one or two motor or sensory skills. 
 (2) The challenged students should not be sent to regular schools. 
 (3) We should help challenged students to integrate into the school surroundings  

completely 
 (4) Everyone should strive to integrate challenged students into the mainstream 

classroom activities. 
 (5) Teachers need to be sometimes neglectful of the challenged students’ special 

wants.    
  (a) (1), (3), (5)   (b) (2), (4), (5)
  (c) (1), (3), (4)   (d) (3), (4), (5)
  30. How should Roma conclude the letter? Choose the most appropriate option from 

the following. 
 (a) I hope you will pay attention to it and publish in your newspaper. 
 (b) I hope you will spread awareness among the teachers, all over India. 
 (c) I hope you will contribute for the betterment of challenged students. 
 (d) I hope you will take strict action against school authorities.

SECTION–C (LITERATURE)

 V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 
  However, during the third lesson he’d finally had enough. “Anne Frank, as punishment for 

talking in class, write an essay entitled – ‘Quack, Quack, Quack, said Mistress Chatterbox’.” 
The class roared. I had to laugh too, though I’d nearly exhausted my ingenuity on the 
topic of chatterboxes. It was time to come up with something else, something original. 
My friend, Sanne, who’s good at poetry, offered to help me write the essay from the 
beginning to end in verse and I jumped for joy. Mr Kessing was trying to play a joke on 
me with this ridiculous subjects, but I’d make sure the joke was on him.

  31. How was the essay written?
 (a) In paragraphs   (b) In a comic style 
 (c) In verse   (d) In the form of a story 
  32. Why was Anne Frank punished?
 (a) Because she was sleeping in the class
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 (b) Because she did not do her homework
 (c) Because she was talking in the class
 (d) Because she did not write the essay
  33. Why did the whole class roar in laughter?
 (a) Because the essay was funny  (b) Because the teacher was laughing 
 (c) Because Anne was laughing (d) Because Anne was being punished  
  34. Why did Anne take help of her friend in writing the essay?
 (a) Because her friend was good at poetry 
 (b) Because her friend wanted to help her
 (c) Because Anne did not want to write on her own
 (d) Because Anne was good at writing essay 
  35. Which word from the following means the same as ‘comical’?
 (a) Original    (b) Ridiculous 
 (c) Verse   (d) Exhausted 
 VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 
  Never, never, and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience 

the oppression of one by another. The sun shall never set on so glorious a human 
achievement. 

  36. Which experience of oppression is referred here?
 (a) The experience of the Blacks being oppressed by the White people
 (b) The experience of slavery 
 (c) The experience of tragedy 
 (d) The experience of being feared 
  37. What does the expression – ‘the sun shall never set here’ – imply?
 (a) That the summer shall be long this year 
 (b) That every household should have access to light 
 (c) That the sun of liberty shall never set and their country should enjoy freedom
 (d) That every city must be well lit even during the night time 
  38. How can Mandela’s government be described?
 (a) First democratic, non-racial government
 (b) A government elected through unfair means 
 (c) First government formed by the people of colour 
 (d) A government elected through fear and bribes 
  39. What did the ‘site of rainbow’ refer to at Mandela’s oath-taking ceremony?
 (a) Presence of a people of colour 
 (b) Presence of a beautiful rainbow 
 (c) Presence of people of different colours and nations
 (d) None of these 
  40. Which word from the following means the same as ‘accomplishment’?
 (a) Achievement   (b) Oppression 
 (c) Glorious    (d) Experience 
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 VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.

  What is the boy now, who has lost his ball, 
  What, what is he to do? I saw it go
  Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
  Merrily over – there it is in the water! 

  41. What did the poet see?
 (a) The poet saw the ball in the boy’s hand. 
 (b) The poet saw the boy playing with the ball. 
 (c) The poet did not see the ball. 
 (d) The poet saw the ball bouncing towards the water. 
  42. How is the boy feeling?
 (a) Confused (b) Angry  (c) Happy (d) Upset 
  43. Where did the ball land?
 (a) In the well   (b) In the water
 (c) In the pot   (d) In the hole 
  44. Which of the following poetic device has been used in the line, ‘Merrily bouncing, 

down the street’? 
 (a) Anaphora    (b) Metaphor
 (c) Imagery    (d) Alliteration 
  45. Why does the poet say that the ball is bouncing merrily? 
 (a) Because the boy was excited to see the ball bouncing 
 (b) Because the ball has bounced really high in the sky 
 (c) Because the ball was happily bouncing the streets
 (d) Because the boy was happy to see the ball falling into the water 
 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.
  Mrs Hall almost fell down the stairs in hysterics. She was convinced that the room was 

haunted by spirits, and that the stranger had somehow had somehow caused these to 
enter into her furniture. 

  46. What was Mrs Hall convinced about?
 (a) That the room was bright 
 (b) That the room was haunted 
 (c) That the room was peaceful 
 (d) That the room was fine 
  47. What did she fear from? 
 (a) Spirits  (b) Thief (c) Darkness (d) Husband 
  48. What did Mrs Hall believe?
 (a) That the spirits have entered into her curtains 
 (b) That the spirits have entered into her clothes
 (c) That the spirits have entered into her husband 
 (d) That the spirits have entered into her furniture 
  49. Whom did she suspect of witchcraft?
 (a) Her neighbours (b) Her husband
 (c) Griffin    (d) Spirits 
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  50. Which word from the following means the same as ‘to belief ’?
 (a) Fell (b) Convinced (c) Caused (d) Haunted 
 IX. Attempt the following. 
  51. What was the ‘trouble’ with Tricki?
 (a) That he had lost so much weight 
 (b) That he had put on so much weight 
 (c) That he had broken his leg 
 (d) That he had lost his partner 
  52. Why do some people say that the world will end in ice?
 (a) Because love among people is increasing 
 (b) Because hatred among people is increasing fast 
 (c) Because lust among people is increasing fast 
 (d) None of these 
  53. Peggy would cry if:
 (a) children were mistreated  (b) Wanda was mistreated 
 (c) animals were mistreated  (d) all of these 
  54. What are the twin obligations mentioned by Nelson Mandela?
 (a) Obligation to parents and wife 
 (b) Obligation to children and countrymen 
 (c) Obligation to community and country 
 (d) Obligation to family and country 
  55. What was the name of the shop above which Anil lived?
 (a) Laddu Sweet Shop  (b) Ganga Sweet Shop
 (c) Jumna Sweet Shop  (d) Jogi Sweet Shop  
  56. What did Lencho hope for? 
 (a) A good shower for rain for his crop 
 (b) A new motorcycle 
 (c) A tractor 
 (d) None of these 
  57. Why did other countries broke off diplomatic relations with South Africa? 
 (a) Because of White rulers  (b) Because other countries are racial 
 (c) Because it is a poor country  (d) Because of the Apartheid policy
  58. What food did the seagull’s mother get for it?
 (a) Earthworms       (b)  Fish  (c) Insects   (d) Rodents 
  59. Who was the only survivor from Anne’s family?
 (a) Anne    (b) Anne’s father 
 (c) Anne’s mother   (d) Anne’s sister 
  60. Why did Peggy say, “and I thought I could draw”?
 (a) Because she’d won the medal always 
 (b) Because Wanda’s drawing were amazing 
 (c) Because she thought Wanda could draw better
 (d) All of these

z z z
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PRACTICE PAPER 2

Time Allowed: 90 minutes

General Instructions: Same as Practice Paper–1.

