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(iii)

 English Language & Literature-10 (Term-1) is based on the latest curriculum 
released by the CBSE in July 2021 for the examination to be conducted between November-
December 2021. It will certainly prove to be a torch-bearer for those who toil hard to achieve 
their goal. The book contains three sections:

Section A: Reading—This section comprises Case-Based Factual and Discursive passages 
with questions and answers as per the latest CBSE question pattern which will enable the 
students to comprehend and describe any event effectively.

Section B: Writing and Grammar—This section describes the art of writing Letters of 
Complaint and Letters to the Editor.

Besides, in Grammar Detailed Resource Material has been given with a number of solved and  
unsolved exercises for the practice of students. Both MCQ based questions on the prescribed 
grammar topics and Integrated Grammar will provide ample practice to the students and 
prepare them suitably for the examinations.

Section C: Literature Textbooks—This section contains NCERT textbooks First Flight 
(English Reader) and Footprints without Feet (Supplementary Reader).

Main Features of the Book

• Based on CBSE vide Circular No. Acad-51/2021, all the sections of the book contain Multiple 
Choice Questions for both Solved and Unsolved Exercises.

• Covers a variety of Passages—both case-based Factual and Discursive.

• In Literature section, each lesson contains about the author/poet, theme of the story, and a 
short summary of the story/poem.

• Latest CBSE Sample Paper and 2 Sample Papers for mock test are given with answers 
and OMR sheets for self assessment.

• The language used in this book is lucid and according to the students’ level of understanding.

The book is up-to-date, dependable and learner friendly resource. We are sure that this book 
will meet the needs of the learners.

Note from the Publishers
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(iv)

Term-I

READING
Questions based on the following kinds of unseen passages to assess inference, evaluation, 
vocabulary, analysis and interpretation:
 1. Discursive passage (400-450 words)
 2. Case based Factual passage (with visual input/ statistical data/ chart etc. 300-350 

words)

WRITING SKILL
 1. Formal letter based on a given situation.
    Letter to the Editor
    Letter of Complaint (Official)
    Letter of Complaint (Business)

GRAMMAR
 1. Tenses
 2. Modals
 3. Subject-Verb Concord
 4. Determiner
 5. Reported Speech
 6. Commands and Requests
 7. Statements
 8. Questions

LITERATURE
Questions based on extracts / texts to assess interpretation, inference, extrapolation beyond 
the text and across the texts.

FIRST FLIGHT
 1.  A Letter to God
 2.  Nelson Mandela

SYLLABUS
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(v)

 3. Two Stories About Flying
 4. From the Diary of Anne Frank
 5. The Hundred Dresses 1
 6. The Hundred Dresses 2

POEMS
 1. Dust of Snow
 2. Fire and Ice
 3. A Tiger in the Zoo
 4. The Ball Poem

FOOTPRINTS WITHOUT FEET
 1. A Triumph of Surgery
 2. The Thief's Story
 3. Footprints Without Feet

EACH SEMESTER

SECTION WEIGHTAGE (IN MARKS)
READING 10

WRITING & GRAMMAR 10

LITERATURE 20

TOTAL 40

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT 10

GRAND TOTAL 50
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7

PASSAGE-1
 1. The choices we make on a daily basis—wearing a seatbelt, lifting heavy objects correctly 

or purposely staying out of any dangerous situation—can either ensure our safety or 
bring  about potentially harmful circumstances.

 2. You and I need to make a decision that we are going to get our lives in order. Exercising 
self-control, self-discipline and establishing boundaries and borders in our lives are 
some of the most important things we can do. A life without discipline is one that’s 
filled with carelessness.

 3. We can think it’s kind of exciting to live life on the edge. We like the image of “Yeah! 
That’s me! Living on the edge! Woo-hoo!” It’s become a popular way to look at life. But 
if you see, even highways have lines, which provide margins for our safety while we’re 
driving. If we  go over one side, we’ll go into the ditch. If we cross over the line in the 
middle, we could get killed. And we like those lines because they help to keep us safe. 
Sometimes we don’t even realise how lines help to keep us safe.

 4. I’m not proud of this, but for the first 20 years of my life at work, I ignored my limits. 
I felt horrible, physically, most of the time. I used to tell myself “I know I have limits 
and that I’ve reached them, but I’m going to ignore them and see if or how long I can get 
by with it.” I ran to doctors, trying to make myself feel better through pills, vitamins, 
natural stuff and anything I could get my hands on. Some of the doctors would tell me, 
“It’s just stress.” That just made me mad. I thought stress meant you don’t like what 
you do or can’t handle life, and I love what I do. But I kept pushing myself, travelling, 
doing speaking engagements and so on— simply exhausting myself.

 5. Finally, I understood I was living an unsustainable life and needed to make some 
changes in my outlook and lifestyle.

 6. You and I don’t have to be like everyone else or keep up with anyone else. Each of us 
needs to be exactly the way we are, and we don’t have to apologise for it. We’re not 
all alike and we need to find a comfort zone in which we can enjoy our lives instead of 
making ourselves sick with an overload of stress and pressure. (CBSE S.P. 2020-21)

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) The reason why living on the edge has become popular, is because of the:
 (a) constant need for something different.
 (b) population being much younger.
 (c) exhausting effort to make changes.
 (d) strong tendency to stay within our limits.

1 Discursive Passages

Section-A : ReAding compRehenSion
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8     English languagE & litEraturE-X

 (ii) Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage from the given 
quotes.

It’s all about 
quality of life and 
finding a happy 
balance between 
work and friends.

— Philip Green

To go beyond is as 
wrong as to fall 
short.

— Confucius

Life is like riding 
a bicycle. To keep 
your balance 
you must keep 
moving.

— Albert Einstein

Balance is not 
something 
you find, it’s 
something you 
create.

— Jana Kingsford

(1) (2) (3) (4)

 (a) Option (1) (b) Option (2) (c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)
 (iii) Which of the characteristics are apt about the writer in the following context: “I 

know I have limits and that I’ve reached them but I’m going to ignore them and 
see if or how long I can get by with it”?

 1. Negligent 2. Indecisive 3. Spontaneous 4. Reckless
 5. Purposeless 6. Patient
 (a) 2 and 5 (b) 3 and 6 (c) 1 and 4 (d) 2 and 3
 (iv) Which of the following will be the most appropriate title for the passage?
 (a) Much too soon   (b) Enough is enough
 (c) How much is too much? (d) Have enough to do?
 (v) The phrase “potentially harmful circumstances” refers to circumstances that can:
 (a) certainly be dangerous (b) be fairly dangerous
 (c) be possibly dangerous (d) seldom be dangerous
 (vi) Select the option that makes the correct use of “unsustainable”, as used in the 

passage, to fill in the blank space.
  (a) In the long run, the ................ officials followed emergency procedures.
  (b) Emergency procedures were ................ by the officials.
  (c) Officials reported an ................ set of events during the emergency.
  (d) Officials admit that the emergency system is ................ in the longer run.
 (vii) The author attempts to ................ the readers through this write-up.
  (a) rebuke (b) question (c) offer aid to (d) offer advice to
 (viii) The author uses colloquial words such as “yeah” and “Woo-hoo!”. Which of the 

following is NOT a colloquial word?
  (a) Hooked (b) Guy (c) Stuff (d) Stress
 (ix) What does the author mean when he says, “to get our lives in order”?
  (a) To resume our lives (b) To organise our lives
  (c) To rebuild our lives (d) To control our lives
 (x) Choose the option that correctly states the two meanings of ‘outlook’, as used in 

the passage.
  1. A person’s evaluation of life  2. A person’s experiences in life
  3. A person’s point of view towards life  4. A person’s regrets in life
  5. A person’s general attitude to life
  (a) (1) and (4) (b) (2) and (3) (c) (3) and (5) (d) (4) and (5)
Answers:
 (i) (a)  (ii) (d)  (iii) (c)  (iv) (c) (v) (c)
 (vi) (d) (vii) (d) (viii) (d) (ix)  (b) (x) (c)
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DiscursivE PassagEs 9

PASSAGE-2
 1. The road to success is not straight; there is a curve called failure, a loop called confusion, 

speed bumps called friends, caution lights called family, and you will have flats called 
jobs. But, if you have a spare called determination, an engine called perseverance, 
insurance called faith, and a driver called God, you will make it to a place called success! 
In spite of all our planning and preparation, unexpected challenges are certain to arise. 
The bumps in the road are unavoidable, but you’ll never get to your destination if you 
aren’t willing to drive over them. The difference between a disaster and triumph lies 
in whether or not you’re prepared and willing to weather the storm. If you’re ready, 
those bumps will become stepping-stones.

 2. The key thing to realize is that working harder is same as working smarter. How 
do you work smarter? You just need to have the right skills. People want improved 
circumstances and better life without an improved self. They want victory without 
paying the price or making efforts. It really cannot happen without the other. Any 
improvements that have not been generated by improving yourself are superficial 
and short-lived. If you want to have a better future, you have to change yourself. Stop 
worrying about the various challenges that will come your way. Just believe in yourself 
and use them as stepping-stones.

 3. “Success” is getting whatever you want out of life without violating the rights of others. 
It is not an accident. Success is the result of our attitude and our attitude is a choice. 
Hence success is a matter of choice and not chance. Today success represents a holistic 
and positive attitude to life. Attitude is everything. Success is not restricted within 
some kind of brick and mortar premises. It assumes the individuality of a complete act 
executed with perfection; material achievements do not define life. We don’t remember 
sports stars for the products they endorse but the spirit of achievement they represent. 
In the abundance of positive attitude underline the grandeur of a truly rewarding rich 
life.

 4. Success can be measured from two standpoints—the external and the internal. 
Externally it is the measure of a job well done and recognition. Internally it is the feeling 
of achievement and wholeness derived from the completion of a task or fulfillment of 
desire.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) According to the passage, success can be achieved by working:
 (a) tirelessly   (b) frantically
 (c) diligently   (d) quickly
 (ii) In para 1, ‘unexpected challenges’ refers to:
 (a) financial problem   (b) health problem
 (c) lack of time   (d) All of these
 (iii) “If you are ready, those bumps will become stepping-stones.” Through this sentence 

the writer tells us to:
 (a) ignore ups and downs while working to achieve our goal.
 (b) work with a proper plan to achieve our goal.
 (c) focus only on our goal and ignore all responsibilities. 
 (d) take all challenges with strong determination.

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\01_Sec-A_Ch-1 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



10     English languagE & litEraturE-X

 (iv) Which one of the following quotes captures the central idea of the passage?

 I t  i s  bet ter  to 
fail in originality 
than to succeed in 
imitation.
—Herman Melville

Success is not final; 
failure is not total. 
It is the courage 
to continue that 
counts.
—Winston Churchill

The road to success 
and the road to 
failure are almost 
exactly the same.
— Colin R. Davis

Success usually 
comes to those who 
are too busy to be 
looking for it. 
—Henry  David 
Thoreau

(1) (2) (3) (4)

 (a) Option 1 (b) Option 2 (c) Option 3 (d) Option 4
 (v) In order to work smarter, we must have:
 (a) improved circumstances. (b) right skills.
 (c) better life.   (d) All of these
 (vi) If we want to have a better future, we have to:
 (a) change ourselves. 
 (b) stop worrying about the various challenges.
 (c) believe in ourselves.
 (d) All of these
 (vii) Success can be measured from true standpoints — the external and the internal. 

The external measure is the measure of:
 (a) a job well done   (b) recognition
 (c) Both (a) and (b)   (d) Neither (a) nor  (b)
 (viii) The internal measure of our success is the feeling of achievement:
 (a) from the completion of a task. (b) from the fulfilment of desire. 
 (c) Both (a) and (b)   (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (ix) Select the option that makes the correct use of ‘destination’ as used in the passage.
 (a) We will reach our destination by 6 o’clock.
 (b) She is working hard to reach her destination.
 (c) Shimla is her favourite destination.
 (d) The cinema hall is the largest entertainment destination in the city.
 (x) The word ‘attitude’, as used in para 3 means the same as:
 (a) pose (b) position (c) viewpoint (d) posture
Answers:
 (i) (c)  (ii) (d)  (iii) (d)  (iv) (b) (v) (b) 
 (vi) (d)  (vii) (c)  (viii) (c)   (ix) (b) (x) (c) 

 PASSAGE-3
 1. Overpowering prey is a challenge for creatures that do not have limbs. Some species 

like Russell’s viper inject poison. Some others opt for an alternative non-chemical 
method — rat snakes, for instance, catch and push their prey against the ground, 
while pythons use their muscle power to crush their prey to death. But snakes can’t 
be neatly divided into poisonous and non-poisonous categories.

 2. Even species I listed as non-poisonous aren’t completely free of poison. The common 
Sand Boa, for instance, produces secretions particularly poisonous to birds. So the 
species doesn’t take any chance – it crushes its prey and injects poison as an extra 
step. Do vipers need poison powerful enough to kill hundreds of rats with just one 
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DiscursivE PassagEs 11

drop? After all, they eat only one or two at a time. While hunting animals try their 
worst to kill most efficiently, their prey use any trick to avoid becoming a meal, such as 
developing immunity to poison. For instance, Californian ground squirrels are resistant 
to Northern Pacific rattlesnake poison.

 3.  Competition with prey is not the only thing driving snakes to evolve more and more 
deadly poison. Snakes also struggle to avoid becoming prey themselves. Some snake 
killers have partial immunity to poison. Famously, mongooses are highly resistant to 
cobra poison, and with their speed and agility, kill snakes fearlessly. It would be the 
death of cobras as a species if they didn’t evolve a more deadly poison to stop mongooses. 
Poison has another important role. It’s an extreme meat softener; specific enzymes 
break up the insides of the prey. Normally, a reptile depends on the sun’s warm rays 
to aid digestion.

 4. But I wonder if we cannot use venom in our favour. In remote parts of India, local 
hospitality often involves leather-tough meat. I chew and chew until my jaws ache. If 
I spit it out or refuse, our hosts would be offended, I swallow like a python stuffing a 
deer down its throat and hope I don’t choke. If only I had poison.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) “But snakes can’t be neatly divided into poisonous and non-poisonous categories.” 

Choose the term which best matches the statement.
 (a) Over-confidence   (b) Certainty
 (c) Dilemma   (d) Ignorance
 (ii) Which of the characteristics is apt about the writer in the context: “If I spit it out 

or refuse, our hosts would be offended”?
 (a) Reckless (b) Compelled (c) Patient (d) Negligent
 (iii) Which one of these statements is NOT TRUE about mongoose?
 (a) A mongoose runs faster than a snake.
 (b) A mongoose is killed by a cobra. (c) A mongoose cannot kill a cobra.
 (d) A mongoose can kill any snake.
 (iv) Hunting animals try their worst to kill their prey. What does their prey do to avoid 

becoming their meal?
 (a) It develops strength to fight with them. 
 (b) It develops immunity to poison/venom.
 (c) Both (a) and (b)
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (v) Snakes strive to evolve a more deadly poison, so that: 
 (a) their prey have no chance to remain alive.
 (b) they can stop mongooses.
 (c) Both (a) and (b)
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (vi) Some snake killer’s have partial immunity to:
 (a) dangerous bacteria   (b) dangerous virus
 (c) poisonous air   (d) poison
 (vii) The narrator chews and chews the leather-tough meat until his jaws ache, for 

fear of:
 (a) his hosts (b) his guests (c) pythons (d) choking
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 (viii) Which one of these animals is NOT a reptile?

1 2 3 4
 (a) Option (1) (b) Option (2) (c) Option (3) (d) Option (4)
 (ix) Choose the option that correctly states the meanings of ‘offended’, as used in para 4.
 1. disgusting 2. upset 3. wrong 4. displeased
 5. unlawful
 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 3 and 5 (d) 4 and 5
 (x) Select the option that makes the correct use of ‘driving’, as used in para 3.
 (a) Don’t talk while driving your car. (b) He is driving his sheep into a field.
 (c) Hunger is driving him to speak lie. (d) He is driving his team efficiently.
Answers:
 (i) (c)  (ii) (b)  (iii) (c) (iv) (b)  (v) (c)
 (vi) (d)  (vii) (a)  (viii) (c) (ix) (b)  (x) (c)

PASSAGE-4
 1. “Why does humanity need Superman?”, wrote Lois Lane, the reporter from the 

Superman series. It’s a very relevant question in our context too. Why do we need 
superheroes? We are all enchanted by the action sequences in superhero movies, and 
also by how the superhero can always save the day – and with good reasons.

 2. If you’re trying to guess what it is, you can forget about powers like super-strength, 
laser vision, or — our personal favourite — the ability to consume any type of matter in 
the universe. The underlying reason we’re so enamoured of them is quite possibly the 
best superhero power – the way they can inspire and motivate us. From the smallest 
boy and girl wonders, to the oldest Captains – each superhero has had their own lesson 
to impart unto all of us.

 3. Whether it’s Batman saving Gotham city, Superman saving humanity, or our very own 
Krissh saving his fellow countrymen – we need superheroes because they give us the 
hope and strength we need to fight the injustice we encounter today. It’s like Batman 
once said, “Sometimes the truth isn’t good enough. Sometimes people deserve more. 
Sometimes people deserve to have their faith rewarded.”

 4. Yes, it’s true that we need faith today, when we know a lot tends to go wrong, whether 
it is with regard to terrorism, or growing crime – people need the hope and strength 
they get from superheroes. That’s why we need superheroes, because of how they give 
us a sense of right, which helps us fight the injustice happening around us. It was best 
summarised by Superman when he said that “There is a superhero in all of us, we just 
need the courage to put on the cape,” and by Batman in the Dark Knight, when he said 
that “You either die a hero or live long enough to see yourself become the villain.”

 5. So, every time we choose to see a superhero movie, it gives us a nudge to fight the 
unjust with our own ideas or capabilities. Every child and adult that watches superhero 
movies will be motivated to rise above the injustice happening in the real world. It’s 
not just about the power, but also the principle.
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 6. You and I can also be a superhero just by helping our neighbours, and by standing 
against what is wrong. Whether the situation is political or apolitical, injustice can be 
fought with thoughts of righteousness and courage.

 7. From the day we are born, we are told that power corrupts, and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely, but superheroes fan our subconscious desire for greatness. They 
also teach us that the greatest power is the integrity that keeps us from going down 
the wrong path. None of us will ever leap a tall building in a single bound, change 
the course of a mighty river, or bend steel with our bare hands but we can always 
return that lost wallet with its contents intact, tell the truth when it matters, stand 
our ground when it’s easier to walk away and unto others as we would want them to 
do unto us.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) Identify the sentence where the word “bestow” has been used incorrectly.
 (a) He was ever-ready to take blame on himself and bestow praise on others.
 (b) During the ceremony, the Prime Minister will bestow medals of honour to 

the brave soldiers who rescued their comrades.
 (c) The king will bestow a title and land to the man who saved the princess.
 (d) If you want to avoid a misunderstanding, I bestow you to consider your words 

before speaking.
 (ii) According to the writer, how can a common man become a superhero?
 1. Bend steel, change the course of rivers
 2. Stand up against injustice, return that wallet intact
 3. Help around the neighbourhood
 (a) Only 1 (b) 2 and 3 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 1 and 2
 (iii) Select the option that makes the correct use of “righteousness”, as used in the 

passage, to fill in the blank space.
 (a) Both sides in the dispute adopted a tone of moral .................... .
 (b) The newspaper reports are a .................... of gossip.
 (c) She was confused about obligation and .................... .
 (d) Cultural contexts bring .................... in international relations.
 (iv) What is the central idea of the passage?
 (a) Fight the injustice   (b) Superheroes are necessary
 (c) Help your neighbours (d) Save humanity
 (v) What are the two meanings of “encounter” as used in the passage?
 1. To experience something unpleasant 2. To experience something unexpected
 3. To affect something   4. To cover with a thin layer
 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 2 and 3
 (vi) Despite our age and status in life, few enigmatic qualities endear us to superheroes. 

Select the correct options from below:
 1. Give our subconscious a desire for greatness
 2. Have a lesson to bestow
 3. Inspire and motivate us
 4. Give us hope to fight the bad
 (a) 1 and 3 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
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 (vii) “There is a superhero in all of us, we just need the courage to put on the cape.” By 
this, Superman is implying that:

 (a) the cape is heavy and not everyone can bear it
 (b) we all have special powers
 (c) the ability to fight the unjust with our own ideas or capabilities is present in 

all of us
 (d) society needs superheroes
 (viii) Choose the option that suits best as the title for the passage.
 (a) Humans are superheroes (b) Humanity needs Superheroes
 (c) Superheroes are vital to humans’ lives
 (d) Humans should help each other
 (ix) What are the two things we need to fight injustice today?
 (a) Superpower and superhero (b) Truth and faith
 (c) Hope and strength   (d) Hope and confidence
 (x) The author attempts to .................... the readers to fight the unjust.
 (a) motivate (b) nudge (c) rebuke (d) put
Answers:
 (i) (d)  (ii) (b)  (iii) (a) (iv) (a)  (v) (a)
 (vi) (d) (vii) (c)  (viii) (b) (ix) (c) (x) (b)

PASSAGES FOR PRACTICE

PASSAGE-1
 1. Although everybody has a creative spark, the potential is not always fully utilized. 

How does one recognize those who are developing their creative energies to the fullest 
extent? Mad painters and tormented poets are only comic stereotypes of the creative 
personality. The essential traits of creativity are found among a wide variety of less 
conspicuous creators, people in all walks of life. Unfortunately, the structure of our 
social and educational environment does not always promote its growth.

 2. Generally speaking, creative people often believe their purpose in life is to discover 
and implement the interrelatedness of things, to make order out of disorder. They 
also see problems where others see none and question the validity of even the most 
widely accepted answers. Creative persons are compulsive problem seekers, not so 
much because they thrive on problems, but because their senses are attuned to a 
world that demands to be put together, like a jigsaw puzzle scattered on a table.

 3. Several tests now in use reveal that highly creative people are much more open and 
receptive to the complexities of experience than less creative people. The creative 
temperament has a tendency to break problems down into their most basic elements 
and then reconstruct them into whole new problems, thereby discovering new 
relationships and new solutions. Highly creative people aren’t afraid to ask what may 
seem to be naive or silly questions. They ask questions like, “Why don’t spiders get 
tangled up in their own webs?” and, “Why do dogs turn in circles before lying down?” 
Such questions may seem childlike, and in a way they are.

 4. Unlike children, creative people appear to have vast stores of patience to draw upon. 
Months, years, even decades can be devoted to a single problem. The home that encourages 
inquisitiveness contributes to creative development. The teacher who stresses questions 
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rather than answers and rewards curiosity rather than restricting it, is teaching a child 
to be creative. To be extremely intelligent is not the same as to be gifted in creative work. 
The Quiz Kids are often referred to as geniuses. They would undoubtedly score high in 
memory functions. But it is doubtful whether they are also fluent in producing ideas. 
Contrary to popular myths that glorify youth, more creative achievements are likely to 
occur when people grow older. While memory may falter with age, creativity is ageless.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) What is/are the characteristic(s) of a creative person? He/she is:
 (a) imaginative   (b) curious
 (c) a problem seeker   (d) All of these
 (ii) “Although everybody has a creative spark, the potential is not always fully utilized.” 

It means that some people:
 (a) are too lazy to use their full potential.
 (b) are demotivated by society to use their full potential.
 (c) are not aware about their latent creative potential.
 (d) are reluctant to use their full potential.
 (iii) Creative people’s purpose in life is to:
 (a) discover the interrelatedness of things.
 (b) discover and implement the interrelatedness of things.
 (c) make order out of disorder.
 (d) All of these
 (iv) Creative people are:
 (a) problem seekers.
 (b) attuned to a world that demands to be put together.
 (c) Both (a) and (b)
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (v) Select the option that makes the correct use of ‘receptive’ as used in the passage, 

to fill in the blank space.
 (a) She was in a coma, totally ...................... .
 (b) They were ...................... to the complexities of experience.
 (c) He is a cold, unfeeling and ...................... man.
 (d) A healthy diet creates a body ...................... to disease.
 (vi) Highly creative people:
 (a) always hesitate to ask silly questions.
 (b) never hesitate to ask silly questions.
 (c) are introvert.
 (d) None of these
 (vii) Which quote captures the central idea of para 4?

An essential aspect 
of creativity is not 
being afraid to fail.

— Edwin Land

The true sign of 
intelligence is not 
knowledge,  but 
imagination.
— Albert Einstein

You can’t use up 
creativity .  The 
more you use, the 
more you have.

— Maya Angelou

Everything you 
imagine is real.

— Pablo Picasso
1 2 3 4

 (a) Option 1 (b) Option 2 (c) Option 3 (d) Option 4
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 (viii) “They thrive on problems” means:
 (a) they are afraid of problems. (b) they create problems for others.
 (c) they tackle problems vigorously.
 (d) they create problems for themselves deliberately.
 (ix) The word ‘attuned’ as used in para 2 does NOT mean the same as:
 (a) accustomed (b) aware (c) unknown (d) adapted
 (x) The antonym of ‘inquisitiveness’ as used in para 4 is:
 (a) curiosity (b) fear (c) uninterested (d) intelligence

PASSAGE-2
 1. Great people are born to produce an influence on society. One such personality, who 

was so humble and lived his complete life with determination and purpose to achieve 
certain aims was Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. He was a great social reformer, writer, 
educator and worked endlessly to transform the society. He strongly protested against 
polygamy and child marriage. He favoured widow remarriage and women’s education in 
India. The Widow Remarriage Act was passed in 1856 making the marriage of widows 
legal because of his efforts to solve these problems.

 2. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar refined the way Bengali language was written and taught. 
His book ‘Borno Porichoy’ (Introduction to the Alphabet) is still used as the introductory 
text to teach Bengali alphabet. Thus, he brought about a revolution in the Bengali 
Education System. Vidyasagar is credited with the role of completely changing the old 
method of teaching which prevailed in Sanskrit College. As a professor in Sanskrit 
College, he brought modern outlook into the method of teaching. He included English 
and Bengali as mediums of learning, besides Sanskrit. He, also, introduced courses in 
European History, Philosophy and Science alongside Vedic scriptures. He encouraged 
students to study these subjects and make the best of both the worlds.

 3. Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a strong advocate of women education. He rightly 
viewed education as the primary way for women to achieve emancipation from the 
society’s oppression they had to face at that time. He exercised his power to open 
schools for girls and even outlined suitable curriculum to educate them. He went from 
door to door, requesting heads of families to allow their daughters to be enrolled in 
schools.

 4. Ishwar Chandra was a man who defined his own path of action. He never listened to 
what others said about his work and made decisions based on his own judgement. He 
was famous for all these qualities. He was also known for his great courage. Vidyasagar 
had a very soft heart that sympathised with those in trouble. He was easily moved to 
tears when he saw someone in pain and was always the first one to offer his help to 
colleagues and friends in distress. After his death, Rabindranath Tagore said, “One 
wonders how God, in the process of producing forty million Bengalis, produced a man!”

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) According to Ishwar Chandra, which of these is the primary way for women to 

achieve emancipation from the oppression of society?
 (a) Earning money   (b) Having physical strength
 (c) Education   (d) Politeness
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 (ii) What, according to you, is the central idea of the passage?
 (a) A reformer can change the world.
 (b) Be the change you want to see.
 (c) Education is vital for the society.
 (d) A determined person achieves his aims at all costs.
 (iii) What are the necessary traits a person should possess to achieve certain aims?
 1. Confidence 2. Determination 3. Humbleness 4. Positivity
 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 (c) 1 and 4 (d) 3 and 4
 (iv) Choose the option that correctly states two meanings of ‘advocate’.
 1. To support something publicly
 2. To impact something
 3. A person who supports in favour of someone
 4. A report which puts forward opinion
 (a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 3 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 2 and 4
 (v) Select the option that makes the correct use of “judgement”, as used in the passage, 

to fill in the blank space.
 (a) She showed a lack of ................ when she voted for the first time.
 (b) Scientists have accurate ................ on the world community for the changing 

climate.
 (c) Article-32 provides a ................ remedy for the enforcement of rights.
 (d) Literacy is necessary for political ................ in any country.
 (vi) Vidyasagar brought modern outlook into the method of:
 (a) working (b) teaching (c) learning (d) reading
 (vii) Vidyasagar always made decisions based on:
 (a) others’ judgement   (b) his own judgement
 (c) circumstances   (d) All of these
 (viii) Which of these was/were strongly protested against by Vidyasagar?
 (a) Polygamy   (b) Child marriage
 (c) Both (a) and (b)   (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (ix) The passage ................ the importance of education for women.
 (a) admitted   (b) described
 (c) offered   (d) stressed
 (x) What is the message conveyed in the second last paragraph of the passage?
 (a) Educate a girl child   (b) Education is for all
 (c) Education is the sole weapon (d) Transform society through education

ANSWERS
Passage-1
 (i) (d)    (ii)  (c) (iii) (d)  (iv) (c)  (v) (b) 
 (vi) (b)  (vii) (b)  (viii) (c)  (ix) (c)  (x) (c)
Passage-2
 (i) (c) (ii) (d) (iii) (b) (iv) (c) (v) (a) 
 (vi)  (b) (vii) (b) (viii) (c) (ix) (c) (x) (a)
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PASSAGE-1
The UN’s 2017 International Year tells that sustainable tourism is an important tool for 
development, most importantly in poor communities and countries. Today sustainability — 
environmental, social, and economic – is increasingly recognised as the benchmark for all 
tourism business. As noted by the UN World Tourism Organisation, 57% of international 
tourist arrivals will be in emerging economies, by 2030. The various ‘Tourism Terms’ are 
defined as follows:

Category Definition
Ecotourism Responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment, socially 

and economically sustains the well-being of local people, and creates 
knowledge and understanding through interpretation and education of all 
involved (including staff, travellers, and community residents).

Ethical 
Tourism

Tourism in a destination where ethical issues are the key driver, e.g. social 
injustice, human rights, animal welfare, or the environment.

Geotourism Tourism that sustains or enhances the geographical character of a place 
– its environment, heritage, aesthetics, culture, and well-being of its 
residents.

Pro-Poor 
Tourism

Tourism that results in increased net benefit for the poor people in a 
destination.

Responsible 
Tourism

Tourism that maximises the benefits to local communities, minimises 
negative social or environmental impacts, and helps local people conserve 
fragile cultures and habitats or species.

Sustainable 
Tourism

Tourism that leads to the management of all resources in such a way that 
economic, social, and aesthetic needs can be fulfilled while maintaining 
cultural integrity, essential ecological processes, biological diversity, and 
life-support systems.

Based on data collected by a survey by Travel Bureau, the following market profile of an 
ecotourist was constructed:
Age: 35 - 54 years old, although age varied with activity and other factors such as cost.
Gender: 50% female and 50% male, although clear differences based on activity were found.
Education: 82% were college graduates, a shift in interest in ecotourism from those who 
have high levels of education to those with less education was also found, indicating an 
expansion into mainstream markets.
Household composition: No major differences were found between general tourists and 
experienced ecotourists.**

2 Case-based Factual Passages
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Party composition: A majority (60%) of experienced ecotourism respondents stated 
they prefer to travel as a couple, with only 15% stating they preferred to travel with their 
families, and 13% preferring to travel alone. (** experienced ecotourists = Tourists that 
had been on at least one “ecotourism” oriented trip.)
Trip duration: The largest group of experienced ecotourists—(50%) preferred trips lasting 
8-14 days.
Expenditure: Experienced ecotourists were willing to spend more than general tourists, 
the largest group (26%) .
Important elements of trip: Experienced ecotourists top three responses were: (a) 
wilderness setting, (b) wildlife viewing, (c) hiking/trekking.
Motivations for taking next trip: Experienced ecotourists top two responses were (a) 
enjoy scenery/nature, (b) new experiences/places.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) In the line “......... recognised as the benchmark”, the word “benchmark” does not 

refer to:
 (a) a basis for something.   (b) the criterion required.
 (c) the ability to launch something new.  (d) a standard point of reference.
 (ii) The World Tourism Organisation of the UN, in an observation, shared that:
 (a) emerging economies of the world will gain 57% of their annual profits from 

International tourists.
 (b) countries with upcoming economies shall see maximum tourist footfall from 

all over the world in the next decade.
 (c) a large number of international tourists in 2030 will be from developing 

countries.
 (d) barely any tourist in the next decade shall travel from an economically strong 

nation to a weak one.
 (iii) Choose the option that lists the correct answers for the following:
 1. Asha Mathew, an NRI, loves animals and wishes to travel to places that 

safeguard their rights and inculcate awareness of their rights. What kind of 
tourist is she?

 2. Gurdeep Singh from UK is an environmental scientist and has always chosen 
to travel to places that are examples of a symbiotic relationship between man 
and nature. What kind of tourist is he?

 (a) (1) is an ecotourist and (2) is a geotourist.
 (b) (1) is an ethical tourist and (2) is a geotourist.
 (c) (1) is a sustainable tourist and (2) is a pro-poor tourist.
 (d) (1) is a geotourist and (2) is a responsible tourist.
 (iv) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the 

inherent qualities of geotourism.

 1. showcases adventure sports

 2. promotes landscape appreciations

 3. promises luxurious travel
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 4. includes being environmentally responsible

 5. believes in commercialising forests

 6. initiates donations for the underprivileged

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 5 and 6 (c) 2 and 4 (d) 3 and 5
 (v) In the market profile of an ecotourist, the information on gender indicates that:
 (a) female ecotourists were more than the male ecotourists.
 (b) the activity preferences were varied in females and males.
 (c) the choice of things to do on a trip were quite similar for both the genders.
 (d) male ecotourists were frequent travellers.
 (vi) According to the survey, one of the most powerful driving forces leading experienced 

ecotourism to invest in new trips was:
 (a) setting up work stations in new places.
 (b) the chance to go camping in the wild.
 (c) competing with other ecotourists as frequent travellers.
 (d) the opportunity to travel to new places.
 (vii) Choose the option that lists statement that is NOT TRUE.
 (a) Economically backward countries will benefit from sustainable tourism.
 (b) The tourism business currently recognises sustainability as an important 

factor.
 (c) Emerging economies will receive negligible international tourists in the near 

future.
 (d) The sustainability factor in tourism is a significant means for development.
 (viii) The survey clearly showed that the age range of ecotourists:
 (a) remained the same for the choice of tourist attractions to visit.
 (b) changed with the monetary requirements for the trip.
 (c) fluctuated due to male-female ratio.
 (d) was constant across various features of the trip.
Answers:
 (i) (c) (ii) (b) (iii) (b) (iv) (c) (v) (b) (vi) (d)  (vii) (c)  (viii) (b)

PASSAGE-2
More than 87,000 healthcare workers have been infected with Covid-19, with just six states 
— Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Delhi, West Bengal and Gujarat — accounting 
for three-fourths (around 74%) of the case burden and over 86% of the 573 deaths due to 
the infection, official data showed. Maharashtra alone, with the highest number of over 
7.3 lakh confirmed Covid cases so far, accounts for around 28% of the infected healthcare 
workers and over 50% of the total deaths, according to the data.
While Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu had tested over one lakh healthcare 
workers each till August 28, Karnataka reported only 12,260 infected healthcare workers 
— almost half the burden in Maharashtra. Tamil Nadu reported 11,169 cases that included 
doctors, nurses and Asha workers. The three states together accounted for 55% of the total 
cases among health workers. Risk to frontline workers can jeopardise India’s Covid fight 
— The three states also reported the highest number of deaths in healthcare professionals, 
though with a wide gap between Maharashtra and the other two. While Maharashtra 
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reported 292 deaths among healthcare workers, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu had 46 and 
49 deaths, respectively.

Covid-19 Cases till August 2020

States Total 
healthcare 

worker cases

Total tests 
conducted on 

healthcare workers

Positivity
(%)

Deaths among 
healthcare 

workers
India 87,176 9,95,922 9 573

Maharashtra 24,484 1,58,878 15 292

Karnataka 12,260 1,07,100 11 46

Tamil Nadu 11,169 1,53,727 7 49

Delhi 8,363 61,358 14 51

West Bengal 5,126 65,540 8 21

Gujarat 3,177 29,246 11 35

Telangana 2,704 14,678 18 1

Haryana 2,434 32,787 7 9

Rajasthan 2,398 75,510 3 11

Odisha 2,185 40,849 5 2

MP 2,029 46,516 4 17

UP 1,650 26,557 6 6

Jharkhand 1,275 22,790 6 2

Assam 1,127 16,411 7 3

Punjab 1,055 13,141 8 2

Andhra 994 27,004 4 14

Bihar 940 15,213 6 4

A large number of infections and even deaths of healthcare workers in particular states is 
being viewed with concern by officials and public health experts, who say risks to frontline 
workers can jeopardise India’s fight against the pandemic.
The issue, discussed in a review meeting headed by the cabinet secretary on Thursday, 
saw the Centre cautioning states about the need to protect a crucial resource. The possible 
factors responsible for high infections, officials said, were lax infection control in hospitals 
and the need for stringent containment measures in areas where health professionals 
reside to safeguard them.
Despite the high number of cases, the government has received only 143 claims since April 
under the ` 50 lakh Covid-19 insurance scheme for healthcare workers engaged in Covid 
mitigation activities.
Official sources said the wide gap between the number of deaths and claims could be because 
all the casualties may not be eligible under the scheme. Besides, the claims are a bit slow 
in coming as families of the dead take time to apply and do the required paperwork.
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‘Solidarity with health workers cannot be met with mere words of encouragement but by 
concerted efforts to strengthen the health workforce. Safety net for their families should 
be provided including a term insurance cover of over ̀  2 crore, with the government as sole 
guarantee,’ said Giridhar Babu, epidemiologist at the Public Health Foundation of India.
‘Protecting healthcare workers is of paramount importance to make sure we have a large 
enough force to take care of patients who need their services.’ said Dr H Sudarshan Ballal, 
chairman, Manipal Hospitals, who said such workers may be at risk because of a large 
number of asymptomatic patients and lack of proper use of PPEs.
 (Source: The Times of India/Health Ministry)
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) In the line “… risks to frontline workers”, the term ‘frontline workers’ does NOT 

refer to:
 (a) healthcare workers   (b) police
 (c) cleanliness workers   (d) teachers
 (ii) Which state of India is on the top in terms of confirmed COVID-19 cases?
 (a) Karnataka (b) Tamil Nadu (c) Delhi (d) Maharashtra
 (iii) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the factors 

responsible for high infection in healthcare professionals.

 1. Careless infection control in 
hospital

 2. Negligency by healthcare 
professionals

 3. Lack of stringest containment 
measure

 4. The lack of healthcare 
professionals

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 3 and 4
 (iv) How many healthcare workers, infected with COVID-19, were there in Karnataka 

till August 2020?
 (a) 11,169 (b) 12,260 (c) 1,07,100 (d) 15,213
 (v) Choose the option that lists statement that is NOT TRUE.
 (a) Maharashtra was the worst sufferer of Covid-19.
 (b) Karnataka had less number of Covid-19 cases as compared to Maharashtra 

and Tamil Nadu.
 (c) The deaths of healthcare workers are disregarded by officials.
 (d) Most of the families of deceased healthcare workers received ̀  50 lakh under 

Covid-19 insurance scheme.
 (vi) ‘Healthcare workers’ refers to:
 (a) doctors (b) nurses (c) Asha workers (d) All of these
 (vii) On how many healthcare workers COVID-19 tests have been conducted in Punjab?
 (a) 1,127 (b) 994 (c) 13,141 (d) 2,029
 (viii) How many claims has the government received since April 2020 under the ` 50 

lakh COVID-19 insurance scheme for healthcare workers engaged in COVID-19 
alleviation activities?

 (a) 49 claims (b) 51 claims (c) 46 claims (d) 143 claims
Answers:
 (i) (d) (ii) (d) (iii) (c) (iv) (b) (v) (c) (vi) (d) (vii) (c)  (viii) (d)
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PASSAGE-3
Natural calamities generally bring death and disaster on a large scale. Tsunami waves, 
earthquakes, floods, droughts and epidemics have taken a heavy toll of human lives, 
particularly the children. The children who survive these disasters suffer the most. They 
are condemned to lead a life full of misery, insecurity, want and fear. Only the concerted 
efforts of the Government and the agencies involved in disaster management can help 
them lead normal lives again.

Children haunted with fear, out of the 16,818 surveyed:

1,093 – live in general fear 16 – don’t speak 839 – fear water and sound

110 – withdrawn socially 460 – can’t sleep at night 43 – become asthmatic

20 – become deaf 21 – become blind 566 – have frequent headache 
and stomach ache

1,164 – can’t concentrate 117 – refuse to go to school 276 – are in shock

The natural calamities have tragically affected the lives of about 15000 children in recent 
years in India. The tsunami waves and earthquakes created havoc on a large scale. 
About 5430 children became homeless due to the tsunami and 5438 were the victims of 
the earthquakes. Floods displaced 2602 and droughts affected 2035 children. Epidemics 
affected 1313 children. Out of these figures, 1093 children live constantly in general fear; 
110 children have withdrawn socially; 20 children have become deaf and 16 of them can’t 
speak any more. More than 450 children can’t sleep at night while 1164 can’t concentrate 
on anything. The tragedy is that 21 of them have become blind, 43 asthmatic and 276 are 
still in shock. 566 suffer from frequent headache and stomach ache. About 850 children 
fear water and sound and 117 have refused to go to school.
Disaster management programmes have not proved up to the mark and up to the task. The 
Government and the concerned agencies should provide comprehensive aids and help to the 
survivors, particularly the children. They must provide nutritious food, clothes, shelters 
and medical aids to them. All efforts should be made to wipe out the scars left by these  
disasters.
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the 

statements that are TRUE.

