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Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

The 1890s and early 1900s were not only a phase of moderate struggle in India, but 

also in South Africa. In what ways did Gandhiji’s South African experience prepare him 

for leadership in India? Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question:   
The methods used by Indians in their struggle in South Africa, and Gandhiji’s experience in the course 
of that struggle. 
Directive word:  
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Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin your answer by writing briefly what problems Indians in South Africa faced, at around the time 
of Gandhiji’s arrival in the country. 
Body: 
List out the tools of protest/struggle used during the moderate phase of struggle in the Indian 
National Movement, then with respect to South African Indians. Mention various agitations 
undertaken by Gandhi while in Africa. Mention their impact. 
Write what some of the learnings for Gandhi were in leading Indians against authorities in power (ex: 
he learnt how to handle religious diversity). 
Conclusion: 
End your answer by briefly writing how well known Gandhiji already was among a few leaders and 
masses by when he returned to India. 
Introduction 

In South Africa Gandhiji witnessed the ugly face of white racism and the humiliation and contempt 

to which Asians who had gone to South Africa as labourers were subjected. He decided to stay in 

South Africa to organise the Indian workers to enable them to fight for their rights. He stayed there 

till 1914 after which he returned to India. 

Body 

Gandhi led struggle in South Africa 

 Moderate phase of struggle: During this phase, Gandhi relied on sending petitions and 

memorials to the authorities in South Africa and in Britain, hoping that once the authorities 

were informed of the plight of Indians, they would take sincere steps to redress their 

grievances as the Indians were, after all, British subjects. 

 Satyagraha against Registration Certificates (1906): A new legislation in South Africa made 

it compulsory for Indians there to carry at all times certificates of registration with their 

fingerprints. 

o The Indians under Gandhi’s leadership decided not to submit to this discriminatory 

measure. 

o Gandhi formed the Passive Resistance Association to conduct the campaign. 

o The Government jailed Gandhi and others who refused to register themselves. 

 Campaign against Restrictions on Indian Migration: The earlier campaign was widened to 

include protest against a new legislation imposing restrictions on Indian migration. 

o The Indians defied this law by crossing over from one province to another and by 

refusing to produce licences. Many of these Indians were jailed. 

 Setting up of Tolstoy Farm: As it became rather difficult to sustain the high pitch of the 

struggle, Gandhi decided to devote all his attention to the struggle. 

o The Tolstoy Farm was meant to house the families of the satyagrahis and to give 

them a way to sustain themselves. 
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 Campaign against Poll Tax and Invalidation of Indian Marriages: 

o A poll tax of three pounds was imposed on all Ex indentured Indians, which was a 

burden for the poor Indians. 

o In 1913, he fought against the override of non-Christian marriages. 

Learnings from South Africa experience 

 Gandhi through his experience of organizing protest in South Africa learnt: 

 That the masses had immense capacity to participate in and sacrifice for a cause that 

moved them. 

 He was able to unite Indians belonging to different religions and classes, and men and 

women alike under his leadership. 

 He also came to realise that at times the leaders have to take decisions unpopular with 

their enthusiastic supporters. 

 He was able to evolve his own style of leadership and politics and new techniques of 

struggle on a limited scale, untrammelled by the opposition of contending political currents. 

 As Gandhi took the charge of Indian National Movement, he slowly introduced his distinctive 

Gandhian methods of protest like truth, non-violence, civil obedience, non-

cooperation which he evolved in South Africa. 

 Gandhi also brought women in to Indian National movement, during his organization of 

protest in Africa, as he was convinced of the inner strength of women. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi returned to India in January 1915 from South Africa. The Indian struggle against imperialism 

took a decisive turn towards a broad-based popular struggle with the emergence of Gandhi on the 

Indian political scene. 

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was a reformer, educationist and a moderniser within the 

Muslim community in the late nineteenth century. Discuss. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, an iconic social reformer and founder of the Aligarh Muslim University (AMU), 
which has completed 100 years, was born on October 17, 1817. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reformist contributions of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan to modern India. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write about how the Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was torch bearer of reforms of late 19th century among 
the Muslim community. 
Body: 
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In the first part, write in detail about the contributions to Modern Education and step taken by Sir 
Syed Ahmad Khan in this regard. 
Next, enumerate the steps taken by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan to work towards Hindu-Muslim Unity. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning the impact of the above measures taken by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan. 
Introduction 

Sir Syed Ahmed khan was a teacher, politician, social reformer etc and founder of Aligarh Muslim 

university. He has often been criticised as the father of Two nation theory which led to the formation 

of two separate nations i.e. India and Pakistan. It is erroneously believed by some historians that the 

Hindu-Muslim divide in India was the by-product of the two-nation theory which supposedly had its 

origin in Sir Syed’s ideology. 

Body 

 

Social Reformer:  

 He also pushed for social reforms and was a champion of democratic ideals and freedom of 

speech. 

 He was against religious intolerance, ignorance and irrationalism. He denounced purdah, 

polygamy and easy divorce. 

 Tahzebul Akhlaq(Social Reformer in English),a magazine founded by him, tried to 

awaken people’s consciousness on social and religious issues in a very expressive prose. 

Educationist:  
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 Sir Syed is, first and foremost, known for his pioneering role in transforming the educational 

opportunities for Muslims. 

 Sir Syed realised that Muslims could only make progress if they took to modern education. 

For this he started the Aligarh movement. 

 In 1877, he founded the Muhammadan Anglo Oriental College on the pattern of Oxford and 

Cambridge universities. The college later grew into Aligarh Muslim University. 

Moderniser: 

 His systemic movement aimed at reforming the social, political and educational aspects of 

the Muslim community. 

 The Aligarh Movement helped in the Muslim revival. It gave them a common language— 

Urdu. 

 The movement undertook to modernise Muslim’s education by adapting English as a 

medium of learning and western education rather than just focusing on traditional 

teachings. 

 Sir Syed established the Scientific Society in 1864,in Aligarh to translate Western works into 

Indian languages to prepare the Muslims to accept Western education and to inculcate 

scientific temperament among the Muslims. 

Conclusion: 

Throughout his life, Syed Ahmad Khan remonstrated against the practices of purdah, polygamy, easy 

divorce and many other fallacies in his community. His main priority was advancement of modern 

western education, in Muslim society. He believed that his community can only enhance their status 

and progress when the Muslims accept western scientific knowledge and culture. In AD 1864, he 

established the Translation Society at Aligarh. It was later renamed the Scientific Society. 

Value addition 

Critical of National Movement: 

 In his later years Sir Syed encouraged the Indian Muslims not to join the National Movement. 

He felt that education and not politics was needed by them. 

 In a way he encouraged the forces of communalism and separatism at this stage. 

Belief in multiculturalism: 

 Sir Syed believed in a multiculturalism under which all cultural communities must be entitled 

to equal status under state. 

 The view that people must be incorporated not merely as citizens but also members of 

distinct communities possessing multiple identities is one of the most cherished norms of 

liberal democratic traditions. This means rejection of “melting pot” and acceptance of “salad 

bowl” theory where integration rather than assimilation is the preferred choice. 

 Thus, under Article 29of the Indian Constitution, distinct cultural communities are entitled to 

preservation of their distinct language, script and culture. 
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The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

The 1890s and early 1900s were not only a phase of moderate struggle in India, but 

also in South Africa. In what ways did Gandhiji’s South African experience prepare him 

for leadership in India? Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Rajiv Ahir (Spectrum Publishers) 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question:   
The methods used by Indians in their struggle in South Africa, and Gandhiji’s experience in the course 
of that struggle. 
Directive word:  
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin your answer by writing briefly what problems Indians in South Africa faced, at around the time 
of Gandhiji’s arrival in the country. 
Body: 
List out the tools of protest/struggle used during the moderate phase of struggle in the Indian 
National Movement, then with respect to South African Indians. Mention various agitations 
undertaken by Gandhi while in Africa. Mention their impact. 
Write what some of the learnings for Gandhi were in leading Indians against authorities in power (ex: 
he learnt how to handle religious diversity). 
Conclusion: 
End your answer by briefly writing how well known Gandhiji already was among a few leaders and 
masses by when he returned to India. 
Introduction 

In South Africa Gandhiji witnessed the ugly face of white racism and the humiliation and contempt 

to which Asians who had gone to South Africa as labourers were subjected. He decided to stay in 

South Africa to organise the Indian workers to enable them to fight for their rights. He stayed there 

till 1914 after which he returned to India. 

Body 

Gandhi led struggle in South Africa 

 Moderate phase of struggle: During this phase, Gandhi relied on sending petitions and 

memorials to the authorities in South Africa and in Britain, hoping that once the authorities 

were informed of the plight of Indians, they would take sincere steps to redress their 

grievances as the Indians were, after all, British subjects. 

 Satyagraha against Registration Certificates (1906): A new legislation in South Africa made 

it compulsory for Indians there to carry at all times certificates of registration with their 

fingerprints. 
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o The Indians under Gandhi’s leadership decided not to submit to this discriminatory 

measure. 

o Gandhi formed the Passive Resistance Association to conduct the campaign. 

o The Government jailed Gandhi and others who refused to register themselves. 

 Campaign against Restrictions on Indian Migration: The earlier campaign was widened to 

include protest against a new legislation imposing restrictions on Indian migration. 

o The Indians defied this law by crossing over from one province to another and by 

refusing to produce licences. Many of these Indians were jailed. 

 Setting up of Tolstoy Farm: As it became rather difficult to sustain the high pitch of the 

struggle, Gandhi decided to devote all his attention to the struggle. 

o The Tolstoy Farm was meant to house the families of the satyagrahis and to give 

them a way to sustain themselves. 

 Campaign against Poll Tax and Invalidation of Indian Marriages: 

o A poll tax of three pounds was imposed on all Ex indentured Indians, which was a 

burden for the poor Indians. 

o In 1913, he fought against the override of non-Christian marriages. 

Learnings from South Africa experience 

 Gandhi through his experience of organizing protest in South Africa learnt: 

 That the masses had immense capacity to participate in and sacrifice for a cause that 

moved them. 

 He was able to unite Indians belonging to different religions and classes, and men and 

women alike under his leadership. 

 He also came to realise that at times the leaders have to take decisions unpopular with 

their enthusiastic supporters. 

 He was able to evolve his own style of leadership and politics and new techniques of 

struggle on a limited scale, untrammelled by the opposition of contending political currents. 

 As Gandhi took the charge of Indian National Movement, he slowly introduced his distinctive 

Gandhian methods of protest like truth, non-violence, civil obedience, non-

cooperation which he evolved in South Africa. 

 Gandhi also brought women in to Indian National movement, during his organization of 

protest in Africa, as he was convinced of the inner strength of women. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi returned to India in January 1915 from South Africa. The Indian struggle against imperialism 

took a decisive turn towards a broad-based popular struggle with the emergence of Gandhi on the 

Indian political scene. 
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It was from the latter part of 1927 that the curve of the mass anti-imperialist upsurge 

began to take a marked upward turn. What were some of the events that led up to 

the Civil Disobedience Movement? Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference:  India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question:   
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question:   
To list important events that took place 1927 onwards up to the start of the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start with a summary of what happened following the Non-Cooperation Movement up to 1927. 
Body: 
In first part, write how the British government’s actions (in 1927) proved to be the spark that lit the 
fire (Civil Disobedience Movement). 
Proceed to write how a new wave of youth embraced the idea of becoming freedom fighters, were 
influenced by socialism. Do not forget to mention the Nehru report, the reaction of youth to this 
report, Jinnah’s 14 points, Delhi manifesto etc. 
Conclusion: 
Write that the ignorance by the British government of Gandhi’s 11 point-demand triggered the start 
of the civil disobedience movement. 
Introduction 

The years 1927 to 1929 are termed are ‘gathering of storm’, in India’s struggle for freedom. The 

most immediate trigger was the setting up of an all-White seven member Simon commission, to 

decide on Constitutional reforms and whether India was ready for it. 

From here, a series of events led to the ultimate Civil Disobedience Movement in the year 1930. 

Body 

British government actions that triggered massive response 

 Response to Simon Commission: The response in India was immediate and unanimous. 

o That no Indian should be thought fit to serve on a body that claimed the right to 

decide the political future of India was an insult that no Indian of even the most 

moderate political opinion was willing to swallow. 

 Boycott by all factions: The call for a boycott of the Commission was endorsed by 

the Liberal Federation led by Tej Bahadur Sapru, by the Indian Industrial and Commercial 

Congress, arid by the Hindu Mahasabha the Muslim League even split on the issue, 

Mohammed Ali Jinnah carrying the majority with him in favour of boycott 

 INC resolution in 1927: Jawaharlal Nehru had even succeeded in getting passed a snap 

resolution declaring complete independence as the goal of the Congress. 
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 Lathi charge and brutalities: On 3 February 1928 all the major cities and towns observed a 

complete hartal, and people were out on the streets participating in mass rallies, 

processions and black-flag demonstrations. 

o Lajpat rai was fatally injured due to lathi blows on his chest. 

 Saunders Murder: It was Lajpat Rai’s death that Bhagat Singh and his comrades were 

seeking to avenge when they killed the white police official, Saunders, in December 1928. 

Events leading upto civil disobedience movement 

 Nehru Report: Meetings of the All-Parties Conference were held in February, May and 

August 1928 to finalize a scheme which popularly came to be known as the Nehru Report 

after Motilal Nehru, its principal author. 

o It was a response to challenge of Lord Birkenhead, who constantly harped on the 

inability of Indians to formulate a concrete scheme of constitutional reforms which 

had the support of wide sections of Indian political opinion. 

o Dominion status was envisaged in the report, however younger nationalists were 

opposed to it. 

 Reaction of younger nationalists: Congress decided that if the Government did not accept a 

constitution based on Dominion Status by the end of the year the Congress would not only 

adopt complete independence as its goal, but it would also launch a civil disobedience 

movement to attain that goal. 

 Jinnah’s 14 points: Declaring that the Nehru Report represented Hindu interests, he 

consolidated all the communal demands made by different communal organizations at 

different times into a single document which came to be known as Jinnah’s Fourteen Points. 

 Delhi Manifesto: As the round table conference was called to consider Simon report, 

a conference of major national leaders met and issued what came to be known as the Delhi 

manifesto. 

o They demanded that it should be made clear that the purpose of the Round Table 

Conference was not to discuss when Dominion Status should be granted, but to 

formulate a scheme for its implementation. 

o On 23 December Irwin himself told Gandhiji and the others that he was in no 

position to give the assurance they demanded. 

o The stage of negotiations was over and the stage of confrontation was about to 

begin. 

 Gandhi’s 11 point ultimatum: Gandhi gave a set of eleven demands to Lord Irwin, after 

which he threatened to launch a full blown civil disobedience movement. 

Conclusion 

Gandhi’s ultimatum of 31 January to Lord Irwin, stating the minimum demands in the form of II 

points, had been ignored, and there was only one way out: civil disobedience. In mid-February, 

1930, the Working Committee, meeting at Sabarmati Ashram, invested Gandhiji with fill powers to 
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launch the Civil Disobedience Movement at a time and place of his choice. Thus began the 

preparation for civil disobedience movement which severely reduced British legitimacy. 

The acceptance of Partition in 1947 was only the final act of a process of step-by-step 

concession to the League’s intransigent championing of a sovereign Muslim state. 

Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: India’s Struggle for Independence by Bipan Chandra. 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Concessions made to the Muslim league prior to the acceptance of partition. 
Directive word: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by writing that partition was the result of Congress’s inability over the course of the national 
movement to draw Muslim masses in large numbers into the struggle for freedom. 
Body: 
Introduce the June 3rd plan that was accepted by the Congress. Then trace in a chronological manner 
the concessions made by Congress to the League over the course of several years (autonomy of 
muslim majority provinces accepted in 1942, Gandhiji accepting right of self-determination in muslim 
majority provinces in 1944, etc.) 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with the note that partition turned out to be a bloody affair, as opposed to expectations 
that it would be free of any violence. 
Introduction 

In the 19th century when Indian nationalism grew, it was essentially anti-colonial in tone and anti-

British in texture, but not tinted with any religious fervour, howsoever predominant the Hindu voice 

in the all-India Congress. It was rightly monolithic, meaning that Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and all other 

communities were swept by anti-colonial nationalist feelings, the common platform being anti-

colonialism and anti-British. 

Over time, British policy of Divide and Rule created huge fault lines in the society leading to 

communal feelings that ultimately resulted in the partition. 

Body 

Chronology of events leading to partition 

 Cripps Mission: Autonomy of Muslim majority provinces was accepted in 1942 at the time 

of the Cripps Mission. 

 Talks with Jinnah: Gandhiji went a step further and accepted the right of self-

determination of Muslim majority provinces in his talks with Jinnah in 1944. 

 Cabinet mission plan: In June 1946, Congress conceded the possibility of Muslim majority 

provinces (which formed Group B and C of the Cabinet Mission Plan) setting up a separate 
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Constituent Assembly, but opposed compulsory grouping and upheld the right of NWFP 

and Assam not to join their groups if they so wished. 

o But by the end of the year, Nehru said he would accept the ruling of the Federal 

Court on whether grouping was compulsory or optional. 

 Compulsory grouping: The Congress accepted without demur the clarification by the British 

Cabinet in December, 1946 that grouping was compulsory. 

 CWC resolution: Congress officially referred to Partition in early March 1947 when a 

resolution was passed in the Congress Working Committee that Punjab (and by implication 

Bengal) must be partitioned if the country was divided. 

 The final act of surrender to the League’s demands was in June 1947 when Congress ended 

up accepting Partition under the 3rd June Plan. 

Analysis 

 Nehru, Patel and Gandhiji in 1947 were only accepting what had become inevitable because 

of the long- term failure of the Congress to draw in the Muslim masses into the national 

movement and stem the surging waves of Muslim communalism, which, especially since 

1937, had been beating with increasing fury. 

 This failure was revealed with stark clarity by the 1946 elections in which the League won 90 

per cent Muslim seats. 

 Though the war against Jinnah was lost by early 1946, defeat was conceded only after the 

final battle was mercilessly aged on the streets of Calcutta and Rawalpindi and the village 

lanes of Noakhali and Bihar. 

 The Congress leaders felt by June 1947 that only an immediate transfer of 

power could forestall the spread of Direct Action and communal disturbances. 

 The virtual collapse of the Interim Government made Pakistan appear to be an unavoidable 

reality. 

Conclusion 

There was an additional consideration in accepting immediate transfer of power to two dominions. 