 SECTION–A (READING)

 I. Read the passage given below.
 (1) Every morning, art gallerist Mandira begins her day with a cup of coffee with beans 

sourced from El Salvador. In another part of the city, sound recordist Ayush starts his 
day by pulverising Watapi coffee beans from the Biligiri Rangana Hills in Karnataka. 
These people are of the new camp of Indian coffee drinkers who cringe at the thought 
of cafe-served cappuccinos and balk at assembly-line products. They like their coffee 
black, freshly-roasted, and made with signature single-origin beans.

 (2) Single-origin coffees are made from beans picked from a single coffee-growing region. 
The unique soil, climate, altitude and influence, which is collectively known as ‘terroir, 
distinguishes the flavour of the coffee procured from its beans. Thus, a plantation with 
orange trees in the neighbourhood may have a subtle citrus note in the beans.

 (3) According to coffee experts, this phase in coffee drinking is referred to as the third wave 
of the coffee-drinking experience in India. The first wave in coffee drinking peaked 
when instant coffee hit the shelves in the 1960s. The second wave arrived with the 
coming of the cappuccinos and lattes. The current phase is marked with SO coffee 
on the shelves of supermarkets. The selections of premier coffee, instead of sachets 
of instant coffee, have become the norm in high-end places. Coffee tasting and coffee 
workshops are now becoming commonplace. Outlets in India are now serving seven 
different SO coffees and the Ethiopian Sidamo, a mild black coffee with hints of caramel 
and chocolate, is the most popular.

 (4) These specialist stores keep no stock waiting. They roast coffee beans on order, grind 
per requirement, and dispatch the pack within a day, so it remains fresh. Also, there are 
detailed notes about the plantation from where the coffee is picked, along with notes 
about its taste and flavour.

 (5) One of the most intriguing stories is that of the Attikan Estate Coffee. Named after the 
notorious bandit Veerappan, the estate of Attikan in Karnataka grows the beans in the 
Billigiri Rangama Hills, south of Mysore. As this hilly terrain was used by Veerappan, 
for nearly two decades, no one dared to visit the plantation. After the shooting of the 
bandit in 2004, the coffee from there is marketed at specialist shops.
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  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight of the ten questions by 
choosing the correct option. 

  1. The first wave in coffee drinking peaked:
 (a) when instant coffee hit the shelves 
 (b) with the coming of the cappuccinos and lattes 
 (c) with signature single-origin beans 
 (d) none of these 
  2. How are single-origin coffees made? 
 (a) By pulverising Watapi coffee beans from the Bilgiri Rangana Hills
 (b) By picking the beans from a single coffee-growing region
 (c) By roasting coffee beans 
 (d) By plucking the beans from a plantation with orange trees
  3. Which of the following factor distinguishes the flavour of the coffee procured 

from its beans?
 (a) Soil  (b) Climate  (c) Altitude  (d) All of these 
  4. Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following.
 (a) The first wave in coffee drinking peaked when instant coffee hit the shelves in 

the 1960s. 
 (b) Coffee tasting and coffee workshops are now becoming commonplace. 
 (c) The selections of sachets of instant coffee, instead of premier coffee, have  

become the norm in high-end places. 
 (d) The second wave arrived with the coming of the cappuccinos and lattes.
  5. Select the option that makes the correct use of ‘wave’, as used in the passage to 

fill in the blank space.
 (a) He raised the hand to ____________. 
 (b) A great ____________ overwhelmed the boat. 
 (c) He would always turn and ____________ at the end of the street. 
 (d) Political leaders united yesterday to condemn the latest ____________ of  

violence. 
  6. Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘notorious’, as used 

in the passage. 
 (1) Known for being unknown and nameless 
 (2) Known for something bad 
 (3) Known for honourable deeds
 (4) Known for reputation and wealth 
 (a) (1) and (2)   (b) (2) and (3)
 (c) (3) and (4)   (d) (4) and (5)
  7. The current phase is marked with ____________ on the shelves of supermarkets. 
 (a) caramel  (b) chocolate  (c) citrus  (d) SO coffee
  8. The ________________________ have become the norm in high-end places. 
 (a) selections of premier coffee, instead of sachets of instant coffee
 (b) selections of instant coffee, instead of sachets of premier coffee
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 (c) selections of roast coffee, instead of sachets of instant coffee
 (d) selections of premier coffee, instead of sachets of roast coffee
  9. Why did no one dare to visit the estate of Attikan in Karnataka?
 (a) Because it was situated in the south of Mysore
 (b) Because the terrain was used by Veerappan 
 (c) Because of its unique soil and altitude 
 (d) Because it was named after the notorious bandit Veerappan
  10. When was the notorious bandit shot?
 (a) 2003  (b) 2000 (c) 2009 (d) 2004 

 II. Read the passage given below:

 (1) Ang Norbu’s mother Lhakpa Diki, the only woman high-altitude guide in the 1940s, 
took up the profession of high-altitude climbing guide after her husband, Lobsang, a 
Sherpa, went missing while accompanying two eastern mountaineers to Green Lake on 
the northern side of Mt Kanchenjunga, in 1947. In an interview last year, Lhakpa, at 
age 103, said, “I had seen what happened to Sherpa children who lost their fathers to 
the mountains.” Diki guided Sahibs on treks in Sikkim and the Singhalila Himalayas.

 (2) Darjeeling’s tryst with the Himalayas began with the Dalai Lama giving his consent to 
climb Mount Everest from the Tibetian side, in response to a request by the British 
in 1921. As Nepal was closed to western mountaineers, expeditions were flagged off 
from Darjeeling to Mt Everest from the Northeast Ridge in Tibet. The utter poverty 
in the region drove many of the population to the lucrative profession of being a high-
altitude porter. Back then, the expeditions relied largely on the porters. There were 
also infamous tales of porters suddenly refusing to carry provisions, thereby bringing 
expeditions to a grinding halt.

 (3) The turning point came in 1949, with Nepal opening up to western mountaineers and 
Tibet closing its doors to foreigners, after the Second World War. With Tenzing Norgay’s 
ascent of Mt Everest, Sherpas began getting recognition and education. In 1950, those 
who were in India, started getting jobs with the government and in banks. Some even 
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became doctors. When the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute was founded, eight 
Sherpas, including Tenzing Norgay, were sent to Switzerland to receive training to 
become formal instructors. Today, many of them have emigrated to America. Still others 
have diversified, choosing other adventure sports such as rock climbing, trekking, and 
para gliding. The present generation of Sherpas pursue mountain climbing as a hobby 
rather than take it up as a profession.  

  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six of the eight questions by 
choosing the correct option. 