 1. Some people are hugely benefited 
by a natural calamity.

 2. Natural calamities can have a 
life altering impact on people.

 3. 
Natural calamities cannot 
have any adverse impact on 
environment.

 4. 
Fortunately, there is no economy 
losses due to any natural cala-
mities.

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 5  (c) 1 and 3 (d) 2 and 4
 (ii) What can make the lives of the children, affected with various disasters, normal?
 (a) The concerted efforts of the government.
 (b) The concerted efforts of the agencies involved in disaster management.
  (c) Both (a) and (b)
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (iii) As per the histogram, the most disastrous natural calamity for children is:
 (a) Earthquake (b) Tsunami  (c) Flood (d) Drought
 (iv) The number of children suffering from frequent headache and stomach ache is:
 (a) 839 (b) 1,164  (c) 110 (d) 566
 (v) Who should be responsible for providing the disaster affected children with 

nutritious food, clothes, shelters and medical aids?
 (a) The Government   (b) The concerned agencies
  (c) Both (a) and (b)   (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (vi) Which of these are the examples of natural calamities?
 (a) Floods (b) Tsunamis  (c) Earthquakes (d) All of these
 (vii) Who among the following are the worst sufferers of natural calamities?
 (a) Elderly people (b) Youth  (c) Children (d) Adults
 (viii) Natural calamities generally cause:
 (a) epidemics   (b) death and disaster on a large scale
  (c) earthquakes   (d) floods
Answers:
 (i) (b) (ii) (c) (iii) (b) (iv) (d) (v) (c) (vi) (d) (vii) (c) (viii) (b)

PASSAGE-4

Road Fatalities
Over 80% of fatalities in road accidents in India happened due to speeding and dangerous 
or careless driving, a comparative analysis of National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 
data since 2014 shows.
While this corroborates the popular perception of how people drive on the road in a country 
where getting a driving licence is often said to be too easy. Experts said most of the fatal 
accidents are recorded by police under speeding and dangerous driving categories in the 
FIR as there are no other provisions in the Indian Penal Code (IPC) for such offences.
According to the latest NCRB report on accidental deaths, 83.2% of road fatalities were on 

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\01_Sec-A_Ch-2 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



casE-basED Factual PassagEs 25

account of these two types of violations and the rest 16.8% of fatalities were due to reasons 
including drunk driving, bad weather conditions and mechanical defect. In 2014, when 
such causes of fatal crashes were first compiled, 89.4% of the deaths were due to speeding 
and dangerous or careless driving as per the police records and this was the highest ever.
“We face a host of challenges ranging from poor system of issuing driving licences to almost 
zero scientific investigation of fatal crashes, which are provided in the law. Most of our 
national highways and state highways, which pass through villages, have no pedestrian 
crossings. On the top of this, in all fatal cases, police automatically registers them under 
section 279 (negligent driving resulting death) of the IPC,” said road safety expert Rohit 
Baluja, who has been a regular guest faculty at Indian Police Academy, Hyderabad.
Confirming this, traffic 
a d v i s e r  i n  P u n j a b 
government, Navdeep Asija 
said in case of all fatal 
accidents, the provisions 
of IPC are slapped. “In 
IPC, any crime or offence 
has to be lodged against 
a human being and hence 
there cannot be any charge 
against a road, vehicle or 
any other object. That’s why 
police data may not indicate 
the exact reason of crashes. 
But it is also a fact that 
violation of traffic rules is 
rampant on roads and only 
electronic surveillance can 
put a check on them,” he added.
Baluja said there is a need to define what is dangerous driving and the norms for fixing 
speed limits. “In Delhi, the speed limit is same across major roads, residential areas and 
markets during day time and at night as well. No authorities are held responsible for 
deficiencies on their part,” he pointed out.
Though the amended Motor Vehicle Act has included a provision to hold road owning 
agencies, contractors and consultants in case of fatal accidents due to faulty road 
construction or design, the government is yet to notify the process for this.
 [Source: Times of India]
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists accurate 

speed limit rules authorised in Delhi.
 1. Different speed limits for major roads and residential areas.
 2. Same speed limit for major roads and residential areas.
 3. Same speed limit during day time and at night as well.
 (a) Only 1 (b) Both 1 and 2 (c) Both 2 and 3 (d) Only 2
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 (ii) According to the latest NCRB report, what percentage of total fatal road accidents 
occur due to high speed driving and rash driving?

 (a) 16.8% (b) 32.3% (c) 27.5% (d) 83.2%
 (iii) Choose the option that lists statement that is NOT TURE.
 (a) Police data may not indicate the exact reason of crashes.
 (b) Fatal accidents may occur due to faulty road construction.
 (c)	 Violation	of	traffic	rules	is	hardly	observed	on	roads.
 (d) IPC stands for Indian Penal Code.
 (iv)	 In	the	line	“.....	the	norms	for	fixing	speed”,	the	word	“norm”	DOES NOT refer to:
 (a) a model (b) a standard (c) usual (d) exception
 (v)	 As	per	the	amended	Motor	Vehicle	Act,	who	among	these	are	also	held	responsible	

for fatal road accidents?
 (a) Road contractors   (b) Road consultants
 (c) Both (a) and (b)    (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
 (vi)	 According	to	NCRB,	which	of	 these	 factors	 is/are	responsible	 for	 fatal	 road	

accidents?
 (a)	 High	speed	driving		 	 (b)	 Rash	driving
 (c)	 Both	(a)	and	(b)	 	 	 (d)	 Neither	(a)	nor	(b)
 (vii)	 In	which	year	were	the	causes	of	fatal	crashes	first	compiled?
 (a)	 2014	 (b)	 2012	 (c)	 2016	 (d)	 2018
 (viii)	 According	to	the	traffic	adviser	in	Punjab	government,	any	crime	of	offence	must	

be	lodged	against:
	 (a)	 the	road	 	 	 (b)	 the	vehicle
	 (c)	 the	human	being	 	 	 (d)	 All	of	these
Answers:
 (i) (c) (ii) (d) (iii) (c) (iv) (d) (v) (c) (vi) (c) (vii) (a)  (viii) (c)

PASSAGES FOR PRACTICE

PASSAGE-1
 A Survey Report
A total of 246 bird species were recorded during the Winter Bird Count 2019, a slight 
increase from last year’s count of 241. A team of over 100 birds in 15 teams set out across 
different parts of the territory and the National Capital Region and logged a number of 
important and rare sightings in the region.
Of the 246 species recorded in 2020, over 100 were winter migrants. The species sighting 
tally in 2020 was less than the 252 recorded in 2017. The birding teams covered areas like 
the riverine belt of the Yamuna, including Okhla sanctuary and Wazirabad, wetlands of 
Gautam Buddha Nagar, including Surajpur and Dhanauri, the wetlands around Gurgoan, 
among them Sultanpur and Basai, Najafgarh drain up to Dhasna barrage, the Aravali belt 
towards Mangar Bani and the neighbouring districts of Sonipat and Jhajjar.
Kanwar B Singh, coordinator of the count, described the overall diversity recorded as good 
with some important sightings. Singh said the similar species count of the past few years 
signified that most wetlands were faring fairly well. “This annual event gives us a good idea 
of the nature of the regional birdlife, helps collect essential data on bird diversity in the 
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region and boosts support for the environment and nature conservation, while popularising 
bird-watching as a healthy pastime,” said Singh.

The white-crowned penduline-tit – a tiny wintering bird – was spotted by Pradyumna 
Vidwansa in Chandu village near Gurgaon after a gap of several years. Arvind Yadav, 
whose team sighted a Eurasian skylark at Mandothi in Jhajjar, Haryana, informed that 
this was a rare sighting in Haryana and NCR. “Both the Eurasian skylark and the white 
crowned penduline-tit have been recorded for only the third time in this region,” he said.
The birders said a few hundred greater flamingo are currently at the Najafgarh jheel. 
However, this number is fewer than the arrivals in the last few years. Among the rare or 
uncommon waders reported by birders were the dunlin, jack snipe and Eurasian curlew. 
The enumerators also revealed the raptor count was higher this year when compared with 
the recording of the last few years.
“Various teams reported resident and wintering raptors, including crested serpent eagle, 
booted eagle, imperial eagle, steppe eagle, tawny eagle, greater and Indian spotted eagles, 
long-legged and common buzzards, marsh Harrier, Eurasian sparrow hawk, osprey, common 
kestrel and red-necked laggar and peregrine falcons,” said Singh. “In addition, a black 
eagle, which is a magnificent forest eagle that is rarely seen around Delhi, was once again 
reported last Sunday by the team led by Tapas Misra and Tanweer Alam.”
The count in the forested areas of the Aravallis including Mangar Bani, returned species 
like the white-bellied drongo, sirkeer malkoha and cinerous tit. Meanwhile, the birding 
team noted the presence of Brook’s leaf warbler, Siberian stonechat, common kestrel and 
Isabelline shrike in NCR’s woodlands and grasslands.
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i)	 How	many	bird	species	were	recorded	as	winter	migrants	in	2020?
 (a) 246 (b) 241 (c) 100 (d) over 500
 (ii)	 Which	of	the	following	subgroups	of	birds	have	been	reported	in	the	news	articles?
 (a) Waders but not raptors (b) Both waders and raptors
 (c) Neither waders nor raptors (d) Raptors but not waders
 (iii) Conducting events such as bird counting are crucial as these help in:
 (a) reporting exclusively on the number of waders in different parts of Delhi and 

NCR.
 (b) reporting exclusively on the number of raptors in different parts of Delhi and 

NCR.
 (c) collecting essential data on bird diversity and to conserve nature.
 (d) identifying the place where the most number of bird species are spotted.
 (iv) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the birds 

of prey.
 1. Common kestrel, peregrine falcons, Eurasian sparrow hawk
 2. Flamingo, parrot, pigeon, nightingale
 3. Serpent eagle, long-legged buzzards, osprey
 4. Woodpecker, heron, tailorbird, peafowl, black drongo
 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 3 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 1 and 3
 (v) Which of the statements related to the number and variety of species of birds being 

spotted is TRUE?
 (a) The number of species being sighted by the birders has increased gradually 

over the past three years and there have been rare sightings too.
 (b) The number of species being sighted by the birders has decreased gradually 

over the past three years and there have not been any rare sightings.
 (c) The number of species being sighted by the birders has increased gradually 

over the past three years and there have not been any rare sightings.
 (d) There hasn’t been any specific trend in terms of number of species being 

sighted by the birders over the past three years but there have been rare 
sightings in the latest winter bird count.

 (vi) According to Kanwar B Singh, what was the situation of most of the wetlands?
 (a) Excellent (b) Bad (c) Good (d) Very good
 (vii) Read the statements given below:
 1. Spotted and counted birds at different spots in Delhi-NCR
 2. Spotted rare birds in rural areas also
 3. Did a phase wise count of the birds over a period of two winter months
 4. Also spotted migrant birds
 5. Were focusing only on wetlands and riverine belt
   Which of the combination of statements hold true for the teams engaged with the 

winter bird count?
 (a) 2, 4 and 5 (b) 1, 2 and 4 (c) 1, 4 and 5 (d) 1, 2 and 3
 (viii)	 Which	of	these	birds	are	rare	in	NCR?
 (a)	 White-crowned	penduline-tit	 (b) Eurasian skylark
 (c) Eagle   (d) Falcon
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PASSAGE-2

Inflation refers to the rise in prices of most goods and services of daily or common use, such 
as food, clothing, housing, recreation, transport, etc. Inflation measures the average price 
change in a basket of commodities and services over time. The opposite and rare fall in the 
price index of this basket of items is called ‘deflation.’ Inflation is indicative of the decrease 
in the purchasing power of a unit of a country’s currency. This is measured in percentage.
The purchasing 
power of a currency 
unit decreases as 
the commodities 
a n d  s e r v i c e s 
get dearer. This 
impacts the cost of 
living in a country. 
When inflation is 
high, the cost of 
living gets higher 
a s  w e l l ,  w h i c h 
ultimately causes 
dece lerat ion  in 
economic growth. 
A certain level of 
inflation is required 
in the economy to ensure that expenditure is promoted and hoarding money through savings 
is demotivated.
Generally money loses its value over time, so people must invest money to ensure the 
economic growth of a country.
Inflation is measured by two main indices in India—WPI (Wholesale Price Index) and 
CPI (Consumer Price Index), which measure wholesale and retail level price changes, 
respectively. The CPI calculates the difference in the price of commodities and services such 
as food, medical care, education, electronics, etc. which Indian consumers buy for use. WPI 
calculates the goods or services sold by businesses to smaller businesses for selling further.
Some main reasons for the increase in prices—high demand and local production or supply of 
multiple commodities create a demand-supply gap, which causes a hike in prices. Moreover, 
excess circulation of money causes inflation as money loses its purchasing power. Apart 
from this, the people having much money tend to spend more which causes increased 
demand and hike in prices.
Inflation exists when money supply exceeds available goods and service or inflation is 
attributed to budget deficit financing. 
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 (i) In the line “...... inflation is required”, the word “inflation” refers to:
 (a) rise in the prices of goods. (b) rise in the prices of services.
 (c) Both (a) and (b)   (d) Neither (a) nor (b)
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 (ii) As opposed to inflation, the fall in the price levels in a country is caused by:
 (a) an increase in productivity.
 (b) a decrease in overall demand.
 (c) a decrease in the volume of credit in the economy.
 (d) All of the above.
 (iii)	 The	year	2018	shows	an	increase	in	inflation	rate	in	India	as	compared	to	2017.	

What	happens	when	inflation	gets	higher?
 (a) The income of people gets higher. (b) The cost of things remains intact.
 (c) The cost of things gets lower. (d) The cost of things gets higher.
 (iv) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that justifies the 

requirement of ‘a certain level of inflation’.

 1.   It ensures that income is promoted.

 2. It ensures that expenditure is promoted.

 3.  It encourages hoarding.

 4. It improves the relation with other countries.

 5. It ensures that expenditure is promoted.

 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 3 and 5 (c) 2 and 4 (d) 1 and 5
 (v) Choose the option that lists statement that is NOT TRUE.
 (a) Excess circulation of money in an economy is one of the primary causes of 

inflation.
 (b) Deflation in an economy indicates deteriorating conditions.
 (c) Inflation is measured in units.
 (d) Inflation exists when money supply exceeds available goods and services.
 (vi) In India, the indice which measures retail price change, is:
 (a) Wholesale Price Index (WPI) (b) the small businesses
 (c) Consumer Price Index (CPI) (d) None of these
 (vii) According to the graph, what was the inflation rate in 2015 in our country?
 (a) 5.8% (b) 4.5% (c) 3.6% (d) 4.9%
 (viii) What is/are the main factors(s) that cause a hike in prices?
 (a) High demand and low production of supply
 (b) Low demand and high production of supply
 (c) High demand and high production of supply
 (d) Low demand and low production of supply

ANSWERS
Passage-1
 (i) (c) (ii) (b) (iii) (c) (iv) (d) (v) (d) (vi) (c) (vii) (b) (viii) (b)
Passage-2
 (i) (c) (ii) (d) (iii) (d) (iv) (d) (v) (c) (vi) (c) (vii) (d) (viii) (a) 
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Letters are very effective means of communication. Though e-mail and fax have overtaken 
letter writing, still its significance cannot be underestimated. A letter can be more 
expressive, emotional and can be preserved for posterity. 

Types of Letters

Formal Letters Informal Letters

	 •	 institutions	 •	 friends 
	 •	private organizations	 •	 relatives
	 •	public officials	 •	 family	members
	 •	government departments, etc. 

FORMAL LETTERS
Formal letters are official letters written in an impersonal way. The expression is formal 
and business oriented. The language should be polite and firm. 

Business Letters 
• Complaints
• Inquiry
• Placing order

Letters to the Editor stating:
• Problem
• Cause of the problem
• Effect
• Solution of the problem

Applications
• To the Principal
• Asking for leave
• Scholarship
• Special permission
• Job applications

To Government Officials regarding:
• Abrupt power cut
• Erratic water supply
• Inflated bills
• Irregular postal services, etc.

Note: As per the latest CBSE syllabus, students of class X are required to study 
only Formal Letters consisting of Letter of Complaints and Letter to the 
Editor, in Term–1.

1 Formal Letters

Section-B : WRiting & gRAmmAR
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1. LETTER OF COMPLAINT

Format

(Sender’s Address) _______________

_________________________________

_________________________________

(Date) ___________________________

(Receiver’s Address) ______________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Subject: __________________________________________________________________________

Sir

(Introductory Paragraph - highlighting the problem) _________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(Main Paragraph - content / details / causes of the problem) ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(Concluding Paragraph – solution/suggestion) _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________

Yours faithfully

(Name) _________________________
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Solved Examples

 Q1. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Anubhav/Anubha, a resident of Saket, New Delhi. You had 
been to a tourist spot and were disappointed at the way the place was 
being maintained. You decide to write a letter to the Department of 
Tourism, Delhi on how places of tourist interest should be made tourist  
friendly.

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Anubhav/Anubha should select, for 
this letter.

 1. Anubhav’s/Anubha’s address
 2. Attached photograph of the tourists
 3. Formal tone
 4. The name of the concerned department
 5. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 (a) 1 and 5 (b) 2, 3 and 4 (c) 3 and 5 (d) 1, 3 and 4
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Poor reception of the tourists (b) Poor maintenance of the tourists
 (c) A better experience for tourists (d) More tourist attractions
 (iii) Which option should Anubhav/Anubha select, to elaborate on the condition of the 

tourist spot that caused such disappointment to him/her?
 (a) Broken interiors   (b) Shelter to anti-social elements
 (c) Illegal encroachments (d) All of these
 (iv) Anubhav/Anubha shares some suggestions in his/her letter, to address the issue. 

Select the option that helps him/her complete these suggestions, appropriately.
  In my opinion, tourist spots need immediate attention and (i) ..................... steps. 

Also, the (ii) ..................... of tourists, especially of women must be ensured to attract 
tourists in large numbers. 

 (a) (i) protective (ii) security (b) (i) prevention (ii) attraction
 (c) (ii) curing (ii) flock   (d) (i) protection (ii) hospitality
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) I expect the authorities to take actions without further delay. Please keep me 

posted regarding the same.
 (2) I hope the necessary steps will be taken immediately by the concerned 

authorities in this regard. 
 (a) Yes, to option (1) because of the authoritative tone.
 (b) No, to option (1) because of the informal tone.
 (c) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of polite expectation.
 (d) No, to option (2) because of the certainty in the tone.
 (vi) Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will .....................................
  (a) lead to action against the notorious tourists.
 (b) result in proper maintenance of the tourist spots.
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 (c) increase the footfall of the tourists.
 (d) be taken seriously by the authorities.
Answers:
 (i) (d) (ii) (b) (iii) (d) (iv) (a) (v) (c) (vi) (b)

 Q2. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Rohan/Roshni, a teacher who has been posted to a rural school in a 
remote village of Rajasthan. You are pained to see the appalling conditions 
of the schools there. You decide to write a complaint letter to the Education 
Officer expressing your dissatisfaction.

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Rohan/Roshni should select, for this 
letter.

 1. A formal tone
 2. Rohan/Roshni’s address
 3. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 4. Proof of his/her educational qualification
 5. A casual salutation
 (a) 1 and 2 (b) 2, 4 and 5 (c) 3 and 4 (d) 2, 3 and 4
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter
 (a) Complaint about the poor results of schools
 (b) Complaint about the bad conditions of schools
 (c) Complaint about the admission process in schools
 (d) Complaint about the late-comers of schools
 (iii) Which option should Rohan/Roshni select, to elaborate on the appalling conditions 

of the schools?
 (a) Stinking restrooms
 (b) Missing/Non-functioning fans and tubelights
 (c) Poor drinking water facility (d) All of these
 (iv) Rohan/Roshni shares some suggestions in his/her letter, to address the issue. Select 

the option that helps him/her complete these suggestions, appropriately.
  In my opinion, school buildings that are in (i) ..................... condition and attraction 

may signal to students that someone cares and there is a (ii) ..................... social climate, 
which in turn may encourage better attendance. 

 (a) (i) pristine (ii) struggling (b) (i) compromised (ii) special
 (c) (i) good (ii) positive   (d) (i) imperfect (ii) bleak
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of this 

letter.
 (1) I expect the concerned authorities to take these problems on an immediate 

basis.
 (2) I hope that the department will take corrective measures to improve the facilities 

for the students immediately. 
 (a) Yes, to option (1) because of the commanding tone.
 (b) No, to option (1) because of the informal tone.
 (c) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of polite expectation.
 (d) No, to option (2) because of the timidity in the tone.
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 (vi) Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will ..................................... .
  (a) lead to action against all authorities responsible.
 (b) improve Education Board.
 (c) result in more admissions to the schools.
 (d) help the schools which are in a dire need of attention.
Answers:
 (i) (a) (ii) (b) (iii) (d) (iv) (c) (v) (c) (vi) (d)

 Q3. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Mansi/Mohit of Raj Enclave, New Delhi. Last month, you purchased 
two electric guitars from Symphony Store. Of late, you have been 
experiencing troubles with the guitars. You decide to write a letter to the 
Sales Manager showing your disappointment towards their services. 

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Mansi/Mohit should select, for this 
letter.

 1. An informal tone   2. A formal tone
 3. Address of Mansi/Mohit 4. Proof of purchase and warranty
 5. Expectation of the letter’s recipient
 (a) 1 and 4 (b) 2, 3 and 4 (c) 2 and 5 (d) 3, 4 and 5
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Complaint about electric guitars (b) Complaint about bass guitars
 (c) Complaint about acoustic guitars (d) Complaint about classical guitars
 (iii) Which option should Mansi/Mohit select, to elaborate on the troubles faced with 

the guitars?
 (a) Giving out distorted or static sounds (b) Complete loss of signal
 (c) Chipping off of the metallic polish (d) All of these
 (iv) Mansi/Mohit uses certain statements to make the manager aware of the complaint. 

Select the option that helps her/him complete these statements appropriately.
  This is to bring to your notice that two Yamaha guitars (i) ..................... on 10 

March 20××, vide cash memo 291/XT/72,  (ii) ..................... properly.
 (a) (i) brought (ii) should have worked
 (b) (i) purchase (ii) not worked
 (c) (i) purchased (ii) have not been working
 (d) (i) delivered (ii) did not function
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) I expect you to refund the money at the earliest to avoid any legal consequences.
 (2) As the guitars are in the warranty period, I wish them to be replaced with the 

new ones at the earliest.
 (a) No, to option (1) because of the unofficial tone.
 (b) Yes, to option (1) because of the arrogant tone.
 (c) No, to option (2) because of the conviction in the tone.
 (d) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of courteous expectation.
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 (vi) In this letter, which of the following statement is True (T) or False (F)?
 (1) Signature is placed above the complimentary close.
 (2) Salutation is written after the address.
  (a) F, T (b) F, F (c) T, T (d) T, F
Answers:
 (i) (b) (ii) (a) (iii) (d) (iv) (c) (v) (d) (vi) (a)

 Q4. You are Manohar Singh, resident of 769, Geetanjali Park, Delhi. You 
purchased an electric iron a month ago. But after using it for a month, 
you found that the temperature control does not work and power 
consumption is too high. Complete the letter of complaint to the Customer 
Service Manager, M/s Evans Electrical Products, 32, Dayanand Vihar,  
Delhi. 

  769, Geetanjali Park
  Delhi

  11 March 20××

  The (i) ..................................
  M/s Evans Electrical Products 
  32, Dayanand Vihar
  Delhi 

  Subject: Complaint against (ii) ..................................

  Sir
  I purchased Easy Electric Iron, Model No. 2279, vide cash memo no. RF22, dated 

12th Feb., 20×× from your showroom.
  I wish to express my dissatisfaction with the above iron. After using it for a month, I 

found that the temperature control was (iii) .................................. . It is not possible 
to set it for any temperature apart from the highest, for cotton. Though it has 5-star 
rating, the power (iv) .................................. is unusually high and gives out uneven 
steam.

  As the iron clearly does not comply with the legal standards of product quality, I wish 
to get it replaced with (v) .................................. one as it is in the warranty period. I 
look forward to hear from you at the earliest.

  Yours faithfully
  Manohar Singh

  Encl.: Copy of the receipt 
            Copy of warranty card 
 (i) (a) Customer Service Manager (b) Shopkeeper 
  (c) Director   (d) General Manager
 (ii) (a) defective bulbs (b) defective iron (c) broken vase (d) faulty lamps
 (iii) (a) zero (b) working fine (c) very useful (d) faulty 
 (iv) (a) reduction (b) deduction (c) consumption (d) consumed
 (v) (a) a new (b) newer (c) a previous (d) later
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Answers:
 (i) (a) (ii) (b) (iii) (d) (iv) (c) (v) (a)

 Q5. You are Sunil Kapoor, resident of 43/9, Geet Enclave, Delhi. You 
visited Dalhousie with your family during the summer vacation. You 
booked two double suites at Lake View Resort. Your stay at the hotel 
fell far short of the description in the brochure. Complete the letter 
of complaint to the Customer Service Department to refund for your  
hotel stay. 

  43/9, Geet Enclave
  Delhi

  12 June 20××

  Customer Service Department 
  (i) .................................. 
  Dalhousie

  Subject: Complaint about the double suites

  Re: Holiday reference number CT2118M 
  Sir
  I (ii) .................................. two double suites in rooms 213 and 214 at your resort 

for a week from 20.05.20×× to 26.05.20×× for me and my family. My main 
complaint is that the hotel fell far (iii) .................................. of the description in the  
brochure. 

  Although the rooms were billed as four-star accommodation, they were cramped, and 
the furnishings were worn and dirty. The hotel grounds, described in the brochure 
as “pleasant, tranquil, and spacious,” were in fact next to a busy main road. The 
swimming pool was (iv) .................................. for repairs. 

  I registered a formal complaint with the Front Office detailing these issues. I 
feel that we are due a full (v) .................................. for this hotel stay as it failed 
to meet our expectations and ruined our holiday. Looking forward to a prompt  
reply.

  Yours faithfully
  Sunil Kapoor
  Encl.: Copy of the bill
   Photographs for evidence
 (i) (a) Lake View Resort   (b) Lake View Cottage 
  (c) Lake Valley   (d) Resort Valley
 (ii) (a) placed (b) booked (c) bought (d) stayed
 (iii) (a) apart (b) back (c) short (d) long
 (iv) (a) closed (b) done (c) available (d) vacated
 (v) (a) apology (b) exchange (c) appreciation (d) refund
Answers:
 (i) (a) (ii) (b) (iii) (c) (iv) (a) (v) (d)
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

 Q1. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Kunal Gandhi, a resident of 12, Tower No. 76, High Rise Apartments, 
Gurugram Vihar, Delhi. You have recently observed that the Sports Zone 
area meant for kids is in dire need of repairs. You decide to write a letter 
to the President, Resident Welfare Association highlighting the problems 
of damaged swings, peeling paint, etc. 

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Kunal should select, for this letter.
 1. Kunal’s address   2. Attached pictures of the apartments
 3. A formal tone   4. The Association’s address
 5. Date, preferred language and age
 (a) 1 and 3 (b) 1, 3 and 4 (c) 2 and 5 (d) 2, 4 and 5
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Complaint about the sports equipment
 (b) Complaint about the Welfare Association
 (c) Complaint about the apartments
 (d) Repairs in Tower No.76
 (iii) Which option should Kunal select, to elaborate on the condition of the sports zone 

area?
 (a) Damaged swings – seats broken, not fixed properly to the bars
 (b) Uneven surface of the slide
 (c) Unwanted collection of water near the exit
 (d) All of above
 (iv) What should be said in the opening part of this letter?
 (a) The recipient should be asked how good the weather is.
 (b) The recipient should be informed why the letter is being written.
 (c) An informal discussion on the recipient’s health.
 (d) A detailed introduction of the sender.
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) I expect you to get the faulty sports equipments repaired as soon as possible.
 (2) I would request you to have the faulty sports equipments either repaired or 

removed.
 (a) Yes, to option (1) because of the authoritative tone.
 (b) No, to option (1) because of the causal tone.
 (c) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of polite expectation.
 (d) No, to option (2) because of the false prediction.
 (vi) Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will ..................................... .
  (a) enable the concerned people to take appropriate action.
 (b) improve the condition of the sports equipments.
 (c) lead to action against those causing the damages.
 (d) help spread the news of this situation.
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 Q2. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Lokesh, a resident of 4/33, Kavi Nagar, Delhi. You purchased an HD 
television a month ago  from Navrang Electronics, 122, Laxmi Nagar, Delhi. It 
was found that the picture quality is poor and the remote does not function 
properly.  You decide to write a letter to the Sales Manager highlighting the 
problem. 

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Lokesh should select, for this letter.
 1. Lokesh’s address
 2. Purchase details (receipt)
 3. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 4. A casual tone
 5. A formal tone
 (a) 1 and 4 (b) 1 and 5 (c) 1, 2 and 5 (d) 3 and 4
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Complaint about the shoddy television
 (b) Complaint to Consumer Grievance Cell
 (c) Faulty iron led to power failure
 (d) Television of an inferior quality
 (iii) Lokesh elaborates the issues faced by him, in his letter.
  Select the option that helps him to express these issues, appropriately.
  After using if for a month, I find that the (i) .................................. is poor and the 

remote doesn’t function properly. In spite of its 5-star rating, the power consumption 
is too high. It keeps (ii) .................................. abruptly at times.

 (a) (i) cooling (ii) making noise (b) (i) picture quality (ii) switching off
 (c) (i) packaging (ii) heating (d) (i) screen (ii) turning on
 (iv) While writing this formal letter, Lokesh has already thought about who he is 

writing to. What else is important?
 (a) Why Lokesh is writing?
 (b) What Lokesh needs to tell the reader?
 (c) What Lokesh wants the reader to do?
 (d) All of the above.
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) It is expected that you will replace the faulty TV with a new one without any 

delay, to avoid further inconvenience.
 (2) As there are many problems with the TV, I request you to replace the TV as it 

is still under the warranty period.
 (a) Yes, to option (1) because of the commanding tone.
 (b) No, to option (1) because of the unofficial tone.
 (c) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of courteous expectation.
 (d) No, to option (2) because of the rigidity in the tone.
 (vi) In this letter, which of the following statement is True (T) or False (F)?
  (1) Lokesh puts his signature above the complimentary close.
 (2) Lokesh writes the salutation after the address.
 (a) T, F (b) F, T (c) T, T (d) F, F
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 Q3. You are Vinita Das, a resident of 112, Tower No. 746, Green Apartments, 
Ravi Vihar, Agra. You are receiving faulty electricity bills for the past three 
months. Complete the letter of complaint to the Consumer Grievances Cell, 
PVVNL, Naya Bazar, Agra highlighting the problem.  

  112, Tower No. 746
  Green Apartments
  Ravi Vihar
  Agra

  4 April 20××

  (i) ..................................
  PVVNL
  Naya Bazar
  Agra

  Subject: Complaint against (ii) ..................................

  Sir

  I shifted to Ravi Vihar four months back. I wish to register a complaint against faulty 
billing.

  I have (iii) .................................. my first bill at this address, despite contacting you 
several times to ask for one. I requested for monthly bills on 10th February and 7th 
March and haven’t received them till date. I have also edited my online account 
and made necessary changes in the residential address on www.uppclonline.com. I  
(iv) .................................. the accuracy of my bill before on the phone on several 
occasions before and you were unable to give a single response. I am unhappy with 
the level of customer service you have given me.

  Kindly provide a copy of the first two electricity bills produced as early  as possible.

  Please reply in writing within 10 days. If you (v) ..................................  in time, I will 
consider taking the matter further.

  Yours faithfully
  Vinita Das

 (i) (a) The Customer Support Cell (b) The Consumer Cell 
  (c) The Consumer Grievances (d) The Consumer Court
 (ii) (a) faulty electricity bills (b) faulty telephone bills 
  (c) faulty internet bills  (d) faulty water bills
 (iii) (a) lost   (b) still not received 
  (c) sent and received   (d) accumulated
 (iv) (a) telephoned them   (b) will ask again 
  (c) made a query   (d) have queried
 (v) (a) fail to respond   (b) don’t speak 
  (c) don’t receive   (d) fail to understand
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Answers:
1. (i) (b) (ii) (a) (iii) (d) (iv) (b) (v) (c) (vi) (a)
2. (i) (c) (ii) (a) (iii) (b) (iv) (d) (v) (c) (vi) (b)
3. (i) (c) (ii) (a) (iii) (b) (iv) (d) (v) (a)

2. LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Format
(Sender’s Address) ______________

________________________________

________________________________

(Date) __________________________

(Receiver’s Address) ______________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

Subject: __________________________________________________________________________

Sir

(Introductory Paragraph - highlighting the problem) __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(Main Paragraph - content / details / causes of the problem) ___________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

(Concluding Paragraph – solution/suggestion) _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Yours faithfully

(Name) _________________________
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Solved Examples
 Q1. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 

below.
  You are Sumit, a resident of Pancheel Garden, New Delhi. You have to write 

a letter to the editor of a national daily urging the people to switch over to 
solar energy to conserve electricity and reduce electricity bills.

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Sumit should select, for this letter.
 1. The newspaper’s name
 2. Attached proof of the newspaper subscription
 3. Sumit’s address
 4. Formal tone
 5. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 (a) 1 and 5 (b) 2, 3 and 4 (c) 3 and 5 (d) 1, 3 and 4
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Evoking awareness towards solar energy
 (b) Need to reduce electricity bills
 (c) The future of solar energy
 (d) New solar panels for households
 (iii) Which option should Sumit select, to elaborate on the advantages of solar energy?
 (a) Pollution-free and causes no greenhouse gases.
 (b) Reduced dependence on fossil fuels.
 (c) Renewable clean power.
 (d) All of the above.
 (iv) Select the option that will help Sumit to complete the introductory paragraph of 

his letter, appropriately.
  Though the columns of your (i) ..............................,  I wish to (ii) .............................. 

the people to use and install solar panels and preserve electricity.
 (a) (i) famous newspaper (ii) tell
 (b) (i) esteemed newspaper (ii) urge
 (c) (i) magazine (ii) convey
 (d) (i) article (ii) intimidate
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) I expect the people to make this switch and stop harming the environment for 

their benefits.
 (2) I hope my views get published in the columns of your newspaper so that this 

switch to solar energy may garner more public support and awareness.
 (a) Yes, to option (1) because of the authoritative tone.
 (b) No, to option (1) because of the informal tone.
 (c) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of polite expectation.
 (d) No, to option (2) because of the certainty in the tone.
 (vi) Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will ..................................... .
 (a) persuade the people to act towards a healthy and clean environment.
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 (b) persuade the people to spread the word.
 (c) enable the mankind to stay at peace.
 (d) result in positive reviews by the readers.
Answers:
 (i) (d) (ii) (a) (iii) (d) (iv) (b) (v) (c) (vi) (a)

 Q2. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Ritika, a resident of Park Lane, Kolkata. The rising number of cases 
of robberies and harassment of foreign tourists has caused a lot of hue and 
cry in the international media. Stringent measures for effective law and 
order is the need of the hour. You decide to write a letter to the editor of a 
national daily urging the authorities to look after the law and order in your 
locality.

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Ritika should select, for this letter.
 1. Ritika’s name
 2. The name of the newspaper
 3. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 4. A formal tone
 5. Recipient’s identity proof and date
 (a) 1, 3 and 4 (b) 1, 2 and 4 (c) 2 and 5 (d) 3 and 5
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Rising cases of robberies and harassment of foreign tourists
 (b) Rising crimes against domestic tourists
 (c) Rising cases of encroachment by foreign tourists
 (d) Unattended crimes in metropolitan cities
 (iii) Which option should Ritika select, to elaborate on the crimes committed against 

the foreign tourists?
 (a) Theft and robbery   (b) Assault on women
 (c) Forgery and cheating (d) All of these
 (iv) Ritika shares some suggestions in her letter, to address the issue. Select the option 

that helps her complete these suggestions, appropriately.
  In my opinion, the government (i) .............................. to regain the lost confidence 

of the visitors. Exemplary (ii) .............................. should be given to the criminals 
and law breakers.

 (a) (i) is responsible (ii) actions
 (b) (i) must remain calm (ii) activities
 (c) (i) must enforce strict law and order (ii) punishments
 (d) (i) should think of a way out (ii) recognitions
 (v) Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will .....................................
 (a) result in positive reviews by the readers.
 (b) ensure strict and corrective measures to restore the trust of all.
 (c) lead to action against all authorities responsible, at tourist places.
 (d) improve circulation of the national daily.
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 (vi) In this letter, which of the following statement is True (T) or False (F)?
 (1) Ritika writes the salutation after the address.
 (2) Ritika places her signature above the complimentary close.
 (a) T, F (b) F, F (c) T, T (d) F, T
Answers:
 (i) (b) (ii) (a) (iii) (d) (iv) (c) (v) (b) (vi) (a)

 Q3. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Anuj, a resident of Raj Nagar, Agra. You have to write a letter to 
the editor of a national daily expressing your views about the consumption 
of junk food by the teenagers. You are concerned about health and want to 
spread awareness among people. 

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Anuj should select, for this letter.
 1. Anuj’s address and date
 2. Attached proof of the magazine subscription
 3. A formal tone
 4. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 5. The newspaper’s name
 (a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 5 (c) 1, 3 and 5 (d) 2, 4 and 5
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Consumption of junk food at an alarming rate.
 (b) Consumption of junk food at restricted places.
 (c) Creating awareness about food.
 (d) Comparing junk food and healthy food.
 (iii) Which option should Anuj select, to elaborate on the effects of junk food 

consumption among teenagers?
 (a) Obesity   (b) Chronic illness
 (c) Low self-esteem   (d) All of these
 (iv) Anuj shares some suggestions in his letter, to address the issue. Select the option 

that helps him complete these suggestions, appropriately.
  In my opinion, schools should promote (i) .............................. by keeping a check 

on food items being sold at canteens. Parents should also (ii) .............................. 
intake of junk food.

 (a) (i) more junk food (ii) encourage
 (b) (i) healthy eating habits (ii) not encourage
 (c) (i) the sale of junk food (ii) motivate
 (d) (i) balanced diet (ii) persuade
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) I expect the readers to make the necessary changes in their lifestyle for a 

healthier body and mind.
 (2) I hope my advice and warning will not fall flat on the deaf ears, and the people 

will avoid junk food to check its harmful effects.
 (a) Yes, to option (1) because of the commanding tone.
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 (b) No, to option (1) because of the casual tone.
 (c) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of courteous expectation.
 (d) No, to option (2) because of the uncertainty in the tone.
 (vi) Before writing this letter, Anuj had planned it accordingly. Why do you think it 

helps to plan a letter?
 (a) One can decide how to order all the points in the letter.
 (b) One can make a list of all the points one wants to include.
 (c) Both (a) and (b).
 (d) Neither (a) nor (b).
Answers:
 (i) (c) (ii) (a) (iii) (d) (iv) (b) (v) (c) (vi) (b)

 Q4. Complete the letter to the editor of a local newspaper on the importance of 
education in the holistic personality development and nation building. You 
are Rohini/Rishabh of 11, Preet Vihar, Jaipur.

  11, Preet Vihar
  Jaipur 

  11 September 20××

  The Editor
  The Times of India
  Jaipur

  Subject: Importance of education in nation building

  Sir

  Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper, I would like to express my views 
regarding the role of education in (i) .............................................................................
............. .

  The students are the architects of a free and modern nation. Education (ii) ........
................................................................................. as well as responsible citizens. 
Education restricts all the malpractices followed by the citizens. A pool of educated 
and empowered citizens can drive a nation towards (iii) .............................................
............................................. . It is the responsibility (iv) ..............................................
............................................ to contribute to the development of a nation by fulfilling 
their respective duties.

  I am sure educated people can contribute a lot to the nation’s prosperity. Education 
alone can dispel darkness and (v) .......................................................................................-
......................... .

  Yours faithfully
  Rishabh
 (i) (a) building the personality of all the students 
  (b) building the personality of an individual as well as the nation
  (c) the rural sectors of our nation
  (d) increasing the wealth of the nation
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 (ii) (a) plays a pivotal role in the building of a nation 
  (b) plays an important role in our lives
  (c) gives us an identity
  (d) makes us aware of the good things
 (iii) (a) becoming the richest nation in the world 
  (b) a better life for the upcoming students
  (c) the realization of its dream of becoming a superpower
  (d) the success it is supported to attain
 (iv) (a) of all the social workers 
  (b) of both the government and the citizens
  (c) of both the teachers and the students
  (d) of only the adults
 (v) (a) enlighten the path of prosperity and development 
  (b) provide a certain direction to the past
  (c) brighten our minds
  (d) make us become wiser
Answers:
 (i) (b) (ii) (a) (iii) (c) (iv) (b) (v) (a)

 Q5. Complete the letter to the editor of a national daily to express your views 
against the blatant misuse of loudspeakers and the noise created by them. 
You are Ravi/ Rashmi of 23, Lok Nagar, Bhopal.

  23, Lok Nagar
  Bhopal

  8 August 20××

  The Editor 
  The Times of India
  Bhopal

  Subject: (i) ......................................................................

  Sir
  Through the columns of your esteemed daily, (ii) ...................................................... 

by the barefaced misuse of loudspeakers and their exasperating noise that is the 
leading cause of noise pollution.

   Nowadays, a private party or birthday celebration is incomplete without music and 
dance. To ensure their own entertainment, people allow (iii) ...................................
.................................... . Noise pollution is one of the greatest problems that people 
living in the cities have to face. It not only affects the students but also the old and 
the children. (iv) ...................................................................... can help in reducing noise 
levels.

  I hope my words will reach (v) ...................................................................... . 

  Yours truly
  Rashmi Verma
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 (i) (a) Noise pollution creatd by vehicles 
  (b) Air pollution created by factories
  (c) Noise pollution created by loudspeakers
  (d) Water pollution created by oil leaks and spills
 (ii) (a) it is requested to mention 
  (b) I wish to highlight the problems caused
  (c) I am supposed to highlight the causes
  (d) you must talk about the causes
 (iii) (a) their children to party at home.
  (b) the disproportionate use of loudspeakers even at odd hours
  (c) their neighbours to watch TV at a high volume
  (d) the authorities to take proper action against such nuisance
 (iv) (a) Asking for forgiveness
  (b) Making a plan for the functions
  (c) Advising the local authorities
  (d) Ensuring limited hours and volume
 (v) (a) the ears of all the concerned authorities
  (b) all states and union territories
  (c) the editor of the newspaper
  (d) to the concerned neighbourhood

Answers:
 (i) (c) (ii) (b) (iii) (b) (iv) (d) (v) (a)

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

 Q1. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Kiran, a resident of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. You have to write a 
letter to the editor of a national daily drawing attention towards the custom 
of dowry, which is still prevalent in the society. 

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Kiran should select, for this letter.
 1. Kiran’s name
 2. Names of the people taking dowry
 3. A formal tone
 4. The newspaper’s name
 5. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 (a) 1 and 5   (b) 1, 3 and 4
 (c) 2 and 3   (d) 2, 4 and 5
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Views on the custom of re-marriage (b) Right to ancestral property
 (c) Views on the custom of dowry (d) Violence against women
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 (iii) Which option should Kiran select, to elaborate on her views on the custom of 
dowry?

 (a) Puts great financial burden on the bride’s family.
 (b) Causes of dowry – economic and social factors.
 (c) Misuse of dowry laws.
 (d) All of the above
 (iv) Kiran shares some suggestions in her letter, to address the issue.
  Select the option that helps her complete these suggestions, appropriately.
  In my opinion, we should (i) .............................. the daughters of our nation. 

We should teach them to be independent and responsible. Also, we should  
(ii) .............................. the practice of giving or taking dowry.

 (a) (i) educate (ii) not encourage (b) (i) allow (ii) not support
 (c) (i) transform (ii) continue (d) (i) teach (ii) encourage
 (v) Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will ..................................... .
 (a) improve the circulation of the newspaper
 (b) lead to action against the people not supporting dowry
 (c) help spread awareness about the issue
 (d) result in positive reviews by the women of our society
 (vi) In this letter, which of the following statement is True (T) or False (F)?
 (1) Kiran places her signature above the complimentary close.
 (2) Kiran writes the salutation after the address.
 (a) T, F (b) T, T (c) F, F (d) F, T

 Q2. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 
below.

  You are Ishan Chawla, a resident of Gurugram, Haryana. You have to write 
a letter to the editor of a national daily highlighting the deteriorating law 
and order situation in your area and suggesting remedies to improve the 
situation.