The prospect of balkanisation was ruled out as the provinces and princes were not given the option 

to be independent— the latter were, in fact, much to their chagrin, cajoled and coerced into joining 

one or the other dominion. This was no mean achievement. Princely states standing out would have 

meant a graver blow to Indian unity than Pakistan was. 

The acceptance of Partition in 1947 was, thus, only the final act of a process of step-by-step 

concession to the League’s intransigent championing of a sovereign Muslim state. 

The Moderates played an important role at a critical period in the history of Indian 

national struggle. Elaborate on their contributions. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
To write about contributions of Moderates and the role played by them in India’s struggle for 
independence. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write about how Moderate phase marked the beginning organised struggle in freedom movement. 
Body: 
Elaborate upon their contributions of economic critique of nationalism, explain in detail the role of 
moderate in laying foundations for India’s struggle for Independence, spreading nationalism to far 
and wide and protecting the nascent Indian National Congress from any serious repercussions of the 
British. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the legacy of moderates. 
Introduction 

The moderates contributed significantly in Indian freedom struggle. The main objective of the 

Moderates was to achieve self-government within the British Empire. They followed a middle path 

and not an extreme path against British Empire. 

Body 

Contributions of Moderate Nationalists: 

 The moderates led by Dadabhai Naoroji, R.C. Dutt, Dinshaw Wacha and others, analysed 

the political economy of British rule in India, and put forward the “drain theory” to explain 

British exploitation of India. 

 Moderates were able to create an all-India public opinion that British rule in India was the 

major cause of India’s poverty and economic backwardness. The moderates demanded 

reduction in land revenue, abolition of salt tax, improvement in working conditions of 

plantation labour, etc. 

 They helped in expansion of council’s i.e. greater participation of Indians in councils and 

helped in reform of councils i.e. more powers to councils, especially greater control over 

finances. 

 The early nationalists worked with the long-term objective of a democratic self-government. 

 They campaigned for General Administrative Reforms. They demanded and put pressure on 

British Empire on Indianisation of government service on the economic grounds. 

 They asked and contributed in Separation of judicial from executive functions. 

 They criticised: 

o Oppressive and tyrannical bureaucracy and an expensive and time-consuming 

judicial system. 

o Aggressive foreign policy which resulted in annexation of Burma, attack on 

Afghanistan and suppression of tribals in the North-West. 
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o Increase in expenditure on welfare, education, especially elementary and technical, 

irrigation works and improvement of agriculture, agricultural banks for cultivators 

etc. 

 They fought for civil rights including the right to speech, thought, association and a free 

press. Through campaigns, the nationalists were able to spread modern democratic ideas, 

and soon the defence of civil rights became an integral part of the freedom struggle. 

Conclusion 

The nationalists were, thus, able to build a national movement while undermining the political and 

moral influence of imperialist rule. This helped in generating anti-imperialist sentiments among the 

public. But, at the same time, the nationalists failed to widen the democratic base of the movement 

by not including the masses, especially women, and not demanding the right to vote for all. 

Value Addition: 

Methods employed by the Moderates: 

 In order to achieve their aim, they made several demands for reform and indulged in 

criticising the Government policies. 

 They believed in patience and reconciliation rather than in violence and confrontation. 

 They relied on constitutional and peaceful methods in order to achieve their aim. 

 They focus on educating people, arousing their political consciousness and creating a public 

opinion, which. 

 In order to create public opinion in England, the Moderates arranged lectures in different 

parts of England. A weekly journal called India was published in England for circulation 

among the British population. 

 Moderates used different types of newspaper and chronicles to criticise the government 

policies through newspaper like Bengali newspaper, Bombay chronicle, Hindustan Times, 

Induprakash, Rast Goftar and a weekly journal India. 

 They also asked the Government to conduct an enquiry and find ways and means to solve the 

problems faced by people. 

 They held meeting and held discussions concerning social, economic and cultural matters. 

The moderates organized meetings at various places like England, Mumbai, Allahabad, Pune, 

and Calcutta. 

 They drafted and submitted memorandum and petitions to the government, to the officials 

of the Government of India and also to the British Parliament. The object of the 

memorandum and petitions was to enlighten the British public and political leaders about 

the conditions prevailing in India. 

Chandrashekhar Azad’s idea of nationalism may not have matched with that of 

Mahatma Gandhi but his contributions for the cause of Indian independence remain 

immense. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: A Brief History of Modern India by Spectrum Publishers. 
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Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of Chandrashekhar Azad to India’s struggle for independence. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write in brief about Chandrashekhar Azad and his unparalleled patriotism. 
Body: 
First, mention the differences between the ideologies and methodologies of Gandhi and Azad. 
Next, write in detail about the various contributions of Azad to India’s struggle for independence – In 
spreading patriotism, HRA, HSRA etc. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the immortal legacy of Azad. 
Introduction 

As a freedom fighter, Azad died young, at the age of 24, but not before creating a stir with 

other revolutionaries such as Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev. The four men were part of the 

radical Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA), which had grown disillusioned with the non-

violence struggle. 

“If yet your blood does not rage, then it is water that flows in your veins. For what is the flush of 

youth, if it is not of service to the motherland,” Chandra Shekhar Azad had said once. 

Body 

Azad’s idea of nationalism differed from Gandhiji’s 

 Chandrashekhar Azad was deeply troubled by the Jallianwala Bagh Massacre in Amritsar in 

1919. In 1921, when Mahatma Gandhi launched Non-Cooperation movement, 

Chandrasekhar Azad actively participated in revolutionary 

 He received his first punishment at the age of fifteen. Chandra Shekhar was caught while 

indulging in revolutionary activities. When the magistrate asked him his name, he said 

“Azad” (meaning free). 

 From then on Chandrashekhar assumed the title of Azad and came to known as 

Chandrashekhar Azad. 

 Chandrashekhar Azad vowed that he would never be arrested by the British police and 

would die as free man. 

 After the suspension of non-cooperation movement, Chandrashekhar Azad was attracted 

towards more aggressive and revolutionary ideals. 

 He committed himself to complete independence by any means. Chandrashekhar Azad and 

his compatriots would target British officials known for their oppressive actions against 

ordinary people and freedom fighters. 
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 The HRA was later revamped under the leadership of Azad and Bhagat Singh and 

rechristened as the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army (HSRA). Azad was the All-India 

coordinator of the newly-formed group while Bhagat Singh was its general secretary. 

 Azad became greatly influenced by the trade unionism and communism of its times. 

Contributions to Freedom Struggle 

 Azad actively participated in the Non-cooperation movement and was punished by the 

colonial government. Chandrashekhar Azad was sentenced to fifteen lashes. With 

each stroke of the whip the young Chandrasekhar shouted “Bharat Mata Ki Jai”. 

 He was disappointed when Mahatma Gandhi suspended the movement in 1922 and Azad 

joined the Hindustan Republican Association (HRA) formed by Ram Prasad Bismil, Chatterji, 

Sachindra Nath Bakshi and Sachindra Nath Sanyal. 

 He quickly rose through the ranks and became one of the main strategists of the Hindustan 

Republican Association. 

 On August 9, 1925, acting under the banner of the Hindustan Republican Army he 

successfully mounted the organisation’s first major operation, the train raid at Kakori. 

 He rose into prominence after the 1925 Kakori Train robbery and the assassination of 

the assistant superintendent of police John Saunders in 1928. 

 On 27 February 1931, Azad was killed in a gun battle with two police officers at Allahabad’s 

Alfred Park (the park has since been renamed Chandrashekhar Azad Park in his honour). 

 After Azad and Bhagat Singh, most HSRA revolutionaries joined the Communist Party of 

India. Azad and his comrades’ sacrifices radicalised the anti-colonial struggle and spread 

socialist consciousness in North India. 

Conclusion 

The ideology professed by Azad about socialism and absolute equality may not have come to 

fruition. However, India as a welfare state must try to achieve substantive equality and remove 

barriers of development for the weaker sections. This is when Azad’s vision of free India will 

materialise into reality. 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

The cold war played itself out in many domains and theatres across the world which 

had a lot of implications. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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There were different arenas (Korea, Vietnam, etc.) of the cold war. Apart from these different arenas, 
mention the different fields (ex: space race, sports) in which the cold war played out. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin your answer by writing briefly what the primary cause of the cold war was. 
Body: 
First write about the “hot” aspects of the war, the different places where the two superpowers 
technically battled each other (Korea, Vietnam etc.). Proceed to write about the different fields in 
which the cold war ended up playing out – sports, space race, weapons race etc. 
Write about the impact of the above. 
Conclusion: 
You can conclude by highlighting how in recent years a new cold war may be brewing, this time 
between USA and China. 
Introduction 

Cold war was a sequence of events after the World War II (1939-45) till the disintegration of 

the USSR in 1991, whereby the two super powers, USA and USSR, competed for hegemony in 

domains of economy, science and technology, politics and military. Each side adopted policies to 

strengthen itself and weaken the other falling short of an actual war. 

Body 

Various domains of cold war 

 Ideologies: Nations in the Soviet and Chinese spheres were governed by They also 

featured command economies, in which production and distribution is rigidly controlled by 

the government. 

o US-led block was the capitalist block which stood for liberal values of democracy and 

freedom. They saw communism as a threat to the liberal world. 

 NATO vs Warsaw Pact: US formed NATO (1949) after the West Berlin Blockade because the 

capitalist bloc found itself unprepared for a military conflict. 

o Warsaw pact (1955) was initiated by USSR in response to NATO admitting West 

Germany. 

o It was signed by USSR and all satellite states except Yugoslavia. 

o Under Warsaw Pact, the members promised to defend each other against any attack 

from outside and the armies of all members came under overall control of Moscow. 

 Arms race began in earnest when USSR developed the Atomic Bomb in 1949. 

o Thereafter, US planned and produced the much more powerful Hydrogen Bomb. 

o By 1953, USSR also caught up and developed the Hydrogen Bomb. 

 Space race: Space exploration served as another dramatic arena for Cold War competition. 

Russia launched its first satellite in 1957, called Sputnik. 
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o In 1959, the Soviet space program took another step forward with the launch of 

Luna 2, the first space probe to hit the moon. 

o In April 1961, the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first person to orbit 

Earth, traveling in the capsule-like spacecraft Vostok 1. 

o December 1968 saw the launch of Apollo 8, the first manned space mission to orbit 

the moon. By landing on the moon, the United States effectively “won” the space 

race that had begun with Sputnik’s launch in 1957. 

Cold War manifestation across the world 

 Berlin Wall erection and blockade: After WWII, Germany was divided into the Soviet-

occupied, communist East and the Ally-occupied, democratic West. 

o Though this division was initially administrative, the nation split into separate states 

(West Germany and East Germany) in 1949. 

o Immediately preceding the division of Germany was the year-long Berlin 

blockade. The aim of the blockade was to starve the West Germans, but this was 

overcome by Allies through airlifting supplies. 

o Berlin Wall was erected, which was called the descent of the iron curtain and start 

of cold war. 

 Korean War of 1950- 1953: After World War II, Korea was divided into the Soviet-backed 

North and US-backed South. 

o A Northern invasion of the South sparked the Korean War (1950-53), in which 

the South was supported by a US-led UN coalition. 

o Just when this coalition had taken most of the Korean Peninsula, China joined 

the USSR in support of the North, driving the Americans back southward to the 

38th parallel; this line has served as the boundary between the two Koreas ever 

since. 

 Vietnam War: The most prolonged and destructive Cold War conflict was the Vietnam War 

(1954-75). Post war the nation was divided into the communist, USSR/China-backed North 

and non-communist, US-backed South. 

o The US resorted to brutal campaigns of carpet bombing (area bombing) 

and defoliation (destruction of foliage, typically with napalm or herbicides). 

o Yet even these extreme measures failed. 

o The US ultimately withdrew, North Vietnam invaded the South, and the nation was 

Millions had been killed 

 Cuban Missile Crisis: The apex of Cold War tension was the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 

when the US discovered that Russia was building nuclear launch sites in Cuba. 

o President Kennedy ordered a naval blockade of the island, and for a few days 

nuclear war seemed imminent. reunited under communist 
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o An agreement was reached, however, in which Khrushchev removed the weapons 

from Cuba in exchange for the American removal of warheads in Turkey, as well as 

a guarantee against future American invasion of Cuba 

 Afghan invasion by Soviet: The foremost conflict of the late Cold War was the Soviet War in 

Afghanistan (1979-89), in which Soviet forces attempted to defend the reigning communist 

government of Afghanistan from anti-communist guerrillas. 

o The guerrillas, furnished with weapons and funding provided by the US and 

sympathetic Muslim nations, maintained a bloody stalemate throughout the conflict 

(such that this war has been dubbed the “Soviet Vietnam”). 

o The guerrillas toppled the communist government a few years after the Soviet 

withdrawal. 

Conclusion 

The cold war was a period of hostilities between nations who were aligned with the two blocs. Post-

cold-war American supremacy remained for a long time, making it a unipolar world. Today Russia is 

no longer a major threat to USA. China’s rise in the past two decades is a simmering conflict in the 

waiting. The friction between USA and China has been touted as the Cold war 2.0 

  

Did the non-aligned countries play any role in reducing Cold War conflicts? As one of 

the founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement, what responsibility did India 

shoulder? Critically examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Mastering Modern World History by Norman Lowe, NCERT Class 12 Contemporary World 
Politics 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Highlight nature of engagement of NAM countries with the superpowers. Evaluate the role played by 
India, as a member of NAM. 
Directive: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Introduce NAM, and the background in which it emerged. 
Body: 
Elaborate on the role played by NAM in easing tensions between the superpowers by citing examples. 
Note how NAM did not practise isolationism or neutrality. 
Proceed to write the role played by India as part of NAM, and evaluate it (mention some of the 
criticisms of India’s role). 
Conclusion: 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 25 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

End your answer noting that India continues to embrace NAM, mentioning PM Modi’s attendance at 
the 2020 summit and him referring to NAM as the “world’s moral voice”. 
Introduction 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was created and founded during the collapse of the colonial 

system and the independence struggles of the peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America and other 

regions of the world and at the height of the Cold War. Throughout its history, the Movement of 

Non-Aligned Countries has played a fundamental role in the preservation of world peace and 

security. 

Body 

Role of NAM countries in reducing cold war conflicts 

 In middle of the cold war, NAM ensured that peoples being oppressed by foreign occupation 

and domination can exercise their inalienable right to self-determination and independence. 

 South-South Cooperation: NAM acted as a protector for the small countries against 

the western hegemony. The third world nations and newly independent countries 

supported each other in their quest for development. 

 NIEO: During the 1970s and 1980s, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries played a key 

role in the struggle for the establishment of a new international economic order(NIEO) that 

allowed all the peoples of the world to make use of their wealth and natural resources and 

provided a wide platform for a fundamental change in international economic relations and 

the economic emancipation of the countries of the South. 

 Disarmament: The Non-aligned Movement repeatedly comes out for maintenance of peace, 

‘the cessation of arms race and the peaceful coexistence of all States. 

India’s contribution to NAM 

 As a leader of NAM, India’s response to the cold war power politics was two-fold: 

o India steered itself away from the great power politics, positioning itself as 

an ‘interested observer’. 

o It raised its voice against the newly decolonized nations from joining the either 

bloc. 

 During the cold war, India made a, concerted effort to activate those regional & 

international organizations, which were not a part of the alliances led by US & USSR, thus 

maintaining the spirit of NAM. 

 In the General Assembly, India submitted a draft resolution declaring that the use of 

nuclear weapons would be against the charter of the United Nations and crime against 

humanity and should therefore be prohibited. 

 Non-alignment has been an influential tenet of India’s foreign policy since its emergence 

from decolonization. 

 It was based on a realistic assessment of India’s geopolitical situation. 
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 Nehru, one of the chief architects of NAM intended to give India room to manoeuvre 

according to its own interests rather than allowing it to become confined within the 

limitations of the cold-war alliance. 

Critical analysis 

 India’s inclination towards erstwhile USSR created confusions in smaller members. It led to 

the weakening of NAM and small nations drifted towards either US or USSR. 

 The signing of Friendship Treaty with Soviet Union was a major Faultline and India was 

considered anti-west for a long time. 

 However, with the end of cold war power politics and emergence of Unipolar World, non-

alignment, both as an international movement as well as the core of India’s foreign policy, 

has lost some of its relevance & importance. 

 The NAM countries did not have any concrete initiative in the context of crisis in Syria & 

Libya. 

 Many ‘non-aligned’ countries, including India are continuing NAM as a historical legacy and 

have re-oriented their foreign policy towards strengthening engagements with major 

powers, such as USA, Russia & China, for their domestic development agenda. 

 The sparse attendance by heads of government/State at 17th NAM Summit (Venezuela) is 

the key evidence of the crisis of relevance of NAM. 

 According to C. Raja Mohan NAM is in the state of ‘COMA’. It is passing through the crisis of 

identity and relevance. 

Conclusion 

Non alignment as a foreign policy is very much alive even today in India’s foreign policy. 

The strategic autonomy approach is a manifestation of the same. The NAM platform is still the 

biggest arena of developing nations. Hence it becomes relevant to mobilize international public 

opinion against terrorism, weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), nuclear proliferation, ecological 

imbalance, safeguarding interests of developing countries in WTO (World Trade Organization) etc. 

Value Addition 

 The basic concept for the group originated in 1955 during discussions that took place at 

the Asia-Africa Bandung Conference held in Indonesia. 

 The Non-Aligned Movement was founded and held its first conference (the Belgrade 

Conference) in 1961 under the leadership of Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia, Gamal Abdel 

Nasser of Egypt, Jawaharlal Nehru of India, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, and Sukarno of 

Indonesia. 

 NAM does not have a formal constitution or permanent secretariat, and its administration 

is non-hierarchical and rotational. Decisions are made by consensus, which requires 

substantial agreement, but not unanimity. 

 It has 120 members as of April 2018 comprising 53 countries from Africa, 39 from Asia, 26 

from Latin America and the Caribbean and 2 from Europe (Belarus, Azerbaijan). There are 17 

countries and 10 international organizations that are Observers at NAM. 
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In what manner did the outbreak of World War 2 affect India’s struggle for 

Independence? Discuss. (250 words) 
Introduction 

On September 3, 1939, Britain declares war against Germany and declares India’s support for the 

war without consulting Indian opinion. Though Indian leaders and nationalists were thoroughly 

opposed to fascism and Nazism, the British response also exposed their hypocrisy. British were 

fighting for liberal values including democracy and at the same time denying it to Indians. 