  11. When did Diki take up the profession?
 (a) After her husband’s death
 (b) After her daughter’s death
 (c) After her husband went missing
 (d) After her daughter went missing
  12. Why was climbing Mt Everest done from the Tibetan side earlier?
 (a) Nepal was closed to western mountaineers. 
 (b) Expeditions were flagged off from Darjeeling from the Northeast Ridge in 

Tibet.
 (c) The utter poverty in the region drove many of the mountaineers in the region. 
 (d) Both (i) and (ii)
  13. Why were Sherpas important for expeditions of yore?
 (a) As there were infamous tales of porters.
 (b) Without them expeditions ground to a halt.
 (c) As they are high altitude porters.
 (d) Due to their lucrative profession.
  14. The turning point in mountain climbing in the region is:
 (a) the opening up of Nepal in 1949 to western mountaineers. 
 (b) Tenzing Norgay’s ascent of Mt Everest.
 (c) that Indians started getting jobs with the government and in banks. 
 (d) that the Himalayan Mountaineering Institute was founded.
  15. What occupations do present day Sherpas take up?
 (a) Carry provisions (b) Conduct expeditions
 (c) Guide tourists  (d) Pursue mountain climbing as a hobby 
  16. Who is Lhakpa Diki?
 (a) The first woman mountaineer 
 (b) The only woman high-altitude guide 
 (c) A Sherpa
 (d) Both (A) and (B)
  17. Darjeeling’s tryst with the Himalayas began with the Dalai Lama giving his 

consent to:
 (a) women taking up the profession of high-altitude climbing guide
 (b) close Nepal to western mountaineers
 (c) climb Mount Everest from the Tibetian side 
 (d) accompany two eastern mountaineers to Green Lake 
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  18. The present generation of Sherpas pursue mountain climbing as a:
 (a) profession    (b) hobby 
 (c) both of these    (d) none of these 

 SECTION–B (GRAMMAR & WRITING) 

 III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate option for 
each. 

  19. ___________ it help you in your studies?
 (a) Will  (b) Was (c) Is  (d) Are 
  20. Choose the correct sentence from the following. 
 (a) Do you like a glass of water?
 (b) Would you like a glass of water?
 (c) Would you like the glass of water?
 (d) Do you like the glass of water? 
  21. There are __________ messages for you.
 (a) none  (b) no  (c) much  (d) little 
  22. The quality of products ________ over time. 
 (a) are degrading   (b) have been degrading 
 (c) have degraded  (d) were degraded 
  23. _________ Shatabdi Express will arrive at eight o’clock. 
 (a) A (b) Any  (c) Some  (d) The 
  24. Nazir said, “I did my duty with full justice.” Choose the option which has been 

correctly reported.
 (a) Nazir said that he had done his duty with full justice. 
 (b) Nazir said he had done his duty with full justice. 
 (c) Nazir asked if he had done his duty with full justice. 
 (d) Nazir said that he was doing his duty with full justice. 

 IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context below.
  You are Rajan. Recently, you bought a new smart phone but the phone developed a 

fault. Write a complaint letter to the company. 
  25. What should Rajan begin the letter with?
 (a) Date    (b) Recipient’s address
 (c) Subject    (d) Sender’s address 
  26. Select the appropriate subject for this letter. 
 (a) Fault in new smartphone 
 (b) Late delivery of new smartphone 
 (c) Complaint against customer service 
 (d) Replacement of old smartphone 
  27. What should Rajan highlight in this letter of complaint?
 (a) He should mention the date of purchase and the model of smartphone. 
 (b) He should brief the problem in the smartphone. 
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 (c) He should request for a replacement under warranty. 
 (d) All of these 
  28. Select the option to complete the conclusion of Rajan’s letter.
  I expect you to (i) __________________ within a week. Otherwise, I would be forced 

to (ii) _______________. 
 (a) (i) ship me a brand new smartphone; (ii) seek legal advice 
 (b) (i) ship me a refurbished smartphone; (ii) buy a new smartphone 
 (c) (i) ship me a brand new smartphone; (ii) repay the amount 
 (d) (i) ship me a refurbished smartphone; (ii) shut your store 
  29. Rajan should end the letter with:
 (a) Your true friend  (b) Yours sincerely 
 (c) See you soon    (d) All the best     
  30. What tone should Rajan follow when writing this letter of complaint?
 (a) Agressive    (b) Courteous 
 (c) Insulting    (d) Authoratitive

SECTION-C (LITERATURE)

 V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 

  It was during that meal that, just as Lencho had predicted, big drops of rain began to 
fall. In the North-East huge mountains of clouds could be seen approaching. The air 
was fresh and sweet. The man went out for no other reason than to have the pleasure 
of feeling the rain on his body.

  31. What could be seen approaching in the North-East?
 (a) Huge mountains of clouds (b) A group of birds
 (c) Cyclone    (d) Soldiers 
  32. Why did Lencho go out?
 (a) To save his crops (b) To check the weather 
 (c) To feel the rain on his body  (d) To get the clothes from getting wet 
  33. How is the air described in the extract?
 (a) Fresh    (b) Sweet 
 (c) Both of these   (d) None of these 
  34. What was Lencho’s prediction?
 (a) That it would rain  (b) That it would snow 
 (c) That the crops would damage  (d) That the flood could come 
  35. Which word from the following means the same as ‘forecast’?
 (a) Pleasure   (b) Prediction 
 (c) Reason   (d) Fresh 
 VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 
  Then his father flew over him screaming. He saw his two brothers and his sister flying 

around him curveting and banking and soaring and diving. Then he completely forgot 
that he had not always been able to fly, and commended himself to dive and soar and 
curve, shrieking shrilly. He was near the sea now, flying straight out over the ocean. 
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  36. Who flew over the young seagull screaming?
 (a) His mother    (b) His brothers 
 (c) His sister    (d) His father
  37. How were his two brothers and his sister flying?
 (a) Curveting and banking  (b) Soaring and diving 
 (c) Both (A) and (B) (d) Neither (A) nor (B)
  38. Where was the young seagull now?
 (a) Near the sea   (b) Near the grasslands
 (c) Near the lake    (d) Near the edge 
  39. What did the young seagull commend himself to do?
 (a) Dive  (b) Soar  (c) Curve  (d) All of these
  40. What change took place in the young seagull?
 (a) He became afraid.  (b) He became self-reliant.
 (c) He became cocky.  (d) He became circumspect. 
 VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.
  He hears the last voice at night 
  The patrolling cars, 
  And stares with his brilliant eyes 
  At the brilliant stars 