 (i) Select the option with relevant aspects that Ishan should select, for this letter.
 1. The newspaper’s name
 2. A fomal tone
 3. Ishan’s address
 4. Attached proof of the magazine subscription
 5. Expected date of the letter’s receipt
 (a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 5 (c) 1, 2 and 3 (d) 3, 4 and 5
 (ii) Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
 (a) Increasing law and order at night
 (b) Deteriorating law and order situation in our area
 (c) Requirement of proper laws against criminals
 (d) Demonstrating law and order in our area
 (iii) Which option should Ishan select, to elaborate on the difficulties faced by the 

people in his area?
 (a) Consecutive dacoities 
 (b) Loss of property
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 (c) Unsafe to move out in the early hours of night
 (d) All of these.
 (iv) Ishan shares some suggestions in his letter, to address the issue. Select the option 

that helps him complete these suggestions, appropriately.
  In my opinion, the higher authorities must find a way to (i) .............................. 

the policemen who are found inefficient and insincere. In the meanwhile, night 
patrolling may be (ii) .............................. .

 (a) (i) punish (ii) intensified
 (b) (i) congratulate (ii) stopped
 (c) (i) inform (ii) started
 (d) (i) discourage (ii) halted
 (v) Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of 

this letter.
 (1) I expect the concerned people to take actions on this issue. Please post my 

thoughts in your newspaper.
 (2) I hope my suggestions get published in the columns of your newspaper so that 

this issue may garner more public support and awareness.
 (a) Yes, to option (1) because of the commanding tone.
 (b) No, to option (1) because of the casual tone.
 (c) Yes, to option (2) because of the tone of courteous expectation.
 (d) No, to option (2) because of the certainty in the tone.
 (vi) What is the purpose of writing a letter to the editor?
 (a) To express one’s request
 (b) To give warning about the issue
 (c) To express one’s opinion or give comment on a current issue
 (d) To inform the readers about a certain issue
 Q3. Complete the letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing your views 

on corruption in public life. You are M S Dutta of E-1/286, Model Town, 
Delhi-110009.

  E-1/286, Model Town
  Delhi-110009

  16th August, 20XX

  The Editor 
  The Times of India
  New Delhi

  Subject: (i) ......................................................................
  Sir
  (ii) ......................................................................, I, Dr M S Dutta, want to express my 

views on corruption in public life.
  The menace of corruption in public life has totally destroyed the moral fabric of our 

society and (iii) ...................................................................... . Scams, kickbacks and 
pay-offs have assumed such a gigantic proportions that there is hardly any sphere of 
social, political, economic and even religious activity free from some sort of deception 
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and corruption. No one is realizing that (iv) ................................................................
......................... . What we need is some serious introspection and a firm resolve not 
to be a party to corruption.

  It’s high time that we reform ourselves, (v) ...................................................................
.................................... .

  Yours faithfully

  M S Dutta 
 (i) (a) Corruption in public life
  (b) Corruption in private sector
  (c) Increasing corruption in government sector
  (d) Limitations of corruption
 (ii) (a) In the column of your newspaper
  (b) Through the pages of your diary
  (c) In the paragraph of your letter
  (d) Through the columns of your esteemed newspaper
 (iii) (a) created an atmosphere of misery and shame
  (b) made a mockery of human values, life, truth and honesty
  (c) made a mockery of our nation in front of the world
  (d) created a path of human traits and values
 (iv) (a) it is a matter of great introspection and fear
  (b) our society is going through a welcoming change
  (c) our society is going through a phase of character crisis
  (d) the human values are vanishing from the society
 (v) (a) so that we shall soon succeed in weeding out corruption from our society
  (b) so that a new framework can be released for our society
  (c) so that we are no longer exposed to such evils
  (d) so that our society succeeds in attracting more revenue through fraudulent 

activities
Answers:
1. (i) (b) (ii) (c) (iii) (d) (iv) (a) (v) (c) (vi) (d)
2. (i) (c) (ii) (b) (iii) (d) (iv) (a) (v) (c) (vi) (c)
3. (i) (a) (ii) (d) (iii) (b) (iv) (c) (v) (a)
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2 Grammar 
(MCQ Based)

1. TENSES

Solved Examples (Multiple Choice Questions)
 I. Fill in the blanks by choosing the most appropriate option from the ones 

given below.
 1. The police ..................... four thieves last night.
 (a) catch (b) caught (c) catching (d) will catch
 2. I was ..................... food when he came in.
 (a) cooking (b) cook (c) cooked (d) do cook
 3. I certainly ..................... my colleague if I had been there.
 (a) helped   (b) would have helped
 (c) can help   (d) may help
 4. It ..................... since 9 o’clock.
 (a) rains   (b) was raining
 (c) has been raining   (d) will rain
 5. Stars .....................in the sky at night.
 (a) will twinkle   (b) twinkle
 (c) twinkles   (d) have been twinkling
 6. He is a very rude person. I ..................... him.
 (a) will not help   (b) will not helped
 (c) helping   (d) to help
 7. Mother is ..................... some dishes for us now.
 (a) prepare (b) prepares (c) preparing (d) prepared
 8. My brother usually ..................... in the evening.
 (a) is playing (b) plays (c) was playing (d) play
 9. By yesterday evening, we ..................... 20 kilometers.
 (a) walking (b) has walked (c) had walked (d) walks
 10. If you ..................... hard, you would have passed.
 (a) work (b) had worked (c) working (d) had been working
 Answers:
 1. (b)  caught 2. (a) cooking 3. (b) would have helped
 4. (c) has been raining 5. (b) twinkle 6. (a) will not help
 7. (c) preparing 8. (b) plays 9. (c) had walked
 10. (b) had worked 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

 Choose the correct answer from the options given below.
 1. Water ..................... on heating.
 (a) evaporate (b) evaporates (c) evaporated (d) is evaporating
 2. Shantanu ..................... all the chocolates.
 (a) ate (b) eating (c) eaten (d) have eaten
	 3.	 Farmers	.....................	the	field.
 (a) has ploughed (b) ploughing (c) ploughs (d) plough
 4. If I ..................... you, I would not repeat that mistake.
 (a) were (b) is (c) had been (d) are
 5. I ..................... this book for last four years.
 (a) write   (b) writing
 (c) have been writing   (d) has writing

2. MODALS
Solved Examples (Multiple Choice Questions)
Fill in the blanks with appropriate modals from the options given below.
 1. You ..................... obey your parents.
 (a) could (b) must (c) can (d) may
	 2.	 You	.....................	go	only	after	finishing	your	work.
 (a) would (b) may (c) shall (d) could
 3. When I was young I ..................... climb any tree.
 (a) can (b) will (c) could (d) might
 4. ..................... I have a cup of tea?
 (a) Would (b) Must (c) Could (d) Might
 5. You ..................... work hard.
 (a) should (b) would (c) may (d) might
 6. Soldiers ..................... obey orders without any question.
 (a) can (b) would (c) must (d) will
 7. I ..................... go to the market tomorrow.
 (a) can (b) would (c) will (d) might
 8. He ..................... use my phone.
 (a) can (b) shall (c) would (d) may
	 9.	 I	wish	you	.....................	fight	this	election.
 (a) can (b) shall (c) would (d) may
 10. You ..................... answer all questions.
 (a) may (b) must (c) would (d) could
Answers:
 1. (b) must 2. (b) may 3. (c) could
 4. (c) Could 5. (a) should 6. (c) must
 7. (c) will 8. (a) can 9. (c) would
 10. (b) must  
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

Choose the correct answer from the options given below.
 1. ..................... God bless you!
 (a) Can (b) Might (c) May (d) Should
 2. You ..................... not litter the classroom.
 (a) should (b) may (c) could (d) will
 3. You ..................... exercise daily.
 (a) will (b) can (c) ought to (d) may
 4. He tried but he ..................... not solve the problem.
 (a) can (b) could (c) may (d) might
 5. Somebody ..................... have told him.
 (a) may (b) ought to (c) can (d) must

3. SUBJECT-VERB CONCORD
Solved Examples (Multiple Choice Questions)
Choose the correct answer from the options given below.
 1. The boys ..................... gone to school.
 (a) has (b) have (c) are (d) is
 2. He ..................... this scenery.
 (a) likes (b) liking (c) like (d) is liking
 3. Honesty ..................... the best policy.
 (a) was (b) are (c) is (d) has
	 4.	 The	farmers	.....................	ploughing	their	field.
 (a) is (b) were (c) have (d) had
 5. One of the students ..................... talking.
 (a) were (b) was (c) are (d) has
 6. Each of these producers ..................... his own advantage.
 (a) have (b) has (c) having (d) is have
 7. Ten miles ..................... a long distance.
 (a) are (b) has (c) is (d) were
 8. Many a student ..................... hard to pass their entrance test.
 (a) tries (b) try (c) have tried (d) were trying
 9. The furniture in his house ..................... beautiful.
 (a) look (b) looks (c) looking (d) were looking
 10. Sohan as well as his brother ..................... come.
 (a) have (b) is (c) was (d) has

Answers:
 1. (b) have 2. (a) likes 3. (c) is
 4. (b) were 5. (b) was 6. (b) has
 7. (c) is 8. (b) try 9. (b) looks
 10. (d) has
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

Choose the correct answer from the options given below.
 1. The jury ..................... divided in their opinion.
 (a) were (b) was (c) are (d) has
 2. There ..................... many exceptions to this rule.
 (a) is (b) was (c) are (d) has
 3. The quality of these goods ..................... well known.
 (a) are (b) is (c) were (d) have
 4. More students than one ..................... attended the class.
 (a) has (b) is (c) have (d) are
 5. Each boy and girl ..................... to attend the function.
 (a) has (b) have (c) are (d) were

4. DETERMINERS
Solved Examples (Multiple Choice Questions)
Fill in the blanks with the most suitable determiner from the options given below.
 1. ..................... books are missing from the library.
 (a) A (b) Any (c) This (d) Some
 2. She has not solved ..................... sums.
 (a) much (b) any (c) many (d) a
 3. This book is mine but ..................... book is yours.
 (a) that (b) this (c) any (d) every
 4. ..................... boys have done their work.
 (a) That (b) These (c) Any (d) A
 5. He didn’t make ..................... progress.
 (a) many (b) some (c) much (d) every
 6. He has forgotten ..................... of the details.
 (a) any (b) every (c)	 first	 (d) some
	 7.	 The	minister	visited	.....................	flood-affected	area.
 (a) some (b) every (c) either (d) any
 8. ..................... villa is this?
 (a) What (b) Which (c) Whose (d) Any
 9. He is the ..................... boy who has joined this gym.
 (a)	 first	 (b) every (c) any (d) some
 10. I met her ..................... week.
 (a) those (b) any (c) this (d)	 first

Answers:
 1. (d) Some 2. (c) many 3. (a) that
 4. (b) These 5. (c) much 6. (d) some
 7. (b) every 8. (c) Whose 9. (a)	first
 10. (c) this 
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

Choose the correct answer from the options given below.
 1. Does your cow give ..................... milk?
 (a) many (b) much (c) few (d) each
	 2.	 Ramesh	bought	.....................	ice-cream	for	the	family.
 (a) some (b) many (c) few (d) each
 3. You will get ..................... the information.
 (a) many (b) few (c) much (d) all
 4. The children were playing with ..................... parents.
 (a) those (b) their (c) every (d) many
 5. I met my friend ..................... week.
 (a) next (b) last (c) each (d) many

5. REPORTED SPEECH
Solved Examples (Multiple Choice Questions)

Choose the correct answer from the options given below.
I. COMMANDS AND REQUESTS
 1. She said to me, “Open the window.”
 (a) She told me open the window. (b) She ordered me to open the window.
 (c) She said open the window. (d) None of these.
 2. The captain said to the soldiers, “Attack the enemy.”
 (a) The captain commanded the soldiers to attack the enemy.
 (b) The captain told soldiers to attack your enemy.
 (c) The captain ordered to attack the enemy.
 (d) None of the above.
 3. I said to him, “Please bring me a glass of water.”
 (a) I told him, bring me a glass of water.
 (b) I asked him for a glass of water.
 (c) I requested him to bring me a glass of water.
 (d) None of the above.
 4. I said to my friend, “Please lend me your book.”
 (a) I requested my friend to lend me his book.
 (b) I said, my friend please lend me your book.
 (c) My friend was asked to lend his book.
 (d) None of the above.

II. STATEMENTS
 5. Ramu said, “I saw a lion in the forest.”
 (a) Ramu said that he had seen a lion in the forest.
 (b) Ramu saw a lion in the forest.
 (c) Ramu said he saw a lion in the forest.
 (d) None of the above.
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 6. Satish said to me, “I am very happy here”.
 (a) Satish told he is very happy here.
 (b) Satish told me that he was very happy there.
 (c) Satish was very happy there.
 (d) None of the above.
 7. He said, “I can do this work.”
 (a) He said he can do this work.
 (b) He said he could done that work.
 (c) He said that he could do that work.
 (d) None of these.
 8. Renu said to me, “I was washing the clothes.”
 (a) Renu told me that she had been washing the clothes.
 (b) Renu was washing the clothes.
 (c) I was told that Renu was washing the clothes.
 (d) None of the above.

III. QUESTIONS
 9. I said to him, “Where are you going?”
 (a) I asked him where he was going. (b) I asked him where is he going.
 (c) I told him, where are you going. (d) None of these.
 10. He said to me, “Will you go there?”
 (a) He said to me whether I will go there? (b) He asked me if I would go there.
 (c) He asked me, will I go there. (d) None of these.

Answers:
 1. (b) She ordered me to open the window.
 2. (a) The captain commanded the soldiers to attack the enemy.
 3. (c) I requested him to bring me a glass of water.
 4. (a) I requested my friend to lend me his book.
 5. (a) Ramu said that he had seen a lion in the forest.
 6. (b) Satish told me that he was very happy there.
 7. (c) He said that he could do that work.
 8. (a) Renu told me that she had been washing the clothes.
 9. (a) I asked him where he was going.
 10. (b) He asked me if I would go there.

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

Choose the correct answer from the options given below.
	 1.	 He	said	to	Suresh,	“Please	lend	me	fifty	rupees.”
 (a)	 He	requested	Suresh	to	lend	him	fifty	rupees.
 (b)	 He	wanted	Suresh	to	lend	him	fifty	rupees.
 (c)	 He	told	Suresh,	I	need	fifty	rupees.	
 (d) None of the above.

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\02_Sec-B2_Gram_Ch-2 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



grammar (mcQ basED)   57

 2.

  I saw Rohit deeply thinking in the room. When I (i) ................. busy at, he (ii) ................. 
he was trying some new ideas. I became hopeless and enquired how playing with toys 
would make him a scientist. He surprised me by saying that he (iii) ................. scientists 
now had been deep thinkers in the beginning.

 (i) (a) tell him what was   (b) replied him what is
   (c)  asked him what he was (d) said to him about what
 (ii) (a) replied that   (b) obeyed that
  (c) enquired that   (d) refused that
 (iii) (a) knew those who is   (b) had knew those who were
   (c) knows those who are  (d) knew those who were
 3. I said to my maid, “Fetch me a glass of water.”
 (a) I ordered my maid to fetch me a glass of water.
 (b) I wanted my maid to fetch me a glass of water
 (c) My maid brought a glass of water. 
 (d) None of the above.

 4.

  I found Joseph reading something. When I (i) ..................... reading, he replied that 
modals are actually weak verbs but quite interesting. I further (ii) ..................... in 
our practical life. I also made him aware that we can do without modals. On hearing 
this,	he	surprised	me	by	saying	that	he	knew	modals	help	people	express	some	specific	
situations. At last he (iii) ......... modals.

 (i) (a) said to him which book he was (b) replied him which book he was
   (c)  asked him which book he was (d) told him which book he was
 (ii) (a)  enquired what the uses of modals are (b) told what the uses of modals are
   (c)  asked what the uses of modals are (d) explained what the uses of modals are
 (iii) (a)  advised me go and read (b) said to me go and read
  (c) told me go and read   (d) advised me to go and read
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 5. The teacher said, “The earth moves round the sun.”
 (a) The teacher said the earth moved round the sun.
 (b) The teacher said that the earth moves round the sun.
 (c) The teacher said the earth is moving round the sun.
 (d) None of the above.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

1. Tenses
 1. (b)   2. (a)  3. (d)  4. (a) 5. (c) 
2. Modals
 1. (c)   2. (a)  3. (c)  4. (b) 5. (d) 
3. Subject-Verb Concord
 1. (a)   2. (c)  3. (b)  4. (c) 5. (a) 
4. Determiners
 1. (b)   2. (a)  3. (d)  4. (b) 5. (b) 
5. Reported Speech
 1. (a)   2. (i) (c), (ii) (a), (iii) (c)  3. (a) 4. (i) (c), (ii) (a), (iii) (d) 5. (b) 
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I. GAP FILLING

Solved Examples

A. Fill in the given blanks choosing the most appropriate option from the ones 
given below. 
 1. The Wangala (i) ................. festival for the Garo in Meghalaya, Assam and Nagaland. 

It is a postharvest festival (ii) ................. the end of the agricultural year. It is 
popularly known as ‘The Hundred Drums’ festival. During the signature dance, the 
leading warrior (iii) ................. with synchronised dance steps and specific hand-head 
movements.

  (i) (a) is important   (b) are an important
   (c) was the important   (d) is an important
  (ii) (a) being celebrated for marking (b) celebrated to mark
   (c) celebrated to marking (d) being celebrated for mark
  (iii) (a) leads the youngsters (b) is lead the youngsters
   (c) was leading the youngsters (d) had leads the youngsters
 Ans. (i) (d)  (ii) (b) (iii) (a)
 2. Poets and writers of late 18th century (i) ................. that the vitality of the 

rhyming couplet was lost. They thought that the versification of Dryden and Pope 
(ii) .................. This thought brought back the use of  blank verse, the verse used by 
Shakespeare and Milton in the realm of English poetry. The idea of imitation that 
(iii) ................. in the age of Dryden and Pope also got a back seat. 

  (i) (a) has started to think (b) started to think
   (c) starts thinking   (d) had started to think
  (ii) (a) were not improved with (b) cannot improve upon
   (c) may be improved upon (d) could not be improved upon
  (iii) (a) is kind of prevalent (b) might be kind of prevalent
   (c) was kind of prevalent (d) were kind of prevalent
 Ans. (i) (b) started to think   (ii) (d) could not be improved upon
  (iii) (c) was kind of prevalent
 3. As a novelist, Kamala Markandaya earnestly (i) ................. sisterhood or brotherhood 

of human beigns. Through her novels she (ii) ................. warm and caring human 
relationship. She envisions on ideal world where men and women can live and 
(iii) ................. by closer and constant sharing of meaningful concepts.

  (i) (a) is believing in the universal (b) believes of an universal
   (c) believed in a universal (d) believes in the universal

3 Integrated Grammar
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  (ii) (a) tries to establish   (b) had tried to establish
   (a) is trying establishing (d) tries to be established
  (iii) (a) worked together harmonously (b) work together harmonious
    (c) work together harmoniously (d) should work together harmoniously
 Ans. (i) (d) believes in the universal (ii) (a) tries to establish 
  (iii) (c) work together harmoniously
 4. The spirit silently witnesses what the body and mind go through unless (i) ................. 

to govern and regulate the manner (ii) ................. the mind to perform. During the 
initial witnessing stage, the spirit (iii) ................. whenever our mind crosses any 
limit, warning us of its outcome.

  (i) (a) it was awakened   (b) it is awakened
   (c) it awakened   (d) it had awakened
  (ii) (a) in which it wishes   (b) to which it wished
   (c) for which it was wishing (d) to which it is wishing
  (iii) (a) soft whispers and guides (b) softly whispers and guides
   (c) softly whispering and guiding (d) was softly whispered and guided
 Ans. (i) (b) it is awakened   (ii) (a) in which it wishes 
  (iii) (b) softly whispers and guides
 5.  Most students find it difficult to tackle topics that (i) ................. they are in or they 

are comfortable with. So one needs to develop a taste (ii) ................. and boring topic 
on this planet. For success in reading comprehension one (iii) ................. .

  (i) (a)  is diverse in the field  (b)   are diverse from the field
   (c) are diversed from the field  (d)  is diversing from the field
  (ii) (a) for even the most obscure (b) of even the most obscure
   (c) for even a most obscure (d) in even the more obscure
  (iii) (a) should able to understand (b) can able to understand
   (c) should be able to understand (d) may able to understand
 Ans. (i) (b) are diverse from the field (ii) (b)  for even the most obscure 
  (iii) (c) should be able to understand
 6. The mastermind is billed as a ‘battle of minds’. This battle (i) ................. two havles. 

In the first, each of our participants (ii) ................. of questions, for two minutes, on 
any topic of his/her choice. In the second round, the questions  (iii) ................. . 

  (i) (a) has been fought in   (b) is fought in
   (c) is fought on   (d) fights in
  (ii) (a) faced a barrage of question (b) is facing the barrage of questions
   (c) faces a barrage of questions (d) have faced a barrage of question
  (iii) (a) were on general knowledge (b) are on a general knowledge
   (c) have been of general knowledge (d) are on general knowledge
 Ans. (i) (b) is fought in   (ii) (c)  faces a barrage of questions
  (iii) (d) are on general knowledge

B. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct options. 
 1. You .................. consult the Thesaurus if you need groups of synonyms for those words.
 (a) had to (b) need to (c) used to (d) might
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 2. Everybody .................. keen to participate in the upcoming nukkad natak.
 (a) are (b) has (c) is (d) were
 3. The good news is that .................. volunteers dropped out this month than the last 

two.
 (a) fewer (b) less (c) few (d) a little
 4. It was .................. historic day for the organisation when .................. honour was 

bestowed upon its employees.
 (a) a; an (b) an; the (c) the; a (d) an; a
 5. At this time tomorrow we.................. our project details to ma’am.
 (a) are presenting   (b) shall be presenting
 (c) have been presenting (d) will have presenting
 6. The Komodo dragon .................. follow its prey till it eventually dies due to its 

venomous bite.
 (a) must (b) will (c) could (d) may
 7. The prin cipal .................. grant you concession in fee.
 (a) will (b) can (c) could (d) used to
 8. Neither Mukesh nor his brother .................. the school regularly.
 (a) attends (b) attend (c) attending (d) have attend
 9. As I was intelligent, I had .................. trouble.
 (a) few (b) little (c) much (d) less
 10. At this time tomorrow we .................. in an aeroplane.
 (a) shall be flying       (b) shall fly
 (c) will fly       (d) may flying
  11.  After the release of Covid-19 vaccine, our economy.................. get a boom.
 (a) should (b) will (c) may (d) shall
 12. I drank .................. milk kept in the glass and went out for play.
 (a) a little (b) the little (c) little (d) few

 13. He who .............. solution of the problem will lead the team.
 (a) bring (b) brings (c) shall bring (d) have bring
 14. The Indian team is very strong. It ................ win the match.
 (a) ought to (b) may (c) can (d) will
  15.  Ravi had to put in .......... hard work to come out with flying colours in the board 

examination.
 (a) few (b) several (c) much (d) many
 16. When one of the candidates ............... caught copying, the others became cautious.
 (a) is (b) was (c) were (d) are
 17. Nobody ................. to ask him about his intentions the other day.
 (a) dare (b) dares (c) daring (d) dared
 18. One goes to ....... university to receive education so that he could become ....... good 

citizen.
 (a) a, the (b) the, a (c) a, a (d) the, the
Ans. 1. (d) 2. (c) 3. (a) 4. (a) 5. (b) 6. (b) 7. (b) 8. (a) 9. (d) 10. (a) 11. (c) 12. (b)
    13. (b) 14. (a)  15. (c)   16. (b) 17.(d)  18. (b)
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QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE
A. Fill up the given blanks choosing the most appropriate option from the ones 
given below.
 1. We are living in an environment which is full of bacteria. (i)  ................. can produce 

serious diseases, but all of us (ii)  ................. such diseases. It is due to a special power 
(iii) ................. these diseases. A part of this special power of our body is known as 
innate immunity.

  (i) (a) Many of these bacteria (b) Most of this bacteria
   (c) Much of these bacteria (d) Much of this bacteria
  (ii) (a) do not suffer of   (b) do not suffer from
   (c) does not suffer from (d) are not suffering with
  (iii) (a) presenting in our body to fight  (b) presenting in our body fighting
   (c) present in our body to fight  (d) presented in our body to fight
 2. A true sportsman (i) ................. . Even in his worst defeat, he (ii) ................. his temper. 

It has been seen in games that good players (iii) ................. by mean players to get 
an easy victory. But a true sportsman never commits such acts.

  (i) (a)  is always cool-head   (b)  is always cool-headed
   (c) was cool-headed      (d)   is never cool-headed
  (ii) (a) will lose   (b) can lose
   (c) will not lose   (d) may lose
  (iii) (a) is wounded   (b) will be wounded
   (c) were wounded   (d) are wounded
 3. Classical novels (i) ................. source of knowledge. Students learn virtues and 

mould their life by reading them. Fortunately a book fair (ii) ................. our town. I 
accompanied with Sarita (iii) ................. the fair and buy some interesting novels.

  (i) (a) shall be a very important (b) are a very important
   (c) was a very important  (d) has been a very important
  (ii) (a) was held in    (b) are hold in
   (c) were hold in    (d) is held in
  (iii) (a) have decided to visit (b) have decide to visit
   (c) has decided to visit  (d) has decide to visit
 4. Tree transplantation (i) ................. difficult. Experts say only a few species survive 

the process, which involves special machines to carefully remove trees along with 
some sail and the roofs before they (ii) ................... their alternate destination. The 
government (iii) ................. a list of empanelled technical agencies that will ensure 
the moved trees survive.

  (i) (a) known to be   (b) are known to be
   (c) is known to be   (d) was known to be
  (ii) (a) is moved to   (b) are moved to
   (c) shall move to   (d) were move to
  (iii) (a) will come out with   (b) will come out
   (c) shall come out   (d) has come out with
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B. Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct options.
  1.  You .................. obey the traffic rules.
 (a) should (b) can (c) may (d) must
 2. You .................. the letter now.
 (a) need not to send  (b) need to sends
 (c) need not send   (d) are needed to sends
 3. .................. persons are free from faults.
 (a) Few (b) A little (c) Little (d) Everyone
 4. Neither you nor she .................. there.
 (a) were (b) have been (c) was (d) are
 5. A number of mistakes .................. found in the essays.
 (a) was   (b) were
 (c) has been   (d) is
  6.  I saw .................. one-eyed man in the morning.
 (a) a (b) some (c) an (d) few
 7. Connaught Place ....................... get smog towers in ten months.
 (a) will (b) can (c) shall (d) might
 8. I, who .............. your friend, will assist and protect you.
 (a) are (b) is (c) am (d) have
  9.  There were ............................. than fifty students in the class.
 (a) few (b) no fewer (c) less (d) no less
 10. I .................. appear in the Senior Secondary Examination next near.
 (a) should (b) will (c) shall (d) may
 11. Rani Lakshmi Bai is one of the best heroines that ............... ever been born in India.
 (a) has (b) is (c) have (d) are
 12. Draw .................. map of India on ................... black board.
 (a) a, the (b) an, a (c) an, the (d) the, a
 13. Schools that have only ...................... teachers who know the language well .................... 

seek the help of other schools.
 (a) a few, may (b) a few, can (c) a few, should (d) less, some
 14. The university has received the highest number of applications ................. year in 

comparison to .................. previous year.
 (a) that, this (b) this, the (c) the, the (d) a, the
 15. What is your idea about happiness? “To make even one unfortunate happy if I 

.................
 (a) may (b) will (c) should (d) can
 16. Our government ........................ to improve the lot of the poor in our country.
 (a) can (b) ought (c) may (d) will
  17.  In the hour of need, every man, woman and child ............ to be ready for sacrifice.
 (a) has (b) have (c) will (d) shall
 18. By the death of Subhas Chandra Bose, a great leader and patriot .................. lost to 

India.
 (a) have been (b) has (c) was (d) have
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II. DIALOGUE WRITING/REPORTING DIALOGUE

Solved Examples
Read the paragraphs given below and complete the dialogue with appropriate 
words.
 1. I saw Supanddi standing in the field. When I (i) .................. doing there, he 

(ii) .................. he was trying to win a Nobel prize. I was confused and enquired how 
standing in the rice field would help him do so. He stunned me by saying that he 
(iii) .................. won Nobel prizes had all been outstanding in their fields!

  
 (i) (a)  exclaimed what he was (b) told him what he was
  (c)  asked him what he was (d) says to him about what
 (ii) (a) ordered that   (b) refused that
  (c)  questioned that (d) replied that
 (iii) (a)  has heard that people who has (b) was hearing that people who were
  (c)  had heard that people who had (d) did hear that people who had
 Ans. (i) (c) (ii) (d) (iii) (c)
 2.  I came across Ajay walking on the pavement of a slow moving traffic and wished 

him ‘hello’. He (i) ................. near New Delhi Railway Station. When I (ii) ................. 
for him, he replied that he wanted a happy ride on my bike. But I shocked him by 
saying that I knew walking is a good exercise and (iii) ................. to his office.

 (i) (a)  says that my office was  (b) clarified that his office was
  (c)  said that his office was  (d) told that his office was
 (ii) (a)  asked him what I can do (b) asked him what I could do
  (c)  said him what I could do (d) asks him what I can do
 (iii) (a)  said him to walk (b) ordered him to walk
  (c)  advise him walk (d) advised him to walk
 Ans. (i) (c) (ii) (b) (iii) (d)
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 3.  I saw a boy waiting at the door of my office. I took no time and (i) ...................... . 
Immediately he replied that his name was Anil. Then I (ii) .................... come for 
admission. Anil pleased me by saying with respect (iii) ......................... come for 
admission.

 (i) (a)  asked what his name was (b) told him what his name was
  (c)  asked him what his name was (d) ask what his name is
 (ii) (a)  explained if he has (b) questioned if he will
  (c)  said that he had (d) enquired if he had
 (iii) (a) that he were   (b) that he is
  (c) that he has   (d) that he had
 Ans. (i) (c)  (ii) (d)  (iii) (d)

QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE
Read the paragraphs given below and complete the dialogue with appropriate words.

 1. I noticed a passenger boarding the bus hurriedly at the Kotla bus stop. He came 
near and (i) ................. destined to. I replied by asking him if he read the destination 
board, and said Nehru Place. Then, he (ii) ................. Azadpur and enquired of the 
fare. I said `15. But he shocked me by saying that he had got only ̀ 10. Finally I (iii) 
................. at the next stop.

 (i) (a)  told me where the bus was (b) asked me where the bus was
  (c) ask me where the bus is (d) said where the bus was
 (ii) (a) explained that he would travel upto
  (b)  asked that he would travel upto
  (c) ask that he would travel upto
  (d) said that he would travel upto
 (iii) (a) suggested him to get down (b) suggest him to get down
  (c)  says to him to get down (d) said to him to get down
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 2. Kiaan : How did you spend your summer vacation?
  Ananya : I really enjoyed the summer vacation.
  Kiaan : Did you do something special?
  Ananya : Yes, of course. We went to Kashmir and stayed there for a month.
  Kiaan : What did you see in Kashmir?
  Ananya : We visited Srinagar, Pahalgam, Gulmarg and Sonmarg.
  Kiaan asked Ananya how (i) ................... her summer vacation. Ananya replied 

that she had really enjoyed the summer vacation. Kiaan (ii) .................. something 
special. Ananya (iii) ............ that they had gone to Kashmir and had stayed there 
for a month.

 (i) (a) had she spent (b) she spent
  (c) she was spending (d) she had spent
 (ii) (a) asked did she do (b) had asked if she did
  (c) asked if she had done (d) asked what special had she done
 (iii) (a) replies in affirmative and adds
  (b)  replied in affirmative and added
  (c) had replied in affirmative and added   
  (d) asked in affirmative and added

 3. Divit : Do you like sports and games, Aditi?
  Aditi : I am very fond of sports since my childhood.
  Divit : Which is your favourite game?
  Aditi : Badminton is my favourite game.

  Divit asked Aditi (i) ................... sports and games. Aditi replied that she 
(ii) .................. of sports since her childhood. Divit further asked Aditi (iii) ............ 
her favourite one. Aditi replied that her favourite game was badminton.

 (i) (a) if she liked   (b) if she had liked
  (c) did she like   (d) had she liked
 (ii) (a) had been very fond (b) was very fond
  (c) is very fond   (d) has been very fond
 (iii) (a) which game was (b)  which was
  (c) which game had been (d) which game is

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS FOR PRACTICE

I. GAP FILLING
A.  1. (i) (a) Many of these bacteria (ii) (b) do not suffer from 
  (iii) (c) present in our body to fight 
 2. (i) (b) is always cool-headed (ii) (c) will not lose
  (iii) (d) are wounded 
 3. (i) (b) are a very important (ii) (d) is held in
  (iii) (a) have decided to visit 
 4. (i) (c) is known to be (ii) (b) are moved to
  (iii) (a) will come out with 
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B.  1. (d) 2. (c) 3. (a) 4. (c) 5. (b) 6. (a) 7. (c) 8. (c) 9. (b) 10. (b) 11. (c)   12. (a)
     13. (a)  14. (b) 15. (d)  16. (b) 17. (a)  18. (c)

II. DIALOGUE WRITING/REPORTING DIALOGUE
 1. (i) (b) asked me where the bus was
  (ii) (d) said that he would travel upto
  (iii) (a) suggested him to get down
 2. (i) (d) she had spent
  (ii) (c) asked if she had done
  (iii) (b)  replied in affirmative and added
 3. (i) (a) if she liked
  (ii) (b) was very fond
  (iii) (a) which game was
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Theme

This is a story of a hard working farmer Lencho. He is expecting a good harvest this year if it 
rains. The rain does come bringing a brief happiness. However, a hailstorm follows the rain 
destroying all his crops. Being deeply hurt, he looks towards God. Having an unshaken faith 
in God he writes a letter to Him demanding one hundred pesos. This amount is sufficient 
enough to sow his crop again. He posts it. The postman has a hearty laugh when he reads 
it and shows it to the postmaster. The postmaster, being a generous man, decides to help 
Lencho. He gives a part of his salary and collects money from the employees. He sends 
seventy pesos to Lencho. Lencho’s happiness was momentary when he counts the money. 
God can’t deceive him, it is the work of post office employees. He writes another letter to 
God asking Him not to send the remaining 30 pesos by mail as post office employees are 
a ‘bunch of crooks’.
The lesson shows three things. It shows Lencho’s firm faith in God. His faith is rewarded 
though the helpers are human beings. Secondly, it shows the utter innocence of the farmer, 
Lencho. Thirdly, the lesson gives a message that sometimes even your generosity is not 
recognised. You may  not  get any credit for your generosity and kindness. But on the other 
hand, you may be misunderstood as a ‘bunch of crooks’.

Summary

 Lencho, a Farmer: Lencho was a farmer. His house was the only one in the entire valley. 
It was on the top of a hill. His fields needed a good harvest. He was looking towards the 
sky hoping for a rain. During the meal, big drops of rain began to fall. He went out to 
feel the rain on his body.

 Raindrops Like Coins: Lencho was satisfied. The drops of rain were like the coins. 
The big drops were ten cent pieces and the little ones were worth five each. Suddenly, a 
strong wind began to blow. Lencho was worried.

 Raining of Huge Hailstones: Along with the rain came very large hailstones. They 
truly did resemble silver coins. The house, the fields and the hill-side were covered with 
the white hails. Not a leaf remained on the trees. The corn was totally destroyed. So 
were the flowers. Lencho was sorrowful. They would have no corn that year.

 Single Hope — Help from God: Lencho thought that there was only one hope. It was 
the help from God. The following Sunday, he wrote a letter to God. He wrote that if he 
did not help, his whole family would die. He needed a hundred pesos in order to sow his 

—G.L. Fuentes

1 A Letter to God

Section–c: LiteRAtuRe textBook (FiRSt FLight: pRoSe)
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field again and to live until the new crop came. He wrote ‘To God’ on the envelope, placed 
stamp on it and dropped it into the mailbox.

 Strange Address: One of the postmen who read the address laughed heartily and took 
it to the postmaster. The postmaster was quite a friendly and pleasant man. He too broke 
out laughing. But soon he became serious. He realised that the sender of the letter had 
a great faith in God. He didn’t want to shake the writer’s faith in God. He decided to 
answer the letter.

 Help from the Postmaster: The generous postmaster collected money from his 
employees. He himself gave a part of his salary. He put seventy pesos, all the money he 
could collect, in an envelope and sent it to Lencho by mail.

 Lencho’s Anger Against Post Office Employees: Lencho had a firm and unshaken 
faith in God. He did expect help from God. When he received the money, he was not 
surprised. But his happiness was just for some moments. When he counted the money, 
he became very angry. He believed that God could never deceive him. Immediately, he 
wrote a second  letter to God and posted it. The postmaster  opened  the  letter  eagerly. 
Lencho wrote that he received seventy pesos that had been sent by God. He requested 
God to send him the rest of the money. He asked God not to send the money through the 
mail. The post-office employees were ‘a bunch of crooks’.

Justification of the Title

The title, ‘A Letter to God’ arouses the reader’s interest as the idea of someone sending a 
letter to God is quite intriguing. The interest is sustained and even heightened on reading 
the story of how Lencho, the main character appeals to God for monetary help through 
a letter. It is not so much about the actual letter but the unquestioning faith of a naïve 
man in the benign power of the almighty. Hence the title is suitable as it is the letter that 
reveals the character of Lencho and also makes the story unfold.

Character Sketch

Lencho: Lencho was a man of limited means and earned his living by farming his fields. 
He had an unshaken faith in God. He believed that God always helps the people with a 
clear conscience. Therefore, when he lost all hopes and he and his family were on the verge 
of starvation, he looked towards God for help. His deep faith in God even impressed the 
postmaster who decided to help him. 
Lencho was a little educated to write a letter. He showed his innocence by trying to have 
a correspondence with God directly.
Postmaster: The postmaster had all, that is, good in human thinking and behaviour. He 
had thorough understanding of a sharp, sympathetic and sensitive mind. He knew how the 
mind of a God-fearing rustic like Lencho works. He didn’t want to break the deep faith of 
Lencho in God. First, he laughed at the man who wanted to have a direct correspondence 
with God. After reading the letter, he was deeply moved and impressed by Lencho’s faith 
in God. He knew that merely goodwill was not sufficient. The farmer needed financial 
help. So he collected a sum of 70 pesos from his employees. He also contributed a part of 
his salary and sent the money to Lencho.
The Post Office Employees: The post-office employees made every effort to help Lencho. 
They believed that only an innocent and foolish person can write a letter to God. They 
were considerate and full of compassion. They wondered at the faith of the man who wrote 
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that letter. But they contributed something for an ‘act of charity’. They couldn’t collect the 
hundred pesos but sent only seventy pesos to Lencho. Only a single word was written as 
a signature: ‘God’.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1. The house—the only one in the entire valley—sat on the crest of a low hill. From this 

height one could see the river and the field of ripe corn dotted with the flowers that 
always promised a good harvest. The only thing the earth needed was a downpour or at 
least a shower. Throughout the morning Lencho—who knew his fields intimately—had 
done nothing else but see the sky towards the north-east.  

 Questions:
 (a) Based on the detail of the house’s location, how can it best be described?
 (i) Majestic (ii) Imposing (iii) Solitary  (iv) Unique
 (b) The field of corn dotted with flowers means that:
 (i) not a single flower was bigger than a dot.
 (ii) the flowers were scattered across.
 (iii) the flowers were shaped like dots.
 (iv) the flowers had shrunk in size.
 (c) Lencho wished for a downpour or a heavy shower. Pick the option that lists the 

correct match for kinds of rain.

1. heavy rain  (i) light rain that falls in very fine drops

2. thundrstorm  (ii) very heavy rain, tropical rain

3. drizzle  (iii) It’s coming down quite strong and you get very wet 
very quickly

4. torrential rain  (iv) really heavy rain that comes very suddenly

5. downpour  (v) is a violent, short-lived weather disturbance 
associated with lightning, thunder and strong, 
gusty winds

 (i) 1-(ii), 2-(iv), 3-(v) 4-(i), 5-(iii) (ii) 1-(iv), 2-(i), 3-(iii) 4-(v), 5-(ii)
 (iii) 1-(v), 2-(iii), 3-(iv) 4-(ii), 5-(i) (iv) 1-(iii), 2-(v), 3-(i) 4-(ii), 5-(iv)
 (d) Based on the given extract, what is Lencho NOT likely to think while looking at 

his field?

(1) Such a blessing, 
God! Thank you.

(2) Just a downpour, God. And 
everything will be perfect.

(4) I wish we have enough 
food to eat after this harvest.

(3) All set for the grand 
harvest. I’m going to be rich!

 (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
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 (e) Which quote supports the idea in the given extract?
 (i) “Farming is a profession of hope.”
 (ii) “I would rather be on my farm than be emperor of the world.”
 (iii) “Farming looks mighty easy when your plough is a pencil, and you’re a thousand 

miles from the corn field.”
 (iv) “Those too lazy to plough in the right season will have no food at the harvest.”
Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (ii)  (c) (iv) (d) (iv)  (e) (i) 

 2. With a satisfied expression he regarded the field of ripe corn with its flowers, draped 
in a curtain of rain. But suddenly a strong wind began to blow and along with the 
rain very large hailstones began to fall. These truly did resemble new silver coins. 
The boys, exposing themselves to the rain, ran out to collect the frozen pearls. 