Body 

Outbreak of World War II and events that followed 

 The Congress’ hostility to Fascism, Nazism, militarism and imperialism had been much more 

consistent than the British record. But the Indian offer to cooperate in the war effort had 

two basic conditions: 

o After the war, a constituent assembly should be convened to determine political 

structure of a free India. 

o Immediately, some form of a genuinely responsible government should be 

established at the centre. 

o The offer was rejected by Linlithgow, the viceroy. The Congress argued that these 

conditions were necessary to win public opinion for war. 

Responses to the War and British stance 

Different opinions were voice during CWC Wardha Meeting in September 1939. 

 Gandhi advocated an unconditional support to the Allied powers as he made a clear 

distinction between the democratic states of Western Europe and the totalitarian Nazis. 

 Subhash Bose and the socialists argued that the war was an imperialist one since both sides 

were fighting for gaining or defending colonial territories. 

o Therefore, the question of supporting either of the two sides did not arise. 

o Instead, advantage should be taken of the situation to wrest freedom immediately 

starting a civil disobedience movement. 

 Nehru made a sharp distinction between democracy and Fascism. 

o But he was also convinced that Britain and France were imperialist powers, and that 

the war was the result of the inner contradictions of capitalism maturing since the 

end of World War I. 

o He, therefore, advocated no Indian participation till India itself was free. However, 

at the, same time, no advantage was to be taken of Britain’s difficulty by starting an 

immediate struggle. 

 Government response: The Government’s response was entirely negative. Linlithgow, in his 

statement (October 17, 1939), tried to use the Muslim League and the princes against the 

Congress. 
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o The Government refused to define British war aims beyond stating that Britain was 

resisting aggression; 

o It said it would, as part of future arrangement, consult “representatives of several 

communities, parties and interests in India, and the Indian princes” as to how 

the Act of 1935 might be modified; 

 It became clear that the British Government had no intention of loosening its hold, during or 

after the war, and was willing to treat the Congress as an enemy. 

 Congress ministries resigned in October 1939 after the Second World War and government 

response. 

 Towards the end of 1940, the Congress once again asked Gandhi to take command. 

 Gandhi now began taking steps which would lead to a mass struggle within his broad 

strategic perspective. 

 He decided to initiate a limited satyagraha on an individual basis by a few selected 

individuals in every locality. 

Conclusion 

Even before the World War II began, the British had realised the futility of holding on to their reign 

in India. By the time the war ended, Great Britain was bankrupt, unable and unwilling to continue to 

maintain colonies of the British Empire. WWII acted as a catalyst to India’s fight for 

independence but not before the British almost lost India to Netaji’s Indian National Army. 

A combination of the New Deal and the beginning of World War-II lifted the U.S. out 

of The Great Depression. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Reference: Insights on India 

Introduction 

The Great Depression was the worst economic downturn in the history of the industrialized world, 

lasting from 1929 to 1939. It began after the stock market crash of October 1929, which sent Wall 

Street into a panic and wiped out millions of investors. 

Over the next several years, consumer spending and investment dropped, causing steep declines in 

industrial output and employment as failing companies laid off workers. By 1933, when the Great 

Depression reached its lowest point, some 15 million Americans were unemployed and nearly half 

the country’s banks had failed. 

Body 

Background: Causes and aftermath of Great Depression 

 Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt won an overwhelming victory in the presidential election of 

1932. 

 During Roosevelt’s first 100 days in office, his administration passed legislation that aimed to 

stabilize industrial and agricultural production, create jobs and stimulate recovery. 

 In addition, Roosevelt sought to reform the financial system, creating the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to protect depositors’ accounts and the Securities and 
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Exchange Commission (SEC) to regulate the stock market and prevent abuses of the kind 

that led to the 1929 crash. 

New Deal by Roosevelt: Overview 

 Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) : Among the programs and institutions of the New Deal 

that aided in recovery from the Great Depression were the Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA), which built dams and hydroelectric projects to control flooding and provide electric 

power to the impoverished Tennessee Valley region. 

 Works Progress Administration (WPA), a permanent jobs program that employed 5 million 

people from 1935 to 1943. 

 Social security: In 1935, Congress passed the Social Security Act, which for the first time 

provided Americans with unemployment, disability and pensions for old age. 

 Recovery: After showing early signs of recovery beginning in the spring of 1933, the 

economy continued to improve throughout the next three years, during which real GDP 

(adjusted for inflation) grew at an average rate of 9 percent per year. 

 A sharp recession hit in 1937, caused in part by the Federal Reserve’s decision to increase its 

requirements for money in reserve. 

o Though the economy began improving again in 1938, this second severe contraction 

reversed many of the gains in production and employment and prolonged 

the effects of the Great Depression through the end of the decade. 

Role of World War-II in the recovery of the U.S. economy 

 With Roosevelt’s decision to support Britain and France in the struggle against Germany and 

the other Axis Powers, defence manufacturing geared up, producing more and more 

private sector jobs. 

 The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941 led to America’s entry into World 

War II, and the nation’s factories went back in full production mode. 

 This expanding industrial production, as well as widespread conscription beginning in 1942, 

reduced the unemployment rate to below its pre-Depression level. 

 More people were needed to produce the food and weapons for the men on the front lines. 

 The new jobs were taken by many who had been out of work for several years. 

 As more men were sent away to fight, women were hired to take over their positions on 

the assembly lines. 

 Before World War II, women had generally been discouraged from working outside the 

home. 

 Now they were being encouraged to take over jobs that had been traditionally considered 

“men’s work.” 

 Existing companies changed their lines from consumer goods to war materials, and new 

plants were constructed strictly for the creation of products for the war 
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 The Great Depression had ended at last, and the United States turned its attention to the 

global conflict of World War II. 

Conclusion 

The New Deal and the outbreak of world war II, did eventually reform the American economic 

system. Roosevelt’s leadership preserved the country’s faith in its democratic political system. It also 

established him as a leader of democracy in a world threatened by ruthless dictators. 

 

 In the 1960’s, the African experience was one of struggle for liberation, for freedom 

from colonialism and against racial prejudice. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question:   
To write about the struggle for liberation and independence of African countries as well as racial 
equality in the 1960’s. 
Directive word:  
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by writing about the wind of change that were witnessed in the 1960’s.  
Body: 
First, write about the factors that led to the awakening the colonies of Africa leading to their struggle 
for independence. 
Next, elaborate that just a few years on either side of 1960, a wave of struggles for independence 
was sweeping across Africa. Between March 1957, when Ghana declared independence from Great 
Britain, and July 1962, when Algeria wrested independence from France after a bloody war, 24 
African nations freed themselves from their former colonial masters. 
Next, write about the struggle for racial equality in South Africa. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the outcome of the above. 
Introduction 

After the war the imperial powers were under strong international pressure to decolonize. In 

Southern Africa, however, the transfer of power to an African majority was greatly complicated by 

the presence of entrenched white settlers. 

In most former English and French colonies, independence came relatively peacefully. But the 

transition from colonial governments did not always lead to peace. Internal conflicts within the 

newly independent countries and the continued resistance of the colonial powers in southern 

Africa often forced large numbers of innocent people to flee civil strife and repressive new regimes. 

Body 

Phases of Decolonization 
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 After an initial phase from 1945 to about 1958, in which white power seemed to be 

consolidated, decolonization proceeded in three stages: 

o first, the relatively peaceful achievement by 1968 of independence by those 

territories under direct British rule (the High Commission territories 

became Lesotho, Botswana, and Swaziland, and Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland 

became Zambia and Malawi); 

o second, the far bloodier struggle for independence in the Portuguese colonies and in 

Southern Rhodesia (from 1965 Rhodesia, which achieved independence 

as Zimbabwe in 1980); and, 

o third, the denouement in South West Africa (which in 1990 achieved independence 

as Namibia) and in South Africa, where the Black majority took power after non-

racial, democratic elections in 1994. 

Struggles for racial equality in South Africa 

 Consolidation by Whites: Paradoxically, World War II and the rise of more radical African 

political movements initially consolidated white rule in Southern Africa. 

o Problems also occurred in countries where European settlers wanted to stay in 

control. 

o This happened in Algeria, Zimbabwe and South Africa and in each case cost many 

lives and much bitterness between the two groups 

 Apartheid: In South Africa, the apartheid policy was to entrench itself in power, to promote 

Afrikaner concerns, and to protect white supremacy. 

o Controls over African labour mobility were tightened, and the colour bar in 

employment was extended. 

o From 1959 chiefly authorities in the rural reserves (renamed “Bantu homelands” or 

Bantustans) were given increased powers and granted limited self-government, 

though they remained subject to white control. 

 Black opposition to apartheid policies in the 1950s was led by the ANC in alliance with 

other opposition organizations consisting of radical whites, Coloureds, and Indians. 

o In 1955 this Congress Alliance drew up the Freedom Charter, a program of non-

racial social democracy. 

 It was especially difficult in South Africa where, from 1948 to 1990, the white government 

used a system by keeping the local Africans out of power through denial of the vote. 

 Once Apartheid was abolished, free elections were held and in 1994 Nelson 

Mandela (sentenced to life imprisonment by the Apartheid government on June 12, 1964) 

became the first black President of South Africa. 

Conclusion 

Although Africa was free by the beginning of the 1980s, civil wars erupted almost immediately due 

to the fact that the borders of the new states were drawn in such a way that hostile tribes were 
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lumped within the same nation. As a consequence, colonial divide and rule policy, a legacy of 

political instability, religious and tribal conflicts have led to impoverishment and oppression. 

  

Simon Bolivar was instrumental in the resistance movement and played a key role in 

the Latin American fight for independence. Elucidate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question:   
To write about the contributions of Simon Bolivar towards Latin American independence. 
Directive word: 
Elucidate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving brief description of Simon Bolivar – who is knows as the The Liberator 
Body: 
First write about the political philosophy of Simon Bolivar and that penned two political treatises—
the Cartagena Manifesto and the Letter from Jamaica. 
Next write about his military achievements – encouraging the people of South America to rebel 
against Spanish colonial rule, leading multiple expeditionary forces against the Spaniards, liberated 
territories etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising that his contributions earned him the epithet – The Liberator from the Latin 
American people. 
Introduction 

Simón Bolívar was a South American soldier who was instrumental in the continent’s revolutions 

against the Spanish empire. Simon Bolivar from 1813 to 1824 liberated many South American 

countries and later tried to organize them into a US type federation in form of Gran Columbia. He 

freed Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia from the Spanish rule through an armed 

revolt. 

Body 

Political philosophy of Simon Bolivar 

 Young Bolívar moved to Spain in 1799 after the deaths of his parents and 

was associate of Napoleon, until he returned to Venezuela in 

 When Napoleon named Joseph Bonaparte King of Spain and its colonies, which included 

Venezuela, Bolívar joined the resistance movement. 

 The resistance group based in Caracas gained independence in 1810, and Bolívar travelled to 

Britain on a diplomatic mission. The fight for control of Caracas, Venezuela and most of 

South American continued on back home. 

 Finally, Bolívar returned to Venezuela and began a campaign to wrest control of that 

country from the Spanish. 
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 The Cartagena Manifesto was written by Simón Bolívar during the Colombian and 

Venezuelan War of Independence, after the fall of the First Republic, explaining what he 

believed to be the causes of this loss. It was written in Cartagena de Indies, on 15 December 

1812. 

o Bolivar advocated a strong central government and powerful executive to avoid 

infighting between city, state, and national authorities, which in his view created 

stalemate, dissipating funds and energy. 

 He and his followers invaded Venezuela on May 14, 1813; this marked the beginning of his 

“Campaña Admirable” (Admirable Campaign), which resulted in the formation of 

the Venezuelan Second Republic later that year. 

 Bolívar was hailed as El Libertador (The Liberator), though civil war soon erupted in the 

republic, forcing him to flee to Jamaica and seek foreign aid. 

 There he wrote his famous “Letter from Jamaica,” detailing his vision of a South American 

republic with a parliamentary setup modelled after England and a life-long president. His 

idea of being a nation’s chief who could not be removed from power would be heavily 

critiqued by other leaders and intellectuals. 

Military achievements of Bolivar 

 Gaining support from Haiti, Bolívar returned to his home continent and became involved in a 

number of military battles, eventually able to claim several territories. 

 1821 saw the creation of the Gran Colombia, under Bolívar’s leadership. 

 This federation included much of what is now Venezuela, Colombia, Panama and Ecuador. 

 Further manoeuvres saw him named Dictator of Peru in 1824, followed by the creation of 

Bolivia in 1825. 

 Bolívar had succeeded in uniting much of South America in a federation free from Spanish 

control, but the government was fragile. 

 Despite his desire to create a union of states similar to that which created the United States 

of America, Bolívar faced opposition from internal factions throughout the huge Gran 

Colombia, with there being a push to form single nations. 

 As a temporary measure, Bolívar declared himself dictator in 1828, though in September of 

the same year he escaped an assassination attempt with aid from his mistress and fellow 

revolutionary Manuela Sáenz. 

 He resigned this post in 1830 and made plans to sail for exile in Europe. 

Conclusion 

On December 17, 1830, however, Simón Bolívar died in Santa Marta, Colombia, after a battle with 

what may have been tuberculosis. Today, Bolívar’s legacy can be seen in the multitude of statues 

and plaza squares bearing his likeness throughout South and North America. 
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 Delineate the process of colonisation embarked upon by the European countries 

during the phase of new Imperialism witnessed in the latter half of nineteenth 

century. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
The sequence of colonisation by European countries in late 19th century and early 20th century 
(phase of new imperialism). 
Directive: 
Delineate – describe the issue/matter with accuracy or in detail in a chronological order.. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin your answer by writing how colonisation in new imperialism was different from earlier 
colonisation – new areas such as those in continental Africa were being colonised now. 
Body: 
First, mention the causes behind rise of this new phase of imperialism. 
Next, write about the European countries and the areas they occupied in chronological manner, and 
any conflicts they had amongst each other and how they resolved such conflicts (ex: scramble for 
Africa) or not (ex: conquest of Tunis by France, much to the chagrin of Italy). 
Next, write about the impact of the above. 
Conclusion: 
Write what New Imperialsim led to – the World Wars and eventually decolonisation. 
Introduction 

New Imperialism or ‘Neo-Imperialism’ as such can be identified as the second wave of 

imperialism in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, as distinct from the earlier wave of European 

colonization from 15th to early 19th centuries. This was a result of Industrial Capitalism. 

Body 

Causes behind the rise of new imperialism 

 Political factors: The rise of Absolute Monarchies in Italy and Germany, post-unification in 

1870s. This absolutism increased the aggression on part of the state. 

 Industrialization increased their hunger, as well as potential, to build their colonial empire. 

The rulers also saw Imperialism as a tool to maintain political control at home. 

o There was surplus money from trade as well as profits from mass production, after 

Industrial Revolution. 

o This money was re-invested for capital formation. 

o Development of rail and transport increased market in colonies as well. 

o The factories’ demand for raw material increased, which led to a search for raw 

material outside national boundaries. 

 Nationalism: Nationalism rose after the French Revolution (1789). In the era of Industrial 

Revolution, it soon manifested in form of economic rivalry among the nation states. 
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o National rivalries were further fuelled by nationalist ideas propounded by the 

nationalist thinkers. 

o In Britain, France, Germany and Italy, nationalism resulted in demands for expansion 

of colonial empires during 1868-72. 

 Religious factors: Other factors like aspirations of Christian Missionaries to spread 

Christianity and the notion of White Man’s burden to spread superior civilization in the 

backward colonies also played a role. 

Colonisation by European powers during the new phase 

 King Leopold II of Belgium patronized the explorers and was the first to establish a colony 

in central Africa. In 1876, he had brought Congo under his control 

 France established its empire in North-West Africa. After colonizing Algiers (1830), part 

of Gambia, and Tunis (1881) it longed for control over Morocco. Germany also vied for the 

same. 

o In 1912, France made Morocco its Protectorate and Morocco ceased to be 

independent. 

 British had colonies in the south, the east and western Africa. Its colony of Gold Coast 

(Ghana) in the West was rich in Cocoa, while Nigeria had large oil reserves. 

o Egypt was of special interest to the British due to the Suez Canal, which provided for 

a shorter sea-route to its Asian colonies, especially India. 

 From 1882 to 1884, Germany was able to colonize South West Africa, the Cameroons and 

Togoland in Equatorial Africa and German East Africa. 

 In 1911, Italy occupied Libya from the weak Ottoman Turkey. In 1935, Italy 

attacked Ethiopia and took it under its control. 

 By 1914 whole of Africa was scrambled among Britain, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy and 

Portugal, except for Abyssinia (where the Italians were defeated by the nationalists in the 

1876 Battle of Adowa), and Liberia. 

Impact on the colonies 

 White settlers became elites and exploited the Black natives: The European settlers were 

elites in Africa and they enjoyed luxuries of living, which they could not afford back home. 

o The European settlers, like the Boers in South Africa, became wealthy and powerful 

in Africa. 

o They controlled the government and denied Africans any political right. 

o In almost every colony, the lands of Africans were taken away for cultivation and 

mining by settlers with Blacks working as slaves. 

 Slavery: Slave Trade made many Africans forcefully leave their homes to never come back. It 

destroyed many families. 

o The local Africans traded in the local slave markets. 
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o They formed the workforce on the European plantations in Africa. 

o The psychological impact of slavery was an inferiority complex, that was 

systematically injected into the society, with even the Church supporting the notions 

of Master and Slave Race. 

 Mass killings by Colonial powers: . Many Africans were killed by the European military while 

resisting the loss of their lands, slavery, unfavourable treaties offered by the Europeans and 

the imposition of European culture. 

o Whole villages were destroyed if the inhabitants refused to agree to the demands 

of the Colonists. 

o Belgium Congo probably witnessed the first Genocide of the modern era. 

 Policy of Divide and Rule: The scramble for Africa divided Africa into colonies with arbitrary 

boundaries, which did not follow the logic of geographical continuity, cultural unity or 

economic viability. 

o This resulted in colonies having multiple tribes, with very different cultures. 

o For example, in Rwanda, Belgium followed this policy and after independence the 

country witnessed constant tribal violence. 

o In 1994, this process culminated in the worst genocide in recent history as 

the Hutu tribesmen massacred millions of Tutsi tribe members. 

 Extreme neglect of Education and Health: The colonists and white settlers ensured that the 

native blacks did not get educated. 

o Higher education, in particular, was neglected. 

o Wherever the policy of Apartheid was followed, Africans were given inferior 

education in separate schools. 

o Statistically speaking, the gross enrolment ratio at levels of primary, secondary and 

higher education was very low at time the African nations became independent. 