  41. Identify the poem from which the above lines have been taken. 
 (a) Animals    (b) A Tiger in the Zoo 
 (c) Fire and Ice    (d) The Tale of Custard the Dragon 
  42. What does the tiger hear at night in the zoo?
 (a) Roars of lion    (b) People talking 
 (c) Dog barking     (d) Sounds of cars 
  43. Why were the patrolling cars making rounds? 
 (a) To clean the zoo (b) To bath the animals 
 (c) To check if everything is right  (d) To terrorise the villagers 
  44. How do the eyes of a tiger look at night?
 (a) Bright    (b) Shiny 
 (c) Dull    (d) Both (i) and (ii)
  45. Which word from the following means the same as ‘to look fixedly’?
 (a) Patrolling    (b) Stares 
 (c) Brilliant    (d) Voice 
 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.
  The feeling among the neighbours was that the trouble was caused by witchcraft. But 

witchcraft or not, when news of the burglary at the clergyman’s home became known, 
the strange scientist was strongly suspected of having has a hand in it. Suspicion grew 
even stronger when he suddenly produced some ready cash, though he had admitted 
not long before that he had no money.
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  46. For which crime did people suspect the scientist?
 (a) People suspected the scientist for the kidnapping.
 (b) People suspected the scientist for the murder. 
 (c) People suspected the scientist for the burglary. 
 (d) People suspected the scientist for witchcraft. 
  47. Choose the statement from the given option which is NOT TRUE. 
 (a) Griffin paid his dues in the inn after the robbery at the clergyman’s, making 

the reference signature. 
 (b)  The burglary happened at the clergyman’s house. 
 (c) The feeling among the neighbours was the clergyman caused the trouble. 
 (d) Griffin suddenly produced some ready cash. 
  48. What is meant by ‘had a hand in it’?
 (a) Put the hand in it  (b) Was suspected 
 (c) Was involved    (d) Was questionable 
  49. Why did suspicion grew on the scientist?
 (a) Because he was the only one who was missing 
 (b) Because he was invisible
 (c) Because he was the only person who was seen in a clergyman’s home 
 (d) Because he had admitted earlier that he had no money 
  50. Which word from the following does not mean ‘to believe to be guilty’? 
 (a) Suspected    (b) Trusted 
 (c) Questionable    (d) Shaky 
 IX. Attempt the following. 
  51. In ‘The Ball Poem’, the poet seems to have indicated the merry bouncing of the 

ball to:
 (a) create a sense of rhythm in these lines.
 (b) support the happiness of the experience of playing. 
 (c) contrast with the dejected feeling of the boy. 
 (d) indicate the cheerful mood of the boy. 
  52. Why did the pilot not receive any answer from Paris control station?
 (a) Because he was not in his right mind 
 (b) Because he was not listening to them 
 (c) Because he was distracted 
 (d) Because his radio was broken
  53. Why did Lencho think of the help from God as his only hope?
 (a) Because his eyes see everything, even what is deep in one’s conscience 
 (b) Because he is omnipresent 
 (c) Because he is kind 
 (d) All of these   
  54. Which of the following factor was responsible for Tricki’s condition?
 (a) His habit of overeating  (b) Lack of exercise 
 (c) Lack of physical movement  (d) All of these 
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  55. Anil looked easy-going, kind and simple to the narrator. Which of the given 
characteristics would not fit in this description?

 (a) Compassionate  (b) Suave 
 (c) Uncomplicated  (d) Carefree 
  56. The postman at the post-office laughed because:
 (a) he received a parcel
 (b) he had irritation 
 (c) the postman said something 
 (d) the letter was addressed ‘To God’
  57. How do the eyes of the tiger look?
 (a) Sad (b) Brilliant  (c) Dark  (d) Light 
  58. Why does Mrs Hall find the scientist eccentric?
 (a) He visited during off season. (b) His intention was only to work. 
 (c) He looked weird (d) All of these 
  59. Who is the author of ‘His First Flight’?
 (a) Liam O’Flaherty  (b) Frederick Forsyth 
 (c) Roal Dahl    (d) Paulo Coehlo 
 60. Did Anil really mind his petty ways of earning money?
 (a) Yes    (b) No 
 (c) Maybe    (d) He didn’t earn through petty ways  

z z z
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PRACTICE PAPER 3

Time Allowed: 90 minutes

General Instructions: Same as Practice Paper–1.

 SECTION–A (READING)
 I. Read the passage given below.
 (1) The growth of technology for educational use has transformed the way in which people 

learn and access education. This is particularly true as regards the learning of languages, 
an area in which the explosion of mobile apps and interactive software for online learning 
has provided choice to a range of people who were previously unable to access foreign 
language education. Thus, there are many people who have begun learning foreign 
languages through the Duolingo system, a system that has been adapted across the 
entire US public school system. Worldwide, more than 80 mn people have downloaded 
this 2013 app of the year, which imparts education through the medium of games and 
has thereby attracted new demographics of language learners.

 (2) The founder and CEO of Duolingo, Luis von Ahn, says that when he founded his 
company, he was determined to find a way for people to learn a language, for free. 
According to him, there was an irony that people who needed the language the most 
didn’t have much money, since learning a language costs a lot.

 (3) While advances in technology may have created more opportunities for more people 
to access language learning, the question remains as to whether it is actually possible 
to learn a language only by using online tools. Learning with online tools requires that 
users have a smart phone or an Internet connection. Luis von Ahn says that this is not 
as unrealistic a scenario as it might seem. In the lower middle classes of developing 
countries, they usually have a smart phone, a lower end Android phone, with the easy 
access to online technology. Rosetta Stone, another language learning tool, has added 
apps to its suite. This long-standing provider of language learning software, has poured 
time and resources into research and concluded that mobile is the way forward.

 (4) One of the big changes caused by technology is the demographic shift of language 
learners. People from less privileged backgrounds are finding more affordable ways 
to learn. As is expected, English remains the most-in-demand language. The British 
Council estimates that by 2020, two billion people will be learning English across the 
world due to the advantage it offers economic migrants. 

  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten questions by 
choosing the correct option.

  1. What is the irony about language, according to Luis von Ahn?
 (a) That people from less privileged backgrounds are finding more affordable 

ways to learn
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 (b) That people who needed the language the most didn’t have much money 
 (c) That people have begun learning foreign languages through the Duolingo 

system
 (d) That games attract new demographics of language learners
  2. Where has the Duolingo system been adapted?
 (a) Across the world  (b) In Europe’s public school system 
 (c) In the US public school system  (d) All of these 
  3. What did the British Council estimate?
 (a) That by 2020, two million people will be learning English across the world
 (b) That by 2020, twenty million people will access online technology
 (c) That by 2020, the lower middle classes of developing countries will have a 

smart phone, a lower end Android phone
 (d) That by 2020, technology will create more opportunities for more people to 

access language learning 
  4. Based on your reading of the passage, choose the incorrect statement from the 

following.
 (a) There are many people who have begun learning foreign languages through  

the Duolingo system. 
 (b) Learning with online tools require a smart phone or an Internet connection. 
 (c) People from privileged backgrounds are finding more affordable ways to 

learn. 
 (d) There was an irony that people who needed the language the most didn’t have  

much money, since learning a language costs a lot.
  5. ‘Luis von Ahn says that this is not an unrealistic a scenario as it might seem.’ 

Substitute the underlined word with the most appropriate option from the 
following. 

 (a) Logical    (b) Impractical 
 (c) Lifelike    (d) Incredible 
  6. Choose the option that correctly states the meaning of ‘imparts’, as used in the 

passage. 
 (a) Pass on  (b) Withhold  (c) Suppress (d) Conceal 
  7. What is Rosetta Stone?
 (a) Interactive software  (b) Mobile app
 (c) Language learning tool  (d) School system 
  8. Which language remains the most-in-demand language?
 (a) English  (b) Hindi  (c) French  (d) German 
  9. Which is one of the big changes caused by technology?
 (a) Access to language learning only through smart phone 
 (b) Demographic shift of language learners 
 (c) Development of Duolingo system 
 (d) Explosion of mobile apps and interactive software 
  10. Who is the founder and CEO of Duolingo?
 (a) Mark Zuckerberg  (b) Bill Gates 
 (c) Luis von Ahn    (d) William 
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 II. Read the passage given below:
 (1) From the earliest known 

writing of Charlotte 
Bronte, a charmingly 
illustrated short story, 
the Villette, that the 
author penned for her 
little sister Anne, to Jane 
Austen’s wry recording 
of an acquaintance’s 
dismissal of Pride and 
Prejudice as ‘downright 
nonsense’, the British 
Library has put together 
1,200 of its greatest literary treasures online. With such valuable content, the British 
Library is expected to become the biggest English Literature resource.