 Questions:
 (a) Lencho was satisfied because:
 (i) he had a very happy family. (ii) he had a bumper crop.
 (iii) God was kind to him.    (iv) it had started raining.
 (b) The large hailstones resembled:
 (i) small balls.   (ii) big balls.
 (iii) new silver coins.   (iv) new gold coins.
 (c) Why did the boys run out?
 (i) To play in the mud   (ii) To take bath in the rain
 (iii) To collect the frozen pearls (iv) None of these
 (d) From which story has the above extract been taken?
 (i) His First Flight   (ii) The Hundred Dresses-I
 (iii) The Proposal   (iv) A Letter to God
 (e) The writer refers to the pellets of frozen rain as ‘new silver coins’. The literary 

technique used here is:
 (i) simile (ii) hyperbole (iii) satire (iv) alliteration
 Answers:
 (a) (iv)   (b) (iii)  (c) (iii)  (d) (iv)  (e) (iii)  

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. The hailstones completely destroyed Lencho’s crops which made him:
 (i) perverse and reckless. (ii) reckless and dejected.
 (iii) reckless and depressed. (iv) dejected and depressed.
 2. What hope did Lencho rely on?
 (i) Help from the villagers (ii) Help from the postmaster
 (iii) Help from the wheat-crop (iv) Help from God
 3. In letter, Lencho wrote that he and his family would be:
 (i) enjoying life.   (ii) quite unhappy.
 (iii) on the verge of starvation.  (iv) leading a miserable life.
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 4. Before dropping the letter into the mailbox, Lencho:
 (i) drank a glass of water. (ii) tore the letter.
 (iii) placed a stamp on it.  (iv) talked to the postman.
 5. What struck the postman?
 (i) The address on the letter (ii) The size of the letter
 (iii) Lencho’s behaviour   (iv) None of these
 6. Lencho referred to droplets as coins, because these raindrops:
 (i) resembled coins.   (ii) contained some coins.
 (iii) would ensure good crops which would be worth of a lot of money.
 (iv) gave him so much pleasure for which he had to spend a lot of money.
 7. Lencho was very happy when rainfall started because:
 (i) he with his family could enjoy the rainfall.
 (ii) he expected the rainfall would lead to very good harvest.
 (iii) the rainfall would save him a lot of money.
 (iv) All of the above
 8. Why did the postmaster choose to give reply to Lencho’s letter?
 (i) To show his superiority (ii) To demonstrate his large heartedness
 (iii) To demonstrate his social position (iv) To maintain Lencho’s faith in God
 9. How did Lencho feel when he told his wife that they were going to have a rain shower?
 (i) Nervous  (ii) Confident (iii) Annoyed  (iv) Doubtful
 10. Lencho went out to take pleasure in:
 (i) looking at beautiful scene of rainfall. (ii) looking at the cloudy weather.
 (iii) feeling droplets on his body. (iv) looking at his children play.
 11. What did Lencho hope for?
 (i) A good shower of rain for his crop. (ii) A new motorcycle
 (iii) A tractor   (iv) None of these
 12. Why was Lencho satisfied?
 (i) On seeing a new tractor in his field. (ii) On seeing a new buffalo.
 (iii) On seeing the field of ripe corn with flowers.
 (iv) None of these
 13. What did Lencho think of the post-office employees?
 (i) Bunch of crooks   (ii) Rude
 (iii) Unhelpful   (iv) Proud
 14. Why was Lencho not surprised on seeing the money in the envelope?
 (i) He was too sad to acknowledge it. (ii) He had unwavering faith in God.
 (iii) He was an ungrateful man. (iv) None of these

 ANSWERS 
 1. (iv)  2. (iv)  3. (iii)  4. (iii)  5. (i)
 6. (iii)  7. (ii)  8. (iv)  9. (ii)  10. (iii) 
 11. (i)  12. (iii) 13. (i) 14. (ii)
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Theme

The lesson pays tribute to those black heroes and patriots who waged a relentless struggle 
against the apartheid or the racist regime of South Africa. Here we find a description 
of the inauguration ceremony held in the Union Buildings attended by politicians and 
dignitaries from more than 140 countries. Nelson Mandela gives a message of peace and 
unity of mankind. He foresees a new regime which will be based on the equality of men 
and women. He hopes that in the new regime there will be no exploitation of man by man. 
There will be no room for racialism and segregation in the new order.

Summary

 First Non-Racial Government: It was 10th of May, 1994. The day was bright and 
clear. The inauguration ceremony of the first non-racial government was held at the 
lovely amphitheatre in the Union Buildings in Pretoria. It was the largest gathering of 
international leaders on South African soil. Politicians and dignitaries from more than 
140 countries attended the ceremony. First of all Mr de Klerk was sworn-in as second 
Deputy President. Then Thabo Mbeki was sworn-in as the first Deputy President. Then 
came Mandela’s turn. He was sworn-in as the first black President of South Africa.

 Mandela’s Speech: Mandela spoke how for decades South Africa was the seat of white 
supremacy. Now the presence of all people confer glory  and hope to newborn liberty. 
The blacks who were considered as outlaws not so long  ago were hosting the nations of 
the world on their soil. Their victory over ‘apartheid’ was a common victory for justice, 
peace and human dignity. Political freedom had been won. Now they would work hard 
to liberate all their people from the bondage of poverty, deprivation and diseases. Never 
would South Africa again face the oppression of one by another.

 Impressive Display of Jets: Then there was a spectacular display of jets. South 
African jets and helicopters roared in perfect formation over them in the sky. It was 
also a demonstration of the military’s royalty to democracy and to the new government. 
Then two national anthems were played.

 Sense of History: Nelson Mandela was overwhelmed with a sense of history. A few 
years after the Anglo-Boer war, apartheid was introduced in South Africa. The society 
based on racial-discrimination was the harshest and most inhuman society in the world. 
Now a new system based on the equality of all men regardless of their colour and race 
has replaced the old and cruel system.

—Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

Nelson Mandela: 
Long Walk to Freedom2
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 Policy of Apartheid: Apartheid created a deep and lasting wound in the people. 
The decades of exploitation and oppression of the black produced heroes like Tambos, 
Sislus and others. These black heroes were men of extraordinary courage, wisdom and 
generosity. The greatest wealth of South Africa was not in its minerals and diamonds 
but in men of such great character.

 Struggle of Comrades: Nelson Mandela learnt the meaning of courage from such 
brave comrades. Courage is the victory over fear. These comrades were ready to risk and 
sacrifice their lives for an idea—the idea of freedom and equality. Even in the darkest 
prisons their hopes and faith were not broken. They never allowed the flame of struggle 
to be extinguished.

 Twin Responsibilities: Nelson Mandela thought that every man has twin obligations. 
He has a duty towards his wife and children and an obligation to his people and country. 
In South Africa  it  was impossible for blacks like him to fulfil both these obligations. 
If any black tried to live like a free human being, he was punished and isolated. He 
was forced to live an isolated life — away from his family. He was forced to live a life of 
rebellion and secrecy.

 Joining the African National Congress: Mandela realised that not only was he 
deprived of freedom but also his brothers and sisters were deprived of freedom. That 
was why he joined the African National Congress. It was his desire for the freedom of 
his people and their self-respect that totally transformed him from a weak young man 
to a bold one. A law abiding lawyer was forced to become an outlaw. He realised that 
freedom is indivisible. He knew the oppressed must be liberated. The oppressed and the 
oppressor alike are robbed of their humanity. Both of them must be liberated.

Justification of the Title

The title is thoroughly justified as it brings out the long seemingly endless road in jail that 
Mandela had to travel for the cause so dear to him—justice. He spent most of his time fighting 
for an equal society not just for his black countrymen but because it is the right of every 
human being in this world. Falsely accused for 27 years, Mandela, a political prisoner tells 
his saga, of how the African National Congress struggled and succeeded to get him out of a 
prison cell. He had people’s unstinted support as they backed his ideas and methods. This 
popularity led Mandela to become the president of South Africa after walking for so long.

Character Sketch

Nelson Mandela: Nelson Mandela was the tallest of all the black heroes who waged a 
relentless fight against the racial-regime in South Africa. He suffered untold sufferings and 
tortures in prison but led the country to install the first democratically elected government 
in South Africa. 
He is grateful in acknowledging the unimaginable sacrifices of thousands of black heroes 
for the freedom of their people. 
He had a wider vision of humanity. For him freedom was comprehensive and couldn’t be 
divided.
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Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1. We have, at last, achieved our political emancipation. We pledge ourselves to liberate 

all our people from the continuing bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, gender 
and other discrimination.

  Never, never, and never again shall it be that this beautiful land will again experience 
the oppression of one by another. The sun shall never set on so glorious a human 
achievement. Let freedom reign. God bless Africa! 

Questions:
 (a) Mandela pledged to liberate the people from:
 (i) their towns.   (ii) freedom.
 (iii) bondage of poverty, deprivation, suffering, etc.
 (iv) liberty.
 (b) Choose the option that lists the set of statements that are NOT TRUE according 

to the given extract.
 1. The blacks in South Africa achieved political freedom after great struggle.
 2. South Africa was the seat of black supremay for decades.
 3. The blacks were exploited and oppressed by the white for decades.
 4. Nelson Mandela assured that the people of South Africa would never experience 

such cruel treatment.
 5. Mandela then said to the people that they should become so powerful that no 

one can oppress them.
 (i) 1, 3, 5 (ii) 2, 3, 5 (iii) 3, 5 (iv) 2, 5
 (c) Political emancipation will end the bondage of:
 (i) gender discrimination. (ii) poverty.
 (iii) suffering of people. (iv) All of these
 (d) What does Mandela hope for the people of Africa?
 (i) Freedom (ii) Discrimination
 (iii) Suffering (iv) Oppression of one by another
 (e) ‘... bondage of poverty’. Pick the option that DOES NOT collate with ‘bondage of’’ 

correctly.

2. Oppression

4. Time

3. Friendship1. Tyranny BONDAGE OF

 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (iv)  (c) (iv) (d) (i)  (e) (iii)  

 2. In life, every man has twin obligations — obligations to his family, to his parents, to his 
wife and children; and he has an obligation to his people, his community, his country. 
In a civil and humane society, each man is able to fulfil those obligations according to 
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his own inclinations and abilities. But in a country like South Africa, it was almost 
impossible for a man of my birth and colour to fulfil both of those obligations. In South 
Africa, a man of colour who attempted to live as a human being was punished and 
isolated. 

Questions:
 (a) Pick the option that correctly classifies fact/s (F) and opinion/s (O) of the students 

below.

I think most 
of the people 
deliberately 
don’t want to 
carry out the 
second obligation 
to society, 
community and 
country.

But Nelson 
Mandela wanted 
every person to 
carry out these 
two obligations.

Oh no! everyone 
can fulfil these 
two obligations 
according to their 
own capacity.

I feel, serving 
community and 
country is not 
an easy task. 
It requires 
time, money 
and good social 
relationship.

1 2 3 4

 (i) F – 1, 3 and O – 2, 4 (ii) F – 1, 4 and O – 2, 3
 (iii) F – 2, 3 and O – 1, 4 (iv) F – 3, 4 and O – 1, 2
 (b) Everybody is able to fulfil the obligations according to their own:
 (i) inclinations and abilities.  (ii) likings and dislikings.
 (iii) choices and tastes. (iv) limitations and competencies.
 (c) What are the twin obligations related to? They are related to duty towards one’s:
 (i) family and country. (ii) children and parents.
 (iii) Only family (iv) Only country
 (d) The fulfilment of the twin obligations is only possible in a:
 (i) modern society. (ii) foreign country.
 (iii) civil and humane society. (iv) social society.
 (e) Pick the option that is ODD one out with reference to the meaning of ‘obligation’.

1. Responsibility

3. Accountability

2. Function4. Liability OBLIGATION

 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
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 Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (i)  (c) (i)  (d) (iii)  (e) (ii)  

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. What had the Union Building in Pretoria been seat of for decades?
 (i) Democratic government (ii) White supremacy
 (iii) Non-racial supremacy (iv) Black supremacy
 2. The apartheid regime was based on:
 (i) mutual hatred.   (ii) mutual trust.
 (iii) mutual cooperation.  (iv) racial discrimination.
 3. How were the black people treated in South Africa earlier?
 (i) as respectable citizens (ii) as high class citizens
 (iii) as privileged class citizens 
 (iv) as the class of people out of the main stream
 4. According to Mandela, the people of South Africa are:
 (i) the greatest burden.  (ii) mere expenses.
 (iii) the greatest wealth.  (iv) useless manpower.
 5. According to Mandela, the brave man is not he who doesn’t feel afraid, but he who:
 (i) conquers that fear.   (ii) withstands that fear.
 (iii) runs away from that fear. (iv) is ready to face that fear.
 6. The ceremony took place in a building made of:
 (i) marble (ii) sandstone (iii) bricks (iv) wood
 7. The Anglo-Boer war was fought:
 (i) in the last decade of the 20th century.
 (ii) in the first decade of the 20th century.
 (iii) in the middle of the 20th century.
 (iv) only a few decades ago.
 8. Who had erected the system of racial domination in South Africa?
 (i) The Blacks (ii) The Whites (iii) History (iv) Society
 9. What did men like Oliver Tambos and Walter Sisulus possess?
 (i) Courage (ii) Wisdom (iii) Generosity (iv) All of these
 10. Why do you think Mandela mentions some freedoms as ‘transitory’?
 (i) The freedoms are momentary and keep changing with time.
 (ii) The definition of freedom is constant but perspectives differ.
 (iii) Freedom means different things to different people.
 (iv) Freedom is not that important after a certain age.

 ANSWERS  
 1. (ii)  2. (iv)  3. (iv)  4. (iii)  5. (i)
 6. (ii)  7. (ii)  8. (ii)  9. (iv)  10. (i)
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I. HIS FIRST FLIGHT

Theme

‘His First Flight’ is a story of hesitation, trial and error and finally getting success in the 
end. It is an interesting story of a hesitant and timid seagull learning the art of flying. 
While his two brothers and sister had already learnt flying, his fear and hesitation stopped 
him from doing so. His diving at the fish due to hunger proved a blessing in disguise. After 
a shaky start, he spread out his wings and started flying upwards and downwards. It was 
his first flight. The author gives a message that no one attains success instantly. Repeated 
trials and errors lead him to success.

Summary

 Young Seagull Afraid to Fly: The young seagull was alone on his ledge. His two 
brothers and his sister had already learnt the art of flying only the day before. He did 
try. He had taken a little run forward and tried to flap his wings. But that was all he 
could do. He became afraid. He felt that his wings would not support him. So he bent 
his head and ran away back to the little hole where he slept at night. His brothers and 
his sister had wings far shorter than his own wings. But he failed to muster up courage 
and fly. His parents taunted, scolded and threatened him to leave him starving at the 
ledge unless he flew away. But nothing could make him fly.

 Parents Perfecting Brothers and Sister: The seagull helplessly watched his parents 
flying  with  his  brothers  and sister. They were perfecting them in the art of flying. They 
were teaching them how to skim the waves and how to dive for fish. The whole family 
went on taunting him for his cowardice.

 Maddened by Hunger, He Dived at the Fish: Only his mother was looking at him. 
She had picked a piece of fish. She was flying across him with it. He leaned out eagerly. 
His mother was very near to him with the fish in her beak. Maddened by hunger, he 
dived at the fish. With a loud scream he fell outwards and downwards into the space. A 
terror seized him. His heart stood still. His mother swooped past him. He answered her 
with another scream. He saw his two brothers and sister flying around him.

 First Flight: The seagull completely forgot that he was not able to fly. He let himself 
free to dive, soar and curve at will. He was shrieking shrilly. He saw a green sea beneath 
him. His parents, his brothers and sister were beckoning to him calling shrilly. He was 
tired and weak with hunger. His feet sank into the green sea and his belly touched it. He 
sank no farther. His family were praising him and their beaks were offering him scraps 
of fish. He had made his first flight.

 I. His First Flight  —Liam O’ Flaherty

 II. The Black Aeroplane —Frederick Forsyth

Two Stories about Flying3
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Justification of the Title

The title is apt as the story narrates how the little seagull finally took his first flight. He 
had great fear of flying as the heights and the oceans below scared him to death. He was 
coaxed and counselled by his mother. But his fear kept him confined to the ledge. His two 
brothers and sister had already made their flying debut the day before, but he could not 
muster the courage and confidence to fly away like them. Finally, his hunger pushed him 
to take the plunge and fly. Thus the title is quite suitable.

Character Sketch

Young Seagull: The young  seagull was a timid sea-bird. He was hesitant and afraid of flying. 
But he did not stop trying. Gradually he gathered strength and made regular efforts for flying. 
Finally, he forgot his fear of flying and made his first flight. His parents were quite happy 
with him.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.

 1. Even when each of his brothers and his little sister, whose wings were far shorter than 
his own, ran to the brink, flapped their wings, and flew away, he failed to muster up 
courage to take that plunge which appeared to him so desperate. His father and mother 
had come around calling to him shrilly, upbraiding him, threatening to let him starve 
on his ledge unless he flew away. But for the life of him he could not move.

 

Questions:
 (a) Which quote best supports the idea given in the extract?

Each of us must 
confront our own 
fears, must come 
to face with them.

—Judy Blume

The fear of 
suffering is worse 
than the suffering 
itself.

— Paulo Coelho

Inaction breeds 
doubt and fear. 
Action breeds 
confidence and 
courage.

— Dole Carnegie

You gain 
strength, courage 
and confidence in 
which you really 
stop to look fear 
in the face.

—Eleanor 
Roosevelt

(1) (2) (3) (4)

 (i) Option 1  (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4

 (b) His parents, brother and sister regularly:
 (i) supported him.   (ii) chided him.

 (iii) scolded and threatened him. (iv) accompanied him.

 (c) Who threatened the young seagull to starve on the ledge?
 (i) His brother (ii) His sister  (iii) His parents (iv) His mother
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 (d) What could happen to him if he tried flying?
 (i) He could fall into the sea. (ii) He could fall over the rock.
 (iii) He could fall on the ledge. (iv) He could not get food.
 (e) The extract uses the phrase ‘so desperate’. Which of these expressions is incorrect 

with respect to the word ‘desperate’?

2. Hopeless

4. Danger

1. Foolhardy 3. RiskDESPERATE

 (i) Option 1  (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (iii)  (c) (iii)  (d) (i)  (e) (ii) 

 2. He just felt a bit dizzy. Then he flapped his wings once and he soared upwards. “Ga, 
ga, ga, Ga, ga, ga, Gaw-col-ah,” his mother swooped past him, her wings making a loud 
noise. He answered her with another scream. Then his father flew over him screaming. 
He saw his two brothers and his sister flying around him curveting and banking and 
soaring and diving. Then he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly, 
and commended himself to dive and soar and curve, shrieking shrilly.

Questions:
 (a) Pick the most appropriate reason why the young seagull felt dizzy.
 (i) He hadn’t eaten anything for a day.
 (ii) He was dizzy with excitement.
 (iii) He was wary of heights.
 (iv) He was flying for the first time.
 (b) How would you describe the screams of the seagull in the given extract?
 (i) Elation (ii) Bewilderment
 (iii) Shock (iv) Protection
 (c) The line “he completely forgot that he had not always been able to fly” implies the:
 (i) great confidence the young gull had in his skills.
 (ii) naturalness of the act of flying for the young seagull.
 (iii) satisfaction and joy of flying together as a family.
 (iv) desire of the young seagull to leave his fears behind.
 (d) The extract refers to the many movements of the young seagull’s brothers and 

sister. Choose the option that correctly sequences these movements.
 (i) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew by tilting their wings, rose high, 

made darting movements and plunged headfirst.
 (ii) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew by plunging headfirst, making 

darting movements, tilted their wings and rose high.
 (iii) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew with darting movements, tilted 

their wings, rose high and plunged headfirst.
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 (iv) The young seagull’s brothers and sister flew by rising high, plunging headfirst, 
making darting movements and tilting their wings.

 (e) Which of the following mirrors the use of the literary device in “shrieking shrilly”?
 (i) sparkling saga   (ii) singing soft
 (iii) slippery sloppily   (iv) sneeze silently
 Answers:
 (a) (iv)  (b) (i)  (c) (ii)  (d) (iii)  (e) (iv)  

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. The young seagull completely forgot that he had not always been:
 (i) able to fly.   (ii)  not able to fly.
 (iii) unable to fly.   (iv) disabled to fly.
 2. What helped the young seagull to overcome his fear?
 (i) His parents   (ii) His efforts
 (iii) His courage   (iv) His self decision
 3. The young seagull cried begging his mother to bring him:
 (i) some good news.   (ii) some support.
 (iii) some leaves.   (iv) some food.
 4. Why did the seagull’s mother halt?
 (i) She wanted the seagull to dive for the food.
 (ii) She was in pain.
 (iii) She saw a hunter.
 (iv) She wanted the seagull to move back.
 5. How did the young seagull react to see his mother eating fish?
 (i) He felt angry to see her mother eating fish.
 (ii) He felt delighted to see her mother eating fish.
 (iii) He got mad on seeing her mother eating fish.
 (iv) He tried his best to fly and reach her mother.

 ANSWERS  
 1. (i)  2. (iii)  3. (iv)  4. (i)  5. (iii)

II. THE BLACK AEROPLANE

Theme

Frederick Forsyth describes quite an unique but mysterious experience during his flight 
from Paris to London. During the flight, he was lost amid mountains of dark clouds. He 
couldn’t believe his eyes. The compass was dead. It would not work. He received no answer 
from Paris Control either. He could see another aeroplane flying next to him through the 
storm. He followed the strange aeroplane till he could see the runway and was safe. When 
asked from the control centre, he was told that no plane except his own was flying in the 
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storm. Where did the aeroplane come from? Who was the man who asked him to follow 
him? Where did he disappear after leaving him in safety? These are the questions which 
are still surrounded in mystery.

Summary

 On his Way to England: The moon was coming in the clear sky. The narrator was flying 
his old Dakota aeroplane over France back to England. He contacted Paris Control for 
instructions. He was asked to turn twelve degrees west. He thought that he would be in 
time for English breakfast.

 Storm Clouds: Paris was 150 kilometres behind him. He saw the clouds in the sky. 
They were storm clouds. They looked like black mountains standing in front of him. 
He couldn’t avoid by flying up and over them. He didn’t have enough petrol (fuel) to fly 
around them north and south. He thought of going back to Paris. But he wanted to go 
home for breakfast.

 Instruments Dead: The narrator took the risk. He flew that old Dakota straight into 
the storm. Inside the clouds, everything was suddenly black. He couldn’t see anything 
outside. The old aeroplane jumped and twisted in the air. He looked at the compass. It 
was dead. The other instruments were suddenly dead too. He tried the radio to contact 
Paris Control. There was no answer. He didn’t know where he was. He was in a very 
hopeless situation.

 Black Plane for Help: The narrator was lost in the storm. Suddenly, he  saw another 
aeroplane. The black aeroplane was flying next to him. He could see the pilot’s face. He 
was glad to see another person. ‘‘Follow me’’, he said waving his one hand. The narrator 
followed him like an obedient child.

 Landed Safely: The narrator followed the black aeroplane for half an hour. Now there 
was only enough fuel in the old Dakota’s last tank to fly for five or ten minutes. Then 
he started going down. He saw two straight lines of lights before him. It was a runway. 
‘‘An airport,’’ he cried in joy. He turned to look for his friend in the black aeroplane, but 
the sky was empty. He wanted to say ‘Thank you’’ to his rescuer.

 Mystery about the Black Aeroplane: After landing, the narrator went to the control 
tower. He asked the lady there where he was. He also asked who the other pilot was. 
She looked at him strangely and then laughed. She replied that no other aeroplane was 
flying that night. She could only see his aeroplane on the radar. Who helped the narrator 
to arrive there safely without a compass or a radio, and without any more fuel in his 
tanks? It remained an unsolved mystery.

Justification of the Title

The title ‘The Black Aeroplane’ is an apt one as it narrates an interesting, supernatural story 
about a phantom plane that helped the narrator to land safely and reach his destination.

Character Sketch

The Narrator: The narrator (Fredrick Forsyth) was a professional pilot. He was flying his 
old Dakota aeroplane over France back to England. He was happy.
The narrator was quite a family man. He was dreaming of his holidays. He was looking 
forward to being with his family. He wanted to be in time for breakfast.
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The narrator seemed to lack his professional ethics and responsibilities. He was about 150 
kilometers away from Paris when the storm clouds appeared in the sky. He didn’t have 
enough petrol to fly around them to the North or South. Actually, he ignored his professional 
wisdom. He ought to have gone back to Paris. The narrator was a grateful human being. 
He was grateful to the pilot of the black aeroplane for saving his life. He went to the Paris 
Control to ask about the other pilot who saved his life.
The Unknown Pilot: He was a helpful man. He was flying a black aeroplane. He helped 
the narrator to find his way in the storm. He was a quite satisfied man, who wanted nothing 
in return. When the narrator landed down safely at the Paris airport, he made enquiry 
about the pilot but he got no trace of him. The pilot did his work and disappeared in the sky.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.

 1. Everything was going well — it was an easy flight. Paris was about 150 kilometres 
behind me when I saw the clouds. Storm clouds. They were huge. They looked like 
black mountains standing in front of me across the sky. I knew I could not fly up and 
over them, and I did not have enough fuel to fly around them to the north or south. “I 
ought to go back to Paris,” I thought, but I wanted to get home. I wanted that breakfast. 
‘I’ll take the risk,’ I thought, and flew that old Dakota straight into the storm.

Questions:
 (a) Based on the given extract, choose the option that lists the meme which would be 

the most appropriate response to “…it was an easy flight”?

1 2 3 4
 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 (b) How would you describe the “risk” the narrator took?
 (i) Calculated  (ii) Impetuous (iii) Unavoidable  (iv) Navigable
 (c) In what way might the reference to the Dakota as “old” be relevant?
 (i) Its antique value made it expensive and precious to the narrator.
 (ii) It is employed by the narrator as a term of endearment.
 (iii) It did not have enough fuel to fly around the storm clouds.
 (iv) Its ability to negotiate the storm clouds might have been dangerous.
 (d) Read the statements given below, and then select the option that best describes 

the given statements.
  Statement I – The narrator’s desire to reach home and see his family made him 

complacent.
  Statement II – The narrator was unaware of the threat that the adversarial storm 

clouds presented.
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  Statement III – The narrator’s decision making was quick but irresponsible as 
well as dangerous.

 (i) Statement I is False, Statement II is True, Statement III cannot be inferred.
 (ii) Statements I and III are True, Statement II cannot be inferred.
 (iii) Statement I cannot be inferred, Statement II is False, Statement III is True.
 (iv) Statements I and II are False, Statement III is True.
 (e) Select the correct option to fill in the blanks below:
  risk: risky :: ______ : _______
 (i) danger: dangerously   (ii) hazard : hazardous
 (iii) peril : imperilled   (iv) caution : precaution
 Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (ii)  (c) (iv)  (d) (iii)  (e) (ii) 
 2. Inside the clouds, everything was suddenly black. It was impossible to see anything 

outside the aeroplane. The old aeroplane jumped and twisted in the air. I looked at the 
compass. I couldn’t believe my eyes: the compass was turning round and round and 
round. It was dead. It would not work! The other instruments were suddenly dead, 
too. I tried the radio. 

Questions:
 (a) “... the compass was turning round and round and round.” The literary device 

applied here is:
 (i) alliteration (ii) simile (iii) repetition (iv) hyperbole
 (b) Based on the given extract, what is the narrator NOT likely to think at this moment?

(1) Oh! What is going 
on with my Dakota?

(2) Alas! It appears I will not have 
breakfast with my family.

(4) Alas! The compass 
of my aeroplane is dead.

(3) Wow! Everything 
is going on right now.

 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 (c) What surprised the narrator?
 (i) The high speed of the compass (ii) The slow speed of the compass
 (iii) The dead compass   (iv) Heavy clouds
 (d) Why did he try the radio?
 (i) The other instruments were working.
 (ii) The other instruments weren’t functioning.
 (iii) The compass was dead.
 (iv) He was high up in the sky.
 (e) Give the noun form of ‘believe’.
 (i) Believed  (ii) Believing (iii) Belief (iv) Believes
 Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (iii)  (c) (iii)  (d) (ii) (e) (iii)  
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Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. How did he behave before the other aeroplane?
 (i) Like an expert pilot   (ii) Like a shy person
 (iii) Like an obedient child (iv) As a trainer
 2. Why did the narrator start to feel frightened again?
 (i) His plane was low on fuel. (ii) His compass was lost.
 (iii) The plane’s engine had malfunctioned.
 (iv) None of these
 3. What was the narrator sure of?
 (i) His Dakota was old.  (ii) The distance from his home.
 (iii) To reach in time for French breakfast.
 (iv) To reach in time for English breakfast.
 4. What was the narrator’s response when the other pilot said to follow him?
 (i) The narrator ignored his instruction and did not follow him.
 (ii) He tried hard to follow him but was unable to see the other plane.
 (iii) He could not follow the other plane as it disappeared after a moment.
 (iv) He followed the pilot like an obedient child.
 5. Why do you think the woman in the control centre laughed?
 (i) She found the narrator funny. (ii) She thought his question preposterous.
 (iii) She thought he was teasing her. (iv) She was relieved the narrator was safe.
 6. Why was the aeroplane twisting in the air?
 (i) As it was dark night. (ii) As it was a stormy night.
 (iii)  Due to lightning.   (iv) None of these
 7. What was the purpose behind calling Paris Control?
 (i) To know about air traffic. (ii) To know the direction of the route.
 (iii)  To know the details about landing. (iv) None of these
 8. Why didn’t the pilot turn the aeroplane back towards Paris?
 (i) He wanted to meet his family. (ii) He wanted to go on a holiday.
 (iii) He did not want to miss the breakfast. (iv) He did not like Paris.
 9. What risk did the pilot take?
 (i) Flying back to Paris.
 (ii) Missing the breakfast he desired.
 (iii) He took no risk.
 (iv) Flying his old Dakota straight into the storm.

 ANSWERS  
 1. (iii)  2. (i)  3. (iv)  4. (iv)  5. (ii)
 6. (ii) 7. (ii) 8. (iii) 9. (iv)
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Theme

‘The Diary of Anne Frank’ and the given extract is one of the most authentic works describing  
the atrocities committed on the Jews during the Nazi’s occupation of the Netherlands in 
1940s. It also provides an intimate account of daily life that her small groups led in hiding 
in Amsterdam. Her frankness, honesty and sincerity of description of her parents, friends 
and teachers make her writing the most important document of the Holocaust period.

Summary

 Diary Writing—A Strange Experience: Anne Frank thinks that writing a diary is a 
strange experience for her. She has never written anything like this before. She feels that 
no one else, except her, will be interested in the musings of a thirteen-year-old school 
girl. She writes it for herself. She wants to get all kinds of things off her chest.

 Paper has more Patience than People: Anne feels that paper has more patience than 
people. There was a time when she was a little depressed and sat at home. She doesn’t 
want anyone else, except her, to read her ‘stiff–backed’ notebook unless she finds a real 
friend. She keeps the diary as she doesn't have a friend.

 Her Diary—Her Friend ‘Kitty’: Anne writes that outwardly there are about 30 people 
whom  she can call friends. She has a family, loving aunts and a good home. She has 
loving parents and a sixteen-year-old sister. But still she feels all alone. She can only 
talk about ordinary things with them. They are not able to  come closer.  This  is  the 
problem.  They can’t confide in each other. Maybe it is her own fault. This is why she 
has started the diary. She wants her diary to be her friend. She calls her diary, her 
friend ‘Kitty’.

 Brief Sketch of Family: She calls her father, the most adorable father. He married at 
36 when her mother was 25. Her sister, Margot, was born in 1926, while she was born 
on 12th June, 1929. They emigrated to Holland in 1933. She got her education there. In 
1942, her grandma died.

 Class Shaking with Fear: The entire class is shaking with fear. The teachers will 
decide in the next meeting who will move up and who will be kept back. She realises 
that at least there are about a quarter of students who are totally worthless and should 
be kept back. But it is difficult to predict about the decision of the teachers. She is not 
much worried about herself and her girl friends. She is not very sure about maths. She 
has good relations with her teachers. Mr Keesing, the maths teacher is an old-fashioned 
teacher. He doesn’t like Anne because she talks too much.

 Essay — A Chatterbox: The Maths teacher gives Anne some extra work — to write 

—Anne Frank

From the Diary of Anne Frank4

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\03_Sec-C_1A_Pro_Ch_01-06 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



From thE Diary oF annE Frank 87

an essay on ‘A Chatterbox’. She writes three pages. She argues in the essay that talking 
is a student’s trait. She promises to keep it under control. She feels that she will never 
be able to cure herself of the habit. Her mother also talked as much as she does. It is an 
inherited trait. Mr Keesing has a good laugh at her arguments in the essay. He assigns 
her a second essay on ‘An Incorrigible Chatterbox’. Finally, as punishment for talking in 
the class, he gives her another essay on ‘‘Quack, Quack, Quack, said Mistress Chatterbox’’. 
The class gives a roar of laughter. Her friend, Sanne, is good at poetry. She offers to help 
her. Anne wants to turn the table on Mr Keesing. She finishes the poem about a mother 
duck and a father swan with three baby ducklings. They are bitten to death by the father 
because they quack too much. Mr Keesing understands the poem and its message in the 
right way. Since then, Anne has been allowed to talk. She has not been assigned with 
any extra homework.

Justification of the Title

The title of this world-renowned literary piece is simple and straightforward without 
any hidden meaning. It is a diary which Anne Frank wrote in the concentration camp 
to which she was sent along with her sister in Holland. The diary chronicles Anne’s 
experiences in Hitler’s concentration camp from 12th June, 1942 to 1st August, 1944. Her 
father, Otto Frank, who survived the concentration camp decided to fulfil his daughter’s 
wish and published her diary which recounted her experiences in the concentration 
camp.

Character Sketch

Anne Frank: Anne Frank was a very sensitive, sharp and mature girl of thirteen. Being 
a Jew, she was constantly hounded by the Nazis. She was living in terrible times. Born in 
Germany, she and her family had to migrate to Amsterdam to escape persecution.
She felt utterly lonely and couldn’t confide in others. She needed a true friend before whom 
she could open out her heart and share her inmost feelings. She found that true friend in 
‘Kitty’, her diary. She was very emotional. She loved her grandmother very much. She was 
‘a Chatterbox’ and annoyed her maths teacher, Mr Keesing as she talked too much in the 
class. But her joke pleased him very much.
Mr Keesing: Mr Keesing was an old-fashioned teacher of maths in Anne Frank’s school. He 
was rather strict with his students and didn’t allow much talking in the class. Ultimately, 
he assigned Anne to write an essay on ‘A Chatterbox’. The essay gave the right message to 
Mr Keesing. By chance, the joke fell on him. He was a transformed man now. He allowed 
Anne to talk and never assigned her  any extra homework again.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1. Paper has more patience than people.’ I thought of this saying on one of those days 

when I was feeling a little depressed and was sitting at home with my chin in my hands, 
bored and listless, wondering whether to stay in or go out. I finally stayed where I 
was, brooding: Yes, paper does have more patience, and since I’m not planning to let 
anyone else read this stiff-backed notebook grandly referred to as a ‘diary’, unless I 
should ever find a real friend, it probably won’t make a bit of difference.”
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Questions:
 (a) ‘Paper has more patience than people.’ What does this imply? This implies that 

Anne:
 (i) believed in the power of writing more than speaking to people.
 (ii) felt that she could pour her heart out on paper without any hindrance.
 (iii) had more faith in sharing her thoughts and feelings with paper.
 (iv) felt that she could share her feelings openly on paper.
 (b) Pick out the emoticon which clearly brings out the meaning of ‘listless’ as used in 

the extract.

1 2 3 4
 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 (c) Pick the option that is ODD one out with reference to the meaning of ‘patience’.

1. Indolence

3. Tolerance

4. Grit 2. PerseverancePATIENCE

 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 (d) If the diary were a ‘real friend’, what qualities would Anne expect it to have? Pick 

the option that lists these correctly.
 1. optimistic 2. good listener 3. confidant 4. energetic
 5. non-judgemental 6. outgoing 7. ambitious
 (i) 1 & 4 (ii) 5, 6 & 7 (iii) 2, 3 & 5 (iv) 3 & 7
 (e) Pick out the sentence that brings out the meaning of ‘brooding’ as used in the 

extract?
 (i) The mysterious house on the hill is still brooding above the village.
 (ii) The people at the stock market always keep brooding about the gains.
 (iii) He was brooding over the matter and took a long time to decide.
 (iv) Suspense and drama were brooding at the site of the investigation.
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iii)  (c) (i)  (d) (iii)  (e) (iii) 
 2. Let me put it more clearly, since no one will believe that a thirteen-year-old girl is 

completely alone in the world. And I’m not. I have loving parents and a sixteen-year-
old sister, and there are about thirty people I can call friends. I have a family, loving 
aunts and a good home. No, on the surface I seem to have everything, except my one 
true friend. All I think about when I’m with friends is having a good time. I can’t bring 
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myself to talk about anything but ordinary everyday things. We don’t seem to be able 
to get any closer, and that’s the problem. Maybe it’s my fault that we don’t confide in 
each other. In any case, that’s just how things are, and unfortunately they’re not liable 
to change. This is why I’ve started the diary. 

Questions:
 (a) Based on the given extract, what is Anne Frank NOT likely to think at this moment?

(1) I wish I had a good 
friend with whom I can 
share all my secrets!

(3) I wish I had such 
friends I could confide  
in them! 

(4) I wish my friends 
were trustworthy and 
had patience to listen 
to me!

(2) I wish I had my 
loving parents!

 (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3)  (iv) Option (4)
 (b) She writes a diary because she:
 (i) has a hobby to write something or other.
 (ii) does not have any friends with whom she can share her feelings.
 (iii) does not want to share her feelings with others.
 (iv) feels she is absolutely alone in the world.
 (c) What was her final search?
 (i) A true teacher   (ii) A true trainer
 (iii) A true guide   (iv) A true friend
 (d) What demerit did she suffer from?
 (i) Lack of trust   (ii) Lack of cooperation
 (iii) Lack of knowledge   (iv) None of these
 (e) Give the noun form of ‘unfortunately’.
 (i) Unfortunate   (ii) Unfortune
 (iii) Fortune   (iv) None of these
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (ii)  (c) (iv)  (d) (i)  (e) (ii)  

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1 Anne started her education at the:
 (i) Montessori nursery school. (ii)  middle school.
 (iii) primary school.   (iv) secondary school.
 2. Who was Mrs Kuperus?
 (i) Anne’s friend   (ii) Anne’s class teacher
 (iii) Anne’s headmistress  (iv) None of these
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 3. Mr Keesing was annoyed with Anne because:
 (i) he didn’t like her.   (ii) she was very naughty.
 (iii) she was very arrogant. (iv) she talked so much.
 4. What kind of teacher was Mr Keesing?
 (i) Strict (ii) Liberal (iii) Friendly (iv) Careless
 5. Anne argued that talking is:
 (i) a student’s right.   (ii) a student’s habit.
 (iii) a student’s trait.   (iv) a student’s food.
 6. Why was Anne’s habit of talking an inherited trait?
 (i) She had learnt it from her mother. (ii) She had read it in some book.
 (iii) She had learnt it in the class. (iv) All of these
 7. Why are teachers the most unpredictable creatures?
 (i) Their decisions are well-known. (ii) Their decisions are certain .
 (iii) Their decisions are uncertain. (iv) Everybody can guess what they think.
 8. What does Anne mean by ‘dummies’?
 (i) Mediocre students   (ii) Average students
 (iii) Intelligent students  (iv) Star students
 9. What does ‘had a good laugh’ imply, in the context of Mr Keesing?
 (i) Mr Keesing celebrated his ability to make Anne write the essay.
 (ii) Mr Keesing ridiculed Anne in front of the whole class.
 (iii) Mr Keesing pulled up Anne for her arguments in the essay.
 (iv) Mr Keesing realised the humour in it and was amused.
 10. How did Anne feel when she was punished the third time by Mr Keesing?
 (i) She was happy as she had to write three essays on the same topic.
 (ii) She enjoyed making fun of Mr Keesing in her own way.
 (iii) She was worried as she had run out of original ideas for her essay.
 (iv) She was thrilled at another opportunity to showcase her writing abilities.
 11. What was topic of the essay written by Anne?
 (i) My Diary (ii) A Chatterbox (iii) A letterbox (iv) None of these
 12. How does Anne want to begin her diary?
 (i) By writing her name. (ii) By giving an introduction.
 (iii) By writing about her hobby. (iv) None of these
 13. Why was Anne unable to get closer to her already existing friends?
 (i) She didn’t like her friends.
 (ii) Her friends were not understanding.
 (iii) She couldn’t bring herself to talk about personal stuff.
 (iv) All of these

 ANSWERS  
 1. (i)  2. (iii)  3. (iv)  4. (i)  5. (iii)
 6. (i)  7. (iii)  8. (i)  9. (iv)  10. (iii)
 11. (ii) 12. (ii) 13. (iii)



D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\03_Sec-C_1A_Pro_Ch_01-06 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



91

Theme

The story ‘The Hundred Dresses’ is based on El Bsor’s real life experience. It is the story 
of a girl who received Peggy’s hand-me-down dresses. She felt very guilty for not having 
defended the character, Wanda in real life. She wrote the story in order to assuage her 
guilt, and to encourage others to stand against bullies.

Summary

 Wanda Petronski in the Class: Wanda Petronski sat in the seat next to the last seat 
in the last row in Room No. thirteen. Only ‘rough boys’ who didn’t get good marks sat 
there. It was this corner where there was most scuffing of feet and most roars of laughter 
when anything funny was said. It was also the corner where one could find most mud 
and dirt on the floor.

 Very Quiet and Lonely: Nobody knew why she chose to sit in the last row. Perhaps, 
she came from a place called Boggins Heights. It was the place where poor immigrants 
lived. Her feet were usually covered with dry mud. Nobody really thought much about 
Wanda when she was in the class. Today she was not in her seat, but no one noticed 
her absence.

 Wanda Petronski—an Object of Fun: Her schoolmates thought of Wanda only when 
she was outside. Only outside the school, they waited for Wanda to have fun with her. 
After two days, Peggy and Maddie noticed that Wanda was not there in the class. Peggy 
was the most popular girl in school. She had pretty clothes and her hair was curly.

 Funny Name: Wanda Petronski was rather a strange name for the children in Room No. 
thirteen. They didn’t have names like that. They had names easy to say, like Thomas, 
Smith or Allen. Wanda didn’t have friends. She  came  to  school  alone  and  went home 
alone. She always wore a faded blue dress. It was clean but never ironed properly.

 Peggy Making Fun of Wanda: Peggy would always try to make fun of Wanda in a most 
courteous manner. She would ask, “How many dresses did you say you had hanging up 
in your closet?” Wanda would answer, “A hundred’’. Then Peggy would ask in a teasing 
but polite manner, “All silk, I bet?” Wanda would reply that they were all silk and of 
all colours. Then before Wanda had gone very far, all the girls would burst into shrieks 
and peals of laughter. The only dress Wanda wore was a blue one. “What a story” they 
would say meaning that she was telling a lie. They would again ask Wanda teasingly 
“How many shoes…?” Wanda would reply, sixty pairs.

 Maddie was Different: Maddie was not like Peggy. She didn’t  like this business of 
asking Wanda how many dresses, shoes and hats she had. Maddie was poor herself. 

—El Bsor Ester

The Hundred Dresses–I5
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She often wore old clothes usually given by someone else. She felt embarrassed when 
Peggy questioned Wanda in a mocking polite voice. She wished Peggy would stop teasing 
Wanda Petronski. She pictured herself in the school yard, a new target for Peggy and 
the girls. Peggy might ask her where she got the dress that she had on. Maddie would 
have to say it was one of Peggy’s old dresses that she was wearing.

 Drawing & Colouring Contest: Maddie began to wonder who was going to win the 
drawing and colouring contest. For girls, this contest consisted of designing dresses. 
Peggy was the favourite as she drew better than anyone else in the room. Everybody 
thought that Peggy would win the prize. The next day, when they entered the classroom, 
they found there were drawings all over the room. There must have been a hundred of 
them. They were all lined up. Miss Mason announced the winners. She told them that 
one girl drew one hundred designs—all different and in beautiful colours. She declared 
that Wanda Petronski was the winner of the girls’ medal. Wanda had been absent from 
school for some days and was not there to receive the prize. Miss Mason  asked  the  
children to file around the room quietly and look at Wanda’s beautiful drawings. Peggy 
and Maddie noticed that particularly two dresses—a blue one and a green which Wanda 
used to talk about were displayed there.