 Economic development hurt: These factors prevented economic development, and 

indigenous entrepreneurship, in any significant form, could not develop in Africa. 

o The policy of Mercantile capitalism followed by the Colonists hurt the economy of 

Africa. Africans did not get the market price for the mineral resources, which were 

exported out of Africa. 

o The Colonists ensured that no indigenous industry develops and Africa remains 

an exporter of raw material and importer of finished goods manufactured in 

European factories. 

Conclusion 

The expansion of European nations as empires (also known as new imperialism) can be seen as a key 

cause of World War I, because as countries like Britain and France expanded their empires, it 

resulted in increased tensions among European countries. After the world war I, the allies divided 

the colonies of the fallen axis powers amongst themselves. 
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With reference to the decolonisation of Cyprus, why did enosis not take place? What 

role has the United Nations played in Cyprus since 1964? Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the decolonisation of Cyprus and the role played by U.N in it since 1964. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write what the situation in Cyprus was at the time of its decolonisation, and what enosis means 
(unification of Cyprus with Greece). 
Body: 
Frist, discuss the process of decolonisation in Cyprus – mention the efforts that were taken to 
politically mobilise the people, Cyprus Emergency, Turkish Cypriots  and how it found itself divided 
soon after. 
Next, write about the reasons for as to why enosis did not take place. 
Next, Proceed to discuss the role played by the UN since its independence especially emphasising on 
the peace keeping. 
Conclusion: 
Highlight recent developments (efforts to reunite, then the latest news – election in self-declared 
Turkish republic of northern Cyprus, of an anti-unification nationalist) 
Introduction 

Cyprus is an island nation in the eastern Mediterranean Sea and ever since the Turkish invasion in 

1974, has been partitioned into the Greek-majority Republic of Cyprus (ROC) and the Turkish 

Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). 

The ROC, which occupies two-thirds of the island, is internationally recognised while the TRNC, 

which occupies one-third of the north, is only recognised by Turkey. In 2004, the ROC joined the 

European Union. 

Body 

Background 

 Cyprus is located south of Turkey and southeast of Greece. Like India, it too was a British 

colony. From 1571 until 1878, the island was under Ottoman rule. 

 In 1914, the British annexed the island and ruled until 1960, granting independence to 

Cyprus under a power-sharing constitution between its Turkish and Greek inhabitants. 

 When the Republic of Cyprus gained independence in 1960 from the United Kingdom, 

a power sharing partnership agreement between the two communities was laid out in its 

newly-minted constitution. 
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 Three years later, however, Cypriot President Archbishop Makarios III attempted to change 

the constitution, and Turkish Cypriots were expelled from the government. 

o This caused intercommunal violence to break out. 

 In 1964, the United Nations established the United Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus 

(UNFICYP) to prevent further violence, and a political separation took effect along ethnic 

lines. 

 This political stalemate endured until 1974, when a coup d’état – backed by Greece – ousted 

Makarios’ government. 

 He was replaced with a hardliner regime, one which sought “Enosis,” the unification of 

Cyprus with Greece. 

 Such a union was explicitly illegal per the 1960 Treaty of Guarantee; as one of the 

Guarantors under the treaty, Turkey, deployed troops to the northern part of the island. 

 By August of 1974, the Turkish military had taken control of over a third of Cyprus’ territory. 

 While a ceasefire was quickly brokered, the political separation became physical as well, 

with thousands of people relocating based on their ethnicity (Turkish Cypriots fled North, 

while Greek Cypriots fled south). 

Enosis: Why it did not happen 

 In the early 1970s, the idea of enosis remained attractive to many Greek Cypriots, and Greek 

Cypriot students condemned Makarios’s support for an independent unitary state. 

 In 1971 the pro-enosis paramilitary group EOKA B was formed, and Makarios declared his 

opposition to the use of violence to achieve enosis. 

 EOKA B began a series of attacks against the Makarios government, and in 1974, the 

Cypriot National Guard organised a military coup against Makarios that was supported by 

the Greek government under the control of the Greek military junta of 1967–1974. 

 Rauf Denktaş, the Turkish Cypriot leader, called for military intervention by the United 

Kingdom and Turkey to prevent enosis. 

 Turkey acted unilaterally, and the Turkish invasion of Cyprus began. Turkey has since 

occupied Northern Cyprus. 

 In 1983, Rauf Denktas, the Turkish Cypriot politician and barrister, declared the Turkish 

Republic of Northern Cyprus and went on to serve as the first president of the breakaway 

territory. 

 At the time, the UN Security Council denounced the new government as “invalid” and in 

violation of the 1960 Treaty. 

Role of UN in Cyprus dispute 

 The United Nations intervened after the invasion and with the country effectively 

partitioned, established a buffer zone called ‘Green Line’. 

 Today, UN troops patrol the Green Line and barbed wire and trenches run through the 

capital, Nicosia. 
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 In the 38 years since Turkish Cypriots declared Northern Cyprus a Turkish republic, UN-led 

peace talks have been unsuccessful. 

 Greek Cypriots have usually batted for the reunification of the island while 

their Turkish counterparts have pushed for a two-state solution. 

 In 2004, the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot communities voted in a referendum to 

decide whether to implement a reunification plan negotiated under UN Secretary General 

Kofi Annan. 

o While the Turkish Cypriot community voted to implement the plan, the Greek 

Cypriot community rejected it. 

 The current negotiations process continues under the terms set forth by the February 2014 

Joint Statement. 

o Major negotiation issues include questions of political power-sharing, property and 

territory, security guarantees, and the use of energy resources in the Mediterranean 

Sea. 

 In April this year, UN-led talks sought to resume negotiations to reunify Cyprus but hit a 

dead end. 

Conclusion 

The U.S., Turkey, and Greece have long pushed for the Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots to 

resolve their disputes over the years. While these governments are beholden to a variety of internal 

interest groups on the matter, there is no doubt that the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot 

communities and their international partners only stand to benefit from a peaceful resolution to this 

decades-old issue. 

 

Despite achieving independence, African states faced several problems that plunged it 

political turmoil and economic backwardness. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question:   
Problems faced by African nations after independence, and the role played by the United Nations in 
helping resolving their problems. 
Directive word: 
Critically comment – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘comment’ 
is prefixed, we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Introduction:  
Introduce the answer by writing about decolonisation of Africa and how it took place. 
Body: 
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The problems faced by independent African nations were not very different. List the common 
problems, and use examples. Also cite some unique problems that plagued individual African 
countries (ex: apartheid in South Africa), Civil wars in western Africa, emergence of dictators etc. 
Mention the impact of the above on African countries and link it with present day. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting how African countries to this day are being affected by their colonial past. 
Introduction 

The main challenge that Africans faced when they gained independence from colonial rule was the 

question of how to build a stable system of government. Many African countries were not divided 

along tribal lines, making too difficult to establish a unified state. Such differences had been largely 

suppressed under colonial rule. But under independence they came to the surface once more, 

causing severe problems for many of the new nation states. 

Body 

Problems faced by independent African nations 

 Lack of manufacturing capacity: These new countries also lacked the manufacturing 

infrastructure to add value to their raw materials. 

o Rich as many African countries were in cash crops and minerals, they could not 

process these goods 

o g.: Kwame Nkrumah – the first prime minister and president of Ghana – knew, 

political independence without economic independence was meaningless. 

 Lack of infrastructure: One of the most pressing challenges African states faced at 

Independence was their lack of infrastructure. 

o European imperialists prided themselves on bringing civilization and developing 

Africa, but they left their former colonies with little in the way of infrastructure. 

 Lack of National Identity: The borders Africa’s new countries were left with were the ones 

drawn in Europe during the Scramble for Africa with no regard to the ethnic or social 

landscape on the ground. 

 Straight line countries: There was, before the arrival of Europeans, no such territory as 

‘Nigeria’ or ‘Mali’, ‘Namibia’ or ‘Gabon’; these were arbitrarily made up places designed to 

suit European priorities. 

o These nations pushed together ethnic groups that had over centuries usually 

had nothing to do with one another, spoke different languages, worshipped 

different religions and had long histories of rivalry and suspicion. 

 Series of military coups: Post-colonial West Africa has had more than its fair share of 

military coups. The 1960s were called the decade of coups in the sub-region. 

o E.g.: The coup syndrome began in Togo in January 1963, when the army deposed 

and killed President Sylvanus Olympio. 

o Nigerian army leader General Johnson Aguiyi-Ironsi seized power also in January 

1966 and killed Prime Minister Tafawa Balewa. 
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 Cold war: Cold War politics also presented an opportunity for factions that sought to 

challenge the new governments. 

o E.g.: In Angola, the international support that the government and rebel factions 

received in the Cold War led to a civil war that lasted nearly thirty years. 

Consequences of the above on Africa 

 Little regard for the National Constitution: As soon as a civilian government is overthrown, 

the military junta puts aside the Constitution, proscribes all political activities and rules by 

decree. 

o This is a very undemocratic behaviour on the part of the military rulers. 

 Human rights abuses: Military rulers have little regard for the rights and freedoms of the 

individual. 

o The arbitrary arrest, detention and killings of politicians and others connected with 

the ousted regime and massive destruction or looting of property are disturbing 

features of military rule. 

 The fallacy of rescuing the state: In the majority of the coups that have occurred, the 

military has sometimes deemed it a national and patriotic obligation to rescue the country 

from total collapse and restore lost national prestige. 

o But this is not always the case. Most military regimes have turned out to be more 

corrupt, oppressive and self-seeking than the civilian governments they toppled. 

 Pervasive poverty: Africa today is one of the most under developed continents and hosts 

the world poorest and starved population on earth. 

 Genocides: The worst genocides in history took place in Rwanda, where millions were killed. 

Conclusion 

In spite of the abundant natural resources that most African countries possess, they are still 

economically poor and under-developed. The living standards of the people are very low and basic 

social services are deplorable. The roots of the major socio-economic problems facing African 

countries today can be traced back to the colonial period and the influence of neo-colonialism. 

The League of Nations was a toothless tiger since its inception and hence was bound 

to be an utter failure. Comment. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: History of modern world by Jain & Mathur. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about composition and powers of the League of nations and to write about its successes and 
failures. 
Directive word: 
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Introduction:  
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Write briefly about the background of the formation of the League – the first world war. 
Body: 
In the first part, write what the League’s aims were. Proceed to write what its successes were. In the 
final part, write what its failures were. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the league’s legacy, viz. it being the first attempt at creating an 
international body that was meant to pursue peace, and that it was the precursor to the UN. 
Introduction 

Woodrow Wilson’s 14 point program had envisaged creation of an international agency that would 

work for maintenance of world peace. The League of Nations was set up after the 1st World War in 

1920 with the following two main aims 

 Settle international disputes to prevent war in future. This was to be achieved through 

the principle of collective security. The maintenance of international peace and security was 

the primary goal of the League. 

 Economic and Social work: The League of Nations was to seek international cooperation for 

socio-economic development across the world. 

Body: 

The shortcomings of league of nation were 

 Toothless Tiger: League of Nations lacked enforceable rights. It did not have military force 

of its own. The League failed to implement its decisions in disputes, where the verdict of the 

League was against a major power. Aggressive regimes like Japan, Italy and Germany defied 

the League. Britain and France did not do much to give teeth to the League. 

 Germany was not allowed to join until 1926 and the USSR only became a member in 1934 

(when Germany left). India which was not even an independent country was made a 

member. USA which played the leading role did not join it. 

 The “Versailles Treaty” had an upper hand where the Victors of 1st World War dictated 

terms of League of Nations as well as on other countries. 

 Failure of collective responsibility: In 1930s when many countries resorted to aggression, 

the League was ignored or defied. It did not come forward in case Japanese attack on 

Manchuria in 1931 & Italy attack on Ethiopia in 1936. 

 It recognized the division of spoils of the war and most of the colonies were transferred as 

mandates not to be annexed thus undermining the very ideals with which it was formed. 

 The Conference of Ambassadors undermined League’s authority. The Conference of 

Ambassadors overruled the League’s decisions. Example: in case of the Corfu incident (1923) 

involving Mussolini’s Italy and Greece. 

 Failure of Disarmament: Security concerns lead to a race for armament. The World 

conference on Disarmament in 1932-34 was a failed effort of League of Nations as the 

major powers disagreed to disarm. This further strengthened Hitler’s fascist agenda in 

Germany. 
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 Economic Crisis of 1929 led to poverty and unemployment and consequently, right wing 

governments came to power across the world. These governments were more aggressive 

and violated the League Covenant. 

Conclusion: 

League of Nations did important work for the socio-economic development across the 

world.  However, it failed with respect to its aim of being a leading forum for resolution of 

international disputes and ensuring a peaceful world. These failures lead to the disastrous Second 

World War. 

Value addition: 

In the socio-economic development context, it had its fair share of successes. 

 

The League of Nations set up some of the organisations like International Labour Organization, 

International court of justice which is still relevant even today. 

ILO took some reforms like 

 Fixed maximum working days and minimum wages. 

 Started old age pensions. 

 Took actions in the area of welfare of the workers. 

The Refugee Organization reforms: 

 It helped the Prisoners of War in Russia to their homes outside Russia. 

 In 1933, it helped the Jews, who were fleeing to escape Nazi persecution, to resettle in 

different countries where they would be safe. 
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Resolution of minor International disputes by LoN: 

 Solved the dispute of smaller countries like Finland, Poland, Albania and Czechoslovakia. 

 The League solved a territorial dispute between Peru and Columbia. 

 Also in 1921, when there was a dispute regarding Upper Silesia (an industrial region) 

between Germany and Poland, the League successfully made both the parties reach a 

settlement and Upper Silesia was partitioned between the two. 

 After 1848, nationalism in Europe moved away from its association with democracy 

and revolution. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: History of Modern World by Jain and Mathur, NCERT 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question:  
To highlight with examples how democracy and revolutions were important to nationalism in the 
1830s and 40s, and how after the 1848 revolution, it was brute force that came to be associated with 
nationalism, while the ideas of democracy and revolution came to be abandoned. 
Directive word: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer 
Introduction: 
Write the importance of the year 1848 as your introduction – it marked the end of revolutions, and 
the beginning of use of force to further nationalism. 
Body: 
First, cite examples showing how the revolutions of 1830 and 48 were triggered by nationalism and 
liberals wanting democracies. 
Next, with examples, justify the statement in the question that nationalism moved away from ideas 
of democracy. 
Conclusion: 
Nationalism which manifested itself in the form of use of force may have helped unite these nations, 
but it also was a cause for intense rivalry among european countries in the following decades, all of 
which led to the first world war. 
Introduction 

After 1848, nationalism in Europe moved away from its association with democracy and 

revolution. Nationalist sentiments were often mobilised by conservatives for promoting state 

power and achieving political domination over Europe. This can be observed in the process by 

which Germany and Italy came to be unified as nation-states. 

Body 

Course of events 

 The major reasons for the revolutions during 1848 were:- 

o The widespread dissatisfaction with the political leadership; 

o the demand for more participation and democracy; 
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o the demands of the working classes; 

o the upsurge of nationalism 

 Revolutions of 1848: A series of republican revolts against European monarchies started 

beginning in Sicily and spreading to France, Germany, Italy, and the Austrian Empire. 

o They all ended in failure and repression and were followed by widespread 

disillusionment among liberals. 

 France and Belgium: The effects of the spread of revolutions across Europe were 

that Belgian rebels won their independence from the Dutch, French liberals established a 

constitutional monarchy, and few revolutions had successful outcomes. 

 Germany: Three wars over seven years – with Austria, Denmark and France – ended 

in Prussian victory and completed the process of unification. 

 Italy: After the 1848 revolts, attempts at unification of Italy were made by the Prime 

Minister Cavour of the Italian State of Sardinia. His policy was similar to that of Bismarck. 

o In 1859, Sardinia allied with France in a war against Austria, which freed many states 

of Italy from Austrian rule and most of them were united under the Monarch of 

Sardinia. 

o Eventually, Sicily, Naples, Venice and Rome were annexed one after the other, thus 

completing the unification. 

Nationalism moving away from democracy 

 By the last quarter of the nineteenth century nationalism no longer retained its idealistic 

liberal-democratic sentiment of the first half of the century, but became a narrow creed 

with limited ends. 

 During this period nationalist groups became increasingly intolerant of each other and ever 

ready to go to war. 

 The major European powers, in turn, manipulated the nationalist aspirations of the subject 

peoples in Europe to further their own imperialist aims 

o g.: The most serious source of nationalist tension in Europe after 1871 was the area 

called the Balkans. 

 Nationalism, aligned with imperialism, led Europe to disaster in 1914. But meanwhile, many 

countries in the world which had been colonised by the European powers in the nineteenth 

century began to oppose imperial domination. 

 The anti-imperial movements that developed everywhere were nationalist, in the sense that 

they all struggled to form independent nation-states, and were inspired by a sense of 

collective national unity, forged in confrontation with imperialism. 

 European ideas of nationalism were nowhere replicated, for people everywhere developed 

their own specific variety of nationalism. 

 But the idea that societies should be organised into ‘nation-states’ came to be accepted as 

natural and universal. 
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Conclusion 

Nationalism which manifested itself in the form of use of force may have helped unite these nations, 

but it also was a cause for intense rivalry among European countries in the following decades, all of 

which led to the first world war. The scramble for Africa and new imperialism that started after the 

1848 revolutions became precursor for the first world war. 

World War-I fuelled the Russian Revolution and hastened the inevitable collapse of an 

outdated monarchy unsuitable to compete in the modern world. Comment. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain in what way the Russian revolution is regarded as the turning point in the history of the 
biggest country in the world, how it predisposed World war I and in return how world war I 
influenced the revolution in Russia. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write about the outbreak of Russian revolution during the course of World War-I. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention the causes of the Russian Revolution – Political, Administrative, Economic 
and ideological – Link how the world war exacerbated these causes which made the revolution 
inevitable. 
Next, write about the impact of Russian Revolution. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise that chain of events led to the collapse of monarchy in Russia and marked the demise of 
Romanov dynasty. 
Introduction 

In 1913, Tsar Nicholas II celebrated the tercentenary of Romanov rule in Russia. He and his dynasty 

ruled over a huge empire, stretching from central Europe to the Pacific Ocean and from the Arctic to 

the borders of Afghanistan. 

Just five years after the celebrations, Nicholas and his family would be dead, executed by the 

Bolsheviks, while his empire would be defeated in the World War and wracked by revolutions, civil 

wars and foreign interventions. 

Body 

World War I fuelled the Russian revolution 

During the war: 1914-1916 

 At Tannenberg and the First Battle of the Masurian Lakes, in 1914, Russia lost two entire 

armies (over 250,000 men). 
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 This failed Russian advance into East Prussia did disrupt Germany’s Schlieffen Plan and thus 

probably prevented the fall of Paris, but it also signalled the beginning of an unrelenting 

Russian retreat on the northern sector of the Eastern Front. 