 (2) The British Library has also launched the Victorian and Romantic section of its new 
Discovering Literature website. This was done after a survey, of more than 500 English 
teachers, which revealed that 82% secondary-school students find it hard to identify 
with classic authors. With materials from organisations like the Bronte Parsonage 
Museum and Keats House, the site at the British Library features manuscripts from 
authors, including Blake, Wordsworth, Shelley, Keats, Austen, Dickens and Wilde, as 
well as diaries, letters, newspaper clippings, and photographs, in an attempt to bring 
that period of English Literature to life.

 (3) There’s a lock of Shelley’s hair in the poem Ozymandias and an early draft of Wilde. 
‘The importance of Being Earnest’, as well as newspaper coverage of his 1895 trial. One 
press clipping reveals an illustration of the trial’s dosing moments as well as two closing 
vignettes that contrast the author’s former fame with the new convict status.

 (4) The website also features an 1809 dictionary of criminal slang, including words found 
in the works of Charles Dickens, and the largest collection of children’s Bronte writings, 
such as their miniature notebooks detailing their fantasy words of Gondol and Angria. It 
also includes Charlotte Bronte’s little book made for her sister Anne, which is illustrated 
with tiny watercolour drawings, and features its original covers made from a piece of 
flowered wallpaper. The British Library head of public reading and learning said that 
contact with such original material can bring life to a novel or poem written centuries ago.

  Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight questions by 
choosing the correct option. 

  11. The British library is expected to become the biggest online literature resource 
because:

 (a) it has just put together 1500 books. 
 (b) it has greatest literary treasures online. 
 (c) it has the biggest library.
 (d) it has a discovering website.
  12. Why was the Discovering Literature segment added to the website? 
 (a) Because of a survey conducted by 500 schools
 (b) To bring the period of English Literature to life
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 (c)  Because British library features manuscripts from authors including Blake, 
Wordsworth, etc

 (d)  Because 82% of the secondary school children found it hard to identify with 
classic authors

  13. What attempt has been made to bring English literature to life at the British  
Library?

 (a) Material has been collected from the Bronte Parsonage Museum and Keats. 
 (b) Manuscripts of prominent authors have been collected.
 (c) Diaries and photographs and newspaper clippings have been collected. 
 (d) All of these
  14. What is unique about the copy of Ozymandias at the British Library?
 (a) It is an early draft of Blake. (b) It is a coverage of his 1895 trial.
 (c) It has a lock of Shelley’s hair. (d) It has two closing vignettes.
  15. What details do the newspaper clippings about Oscar Wilde reveal?
 (a) About his early draft (b) About his trial of 1895
 (c) About two closing vignettes (d) Both (ii) and (iii)
 16. There’s a __________ in the poem Ozymandias. 
 (a) newspaper clipping  (b) lock of Shelley’s hair 
 (c) manuscript of Blake  (d) none of these 
  17 The website also features the largest collection of children’s writings of:
 (a) Charles Dickens  (b) Gondol 
 (c) Angria    (d) Bronte 
  18. The website also features an 1809 dictionary of:
 (a) criminal slang   (b) Bronte writing 
 (c) poetry    (d) all of these

 SECTION–B (GRAMMAR & WRITING)

 III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate option for 
each. 

  19. Which of the following tense is used to express that an action started in the past 
and is continuing till now? 

 (a) Present perfect tense (b) Past perfect continuous tense 
 (c) Past continuous tense  (d) Present perfect continuous tense 
  20. Keshav said, “Rita is busy right now.” Choose the option which has been correctly 

reported.
 (a) Keshav said Rita was busy. 
 (b) Keshav informed that Rita was busy then. 
 (c) Keshav said Rita had been busy. 
 (d) Keshav informed that Rita is busy. 
  21. I ___________ have won the tournament. 
 (a) need to  (b) will  (c) could (d) dare to 
  22. The thief and the eye-witness ___________. 
 (a) has escaped    (b) has been escaping 
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 (c) was escaping    (d) have escaped 
  23. _____________ left a letter for you at the gate. 
 (a) Somebody    (b) None 
 (c) Everybody    (d) Anybody 
  24. There’s not much time left. I __________ start packing for the tour. 
 (a) need to   (b) might  (c) can  (d) could 
 IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context below.
  You are Aman, a resident of Mahalakshmi Apartments, Patparganj, Delhi. Your 

residential area is flooded with road-side dwellers that are deprived of basic civic 
amenities, like street lights, public toilets, and bathrooms. Write a letter to the editor of 
‘The Hindustan Times’, highlighting the problems of these road-side dwellers, and also 
the problems posed by them to the public.

  25. Select the option which is an irrelevant detail for this letter. 
 (a) Asking for funds 
 (b) Briefing about the problems faced by the residents 
 (c) Suggesting possible solutions for the problem addressed
 (d) Appealing the authorities to do the needful 
  26. Choose the option which Aman should elaborate regarding the difficulties faced 

by the residents. 
 (a) roadside dwellers deprived of basic civic amenities 
 (b) plight of residents 
 (c) threat to the health of residents 
 (d) All of these 
  27.  Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Highlighting the problems of residents 
 (b) Highlighting the problems of roadside dwellers
 (c) Inconvenience faced by the roadside dwellers 
 (d) Drawing attention of the roadside dwellers against residents 
  28. Complete the concluding line of the letter by choosing the correct option. 
  I appeal to the authorities to ___________________________________. 
 (a) look into the matter  (b) take speedy measures 
 (c) both of these    (d) none of these 
  29. Which of the following points should Aman consider while writing the letter to 

editor?
 (a) It should contain adequate and important information. 
 (b) It should be written to deliver objective and constructive comments. 
 (c) It should deliver an understandable message and comply with the newspaper’s 

format. 
 (d) All of these 
  30. Aman should mention the important concern of the letter in the:
 (a) opening    (b) subject 
 (c) salutation    (d) body 
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SECTION-C (LITERATURE)

 V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 

  We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge ourselves to liberate all 
our people from the continuing bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender and 
other discrimination. Never, never, and never again shall it be that this beautiful land 
will again experience the oppression of one by another. The sun shall never set on so 
glorious a human achievement.