Justification of the Title

The title ‘The Hundred Dresses-I’ is an apt one as it refers to the hundred dresses that 
Wanda Petronski had made quietly. She had created sketches of exquisite dresses due to 
which she won the contest. The title highlights the great talent and beautiful nature of the 
Polish girl, Wanda. It also reminds her of the constant bullying she suffered at the hands of 
her classmates like Peggy who presumed themselves to be superior to her just because she 
was poor. Yet, her nature was such that she never bore any ill will towards her heartless 
classmates. Thus, in a way, the hundred dresses were not just that but also point the many 
ways in which Wanda proved to be superior to her tormentors.

Character Sketch

Wanda Petronski: Wanda Petronski is a Polish girl who has shifted to America from 
Poland with her parents. Wanda is a name difficult to pronounce. She belongs to a very 
poor family and lives in the poor area of town with her brother and father upon Boggins 
Heights. She is very shy and quiet. She does not talk to anyone and hardly speaks anything 
in class or laughs. She has no friends and sits in the last row of the class with some naughty 
boys so that nobody notices her. She wears the same faded blue dress every day which is 
not ironed but clean.
Peggy: Peggy was not really a cruel girl. In fact, she protected small children from bullies. 
She was a sensitive girl. She cried for hours if she saw an animal mistreated. She asked 
Wanda questions about her dresses and shoes. But her intentions were not bad. She simply 
wanted to have some fun. She was the most popular girl in the class. She was a pretty girl.
Maddie: Maddie was a very kind-hearted girl. She did not like teasing others, even though 
she has joined other girls to tease Wanda. She was not a very confident girl, as she wanted 
to stop Peggy from her doings. She feared Peggy as she will be the next victim for her non-
sense.
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Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1. She always wore a faded blue dress that didn’t hang right. It was clean, but it looked 

as though it had never been ironed properly. She didn’t have any friends, but a lot of 
girls talked to her. Sometimes, they surrounded her in the school yard as she stood 
watching the little girls play hopscotch on the worn hard ground. “Wanda,’’ Peggy 
would say in a most courteous manner, as though she were talking to Miss Mason. 
“Wanda,” she’d say, giving one of her friends a nudge, “tell us. How many dresses did 
you say you had hanging up in your closet?”

Questions:
 (a) The ‘most courteous manner’ here means that Peggy was:
 (i) on her best behaviour.  (ii) teasing Wanda.

 (iii) trying to impress Wanda.  (iv) respectful to Wanda.
 (b) Peggy gave her friend a nudge because:
 (i) she wanted to push her away from the scene.

 (ii) she disliked her friend being distracted then.

 (iii) she was teasing Wanda and wanted her to make others pay attention.

 (iv) she was teasing Wanda and didn’t want her friend to miss the ‘fun’.
 (c) Pick the option having the words that DO NOT loosely match the word, ‘closet’, 

from those given.
 1. wardrobe 2. loft 3. cabinet 4. cupboard

 5. porch 6. cellar

 (i) 1, 3 and 4 (ii) 3, 4 and 5 (iii) 1, 2 and 6 (iv) 2, 5 and 6
 (d) Why was Wanda’s answer to Peggy’s question always the same? Pick the LEAST 

probable reason. This was so because she knew that:
 (i) sticking to an unexpected answer would get her the attention she needed.

 (ii) confessing the truth would probably worsen the situation.

 (iii) she didn’t know how else to get out of that situation.

 (iv) she was being picked on and it was probably her defence.
 (e) Which of the following images showcases ‘hopscotch’?

 
(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)

 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iv)  (c) (iv)  (d) (i)  (e) (iii)
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Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. Peggy and Maddie made fun of Wanda because:
 (i) Wanda always felt proud of having hundred dresses.
 (ii) what Wanda claimed was in contradition to the fact.
 (iii) Wanda also looked down upon Peggy and Maddie.
 (iv) Wanda belonged to a poor family.
 2. “The next day, Tuseday, Wanda was in school, either. And nobody noticed her absence 

again”. It reflects that:
 (i) Wanda’s classmates were self-centred.
 (ii) Wanda’s classmates avoided a poor person.
 (iii) Wanda’s classmates were of unfriendly nature.
 (iv) Wanda didn’t have any intimate friend in the class.
 3. Why do you think Peggy was the most popular girl in school?
 (i) She was pretty.   (ii) She had many pretty clothes.
 (iii) Her hair was curly.   (iv) All of these.
 4. Peggy protected small children from:
 (i) bullies.  (ii) powerful boys. (iii) dangers.  (iv) all risks.
 5. If Peggy saw an animal mistreated, she:
 (i) would enjoy the fun.   (ii) would not be happy.
 (iii) would be quite sad.   (iv) would cry for hours.
 6. What kind of girl was Wanda in Peggy’s eyes?
 (i) Liar (ii) Intelligent (iii) Cunning (iv) Clever
 7. Jack Beggles won the drawing competition for drawing an outboard motor which was 

best among:
 (i) the boys of Room Twelve.  (ii) all boys’ and girls’ drawings.
 (iii) all boys’ drawings.   (iv) All of these.
 8. How did Miss Mason feel while announcing the name of the winner among girls?
 (i) Angry (ii) Envious (iii) Sad (iv) Proud
 9. Miss Mason says, “I am very happy to …”. Which phrase DOES NOT replace the 

underlined phrase correctly from those given below?
 (i) It gives me great pleasure to… (ii) I am sure you’ll be surprised to…
 (iii) I am delighted to…   (iv) It fills me with joy to…
 10. The teacher refers to Wanda’s designs as ‘exquisite’ because:
 (i) each one of the hundred designs was different.
 (ii) each one of them was very beautiful.
 (iii) each of them was a copy of the latest fashion trend.
 (iv) each one had the same colour theme as the other.

 ANSWERS  
 1. (ii)  2. (iv)  3. (iv)  4. (i)  5. (iv)
 6. (i)  7. (iii)  8. (iv)  9. (ii)  10. (ii)
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Theme

It becomes rather difficult for a poor immigrant like Wanda Petronski to adjust herself in 
an environment which is not very conducive to her. However, Wanda rises above all these 
petty considerations. She still loves her previous school and her classmates. She is generous 
enough to donate her one hundred drawings to her classmates. She has no ill feelings towards 
Peggy, who used to tease her by putting embarrassing questions regarding her dresses. She 
allows Peggy to have the drawing of the green dress and Maddie the blue one. However, 
the damage has been done. In his letter to Miss Mason, Wanda’s father clearly mentions 
how he is forced to move out of the place and get his children admitted to a new school. The 
message is very clear. Any kind of discrimination does torture those who suffer it silently.

Summary

 A Letter from Wanda’s Father: Miss Mason received a note from the principal’s office. 
She read it several times. She studied it thoughtfully. Then, she read the letter to the 
class. Wanda’s father clearly made it clear that both his children Wanda and Jake would 
not come to their previous school anymore. They would not be insulted for having their 
‘funny names’ anymore in the new big city as they faced it in their previous school.

 Deep Silence in the Class: The letter had an immediate effect. A deep silence prevailed 
in the room. Miss Mason spoke in a low voice. She wished that none of the boys and girls 
in Room Thirteen would purposely and deliberately hurt anybody for having a long and 
unfamiliar name. What was said was said in thoughtlessness. It was a very unfortunate 
and sad thing that Wanda had to face such a situation.

 Maddie Had Sick Feelings: Maddie was highly disturbed. She could not put her mind 
on her  lessons.  She  had a very sick feeling in the bottom of her stomach. She cursed 
herself for remaining silent when Peggy teased Wanda Petronski. She only stood by 
silently and said nothing. It was as bad as what Peggy had done. Worse. She was nothing 
less than a coward. She put herself in Wanda’s shoes. She decided to find Wanda. It was 
possible that she had not left Boggins Heights yet. Peggy had also the same idea. Both 
the girls planned to visit Wanda’s house at Boggins Heights.

 Peggy and Maddie Visited Wanda’s House: The two girls set out for Boggins Heights, 
the place where Wanda Petronski used to live. Peggy felt that she never called Wanda 
a ‘foreigner’ and made ‘fun’ of her name. She thought that Wanda was too dumb. She 
praised her drawing skills. At last, they reached Wanda’s house. It was a little house with 
a shabby but clean courtyard. They knocked firmly on the door but got no answer. The 
Petronskis had gone. Peggy said that if she had not asked Wanda about all her dresses, 
she would have no ideas for her drawings. She might not have won the contest either.

—El Bsor Ester

The Hundred Dresses–II6

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\03_Sec-C_1A_Pro_Ch_01-06 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



96     English languagE & litEraturE-X

 Maddie Resolves: Maddie thought about Wanda, blue dress and the little house she 
had lived in. She reached an important conclusion. She was not going to stand by and 
say nothing again. She would never forgive anyone insulting others because they were 
funny looking or had strange names. She would stand up and speak up. She would oppose 
injustice even if it meant losing Peggy’s friendship.

 Peggy and Maddie Write a Letter to Wanda: Peggy and Maddie decided to write a 
letter to Wanda. They wrote how pretty her drawings were. They asked her if she liked 
her new place and her new teacher. They wanted to feel sorry but they ended up with 
writing just a friendly letter.

 Letter from Wanda Petronski: On the last day of school before Christmas holidays, 
Miss Mason received a letter. It was from Wanda Petronski.  She  wished  that  the girls 
of Room Thirteen could keep those ‘hundred dresses’. She had a new hundred dresses 
in her new house. She would like Peggy to have the drawing of the green dress and 
Maddie to have the blue one. She wrote that she missed the school. Her new teacher 
didn’t ‘equalise’ Miss Mason.

 Wanda Liked Peggy & Maddie: Peggy told Maddie that Wanda actually liked them. 
She replied their letter. There was no ill feeling among them. Everything was all right. 
Maddie felt sad that they would never see the little Polish girl again. She went home. 
She pinned the drawing on the wallpaper. Tears blurred her eyes. She looked intently 
and found that the face and head of the drawing looked like her. Excitedly, she ran over 
to Peggy. She showed Peggy her picture. The head and face of her picture also did look 
like Peggy. Peggy replied that Wanda must have really liked them.

Justification of the Title

The title ‘The Hundred Dresses-II’ is an apt one as it refers to the hundred dresses that 
Wanda Petronski had made quietly. The story revolves around the hundred dresses that 
Wanda created and the events that unfolded after her winning the contest. Her dresses 
come to symbolize not only her great talent in drawing but also her humble and tolerant 
and noble nature which was far superior to those who teased her.

Character Sketch

Wanda Petronski: Wanda is not vindictive. Though she had been a constant target 
and a stock of laughter for Peggy and other girls, she replied their letter. She shows her 
generosity and love towards the girls of Room Thirteen. She requests Miss Mason to tell 
the girls that they can keep those hundred dresses. It is her large-heartedness. She is of 
obliging and forgiving nature. She shows her love even to Peggy who used to torment her 
by asking embarrassing and humiliating questions about her hundred dresses and shoes. 
She is not ‘dumb’ but a highly sensitive girl. Her kind and forgiving nature never allowed 
even a trace of ill-will visible in her character.
Maddie: Maddie belongs to a poor family. She is a very sensitive and emotional girl. She 
feels very sad when Wanda’s father disclosed that he has withdrawn his daughter from the 
school. She has a very sick feeling in the bottom of her stomach. She curses herself that 
she failed to stop Peggy from teasing Wanda. She realises that her silence and timidity 
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is as bad as Peggy’s act. She resolves that she will speak up when someone tries to make 
fun of anyone.
Miss Mason: Miss Mason appears to us as a very mature and understanding human being. 
She is an ideal teacher. She understands the pulse of her students. Her students love and 
respect her. Even Wanda Petronski confesses in her letter that her new teacher in the big 
city can’t equalise Miss Mason. Miss Mason is full of human kindness.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1. Dear Teacher
  My Wanda will not come to your school anymore. Jake also. Now we move away to big 

city. No more holler ‘Pollack’. No more ask why funny name. Plenty of funny names in 
the city.

Yours truly
Jan Petronski

Questions:
 (a) Jan’s tone in the writing of the letter IS NOT:
 (i) distressing.  (ii) spiteful. (iii) hurt.  (iv) painful.
 (b) What, according to the letter, was the primary reason that prompted Mr Petronski 

to take the decision to move to a big city?
 (i) His wish to achieve success in the big city.
 (ii) His urge to join his relatives who mostly lived in the big city.
 (iii) His anxiety over their poverty in the small city.
 (iv) His agony about his children being viewed as ‘outsiders’ by their schoolmates.
 (c) The dictionary says the following about migration.
  Migration involves the movement of people (birds, fish, etc.) from one place to 

another with intentions of settling, permanently or temporarily, at a new location 
(geographic region).

  Which of the following options INCORRECTLY uses ‘migration’?
 (i) After gold was found in the uninhabited region, there was a migration to that 

area.
 (ii) Bears sleep through winters. This migration helps bears to use their stored 

energy much more slowly.
 (iii) There was a mass migration of youngsters to the tagged locale, to assist the 

cause for charity.
 (iv) Scientists have studied the migration of fish over long distances in the river.
 (d) The word ‘Pollack’ reveals a discrimination on the basis of:
 (i) race. (ii) gender. (iii) religion. (iv) wealth.
 (e) The line—Plenty of funny names in the city—suggests that the city:
 (i) is a melting pot of people from different parts of the world.
 (ii) has foreign people willing to give opportunities to the poor.
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 (iii) is a safe haven for immigrants if they have funny names.

 (iv) has a special status for all who are willing to be funny.
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iv)  (c) (ii)  (d) (i)  (e) (i) 
 2. The first period was a study period. Maddie tried to prepare her lessons, but she could 

not put her mind on her work. She had a very sick feeling in the bottom of her stomach. 
True, she had not enjoyed listening to Peggy ask Wanda how many dresses she had in 
her closet, but she had said nothing. She had stood by silently, and that was just as bad 
as what Peggy had done. Worse. She was a coward. At least Peggy hadn’t considered 
they were being mean but she, Maddie, had thought they were doing wrong. She could 
put herself in Wanda’s shoes. 

Questions:
 (a) At this moment, what was Maddie realising?
 (i) Maddie was realising that she should not have spoken anything wrong to 

Wanda.

  (ii) Maddie was cursing herself for not standing against wrong done by her friend, 
Peggy.

 (iii) Maddie was cursing herself for asking Wanda how many dresses she had.

 (iv) Maddie was cursing herself for not helping Wanda when she was with her.
 (b) What was Peggy’s motive behind asking Wanda how many dresses she had?
 (i) She wanted to hurt Wanda’s feelings.
 (ii) She wanted to snub Wanda.
 (iii) She wanted to have only some fun and didn’t want to hurt her feelings.
 (iv) She wanted to demoralise Wanda.
 (c) Pick the option that correctly classifies facts/ (F) and opinion (O) of the students 

below.

I think Maddie 
must have 
prevented  Peggy 
from hurting 
Wanda time and 
again.

In fact, even 
Maddie didn’t 
realise it that 
Peggy’s fun hurt 
Wanda’s feelings.

In my opinion, 
Peggy too did 
not want to hurt 
Wanda’s feelings 
deliberately.

But Peggy was at 
fault. She should 
not have made 
fun of someone’s 
compulsion, i.e. 
poverty.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

 (i) F — 2 and O — 1, 3, 4  (ii) F — 3, 4 and O — 1, 2
 (iii) F — 3 and O — 1, 2, 4  (iv) F — 2, 3 and O — 1, 4
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 (d) The extract uses the phrase ‘sick feeling’. Which of the expressions is incorrect 
with respect to the word ‘sick’ as used in the extract?

1. Bad

3. Ailing

2. Awful4. Guilty SICK

 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 (e) What does the author mean to say “she could not put herself in Wanda’s shoes”?
 (i) Maddie should have put herself in Wanda’s place to realise Wanda’s feelings.
 (ii) Maddie should have bowed down to Wanda’s feet to realise her mistake.
 (iii) Maddie could scold Peggy for her ill behaviour with Wanda.
 (iv) Maddie could say to Wanda that they were just having fun with Wanda.
 Answers:
 (a) (ii) (b) (iii) (c) (iv) (d) (iii) (e) (i) 

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. What did Maddie realise at the end? Maddie realised that:
 (i) Wanda was smart.   (ii) Wanda’s drawings were beautiful.
 (iii) Wanda might not have left the town. (iv) All of these.
 2. Maddie wanted to tell Wanda that they were:
 (i) sorry for their behaviour. (ii) ready to forgive her.
 (iii) ready to make friendship with her. (iv) ready to help her.
 3. What made Maddie change her thought about Wanda?
 (i) Wanda’s reality   (ii) Peggy’s help
 (iii) Her own behaviour   (iv) Miss Mason’s strictness
 4. Why did Maddie and Peggy want Wanda to stay in the town?
 (i) They liked Wanda’s friendship. 
 (ii) They were impressed by Wanda’s designs.
 (iii) They were impressed by Wanda’s character.
 (iv) They had already visited Wanda’s house.
 5. Peggy believed that Wanda’s answering the letter meant that:
 (i) everything was wrong. (ii)  everything was right between them.
 (iii) something was wrong between them. (iv) something had changed between them.
 6. What were Maddie and Peggy sure of?
 (i) Wanda had left town. (ii)  Wanda must have liked their taunts.
 (iii) Wanda would always remember them. (iv) Wanda must have actually liked them.
 7. After thinking so much and so deeply, Maddie came to a conclusion that:
 (i) she would not interfere in Peggy’s acts.
 (ii) she would always stand against wrongs.
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 (iii) she would not live with Peggy any longer.
 (iv) she would apologise to Wanda.
 8. “Well, at least,” said Peggy gruffly, “I never did call her a foreigner or make fun of her 

name”. What characteristic is displayed by Peggy when she says so?
 (i) Affection (ii) Confidence (iii) Impulsion (iv) Comfort
 9. “So Peggy had had the same idea!” What idea did both of them have?
 (i) Calling Wanda back to their school. (ii) Apologizing to Wanda.
  (iii) Requesting Wanda not to leave the town.
 (iv) Making some more fun of Wanda.
 10. “I never thought she had the sense to know we were making fun of her anyway.” Peggy 

was:
 (i) in dilemma.   (ii) in confusion.
 (iii) over-confident.     (iv) in delusion.
 11. What were Maddie’s thoughts as they go to Boggins Heights?
 (i) Tell Wanda nobody would make fun of her name.
 (ii) Tell that Wanda’s nature was very rude.
 (iii) Tell that Wanda was ugly
 (iv) None of the above
 12. What did Mr Petronski’s letter say?
 (i) His daughter would not come to school anymore.
 (ii) To appreciate the school.
 (iii) Regarding poor performance of his child.
 (iv) None of the above
 13. What was Maddie’s reaction on receiving the drawing?
 (i) Sad (ii) Happy (iii) Excited (iv) Neutral
 14. What was the tone of Wanda’s reply?
 (i) Friendly (ii) Angry (iii) Ungrateful (iv) Hatred
 15. What did Maddie and Peggy write in the letter?
 (i) An apology
 (ii) About Wanda’s drawings and that she won.
 (iii) They asked Wanda about the new city.
 (iv) Both (ii) and (iii)

 ANSWERS  
 1. (iv)  2. (i)  3. (i)  4. (iii)  5. (ii)
 6. (iv)  7. (ii)  8. (iv)  9. (ii)  10. (iv)
 11. (i)  12. (i) 13. (i) 14. (i) 15. (iv)
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Theme

‘Dust of Snow’ is a small poem written by the famous American poet, Robert Frost. The poem 
is set on a wintry day. In the first stanza, the poet describes a simple natural happening. 
The snow is falling heavily. The snowy flakes have covered the top of the trees. The poet 
is standing under a hemlock tree. The movement and alighting of a crow on that tree, 
make the dust of snowfall on the poet. The crow, a symbol of ill omen and the hemlock 
tree, associated with person, are not auspicious things. However, in the second stanza, the 
falling of snowy flakes and the scene leave a tremendous effect on the mental state and 
mood of the poet. So far, the day has been quite gloomy and a wastage for him. But this 
ordinary natural happening suddenly brings a desired change in  his mood. It gladdens his 
heart. He realises that the falling of snowy flakes on him, has saved the day. Now he has 
no regret as the whole of the day has not gone waste. The moments of the snowfall, and 
their effect have saved the day. They have brought a change in his mood and gladdened 
and uplifted his spirits.

Summary

 Flakes of Snow: It was a day of winter. It was snowing all around. A fine dust of snow 
had covered the tops of the trees. A hemlock tree was standing there. The top of the 
hemlock tree was all covered with the fine dust of snow. The poet was standing under 
that hemlock tree.

 Sudden Arrival of a Crow, Falling of Snow Dust on Poet: A crow from nowhere 
came and perched on the top of the tree. The sudden movement of the crow made the dust 
of snow fall down. The flakes of snow fell on the poet who was standing under that tree.

 Simple Natural Happening: The arrival of a crow and its sitting on the hemlock tree 
is just an ordinary happening. There is nothing great about the incident. On the other 
hand, the crow stands for an ill omen and  the  hemlock tree  is associated with poison. 
But these seemingly simple things of nature leave a deep impact on the mind and mood 
of the poet.

 Change in the Mood: This ordinary incident leaves a deep impact on the poet. So far 
it has been a very dull and disappointing day for the poet. The day has not gone well 
for him. But the falling of the flakes and dust of snow on him are welcome signs for 
the poet. His mood changes for the better and his spirits are uplifted. Now he realises 
that the whole day has not gone waste. Those moments while he is enjoying the fall of 

—Robert Frost

Textbook (First Flight : Poetry)

(i) Dust of Snow
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snow dust on him are his happy moments. They lift up his mood and gladden his heart. 
Now he realises that at least some part of the day has been spent happily. In the end, 
satisfaction replaces regret.

Poetic Devices

Rhyme Scheme — abab cdcd
Alliteration — Has given my heart
      And saved some part
Inversion — When the structure of a sentence is changed by the poet to create rhyme, the 
poetic license is called inversion. In stanza 1, the poetic device ‘inversion’ is used.
Assonance — the prominence of a vowel sound throughout a line is called assonance.
In stanza 1, line 2, ‘‘Shook down on me’’, ‘O’ sound is prominent.
Enjambment — In enjambment, the same sentence continues to the next line without the 
use of any punctuation marks. It  has been used throughout the poem.

PARAPHRASING

Stanzas Meaning
 1. The way a crow
  Shook down on me
  The dust of snow
  From a hemlock tree

All of a sudden a crow comes from nowhere. The crow sits 
on a poisonous hemlock tree. A lot of snow dust has already 
gathered at the top of the tree. The movement of the crow 
brings some dust of snow down. The fine dust of snow falls 
on the poet. He is standing under that hemlock tree.

 2. Has given my heart
  A change of mood
  And saved some part
  Of a day I had rued.

This falling of fine dust of snow on him gladdens his heart. 
A change comes into his mood. His mood brightens all of 
a sudden. He had given all hopes of saving that dull and 
cheerless day. But now, cheerfulness replaces the sense 
of regret. The poet realises that the whole day has not 
gone waste. At least, a part of the day has been saved and 
redeemed. The act of the falling of the fine dust of snow on 
him  has cheered his heart and mood.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow:
 1. Has given my heart
  A change of mood
  And saved some part
  Of a day I had rued.
 Questions:
 (a) The falling of dust of snow on the poet:
 (i) upset his mood.   (ii) lifted his mood.
 (iii) irritated him.   (iv) None of these
 (b) The rest of the day was saved by the:
 (i) hemlock tree   (ii) crow
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
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 (c) Generally, hemlock tree and crow are considered to be:
 (i) inauspicious things.   (ii) auspicious things.
 (iii) good things.   (iv) sweet things.
 (d) According to the poet, even inausipicious things can bring:
 (i) joy   (ii) happiness
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 (e) The stanza belongs to the poem:
 (i) Fire and Ice   (ii) The Ball Poem
 (iii) Fog   (iv) Dust of Snow
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iii) (c) (i)  (d) (iii)  (e) (iv) 
 2. The way a crow,
  Shook down on me
  The dust of snow
  From a hemlock tree
 Questions:
 (a) What season of the year does the poet refer to in the above lines?
 (i) Summer (ii) Winter (iii) Autumn (iv) Spring
 (b) What is the rhyme scheme of the above lines?
 (i) aabb (ii) abbc (iii) abcd (iv) abab
 (c) Who is the poet of the above lines?
 (i) John Berryman   (ii) Robert Frost
 (iii) Leslie Norris   (iv) Ogden Nash
 (d) What fell on the poet from the hemlock tree?
 (i) Leaves   (ii) Broken twigs
 (iii) Snow dust   (iv) None of these
 (e) What is the effect of the incident on the poet?
 (i) He is sad.   (ii) He feels happy.
 (iii) He is indifferent.   (iv) He is angry.
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iv) (c) (ii)  (d) (iii)  (e) (iii)

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. In the poem, ‘Dust of Snow’,  the poet is walking by a:
 (i) cottage (ii) river (iii) hill (iv) tree
 2. Hemlock tree is regarded as a/an:
 (i) lucky tree   (ii) auspicious tree
 (iii) poisonous tree   (iv) sweet tree
 3. The falling of dust of snow on the poet:
 (i) upset his mood   (ii) lifted his mood
 (iii) irritated him   (iv) None of these
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 4. Of the many symbols the hemlock tree represents, choose the one that Frost drew 
upon in all likelihood, for this poem.

 (i) Symbol of longevity   (ii) Symbol of togetherness
 (iii) Symbol of healing   (iv) Symbol of protection
 5. Choose the option showing the reason NOT corresponding with “… a crow / Shook 

down on me / The dust of snow”.
 (i) The crow’s landing on the branch of the tree.
 (ii) The shivering of the crow, due to the cold.
 (iii) The readjustment of position of the crow on the branch.
 (iv) The cawing of the crow hidden in the foliage.
 6. How did the dust of snow affect the poet?
 (i) It made him energetic. (ii) It changed his mood.
 (iii) It made him superior. (iv) None of these
 7. What was the mood of the poet in the beginning of the poem?
 (i) Sad   (ii) Happy
 (iii) Confused   (iv) None of these
 8. The crow and Hemlock tree symbolize:
 (i) sorrow (ii) happiness (iii) celebration (iv) death
 9. What does “Dust of Snow” represent?
 (i) Healing power of nature (ii) Particles of snow
 (iii) Cool weather   (iii) None of these
 10. Name the poetic device used in the line “Has given my heart”.
 (i) Alliteration (ii) Metaphor (iii) Oxymoron (iv) Simile

 ANSWERS  
 1. (iv)  2. (iii)  3. (ii)  4. (iii)  5. (iv)
 6. (ii)  7. (i)  8. (i)  9. (i)  10. (i)
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Theme

The main theme of “Fire and Ice” is that human emotions are destructive when allowed to 
run unbridled. They can destroy a person morally, mentally and physically. In this poem, 
Frost points out that humans will be the agents of their own destruction in one way or 
another. He seems to compare “desire” to “fire” and “hate” to “ice”. Both desire and hate are 
represented by physical forces that could lead to our extinction. We must interpret desire 
to be something like greed, perhaps for natural resources—oil, fresh water, natural gas, 
and so on—since nations come into conflict repeatedly over these basic resources.

Summary

 End of the World: It is certain that this world will come to an end. The poet shares the 
belief of the people that everything that exists now will end sooner or later. The poet 
deals with a very sublime subject – the end of the world.

 Two Different Beliefs: The poet talks about the two different beliefs regarding the 
end of this material world. Some say that this world will ‘end in fire’. The world will be 
reduced to a fireball in the end. There are others who think that this world will end in 
ice, freezing all kinds of life into death and destruction.

 Poet’s View: The poet sides with those who believe that this world will end in fire. The 
poet links these two very powerful elements of nature to human emotions and human 
behaviour. ‘Fire’ is a symbol of human passions.

 Fire also stands for unbridled desires. Uncontrolled passions of love and desire will be 
the cause of destruction of this world. Uncontrolled fire and untamed passionate desires 
will certainly bring an end of this world. The poet confesses that he himself has ‘tasted 
of desire’. So, he is quite aware of the potential of unbridled passions and fire of love of 
causing death and destruction.

 ‘Ice’ Represents ‘Hate’ or ‘Cold’ Reason: No doubt, ‘fire’ can bring an end of this 
world. But if  this world has to be destroyed twice, then ‘ice’ can serve that purpose. ‘Ice’ 
represents a dialectical emotion that is opposite to ‘fire’. It represents ‘hate’. This ‘hate’ is 
not the product of an outburst for revenge. On the other hand, it stands for cold and ice 
reasoning. The poet compares the nature of ice with hatred. Ice benumbs. So is cold and 
calculated reasoning. ‘Hate’ born of cold reasoning, makes a man insensitive to feelings. 
Hatred can make our minds numb. Cold thoughts and reasoning make us insensitive 
and cruel. So, the poet thinks that ‘ice’ or ‘hate’ can be a great and strong cause for the 
destruction of this world. ‘Ice’ or hatred will ‘suffice’ to bring an end of this world.

—Robert Frost

Fire and Ice(ii)
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Poetic Devices

Rhyme scheme — abaa, bcbcb
Assonance — Assonance is the repetition of same vowel sounds in the same line. The 
repetition is at different places in different words. E.G., ‘‘I hold with those who favour fire.’’ 
In this line, the long sound of ‘O’ is used.
Alliteration —The repetition of a consonant sound at the start of two or more closely placed 
words is called alliteration.
For example : The sound of ‘f’ in ‘‘Favour fire’’, and ‘w’ in ‘‘world will’’.
Imagery —Imagery is  used to make readers perceive things involving their five senses.
For example : Some say the world will end in fire, ‘‘To say that for destruction ice is also 
great’’.
Personification —Personification is to give human qualities to non-living things. In this 
poem, ‘fire’ and ‘ice’ are capable to destroy the earth.
Enjambment—It is defined as the thought or clause that does not come to an end at a line 
break, rather it moves over to the next line.
For example:
“From what I’ve tasted of desire 
I hold with those who favour fire.”
Anaphora—Anaphora is the repetition of a word or expression at the start of two or more 
consecutive lines.
For example:
‘‘Some say’’ is repeated at the start of the lines 1 and 2.

PARAPHRASING

Stanzas Meaning

 1. Some say the world will end in fire
  Some say in ice 
  From what I’ve tasted of desire
  I hold with those who favour fire.

This existing world will come to an end one day. 
People are divided on this issue. Some believe 
that this world will end in fire. Fire of passion 
and desire will lead to the end of the world. 
Some people think that this world will end in ice. 
Cold reasoning and hate will lead this world to 
destruction. However, the poet has experienced 
passions of love and desire. He supports those 
who believe that fire of passions and desires will 
lead to the destruction of this existing world. 

 2. But if it had to perish twice,
  I think I know enough of hate
  To say that for destruction ice
  Is also great.
  And would suffice.

Fire can bring the destruction of the existing 
world. But if this existing world has to be 
destroyed not once but twice, then ice is strong 
enough to do this job. The poet has seen and 
experienced enough of hatred in this world. Cold 
reasoning devoid of human feeling only produce 
hate. And this cold reasoning is like ice. Ice itself 
is sufficient enough to cause the destruction of 
this world. 
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Reference to Context

Read the extract below and answer the questions that follow:
  Some say the world will end in fire,
  Some say in ice.
  From what I’ve tasted of desire
  I hold with those who favour fire.
  But if it had to perish twice,
  I think I know enough of hate
  To say that for destruction ice
  Is also great
  And would suffice.
 Questions:
 (a) Choose the CORRECT statement about the given poem.
 (i) Fire and ice are images—they help the readers visualise the power of nature 

over man.
 (ii) Fire and ice are symbols—not of natural disasters, but of humanity’s ability 

to create disasters of its own.
 (iii) Fire and ice are elements—not of nature but man-made and possess the ability 

to create havoc for mankind. 
 (iv) Fire and ice are agents—they change the thinking of mankind from negative 

to positive and bring harmony.
 (b) Select the option that correctly classifies the connotations for fire and ice, as 

suggested in the poem.
 1. rage 2. insensitivity 3. intolerance 4. hate 
 5. greed
 (i) Fire- 3, 4; Ice- 1, 2, 5   (ii) Fire- 2, 5; Ice-1, 3, 4
 (iii) Fire-1, 3, 5; Ice- 2, 4   (iv) Fire- 1, 2, 4; Ice- 3, 5
 (c) The poem is a .................., put across by the poet.
 (i) powerful warning   (ii) heart-felt apology
 (iii) earnest appeal   (iv) vengeful threat
 (d) The poet uses the phrasal verb-hold with.
  Choose the option that DOES NOT indicate a valid phrasal verb.

HOLD

(1) off (2) back

(4) into (3) on
 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 (e) Pick the option that is NOT TRUE about the poet according to the extract.
  The poet:
 (i) is inclined to believe that the world would most likely end with fire.
 (ii) has heard divided opinions about the way the world would end in all likelihood.
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 (iii) preaches love and kindness to combat the spread of hate among all.
 (iv) declares the power of ice to be as destructive as that of fire.
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iii) (c) (i)  (d) (iv)  (e) (ii)

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. According to the poet, what would be as competent as fire in ending the world?
 (i) Hatred (ii) Cold (iii) Heat (iv) Ice
 2. The poet brings about a contrast between ‘ice’ and:
 (i) love (ii) heat (iii) cold (iv) hatred
 3. The human capability of what has the potential for inner destruction? (Fire and Ice)
 (i) Insensitivity   (ii) Hatred
 (iii) Both (i) & (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 4. What is the rhyme scheme in the poem ‘Fire and Ice’?
 (i) ababc (ii) abcab (iii) ababa (iv) abbbc
 5. The ‘hatred’ has the same adverse impact on us as:
 (i) love (ii) jealous (iii) desire (iv) None of these
 6. Why do some people say that the world will end in ice?
 (i) Because love among people is increasing fast.
 (ii) Because hatred among people is increasing fast.
 (iii) Because lust among people is increasing fast.
 (iv) None of the above
 7. What is ‘Ice’ a symbol of?
 (i) Lust (ii) Love (iii) Desire (iv) Hatred
 8. Name the poetic device used in the line, “Some say the world will end in fire”.
 (i) Metaphor (ii) Imagery (iii) Alliteration (iv) Oxymoron
 9. What does the poet compare fire with?
 (i) Hatred (ii) Desire (iii) Hot (iv) Both (i) and (iii)
 10. Name the poetic device used in the line, “To say that for destruction ice is also great”.
 (i) Metaphor (ii) Imagery (iii) Alliteration (iv) Oxymoron

 ANSWERS 
 1. (iv)  2. (iv)  3. (iii)  4. (iii)  5. (iii)
 6. (ii)  7. (iv)  8. (ii)  9. (ii)  10. (ii)
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Theme

Through the poem, Norris wishes to convey his concern for the wild animals which are 
forced into a life of captivity by man. Man’s whims and fancies are endless. So he seeks to
cage wild animals and display them in a zoo for visitors. But man fails to see that in the 
process the animals are being deprived of their natural environs. This is morally wrong as 
man has no right to harm and destroy other lives.

Summary

 Walks in Quiet Rage: The dweller of the forest is forcefully put in a cage. The tiger is 
caged in a zoo. There, in his artificial habitat, he walks in quiet rage. The stripes on his 
body are very distinct and can be easily seen. The stripes are darker in colour than the 
rest of his coat. The tiger moves very softly and quietly with his ‘pads of velvet’.  But  the  
range of  his  movement is limited. He goes on moving around within the confines of his 
cage. The tiger doesn’t relish the stares of the onlookers in the zoo. His rage or anger is 
suppressed.

 He Should Have Been in his Natural Habitat: The poet moans that the zoo is not 
the rightful place of the tiger. He is a denizen of jungle. His real place is in the wild. 
Had he been in the wild, he would have been lurking around in shadow. He must have 
been sliding quietly through the long grass to ambush his kill. He should be using the 
long grass and shadows as necessary covers to keep his movement undetected. He would 
know where he could get his favourite hunt — the plump deer. He should approach the 
waterhole quietly where animals and deer come to drink water.

 Terrorising the Village: Had the tiger been in the forest, sometimes he would stray 
into human settlement. He would stray around the outskirts of the village. These human 
settlements are at the jungle’s edge. On seeing the villagers he would open his long 
sharp teeth and claws to terrorise the residents. But it would be just a show of power 
and strength to the villagers. He would have no intention of killing the villagers and 
entering their houses. The poet tries to say that generally the tiger never attacks till he 
is highly provoked. Killing is not his hobby but only the necessity of his food.

 Alas, the tiger is not in his natural habitat—the wilds: Unfortunately, he is locked 
in a concrete cell of a zoo. His powerful and strong body is of no use to him as he is put 
behind the bars. His movements have been limited. He is continuously moving about 
the length and breadth of his cage. He doesn’t relish the curious stares of the visitors. 
He simply ignores their presence.

—Leslie Norris

(iii) A Tiger in the Zoo
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 Remains Awake till Late at Night: The poet describes how the day ends for the tiger. 
He doesn’t go to sleep till the late hours of the night. He hears the sound of the cars 
of the zoo official patrolling at night. The stars shine brightly in the sky and so do his 
brilliant eyes at night. He is constantly looking at the brilliant stars. Alas, he watches 
the brilliant stars only behind the bars of his cage.

Poetic Devices

Rhyme scheme — abcb
Personification — The tiger is  personified because the poet refers to him as ‘he’.
Metaphor — Tiger’s paws are compared with velvet (pads of velvet).
Enjambment — Sentence is continuing to next line without any punctuation mark.
Imagery —  The poet tries to create an image about the tiger. (He stalks in his vivid 

stripes. The few steps of his cage)
Consonance — Use of ‘s’ sound (stalks, his, stripes)
Oxymoron — Use of adjectives opposite in meaning (quiet rage)
Assonance — Use of vowel sound ‘I’ (in his vivid stripes)

PARAPHRASING

Stanzas Meaning
 1. He stalks in his vivid stripes
  The few steps of his cage,
  On pads of velvet quiet,
  In his quiet rage.

The tiger is bound in his cage. Stripes on his 
skin are clearly visible. His heels look like 
pads of velvet. On his pads of velvet he walks 
quietly within his cage. He doesn’t seem to 
be happy to be in his unnatural abode. So, 
without showing his anger, he walks around 
quietly in his cage. 

 2. He should be lurking in shadow,
  Sliding through long grass
  Near the waterhole
  Where plump deer pass.

The tiger knows how to ambush his hunt. 
He doesn’t attack by challenging his prey 
directly. He lies in the shade of trees, unseen 
to his victims. He slides silently through the 
long grass before charging upon his hunt. He 
reaches silently to the waterhole where plump 
and well-grown up deer come to drink water. 

 3. He should be snarling around houses
  At the jungle’s edge,
  Baring his white fangs, his claws,
  Terrorising the village!

 Had he not been bound in his cage, the tiger would 
have been roaming around freely. He should have 
been growling around the houses of the human 
settlement at the outskirts of the jungle. There, 
he would open out his sharp long white teeth and 
paws just to terrorise the villagers.

 4. But he’s locked in a concrete cell,
  His strength behind bars,
  Stalking the length of his cage,
  Ignoring visitors.

Unfortunately, the tiger is not left free in the 
jungle but is locked in a cage made of cement and 
concrete in a zoo. His unbound strength is caged 
in behind the bars. There locked in the cage, he 
walks around arrogantly ignoring the visitors.
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 5. He hears the last voice at night,
  The patrolling cars,
  And stares with his brilliant eyes
  At the brilliant stars.

 At night, the caged tiger hears the last voices 
of the patrolling cars. Being locked in the cage, 
he looks towards the sky. He goes on staring 
the brilliant stars that are shining freely in 
the sky like his brilliant eyes.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow:
 1. But he’s locked in a concrete cell,
  His strength behind bars,
  Stalking the length of his cage,
  Ignoring visitors.
  He hears the last voice at night,
  The patrolling cars,
  And stares with his brilliant eyes
  At the brilliant stars
 Questions:
 (a) The fact that the tiger is ‘stalking the length of his cage’ tells us that he is:
 (i) restless. (ii) reckless. (iii) resilient. (iv) reverent.
 (b) What is the rhyme scheme of the given stanzas?
 (i) abcb; abcb. (ii) abcb; abcd. (iii) abcd; abcd. (iv) abcd; abcb.
 (c) These stanzas bring out the contrast between:
 (i) zoos and cities.   (ii) strength and weakness.
 (iii) freedom and captivity.  (iv) visitors and patrolling cars.
 (d) What is the caged tiger NOT likely to say to the visitors?
 (i) “Stop staring”. (ii) “Set me free”. (iii) “Join me”. (iv) “Go away”.
 (e) The tiger’s ‘brilliant eyes’ reveal that he:
 (i) hopes to be free and in the wild, someday.
 (ii) is looked after well and is nourished and healthy.
 (iii) enjoys staring at the bright stars each night.
 (iv) is well-rested and hence, wide-awake. (CBSE Sample Paper 2020-21)
 Answers:
 (a) (i)  (b) (iv) (c) (iii)  (d) (iii)  (e) (i)

 2. He should be lurking in shadow,
  Sliding through long grass
  Near the waterhole
  Where plump deer pass. 
 Questions:
 (a) According to the extract, the poet wishes for the tiger to be ‘sliding’ through the 

foliage as this would:
 (i) assist in keeping the prey unsuspecting of the predator’s sound.
 (ii) aid in camouflaging the presence of the predator before it rushes in.
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 (iii) help the predator pounce on the prey comfortably without getting tired.
 (iv) Support the predator’s vision as it eyes its prey.
 (b) Which fact DOES NOT connect with the significance of the waterhole for the tiger?
 (i) Many tigers chase prey into the water and holds the victim’s head under water 

until it drowns.
 (ii) Prey feed in the water on water-lilies, and often wander into the middle of the 

waterhole, where they are vulnerable and easy for the tiger to kill.
 (iii) Prey that has quenched its thirst ensures consumption of hydrated meat for 

the tiger.
 (iv) Chasing the panicked prey from shallow to deep water where the tiger grabs 

it.
 (c) Pick the option that DOES NOT use ‘lurking’ correctly to fill in the blank.
 (i) The thug was ............. in the alley late evening, for unsuspecting passers-by.
 (ii) The hyena was ............. in its den after a good meal.
 (iii) The detective cautioned her team about the ............. dangers likely to impact 

the case.
 (iv) The prejudices ............. beneath the surface create misunderstandings.
 (d) ‘shadow’ here, refers to the shadow of:
 (i) the tiger. (ii) long grass. (iii) waterhole. (iv) deer.
 (e) Pick the phrase that DOES NOT suggest that the forest in the extract is lush.
 (i) long grass   (ii) the waterhole
 (iii) plump deer   (iv) lurking in shadow
 Answers:
 (a) (i)  (b) (iii) (c) (ii)  (d) (ii)  (e) (iv)
 3. He should be snarling around houses
  At the jungle’s edge,
  Baring his white fangs, his claws,
  Terrorising the village!
 Questions:
 (a) If the tiger would have been free, he would have snarled around the:
 (i) cage (ii) forest (iii) houses (iv) None of these
 (b) The tiger would terrorise people with his:
 (i) sharp teeth   (ii) claws
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 (c) If he were free, he would:
 (i) create fear among the people. 
 (ii) create fear among other animals in the forest.
 (iii) amuse the villagers.   (iv) All of these.
 (d) What is the rhyme scheme of this stanza?
 (i) ab ab (ii) ab cb (iii) ab bc (iv) aa bb
 (e) The tiger never tries to terrorise the villagers because he is:
 (i) confined in the zoo.   (ii) confined in the cage.
 (iii) confined in the forest.   (iv) too weak to terrorise anyone.
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 Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (iii)  (c) (i)  (d) (ii)  (e) (ii) 

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. The tiger in the poem ‘A Tiger in the Zoo’ is able to take only a few steps because:
 (i) the forest is too small. (ii) the cage is too small.
 (iii) the park is too small. (iv) the zoo is too small.
 2. According the poem, one cannot hear the sound of the tiger’s footsteps because:
 (i) he has very soft feet like velvet. (ii) he was unable to move anywhere.
 (iii) he was moving in the cage. (iv) no one goes near him.
 3. In the poem, the tiger is angry because:
 (i) he is not given care.  (ii) he is hungry.
 (iii) he is not free.   (iv) None of these.
 4. According to Leslie Norris, the tiger tries to control his anger by:
 (i) sitting in the cage.   (ii) closing his eyes.
 (iii) looking at the spectators. (iv) quietly walking in the cage.
 5. The tiger in Leslie’s poem is just able to:
 (i) terrorise the visitors. (ii) attack the visitors.
 (iii) stalk the visitors.   (iv) love the visitors.
 6. How do the eyes of the tiger look?
 (i) Sad (ii) Brilliant (iii) Dark (iv) Light
 7. How does the caged tiger react to the visitors?
 (i) He ignores them.   (ii) With a happy face
 (iii) With a sad face   (iv) Proudly
 8. By “ignoring visitors”, what is the poet trying to say?
 (i) That the tiger knows his power is restricted.
 (ii) That there is no use of showing rage.
 (iii) That he is less terrorising because of the cage.
 (iv) All of the above
 9. Name the poetic device used in the line, “Baring his white fangs, his claws”.
 (i) Metaphor (ii) Assonance (iii) Oxymoron (iv) Consonance
 10. Name the poetic device used in the line, “He stalks in his vivid stripes”.
 (i) Metaphor (ii) Assonance (iii) Oxymoron (iv) Consonance

 ANSWERS 

 1. (ii)  2. (i)  3. (iii)  4. (iv) 5. (iii)
 6. (ii)  7. (i)  8. (iv)  9. (iv) 10. (iv)
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Theme

‘The Ball Poem’ looks like a simple story of a young boy losing his ball. The boy is severely 
upset over the loss. Normally, it may seem like a great overreaction. Children lose things 
as their toys and balls quite often. Usually, no fuss should be made about such a small 
thing. But the ball seems to be symbolising the poet’s childhood. The boy becoming an 
adult, loses his childhood. He was clinging onto his childhood for so long. The poet accepts 
the changes in his life. Although he is still suffering yet he is learning to move on from his 
fleeting childhood. The true theme of the poem is that we should cherish every moment of 
life. Life is really very short. The poet realises that it is very difficult to deal with the loss 
but it must be done. We should move on as there is no use in wasting precious time and life.