 By the middle of 1915 all of Russian Poland and Lithuania, and most of Latvia, were overrun 

by the German army. 

 Fortunately for the Russians, they did better in 1916. The supply of rifles and artillery shells 

to the Eastern Front was vastly improved, and in the Brusilov Offensive of June 1916, Russia 

achieved significant victories over the Austrians 

 However, the country’s political and economic problems were greatly exacerbated by the 

war. Many factors – including the militarisation of industry and crises in food supply – 

threatened disaster on the home front. 

 Added to this cocktail were rumours that the tsarina, Alexandra, and her favourite, the 

infamous Rasputin, were German spies. 

 The rumours were unfounded, but by November 1916 influential critics of the regime were 

asking whether Russia’s misfortunes – including 1,700,000 military dead and 5,000,000 

wounded – were a consequence of ‘stupidity or treason’. 

1917: From February to October 

 Food riots, demonstrations and a mutiny at the Petrograd Garrison in February 1917 forced 

Nicholas II to abdicate as war still continued. 

 A Provisional Government led by liberals and moderate socialists was proclaimed, and its 

leaders hoped now to pursue the war more effectively. 

 Real power in Russia after the February Revolution, however, lay with the socialist leaders 

of the Petrograd (later All-Russian) Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies, who 

were elected by popular mandate (unlike the ministers of the Provisional Government). 

 Against this background, the war minister Kerensky of the Provisional Government hoped to 

strengthen Russia’s hand with a new Russian offensive on the Eastern Front in June. 

 Anarchist and Bolshevik agitators played their own part in destroying the Russian Army’s 

ability to fight. 

 Many anti-war radicals, along with the Bolshevik leader, Vladimir Lenin, were ferried home 

from exile in Switzerland in April 1917, courtesy of the German General Staff. 

 The summer offensive was a disaster. Peasant soldiers deserted enmasse to join the 

revolution, and fraternisation with the enemy became common. 

 Meanwhile, in an attempt to restore order and resist the German counter-offensive, most of 

the generals and forces of the political right threw their weight behind a plan for a military 

coup, under the Russian Army’s commander-in-chief, General Kornilov. 

 The coup failed and the generals and the conservatives who had backed Kornilov felt 

betrayed by Kerensky 
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 The only winners were the Bolsheviks, with Lenin at their head, who were able to topple 

Kerensky and take power in the October Revolution of 1917- without significant resistance 

from either the government or the army. 

Conclusion 

Thus, we can see that the turn of events for a liberal rule from 1905 got entangled with the Russia’s 

entry into WW-1. The events in WW-1 inturn aggravated the Russian revolution. 

The continental system which was designed to subjugate Britain economically had 

fundamental flaws which ultimately led to the downfall of Napoleon. Examine. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how the continental system played a part in the downfall of Napoleon. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining continental system. 
Body: 
First, write about the design of continental system and how its major target was to cripple Britian 
Economically. 
Next, write about the limitations of continental system with respect to its design, implementation, 
aspects of under estimation the economic prowess of Britain etc which led to its failure. 
Next, mention other factors that were responsible for the downfall of Napoleon. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning to what extent continental system was responsible for the downfall of 
Napoleon. 
Introduction 

Continental System, in the Napoleonic wars, the blockade designed by Napoleon to paralyze Great 

Britain through the destruction of British commerce. The decrees of Berlin and Milan proclaimed a 

blockade: neutrals and French allies were not to trade with the British. However, it proved largely 

ineffective and eventually led to Napoleon’s fall. 

Body 

The Continental System had some success in hurting British trade and economic interests. By some 

estimates, British trade declined by as much as fifty percent. It also benefited some parts of the 

French manufacturing sector by acting essentially as a protective tariff, making British imports 

unavailable or unaffordable in France and its territories. This stimulated the growth of some local 

manufacturing and many French capitalists and industrialists made large profits as a result of the 

embargo on British goods. 

Flaws in the Continental System 

 It killed many trade based industries and deeply hurt the economies of major French ports 

such as Marseilles. Moreover, the Continental System could not be strictly enforced. 
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 It was an impossible scheme. Every country was not expected to bear the innumerable 

stresses by following this scheme. 

 French navy was not so powerful to control the vast sea. 

 Most of the European countries including France depended British goods and they could not 

possibly live without these goods. But after the supply of these articles was stopped, people 

had to face great difficulties and they began to oppose this scheme vehemently. In 1807 

Napoleon himself purchased fifty thousand overcoats from Great Britain through Holland at 

the time of the battle of Eyleau. 

 The smuggling of goods became widespread in the entire Europe and Napoleon could not 

check this black marketing due to his weak navy. 

 Portugal and Spain also did not join this scheme and extended their cooperation to England. 

Conclusion 

Napoleon’s ambition to implement the continental system dragged him to the peninsular war which 

he called “an ulcer that destroyed me”. The Portuguese and Spaniards turned and united against him 

at the battle of Trafalgar. This defeat proved to the world that Napoleon could be defeated, over 

20,000 of his soldiers surrendered and it also weakened Napoleon’s military strength. This led to the 

downfall of Napoleon in 1815 . Thus, the continental system entangled Napoleon into disastrous 

Moscow campaign which was the turning point in his military and political career in France and 

Europe. 

Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

For the Indian LGBTQIA+ community, a truly inclusive society remains a distant dream. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
A recent advisory from the National Medical Commission (NMC) emphasising the need to avoid 
derogatory references to the LGBTQIA+ community in medical textbooks or teaching methods has 
underscored the value of institutional awareness on issues concerning queer and trans people. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the discrimination and injustice faced by the LGBTQIA+ community in India. 
Directive word:  
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by stating that even though LGBTQIA+ people are given legal backing by abolishing section 
377, they are still at the bottom of the hierarchy when it comes to basic human rights within the unit 
of family and society. 
Body: 
First, state that the social media campaigns and corporate ads for an inclusive society with respect to 
LGBTQI+ community have only been to a limited urban population. Many families especially in the 
rural areas are homophobic and transphobic and often treat people from the community to have 
some kind of psychological disorder. 
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Next, mention about issues such as forced rapes within families, admission into hospitals for change 
of sexual orientation, medical institutions admit people from the community along with other 
psychologically disturbed and conducting some psychological and sexual experiments, instances of 
suicides, families abandoning those who come out leading to financial insecurity etc. 
Conclusion: 
Next mention few NGOs and support groups that are trying to mainstream the cause of LGBTQIA+ 
community and create a truly inclusive society. 
Introduction 

A recent advisory from the National Medical Commission (NMC) emphasising the need to avoid 

derogatory references to the LGBTQIA+ community in medical textbooks or teaching methods has 

underscored the value of institutional awareness on issues concerning queer and trans people. The 

advisory came after the Madras High Court voiced concern over “unscientific and derogatory 

information” in some textbooks. 

Body 

Background 

 The Delhi High Court’s verdict in Naz Foundation vs Government of NCT of Delhi (2009) was 

a landmark in the law of sexuality and equality jurisprudence in India. 

 The court held that Section 377 offended the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 14 

of the Constitution, because it creates an unreasonable classification and targets 

homosexuals as a class. 

 In a retrograde step, the Supreme Court, in Suresh Kumar Koushal vs Naz Foundation 

(2013), reinstated Section 377 to the IPC. 

 However, the Supreme Court in Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. vs Union of India (2018) declared 

that the application of Section 377 IPC to consensual homosexual behaviour was 

“unconstitutional”. 

 This Supreme Court judgment has been a great victory to the Indian individual in his quest 

for identity and dignity. 

Issues faced by LGBTQIA+ community in India 

 No legal recognition of marriage: Same-sex marriages are not legally recognized in India 

even though many countries like USA, UK have legalised it. 

 Issue of rights: The rights enjoyed by opposite-sex couples are not enjoyed by same-sex 

couples. They are prohibited from those rights. For example- 

o The lack of a legal structure around their relationship became increasingly stark 

when they tried to bring each other on as nominees in insurance and financial 

plans, just as a married couples did. 

 Lack of family support: Lack of communication between LGBT children and the parents 

often leads to conflict in the family. 

o Many LGBT youths are placed in foster care or end up in juvenile detention or on 

the streets. 
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o Most often than not, LGBTQ children from poor families are abandoned. They end 

up begging as there is no avenue for education or employment. 

o In some parts, secret honour killings are planned so that the only way for a young 

gay man to survive is to run away in the cover of the night to some city, with no 

money or social support. 

 Sanctioned rape: In other parts, lesbian women are subjected to family-sanctioned 

corrective rapes, which are often perpetrated by their own family members. 

o Village medics and babas often prescribe rape to cure lesbians of 

homosexuality. Refusal to marry brings more physical abuse 

 Education and health: The LGBTQ children are abandoned and marginalised, who end up 

being isolated by the rest of the society. They are denied the fundamental right of education 

as well as health. 

Way Forward 

 The LGTBQ community needs an anti-discrimination law that empowers them to build 

productive lives and relationships irrespective of gender identity or sexual orientation and 

place the onus to change on state and society and not the individual. 

 Police must not harass sexual minorities. There must be changes to the police conduct 

rules to provide for punishing erring police personnel in this regard. 

 Government bodies, especially related to Health, and Law and Order need to be sensitised 

and made aware about the changed position of law to ensure that the LGBTQ community 

is not denied public services or harassed for their sexual orientation. 

 Enumerating sexual orientation and gender identity in non-discrimination and anti-bullying 

policies is an important step toward acknowledging diversity, protecting vulnerable 

students. 

 Training school staff empowers them to respond when they encounter abuse. Younger 

generations of Indians will grow up knowing of criminalisation as a thing of the past, and 

that will be a boon to their basic rights. 

 In 2014, the Supreme Court issued a sweeping judgment in NALSA v. India, which held that 

transgender people should be legally recognised according to their gender identity, enjoy all 

fundamental rights, and receive special benefits in education and employment. This must 

be implemented and enforced. 

Conclusion 

The queer and gender non-conforming people have found an ally in the court, but they would need 

greater effort on the part of the authorities at various levels, if their rights are to be protected. In 

any case, any change in law in terms of recognising same-sex relations or understanding self-

identification of gender must be complemented by an attitudinal change in society at large. 

Government must sensitise the general public and officials, to reduce and finally eliminate the 

stigma associated with LGBTQ+ community through the mass media and the official channels. School 

and university students too should be sensitised about the diversity of sexuality to deconstruct the 

myth of heteronormativity. Heteronormativity is the root cause of hetero-sexism and homophobia. 
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Denying individuals matrimonial and other rights that emanate from matrimony solely 

for their sexual orientation is unjust and unconstitutional. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: firstpost.com 
Why the question: 
In his submission in the Delhi High Court, Solicitor General Tushar Mehta argued that ‘spouse’ means 
either husband or wife and ‘marriage’ is a term associated with heterosexual couples. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about achieving equality in matrimony and other rights for sexual minorities. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of same sex marriage beinig banned as per Art.377 in India and then 
quashing of the same article legalising same-sex marriage. 
Body: 
First, bring out the issue that although India has taken an Inclusive step towards the LGBTQIA+ 
community, it is necessary to understand that there are still many issues associated with actual 
materialising of same-sex marriage. 
Next, stress on the need to recognise same-sex marriage under Hindu Marriage act and special 
marriage act. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing the need to protect basic human rights of sexual minoritites and need for a 
well planned statute to empower them legally. 
Introduction 

The Centre has maintained an adversarial view towards allowing or legalising same-sex marriage, 

despite a landmark Supreme Court judgment that read down archaic laws criminalising homosexual 

relations. This will hinder the process of enlarging the rights of LGBTQ+ community in India and 

providing them dignity of life. 

Body 

Background: Matrimonial rights of same-sex couples 

 The Supreme Court in Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. vs Union of India (2018) declared that the 

application of Section 377 IPC to consensual homosexual behaviour was “unconstitutional”. 

 This Supreme Court judgment has been a great victory to the Indian LGBTQIA+ community in 

their quest for identity and dignity. 

 Recently, the court was hearing a clutch of pleas seeking legal recognition of same sex 

marriages under the Special Marriage Act and Foreign Marriage Act. 

 In response to this, the Centre has opposed the pleas, saying a marriage in India can be 

recognised only if it is between a “biological man” and a “biological woman” capable of 

producing children, strongly opposing the validation of same-sex marital unions. 

 There are many issues that concerns the LGBTQ+ communities including marriage and union, 

inheritance, adoption, rights under Marriage Acts among others. 

Issues surrounding same-sex marriages in India 
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 No legal recognition of same-sex marriage: Same-sex marriages are not legally recognized in 

India even though many countries like USA, UK have legalised it. 

o There is no recognition of union of transgenders, queer etc either. 

o All the rights under laws of Marriage such as protection against dowry, domestic 

violence etc are not realised by these individuals. 

 Disharmony of rights: Supreme Court, decriminalised sexual relationships between 

homosexual individuals, wherein their union is allowed. 

o But without recognizing such marriages of willing people, this right will not be 

substantial. 

 Issue of rights: The rights enjoyed by opposite-sex couples are not enjoyed by same-sex 

couples. They are prohibited from those rights. For example- 

o The lack of a legal structure around their relationship became increasingly stark 

when they tried to bring each other on as nominees in insurance and financial 

plans, just as a married couples did. 

 Likewise, homosexual couples are denied basic necessities that other heterosexual couples 

take for granted. 

o Same-sex couples cannot become each other’s medical proxy unless they legally 

make such a provision. 

 Inheritance: They do not naturally inherit the property of their partner after their death 

unless their right is preserved by a will, which again can be contested in court. 

o Even the simple process of setting up a joint bank account is tedious for queer 

couples 

Measures needed to reform the institution of marriage 

 Revisions needed: Marriage, including religious marriages, cannot be exempt from reform 

and scrutiny. 

o g.: Through revisions to the Hindu Marriage Act, self-respect marriages were 

legalised in Tamil Nadu (and later Puducherry). 

o In the same way, the law must expand the institution of marriage to cover all gender 

and sexual identities, to meet the requirements of the LGBTQIA+ community. 

 Marriage of consenting adults: It is time for India to overhaul its marriage laws to allow 

marriage between consenting adults irrespective of sexual identity, gender or sex. 

 Creating behaviour change: Issues of marriage needs societal sanction but should not be 

subjected to societal morality. Politics must not play a role in this scenario. 

o The Supreme Court ruled that the “intimacies of marriage reside inside an inviolable 

core zone of private” and that “society has no role to play in influencing our choice 

of spouses”. 

o Likewise, same-sex marriage must be legalised and people must be made aware so 

that there is acceptance of such marriages and it is normalised. 
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 Overhauling the definitions: The terms of bride and groom needs to be changed as per 

changing trends of the society. When same-sex unions are legalised, it must be applied to 

marriages as well. 

Conclusion 

The queer and gender non-conforming people have found an ally in the court, but they would need 

greater effort on the part of the authorities at various levels, if their rights are to be protected. In 

any case, any change in law in terms of recognising same-sex relations or understanding self-

identification of gender must be complemented by an attitudinal change in society at large. 

Government must sensitise the general public and officials, to reduce and finally eliminate the 

stigma associated with LGBTQ+ community through the mass media and the official channels. School 

and university students too should be sensitised about the diversity of sexuality to deconstruct the 

myth of heteronormativity. Heteronormativity is the root cause of hetero-sexism and homophobia. 

Critically comment on the new phenomena of ageism being crept into mainstream 

society and the view that higher aged population to be more of a liability than an 

asset. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Key Demand of the question: 
To understand the phenomena of age related stereotypes in the society especially in workspace. 
Directive word: 
Critically comment – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘comment’ 
is prefixed, we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define ageism and its associated features. 
Body: 
Mention by stating the present trend of more entrepreneurs, innovators & business leads from the 
younger generation, that the elder generation is often seen as slower, change-resistant, expensive, 
and ultimately even useless. Mention about the elderly being neglected in many aspects including in 
their own families and in public policies. Mention about the need to recognise the wisdom and 
expertise of the so-called aged populace. 
Write about the steps that are needed in this regard. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that we must have an inclusive approach to ensure a balanced, well-functioning 
society. 
Introduction 

Ageism is stereotyping and/or discrimination against individuals or groups on the basis of their age. 

This may be casual or systemic. Every second person in the world is believed to hold ageist attitudes 

– leading to poorer physical and mental health and reduced quality of life for older persons, costing 

societies billions of dollars each year, according to a new United Nations report on ageism. 

Body 

Challenges posed by Ageism 
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 Ageism is everywhere: from our institutions and relationships to ourselves. 

 For example, ageism is in policies that support healthcare rationing by age, practices that 

limit younger people’s opportunities to contribute to decision-making in the workplace, 

patronizing behaviour used in interactions with older and younger people, and in self-

limiting behaviour, which can stem from internalized stereotypes about what a person of a 

given age can be or do. 

 Half the world’s population is ageist against older people. 

 Ageism can change how we view ourselves, can erode solidarity between generations, can 

devalue or limit our ability to benefit from what younger and older populations can 

contribute, and can impact our health, longevity and well-being while also having far-

reaching economic consequences. 

 Ageism also increases risky health behaviours, such as eating an unhealthy diet, drinking 

excessively or smoking, and reduces our quality of life. 

 Ageism in India needs to be addressed especially because of its youthful workforce profile. 

 The pandemic has been a pretext for many employers bent on payroll reduction to ease out 

older employees. 

 In an AARP survey of adults over 45, 61% of respondents said that they had seen or 

personally experienced age discrimination. 

 A review of academic studies of age bias in hiring and promotion shows that employers may 

not objectively evaluate job candidates’ potential productivity. 

Way forward 

 Three strategies work in reducing or eliminating ageism: policy and law, educational 

activities and intergenerational interventions. 

 Policy and law can address discrimination and inequality on the basis of age and protect the 

human rights of everyone, everywhere. 

 Educational activities can enhance empathy, dispel misconceptions about different age 

groups and reduce prejudice by providing accurate information and counter-stereotypical 

examples. 

 Intergenerational interventions, which bring together people of different generations, can 

help reduce intergroup prejudice and stereotypes. 