  31. Which ‘experience of oppression’ is being referred to here?
 (a) The experience of the Blacks being oppressed by the White people
 (b) The experience of slavery 
 (c) The experience of tragedy 
 (d) The experience of being feared 
  32. What does the expression – ‘the sun shall never set here’ – imply?
 (a) That the summer shall be long this year
 (b) That every household should have access to light 
 (c) That the sun of liberty shall never set and their country should enjoy the 

freedom 
 (d) That every city must be well-lit even during the night time 
  33. What is the remarkable achievement that Nelson Mandela is boasting about?
 (a) First democratic, non-racial government 
 (b) A government elected through unfair means 
 (c) First government formed by the Black
 (d) A government elected through fear and bribes
  34. Which word from the following means the same as ‘freedom from restriction’?
 (a) Oppression    (b) Despotism 
 (c) Bondage    (d) Emancipation 
  35. Which ‘beautiful land’ is Nelson Mandela talking about in the above extract?
 (a) A small piece of arable land 
 (b) The beautiful land of Manhattan 
 (c) The beautiful land of America 
 (d) None of these 
 VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow. 
  I wrote three pages Mr Keesing had assigned me and was satisfied. I argued that talking 

is a student’s trait and that I would try to keep it under control, but I would never be 
able to cure myself of the habit since my mother talked as much as I did if not more, and 
that there’s not much you can do about inherited traits. 

  36. Anne said that she would never be able to:
 (a) forgive her classmates 
 (b) fight with Mr Keesing
 (c) cure herself of the habit of talking
 (d) help anyone 
  37. How did Anne justify her being a chatterbox in her essay?
 (a) Anne argued that talking was a student’s trait 
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 (b) She argued she had inherited it from her mother
 (c) Both (a) and (b)
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
  38. Which fact shows that the narrator was intelligent?
 (a) She made everyone laugh with her wit. 
 (b) She used convincing arguments in her essay.
 (c) Both (a) and (b)
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
  39. Based on the lesson, how else can Anne be seen other than being talkative?
 (a) As corny    (b) As mature
 (c) As delusional    (d) As laughable 
  40. How long was Anne’s second essay which was given by Mr Keesing? 
 (a) 1000 words    (b) Seven paragraphs 
 (c) Three pages   (d) Two pages 
 VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.

  But if it had to perish twice, 
  I think I know enough of hate 
  To say that for destruction ice 
  Is also great 
	 	 And	would	suffice.		

  41. Identify the poem from which the above stanza has been taken.
 (a) Ice and Fire   
 (b) Fire and Ice 
 (c) Life on Ice  
 (d) Reflections on Ice-Breaking 
  42. Identify the poet of the above stanza from the following. 
 (a) Ogden Nash    (b) Edmund Spencer 
 (c) Mary Havran    (d) Robert Frost 
  43. Explain, ‘….And would suffice’. 
 (a) The world is set to end.
 (b) Ice is dangerous.
 (c) Ice is just as capable as fire in ending the world.
 (d) None of these 
  44. Which of the following are elements of fire that can destroy our world?
 (a) Rage    (b) Greed 
 (c) Obsession    (d) All of these 
  45. Which of the following are elements of ice that can destroy the world?
 (a) Prejudice    (b) Passion 
 (c) Competition    (d) All of these 
 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow.
  “Well it’s time I did some real work, I told myself; I’m out of practice. And if I don’t take 

the money, he’ll only waste it on his friends. After all, he doesn’t even pay me.” 
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  46. What will he waste on his friends?
 (a) Time    (b) Money 
 (c) Food   (d) All of these 
  47. What ‘real work’ is the speaker talking about?
 (a) Surgery    (b) Running 
 (c) Stealing    (d) Cooking 
  48. Hari wants to steal Anil’s money because:
 (a) he was to pay his debt (b) he has no stolen anything for a long time 
 (c) he money belongs to him  (d) none of these
  49. What makes the speaker say that he was out of practice?
 (a) Because he was not into practice 
 (b) Because he has not done practice yet 
 (c) Because he has not robbed anyone recently 
 (d) Because he does not believe in practice 
  50.  Anil is a _______________ man. 
 (a) careful    (b) alcoholic
 (c) careless   (d) hardworking 
 IX. Attempt the following. 
  51. What type of government was chosen in South Africa?
 (a) A democratic government through fair elections 
 (b) A democratic government through unfair means 
 (c) A government in the King’s name
 (d) A democratic government in the Queen’s name 
  52. How did Anne feel when she was punished the third time by Mr Keesing?
 (a) She was happy as she had to write three essays on the same topic. 
 (b) She enjoyed making fun of Mr Keesing in her own way. 
 (c) She was worried as she had run out of original ideas for her essay. 
 (d) She was thrilled at another opportunity to showcase her writing abilities.  
  53. What is meant by ‘stalking the length of his cage’?
 (a) The tiger is locked in a cage. 
 (b) The tiger is staring the people. 
 (c) The tiger is walking from one end of the cage to another. 
 (d) The tiger is waiting to hunt for food.  
  54. Anil made money ‘by fits and starts’ means that he:
 (a) deemed it fit to start investing money 
 (b) started earning money in the recent past
 (c) received money intermittently
 (d) put his money to use frequently  
  55. Mrs Hall felt that the room was haunted by spirits because:
 (a) she could see evil spirits 
 (b) she heard strange noise 
 (c) uncanny things happened there 
 (d) the door slammed shut 
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  56. What made Maddie feel shuddered?
 (a) Being called sensitive  (b) Being called rude 
 (c) Becoming Peggy’s next target (d) Losing Peggy’s friendship 
   57. Why do some people say that the world will end in ice?
 (a) Because the snow is melting in Antarctica 
 (b) Because hatred among people is increasing 
 (c) Because the world will perish twice
 (d) None of these 
  58. What was the postmaster’s reaction on seeing the letter?
 (a) He shed a tear.  (b) He started laughing.
 (c) He was amused.  (d) He was shocked.
  59. What did the story of young seagull teach us?
 (a) To avoid mistakes  (b) To face our fears 
 (c) To stick with our kin  (d) To fly where our heart wants 
   60. In ________ weeks, Tricki was transformed into a hard-muscled animal. 
 (a) two  (b) three (c) four  (d) seven  

z z z
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Answers of Practice Paper–01

SECTION-A
 I.   1. (c) 2. (a) 3. (c) 4. (b) 5. (d) 6. (c) 7. (a) 8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (b) 
 II. 11. (d) 12. (d) 13. (a) 14. (c) 15. (b) 16. (d) 17. (a) 18. (c)

SECTION-B
 III. 19. (b) 20. (c) 21. (c) 22. (b) 23. (c) 24. (c)
 IV. 25. (c) 26. (b) 27. (a) 28. (c) 29. (c) 30. (a)

SECTION-C
 V. 31. (c) 32. (c) 33. (a) 34. (a) 35. (b)
 VI. 36. (a) 37. (c) 38. (a) 39. (c) 40. (a)
 VII. 41. (d) 42. (a) 43. (b) 44. (a) 45. (c)
 VIII. 46. (b) 47. (a) 48. (d) 49. (c) 50. (b)
 IX. 51. (b) 52. (b) 53. (c) 54. (d) 55. (c) 56. (a) 57. (d) 58. (b) 59. (b) 60. (b)

Answers of Practice Paper–02

SECTION-A
 I.   1. (a) 2. (b) 3. (d) 4. (c) 5. (d) 6. (b) 7. (d) 8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (d)
 II. 11. (c) 12. (b) 13. (b) 14. (a) 15. (d) 16. (d) 17. (c) 18. (b)

SECTION-B
  III. 19. (a) 20. (b) 21. (b) 22. (a) 23. (d) 24. (a)
 IV. 25. (d) 26. (a) 27. (d) 28. (a) 29. (b) 30. (b) 