Summary

 The Boy Loses His Ball: The poem is about a young boy who loses his ball. Usually, 
losing a ball should not be a big issue. Young boys usually lose their toys and balls quite 
often. The ball is seen ‘merrily’ bouncing down the street. And ultimately the ball falls 
down into the water and gets lost forever. The boy stood there sadly watching the ball go. 
But he was helpless. He could do nothing to get the ball back. The ball here symbolises 
the innocent childhood of the boy which has slipped away and he wants it back.

 Other Balls Too: It is of no use to remind him that it was not a big loss. He can get more 
balls and continue his game. But for the boy the loss of the ball is a great loss. There 
may be other balls and perhaps he can hope to get any one of them. However, the ball 
that he has lost can’t be retrieved. It has fallen into the deep water of the harbour. The 
boy is inconsolable. He loses hope in himself and becomes depressed and hopeless. He 
stands still, trembling and looking at the point where his ball has gone down into the 
harbour. Here, the lost ball stands for the lost childhood and the harbour stands for the 
vastness of the life. It will not serve any purpose to remind him that the ball costs just 
a dime and is worth nothing.

 Recovering from the Loss: But there comes a change in his mood and thinking. He 
realises that in this world the loss is the part of the game. He must take such losses in 
life in his stride. Achievements will follow losses in life. And a thing that is lost once 
can’t be retrieved or brought back. Money can’t buy the lost childhood, the lost dreams 
and the lost feelings back. Money is external to such losses.

—John Berryman

(iv) The Ball Poem

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\03_Sec-C_1B_Poem_Ch_01-04 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



thE ball PoEm 115

 Standing Up: The poet gives a message of hope and encouragement. Ultimately, he 
comes out of his depression and hopelessness. He has to learn how he should stand up 
to bear the loss. The theme of the poem is that life is precious and should not be wasted. 
Life has to be lived. And life can be lived purposefully and fruitfully only when we stand 
up and come out of depression.

Poetic Devices

Rhyme scheme — No rhyme scheme is followed
Anaphora —  Use of two words in two or more lines (what is the boy ............... what, 

what and merrily bouncing ........... merrily over)
Repetition — ‘What’ is repeated
Imagery — When poet says merrily bouncing down the street
Alliteration — Use of sound ‘b’ at the start of two consecutive words (buys a ball back)
Assonance — Use of vowel sound ‘e’ (He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes.)

PARAPHRASING

Stanzas Meaning
 1. What is the boy now, who has lost 

his ball
  What, what is he to do? I saw it go
  Merrily bouncing, down the street, 

and then
  Merrily over — there it is in the 

water!

 The poet sees a boy playing with a ball. Then, the 
boy loses his ball. The poet asks what should the 
boy be feeling now? He asks what will the boy do 
now? He saw the ball bouncing merrily and going 
down the street. And now in the same way, it has 
fallen into the water and lost forever. 

 2. No use to say ‘O there are other 
balls’;

  An ultimate shaking grief fixes the 
boy’

  As he stands rigid, trembling, 
staring down

  All his young days into the harbour 
where

  His ball went.

 There is no use of consoling the boy. He can’t be 
consoled if he is offered other balls in place of the 
lost ball. Finally, a deep grief overpowers the boy. 
He stands shaking there without leaving the place. 
Standing there, he stares down the place where the 
ball has disappeared in the water of the harbour. 
The loss of the ball in the harbour reminds him of 
his childhood and childhood days which have been 
lost in the harbour of life.

 3. I would not intrude on him;
  A dime, another ball, is worthless. 

Now
  He senses first responsibility
  In a world of possessions.

 The poet doesn’t want to intervene or console the 
boy. He will not tell the boy that the ball he has 
lost costs almost nothing. He will not console him 
by saying that he can buy another ball quite easily. 
Now good sense prevails over the boy. He knows 
that in this world people are always running after 
acquiring and owning things. He realises what is 
his first responsibility in such a world.
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 4. People will take
  Balls, balls will be lost always, 

little boy.
  And no one buys a ball back. 

Money is external.

Buying and losing continues throughout our life. 
People will always buy such balls and the balls they 
buy will continue to be lost. Once a ball has been 
lost, it is lost ball again. Money is totally external 
to our inner feelings. Money can’t compensate our 
emotional losses. Similarly, the childhood that we 
have lost forever, can’t be bought back with money.

 5. He is learning, well behind his 
desperate eyes,

  This epistemology of loss, how to 
stand up

  Knowing what every man must one 
day know

  And most know many days, how to 
stand up.

 The boy with his hopeless eyes is beginning to learn 
the nature of loss. He is learning what it means to 
lose something. He has to learn how to come over 
the loss and stand up again in life. He has to learn 
this basic principle of life which every man of the 
world has to learn. He must learn how to bear the 
pangs of the loss of his childhood. He has to move 
ahead in life forgetting the loss of his childhood.

Reference to Context  

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow:
 1. I saw it go
  Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
  Merrily over — there it is in the water!
  No use to say ‘O there are other balls’:
  An ultimate shaking grief fixes the boy
  As he stands rigid, trembling, staring down
  All his young days into the harbour where
  His ball went
 Questions:
 (a) The poet uses the ball as a symbol of the boy’s:
 (i) sense of adventure   (ii) carefree childhood days
 (iii) ability to bounce back   (iv) extended family
 (b) The poet feels that there is no point consoling the boy as:
 (i) it would give him false hope (ii) he might demand for a new ball
 (iii) it might distress him further (iv) whatever he has lost is irretrievable
 (c) The word ‘harbour’ DOES NOT have a meaning similar to:
 (i) port (ii) pier (iii) dock (iv) cargo
 (d) ‘Merrily over — there it is in the water!’ The dash here is meant to convey:
 (i) some familiar experience (ii) a feeling of excitement
 (iii) a sense of unexpected interruption (iv) some thoughtful moments
 (e) The word that DOES NOT indicate a physical manifestation of sorrow in the boy, 

is:
 (i) worthless (ii) shaking (iii) trembling (iv) rigid

(CBSE S.P. 2020-21)
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 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iv)  (c) (iv)  (d) (iii)  (e) (i)
 2. What is the boy now, who has lost his ball
  What, what is he to do? I saw it go
  Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then
  Merrily over — there it is in the water!
 Questions:
 (a) The extract suggests that the poet is:
 (i) an onlooker observing.  (ii) a parent recounting the incident.
 (iii) the boy talking about himself. (iv) imagining the incident.
 (b) The poet seems to have indicated the merry bouncing of the ball to:
 (i) create a sense of rhythm in these lines.
 (ii) support the happiness of the experience of playing.
 (iii) contrast with the dejected feeling of the boy.
 (iv) indicate the cheerful mood of the boy.
 (c) Choose the situation that corresponds to the emotion behind the exclamation mark 

in the poem.

Hey!Hey! That’s 
no way to dispose 
off the garbage. 
Have you no 
community 
sense? Please put 
it in the bin.

I knew it! I knew 
he’ll fare well 
in his auditions 
for ‘Young Chef’. 
Now, we prepare 
for the semi-
finals.

I don’t know 
where I’ve placed 
my ID-card. Let 
me check the bag 
once more. Ah, 
finally!

I’ve been trying to 
call mom for the 
past 20 minutes 
and can’t get 
through. I don’t 
know how ..... 
Aarrgh! Again!

1 2 3 4
 (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 (d) The poem begins with a question. Based on your reading of the poem, the speaker:
 (i) wants the boy to answer the question.
 (ii) expects the passers-by to respond.
 (iii) is looking for answers in a self-help book.
 (iv) is thinking to himself.
 (e) Alliteration is a literary device that occurs with the same letter or sound at the 

beginning of adjacent or closely connected words.
  Pick the option that showcases an example of alliteration from the extract.
 (i) What is the boy now   (ii) who has lost his ball
 (iii) I saw it go   (iv) and then/ Merrily over
 Answers:
 (a) (i)  (b) (iii)  (c) (ii)  (d) (iv)  (e) (ii)   
 3. People will take
  Balls, balls will be lost always, little boy.
  And no one buys a ball back. Money is external.
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 Questions:
 (a) The poet personifies the ball as:
 (i) the worldly things   (ii) the relationships
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 (b) According to the poet:
 (i) money can buy everything. (ii) money cannot buy everything.
 (iii) money is the most powerful. (iv) money must not be wasted.
 (c) The boy is learning against the sense of:
 (i) relationships.   (ii) his belongings.
 (iii) playing carefully.   (iv) lost things.
 (d) The boy is trying to learn:
 (i) the reality of life.   (ii) losing things.
 (iii) the materialistic world. (iv) the miseries of life.
 (e) Everyone must learn in his/her life the harsh truth of standing up:
 (i) against the wrongs.   (ii) with his/her relatives.
 (iii) against the odd miseries of life. (iv) All of these.
 Answers:
 (a) (iii)  (b) (ii)  (c) (iv)  (d) (i)  (e) (iii) 
 4. He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,
  This epistemology of loss, how to stand up
  Knowing what every man must one day know
  And most know many days, how to stand up.
 Questions:
 (a) In case of loss, the poet says to us, we must learn to live without:
 (i) our belongingness.   (ii) worldly things.
 (iii) relationships.   (iv) All of these.
 (b) Money cannot buy:
 (i) ball.   (ii) worldly things.
 (iii) sense of belongingness. (iv) materialistic things.
 (c) This is the reality of life that:
 (i) we have to accept the miseries of life.
 (ii) we have to accept the loss and stand up again.
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 (d) This stanza has been picked up from the poem:
 (i) The Ball Poem   (ii) Amanda
 (iii) A Tiger in the Zoo   (iv) Fire and Ice
 (e) The poet of this stanza is:
 (i) Robert Frost   (ii) John Berryman
 (iii) Peter Niblett   (iv) None of them
 Answers:
 (a) (iv)  (b) (iii)  (c) (iii)  (d) (i)  (e) (ii) 
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Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. In ‘The Ball Poem’, the poet wants to know about the boy’s:
 (i) background (ii) reaction (iii) mood (iv) attitude
 2. The boy in ‘The Ball Poem’ is completely surrounded by:
 (i) joy (ii) zeal (iii) sorrow (iv) difficulties
 3. In the poem, the lost ball reminds the boy of his:
 (i) sweet memories   (ii) childhood days
 (ii) friends   (iv) relatives
 4. John Berryman is reluctant to:
 (i) give a ball to the boy. (ii) console the boy.
 (iii) bring the boy’s lost ball. (iv) All of these
 5. The poet in ‘The Ball Poem’ personifies the ball as:
 (i) the worldly things   (ii) the relationships
 (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 6. What does ‘in the world of possessions’ means?
 (i) Love   (ii) Lust
 (iii) Materialistic things  (iv) None of these
 7. Name the literary device used in “And no one buys a ball back.”
 (i) Metaphor (ii) Simile (iii) Alliteration (iv) Anaphora
 8. Why does the poet decide not to condole the boy?
 (i) He is busy.   (ii) He is indifferent.
 (iii) It will be of no use.   (iii) He is happy.
 9. According to the poet, what is the child learning?
 (i) To bear loss.   (ii) To take care of things.
 (iii) To be responsible.   (iv) To be careful.
 10. Name the literary device used in “Merrily bouncing, down the street, and then Merrily 

over — there it is in the water!”
 (i) Metaphor (ii) Simile (iii) Alliteration (iv) Anaphora

 ANSWERS 
 1. (ii)  2. (iii)  3. (i) 4. (iv)  5. (iii)
 6. (iii)  7. (iii)  8. (iii) 9. (i)  10. (iv)
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Theme

The story ‘A Triumph of Surgery’ revolves around an ill dog named Tricki and his mistress, 
Mrs Pumphrey. The dog was hugely fat. His eyes were blood-red and rheumy. Mrs Pumphrey 
gave her malt, cod-liver oil and bowl of Horlicks. Still, Tricki had no energy. The doctor 
advised her to cut down on sweet things. Tricki left eating and kept vomiting. He was to be 
hospitalised. The doctor gave Tricki nothing to eat for first two days except water. On the 
third day, there were signs of improvement. He started taking food properly. The doctor 
didn't give him any medical treatment. Tricki used to run around and play with the other 
dogs cheerfully. Soon, he recovered completely. Mrs Pumphrey continued enquiring about 
Tricki on phone. When she came to collect the dog, tears were shining in her eyes. She 
called this magical recovery ‘a triumph of surgery’.

Summary

 The Doctor Worried: The doctor, James Herriot, is really worried. Tricki has become 
very fat. He looks like a bloated sausage. His eyes are red and rheumy. Mrs Pumphrey is 
the mistress of the dog. She has given him malt and cod-liver oil and a bowl of Horlicks 
every night. But nothing works.

 James Herriot Advises Mrs Pumphrey: James Herriot realises that Tricki's only 
fault was greed for food. Dr James Herriot advises Mrs Pumphrey that she must cut 
Tricki's food right down. She must give the dog some exercise. She must keep him on a 
very strict diet. Otherwise, he will fall ill. 

 Tricki Falls Ill: Within a few days, Dr Herriot receives a call from Mrs Pumphrey. She 
tells him that Tricki doesn't eat and has bouts of vomiting. He only lies down on the rug 
panting. The doctor advises her that Tricki needs to be hospitalized for a fortnight. He 
is to be kept under observation.

 Tricki at Hospital: At the surgery, the household dogs surge around Tricki. He sees 
them lying motionless. A bed for Tricki is made in a warm loose box. For two days, no food 
is given to him but plenty of water. On the second day, he starts taking some interest in 
his surroundings. On the third day, he begins to whimper when he hears the dog in the 
yard. Tricki starts taking a walk around the bowls licking  casually inside one or two of 
them.

 Rapid Progress: Tricki’s progress is rapid. He has no medical treatment of any kind. 
He runs about the dogs joining their friendly barkings. He starts fighting for his share of 
food and hunts rats at night. Dr Herriot tells Mrs Pumphrey that Tricki is not in danger 
and recovering rapidly. Mrs Pumphrey starts bringing eggs, two dozen at a time to build 

—James Herriot

Supplementary Reader (Footprints without Feet)

A Triumph of Surgery1
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up his strength. Wine and brandy are given to improve Tricki’s constitution. The doctor 
informs that Tricki has recovered and Mrs Pumphrey can collect him.

 Grateful Mrs Pumphrey: Within two weeks, Tricki has been transformed into a flexible, 
hard-muscled animal. He is stretching out in great bounds. When Tricki sees his mistress, 
he leaps and sails into her lap. As the car moves away, Mrs Pumphrey leans out of the 
window. Her lips tremble and tears shine in her eyes. She says, “Oh, Mr Herriot, how 
can I ever thank you? This is a triumph of surgery!”

Justification of the Title

The story revolves around a dog, Tricki. Tricki’s mistress showered her care and made 
him fat and dull. He didn’t show any interest even in the food of his choice. He didn’t play 
and thus, health was declining. His mistress took him to the narrator, who was a vet by 
profession. He understood Tricki’s condition and took him under his care at his place. He 
fed Tricki well and let him play. Soon, Tricki turned out to be a fit pet. Mrs Pumphery gave 
the credit to surgery, which was not true at all because Tricki didn’t go under any surgery. 
It was just diet and play that made him active again.

Character Sketch

 1. Mrs Pumphrey: Mrs Pumphrey is a fabulous rich and resourceful lady with a large 
number of servants and maids. She is passionately attached to her little pet dog, Tricki. 
She is much worried about Tricki’s miserable condition. Tricki had become hugely fat 
and listless. She thinks Tricki to be suffering from malnutrition. So, she starts giving 
Tricki malt, cod-liver oil and a bowl of Horlicks every night. The doctor knew that 
Tricki’s only fault was his greed for food. He advises Mrs Pumphrey to cut down food 
and sweets for Tricki. For Mrs Pumphrey, it was very difficult because she pampers 
Tricki like a spoiled child.

  Mrs Pumphrey is impractical but very compassionate and caring. She and her staff 
arranges all comforts, beds, cushions and toys for Tricki. She constantly enquires about 
his health from Dr Herriot. She gratefully thanks Dr Herriot for saving Tricki’s life 
and calls it ‘‘a triumph of surgery’’.

 2. Tricki : Tricki is a small dog. The only fault of Tricki is his greed for food. Overfeeding 
of sweets, cakes and chocolates make Tricki hugely fat. He becomes rheumy and listless. 
His tongue lolls from his jaws. The doctor advises Mrs Pumphrey to keep Tricki on a very 
strict diet, and give him plenty of exercise. Tricki becomes a victim of overindulgence 
and overfeeding. Dr Herriot’s instructions are ignored. Tricki loses appetite and starts 
vomiting. Dr Herriot suggests Mrs Pumphrey that Tricki be hospitalised under his 
observation for a fortnight. Tricki’s recovery is amazingly rapid. He is not given food 
but plenty of water. After a few days, Tricki starts taking interest in his surroundings. 
He is transformed into a flexible and hard-muscled dog. Tricki shows his love for his 
mistress by jumping onto her lap when she comes to collect him.

 3. Dr James Herriot: Dr James Herriot, no doubt, is a competent veterinary surgeon. 
He is really worried about Tricki. He understands that the real fault of the dog is his 
greed for food. Dr Herriot instructs Mrs Pumphrey to keep Tricki on a very strict diet. 

  Dr James Herriot is practical and pragmatic. He doesn’t give any medical treatment 
to the dog. He feeds the dog with only water. His method works. The grateful mistress 
thanks Dr Herriot and calls his feat ‘‘A triumph of Surgery!’’ Dr James is clever enough 
to enjoy the best of both the worlds. He is tempted to keep Tricki as a permanent 
guest. It was a happy period for Dr Herriot and his friends. He used to enjoy eggs for 
breakfast and wine and brandy for lunch.
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Reference to Context

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1.  I was really worried about Tricki this time. I had pulled up my car when I saw him 

in the street with his mistress and I was shocked at his appearance. He had become 
hugely fat, like a bloated sausage with a leg at each corner. His eyes, bloodshot and 
rheumy, stared straight ahead and his tongue lolled from his jaws.

  Mrs Pumphrey hastened to explain, “He was so listless, Mr Herriot. He seemed to have 
no energy. I thought he must be suffering from malnutrition, so I have been giving 
him some little extras between meals to build him up, some malt and cod-liver oil and 
a bowl of Horlicks at night to make him sleep — nothing much really.”

 Questions:
 (a)  “I was really worried about Tricki this time.” It shows author’s ................... towards 

Tricki.
 (i) negligence (ii) love  (iii) avoidance  (iv) selfishness
 (b)  Choose the option that lists the set of statements that are NOT TRUE according 

to the given extract.
 (1) Tricki became so fat that he looked like sausage.
 (2) Dr James Herriot realised that Tricki was suffering from the illness due to his 

greed for food.
 (3) Mrs Pumphrey took Tricki to walk every morning.
 (4) Dr James Herriot had advised Mrs Pumphrey to give Tricki malt, cod-liver oil 

and a bowl of Horlicks every night.
 (i) 1, 4 (ii) 2, 3  (iii)  2, 4  (iv) 3, 4
 (c) Pick the option that correctly classifies fact/s (F) and opinion/s (O) of the students 

below.   

I think, Mrs 
Pumphrey should 
not have given 
Tricki so much 
food every day.

Oh, no! Tricki 
had become fat 
only because of 
his mistress, who 
gave him malt, 
cod-liver oil and 
Horlicks every 
day.

I am of the 
opinion that 
being Tricki’s 
mistress, Mrs. 
Pumphrey should
have noticed 
Tricki’s problem 
at the very 
outset.

In fact, Tricki 
was in the habit 
of eating too 
much food.

(1) (2) (3) (4)
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 (i) F – 2, 3 and O – 1, 4    (ii)  F – 3, 4 and O – 1, 2
 (iii) F – 2, 4 and O – 1, 3    (iv) F – 1, 4 and O – 2, 3
 (d) How did Tricki’s eyes look like?
 (i)  Bloodshot    (ii)  Rheumy
 (iii)  Both (i) and (ii)    (iv)  Neither (i) nor (ii)
 (e)  Based on the given extract, which of the following expressions is incorrect with 

respect to the word ‘listless’?

(4) Inert

(2) Unattractive

(1) Lethargic (3) InactiveLISTLESS

 (i)  Option (1)  (ii) Option (2) (ii)  Option (3)  (iv)  Option (4)
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iv)   (c) (iii) (d) (iii)  (e) (ii) 
 2.  “And did you cut down on the sweet things as I told you?”
  “Oh, I did for a bit, but he seemed to be so weak I had to relent. He does love cream 

cakes and chocolates so I can’t bear to refuse him.”
  I looked down again at the little dog. That was the trouble. Tricki’s only fault was greed. 

He had never been known to refuse food; he would tackle a meal at any hour of the 
day or night. And I wondered about all the things Mrs Pumphrey hadn’t mentioned.

  “Are you giving him plenty of exercise?”
  “Well, he has his little walks with me as you can see, but Hodgkin, the gardener, has 

been down with lumbago, so there has been no ring-throwing lately.”
  I tried to sound severe: “Now I really mean this. If you don’t cut his food right down 

and give him more exercise he is going to be really ill. You must harden your heart 
and keep him on a very strict diet.”

Questions:
 (a)  The doctor advised Mrs Pumphrey to:
 (i) reduce giving sweet things to Tricki.
 (ii)  take Tricki to exercise every morning.
 (iii) give more food to Tricki than she used to give him.
 (iv) give more time to Tricki.
 (b) What did Mrs Pumphrey realise about Tricki when she started giving some less 

food to Tricki?
 (i)  She realised that Tricki’s interest in food was getting less.
 (ii)  She realised that Tricki was getting fatter.
 (iii) She realised that Tricki’s health was getting an improvement.
 (iv)  She realised that Tricki’s health was getting weaker.
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 (c) Pick the option that correctly classifies fact/s (F) and opinion/s (O) of the students 
below.   

I think Mrs 
Pumphrey 
had too much 
kindness
towards Tricki.

But, in my 
opinion, being 
Tricki’s mistress, 
she must have 
cut Tricki’s diet 
for a long time for 
the sake of his
good health.

Oh no! She did 
not cut Tricki’s 
diet for a long 
time, because she 
noticed that in 
doing so, Tricki 
was getting
weaker.

Let’s not forget 
that for Tricki’s 
good health, 
she must have 
hardened her 
heart as advised 
by Dr Herriot.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

 (i)  F – 1, 2 and O – 3, 4    (ii) F – 3, 4 and O – 1, 2
 (iii)  F – 2, 4 and O – 1, 3    (iv)  F – 1, 3 and O – 2, 4
 (d)  The expression “I tried to sound severe” suggests that
 (i) Dr Herriot was angry with Tricki.
 (ii) Mrs Pumphrey was very strict towards Tricki.
 (iii) Mrs Pumphrey had nothing to do with Tricki’s health.
 (iv) Dr Herriot wanted Mrs Pumphrey to cut down Tricki’s food.
 (e) The extract uses the phrase, ‘tackle a meal’. Which of the following expressions is 

incorrect with respect to the word ‘tackle’?

(4) deal with

(2) neglect

(1) address (3) handleTACKLE

 (i)  Option (1)  (ii) Option (2) (iii)  Option (3)  (iv)  Option (4)

Text Based MCQs  

Choose the correct answer.
 1. Why was Tricki sent to the surgery?
 (i) Dr Herriot wanted to give him some special food.
 (ii) Dr Herriot wanted to give him some medicine.
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 (iii) Dr Herriot wanted to keep him under observation.
 (iv) He could get proper rest there.
 2. What special treatment was Tricki given at the surgery?
 (i) He was made to remain hungry by avoiding food. .
 (ii) He was given lots of water.
 (iii) He was given medicines.
 (iv) Both (i) and (ii)
 3. What effect did Dr Herriot’s treatment produce on Tricki?
 (i) He remained listless for several days.
 (ii) He never showed interest in  his surroundings.
 (iii) He became active on the third day.
 (iv) He never responded to the other dogs.
 4. Why did the doctor feel satisfied?
 (i) His ideas worked on Tricki.
 (ii) His treatment failed.
 (iii) Mrs Pumphrey was angry with him.
 (iv) Tricki drove away the other dogs.
 5.  The narrator describes Tricki as a “pathetic little animal”. The use of the word ‘pathetic’ 

indicates that the narrator:
 (i) was very fond of Tricki.
  (ii) thought Tricki was contemptible.
 (iii)  pitied Tricki’s condition. 
 (iv)   believed Tricki’s health was deteriorating
 6.  Why does the narrator describe being “tramped on and squashed” as joys?
 (i) To suggest the irony about the strange ways of dogs.
 (ii) To mention the simple pleasures of canine life.
 (iii) To compare it to Tricki’s earlier play-time at the house.
 (iv) To direct attention towards Tricki’s successful recovery.
 7. Tears shone in Mrs Pumphrey’s eyes because:
 (i) she was sad for Tricki as she still looked sickly
 (ii) she was angry with the vet.
 (iii) she was unhappy as Tricki did not greet her.
 (iv) she was happy to see Tricki recovered.
 8. What surprised Tricki’s mistress?
 (i) His ill health   (ii) His slow recovery  
 (iii) His quick recovery   (iv) Dr Herriot’s nature
 9. The doctor helped the chauffeur bring out:
 (i) Tricki who had become extremely fat. (ii) Tricki’s coats, bowls, toys and beds.
 (iii) Tricki’s numerous medicines. (iv)  Tricki’s convalescing food and drinks.
 10. What does the reference to Tricki as a “silky little object” signify?
 (i)  Tricki was a very small and rather pampered dog.
 (ii)  Tricki was comfortably attired in fine silks and warm coats.
 (iii)  Unlike the other dogs, Tricki had lived in the lap of luxury with care and grooming.
 (iv)  The narrator’s mockery of Tricki’s life and treatment with Mrs Pumphrey.
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 11. Why is the narrator tempted to keep Tricki as a permanent guest?
 (i) Because he loved Tricki.
 (ii) He thought Mrs Pumphrey woudn’t take good care of Tricki.
 (iii) They would lose all luxuries like eggs, wine and brandy.
 (iv) None of the above
 12. How would you decribe Mrs Pumphrey?
 (i) Loving   (ii) Over-doing
 (iii) Intelligent   (iv) Rational
 13. “In two weeks he had been transformed into a lithe, hard-muscled animal.” What is 

the meaning of the word “lithe”?
 (i) Dirty   (ii) Graceful
 (iii) Misbehaving   (iv) Rude
 14. What was best for Tricki, according to the vet?
 (i) To take Tricki to the hospital. (ii) To take Tricki for a walk.
 (iii) To let Tricki have sugar. (iv) Both (ii) and (iii)
 15. What did the doctor advise?
 (i) To cut Tricki’s food.   (ii) To give Tricki more exercise.
 (iii) To keep Tricki on a very strict diet. (iv) All of these

 ANSWERS 
 1. (iii)  2. (iv)  3. (iii) 4. (i)  5. (iii)  
 6. (ii)  7. (iv)  8. (iii) 9. (ii)  10. (iii)  
 11. (iii)  12. (ii)  13. (ii) 14. (i)  15. (iv)  
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Theme
Ruskin Bond’s ‘The Thief’s Story’ is more than a thief’s story. The story deals with basic 
human values and relationships. It is easier for a thief to rob a greedy man. It is difficult 
even for a thief to rob a careless and honest person. Hari Singh did steal Anil’s money but 
he couldn’t run away with it. He had no friends because he regarded them to be trouble 
than help. The only person he really knew was the man he had robbed. Moreover, Anil 
was ready to educate Hari Singh. The thief’s conscience pricked him. He came back to Anil 
and crept to his bed. He slipped the money under the mattress from where he had stolen 
it a few hours ago.

Summary

 Meeting with Anil: The narrator of ‘The Thief’s Story’ is a thief. He was just 15 years 
old when he met Anil, a writer of about 25 years. Anil was a tall, lean and thin fellow. He 
looked easy-going, kind and simple enough for the purpose of a thief like the narrator. 
The thief hadn’t much luck of late. He wanted to win Anil’s confidence. The narrator 
took a new name every month. He did so to avoid arrest from the police and his former 
employees. Recently, he introduced himself as Hari Singh.

 Wanted to Work for Anil: The narrator wanted to work for Anil. But Anil was not a rich 
man. He couldn’t pay him. The narrator thought for a moment that he has misjudged his 
target. Anil asked Hari Singh, the thief, if he could cook. Hari Singh lied that he could. 
The food he cooked on that day, was just terrible. Anil had to give it to a stray dog. Anil 
asked him to go away but the narrator didn’t budge from there. At last, Anil agreed to 
teach him cooking. Anil also taught Hari Singh, the thief, to write his name and to write 
whole sentences and to add numbers.

 Hari Singh Grateful for Getting Education: Hari Singh wanted to be educated. He 
was grateful that, at least, Anil had given him the basic education. He knew that once 
he could write like an educated man, there would be no limit to what he could achieve. 
Hari Singh found it quite pleasant to work with Anil. He made tea in the morning. He 
made a profit of one rupee from buying the day’s supplies. Anil knew everything about 
Hari Singh’s stealings but didn’t seem to mind them.

 No Regular Income of Anil: Anil had no regular income. He made money by fits and 
starts. He seemed to write for magazines. The day he got the money he would go out and 
celebrate. Then, he would wait and worry about his next cheque.

 Anil Robbed of his Money: One evening, Anil came home with a small bundle of notes. 
He had just sold a book to a publisher. At night, Hari Singh saw him tuck the money 
under the mattress. Anil had given him a key to the door and he could  come and go as 
he pleased. Anil was the most trusting person he had ever met. It was very difficult to 

—Ruskin Bond

The Thief ’s Story2
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rob him. Sometimes, he didn’t notice that he had been robbed. It took all the pleasure 
out of Hari Singh’s work. Once, Anil was asleep. Hari Singh thought over the situation. 
If he stole the money, he could catch the 10:30 Express to Lucknow. He crept up to 
the bed and slid his hand under the mattress. He found the notes and drew them out. 
Anil sighed in his sleep. He turned his side towards Hari Singh. The thief (Hari Singh) 
was startled and quickly came out of the room. On the road, he counted them. They 
were 600 rupees in fifties. With that money, he could live like a rich Arab for a week or 
two.

 Hari Singh’s Dilemma: The narrator (the thief) reached the station and dashed straight 
to the platform. The Lucknow Express was just moving. He could jump in but hesitated. 
When the  train  had  gone,  he  had  no idea where to spend the night. He had no friends 
and didn’t want to stay at one of the hotels. The only person he knew was Anil whom 
he had robbed. He came to the ‘maidan’ and sat on a bench. The night was chilly and it 
had a light drizzle. The notes were damp from the rain.

 Hari Singh back to Anil with his Money: Hari Singh remembered that he had 
forgotten about his education in the excitement of the theft. He knew that education 
could one day bring him more than a few hundred rupees. To be a really big man, a 
clever and respected man, he was to learn reading and writing. He was to be educated. 
He hurried back to Anil’s room very nervous. He crept to the head of the bed. He held 
the notes in one hand and slipped them quietly under the mattress. Next morning, Anil 
stretched out his hand towards the narrator. There was a fifty rupee note between his 
fingers. Hari Singh’s heart sank. He thought that he had been discovered. Anil made 
an announcement. He told Hari Singh that he made some money and Hari would be 
paid regularly. He also told that he would teach Hari Singh how to write  sentences. 
Anil knew everything about the theft. But neither his lips nor his eyes showed 
anything.

Justification of the Title

The central character of the story is a thief. The whole story revolves around him and 
his perspective is presented in the lesson. His journey of evolution from a petty thief to a 
respectable man is full of lessons. The narrator reveals the clever findings of the victim, 
his entrapping them and finally how he manages to elope them and escape unhurt from 
the scene. It is likely that he would have done the same to Anil also. But the goodness and 
helping attitude of Anil reforms Hari Singh, who has run away with money. However he 
couldn’t bound Hari. He returns back to serve his master for his own betterment. Hence 
the title ‘The Thief’s Story’ is justified.

Character Sketch

 1. Hari Singh : Hari Singh is a small time thief. His real name is not Hari Singh, he 
keeps on changing names to escape from police. His modus operandi is that he earns 
the trust of people and then robs them and flees. When he sees Anil, he thinks of 
robbing him and hence approaches him and asks for work. Anil, being a simple person 
lets him work and even starts teaching him how to cook. Hari Singh is delighted when 
Anil starts teaching him to write as he plans to rob on larger scale. Hari steals a little 
money daily when he goes to buy daily groceries, and one day when he gets a chance 
he steals money from Anil and runs away. But at the station he has a change of heart 
and comes back. He is now happy and contented to live with Anil.

 2. Anil : Anil is a kind, simple and easy-going young man. He is tall and lean statured, 
and has interest in sports like wrestling. He is not very rich and cannot offer to employ 
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Hari as a cook. He has the patience and goodness to not only teach Hari to cook but 
also to read, write and add numbers. Though he knows about Hari’s stealing of little 
bits of money from the groceries, he ignores this fact.

  Anil is a writer who writes for magazines and makes money in fits and starts. He is 
a very trusting person. Even when he earns a large amount of money, he keeps the 
money under his mattress and not in a safe box.

  Anil is generous enough to pay Hari a certain portion of the money which Hari tried to 
steal from him earlier. He has a forgiving nature and forgives Hari of his theft without 
letting him know of his discovery. He continues to be a good man to Hari.

Reference to Context

Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1. Anil made money by fits and starts. He would borrow one week, lend the next. He 

kept worrying about his next cheque, but as soon as it arrived he would go out and 
celebrate. It seems he wrote for magazines — a queer way to make a living!

  One evening he came home with a small bundle of notes, saying he had just sold a 
book to a publisher. At night, I saw him tuck the money under the mattress.

  I had been working for Anil for almost a month and, apart from cheating on the 
shopping, had not done anything in my line of work. I had every opportunity for doing 
so. Anil had given me a key to the door, and I could come and go as I pleased. He was 
the most trusting person I had ever met.

  And that is why it was so difficult to rob him. It’s easy to rob a greedy man, because he 
can afford to be robbed; but it’s difficult to rob a careless man — sometimes he doesn’t 
even notice he’s been robbed and that takes all the pleasure out of the work. 

 Questions:
 (a) Anil made money by fits and starts. The phrase ‘by fits and starts’ means ‘earning 

money by ...................’.
 (i) tricking others  (ii)  not working on something consistently
 (iii) coaxing others               (iv)  forcing others to do something
 (b) The narrator was habitual to spend money:
 (i) wisely (ii) thriftly (iii) lavishly (iv) carefully
 (c)  Pick the option that correctly classifies fact/s (F) and opinion/s (O) of the students 

below.

Anil did not have 
a steady monthly 
income.

It seems he 
used to write for 
magazines, etc.

I don’t like 
Anil’s attitude of 
trusting others so 
easily.

Maybe he was in 
a dire need of a 
companion.

(1) (2) (3) (4)
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 (i) F – 1, 2 and O – 3, 4    (ii) F – 3, 4 and O – 1, 2
 (iii) F – 1, 3 and O – 2, 4   (iv) F – 1, 4 and O – 2, 3
 (d) The narrator could not rob Anil because:
 (i) he did not in all conscience regard as fair to rob him.
 (ii) Anil was too alert to be robbed by others.
 (iii) Anil did not have such things that made the narrator rob him.
 (iv) the narrator had too much affection with Anil.
 (e) The extract uses the phrase ‘apart from cheating’. Which of the following expressions 

is incorrect with respect to the word ‘apart’?

  (4) Aside

(2) Except

(1) Beside (3) BesidesApart

 (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iii)   (c) (i) (d) (i) (e) (i)   
 2. Anil was watching a wrestling match when I approached him. He was about 25— a 

tall, lean fellow – and he looked easy-going, kind and simple enough for my purpose. I 
hadn’t had much luck of late and thought I might be able to get into the young man’s 
confidence.

  ‘You look a bit of a wrestler yourself,” I said. A little flattery helps in making friends.
 Questions:
 (a) According to the extract, the young boy was watching the wrestling match because 

he:
 (i) had been invited there by the wrestlers. 
 (ii) was supposed to meet someone there.
 (iii) was looking for simple people to dupe.
 (iv) loved wrestling and followed it very closely.
 (b) ‘I hadn’t had much luck of late’ means that the boy hadn’t:
 (i) ever conned people successfully. 
 (ii) been successful in duping people lately.
 (iii) understood the consequences of thievery till date.
 (iv) considered the role of fate in deceiving others.
 (c) ‘I might be able to get into the young man’s confidence.’
  Choose the option that DOES NOT display what the statement means.
 (i) He wanted to win his trust.
 (ii) He wanted him to share his thoughts without caution.
 (iii) He wanted him to feel comfortable revealing more details about himself.
 (iv) He wanted to be able to spend quality time with him.
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 (d) Anil looked easy-going, kind and simple to the narrator.
   Which of the given characteristics would NOT fit in with this description?
 (i) Compassionate (ii) Suave (iii) Uncomplicated  (iv) Carefree
 (e) Based on the line, “A little flattery helps in making friends”, choose the option 

that displays the quote closest in meaning.
 (i) Imitation is the best form of flattery; people generally understand that my 

comedy is not intended to hurt anybody.
 (ii) I know imitation is the highest form of flattery, but stealing one's identity is 

totally different.
 (iii) Nothing is so great an example of bad manners as flattery. If you flatter all the 

company, you please none; If you flatter only one or two, you offend the rest.
 (iv) One may define flattery as a base companionship which is most advantageous 

to the flatterer.
 Answers:
 (a) (iii) (b) (ii) (c) (iv) (d) (ii) (e) (iv)

Text Based MCQs

Choose the correct answer.
 1. “I followed casually.” The narrator followed Anil with an intention to:
 (i) have some more interesting talks with him.  
 (ii)  request him for a job.   (iii) cheat him. (iv)  request him for a shelter.
 2. Why was Hari given a separate key to the house?
 (i) He was the owner of the house. (ii) He was a cook.
 (iii) He was not a thief.   (iv) Anil trusted him.
 3. Hari Singh had a short career as:
 (i) a shoeshine boy (ii) a handy man (iii) a cook (iv) a thief
 4. How did Hari Singh accept Anil?
 (i) As a cunning fellow   (ii) As a trusting person
 (iii) As a rich man   (iv) As a poor man
 5. Anil made money ‘by fits and starts’ means that he:
 (i) deemed it fit to start investing money. 
 (ii) started earning money in the recent past.
 (iii) received money intermittently. 
 (iv) put his money to use frequently.
 6. ‘My heart sank’ says Hari Singh. He thought:
 (i) he would have to make the meal again.
 (ii) his theft had been discovered.
 (iii) he would have to go out in the rain to buy vegetables.
 (iv) he would be sent off.
 7. Why did he come back to Anil? 
 (i) He wanted to return the money.
 (ii) It was raining heavily outside.
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 (iii) He had missed the 10:30 Lucknow Express.
 (iv) He did not want to break Anil’s trust.
 8. What opportunity would he have lost if he had left Anil forever?
 (i) To cook good   (ii) To watch wrestling
 (iii) To become an educated man (iv) To make money from daily shopping
 9. The reference to making a little money ‘this way’ refers to a way that is viewed by 

most people as:
 (i) sensible   (ii) inappropriate
 (iii) charitable   (iv) aggressive
 10. With reference to ‘The Theif’s Story’, a little flattery helps in making friends. ‘Flattery’ 

includes:
 (i) helping others.   (ii)  praising others falsely.
 (iii) having sympathy for others. (iv) loving others.
 11. Who is easier to rob?
 (i) a careless man   (ii) a greedy man
 (iii) a trusting man   (iv) Anil
 12. “A queer way to earn money.” What is the meaning of the word “queer”?
 (i) Strange (ii) Famous (iii) Rare (iv) Illegal
 13. How did the narrator attempt at being friends with Anil?
 (i) By flattering him.   (ii) By teasing him.
 (iii) By introducing himself. (iv) None of these
 14. What is Hari a “fairly successful hand” at?
 (i) Wrestling (ii) Stealing (iii) Deceiving (iv) Working hard
 15. What promise did Anil make to the thief boy?
 (i) Giving him a good job. (ii) Giving him good clothes.
 (iii) Teaching him reading and writing. (iv) Playing with him.