Conclusion 

The elderly are the fastest growing, underutilized resource that humanity has to address many other 

problems. Re-integration of the elderly into communities may save humanity from mindlessly 

changing into a technology driven ‘Industry 4.0’ which futurists are projecting: an economy of robots 

producing things for each other. Healthy elderly citizens can share their wealth of knowledge with 

younger generations, help with child care, and volunteer or hold jobs in their communities. 
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Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

India’s Global Gender Gap Index rating, 2021 indicates that the phenomena of 

‘motherhood penalty’ strongly prevails in the employment sector. Examine the causes 

for the same and suggest some measures to address this issue. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
India’s 2021 Global Gender Gap Index ranking, wherein it has slipped 28 places since 2020 to No. 140 
out of 156 nations ranked.  
Key Demand of the question:   
To understand the term ‘motherhood penalty’ and also to give suggestions to resolve the issue. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining motherhood penalty. 
Body: 
First, mentioning some ground reality of hiring trend, pay structure and promotion trend of women 
and especially mothers in India. mention the gender disparity prevalent in workspace in terms of 
women especially mothers being considered as Care givers, to be less talented and participating in 
their duties assigned. 
Next, indicate the lacunae in the Maternity Benefit Act in terms of extending paid leaves only for the 
mothers and keeping paternity benefits and leaves at a minimal low. 
Next, suggest measures such as day care benefits in work space, acknowledging care duties of men in 
the household and ensuring equal pay in workspace etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying that the gender gap actually leads to a loss of GDP especially when the scenario is 
grim in the post covid situation and this calls for swift action. 
Introduction 

India has slid 28 spots to rank at 140 among 156 countries on the World Economic Forum’s Global 

Gender Gap index. The pandemic causing a disproportionate impact on women jeopardises rolling 

back the little progress made in the last decades—forcing more women to drop off the workforce 

and leaving them vulnerable to domestic violence. 

Amongst women, mothers are discriminated the most as employers consider them as less 

competent. This is being termed as motherhood penalty. 

Body 

Motherhood penalty: Definition 

 Among women, mothers face higher discrimination than non-mothers. 

 Some employers perceive the former as being less competent and committed than the 

latter, and hold them to much higher professional standards. 
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 Mothers are also hired and promoted less often, and generally receive lower salaries. This is 

called the ‘motherhood penalty’. 

 The motherhood penalty in India has been documented by Das and Zumbyte (2017) using 

regression analysis to establish an increasingly negative relationship between the 

probability of Indian women getting employed and the presence of a young child in their 

households. 

 Bedi et al (2018) conducted a field experiment in India, under which they sent fake CVs for 

service-sector jobs with some selected at random to include mothers, and found 

a motherhood penalty evident in the call-back rates. 

 Mothers are employed less than non-mothers, implying that this penalty plays a significant 

role in low Indian female labour force participation, which according to World Bank data for 

2020 is only 20.3%. 

Gender dap and discrimination 

 High gender divide: The gender gap in the country has widened, with only 62.5% of it 

closed and especially low gender parity in political empowerment and economic 

participation and opportunity. 

 Wage gap: Women are paid considerably less than men, with some research showing that 

the gender pay gap between women and men in the same jobs with equivalent 

qualifications can be as much as 34%. 

 Labour force participation: India, as of 2020, has the lowest female labour force 

participation rate among South Asian nations, with four out of five women neither working 

nor looking for jobs. 

 High Job loss: According to Oxfam, 17 million women in India lost their jobs in April 2020, 

with their unemployment rate rising far higher than that among men. 

 Lesser opportunities for women: Women were found to be seven times more likely to lose 

their jobs during the lockdown phases, and if rendered unemployed, were 11 times more 

likely to remain jobless than their male counterparts. 

 Uneven domestic responsibility: Potential reasons for this include the increased burden of 

domestic responsibilities that Indian women typically had to bear, in terms of not just 

household chores but extra time needed for elderly care and children’s studies, with 

schools shut. 

 Even pre-pandemic, a Time Use Survey conducted by the National Sample Survey Office 

showed that women spent nearly 4.5 hours on childcare and other care-giving 

responsibilities, in contrast with the meagre 0.88 hours for men. 

Measures to overcome gender gap and motherhood penalty 

 Behavioral Nudge: For instance, by using taxes to incentivize fairly sharing child-care 

responsibilities, or by encouraging women and girls to enter traditionally male-dominated 

sectors such as the armed forces and information technology. g., Supreme Court in India 

declared that women could now hold commanding positions in Army. 

o Paternity leaves for men, to share the responsibility of child rearing. 
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o Incentivizing companies to employ women, and reach 50% target. 

 Strong laws and policies wrt equal pay for equal work, maternity benefits are needed to 

promote women’s representation in economy. 

 Maternity and paternity: . An amendment to the Act in 2017 increased paid maternity 

leave from 12 to 26 weeks. Though well-meaning, this unfortunately fortifies notions of 

care-giving being primarily the onus of the woman, and thus reinforces and raises the risk 

of women being subject to the motherhood penalty. 

o An explicit law for mandatory paternity benefits will go a long way towards 

equalizing gender roles and reducing employer bias 

 Better work conditions: The provision and strengthening of childcare facilities for working 

mothers are very important. 

o The Maternity Benefit Act mandates the setting up of creche facilities for 

organizations with over 50 employees. 

o A better policy measure would be to provide mothers in need of childcare with a 

monthly allowance. This will also help mothers working from home. 

 Political Representation: India has provided 33% reservation for women in the Panchayats 

and Local Bodies. Capacity Building and training can increase their capabilities further. 

Conclusion 

Gender equality is a human right which entitles all persons irrespective of their gender to live with 

dignity and with freedom. Gender equality is also a precondition for development and reducing of 

poverty. Gender shouldn’t be an unreasonable determining factor curbing the potential of women. 

Social evils such as child marriage has a multidimensional impact not only on the girl 

child but on the society as a whole. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
India has the largest number of brides in the world – one-third of the global total. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To highlight the ill impacts of child marriage in Indian society 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving statistics about child marriage in India and also the legal stand against it. 
Body: 
Mention about the educational, health, economical and many other dimensions of development of a 
child that is being hindered by the ill issue of Child marriage and also mention few laws and 
organisations that are against such ills. 
Also mention the various steps taken by the government to prevent the social evil of child marriage. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that elimination of Child marriage is one of the global agenda (SDG goal) and 
way forward India must take to achieve it. 
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Introduction 

Child marriage usually refers to a social phenomenon practiced in some societies in India, where a 

young child (usually a girl below the age of fifteen) is married to an adult man. Recent analysis 

by UNICEF points out that one in three of the world’s child brides live in India. It has also warned 

India against the increase in child marriages owing to the adversaries of COVID-19.  To achieve the 

commitment of ending child marriages by 2030, it becomes important to integrate the COVID -19 

responses with child marriage elimination efforts. 

Body 

Impact on Girl child 

 child marriage is one of the worst and deadliest forms of sexual and gender-based violence 

against girls. 

 Child marriage kills more than 60 girls a day globally and six girls a day in South Asia, 

according to a new analysis released on the International Day of the Girl Child. 

 When a girl is married at an early age, she normally tends to have more children and 

unwanted pregnancy. 

 The report also claimed over an estimated 22,000 girls a year are dying from pregnancy and 

childbirth resulting from child marriage. 

 With school closures, health services under strain or closed, and more families being pushed 

into poverty, women and girls face an increased risk of violence during lengthy lockdowns. 

 A further 10 million girls are now expected to marry by 2030, leaving more girls at risk of 

dying 

 Young girls exercise less influence and control over their children and have less ability to 

make decisions about their nutrition, health care and household management. 

 Girls who get married at an early age are often more susceptible to the health risks 

associated with early sexual initiation and childbearing, including HIV and obstetric fistula 

 Young girls who lack status, power and maturity are often subjected to domestic violence, 

sexual abuse and social isolation. 

 Early marriage almost always deprives girls of their education or meaningful work, which 

contributes to persistent poverty. 

Societal impacts 

 Child Marriage perpetuates an unrelenting cycle of gender inequality, sickness and poverty 

 Getting the girls married at an early age when they are not physically mature, leads to 

highest rates of maternal and child mortality 

 Due to desire for a male child, young girls and women are forced to conceive as many times 

as she can till, she gives birth to a male child. 

Way forward 

 Increase social awareness: 
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o Children need to be made aware of their human rights and must be taught to refuse 

and speak up once such an incident is taking place. 

o The media also needs to adopt a more proactive role in generating awareness 

towards this heinous ritual. 

o Changing social norms and attitudes towards girls. 

 Develop strong support systems to keep girls in school. Provide scholarships where 

necessary and encourage teachers to support girls. 

 Strengthen and establish community networks and partnerships involving girls clubs, 

teachers, elders, local government officials, women and youth groups, community and 

religious leaders, etc. that jointly work towards ending early marriage. 

 Strengthen the role of the judicial system particularly the police, judges, and persecutors 

through training on enforcement of the law against early marriage. 

 Efforts should be made to give-up the factors motivating child marriages, all efforts should 

aim at changing the gender biased attitudes of parents and society by imparting proper 

education on one hand and eradicating poverty on the other. 

 

  

 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 61 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 

 

 

 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 62 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.  

 Without taking the impacts of climate change into consideration, today’s urban 

development gains may be wiped out tomorrow. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Maharashtra announced that 43 cities across the State will join the UN-backed ‘Race to Zero’ global 
campaign, which aims to create jobs while meeting goals of climate change and sustainable 
development. 
Key Demand of the question:   
To write about the importance of incorporating the impact of climate change in our urban 
development plans and taking steps to tackle it. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Citing the recent IPCC report – mention the growing concerns of climate change. 
Body: 
First, in brief, how climate change is impacting modern cities and its predicted impact in the future. 
Substantiate with examples. Also, mention how the progress made so far maybe be nullified due to 
the impact of climate change. 
Next, write about the steps that are needed in this regard to address it – Climate planning and city 
planning, Stakeholders and participation, Vulnerability assessment, Monitoring and evaluation etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

The IPCC fifth Assessment Report (IPCC, 2015) predicts India and other tropical countries to have 

increased impacts of climate change particularly increased cyclone events, storm surges and 

extreme rainfall. Several Indian cities are in coastal areas or geographically vulnerable regions 

prone to natural hazards. And the urban poor that settle in environmentally vulnerable areas of 

cities with limited access to basic services are particularly vulnerable to impacts of climate change 

and natural hazards. 

Body 

Impact of climate change on modern cities 

 The built environment of cities accounts for 70 percent of all greenhouse gas emissions 

while consuming two-thirds of the world’s energy, according to C40 Cities. 

o From infrastructure failures to food and resource shortages to deaths, the effects 

of climate change are vast 

 Rising global temperatures causes sea levels to rise, increases the number of extreme 

weather events such as floods, droughts and storms, and increases the spread of tropical 

diseases. 

o All these have costly impacts on cities’ basic services, infrastructure, housing, 

human livelihoods and health. 
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 With extra heat, the actual built environment of a city is affected. Past power grids failing, 

excessive heat can cause asphalt to melt, rail tracks to expand and airports to hold planes 

due to tarmacs being too hot. 

 Floodwaters can wash away roads, erode bayous and river banks, and push through 

bridges. And flooding from natural disasters isn’t expected to slow. 

 The pandemic that hit the world, is also said to be an effect of climate change 

as barriers between humans and pathogens are narrowing with deforestation. 

o Covid-19 like events will only worsen and the most affected are cities due to their 

dense populations. 

 Coastal flooding, sea-level rise, and cyclones are discussed less often despite India’s long 

coastline and highly vulnerable coastal cities and infrastructure. 

Measures in place to tackle climate change in cities 

 Front-runners in this space have been cities such as Ahmedabad, which has had a Heat 

Action Plan (HAP) since 2010, its success evident from reduced heat mortality. 

 Combining infrastructural interventions (for example, painting roofs white) and 

behavioural aspects (building public awareness on managing heat), the model has now been 

scaled up to 17 cities across the country. 

 Nature-based solutions such as mangrove restoration in coastal Tamil Nadu and 

urban wetland management in Bengaluru have demonstrated how restoring ecosystem 

health can sustain human systems as well. 

o For example, urban parks provide cooling benefits and wetlands regulate urban 

floods. 

 In India, there are several successful initiatives on climate actions at city level that are 

yielding good results such as public transport systems in Ahmedabad, solid waste 

management in Surat, green spaces in Chandigarh, and improvements in energy efficiency 

such as adoption of LED streetlights in many cities 

Steps to address climate change in cities 

 Climate action plans at city level should be implementable and should have 

necessary financial, institutional and policy support and should have clear cut short and 

long term implementable action. 

 The financing needs for climate actions is best taken by mainstreaming climate change risks 

in urban development planning itself, as a first stage, the master plan development process 

should consider the hazard, risk and vulnerability. 

 A key step will be collecting data and creating city-level greenhouse gas emissions 

inventories and identifying hotspots. 

  

o This will help the government prioritize actions and strategies for climate mitigation. 

 Instead of compartmentalised approach, cross-sector approach is needed. 
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o Such a systemic approach promotes outcomes that would not arise otherwise, such 

as the synergies between public transport sites and housing locations. 

o And importantly, it complements and reinforces existing renewable and energy 

efficiency policies. 

 On the institutional angle, it would be important to empower the Urban Local 

Bodies (ULBs) to take climate actions. 

 Long term visionary policy is needed to tackle climate change with political commitment. 

o E.g. On September 23, Maharashtra’s Environment Minister announced that 43 

cities across the State will join the UN-backed ‘Race to Zero’ global campaign, which 

aims to create jobs while meeting goals of climate change and sustainable 

development. 

Conclusion 

India is becoming increasingly urban. Its cities or city-like villages are sites where the twin challenges 

of climate change and inclusive development will be won or lost.  While gloom and doom dominate 

climate reportage, a range of solutions with co-benefits for climate action and development exists. 

How to leverage these solutions and equip our city planners and citizens to implement them is what 

we should focus on. 

Managing and facilitating the process of urbanization is essential for India’s structural 

transformation and hence, a comprehensive Urbanisation Policy is the need of the 

hour for India. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Planned Urbanisation is fundamental to India’s ambitions of becoming a five trillion-dollar economy 
by 2025 and a 10 trillion-dollar economy by 2030. 
Key Demand of the question:  
To understand the main issues in the urban areas as well as mention the necessary steps through 
planning and administration to boost the quality of life in urban areas. 
Directive word: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving an account on how rapidly Indian Urban spaces are growing both in terms of 
population density as well as growing urban spills . 
Body: 
First, mention the various issues plaguing urban areas such as a need for affordable housing, issues 
of urban slums, waste management, poor drainage etc. 
Next, mention about the important factors on which policy deliberation needs to take place such as 
balance of urban population density with economies of scale and infrastructural facilities among 
others. 
Next discuss the importance of mobilising funds other than public funds and also some of the 
essential components of urban planning to include sustainability, improved mobility etc for a well 
functioning urban space. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the key components for a functional and effective urban city. 
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Introduction 

Cities are drivers of economic growth. As India urbanises, it must ensure that its cities offer a decent 

quality of life and facilitate job creation. These imperatives are fundamental to India’s ambitions of 

becoming a five trillion-dollar economy by 2025 and a 10 trillion-dollar economy by 2030. 

A policy is needed to guide the planning and management of cities towards enabling India’s growth 

ambitions and also giving its residents a good quality of life, in a sustainable manner. 

Body 

 From a population of 377 million in 2011, Indian cities are projected to house 870 million 

people by 2050, according to the UN’s projections — by far the highest among all nations. 

 Delhi is likely to become the world’s most populous urban agglomeration by 2030, 

surpassing Tokyo. 

 India is home to 11% of the total global urban population. 

 By 2027, India will surpass China as the most populous country in the world. 

 Unplanned urbanization, however, exerts great strain on our cities. 

 In fact, the Covid-19 pandemic has revealed the dire need for the planning and management 

of our cities. 

 The existing urban planning and governance framework is complex, which often leads to 

ambiguity and lack of accountability. 

Challenges faced by urban centres 

 Inadequate affordable housing has meant that almost one-sixth of the urban population 

lives in slums. 

 High population density: On the one hand, the rural-urban migration accelerates the pace 

of urbanisation, on the other, it creates excessive population pressure on the existing public 

utilities. 

 Consequently, the cities suffer from the problems of slums, crime, unemployment, urban 

poverty, pollution, congestion, ill-health and several deviant social activities. 

 Water supply is unreliable. Groundwater has been exploited unabated, without proper 

measures to recharge the water table. 

 Mountains of solid waste sit on the fringes of our cities. Even today, waste segregation and 

recycling are poor due to lack of implementation and behaviour of people. 

 Poor drainage, congested roads and deteriorating air quality are other challenges. 

 Estimates by a high-powered expert committee and by the McKinsey Global Institute 

indicated in 2011-12 that nearly Rs 39-60 lakh crore are to be invested in urban 

infrastructure in the next 30 years. 

 These amounts are outside the range of what the public budget can support. 

For our growth ambitions to succeed, not only do these gaps have to be filled, but even greater 

needs, necessitated by the growing population, have to be accommodated. 
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Comprehensive urbanisation policy: Need of the hour 

 Size of population in a city: A proper balance between agglomeration economies and 

manageability as well as density and distance will hold the key in determining the right size 

for our cities. 

o A way around this is a kind of decentralised urbanisation where multiple cities are 

clustered into growth regions. 

o These would facilitate agglomeration economies and yet be of a manageable size. 

 Finance: Monetising land assets is an option. More efficient service delivery through the 

private sector is another. 

 Proper planning: The country must focus on good urban planning, instead of prioritising 

construction. 

o Decisions on what to build need to emerge from a good plan, not in isolation. 

Planning must be dynamic enough to adjust to a city’s growth. 

 Improving Access to Health Facilities & Welfare Schemes: Accelerating efficiency of welfare 

and relief schemes along with ensuring access to free vaccines, food security and adequate 

shelter in the slums. 

o Improving sanitation and transportation facilities in slums and establishing clinics 

and healthcare facilities. 

o Aiding non-profits and local support bodies who have better reach to these 

marginalised communities. 

 Sustainable living: India has only 2.5 per cent of the world’s landmass and 4 per cent of the 

world’s freshwater. Hence, global standards of land and water use may be too generous for 

us. Resource efficiency should be integral to urban planning. 

Conclusion 

The need is for a well-thought-out urbanisation policy to guide the planning and management of 

cities towards accommodating and enabling India’s growth ambitions and also assuring its residents 

a good quality of life, in a sustainable manner. 