SECTION-C
 V. 31. (a) 32. (c) 33. (c) 34. (a) 35. (b)
 VI. 36. (d) 37. (c) 38. (a) 39. (d) 40. (b)
 VII. 41. (b) 42. (d) 43. (c) 44. (d) 45. (b)
 VIII. 46. (c) 47. (c) 48. (c) 49. (d) 50. (a)
 IX. 51. (c) 52. (d) 53. (a) 54. (d) 55. (b) 56. (d) 57. (b) 58. (c) 59. (a) 60. (b)

Answers of Practice Paper–03

SECTION-A
 I.   1. (b) 2. (c) 3. (a) 4. (c) 5. (b) 6. (a) 7. (c) 8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (c)
 II. 11. (b) 12. (d) 13. (d) 14. (c) 15. (d) 16. (b) 17. (d) 18. (a)

SECTION-B
 III. 19. (d) 20. (b) 21. (c) 22. (d) 23. (a) 24. (a)
 IV. 25. (a) 26. (d) 27. (b) 28. (c) 29. (d) 30. (b)

SECTION-C
 V. 31. (a) 32. (c) 33. (a) 34. (b) 35. (c)
 VI. 36. (c) 37. (c) 38. (b) 39. (b) 40. (c)
 VII. 41. (b) 42. (d) 43. (c) 44. (d) 45. (a) 
 VIII. 46. (b) 47. (c) 48. (b) 49. (c) 50. (c)
 IX. 51. (a) 52. (c) 53. (c) 54. (c) 55. (c) 56. (c) 57. (b) 58. (b) 59. (b) 60. (a)

z z z
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STAGE 1: INTRODUCTION (1 MIN)

Procedure

Examiner : Hello, please sit down.

       My name is ______________________________________________________.

      What is your name? (to Candidate A)

      And what’s your name? (to Candidate B)

      So your names are (name and serial number A) and (name and serial number B).

      (To Candidate A) Tell me something about your family.

      Candidate A responds: _____________________________________.

      (To Candidate B) Tell me something about your hobbies.

      Candidate B responds: _____________________________________.

STAGE 2: TOPIC PRESENTATION (4 MIN)

Examiner : Now (Candidate A), you are going to speak about your topic. 

  When you have finished, Candidate B will ask you a question and then I will ask you 
some more questions.

  Would you like to begin please?

Candidate A : My topic is ‘India’s Health is its Wealth’. 

  Healthcare is key to growth—but despite turning the tide on polio and HIV, public 
spending on healthcare in India is extremely low–1.1% of GDP. That compares to 
2.4% in China and 4.9% in Brazil, two countries wisely betting on health.

   Despite its growing prosperity, India has the highest burden of malnutrition in the 
world. Malnutrition is the underlying cause of almost half of all child deaths, and for 
those children who survive it leads to cognitive impairment that prevents millions of 
children from ever reaching their potential.

  As the economist Dean Spears has written, “Because the problems that prevent 
children from growing tall also prevent them from growing into healthy, productive 
and smart adults, height predicts adult economic outcomes and cognitive 
achievement.”

SPEAKING 
ASSESSMENT (Time 8 min)
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  In short, India’s malnutrition crisis is not just bad for India’s malnourished children; 
it also limits the country’s economic progress.

  The driving force to support India’s progress in health and development is Indian 
government and Indian people. The government is investing, but not enough. 
People need to be made aware and educated about public health and hygiene. Poor 
sanitation is a massive cause of disease and malnutrition. If more people understand 
these connections, they would be better able to protect themselves and their families.    

Examiner : Thank you. (Candidate A)

  Can you ask (to Candidate B) a question please?

Candidate B : How can the awareness about public health be brought among Indian people?

Candidate A responds: The awareness about public health can be  brought by health, education and 
free check-up camps.

    Health campaign and programme should be launched to educate Indian villagers 
about health and sanitation. In cities, people should be encouraged to dump wastes 
and litter carefully. Government should arrange proper waste dumping facilities 
and raise health investment.  

Examiner asks 2 or 3 follow-up questions as appropriate from the topic prompt list.

For example, 

Examiner : What initiative will you take to make India a healthy nation? 

Candidate A responds: In my home and locality, I’ll encourage people to keep their home and locality 
clean and healthy. 

Examiner : How does poor health affect a nation?

Candidate A responds: A nation’s health is a nation’s wealth. Poor sanitation and unhealthy environment 
prevent the children from growing into healthy, productive and smart adults.

Examiner : Thank you Candidate A. (To Candidate B) You are going to tell us about your topic. 
When you have finished, Candidate A will ask a question and then I will ask you 
some more questions. Would you like to begin please? 

Candidate B : I am going to speak few lines on ‘Importance of Meditation’. 

  One can do ‘dhyan’ or ‘meditation’ in the presence of the divine. However, certain 
energies make their appearance and begin to distract. If at that point of time, the 
practitioner opens his eyes and starts looking here and there, then the whole effort 
gets spoilt.

  Once one is in dhyan, one should not worry about anything material. Just worry 
about what you are doing. This is the most sacred subject. If we show disrespect to it, 
it will do more harm than good. If one is distracted doing it, it might have a negative 
effect. When one performs certain practices, certain energies around the person are 
so subtle and powerful that they attract materialistic pleasures.
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   Yoga talks about these things and says, “You will get an intense attraction towards 
these materialistic pleasures, but at that time, whatever one does has to be in 
moderation.”

  Yoga says that if at that time, one is moderate or so to say, able to control the desire 
for physical pleasures, he or she will cross over the hurdles of distractions and 
go into dhyan. So, it is important that when we are doing dhyan, no matter what 
distractions come over us, try and hold on to the path of yoga and don’t get stuck at 
a stage of materialistic pleasures.

Examiner : Thank you (Candidate B). Can you ask (to Candidate A) a question please?

Candidate A : What is the most important thing we should keep in mind while meditation?

Candidate B responds: We should be cautious about distractions while meditation, otherwise it would 
have a negative effect. 

Examiner asks 2 or 3 follow-up questions as appropriate from the topic prompt list. 

For example:

Examiner : What is the importance of meditation?

Candidate B responds: It decreases negativity and increases positivity in us. It also increases our 
concentration power.

Examiner : Which is the best way of meditation?

Candidate B responds: Yoga is the best way of meditation. 

STAGE 3: TOPIC PROBLEM SOLVING (3 MIN)

Examiner : Thank you. Now, let’s go to the next task.

  I’m going to give you a card which has information about a problem.

  I’d like you to read the information and then discuss together how you are going to 
solve the problem. 

You have 2 minutes to do this. Here is your problem.

Stage 3 sample problem solving card
QQ Your classmates show truancy towards physical exercises. To escape from PT classes, they make false 

excuses. They are reluctant to do exercises. 
QQ With your partner, discuss this problem and decide what you can do to make the students aware 

about physical exercises.
QQ Candidates read the card for 20 secs, then are asked to start speaking.
QQ Candidates get to discuss the problem and a solution.

Examiner : Ok, can you stop now please? 

  Can you agree on a solution? What is it? 
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Candidates respond: Exercise can help to prevent excess weight gain or help lose weight. When we 
engage in physical activity, we burn calories.