 ANSWERS  
 1. (ii)  2. (iv)  3. (iv) 4. (ii)  5. (iii)
 6. (ii)  7. (iv)  8. (iii) 9. (ii)  10. (ii)
 11. (ii)  12. (i)  13. (i) 14. (ii)  15. (iii)



D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\03_Sec-C_2_Supp_Ch_01,04 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



133

Theme

The story ‘Footprints without Feet’ describes the story of a brilliant scientist, Griffin, 
who degenerated himself into a lawless person. Griffin discovered that human body could 
become transparent and invisible. But he misused his great discovery. He did not use the 
power of invisibility for the welfare of the society and humanity at large. He misused it to 
threaten, trouble and beat innocent persons and rob them. He made illegal entries in stores 
and shops and stole things from there. He committed a burglary in a clergyman’s house 
in Iping. Griffin remained invisible or unseen only when he was without clothes. If he put 
on clothes, he lost his invisibility and could be seen by the people around him. The lesson 
gives a message that misuse of science and its great discoveries can make even a brilliant 
scientist like Griffin a monster and a threatening lawless person.

Summary

 Muddy Imprints: Two boys were highly surprised. They saw muddy impressions on 
the steps of a house in London. They were the fresh footmarks of a barefooted man. The 
boys followed them. The impressions got fainter and finally disappeared.

 Mystery of Footmarks: The mystery of footmarks was quite simple. The boys were 
following a scientist. He had just discovered how to make the human body transparent.

 Griffin—Great but Eccentric Scientist: Griffin was a great scientist. He carried 
out many experiments to prove that human body could become invisible. In the end, he 
swallowed some rare drugs and his body became transparent. He was a lawless person. 
His landlord disliked him and tried to eject him. In revenge, Griffin set his house on 
fire.

 Unseen when Naked: Griffin had to remove all his clothes if wanted to be unseen by 
the people. He became a homeless wanderer without clothes. He had no money. He left 
footmarks as he walked.

 In a Big London Store: The air was bitterly cold. Griffin was naked. Instead of walking 
about the streets, he entered a London store for warmth. He enjoyed the pleasure of 
clothes and food freely. He fitted himself out with warm clothes there. He became fully 
dressed up with shoes, an overcoat and a hat. After putting on clothes, he became visible. 
He had cold meat and coffee, sweets and wine from the grocery store. He slept on a pile 
of quilts. He didn’t wake up until the assistants arrived next morning. When they came 
near, he panicked and began to run. But he could become invisible only when he was 
totally naked. So he took off his newly found clothes. Once more he became naked in the 
chilly January air.

—H.G. Wells

Footprints without Feet3
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 In Drury Lane: He hurried to Drury Lane, the centre of the theatre world. He found 
a shop he was searching. He came upstairs invisible. He came out of the shop wearing 
bandages round his forehead, dark glasses, false nose, side-whiskers and a large hat. 
Then, he attacked a shopkeeper and robbed him of all the money he could find.

 Arrival in Iping Village: Griffin wanted to get away from the crowded London. He 
came to the village Iping. He booked two rooms in a local inn. Arrival of a stranger of 
such strange appearance became the talk of the people. Mrs Hall tried to be friendly 
with her guest, Griffin. He told that he didn’t want to be disturbed. He wanted to be 
alone. She thought that her guest was an eccentric scientist. She didn’t mind his strange 
habits and irritable temper. Griffin’s cash finished. He told a lie that he was expecting 
a cheque at any moment.

 Clergyman Burgled: A strange episode occurred. A clergyman and his wife were 
awakened by the noises in the study very early in the morning. They came downstairs 
and heard the chink of money being taken from the desk. With a poker in his hand, the 
clergyman flung open the door. He shouted “surrender!” He was surprised to see the room 
empty. They looked under the desk, behind the curtains and even up the chimney. No 
one was there. They found the desk open and the money was missing. They were highly 
surprised, couldn’t understand anything.

 Mrs Hall’s Furniture Shows Strange Behaviour: The landlord and his wife (Mrs 
Hall) woke up very early. They found Griffin’s door wide open. Usually it remained shut 
and locked. They peeped around but found nobody. They found Griffin’s clothes and 
bandages were  lying about. All of a sudden Mrs Hall heard a sniff close to her ear. A hat 
leapt up and dashed itself into her face. Then the chair became alive. They turned away 
in fear. The chair pushed them both out of the room. The door was slammed and locked 
after them. Mrs Hall almost fell down the stairs and started crying. She was sure that 
the room was haunted by spirits. The villagers suspected that the trouble was caused by 
witchcraft. When the news of burglary at the clergyman’s home became known, everyone 
doubted Griffin’s hand in it. This suspicion grew stronger when Griffin suddenly showed 
some ready cash. He had no cash before a few days.

 Invisible Man Shows Himself: Mrs Hall went to Griffin’s room. He was there. She 
asked what he was doing to her chairs upstairs. She also asked how he entered a locked 
room. The scientist lost his temper. He became furious and cried “I’ll show you.” Suddenly 
he threw away all bandages, whiskers, spectacles and even nose. The horrified men in 
the bar were staring at a headless man!

 Encounter with Constable Jaffers: The police constable who had been informed, 
arrived now. He was totally surprised to find that he was to arrest a man without a head. 
There followed a wonderful scene. The scientist (Griffin) started throwing his clothes 
one by one. He was becoming more and more invisible as he threw off one garment after 
another. Finally, the man became invisible. Some people who tried to hold him were 
beaten by the unseen blows that came from nowhere. In the end, Jaffers was knocked 
unconscious. Nervous and excited people were crying “Hold him!” Griffin was invisible 
and free now. No one knew where to lay hands on him.

Justification of the Title

The title of the story creates interest in the readers. It generates curiosity in them. The 
lead character was an invisible man. His body became transparent yet he could feel cold. 
He could not survive in the cold weather so decided to take shelter. His footprints were 
observed and followed by young boys. His life was hell. However he himself was responsible 
for his behaviour.
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Character Sketch

 1. Griffin : Griffin was an extraordinary and brilliant scientist. He discovered that human 
body could become invisible and transparent as a sheet of glass. It was the result of 
his long and constant experimentation. However, he misused his discovery only for 
his personal gains, committing theft and burglaries and beating and robbing innocent 
persons. He could have earned fame and respect had he utilised his great discovery 
for the welfare of humanity. But his activities made him a lawless and an anarchist.

  His invisibility was possible only when he didn’t wear any clothes. If dressed up, he 
could lose his invisibility. He had to remain without clothes even in the chilly weather 
of mid-winter to remain invisible. He had to make illegal entries and burglaries in a 
clergyman’s house, a big store in London and a shop in Drury Lane. This brought him 
disrepute and dishonour instead of fame and respect.

 2. Mrs Hall : Mrs Hall was the landlord’s wife at the local inn in Iping. She was more 
than happy to receive a guest in the lean season. Mrs Hall was convinced that her 
strange guest was an eccentric scientist. She excused his strange habits and irritable 
behaviour because he had paid her in advance. When she noticed the strange behaviour 
of her furniture in her guest room, she was convinced that the room was haunted by 
spirits. She dared to question even the eccentric scientist, Griffin. She also asked how 
he entered a locked room.

 3. Jaffers : He is the village constable. He is a very determined person. He is called to 
the inn when the stranger unveils himself and creates chaos. He was quite surprised 
to find that he had to arrest a man without a head, but Jaffers couldn’t be easily 
prevented from doing his duty. The constable tried to catch hold of a person whom he 
couldn’t see at all. In the end, Jaffers made the last attempt to hold on to the unseen 
scientist, Griffin. Jaffers was knocked down unconscious.

Reference to Context
Read the extracts below and answer the questions that follow.
 1. The two boys started in surprise at the fresh muddy imprints of a pair of bare feet. 

What was a barefooted man doing on the steps of a house in the middle of London? 
And where was the man?

  As they gazed, a remarkable sight met their eyes. A fresh footmark appeared from 
nowhere!

  Further footprints followed, one after another, descending the steps and progressing 
down the street. The boys followed, fascinated, until the muddy impressions became 
fainter and fainter, and at last disappeared altogether.

 Questions:
 (a) Why were the boys surprised to see a barefooted man in London? 
 (i) It was an unusual sight to see someone this way.
 (ii) Everybody in London moved around in shoes.
 (iii) It was pretty cold to move around bare feet.
 (iv) Only a person who is homeless and wandering does so.
 (b) Pick out the option that is NOT related to ‘started’ as used in the extract.

Started

(1) flinched (2) jerked (3) recoiled (4) pointed

 (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
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 (c) Pick the option that best describes how the boys are feeling based on the extract.
 (i) enchanted, curious, puzzled (ii) captivated, curious, puzzled
 (iii) repulsed, curious, captivated (iv) enchanted, repulsed, curious
 (d) The boys felt that the footprints were:
 (i) seen due to some magic trick. (ii) a figment of imagination.
 (iii) of a man who was invisible. (iv) those of a mysterious man.
 (e) Pick the option that best matches synonyms of the word ‘gazed’.
 (i) (1) gaped (2) gawked (ii) (1) admired (2) disbelieved
 (iii) (1) overlooked (2) stared (iv) (1) surveyed (2) overlooked
 Answers:
 (a) (iii) (b) (iv)  (c) (ii) (d) (iv) (e) (i) 
 2. Brilliant scientist though he was, Griffin was rather a lawless person. His landlord 

disliked him and tried to eject him. In revenge Griffin set fire to the house. To get 
away without being seen he had to remove his clothes. Thus it was that he became a 
homeless wanderer, without clothes, without money, and quite invisible — until he 
happened to step in some mud, and left footprints as he walked! 

 Questions:
 (a) Griffin’s landlord:
 (i) praised him always.   (ii) tried to eject him.
 (iii) gave him a present.   (iv) made sumptuous dinners for him.
 (b) Lawless and revengeful Griffin:
 (i) walked out of his landlord’s house. (ii) did not pay his rent for months.
 (iii) abused his landlord.   (iv) set his landlord’s house on fire.
 (c) How could Griffin become invisible?
 (i) When he used to swallow rare dugs.
 (ii) When he used to put on his clothes.
 (iii) When he used to put off his clothes. 
 (iv) When he used to talk to the landlord.
 (d) This extract has been picked up from the story:
 (i) Footprints without Feet (ii) The Making of a Scientist
 (iii) A Triumph of Surgery  (iv) None of these
 (e) Pick the option that is ODD one out with reference to the meaning of ‘revenge’.

(3) vengeance

(1) retaliation

(4) retribution (2) JustificationREVENGE

 (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
 Answers:
 (a) (ii)  (b) (iv) (c) (iii)  (d) (i)  (e) (ii) 
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Text Based MCQs

Choose the correct answer.
 1. Which of the following is NOT true?
 (i) Griffin was a law-abiding person.
 (ii) Griffin was a scientist.
 (iii) Griffin had the ability to become transparent.
 (iv) Griffin’s landlord had poor relations with him.
 2. Based on your understanding what kind of man do you think is Griffin?
 (i) Ordinary (ii) Helpful (iii) Eccentric (iv) Jealous
 3. Pick the option that best describes how Mrs Hall must be feeling after her experience 

with the extraordinary chair.
 (i) stunned and furious  (ii) shocked and outraged
 (iii) outraged and nervous (iv) stunned and agitated
 4. The arrival of a stranger at an inn in Ipping was unusual in:
 (i) summer   (ii) winter  (iii) autumn  (iv) spring
 5. Why did Griffin rob the shopkeeper of all the money?
 (i) He wanted to buy new clothes.
 (ii) He wanted to leave the London city.
 (iii) He wanted to help the poor.
 (iv) He wanted to carry out his experiments.
 6. Why did Mrs Hall want to be friendly with Griffin?
 (i) She wanted to know about his reality. (ii) She was sociable. 
 (iii) He was a good guest.  (iv) His behaviour was nice.
 7. Mrs Hall felt that the room was haunted by spirits because:
 (i) she could see evil spirits. (ii) she heard strange a noise.
 (iii) uncanny things happened there. (iv) the door slammed shut.
 8. What did Griffin try to prove?
 (i) Science is useless.   (ii) Science is powerful.
 (iii) Science is meaningless. (iv) Science is against humanity.
 9. Why is Griffin described as a brilliant scientist?
 (i) He could easily evade the law.
 (ii) He discovered drugs to become transparent.
 (iii) He could make clothes disappear. 
 (iv) He invented a method to ward off the cold.
 10. Which of the following is TRUE about Griffin after he ran away from his landlord?
 (i) He had a lot of stolen money. (ii) He was fully attired.
 (iii) His footprints were seen by two boys. (iv) He was fully visible.

 ANSWERS 
 1. (i)  2. (iii)  3. (iv) 4. (ii)  5. (ii) 
 6. (i)  7. (iii)  8. (ii) 9. (ii)  10. (iii)
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Time Allowed: 90 Minutes Maximum Marks: 40

General Instructions:
 (i) The Question Paper contains THREE sections.
 (ii) Section A—READING has 18 questions. Attempt a total of 14 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
 (iii) Section B—WRITING & GRAMMAR has 12 questions. Attempt a total of 10 questions, as 

per specific instructions for each question.
 (iv) Section C—LITERATURE has 30 questions. Attempt 26 questions, as per specific 

instructions for each question.
 (v) All questions carry equal marks.
 (vi) There is no negative marking.

READING
 I. Read the passage carefully. 
 I. Nature is our mother, our first teacher. The greatest lesson that she teaches us is to 

maintain an equilibrium in life. We learn to maintain composure through our joys, 
sorrows and fears. In fact, there are a thousand lessons that nature can teach us, 
provided we look for them.

 II. With time, a sapling grows into a full-grown tree; something so tiny and delicate 
develops into a strong tree capable of supporting others. No matter how tall it grows, 
how much it may flourish, or how many animals and birds it may support, its roots 
are firmly buried from where it once rose. That’s a lesson - to keep ourselves grounded, 
respect and embrace our roots, and give something back to those humble beginnings 
that nurtured us into who we are.

 III. Then there is the message of peaceful coexistence. ‘I am because we are.’ Nature 
provides every creature a chance to exist. However, the existence of one creature or 
being depends on the existence of the other. The tiger eats the antelope; without the 
antelope, the tiger wouldn’t survive. Likewise, without tigers, the over-abundance of 
antelopes would cause them to starve to death.

 IV. I wonder if you have noticed that when birds or squirrels see a predator, they give out 
an alarm call to their fellow creatures, of the lurking danger. They put themselves in 
danger to save the lives of others. Many animals, like the salmon, usually die after 
they spawn, but this doesn’t stop them. One life extinguished for the betterment of 
others is a small price to pay.

 V. The snow melts in the warmth of spring to give birth to fresh green leaves. In autumn 
these leaves age into shades of gold only to be buried in the cold grave of winter. 
Change is inevitable; the sooner we embrace this, the better it is for us. We must 

Sample Paper - 1
(Issued by CBSE on 2nd September, 2021)
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also understand that even in pain there is growth. If you cut a hole in the tree, it will 
grow around it. No matter what may come in its way, a river will continue to flow. 
Similarly, no matter what grief may break your heart, nature teaches us that life 
goes on.

 VI. Keep in mind life isn’t about making lists and trying to be one step ahead of others. 
Life is to live. Take a break-stop being a workaholic, and smell the roses, do whatever 
makes you feel happy and most of all spend some time with nature to pick up 
invaluable lessons.

   [Source: https://missionself.com/important-lessons-we-can-learn-from-naturey]
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 1. According to the author, what, from the following, is the greatest lesson being taught 

by nature?
  (i) Balanced in our emotions. (ii) Partial to joys in life.
  (iii) Afraid of unhappiness. (iv) Indifferent to fears.
 2. Select the option that suitably completes the dialogue with reference to paragraph 

II.
  Jai:  I’ve done well for myself in this school. I’m the best they have. I can get admission 

anywhere. This is my moment!
  Sid:  Congratulations! Just remember, we should .................
  (i) become strong despite our weakness.
  (ii) be kind and supportive towards everyone.
  (iii) respect the origins from where we have grown.
  (iv) nurture ourselves well from the beginning.
 3.  Choose the option that best conveys the message in – ‘I am because we are.’
  (i) Tigers are dependent on antelope (ii) Antelope are dependent on tigers
  (iii) Humans are dependent on animals (iv) Everyone is dependent on each other
 4. What qualities do the birds and squirrels display when they warn others of possible 

danger? Choose one option from the following:
  (i) Observation skills and alertness. (ii) Tendency to get easily frightened.
  (iii) Selfless assistance to help others. (iv) Determination to protect themselves.
 5. Select the option with the underlined words that can suitably replace lurking 

(paragraph IV).
  (i) The policeman pulled up the person who was wandering aimlessly through the 

city.
  (ii) The thief knew that remaining hidden was the best strategy to avoid being caught.
  (iii) The policeman was caught on camera while pouncing with force, to grab the fleeing 

culprit.
  (iv) The thief was walking boldly into the house thinking it was devoid of residents.
 6. A Portmanteau words like smog (smoke + fog), is a blend of words in which parts of 

multiple words are combined into a new word.
  From the options given below, select a Portmanteau word that appears in the para 

VI.
  (i) coexistence   (ii) workaholic
  (iii) full-grown   (iv) flourish
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 7. Select the qualities from paragraph III, that the author wants us to imbibe.
  Being–
  (1) acceptive (2) passionate (3) emotional
  (4) resilient (5) perceptive
  (i) (2), (4) and (5)   (ii) (1), (3) and (4)
  (iii) (1), (4) and (5)   (iv) (3), (4) and (5)
 8. Which of the following is shown by the changing of seasons?
  (i) The beauty of nature. (ii) Nature’s creativity.
  (iii) All seasons are equal. (iv) Nothing lasts forever.
 9. What does the writer advise, in paragraph VI?
  (i) Indulging in competition with others.
  (ii) Making priority lists.
  (iii) Taking life seriously.
  (iv) Having free time for ourselves.
 10. Choose the option that lists the quote best expressing the central idea of the passage.
  (i) Nature: She pardons no mistakes. Her yea is yea, and her nay, nay.

— Ralph Waldo Emerson
  (ii) Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.

— A. Einstein
  (iii) Nature never deceives us; it is we who deceive ourselves. — Jean Jacques Rousseau
  (iv) All the ugliness of the world can best be forgotten in the beauty of nature!

—Mehmet Murat

 II. Read the passage carefully. 
 I. Research from the Publishers Association has shown that films based on books take 

44% more at the box office revenue in the UK and 53% more worldwide than original 
screenplays. The report explores what impact a book has when adapted for film and 
TV.

 II. The report reads: “Published material is the basis of 52% of top UK films in the last 10 
years,  and accounts for an even higher share of revenue from these leading performers, 
at 61% of UK box office gross and 65% of worldwide gross.” The Hollywood adaptation 
of “My Cousin Rachel” was shown to have a significant impact on the sales of the 
Daphne Du Maurier thriller. The sales of the book in 2017 alone accounted for 23% 
of all sales since 1992.

 III. The research suggests that adapted films tend to perform better, because films can 
“leverage the popularity” of well-known books through an existing audience. Films 
adapted from books also tend to have a richer, more fully-developed story to draw 
on. In terms of TV adaptation, it was revealed that a quarter of dramas were based 
on literary sources and attracted a 56% larger share of the audience than those 
based on original scripts. Fourteen of the 35 high end series produced in the UK in 
the period between January and September 2017 were based on books, compared to 
seven based on true stories or historical events and five based on pre-existing films 
or TV stories.

 IV. In the case of the 2016 BBC broadcast of “The Night Manager”, research revealed 
that while the novel was in circulation for over 25 years, 82% of the copies it sold 

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\04_Sec-D_(SP_1) 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



samPlE PaPEr - 1 141

were in 2016 and 2017. Sales of the paperback edition remained strong in 2017 even 
after the series went off the air.

 V. In conclusion, the report states that “there is a strong two-way relationship between 
publishing and the wider creative economy, wherein a successful adaptation often 
has spill-over effects and gives a substantial boost to the sales of the original  
book.”

   [Source: https://www.thebookseller.com/news/
� films-based-books-take-more-91m-more-globallyoriginal-scripts-825036]

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 11. The purpose of the research by Publishers Association was to study the ................. 

Choose the correct option.
  (i) variety in films and TV shows. (ii) impact of films on books.
  (iii) choice of books for film-making. (iv) connect between books and films.
 12. Select the option that is true for the two statements given below.
  (1) The revenues generated at the box office have increased.
  (2) Majority of the top films in the UK are based on published material.
  (i) (1) is the result of (2). (ii) (1) is the reason for (2).
  (iii) (1) is independent of (2). (iv) (1) contradicts (2).
 13. Select the option that gives the correct meaning of the following statement.
  “The�sales�of�the�book�in�2017�alone�accounted�for�23%�of�all�sales�since�1992.”
  (i) There were 23% higher sales in 2017 than previous years.
  (ii) A major chunk of sales happened in 2017.
  (iii) The sales were limited to 23% in 2017.
  (iv) There were very few books sold in the previous years.
 14. According to the research, the films based on books have greater success .................
  (i) people like to see the characters from the books on screen.
  (ii) the films get the advantage of the fame of the books.
  (iii) it takes less effort for people to watch films than read books.
  (iv) the films get a ready-made script from the books.
 15. Select the option listing what the given sentence refers to.
  ‘Films adapted from books also tend to have a richer, more fully-developed story to 

draw on.’
  (1) The plot and the storyline of such films are better.
  (2) The characters are likely to be more vivid.
  (3) The production of such films is meant for the rich and famous.
  (4) The settings and costumes are adapted from the book.
  (5) The making of such films require the author to write a sequel.
  (i) (1), (3) and (4)   (ii) (2), (3) and (5)
  (iii) (1), (2) and (5)   (iv) (1), (2) and (4)
 16. On what from the following were the maximum TV serials in UK in the year 2017 

based?
  (i) Books   (ii) Historical stories
  (iii) Original true stories  (iv) Previous films
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 17. This passage lists an example proving that TV dramas based on literary works  
have .................

  Select the correct option.
  (i) increased the immediate sales of the book.
  (ii) increased the sales of the book during the first screening.
  (iii) had no immediate impact on the sales of the book.
  (iv) had very little impact on the sales of the book.
 18. Choose the correct option to answer the following:
  According to paragraph V, ‘there is a two-way relationship between books and the 

screen’.
  This is so because both:
  (i) revolve around the same stories.
  (ii) cater to an audience with the same taste.
  (iii) gain from each other’s popularity.
  (iv) belong to the creative field.

GRAMMAR AND WRITING
Grammar
 III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate 

option for each.
 19. The hospital board clearly mentioned that you ................. smoke in the hospital as it 

is a health hazard for all.
  (i) cannot (ii) must not (iii) need not (iv) might not
 20. There’s never ................. petrol left after Rahul uses the car.
  (i) much (ii) little (iii) many (iv) a little
 21. I am taking driving lessons now. Hopefully, I ................. my driving test by  

November.
  (i) will take (ii) would pass (iii) will have taken (iv) will be taking
 22. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
  Sunitha�asked�Venkat,�“How�much�is�the�rent�for�your�flat?”
  (i) Sunitha asked Venkat how much was his rent for flat.
  (ii) Sunitha asked Venkat how much the rent for his flat was.
  (iii) Sunita enquires from Venkat that how much rent he pays.
  (iv) Sunita told Venkat how much the rent for his flat was.
 23. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
  She�said,�“I�told�Damanjit�to�send�you�an�e-mail�three�days�ago.”
  (i) She told that Damanjit had mailed you three days then.
  (ii) She informed me that Damanjit has mailed me three days before.
  (iii) She says that she has told Damanjit to send me an e-mail three days then.
  (iv) She said that she had told Damanjit to send an e-mail to me three days before.
 24. The dog ................. under the chair before the children arrived.
  (i) has been hiding   (ii) was hid
  (iii) have hid   (iv) had hidden
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Writing
 IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 

below.
  You are Debashree, a resident of Siliguri, Assam. You have to write a letter to the 

editor of a national daily drawing attention towards the difficulty faced by differently-
abled people at tourist places.

 25. Select the option with relevant aspects that Debashree should select, for this letter.
  (1) The newspaper’s name
  (2) Attached proof of the newspaper subscription
  (3) Debashree’s address
  (4) Formal tone
  (5) Expected date of the letter’s receipt
  (i) (1) and (5)   (ii) (2), (3) and (4)
  (iii) (3) and (5)   (iv) (1), (3) and (4)
 26. Select the appropriate subject for this letter.
  (i) Drawing attention towards differently-abled people
  (ii) The Differently-abled: Neglected or Misunderstood?
  (iii) Tourist places are an inconvenience to differently-abled people
  (iv) Inconvenience Faced by the Differently-abled at Tourist Spots
 27. Which option should Debashree select, to elaborate on the difficulties faced by the 

differently-abled?

  (i) • Absence of ramps for wheelchairs
• Unclean toilets
• High ticket-prices

 (ii) • Unsuitable visiting timings
•  Tourist guides untrained in sign 

language
•  Lack of braille-script tourist 

pamphlets

  (iii) •  Absence of ramps for wheelchairs
•  Tourist guides untrained in sign 

language
•  Lack of braille-script tourist 

pamphlets

 (iv) • Unclean toilets
• High ticket-prices
• Unsuitable visiting timings

 28. Debashree shares some suggestions in her letter, to address the issue. Select the 
option that helps her complete these suggestions, appropriately.

  In my opinion, the media can play a pivotal role in transforming people’s (a) ............. 
Also, (b) .................  against negligence to the needs of the differently-abled, at the 
tourist spots, shall go a long way in bringing about a positive change.

  (i) (a) beliefs and traditions (b) composing songs
  (ii) (a) perceptions and attitudes (b) cautioning the authorities
  (iii) (a) preferences (b) protesting
  (iv) (a) interactions (b) keeping minimum interference
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 29. Select the option that correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of this 
letter.

  (1) I expect the authorities to take actions on the issue. Please post my thoughts in your 
newspaper.

  (2) I hope my views get published in the columns of your newspaper so that this issue 
may garner more public support and awareness.

  (i) Yes, to Option (1) because of the authoritative tone.
  (ii) No, to Option (1) because of the informal tone.
  (iii) Yes, to Option (2) because of the tone of polite expectation.
  (iv) No, to Option (2) because of the certainty in the tone.
 30. Select the option that completes the concluding line appropriately.
  I hope that my letter will .................
  (i) help spread awareness about the issue.
  (ii) lead to action against all authorities responsible, at tourist spots.
  (iii) improve circulation of the national daily.
  (iv) result in positive reviews by the readers.

LITERATURE
This section has sub-sections – V, VI, VII, VIII & IX. There are a total of 30 questions in 
this section. Attempt any 26 questions from the sub-sections V to IX.

 V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  But the decades of oppression and brutality had another unintended effect, and that 

was that it produced the Oliver Tambos, the Walter Sisulus, the Chief Luthulis, 
the Yusuf Dadoos, the Bram Fischers, the Robert Sobukwes of our times — men of 
such extraordinary courage, wisdom and generosity that their like may never be 
known again. Perhaps it requires such depths of oppression to create such heights of 
character. My country is rich in the minerals and gems that lie beneath its soil, but 
I have always known that its greatest wealth is its people, finer and truer than the 
purest diamonds. It is from these comrades in the struggle that I learned the meaning 
of courage. Time and again, I have seen men and women risk and give their lives for 
an idea.  
 [Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom]

 31. What was the unintended effect of the long oppression? Choose the correct option.
  (i) It made the people indifferent to injustice.
  (ii) It made the people reject oppression.
  (iii) It influenced a generation to fight against injustice.
  (iv) It made people accept their oppression.
 32. Men of such extraordinary courage refers to the people who .................
  (i) liberated and abolished the Apartheid system.
  (ii) used their resources to spread awareness.
  (iii) fought for their country’s freedom.
  (iv) demonstrated utmost strength to oppose the system.
 33. Nelson Mandela compares ................. to diamonds.
  (i) his countrymen   (ii) patriots
  (iii) wise men   (iv) the oppressed
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 34. When Nelson Mandela says, “I have seen men and women risk and give their lives 
for an idea.”, he means that they are .................

  (i) stubborn.   (ii) committed.
  (iii) intelligent.   (iv) proud.
 35. Select the suitable word from the extract to complete the following:
  depths: heights : : compassion : .................
  (i) wisdom   (ii) oppression
  (iii) struggle   (iv) courage

 VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  Let me put it more clearly, since no one will believe that a thirteen-year-old girl is 

completely alone in the world. And I’m not. I have loving parents and a sixteen-year-
old sister, and there are about thirty people I can call friends. I have a family, loving 
aunts and a good home. No, on the surface I seem to have everything, except my one 
true friend. All I think about when I’m with friends is having a good time. I can’t 
bring myself to talk about anything but ordinary everyday things.  
 [From the Diary of Anne Frank]

 36. Why does Anne feel the following?
  … no one will believe that a thirteen-year-old girl is completely alone in the world.
  (1) People knew she had a family. (2) People rejected the idea of loneliness.
  (3) She had several friends. (4) She had a cheerful personality.
  (5) Her life was comfortable.
  Choose the correct option from the following:
  (i) (1) and (5)   (ii) (1), (3) and (4)
  (iii) (2) and (3)   (iv) (2), (4) and (5)
 37. Select the most appropriate option for (1) and (2).
  (1) … on the surface I seem to have everything, except my one true friend.
  (2) Anne doesn’t truly connect with anyone.

  (i) (1) is true and (2) is false.
  (ii) (2) is the opposite of (1).
  (iii) (1) furthers the meaning of (2).
  (iv) Both (1) and (2) cannot be inferred from the extract.
 38. From the options given below, identify Anne’s tone in the extract.
  (i) Restless   (ii) Dissatisfied
  (iii) Scared   (iv) Hurt
 39. Select the option which displays an example of ‘having a good time’.

  (i) He is out for a picnic with his 
friends and they are laughing and 
singing together.

 (ii) He is studying hard for the periodic 
test the following day to improve 
his scores.

  (iii) He is trying to convince his father 
to purchase the latest video games 
for him.

 (iv) He just rescued an injured puppy 
and is tending to its wounds.
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 40. What do we get to know about Anne when she says the following?
  I can’t bring myself to talk about anything but ordinary everyday things
  Choose one from the following to answer:
  (i) She is proud of her ways.
  (ii) She is struggling to strike conversations.
  (iii) She is unsure of her own thoughts.
  (iv) She is unable to have a satisfying conversation.

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  Money is external.
  He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,
  The epistemology of loss, how to stand up
  Knowing what every man must one day know
  And most know many days, how to stand up  [The Ball Poem]
 41. The poet says money is external. What does it mean in this extract?
  (i) Money helps us purchase materials that make life worth living.
  (ii) Money promotes materialism and hunger for power among youngsters.
  (iii) Money only impacts a person’s external environment.
  (iv) Money buys materialistic things and can be earned again, when lost.
 42. What does the boy learn by losing the ball, according to the extract?
  (1) Loss is the unavoidable truth of life.
  (2) Material objects can be replaced.
  (3) Money buys happiness.
  (4) Losses in life can be prevented with care.
  (5) Life continues despite losses.
  (i) (1), (2) and (5)   (ii) (2) and (4)
  (iii) Only (1)   (iv) (3) and (5)
 43. The boy is learning how to stand up.....
  This means that he is learning to be ................. in the face of difficulties.
  (i) patient (ii) resilient (iii) defensive (iv) judgemental
 44. Which option lists who is speaking these lines?
  (i) An observer   (ii) The boy’s parent
  (iii) The ball salesman   (iv) A friend
 45. According to the poet, from whom do we mostly learn about loss?
  (i) Elders (ii) Experiences (iii) Books (iv) Teachers

 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  I followed casually.
  “Hello again,” he said.
  I gave him my most appealing smile. “I want to work for you,” I said.
  “But I can’t pay you.”
  I thought that over for a minute. Perhaps I had misjudged my man. I asked, “Can 

you feed me?”
  “Can you cook?”
  “I can cook,” I lied again.
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  “If you can cook, then maybe I can feed you.”
  He took me to his room over the Jumna Sweet Shop and told me I could sleep on the 

balcony.
  But the meal I cooked that night must have been terrible because Anil gave it to a 

stray dog and told me to be off. But I just hung around, smiling in my most appealing 
way, and he couldn’t help laughing.  
 [The Thief’s Story]

 46. Even though Hari Singh followed Anil casually, it was a/an .................
  (i) careless action.   (ii) staged move.
  (iii) unusual decision.   (iv) bold step.
 47. From the following options, identify Hari Singh’s intention behind the appealing 

smile.
  (i) Deceit (ii) Harm (iii) Hatred (iv) Jealousy
 48. Select the option listing Anil’s characteristics, as revealed in the extract.
  (1) unassuming (2) kind (3) determined (4) naïve
  (5) humourous
  (i) (2) and (3) (ii) Only (5) (iii) (1), (2) and (4) (iv) Only (2)
 49. Select the most appropriate option based on (1) and (2).
  (1) Anil gave his meal to a stray dog.
  (2) Hari Singh did not know how to cook.

  (i) (2) is true and (1) is false. (ii) (2) is the result for (1).
  (iii) (2) is the cause for (1). (iv) (2) is false and (1) is true.
 50. The phrase hung around suggests that Hari Singh continued to ................. .
  (i) smile (ii) cook (iii) appeal (iv) linger

 IX. Attempt the following.
 51. Lencho is ................. when he says, “that’s what they say: no one dies of hunger.”
  (i) doubtful (ii) stressed (iii) confused (iv) dismissive
 52. Which option correctly replaces the underlined phrase in the given line from Fire and 

Ice?
  I hold with those who favour fire.
  (i) am as experienced as (ii) strongly disagree with
  (iii) have the same opinion as (iv) habitually avoid
 53. The purpose of the treatment, given to the young seagull by his parents, was to 

.................
  (i) teach him a lesson about the importance of food.
  (ii) inculcate obedience towards them.
  (iii) let him overcome his fear.
  (iv) improve his relationship with his siblings.
 54. Peggy often gave a nudge to one of her friends when she spoke to Wanda in the school 

yard. This meant that she wanted her friend to .................
  (i) stop talking to Wanda and move on
  (ii) observe and partake in the joke on Wanda
  (iii) ignore the complete situation with Wanda
  (iv) interrupt any reply that came from Wanda
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 55. In the poem Dust of Snow, which negative symbols have been used to create a positive 
effect?

  (i) hemlock tree; crow   (ii) crow; snow
  (iii) snow; hemlock tree   (iv) crow; dust
 56. Mandela refers to liberty as “newborn” because it .................
  (i) was dependent on others for growth and guidance.
  (ii) had recently been attained with lots of struggle.
  (iii) made people experience infant-like excitement.
  (iv) arrived unexpectedly for everyone.
 57. In the poem A Tiger in the Zoo, what does the tiger’s ‘quiet rage’, indicate?
  It indicates that the tiger’s anger is:
  (i) forgotten   (ii) provoked
  (iii) suppressed   (iv) opposed
 58. Identify the option that aptly describes Griffin.
  (i) greedy, yet kind   (ii) proud and honourable
  (iii) considerate and selfless (iv) brilliant, but lawless
 59. Anil’s carelessness made stealing from him ................. for Hari Singh.
  (i) uninteresting   (ii) difficult
  (iii) systematic   (iv) predictable
 60. What does the exclamation, “This is a triumph of surgery!”, by Mrs Pumphrey, mean?
  (i) The surgery was successful. (ii) The mistress could take back her pet.
  (iii) The doctor was a great veterinarian. (iv) The planned venture was fruitful. 
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Time Allowed: 90 Minutes Maximum Marks: 40

General Instructions:
For instructions, please refer to Sample Paper-1.

READING
 I. Read the passage carefully. 
 I. There are various beliefs prevalent in the society as to what should be eaten and what 

should not be eaten to keep healthy. If one has high blood pressure, one is told to 
cut down on or stop consuming sodium. A new study from Boston University reveals 
that low sodium does not actually cause low blood pressure. A little salt is part of 
a healthy food plan. The study has shown that the people with the lowest intake of 
sodium along with the ones who have the highest intake of sodium have a greater 
risk of heart disease than the people in the middle.

 II. There is a theory that drinking milk post infancy is unnatural. It is true that 
humans are the only species to drink milk as adults. Research shows that we have 
genetically evolved to adapt to it. Milk products actually play an important role 
in keeping us healthy. Dairy products are rich in whey, protein, linoleic acid and  
calcium.

	 III.	 Fat	 in	general	 is	not	a	bad	thing.	The	scientific	community	 is	still	debating	the	
benefits	of	saturated	fats.	The	other	types	of	fats	taken	in	moderation	are	good	for	
us. Plant-based fats such as monosaturated fats found in foods like almonds, avocado 
and	omega-3	fatty	acids	found	in	fish	offer	many	healthy	benefits.	These	fats	may	
reduce	inflammation	and	improve	the	quality	of	blood.

 IV. It may seem that diet products such as light salad dressing are healthier choices to 
eat but often they are really not. Healthy food like this used to be popular, but many 
of these products remove the fat and replace it with added sugar. Large amounts of 
added sugar in the diet may be even more damaging to health than excessive dietary 
fat. A major study from CDC showed that people who consumed a lot of sugar were 
more than twice likely to die from heart disease. If you opt for a higher food, check 
the ingredients and food label to make sure that the fats have not been replaced with 
added sugar. We must study the reports of various researches before adopting any 
new mode of eating or food habit otherwise the result of the food plan may be opposite 
of what is expected.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 1.  The reason why we should consume dairy products, is:
  (i) they are rich in protein and calcium. (ii) they are tasty and tempting.
  (iii) they are good for heart. (iv) they are not very expensive.

Sample Paper - 2
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 2. Which type of people have a greater risk of heart disease?
  1. People with no intake of salt. 2. People with the lowest intake of salt.
  3. People with moderate intake of salt. 4. People with the highest intake of salt.
  5. People who have multiple complications.
  (i) 1 and 3 (ii) 2 and 3 (iii) 4 and 5 (iv) 2 and 4
 3. Plant-based fats are good because they:
  (i)	 improve	the	quality	of	blood.	 (ii) improve appetite.
  (iii) strengthen mind and body. (iv) improve heart beats.
 4.	 The	word	‘prevalent’	in	the	first	paragraph	of	the	passage	means:
  (i) most uncommon.   (ii) most common.
  (iii) unconventional.   (iv) important.
 5. What is more damaging to health than excessive dietary fat?
  (i) A lot of added sugar in diet. (ii) No sugar intake.
  (iii)	Eating	saturated	fat	frequently.	 (iv) No fat intake.
 6. ‘Eating something in moderation’ means:
  (i) Eating excessively.   (ii) eating every now and then.
  (iii) Eating good things.   (iv) not eating excessively.
 7. The	first	paragraph	of	the	passage	suggests	that:
  (i) salt is the root of all health problems.
  (ii) salt should not be consumed at all. (iii) salt is not as bad as we think.
  (iv)	salt	if	consumed	in	high	quantity	is	good	for	health.
 8. Monosaturated fats are found in food like:
  1. milk products 2. sugar 3. almonds  4. oil
  5. avocado
  (i) 1 and 4 (ii) 3 and 5 (iii) 2 and 4 (iv) 2 and 3
 9. The phrase ‘added sugar’ in the last paragraph refers to sugars added during the:
  (i) cooking of food.   (ii) eating of food.
  (iii) processing of food.   (iv) production of sucrose.
 10. The passage focuses on the importance of:
  (i) right eating or food habit. (ii) inclusion of high protein in diet.
  (iii) a balanced diet.   (iv) inclusion of salad in each meal.
 II. Read the passage carefully. 
 I. Man suffers from a distorted complex. He always considers animals as inferior beings 

only	fit	for	exploitation.	Man	has	been	using	domestic	and	wild	animals	for	his	selfish	
ends. Many animal lovers joined together to form the ‘Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals’.

 II. The society has been working for the well-being and welfare 
of animals for many years. Its main aim is to change the 
attitude	and	thinking	of	people	towards	animals.	It	is	quite	
sad that animals continue to be ill-treated, tortured and killed 
according to the whims of the people. About 15% of the people 
entertain the belief that animals are man’s slaves. They use, 
misuse and torture them accordingly. About 50% of the people 
exploit	animals	for	selfish	ends.

 III. Horses and oxen are used for transport, carrying loads and in agricultural activities. 
Dogs, cats and many birds are domesticated for fun, entertainment and convenience. 
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Wild animals like elephants, tigers, lions and deer are victims of poaching and killing. 
Animals are forced to do acrobatic feats in circus shows. Unfortunately, about 35% of 
people don’t think about the animals at all. They are totally indifferent to them.

 IV. The Government and the animal lovers must work together to bring a change in the 
attitude	of	the	people.	Animals	should	not	be	killed	and	poached	for	fun,	furs	or	financial	
gains. They should be treated with kindness, care and sympathy. Cruelty towards 
animals must be legally punished.

Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 11.	 In	the	line	“...	fit	for	exploitation”,	the	word	‘exploitation’	does	not	refer	to:
  (i) abuse (ii) ill-treatment (iii) oppression (iv) utilisation
 12. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that lists the abuses 

of animals.

  1. Used for transport   2.  Used for carrying loads

  3.  Acrobatic feats in circus  4. Poaching

  5. Agricultural activities  6. Domesticated for fun
  (i) 1 and 2   (ii) 2 and 6
  (iii) 5 and 6   (iv) 3 and 4
 13. For many years, ‘Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals’ has been working for:
  (i) destruction of animals. (ii) exploitation of animals.
   (iii) the welfare of animals. (iv) All of these
 14. It is very disappointing that animals are still:
  (i) ill-treated (ii) tortured (iii) killed (iv) All of these
 15. For what activities do people use horses and oxen?
  (i) Carrying loads   (ii) Transport
   (iii) Agricultural activities (iv) All of these
 16. For fun, entertainment and convenience, man domesticates:
  (i) birds (ii) cats (iii) dogs (iv) All of these
 17. Which of these animals are victims of poaching and killing?
  (i) Lions (ii) Tigers  (iii) Elephants (iv) All of these
 18. Choose the option that is NOT TRUE.
  (i) Animals must not be exploited by man.
  (ii) Animals should be treated well.
  (iii) Animals should be killed only for food.
  (iv) Animals should not be used in circus to earn one’s livelihood.

GRAMMAR AND WRITING
Grammar
 III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate 

option for each.
 19. She has not solved ................. sums.
  (i) much (ii) any (iii) many (iv) a
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 20. You ................. obey your parents.
  (i) could (ii) must (iii) can (iv) may
 21. I saw that the policemen ................. the thieves.
  (i) had been chasing   (ii) were chasing
  (iii) chase   (iv) have chased
 22. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
  Ananya said to me, “Have you ever been to Agra?”
  (i) Ananya asked me have I ever been to Agra.
  (ii) Ananya asked me if I have ever been to Agra.
  (iii) Ananya asked me if I was ever to Agra.
  (iv) Ananya asked me if I had ever been to Agra.
 23. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
  My father said to me, “Open the window.”
  (i)	My	father	requested	me	to	open	the	window.
  (ii) My father pleaded me to open the window.
  (iii) My father ordered me to open the window.
  (iv) My father implored me to open the window.
 24. The guests ................. the house when she reached there.
  (i) left   (ii) had left
  (iii) had been leaving   (iv) have left

Writing
 IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 

below.
  You are Aman, a resident of Dwarka, Delhi. You have to write a letter to the editor of 

a national daily drawing attention towards the tremendous potentiality that tourism 
industry has in India.