A sound urbanisation policy will guide how the growing urban population lives, works, and plays in 

India’s cities of the future. Such a policy is the need of the hour and cannot be delayed. 
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Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

 The deeply entrenched communalism and casteism permeates as occasional 

outbursts of violence against the poor and vulnerable. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The video footage of a photographer hired by the administration stomping on the body of a man 
during an eviction drive in Assam’s Darrang district was brutal enough to make one think it wasn’t 
real. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the how communalism and casteism lead to violence and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining communalism and casteism. 
Body: 
First, discuss the reasons contributing to Communalism; Vested political interests, Rise of communal 
organisations, Politicization of local problems, religious fundamentalism and how they lead to 
violence etc. Cite examples to substantiate your points. 
Next, explain how in Indian societal setup caste a form of social stratification leads to discrimination, 
exploitation, intolerance and leads to violence. Cite examples to substantiate your points. 
Next, discuss the impact of communal and caste violence on Indian society; impact on social fabric, 
economy, polity etc. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward for eradicating communalism and casteism in India. 
Introduction 

Communalism is an aggressive political ideology linked to religion. In the Indian context, is most 

commonly perceived as a phenomenon of religious differences between groups that often lead 

to tension, and even rioting between them. In its not so violent manifestation, communalism 

amounts to discrimination against a religious group in matters such as employment or education. 

Caste system or casteism can be defined as affinity for hereditary endogamous group, having a 

common name, common traditional occupation, common culture, relatively rigid in matters of 

mobility, distinctiveness of status and forming a single homogenous community. 

Body 

Reasons for communalism 

 Historical factors: British policy of divide and rule led them to focus on using religion to 

divide India. Hindus and Muslims were propped against each other for vested interests. 

 Political factors: The political factors include religion-based politics, identity 

politics, partiality of political leaders towards their communities, communal speeches and 

hate speech by party leaders and politicians during elections (though steps have been taken 

against the same recently, still they continue unabated) etc. 

o The Mandir-Masjid politics, Babri masjid demolition, et, can be considered an 

outcome of this process. 
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o In India, the politics of opportunism, is the biggest cause of communalism. 

 Food preferences: The issue of beef consumption and transportation has been a contentious 

issue in India and has triggered communal outbreaks in various parts of the country. 

 Social factors: Minority Concentration Areas, as identified by the government, are 

relatively backward and falling behind the national average in terms of socioeconomic and 

basic amenities indicators. 

o This has also been systematically documented even in 2006 report by the Sachar 

Committee. 

o These vulnerabilities and unfortunate realities are commonly misused to fan 

communalism and attain political ends. 

Caste as a thorn in societal cohesion 

 Dalit violence: Increasing trend of caste-based violence are related to instances of inter-

caste marriage and assertion of basic rights by Dalits including land rights, freedom of 

expression, access to justice, access to education etc. 

o g. A group of Dalits were attacked in Una, Gujarat when they had participated in 

the movement for demand of land ownership for the Dalits. 

o Hathras Gang rape of a Dalit woman was touted as caste based violence. 

 Manual scavenging: Manual scavenging eventually became a caste-based occupation, which 

involves the removal of untreated human excreta from bucket toilets or pit latrines. Even 

today, this practice is prevalent, even if outlawed by the government. 

o As on Dec 2020, 340 people had died while cleaning sewers and septic tanks in the 

past five years. 

 Untouchability: Though abolished under Constitution, Untouchability is more visible in the 

districts where local deities hold the sway. 

o Eg: In Shimla, Kullu, Sirmaur and Kinnaur, Dalits are still not allowed to enter 

temples or touch the deities. 

 Exploitation: The segmentation of the society into caste, prevents true binding of society. 

This segmentation can be leveraged to create more divisions, thereby allowing the societal 

disintegration. 

Impact of communal and caste violence on Indian society 

 The caste system and religion based identity is a significant social system in India. One’s 

caste/religion affects their options regarding marriage, employment, education, economies, 

mobility, housing and politics, among others. 

 Hindered national unity: The caste system and religion developed a parochial feeling and 

made the people unduly conscious of their own castes/religion. 

o Many a time caste/communal interests were given priority over national interest. 

o Thus the whole system stood against the very concept of national unity. 
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 Hinders democracy: Democracy presupposes human equality, but the caste system believed 

in inequality and there was a hierarchical arrangement. 

o Today caste has manifested into a subject to gain political benefits, like reservation 

in educational colleges, government jobs etc. 

 Lowered women’s status: The practice of Sati, child marriage etc  were result of caste 

system. Women were treated as second-class citizens. This patriarchal behaviour is still 

prevalent today. 

 Violence and conflict: Dalit atrocities, sexual assault on lower caste women etc are result of 

such discrimination and exploitation which are in turn a result of caste and communal 

identities deeply entrenched in Indian society 

Conclusion 

Government must encourage and support civil society and NGOs to run projects that help create 

communal awareness, build stronger community relation and cultivating values of communal 

harmony in next generation. A pro-active approach by National Foundation for Communal Harmony 

(NFCH), the body responsible for promoting communal harmony is needed. Finally, there is need to 

reform in present criminal justice system, speedy trials and adequate compensation to the victims of 

caste/communal, may act as deterrent. 

It is said that one form of communalism fattens another form of communalism. 

Comment in the light of recent events in Bangladesh and its repercussions and 

reactions in India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The post Durga Puja violence against Hindus in Bangladesh has found disturbing resonance in 
neighbouring Tripura. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how communalism escalates by sharp reactions and ingrained bigotry. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define communalism. 
Body: 
First, write about the reasons contributing to Communalism; Vested political interests, Rise of 
communal organisations, Politicization of local problems, Religious fundamentalism etc. Mention 
how there is a interplay among the factors which leads to escalation of communal clashes. 
Substantiate with examples. 
Discuss the impact of communalism on Indian society; impact on social fabric, economy, polity etc. 
Conclusion: 
Suggest way forward for eradicating communalism. 
Introduction 

Communalism is characterised by a strong allegiance to one’s own ethnic group rather than to 

society as a whole. the basis of allegiance may be varied such as language, ethnicity, region, religion 

etc. In India, communalism as a social phenomenon is characterized by the religion of two 
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communities, often leading to acrimony, tension and even rioting between them. Communalism 

essentially leads to violence as it is based on mutual religious hatred. 

Body 

Background 

 The post Durga Puja violence against Hindus in Bangladesh has found disturbing resonance 

in neighbouring Tripura. 

 It is a cause for concern that after nearly two decades of relative peace, the Northeast has 

started to simmer again. 

 Old fault lines — of land, language, ethnicity, faith — have once again started to shape 

political mobilisations in the region. 

Ramification of Communalism 

 Genocides: With mass killings, the real sufferers are the poor, who lose their house, their 

near and dear ones, their lives, their livelihood, etc. It violates the human rights from all 

direction. Sometimes children lose their parents and will become orphan for a lifetime. 

 Affects the Social fabric: It causes hatred among different religious sections in the society 

and disrupts the peaceful social fabric of our society. 

 Ghettoization and refugee problem are other dimensions of communalism induced 

violence, whether it’s inter country or intra country. 

 Communal Violence: Sudden increase in violence against any particular community 

causes mass exodus and stampede which in turn kills many number of people. For example, 

this was seen in the case of Bangalore in 2012, with respect to people from North eastern 

states, which was stimulated by a rumour. 

 Apart from having effect on the society, it is also a threat to Indian constitutional values, 

which promotes secularism and religious tolerance. In that case, citizens don’t fulfil their 

fundamental duties towards the nation. 

 It becomes a threat for the unity and integrity of the nation as a whole. It promotes only the 

feeling of hatred in all directions, dividing the society on communal lines. 

 Minorities are viewed with suspicion by all, including state authorities like police, para-

military forces, army, intelligence agencies, etc. There have been many instances when 

people from such community have been harassed and detained and finally have been 

released by court orders guilt free. For this, there is no provision for compensation of such 

victims, about their livelihood incomes forgone, against social stigmas and emotional trauma 

of the families. 

 Economic fallout: Economic growth can take place only in environment of peace and 

tranquillity, communalism creates an atmosphere of intolerance and violence which would 

impede the flow of goods and capital. 

 The flow of labour from productive activities is diverted to unproductive activities; there is 

massive destruction of public properties to spread the ideology. 
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 The investment attitude towards the country from foreign investor would be cautiousness; 

they tend to avoid the countries with highly communal country, for not take the risk of end 

up losing their investment. 

 Barrier for development: Communal activities occurring frequently do harm the human 

resource and economy of the country. And then again it takes years for the people and the 

affected regions to come out the traumas of such violence, having deep impact on minds of 

those who have faced it. They feel emotionally broken and insecure. 

 Terrorism and Secessionism: As seen during the Khalistan movement in Punjab. 

Steps to check the growth of Communalism: 

 Economic: 

o Poverty is one of the major factors for communal violence. Poverty alleviation 

measures are thus important for promoting communal harmony. 

o Eradicating the problem of unemployment among the youths, illiteracy and poverty 

and that too with honesty and without any discrimination. 

o Reducing educational and economic backwardness of minorities like Muslims. 

o This can uplift their socio economic status and reduce their deprivation compared to 

Hindus 

 Social: 

o The religious leaders and preachers should promote rational and practical things 

through religion promoting peace and security. 

o Children in schools must be taught through textbooks and pamphlets to maintain 

brotherhood and respect for all religions 

o Creating awareness in the society about the ill effects of communism through mass 

media 

 Political: 

o Political communism should be avoided recent Supreme court’s directives 

o Identification and mapping of riot prone areas. For Example, Delhi police used 

drones to monitor to maintain vigil during communal festivals 

o Media, movies and other cultural platforms can be influential in promoting peace 

and harmony. 

o Social Media should be monitored for violent and repulsive content and taken off 

immediately. 

 Recommendations of Committee on National Integration 

o Joint celebration of community festivals 

o Observing restraint by Hindus while taking processions before the mosques 
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o Formation of peace and brotherhood communities at local level to prevent anti-

social elements from engaging in communal riots 

o Respect for religious customs, rituals and practices 

Conclusion 

Communalism cannot be accepted as the necessary evil in the society. It is detrimental to the 

development, social change, democracy and the federal feature of the State. Jawaharlal Nehru had 

pointed out the issue and termed it as the greatest danger. And so he said that anyone who loves 

India would hate communalism and anyone who hates India would love communalism. 

 

 

Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

Seismic waves helps us to unravel the mysteries of the Earth’s interior. Explain. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: NCERT fundamentals of physical Geography for Class-XI 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how we can understand the interior of earth by using Seismic waves. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning that the structure of Earth’s deep interior cannot be studied directly  but 
geologists use seismic (earthquake) waves to understand the interior structure of earth. 
Body: 
First, define what are seismic waves and their types. 
Explain, how the difference in their properties helps us to understand the earth’s interior. Also, draw 
a neat labelled diagram for better presentation of your answer. 
Conclusion: 
Mention the significance of understanding the interior of the earth. 
Introduction 

Seismic waves are caused by the sudden movement of materials  within the Earth, such as slip along 

a fault during an earthquake. Volcanic eruptions, explosions, landslides, avalanches, and even 

rushing rivers can also cause seismic waves. Seismic waves travel through and around the Earth and 

can be recorded with seismometers. 

Body: 

Understanding the structure of the earth’s interior (crust, mantle, core) and various forces (heat, 

seismic waves) emanating from it is essential to understand the evolution of the earth’s surface, its 
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current shape and its future, the geophysical phenomenon like volcanism, earthquakes, earth’s 

magnetic field, the internal structure of various solar system objects, the evolution and present 

composition of the atmosphere for mineral exploration. 

Earthquake waves and interior of the earth: 
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 They are the most important source available to understand the layered structure of the 

earth. 

 All natural earthquakes take place in the lithosphere. Earthquake waves are basically of two 

types — body waves and surface waves. 

 Body waves are generated due to the release of energy at the focus and move in all 

directions travelling through the body of the earth. Hence, the name body waves. 

 The body waves interact with the surface rocks and generate new set of waves called 

surface waves. These waves move along the surface. 

 The velocity of waves changes as they travel through materials with different densities. The 

denser the material, the higher is the velocity. Their direction also changes as they reflect or 

refract when coming across materials with different densities. 

 There are two types of body waves. They are called P and S-waves. P-waves move faster and 

are the first to arrive at the surface. These are also called ‘primary waves’. 
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 The P-waves are similar to sound waves. They travel through gaseous, liquid and solid 

materials. 

 S-waves arrive at the surface with some time lag. These are called secondary waves. An 

important fact about S-waves is that they can travel only through solid materials. This 

characteristic of the S-waves is quite important. 

 It has helped scientists to understand the structure of the interior of the earth. Reflection 

causes waves to rebound whereas refraction makes waves move in different directions. 

 The variations in the direction of waves are inferred with the help of their record on 

seismograph. The surface waves are the last to report on seismograph. These waves are 

more destructive. They cause displacement of rocks, and hence, the collapse of structures 

occurs. 

 Earthquake waves get recorded in seismographs located at far off locations. However, there 

exist some specific areas where the waves are not reported. Such a zone is called the 

‘shadow zone’. The study of different events reveals that for each earthquake, there exists 

an altogether different shadow zone. 

Conclusion: 

The velocity of seismic waves changes as they travel through materials with different elasticity and 

density. The more elastic and denser the material is, the higher is the velocity. They also undergo 

refection or refraction when they come across materials with different densities. Earth’s internal 

structure can be understood by analyzing the patterns of reflection, refraction and change in velocity 

of the seismic waves when they travel through it. 

  

The scale of geologic time is vast, currently estimated at nearly 4.6 billion years. 

During that time, life evolved into the familiar forms we see today. Elaborate upon the 

importance of studying geologic time scale (GTS). (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the evolution of earth as per geological time scale and its importance of studying it. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining geologic time scale (GTS). 
Body: 
First, in brief explain the various components of GTS. Write how the earth evolved in to current life 
forms through various phases of GTS. 
Next, write about the importance of studying GTS – information about the formation of earth, 
information about sequential evolution of organisms etc. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by mentioning that GTS helps understanding time relationships and how life on Earth 
changed through time.   
Introduction 

The geological time scale (GTS) is a system of chronological measurement that relates stratigraphy 

to time, and is used by geologists, palaeontologists, and other Earth scientists to describe the 

timing and relationships between events that have occurred throughout Earth’s history. 

Evidence from radiometric dating indicates that Earth is about 4.54 billion years old. The geology or 

deep time of Earth’s past has been organized into various units according to events which took place 

in each period. 

Body 

Importance of studying geologic time scale (GTS) 

 The geologic time scaleis an important tool used to portray the history of the Earth—a 

standard timeline used to describe the age of rocks and fossils, and the events that formed 

them. 

 The geologic time scale, the “calendar” for events in Earth history, is a system of 

chronological measurement that relates stratigraphy (study of rock layers and layering) to 

time, and is used by geologists, palaeontologists, and other Earth scientists to describe the 

timing and relationships between events that have occurred throughout Earth’s history. 

 It subdivides all time into named units of abstract time called – in descending order of 

duration—eons, eras, periods, epochs, and ages. 

 Particular kinds of organisms are characteristic of particular parts of the geologic record. 

 By correlating the strata in which certain types of fossils are found, the geologic history of 

various regions—and of Earth as a whole—can be reconstructed. 

 GTS has allowed us to reconstruct the geological history of Earth by comparing rocks and 

fossils from place to place. This is critically important because no single place on Earth 

preserves a complete geological history, or even a small fraction of it. 

 The fossil forms that occur in the rocks, however, provide the chief means of establishing a 

geologic time scale, with the timing of the emergence and disappearance of widespread 

species from the fossil record being used to delineate the beginnings and endings of ages, 

epochs, periods, and other intervals. 

 It could help predict possible or probable changes in or on our planet , mostly for future 

needs of human survival. 

 It gives a better predictability of cause and effects of current changes due to global warming 

and Teutonic Plate shifts and Earth Tilt shifts . 

Conclusion 

Thus, Geologic time is, in effect, that segment of Earth history that is represented by and recorded in 

the planet’s rock strata. The geological time scale provides a global summary of countless small-scale 

temporal correlations of rock layers made at local and regional scales. 
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The Ring of Fire, also referred to as the Circum-Pacific Belt, is a path along the Pacific 

Ocean characterized by active volcanoes and frequent earthquakes. Discuss the 

reasons for it. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write the reasons for the frequent earthquakes and volcanic activity in the Circum-pacific belt. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining what is Ring of fire and cite statistic related to the volcanism and eaqrthquake in 
the region. 
Body: 
First draw small, neat diagram of Ring of Fire and show its location, shape, and characteristics. 
Next, discuss the formation of the Pacific Ring of Fire and explaining the reason behind its active 
state due to which it hosts the largest number of active volcanoes of the world, its association with 
plate tectonics. Give some of the important geological features associated with it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating relevance of the geographical feature to the world physiography. 
Introduction 

The Ring of Fire is a Pacific region home to over 450 volcanoes, including three of the world’s four 

most active volcanoes – Mount St. Helens in the USA, Mount Fuji in Japan and Mount Pinatubo in 

the Philippines. It is also sometimes called the circum-Pacific belt. Around 90% of the world’s 

earthquakes occur in the Ring of Fire, and 80% of the world’s largest earthquakes. 

Body 
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Location of Circum-Pacific Region (“Pacific Ring of fire”): 

 It stretches along the Pacific Ocean coastlines, where the Pacific Plate grinds against other, 

smaller tectonic plates that form the Earth’s crust – such as the Philippine Sea plate and the 

Cocos and Nazca Plates that line the edge of the Pacific Ocean. 

 The 40,000 kilometre horse-shoe-shaped ring loops from New Zealand to Chile, passing 

through the coasts of Asia and the Americas on the way. 

 The chain of volcanoes extends from Aleutian Islands into Kamchatka, Japan, the Philippines 

and Indonesia, southward into Pacific Islands of Solomon, Tonga and New Zealand. On the 

other side of the pacific, the chain continues from the Andes to Central America (Guatemala, 

Costa Rica and Nicaragua), Mexico and right up to Alaska. 

 Example: Mt. Fuji, Mt.Vesuvius, Stromboli, Etna etc. 

Formation is due to the Ocean – Ocean plate collision and Ocean – Continent plate collision: 

 The Ring of Fire is a direct outcome of the tectonic activities in the Pacific Ocean. The 

lithosphere plates are in constant motion and collisions. 

 These plates making up the outermost layer of the earth are always moving on top of the 

mantle and sometimes pull apart, collide, or slide past each other resulting in divergent 

boundaries, convergent boundaries, and transform boundaries respectively. 

 The Ring of Fire is the result from subduction of oceanic tectonic plates beneath lighter 

continental plates. The area where these tectonic plates meet is called a subduction zone. 