  A healthy mind resides in a healthy body. Students by eating high calorie food and 
sitting before TV and computer are becoming couch potatoes. At a very young age, 
they suffer from diabetes, obesity and heart diseases. So, it is rightly said that health is 
wealth.

The examiner asks 1 or 2 follow-up questions as appropriate from the list of problem solving prompts.

Stage 3 Example of follow-up questions.
QQ Do you think your solution will be effective enough? Why/Why not?
QQ What is the root cause of students’ reluctancy towards physical exercises?
QQ What are the benefits of physical exercises?

Thank you and goodbye.

zQzQz
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TASK–1

You will hear an advertisement of an Online Programme. Read the notes below, then listen to the advertisement 
and complete the notes with one or two words only. You will hear the recording twice.

Presenting Extramarks Live 

Your Online Class with You 
QQ Freedom to study at your own space and pace.
QQ Three pronged approach of ‘Learn’, ‘Practice’ and ‘Test’ to fulfil all study requirements.
QQ Continuity of concepts from school to home. Your Anytime-Anywhere Flip Class.
QQ The learning modules are adopted by over 5,000 schools in India and abroad.
QQ Get connected to your friends, mentor/parents or teachers.
QQ Make your own study schedules and review your performance.

Covers entire curriculum for classes Nursery to XII.

Come, take your flip class–Anytime-Anywhere. Access Extramarks Live on internet, buy a tablet or 
Micro SD Card to use on your tablet.

Experience the changed world of education.

 1. Extramarks Live is _____________ . 

 2. Three pronged approach of _____________, _____________ and _____________ to fulfil all study 
requirements.

 3. It is Anytime-Anywhere _____________class.

 4. It gives you freedom to study at your own _____________ and _____________.

TASK–2

You will hear a conversation between a teacher and a student. You will hear the recording twice.

Teacher : Vairamuthu...

Vairamuthu : Present Sir.

Teacher : Why were you absent yesterday?

Vairamuthu : I had to attend my sister’s marriage yesterday.

Teacher : Why did you not send a leave letter?

Vairamuthu : Because I was in a hurry yesterday.

Teacher : Where was the marriage held?

Vairamuthu : It was held in K.K. Nagar.

LISTENING 
ASSESSMENT (Time 8 min)
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Teacher : When was the function over?

Vairamuthu : The function was over at 12.30 p.m.

Teacher : You could have attended it in the evening.

Vairamuthu : Sorry Sir. I could not. Because I had to go with the couple.

Teacher : Hereafter, I will punish you for not sending leave letter.

Vairamuthu : Sir, I will not do so hereafter. Please excuse me this time.

Read the statements below, then listen to the conversation and choose five of the options A-H which are 
correct. Which five of the following statements are true?    

 A. Vairamuthu was absent without prior information.  

 B. Vairamuthu went to his brother’s marriage.

 C. Vairamuthu sent a leave letter to his teacher.

 D. The marriage was held in K.K Nagar.

 E. Vairamuthu could attend the marriage in the evening.

 F. The teacher wanted to punish Vairamuthu.

 G. Vairamuthu will not do that again.

 H. Vairamuthu was in a hurry to attend the marriage.

TASK–3

You will hear five short extracts of people talking about ‘Reality Television Shows’. You will hear the recording 
twice.

Speaker 1 : Reality television has spread like wild fire, leaving little doubt that our children are 
likely to add multiple examples of this type of programming.

Speaker 2 : Children who view reality programs have been shown to suffer ill-effects from the 
content of such programming. One Australian study reveals that children who watched 
reality programming are significantly more likely to associate wealth, popularity and 
beauty as factors that contribute to happiness.

Speaker 3 : Although not all reality programming involves underage participants but some do. 
These have also been shown to have a negative impact on the children involved. An 
environment in which kids find themselves surrounded by cameras most of the time 
have the tendency to make the challenge of growing up much more difficult.

Speaker 4 : When competitive reality shows incorporate children, there is an added pressure and 
sense of rejection when things don’t work out.

Speaker 5 : Children find it difficult to tell the difference between reality and fantasy. I think 
we should talk and discuss what we see, especially sensitive situations and topics and 
point out what is acceptable and not, and why not. Identify the values each show may 
present and talk about them in detail to maintain a balanced view of what is important. 

Read the statements below and match each statement A-G to each speaker 1-5. There are two statements you 
do not need.

 A. Sometimes, reality show is beneficial to children.

 B. There is an added pressure and sense of rejection when things don’t work out.



235Speaking and Listening Skills

 C. Reality television has spread like a wild fire.

 D. Reality shows are more popular than other shows. 

 E. Children who watch reality show are likely to associate wealth, popularity and beauty as factors 
that contribute to happiness.

 F. It is necessary to maintain a balanced view of what is important.

 G. It has negative impact on the children involved in it.

TASK–4

You will hear a speech on internet. You will hear the recording twice.
Although internet is, without any doubt, an amazing development offering enormous opportunities, 
possibilities, remedies and suggestions in many forms to millions of users, it can also be called a wild 
land. Freedom always carries with it a high price and the uncontrollable nature of the internet can bring 
additional problems.
It is because of this reason that some parents refuse to get an internet connection in their homes. Some 
people argue that television corrupts children and teenagers enough as it is, so why should anyone bring 
along oneself this added threat?
Undoubtedly, the internet lays open an entire world in its good and bad forms at the child’s feet but 
doesn’t the book do the same? Some educated parents feel that if they can control the reading habits 
of their children, they can control their viewing habits too. “You can’t bring-up a child in an antiseptic 
atmosphere,” they say. It is the values that the child inherits from a family that shapes the habits of 
a child. If a child is taught early in life what is good for him in the long run, he may not embark on 
unwanted adventures, even if there is no one to supervise him. There are others who beg to differ. At the 
tender age of ten or twelve, if you tempt a child, you may not be able to hold him back. The fact is the 
onslaught of printed material, media and the internet on the lives of the literate population of the world 
continues unhindered regardless of the heated debates on their merits and demerits.    

Read the questions given below and choose the appropriate answers. 

 1. What is called as a wild land?

  (a) Television

  (b) Books

  (c) Internet

 2. Uncontrollable nature of the internet can bring:

  (a) high price 

  (b) additional problems

  (c) freedom

 3. ____________________________ corrupts children. 

  (a) Internet

  (b) Television

  (c) Video games

 4. What do some educated parents feel?

  (a) Viewing habits can be controlled 

  (b) Viewing habits cannot be controlled

  (c) Internet is a threat
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 5. A child can’t be brought up in _____________________ atmosphere.

  (a) antiseptic

  (b) aesthetic 

  (c) adventurous 

 6. A child can be easily tempted at the age of: 

  (a) 10

  (b) 12

  (c) both (a) and (b)

Answers of Listening Test–1
TASK–1
 1. Online class programme
 2. Learn, Practice, Test
 3. Flip class
 4. Space and pace

TASK–2
        (A);                   (D);                  (F);              (G);  (H)
TASK–3
       (B);                   (C);                  (E);              (F);  (G) 
TASK–4
 1. (c) 2. (b) 3. (b)    4. (a)  5. (a)         6. (c)

zQzQz