 25. Which one of these options lists the relevant aspects for Aman to write this letter?
  (1) The newspaper’s name (2) The newspaper’s permission
	 	 (3)	Colloquial	language		 (4)	Aman’s	address
  (5) Formal tone
  (i) (2), (3) and (4) (ii) (1), (3) and (4) (iii) (2), (4) and (5) (iv) (1), (4) and (5)
 26. Which of these is the appropriate subject for this letter?
  (i) Tourism—A Money Spinner
  (ii) Boosting Tourism Industry in India
  (iii) The Potentiality of Indian Monuments
  (iv) Exploring New Avenues in India
 27. Which option should be chosen by Aman to highlight the tremendous potentiality 

that trourism industry has in India?

  1. •	breathtaking	views	of	monuments
•	expenses	caused	by	tourists
•		wonderful	hill	stations	and	

wildlife
•	shortcoming	of	monuments

 2. •	a	source	of	valuable	income
•		breathtaking	views	of	monuments
•	fascinating	beaches
•		wonderful	hill	stations	and	

wildlife
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  3. •		shortcomings	in	foreigners
•	fascinating	beaches
•		wonderful	 hill	 stations	 and	

wildlife
•		breathtaking	views	of	monuments

 4. •		breathtaking	views	of	monuments
•	a	source	of	valuable	income
•	a	source	of	enormous	expenses	
•		wonderful	hill	stations	and	

wildlife

  (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
 28. Which option do you think would help Aman complete his suggestions that follow?
  In my opinion, domestic tourism can’t be (a) ............ . States like Karnataka and Kerala 

have shown way to other states of India. They have attracted (b) .................  tourists 
by providing affordable accommodation.

  (i) (a) regarded (b) budget international
  (ii) (a) expected (b) monetary international
  (iii) (a) neglected (b) budget domestic
  (iv) (a) relegated (b) monetary domestic
 29. Which option correctly justifies the choice of the concluding portion of the  

letter?
  (1) I expect my views to be taken into consideration by the concerned authorities. Please 

publish my views in your newspaper.
  (2) I hope my views would get published in the columns of your esteemed newspaper 

so that the concerned authorities may have some consideration on my views.

  (i) No, to option (1) because of the informal tone.
  (ii) Yes, to option (1) as it contains authoritative tone.
  (iii) No, to option (2) as it contains certainty in the tone.
  (iv) Yes, to option (2) as it contains the tone of polite expectation.
 30. Which option completes the starting line of this letter appropriately?
  Through the columns of your esteemed daily .................
  (i) I must highlight the potentiality of tourism industry in India.
  (ii) I want to highlight the potentiality of tourism industry in India.
  (iii) I would make the concerned authorities aware about the potentiality of tourism 

industry in India.
  (iv) I would certainly be able to draw the attention of the concerned authorities towards 

the prospective earnings through tourism industry.

LITERATURE
This	section	has	sub-sections	–	V,	VI,	VII,	VIII	&	IX.	There	are	a	total	of	30	questions	in	
this	section.	Attempt	any	26	questions	from	the	sub-sections	V	to	IX.

 V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  “Now	we’re	really	going	to	get	some	water,	woman.”	The	woman	who	was	preparing	

supper,	replied,	“Yes,	God	willing”.	The	older	boys	were	working	in	the	field,	while	
the smaller ones were playing near the house until the woman called to them all, 
“Come	for	dinner.”	It	was	during	the	meal	that,	just	as	Lencho	had	predicted,	big	
drops of rain began to fall. In the North-east huge mountains of clouds could be seen 
approaching. The air was fresh and sweet. The man went out for no other reason 
than to have the pleasure of feeling the rain on his body and when he returned he 
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exclaimed: “These aren’t raindrops falling from the sky, they are new coins. The big 
drops	are	ten	cent	pieces	and	the	little	ones	are	fives.”

 31. How did Lencho feel when he told his wife that they were going to have a rain shower?
  (i) Nervous (ii)	Confident	 (iii) Annoyed (iv) Doubtful
 32. Choose the option that lists the set of statements that are NOT TRUE according to 

the given extract.
  1. Lencho had unwavering faith in God.
	 	 2.	He	required	rain	water	for	irrigation	of	his	field.
  3. He had some other source of irrigation also.
  4. His wife did not agree with his statement.
  5. Rain did not fall at all.
  6. He referred to drizzles as coins.
  (i) 1, 3 and 5 (ii) 2, 4 and 6 (iii) 3, 4 and 5 (iv) 4, 5 and 6
 33.	 Pick	the	option	that	correctly	classifies	fact/s	(F)	and	opinion/s	(O)	of	the	students	

below.

Lencho had 
limited means.

I feel, Lencho did 
not have a deep 
faith in God.

Lencho had a 
deep faith in God.

If he did not have 
deep faith in God, he 
would not have said 
that he was going to 
get some water.

(1) (2) (3) (4)

  (i) F – 1, 2 and O – 3, 4  (ii) F – 1, 3 and O – 2, 4
  (ii) F – 2, 3 and O – 1, 4  (iv) F – 3, 4 and O – 1, 2
 34. Which phrase does ‘exclaimed’ NOT correspond to?
  (i) Cried out   (ii) Spoke with strong emotion
  (iii) Sudden statement   (iv) Spoke calmly
 35. Lencho went out to take pleasure in:
  (i) looking at beautiful scene of rainfall. (ii) looking at the cloudy weather.
  (iii) feeling droplets on his body. (iv) looking at his children play.

 VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
   I get along pretty well with all my teachers. There are nine of them, seven men and 

two women. Mr Keesing, the old fogey who teaches maths, was annoyed with me 
for ages because I talked so much. After several warnings, he assigned me extra 
homework. An essay on the subject, ‘A Chatterbox’. A chatterbox — what can you 
write about that? I’d worry about that later, I decided. I jotted down the title in my 
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notebook,	tucked	it	in	my	bag	and	tried	to	keep	quiet.
 36.	 Identify	the	figure	of	speech	used	in	the	expression	—	“...	who	teaches	maths,	was	

annoyed	with	me	for	ages	because	I	talked	so	much.”
  (i) Simile (ii) Hyperbole (iii) irony (iv) Anaphora
 37. Choose the characteristic displayed in the statement — “I get along pretty well with 

all	my	teachers.’”
  (i) Beautiful (ii) Supportive (iii) Amiable (iv) Naughty
 38.	 Pick	the	option	that	correctly	classifies	fact/s	(F)	and	opinion/s	(O)	of	the	students	

below.

 

(1) I think Mr Keesing 
s h o u l d  n o t  h a v e 
b e e n  s o  i r r i t a t e d 
by Anne’s habit of 
talkativeness as this 
is an unavoidable trait 
of a student.

(3) I feel Anne was at fault. In 
spite of several warnings, 
she kept on talking in the 
classroom.

(4)  It means she compelled 
her maths teacher to 
give her extra homework 
as punishment.

(2) Let’s not forget that in 
the classroom, when 
class is going on, one 
must not talk much as 
other students will be 
disturbed.

  (i) F – 1, 3 and O – 2, 4  (ii) F – 1, 2 and O – 3, 4 
  (iii) F – 2, 4 and O – 1, 3  (iv) F – 3, 4 and O – 1, 2
 39. What kind of teacher was Mr Keesing?
  (i) Very strict (ii) Lenient (iii) Friendly (iv) Careless
 40. Which of the following words does ‘assigned’ NOT correspond to?
  (i) Allocated (ii) Ordered (iii) Allotted (iv) Given

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  He stalks in his steps
  The few steps of his cage,
	 	 On	pads	of	velvet	quiet,
	 	 In	his	quiet	rage
  He should be lurking in shadow,
  Sliding through long grass
  Near the water hole
  Where plump deer pass
 41.	 Why	is	the	tiger	in	a	quiet	rage?
  (i) He is hungry.   (ii) He is locked up in a cage.
  (iii) He feels hot.   (iv) People are disturbing him.
 42. What is the ideal life for a tiger, according to the poet?
  (i) Life in a cage   (ii) Life in a zoo
  (iii) Living freely in the wild (iv) Living with humans
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 43. ‘Long grass’, ‘waterhole’, ‘plump deer’ – what type of setting does these words show?
  (i) A natural wild setting (ii) A cage in zoo
  (iii) The park in a city   (iv) A desert region
 44. The word ‘plump’ implies that animals in the wild are:
  (i) healthy   (ii) unhealthy
  (iii) lean   (iv) diseased
 45. The poet speaks against the life of animals in:
  (i) the wild   (ii) zoos
  (iii) circuses   (iv) domestic houses

 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  As she and her husband turned away in terror, the extraordinary chair pushed them 

both out of the room and then appeared to slam and lock the door after them.
  Mrs Hall almost fell down the stairs in hysterics. She was convinced that the room 

was haunted by spirits, and that the stranger had somehow caused these to enter 
into her furniture.

	 	 “My	poor	mother	used	to	sit	in	that	chair,”	she	moaned!	To	think	it	should	rise	up	
against	me	now!

	 	 The	feeling	among	the	neighbours	was	that	the	trouble	was	caused	by	witchcraft.”
 46. Mrs Hall felt that the room was haunted by spirits because:
  (i) she could see evil spirits. (ii) she heard strange noises.
  (iii) uncanny things happened there. (iv) the door slammed shut.
 47. Pick the option that best describes how Mrs Hall must be feeling at the moment 

described in the extract.
  (i) stunned and furious  (ii) shocked and outraged
  (iii) outraged and nervous (iv) stunned and agitated
 48. Pick the sentence that brings out the meaning of ‘hysterics’ as used in the extract.
  (i) My friend and I were in splits when we saw the clown’s antics.
  (ii) I don’t know why I suddenly felt worried	about	flying	home.
  (iii) The sight of blood put the old man in a frenzy.
  (iv) The people who had witnessed the accident were spellbound.
 49. Pick the option that displays a cause → effect relationship.
  (i) pushed and locked out → hysterical (ii) rising of the chair → moaning
  (iii) troubled neighbours → witchcraft (iv) stranger → haunted spirits
 50. Pick the option that includes the correct matches of Column A with Column B.

Column A Column B
I. The stranger was (i) eccentric, lonely and callous

II. He had escaped (ii) eccentric, callous and short-tempered

III. He had an uncommon appearance (iii) from Iping to London

(iv) as he wore bandages round his forehead

  (i) I-(ii); II-(iv); III-(iii)   (ii) I-(i); II-(iii); III-(iv)
  (iii) I-(iii); II-(ii); III-(i)   (iv) I-(ii); II-(iii); III-(iv)
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 IX. Attempt the following.
 51. Where was Lencho’s house located?
  (i) At the top of a hill   (ii) In the valley
  (iii) In the market place   (iv) In the plains
 52. Nelson Mandela realised that his boyhood freedom was:
  (i) real   (ii) an illusion
  (iii) very enjoyable   (iv) perfect
 53. Why was the young seagull sitting alone on the ledge?
  (i)	He	was	quite	afraid.		 (ii) He loved to sit there.
  (iii)	He	hated	flying.	 	 	 (iv)	He	had	no	guts	to	fly	in	the	air.
 54. How did Anne describe her father?
  (i) As the strictest person. (ii) As the most adorable person.
  (iii) As the richest man.   (iv)	As	a	selfish	man.
 55.	 The	poet	compares	fire	and	ice	with:
  (i) human desire   (ii) human hatred
  (iii) Both (i) and (ii)   (iv) Neither (i) nor (ii)
 56. According to Robert Frost, ‘hatred’ has the same adverse impact on us as:
  (i) love   (ii) desire
  (iii) jealousy   (iv) None of these
 57.	 Why	did	Mrs	Hall	want	to	be	friendly	with	Griffin?
  (i) She wanted to know about his reality. 
  (ii) She was sociable.   (iii) He was a good guest.
  (iv) His behaviour was nice.
 58. What kind of man was Jaffers?
  (i) A man of determination (ii) A duty bound man
  (iii) A law-abiding man   (iv) All of these
 59. What surprised Tricki’s mistress?
  (i) His ill health.   (ii)	His	quick	recovery.
  (iii) His slow recovery.   (iv) Dr Herriot’s nature.
 60. Tears shone in Mrs Pumphrey’s eyes because:
  (i) she was sad to see Tricki weeping.
  (ii) she was angry with the vet.
  (iii) she was unhappy as Tricki did not greet her.
  (iv) she was happy to see Tricki recovered.

qqq
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Time Allowed: 90 Minutes Maximum Marks: 40

General Instructions:
For instructions, please refer to Sample Paper-1.

READING
 I. Read the passage carefully. 
 I. Happiness is not something far away and unattainable. Happiness does not depend 

on circumstances or objects. It is an inseparable part of our consciousness, of our 
essence, but hidden and covered from sight by our thoughts, desires and worries. We 
all seek happiness but few, very-few, indeed, get it. We are unhappy partly because 
we desire much more than what we can hope to attain. Our countless desires are 
hard	to	be	satisfied.	And	that	is	what	makes	us	so	sad	in	life.	The	secret	of	happiness	
lies	in	the	simplification	of	life.	Simple	living	encourages	high	thinking.	It	leads	to	
contentment. Contentment gives us inner wealth, the wealth of the mind and of the 
soul.

 II. A contented man devotes himself to virtues; a man can feel true happiness. I do not 
mean	that	for	simplification	of	life,	a	man	should	become	an	ascetic.	The	happiness	
of a sadhu is of a negative kind. I want positive kind of happiness. For this I must 
live in the midst of life and faithfully carry out my responsibilities to my home and 
my	country.	But	all	this	should	be	done	in	the	spirit	of	selfless	service.

 III. A man, who wants to lead a happy life, should also make others happy. In making 
others happy he will taste real and lasting happiness. There is a kind of joy in serving 
others	with	virtuous	motives,	in	sacrificing	what	one	has	for	the	good	of	others.	An	
act of goodness is of itself an act of happiness. The secret of perfect happiness lies in 
renunciation.

	 IV.	Wealth	may	give	us	joy	for	a	while	and	fame	may	provide	us	with	fleeting	excitement.	
But they cannot give us permanent happiness. Kings have everything to make them 
happy and yet they feel unhappy. It is because they do not practise renunciation. 
There	is	a	sense	of	 joy	 in	doing	one’s	work	honestly	and	efficiently.	A	research-
worker feels joy in research and a journalist in writing. In doing one’s duty sincerely, 
one feels peace of mind which is an important essence of happiness. It is only by 
cultivating	spirit	of	renunciation,	self-sacrifice,	contentment	and	science	work	that	one	 
can really be happy. The strings of misfortune spare none but they will not cow such 
a person.

 V. Happiness is like the sun, it is often hidden by the clouds of thoughts, worries and 
desires. We have to scatter and dissolve them to experience happiness. You don’t 
have to create happiness. All you have to do is calm your mind, because when there 
is	a	quiet	mind	and	inner peace, there is happiness.

Sample Paper - 3
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any eight out of the ten 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 1. Which of the following is the correct chain of things, as mentioned in the passage, 

leading to happiness?
  (i) contentment, high thinking, simple living, inner wealth
  (ii) simple living, high thinking, inner wealth, contentment
  (iii) high thinking, simple living, inner wealth, contentment
  (iv) simple living, high thinking, contentment, inner wealth
 2. What does a contented man do?
  (i) He assimilates the basic virtues of life.
  (ii) He faces boldly the adversities of life.
  (iii) He encounters the strings of misfortunes.
  (iv) He gives up bad habits effortlessly.
 3. What, according to the passage, is a positive kind of happiness?
  (i) Keeping our motives and feelings under control.
  (ii) Love for life and a country.
  (iii) Leading a simple life of an ascetic.
  (iv)	Carrying	out	all	worldly	activities	in	the	spirit	of	selfless	service.
 4. A man who wants to live a happy life should:
  (i) make others happy.   (ii) master the art of renunciation.
  (iii) pursue wealth and fame. (iv) inculcate the virtues of life.
 5.	 Which	of	the	following	is	OPPOSITE	in	meaning	to	the	word	‘fleeting’	as	used	in	the	

passage?
  (i) Permanent   (ii) Passing
  (iii) Fast   (iv) Momentary
 6. Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE in the context of the passage?
  (i) One feels peace of mind in doing one’s duty sincerely.
  (ii) Renunciation is the result of perfect happiness.
  (iii) Multiplicity of desires make us unhappy.
  (iv) Making others happy makes one happy.
 7.	 	The	phrase	“cow	a	person”	refers	to	get	someone:
  (i) spared   (ii) caught
  (iii) scared   (iv) provoked
 8. Which of the following statements is TRUE in the context of the passage?
  (i) Human beings seldom seek happiness.
  (ii) Doing one’s work sincerely hardly makes one happy.
  (iii) Peace of mind is tangent to happiness.
  (iv) Simple life is like a life of an ascetic.
 9.	 Select	the	option	that	makes	the	correct	use	of	“unattainable”,	as	used	in	the	passage,	

to	fill	in	the	blank	space.
  (i) ...................... development implies a long-term perspective.
  (ii) Keep goals small so they are more easily ...................... .
  (iii) Diabetes is ...................... but not curable.
  (iv) Some economists think that 100% employment in India is an ...................... goal.
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 10. Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage from the given 
quotes.

“Life is about 
creating and 
living experiences 
that are worth 
sharing.”

— Steve Jobs

“Imagination is 
more important 
than	knowledge.”

— Albert Einstein

“Happiness is 
not something 
readymade; it 
comes from your 
own	actions.”

— Dalai Lama

“When you want 
something, all the 
universe conspires 
in helping you to 
achieve	it.”

— Paulo Coelho
(1) (2) (3) (4)

  (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)

 II. Read the passage carefully. 
 I. The incidence of dengue has grown dramatically around the world in recent decades. 

A vast majority of cases are asymptomatic or mild and self-managed, and hence 
the actual numbers of dengue cases are underreported or often misdiagnosed. One 
estimate indicates 390 million dengue virus infections per year (95% credible interval 
284–528 million), of which 96 million (67–136 million) manifest clinically (with any 
severity of disease). The number of dengue cases reported to WHO increased over 8 
fold over the last two decades.

 II. This alarming increase in case numbers is partly explained by a change in national 
practices to record and report dengue to the Ministries of Health, and to the WHO. 
But it also represents government recognition of the burden, and therefore the 
pertinence to report dengue disease. Before 1970, only 9 countries had experienced 
severe dengue epidemics. The disease is now endemic in more than 100 countries in 
the WHO regions of Africa, the Americas, the Eastern Mediterranean, South-East 
Asia	and	the	Western	Pacific.	The	America,	South-East	Asia	and	Western	Pacific	
regions are the most seriously affected, with Asia representing ~70% of the global 
burden of disease.

 III. In 2020, dengue continues to affect several countries, with reports of increases in the 
numbers of cases in Bangladesh, Brazil, Cook Islands, Ecuador, India, Indonesia, 
Maldives, Mauritania, Mayotte (Fr), Nepal, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, 
Timor-Leste and Yemen. The largest number of dengue cases ever reported globally 
was in 2019. All regions were affected, and dengue transmission was recorded in 
Afghanistan	for	the	first	time.	The	first	dengue	vaccine,	Dengvaxia®	(CYD-TDV)	
developed	by	Sanofi	Pasteur	was	 licensed	in	December	2015	and	has	now	been	
approved by regulatory authorities in ~20 countries. In November 2017, the results 
of an additional analysis to retrospectively determine serostatus at the time of 
vaccination were released.

 IV. As described in the WHO position paper on the Dengvaxia vaccine (September 2018) 
the	dengue	vaccine	CYD-TDV	has	been	shown	in	clinical	trials	to	be	efficacious	
and safe in persons who have had a previous dengue virus infection. However, it 
carries	an	increased	risk	of	severe	dengue	in	those	who	experience	their	first	natural	
dengue infection after vaccination. For countries considering vaccination as part 
of their dengue control programme, pre-vaccination screening is the recommended  
strategy.
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Based on your understanding of the passage, answer any six out of the eight 
questions by choosing the correct option.
 11. In the line, ‘and therefore the pertinence to report dengue disease’, the word 

‘pertinence’ DOES NOT mean:
  (i) importance   (ii) ignorance
  (iii) relevance   (iv) appropriateness
 12. According to the WHO report, around 70% of the dengue cases from around the  

world:
  (i) affect people in Asia. (ii) misdiagnosed in Asia.
  (iii) do not occur in Asia .  (iv) remain untreated in Asia.
 13. The actual number of dengue cases is more than the figures in the reports  

because:
  (i) there has been a misprint. (ii) cases are reported late.
  (iii) cases are under-reported. (iv) cases constantly increase.
 14. Choose the option that is correct about the rise in the number of dengue cases.
  (i) Rise in dengue is due to rise in tourism.
  (ii) Dengue is being tested and reported in vast numbers.
  (iii) Dengue is a communicable disease.
  (iv) Dengue spread is uncontrollable.
 15. Which statement is NOT TRUE about the dengue vaccine as stated in the report?
  (i) Dengue vaccine works effectively on people who have been infected before.
  (ii) Dengue vaccine works effectively on people who haven’t been infected before.
  (iii) Dengue vaccine must be administered to people in the countries where it is an 

endemic.
  (iv) Dengue vaccine has been in clinical trials but the results are not as expected.
 16. What does the word ‘endemic’ refer to?
  (i) Disease regularly found in people of a certain area.
  (ii) Disease irregularly found in people of a certain area.
  (iii) Disease regularly found in people anywhere.
  (iv) Disease irregularly found in people anywhere.
 17. What is the above report informing us about? Choose the most appropriate  

response.
  (i) Spread of dengue and its effects around the world.
  (ii) Spread of dengue and its under-reportage.
  (iii) Spread of dengue and how it affects Asia.
  (iv) Spread of dengue and directions on the use of vaccine.
 18. Choose which statement is NOT TRUE as per the report.
  (i) Pre-screening must be done before administering the vaccine.
  (ii) Pre-screening must not be done before administering the vaccine.
  (iii) Pre-screening helps to identify people who have been dengue positive in the  

past.
  (iv) Pre-screening allows to target people who can be administered the vaccine.
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GRAMMAR AND WRITING

Grammar
 III. Answer any five out of the six questions by selecting the most appropriate 

option for each.
 19. The patient ................. before the doctor came.
  (i) died (ii) have died (iii) had died (iv) dies
 20. He works hard lest he ................. fail.
  (i) must (ii) should (iii) can (iv) would
 21. A number of people ................. reported to be missing in the train accident.
  (i) was (ii) have (iii) were (iv) has
 22. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
  Aryan said, “Hurrah! We won the match.”
  (i) Aryan exclaimed with surprise that he won the match.
  (ii) Aryan said that they had won the match. 
  (iii) Aryan declared with joy that they had won the match.
  (iv) Aryan exclaimed with joy that they had won the match.
 23. Which option displays the correct change of the following to reported speech?
  Yashita said to Yash, “Let us play badminton.”
  (i) Yashita ordered Yash to play badminton.
  (ii) Yashita suggested Yash that they should play badminton.
  (iii)	Yashita	requested	Yash	that	they	should	play	badminton.
  (iv) Yashita suggested Yash that they must play badminton.
 24. Every boy and every girl of the class ................. in the song competition.
  (i) has participated   (ii) have participated
  (iii) participate   (iv) were participating

Writing
 IV. Answer any five out of the six questions given, with reference to the context 

below.
	 	 You	are	Pranay	of	43/4,	Pathan	Mohalla,	Hyderabad,	Telangana.	You	bought	a	

washing machine (Automatic) from Nawab Electronics, Secundrabad. Within a week 
you discovered that the machine was not washing clothes properly. Write a letter to 
the dealer asking him for its replacement at the earliest.

 25. Which option lists the relevant aspects for Pranay to write this letter?
  (1) Cash memo number  (2) The price of the machine
  (3) Name and address of the shop (4) The description of the machine
  (5) Formal tone
  (i) (2), (4) and (5) (ii) (1), (3) and (5) (iii) (2), (3) and (5) (iv) (1), (3) and (4)
 26.	 Which	of	these	subjects	best	fits	for	this	letter?
  (i) Inferior washing machine
  (ii) Unsatisfactory services given by washing machine
  (iii) Complaint about defective washing machine
  (iv) Irritating washing machine
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 27. Which option can be selected by Pranay to describe his problem?

  1. •	defects	were	noticed
•	irritating	sound
•	quality	service

 2. •	unsatisfactory	service
•	defects	were	noticed
•	makes	unpleasant	sound

  3. •	irritating	sound
•	working	smoothly
•	some	defects	were	found

 4. •	quality	service
•	excellent	service
•	contains	minor	defect

  (i) Option (1)   (ii) Option (2)
  (iii) Option (3)   (iv) Option (4)
 28. Which option completes the starting line of Pranay’s letter appropriately?
  I am (a) ............ to express my (b) ................. at the supply of a defective washing 

machine.
  (i) (a) reluctant (b) idea  (ii) (a) pleased (b) views
  (iii) (a) constrained (b) resentment (iv) (a) sorry (b) regret
 29.	 Which	option	correctly	justifies	the	choice	of	the	concluding	portion	of	the	letter?
  (1) You are requested to do the needful.
  (2) Please replace the defective washing machine at the earliest.
  (i) No, to option (1) because of the authoritative tone.
  (ii) Yes, to option (1)	because	of	the	tone	of	polite	request.
  (iii) No, to option (2) because of the informal tone.
  (iv) No, to option (2) because of the commanding tone.
 30. Which option completes the concluding line appropriately?
  I hope this letter will ..............................................................
  (i) hasten you to resolve my problem.
  (ii) make you aware about the shortcomings of your goods.
  (iii) not affect our cordial relation and my problem will be resolved.
  (iv) pressurise you to resolve our problem at the earliest.

LITERATURE
This	section	has	sub-sections	–	V,	VI,	VII,	VIII	&	IX.	There	are	a	total	of	30	questions	in	
this	section.	Attempt	any	26	questions	from	the	sub-sections	V	to	IX.

 V. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  “We, who were outlaws not so long ago, have today been given the rare privilege to 

be host to the nations of the world on our own soil. We thank all of our distinguished 
international guests for having come to take possession with the people of our 
country of what is, after all, a common victory for justice, for peace, for human  
dignity.”

 31. The guests at the spectacular ceremony are being called distinguished because:
  (i) they have been invited as guests to attend it.
  (ii) they are eminent world leaders witnessing it.
  (iii) they are visiting the country for this purpose.
  (iv) they have resumed diplomatic relations with the country.
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 32. It is a victory for ‘human dignity’. Pick the option that lists the correct answer for 
what ‘human dignity’ would include.

  (i) (a)	equality	 (b) liberty (c) indecency
  (ii) (a) liberty (b) indecency (c) self-respect
  (iii) (a) immorality (b) self-respect (c)	equality
  (iv) (a)	equality	 (b) liberty (c) self-respect
 33. Why does the speaker say that it is a ‘rare privilege’?
  He says this as they have:
  (i) been deprived of this honour.
  (ii) seldom been given this honour.
  (iii)	experienced	it	for	the	first	time.
  (iv) been chosen over other countries, for this honour.
 34.	 How	do	you	think	the	speaker	feels?	Choose	the	option	that	best	fits	his	state	of	 

mind.

I feel.....

  (i) (a) emotional (b) elated (c) unmindful
  (ii) (a) elated (b) unmindful (c) overwhelmed
  (iii) (a) overwhelmed (b) elated (c) honoured
  (iv) (a) elated (b) honoured (c) unmindful
 35. Pick the option that showcases the usage of ‘host’ as in the extract.
  (i) He was praised for his hospitality as the host of the party.
  (ii) She was able to host the event without any hindrance.
  (iii) She met the host and apologised for her friend’s misbehaviour.
  (iv) He is the best host that one can ever come across.

 VI. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  Weeks went by and still Wanda did not answer.
  Peggy had begun to forget the whole business, and Maddie put herself to sleep at 

night making speeches about Wanda, defending her from great crowds of girls who 
were	trying	to	tease	her	with,	“How	many	dresses	have	you	got?”	And	before	Wanda	
could press her lips together in a tight line, the way she did before answering, Maddie 
would	cry	out,	“Stop!”

 36. Which primary feelings of Maddie does the extract reveal?
  (i) guilt, regret and righteousness (ii) guilt and shame
  (iii) shame, regret and courage (iv) courage and righteousness
 37. Which of the following is most likely to be a part of Maddie’s speech?
  (i)	Stop!	I	think	it’s	about	time	we	asked	her	a	new	question.	This	is	not	fun	anymore.	

How about her faded dress?
  (ii)	Stop!	Don’t	you	know	that	I’m	the	one	who	had	to	lead	in	Peggy’s	absence?	This	

is unacceptable.
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  (iii)	Stop!	How	dare	you	all	join	in	without	Peggy’s	permission?	Don’t	you	know	she’d	
be angry?

  (iv)	Stop!	Aren’t	you	all	ashamed	of	yourself?	Why	do	you	trouble	her?	She	means	no	
harm to anyone.

 38. Choose the declaration which is likely to be received with the pressing of lips together 
in a tight line.

  

(2)  Hello mom, just wanted 
to inform you that I have 
qualified	for	the	final	round	
of malkhamb.

(3)  Hello mom, just wanted to 
inform you that Dad would be 
taking me for the music class 
today.

(4)  Hello mom, just wanted to 
inform you that my online 
class for English has been 
rescheduled.

(1)   Hello mom, just wanted to 
inform you that I forgot to 
do my Biology homework. 
yesterday & have been given 
a diary note for you to sign.

  (i) Option 1 (ii) Option 2 (iii) Option 3 (iv) Option 4
 39. Pick the option with a cause-effect relation, with reference to the given extract.
  (i) Wanda’s absence— Peggy missing Wanda
  (ii) Maddie’s need to make amends – Confessing publicly
  (iii) Wanda’s absence – Maddie’s need to make amends
  (iv) Peggy teasing Wanda— Maddie’s stand against it
 40. Wanda didn’t reply to the letter for weeks.
  Pick the option that DOES NOT supply a possible reason for this, from those given 

below.
  (i) The letter took more than a couple of weeks reaching her as it didn’t have an 

address and needed to be forwarded.
  (ii) She needed time to forgive Maddie and Peggy and think her reply through.
  (iii) Peggy had second thoughts after mailing the letter and reclaimed it from the post 

office,	to	mail	weeks	later.
  (iv) She was occupied with settling in at the new school in the city.

 VII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  The way a crow
  Shook down on me
  The dust of snow
  From a hemlock tree
  Has given my heart
  A change of mood
  And saved some part
  Of a day I had rued.
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 41. Of the many symbols the hemlock tree represents, choose the one that Frost drew 
upon in all likelihood, for this poem.

  (i) Symbol of longevity   (ii) Symbol of togetherness
  (iii) Symbol of healing   (iv) Symbol of protection
 42. Choose the option that lists the possible feelings of the poet prior to the experience 

shared in the poem.
  1. reassured 2. disappointed 3. curious 4. demotivated
  5. thankful 6. disheartened 7. impulsive
  (i) 1, 3 & 7   (ii) 2, 4 & 6
  (iii) 5 & 7   (iv) 1 & 3
 43. Identify the option that DOES NOT use the word ‘rue’ correctly.
  (i)	The	film	was	a	disaster	and	he	rued his decision to act in it.
  (ii) I am sure she rued the day she listened to a fortune-teller.
  (iii) It wasn’t long before I rued my disobedience and my deceit.
  (iv)	The	one	who	is	dishonest	and	heartless	is	finally	rued by others.
 44. Synecdoche is a poetic device that uses a part to represent the whole. E.g. That’s a 

great	set	of	wheels!	(Set of wheels has been used for car.)
  Pick an example of synecdoche from the poem.
  (i)	Has	given	my	heart	/	A	change	of	mood
  (ii)	The	way	a	crow/	Shook	down	on	me
  (iii)	The	dust	of	snow	/	From	a	hemlock	tree
  (iv)	And	saved	some	part	/	Of	a	day	I	had	rued
 45. Choose the option showing the reason NOT corresponding with “… a crow / Shook 

down on me	/	The dust of snow”.
  (i) The crow’s landing on the branch of the tree.
  (ii) The shivering of the crow, due to the cold.
  (iii) The readjustment of position of the crow on the branch.
  (iv) The cawing of the crow hidden in the foliage.

 VIII. Read the given extract to attempt the questions that follow:
  The entire staff was roused and maids rushed in and out bringing his day bed, his 

night bed, favourite cushions, toys and rubber rings, breakfast bowl, lunch bowl, 
supper bowl. Realising that my car would never hold all the stuff, I started to drive 
away. As I moved off, Mrs Pumphrey, with a despairing cry, threw an armful of the 
little coats through the window. I looked in the mirror before I turned the corner of the 
drive; everybody was in tears. Out on the road, I glanced down at the pathetic little 
animal gasping on the seat by my side. I patted the head and Tricki made a brave 
effort	to	wag	his	tail.	“Poor	old	lad,”	I	said.	“You	haven’t	a	kick	in	you	but	I	think	I	
know	a	cure	for	you.”

 46. What might the atmosphere of the household in the above extract signify?
  (i)	Mrs	Pumphrey’s	status	in	society	reflected	in	Tricki’s	lifestyle.
  (ii) The staff’s love for Tricki, which matched that of Mrs Pumphrey.
  (iii) The grand life of comforts and luxuries that Tricki enjoyed.
  (iv) Mrs Pumphrey’s indulgence and anxiety acted upon by the staff.
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 47.	 Given	below	are	emoticons	reflecting	various	expressions	and	reactions.	Choose	the	
option that correctly describes the narrator’s mindset in the given extract.

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)

  (i) Options (1) and (3)   (ii) Options (2) and (4)
  (iii) Options (3) and (5)   (iv) Options (2) and (5)
 48.	 Given	below	are	some	well-known	quotes	shared	by	the	staff	to	console	Mrs	Pumphrey	

after Tricki’s departure.
	 	 Choose	the	option	that	correctly	identifies	the	quote	that	is	NOT	appropriate	to	the	

consolation offered.

Once you choose, hope 
anything is possible.
—Christopher Reeve

There is a crack in 
everything, that’s how 

the light gets in.
—Leonard Cohen

We grow fearless by 
walking into our fears.

—Robin Sharma

Mostly it is Loss which 
Teaches us about the Worth 

of Things.
—Arthur Schopenhauer

(1) (2) (3) (4)

  (i) Option (1) (ii) Option (2) (iii) Option (3) (iv) Option (4)
 49. As the extract indicates, Mrs Pumphrey indulged Tricki and bought him many things.
	 	 Choose	the	option	that	best	describes	the	kinds	of	advertisement/s	that	seem	likely	

to persuade Mrs Pumphrey to buy something for Tricki.
  1. Statistics Appeal: Such advertisements use facts and data to convince consumers 

to buy products.
  2. Scarcity Appeal: Such advertisements create a feeling of exclusivity and are 

often used to convince people to take advantage of a sale or limited period offer.
  3. Personal Appeal: Such advertisements focus on evoking emotions to convince 

consumers and often relate to family or other inter-personal interactions.
  4. Fear Appeal: Such advertisements focus on inspiring some kind of fear to 

convince consumers to take action in order to avoid certain negative or undesirable 
consequences.

  (i) Options 1, 2 and 4   (ii) Options 3 and 4
  (iii) Options 1, 3 and 4   (iv) Option 2 only
 50.	 The	narrator	describes	Tricki	as	a	“pathetic	 little	animal”.	The	use	of	the	word	

‘pathetic’ indicates that the narrator
  (i) was very fond of Tricki. (ii) thought Tricki was contemptible.
  (iii) pitied Tricki’s condition. (iv) believed Tricki’s health was deteriorating.

 IX. Attempt the following.
 51. What was Wanda’s drawings remarkable for?
  (i) Dazzling colours   (ii) Wrapping paper
  (iii) Brilliant designs   (iv) Both (i) and (iii)
 52. The whole school thought that:
  (i) Wanda was a dull girl. (ii) Wanda was a dumb girl.
  (iii) Wanda was a lonely girl. (iv) Wanda was a nice and wonderful girl

D:\Finals\EG_English_10-(LL)_(Term-1)_(14-09-2021)\Open_Files\04_Sec-D_(SP_2-3) 
 \ 14-Sep-2021  Praveen Kumar   Proof-3 Reader’s Sign _______________________ Date __________



168     English languagE & litEraturE-X

 53. According to Anne, paper has:
  (i) more patience than people. (ii) more power than people.
  (iii) more appeal than people. (iv) more value than people.
 54. Writing a diary for Anne Frank was:
  (i) a really strange experience. (ii) a really bad experience.
  (iii) a really pleasant experience. (iv) a really unpleasant experience.
 55. What did the young seagull get as reward for his efforts?
  (i) A piece of cake   (ii) A new home
  (iii)	Scraps	of	dog-fish	 	 	 (iv) More friends
 56. ‘‘Don’t be so upset, even though this seems like a total loss. Remember, no one dies 

of hunger.’’ Who is the speaker here?
  (i) Mr Keesing   (ii) Miss Mason
  (iii) Lencho   (iv) Anil
 57. At the surgery, what treatment was given to Tricki?
  (i) Two vaccines   (ii) A small surgery
  (iii) Expensive food   (iv) No medical treatment was given
 58. Constable Jaffers was knocked unconscious by:
  (i)	Griffin	 	 	 (ii) Mrs Hall
  (iii) the men at the inn   (iv) Anil
 59. According to Mandela, no one is born .................. another person because of the colour 

of his skin.
  (i) caring   (ii) hating
  (iii) watching   (iv) holding
 60. Maddie spent the afternoon with Peggy writing a letter to:
  (i) Wanda’s brother   (ii) Wanda’s father
  (iii) Miss Mason   (iv) Wanda Petronski

qqq
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ANSWERS TO SAMPLE PAPERS

Sample Paper-1

 I.  1. (i) balanced in our emotions.
  2. (iii) respect the origins from where we have grown.
  3. (iv) Everyone is dependent on each other
  4. (iii) Selfless assistance to help others.
  5. (ii) remaining hidden.
  6. (ii) workaholic (work+ alcoholic)
  7. (iii) (1), (4) and (5)
  8. (iv) Nothing lasts forever.
  9. (iv) Having free time for ourselves.
  10. (ii)  Look deep into nature, and then you will understand everything better.  

– A. Einstein
 II. 11. (iv) connect between books and films.
  12. (i) (1) is the result of (2).
  13. (ii) A major chunk of sales took place in the year 2017.
  14. (ii) the films get advantage of the fame of books.
  15. (iv) (1), (2) and (4)
  16. (i) books.
  17. (i) increased the immediate sales of the book.
  18. (iii) gain from each other’s popularity.
 III. 19. (ii) must not
  20. (i) much
  21. (iii) will have taken
  22. (ii) Sunitha asked Venkat how much the rent for his flat was.
  23. (iv) She said that she had told Damanjit to send an e-mail to me three days before.
  24. (iv) had hidden
 IV. 25. (iv) (1), (3) and (4)
  26. (iv) Inconvenience Faced by the Differently-abled at Tourist Spots
  27. (iii) •  Absence of ramps for wheelchairs

•  Tourist guides untrained in sign language
•  Lack of braille-script tourist pamphlets

  28. (ii) (a) perceptions and attitudes (b) cautioning the authorities
  29. (iii) Yes, to Option (2) because of the tone of polite expectation.
  30. (i) help spread awareness about the issue.
 V. 31. (iii) it influenced a generation to fight against injustice.
  32. (iv) demonstrated utmost strength to oppose the system.
  33. (i) his countrymen
  34. (ii) committed
  35. (ii) oppression
 VI. 36. (ii) (1), (3) and (4)
  37. (iii) (1) furthers the meaning of (2)
  38. (ii) dissatisfied
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  39. (i) He is out for picnic with his friends and they are laughing and singing together.
  40. (iv) She is unable to have a satisfying conversation.
 VII. 41. (iv) Money can only buy materialistic things and can be earned again, when lost.
  42. (i) (1), (2) and (5)
  43. (ii) resilient
  44. (i) An observer
  45. (ii) our experiences.
 VIII. 46. (ii) staged move
  47. (i) Deceit
  48. (iii) (1), (2) and (4)
  49. (iii) (2) is the cause for (1)
  50. (iv) linger
 IX. 51. (iv) dismissive
  52. (iii) have the same opinion as
  53. (iii) let him overcome his fear.
  54. (ii) observe and partake in the joke on Wanda
  55. (i) hemlock tree; crow
  56. (ii) it had recently been attained with lots of struggle.
  57. (iii) suppressed.
  58. (iv) brilliant, but lawless
  59. (i) uninteresting
  60. (iv) the planned venture was fruitful.

Sample Paper-2

 1. (i) 2. (iv)  3. (i) 4. (ii)  5. (i)  6. (iv)
 7. (iii)  8. (ii) 9. (iii)  10. (i)  11. (iv)  12. (iv)
 13. (iii) 14. (iv)  15. (iv)  16. (iv)  17. (iv)  18. (iii)
 19. (iii)  20. (ii)  21. (ii) 22. (iv) 23. (iii) 24. (ii)
 25. (iv)  26. (ii)  27. (ii) 28. (iii) 29. (iv) 30. (ii)
 31. (ii)  32. (iii)  33. (ii) 34. (iv) 35. (iii) 36. (ii)
 37. (iii)  38. (iv)  39. (i) 40. (ii) 41. (ii) 42. (iii)
 43. (i) 44. (i) 45. (ii) 46. (iii) 47. (iv) 48. (iii)
 49. (i) 50. (iv) 51. (i) 52. (ii) 53. (iv) 54. (ii)
 55. (iii) 56. (ii) 57. (i) 58. (iv) 59. (ii) 60. (iv)

Sample Paper-3

 1. (iv) 2. (i)  3. (iv) 4. (i)  5. (i)  6. (ii)
 7. (iii)  8. (iv) 9. (iv)  10. (iii)  11. (ii)  12. (i)
 13. (iii) 14. (ii)  15. (ii)  16. (i)  17. (iv)  18. (ii)
 19. (iii)  20. (ii)  21. (iii) 22. (iv) 23. (ii) 24. (i)
 25. (ii)  26. (iii)  27. (ii) 28. (iii) 29. (ii) 30. (iii)
 31. (ii)  32. (iv)  33. (iii) 34. (iii) 35. (ii) 36. (iii)
 37. (iv)  38. (i)  39. (iii) 40. (iii) 41. (iii) 42. (ii)
 43. (iv) 44. (i) 45. (iv) 46. (iv) 47. (ii) 48. (iv)
 49. (ii) 50. (iii) 51. (iv) 52. (ii) 53. (i) 54. (i)
 55. (iii) 56. (iii) 57. (iv) 58. (i) 59. (ii) 60. (iv)

qqq
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