 Subduction zones are also predominant due to the action of the tectonic movements when 

heavier plates slip under lighter plates, creating deep trenches. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/plate.gif


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 79 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 The subduction alters the heavy mantle into buoyant magma which moves up the crust to 

the surface of the earth. When this occurs over millions of years, the rising magma brings 

about a series of active volcanoes referred to as volcanic arc. 

 The volcanic arcs and ocean trenches run parallel to each other thereby bringing about the 

ever expanding Pacific Ring of Fire. 

 For example, the Aleutian Islands in Alaska run parallel to the Aleutian Trench. What’s more, 

the Andes Mountains of South America runs parallel to the Peru-Chile Trench. 

 These parallel geologic features are the ones responsible for the subductions of the Plates. 

 When it comes to plate tectonic boundaries, it leads to faulting, crashing, and formation of 

rift valleys on the sea floor which contributes to the ejection of magma and powerful 

shaking of the ocean floor. 

 This leads to the formation of more cracks, vents, and fault lines which can trigger strong 

earthquakes and volcanic activities. 

 The ejected magma is cooled by the seawater to form new crust, creating high ridges on the 

ocean floor. 

 The East Pacific Rise is one of the major locations experiencing fast seafloor spreading in the 

ring of fire. 

 

Ring of fire and earthquakes: 
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 The world’s deepest earthquakes happen in subduction zone areas as tectonic plates scrape 

against each other – and the Ring of Fire has the world’s biggest concentration of subduction 

zones. 

 As energy is released from the earth’s molten core, it forces tectonic plates to move and 

they crash up against each other, causing friction. The friction causes a build-up of energy 

and when this energy is finally released it causes an earthquake. If this happens at sea it can 

cause devastating tsunamis. 

 Tectonic plates usually only move on average a few centimetres each year, but when an 

earthquake strikes, they speed up massively and can move at several metres per second. 

Conclusion 

Volcanoes have a huge impact on man and material as urbanization and globalization increases. The 

effects have impacts on flora, fauna and the global warming which can accelerate the climate 

change. 

Deltas are incredibly diverse and ecologically as well as economically important 

ecosystems. Analyse the threats posed by anthropogenic activities to deltas. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: To write about the ecological and economical importance of deltas and 
threats posed to human activities to it. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining the landform of Delta. 
Body: 
First, mention about the diversity of deltas and the reasons therefor. 
Next, write about the economic significance of deltas across the word. Cite examples. 
Next, write about the ecological significance of deltas with examples across the world. 
Finally, mention how anthropogenic activities are negatively affecting deltas – cite facts and 
statistics. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting steps protect deltas. 
Introduction 

A river delta is a low-lying plain or landform that occurs at the mouth of a river near where it flows 

into an ocean or another larger body of water. It is a “depositional feature” of a river in its senile or 

old stage. These are wetlands that form as rivers empty their water and sediment into another body 

of water, such as an ocean, lake, or another river. Deltas’ greatest importance to human activities, 

fish and wildlife lay in their characteristic highly fertile soil and dense, diverse vegetation. 

Body 
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Importance of deltas 

 River deltas are important in human civilization, as they are major agricultural production 

centers and population centers. 

 They can provide coastline defense and can impact drinking water supply. 

 The Mississippi River Delta, for example, buffers the impact of potentially strong hurricanes 

in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 River deltas boast some of the most biodiverse systems on the planet. 

 As such, it is essential that these unique and beautiful havens of biodiversity remain as 

healthy habitat for the many species of plants, animals, insects, and fish — some rare, 

threatened or endangered — which call them home. 

Threats posed by anthropogenic activities to deltas 

 Human activities in both deltas and the river basins upstream of deltas can radically alter 

delta environments. 

 Upstream land use change such as anti-erosion agricultural practicesand hydrological 

engineering such as dam construction in the basins feeding deltas have reduced river 

sediment delivery to many deltas in recent decades. 

 This change means that there is less sediment available to maintain delta landforms, and 

compensate for erosion and sea level rise, causing some deltas to start losing land. 

 Declines in river sediment delivery are projected to continue in the coming decades. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/deltas.jpg


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 82 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 The extensive anthropogenic activities in deltas also interfere with geomorphological and 

ecological delta processes. 

 People living on deltas often construct flood defences which prevent sedimentation from 

floods on deltas, and therefore means that sediment deposition can’t compensate 

for subsidence and erosion. 

 In addition to interference with delta aggradation, pumping of groundwater, oil, and gas, 

and constructing infrastructure all accelerate subsidence, increasing relative sea level rise. 

 Anthropogenic activities can also destabilise river channels through sand mining, and 

cause saltwater intrusion. 

 There are small-scale efforts to correct these issues, improve delta environments and 

increase environmental sustainability through sedimentation enhancing strategies. 

Conclusion 

Thus there is a delicate struggle between preserving natural ecosystems and using the planet’s 

resources that must be maintained on the deltas of the world. 

Explain in detail various landforms of glaciation and their significance. Analyse the 

threats posed by black carbon to glaciers? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write the various forms of glacial landforms and the impact of black carbon on glaciers. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by describing glaciers and its types. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the erosional landforms created by the glaciers. 
Next, write about the depositional landforms created by the glaciers. 
Next, the significance of glacial landforms in geomorphic process, economy and ecology. 
Finally, write about Black carbon – its heat trapping properties and its impact on glaciers – cite 
recent examples to substantiate its impact. 
Conclusion: 
Mention a way forward to protect the glaciers from the effects of black carbon. 
Introduction 

A glacier is a large mass of ice that is persistently moving under its own weight over the land or as 

linear flows down the slopes of mountains in broad trough-like valleys. Glaciers are formed in the 

areas where the accumulation of snow exceeds its ablation (melting and sublimation) over many 

years, often centuries. Glaciers move under the influence of the force of gravity. 

Body 
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Key features of glacial landforms: 

Erosional Landforms: 

 Cirque: 

 Cirques are horseshoe shaped, deep, long and wide troughs or basins with very steep to 

vertically dropping high walls at its head as well as sides. 

 Cirques are often found along the head of Glacial Valley 

 The accumulated ice cuts these cirques while moving down the mountain tops. 

 After the glacier melts, water fills these cirques, and they are known as cirque lake. 

 Horns: 

 Horns form through head-ward erosion of the cirque walls. 

 If three or more radiating glaciers cut headward until their cirques meet, high, sharp 

pointed and steep-sided peaks called horns form. 

 Aretes: 

 Arete is a narrow ridge of rock which separates two valleys. 

 Aretes are typically formed when two glacial cirques erode head-wards towards one 

another 

 The divides between Cirque side walls or head walls get narrow because of progressive 

erosion and turn into serrated or saw-toothed ridges referred to as aretes with very 

sharp crest and a zig-zag outline. 
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 Glacial Valleys: 

 Glaciated valleys are trough-like and U-shaped with wide, flat floors and relatively 

smooth, and steep sides. 

 When the glacier disappears, and water fills the deep narrow sections of the valley, a 

ribbon lake is formed. 

 Fjords/Fiords: 

 A fjord or fiord is a long, narrow and steep-sided inlet created by a glacier 

 They are formed where the lower end of a very deep glacial trough is filled with sea 

water 

 Fjords are common in Norway, Chile, and New Zealand etc. 

 Hanging Valleys: 

 A hanging valley is a tributary valley that is higher than the main valley. Hanging valleys 

are common along glaciated fjords and U-shaped valleys. 

 The main valley is eroded much more rapidly than the tributary valleys as it contains a 

much larger glacier 

 After the ice has melted tributary valley, therefore, hangs above the main valley 

 The faces of divides or spurs of such hanging valleys opening into main glacial valleys are 

quite often truncated to give them an appearance like triangular facets. 

 Often, waterfalls form at or near the outlet of the upper valley 

 Thus, the hanging valley may form a natural head of water for generating hydroelectric 

power 

Depositional Landforms: 

 Outwash plains: 

o An outwash plain is a plain at the foot of the glacial mountain 

o They are made up of fluvioglacial sediments, washed out from the terminal 

moraines by the streams and channels of the stagnant ice mass. 

o As it flows, the glacier grinds the underlying rock surface and carries the debris 

along. 

 Moraines: 

o The unassorted coarse and fine debris dropped by the melting glaciers is called 

glacial till. 

o The long ridges of deposits of these glacial till is called as Moraines 

o Depending on its position, moraines are classified into be ground, lateral, medial 

and terminal moraine. 

 Eskers: 
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o An esker is a long, winding sinuous ridge of stratified sand and gravel 

o Eskers are frequently several kilometres long and, because of their peculiar uniform 

shape, are somewhat like railway embankments 

o When glaciers melt in summer, the water flows on the surface of the ice or seeps 

down along the margins or even moves through holes in the ice. 

o These waters accumulate beneath the glacier and flow like streams in a channel 

beneath the ice. 

o Such streams flow over the ground with ice forming its banks. 

 Drumlins: 

o Drumlins are smooth oval shaped ridge-like features composed mainly of glacial till 

with some masses of gravel and sand. 

o The drumlins form due to the dumping of rock debris beneath heavily loaded ice 

through fissures in the glacier. 

o The long axes of drumlins are parallel to the direction of ice movement. 

o They may measure up to 1000m in length and 30-35 m or so in height. 

o One end of the drumlins facing the glacier called the stoss 

Significance of Glaciers: 

 Glaciers and Thermo (heat) Haline (salt) Circulation: 

o The melting fresh water from glaciers alters the ocean, not only by directly 

contributing to the global sea level rise, but also because it pushes down the heavier 

salt water, thereby changing the currents in the ocean. 

 Glaciers and winds: 

o As the planet’s air conditioner, the polar ice caps impact weather and climate 

dynamics, such as the jet stream. 

 Glaciers and climate change: 

o Glaciers are also early indicators of climate changes that will have a somewhat more 

delayed impact on other parts of the Earth system. Glaciers are sentinels of climate 

change. 

 Glaciers provide drinking water: 

o People living in arid climates near mountains often rely on glacial melt for their 

water for part of the year. e.g.: Ganges, Yangtze 

 Glaciers irrigate crops: 

o In Switzerland’s Rhone Valley, farmers have irrigated their crops for hundreds of 

years by channelling meltwater from glaciers to their fields. 

 Glaciers help generate hydroelectric power: 
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o Scientists and engineers in Norway, central Europe, Canada, New Zealand, and South 

America have worked together to tap into glacial resources, using electricity that has 

been generated in part by damming glacial meltwater. 

Threats posed by Black Carbon: 

 Black carbon results from the incomplete combustion of fossil fuels and biomass. BC is 

produced both naturally and by human activities as a result of the incomplete combustion of 

fossil fuels, biofuels, and biomass. Primary sources include emissions from diesel engines, 

cook stoves, wood burning and forest fires. 

 The fine particles absorb light and about a million times more energy than carbon dioxide. 

 It is said to be the second largest contributor to climate change after CO2. But unlike CO2, 

which can stay in the atmosphere for years together, black carbon is short-lived and remains 

in the atmosphere only for days to weeks before it descends as rain or snow. 

 Black carbon absorbs solar energy and warms the atmosphere. When it falls to earth with 

precipitation, it darkens the surface of snow and ice, reducing their albedo (the reflecting 

power of a surface), warming the snow, and hastening melting. 

 India is the second largest emitter of black carbon in the world, with emissions expected to 

increase dramatically in the coming decades, says an April 2019 study in the journal 

Atmospheric Research, with the Indo Gangetic plains said to be the largest contributor. 

Conclusion 

Glaciers are one of the most visible icons of the “cryosphere”, the cold parts of the world where 

temperatures fall below the freezing point of water, a natural tipping point that profoundly changes 

the environment. From the Andes to the Himalayas, the loss of mountain glaciers is a real concern. 

value addition 

Glaciation generally gives rise to erosional features in the highlands and depositional features on 

the lowlands, though these processes are not mutually exclusive because a glacier plays a combined 

role of erosion, transportation and deposition throughout its course. It erodes its valley by two 

processes viz. plucking & abrasion. 

 Plucking → Glacier freezes the joints & beds of underlying rocks, tears out individual blocks & 

drags them away. 

 Abrasion → Glacier scratches, scrapes, polishes & scours the valley floor with the debris 

frozen into it. 

While the earth’s crust is undergoing constructive changes to create new relief, 

external forces of nature are working vigorously to level this down. Explain. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Certificate Physical & Human Geography by Goh Cheng Leong. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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The question expects us to explain that the earth’s crust is a result of the constructive changes as a 
result of orogenesis and the external forces that are aggressively working to wear away the surface. 
Explain what these forces are and how they impact the formation of earth’s crust 
Directive word: 
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Highlight that earth’s crust is a result of the constructive changes as a result of orogenesis and the 
external forces that are aggressively working to wear away the surface. 
Body: 
First, explain that orogenesis builds new mountains, folding and faulting causes uplift or depression 
in certain areas and volcanic disruptions also modify the surface 
Next, explain the various external forces that working against such forces such as weathering, 
erosion, transportation and depositing. Explain how they impact the relief features seen on earth’s 
crust. 
Conclusion: 
Explain what is the impact of such force. 
Introduction 

The earth’s crust is constantly undergoing geological changes caused by Endogenic (internal) 

forces which create new relief features. Meanwhile Exogenic (external) forces are working 

vigorously to wear away the surface. 

Body 

The various internal forces that help in formation of various landforms are Orogenesis, Folding and 

Faulting, volcanic disturbances. 

Orogenesis  is the process of building new mountain ranges by the convergence of tectonic plates. 

This takes place by ocean-continent collision (e.g., the Andes), continent-continent collision (the 

Alps and the Himalayas), or island arc-continent collision (e.g., New Guinea). All these tectonic 

processes create sedimentary basins of various types. 
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Folding: A fold can be defined as a bend in rock that is the response to compressional forces. Folds 

are most visible in rocks that contain layering. It causes uplift of particular area. The simplest type of 

fold is called a monocline. This fold involves a slight bend in otherwise parallel layers of rock. 

An anticline is a convex up fold in rock that resembles an arch like structure with the rock beds (or 

limbs) dipping way from the center of the structure. 

Faulting causes depression of particular areas. These faults are named according to the type of 

stress that acts on the rock and by the nature of the movement of the rock blocks either side of the 

fault plane. Normal faults occur when tensional forces act in opposite directions and cause one slab 

of the rock to be displaced up and the other slab down. Reverse faults develop when compressional 

forces exist. Compression causes one block to be pushed up and over the other block. A graben 

fault is produced when tensional stresses result in the subsidence of a block of rock. On a large scale 

these features are known as Rift Valleys. A horst fault is the development of two reverse faults 

causing a block of rock to be pushed up. 
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Volcanic disturbances also modify the landscape. It is release of hot magma from earth’s surface 

due to convectional cells operating underneath giving rise to features such as batholiths, phacoliths 

etc. underneath and volcanic mountains above earth’s surface. 

The various external forces that working against constructive forces are weathering, erosion, 

transportation and depositing. 

 Weathering: The gradual disintegration of rocks by atmospheric or weathering forces. They 

are of two kinds 

o Chemical Weathering: basic process by which denudation occurs. Extremely slow 

and gradual decomposition of rocks due to exposure to air and water. Solution, 

Oxidation and Decomposition by Organic Acids are few processes. 

o Physical or Mechanical weathering: physical disintegration of a rock by the actual 

prising apart of separate particles. Repeated temperature changes, Repeated 

wetting and drying, Frost action and Biotic factors are processes. 

 Erosion: The active wearing away of the earth’s surface by moving agents like running water, 

wind, ice and waves. Example: formation of waterfalls, rapids, sea caves, sprayholes. 

 Transportation: the removal of the eroded debris to new positions. Various types include 

mass movements like Soil Creep, Landslides. Example: Formation of Sand dunes in deserts, 

Barchans etc. 

 Deposition: the dumping of the debris in certain parts of the earth, where it may accumulate 

to form new rocks. Example: Beaches 

Anthropogenic activities, Climate change, global warming are further increase the pace of the 

external forces. Example: The deforestation helps in quickening the Erosion process leading to 

quicker denudation. 
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Conclusion 

The interaction of these constructive and destructive forces gives rise to great diversity of present 

day landforms. 

What is weathering? What are the various types of weathering? Explain the various 

factors that affect the weathering process. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write in detail about the geomorphological process of weathering. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start the answer by defining weathering. 
Body: 
In the first part, Types of weathering – chemical, biological, mechanical in detail and the process in 
which it happens. 
Next, factors Influencing Weathering Processes – climate, rock type, slope orientation, vegetation 
etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude the answers by mentioning the significance of the weathering process. 
Introduction 

Weathering is defined as mechanical disintegration and chemical decomposition of rocks through 

the actions of various elements of weather and climate. As very little or no motion of materials takes 

place in weathering, it is an in-situ or on-site process. 

It is an exogenic force, i.e. they derive their strength from the earth’s exterior or originate within the 

earth’s atmosphere. Their actions result in wearing down, hence known as land wearing force. 

Body 

Weathering is of two kinds 

 Chemical Weathering: basic process by which denudation occurs. Extremely slow and 

gradual decomposition of rocks due to exposure to air and water. Solution, Oxidation and 

Decomposition by Organic Acids are few processes. 

 Physical or Mechanical weathering: physical disintegration of a rock by the actual prising 

apart of separate particles. Repeated temperature changes, repeated wetting and drying, 

Frost action and Biotic factors are processes. 

various factors that affect the weathering process 

 Rock and Mineral Type 

 Different rock types weather at different rates. 
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 Certain types of rock are very resistant to weathering. 

 Igneous rocks, especially intrusive igneous rocks such as granite, weather slowly because it is 

hard for water to penetrate them. 

 Other types of rock, such as limestone, are easily weathered because they dissolve in weak 

acids. 

 Rocks that resist weathering remain at the surface and form ridges or hills. Devil’s Tower in 

Wyoming is an igneous rock from beneath a volcano. As the surrounding fewer resistant 

rocks were worn away, the resistant center of the volcano remained behind. 

 Different minerals also weather at different rates. 

 Some minerals in a rock might completely dissolve in water but the more resistant minerals 

remain. In this case, the rock’s surface becomes pitted and rough. 

 When a less resistant mineral dissolves, more resistant mineral grains are released from the 

rock. 

 Climate 

Chemical weathering increases as: 

 Temperature increases: Chemical reactions proceed more rapidly at higher temperatures. 

For each 10oC increase in average temperature, the rate of chemical reactions doubles. 

 Precipitation increases: More water allows more chemical reactions. Since water 

participates in both mechanical and chemical weathering, more water strongly increases 

weathering. 

Conclusion 

The interaction of these constructive and destructive forces gives rise to great diversity of present 

day landforms. 

Value addition 

Significance of weathering 

 Weathering is the first step in formation of soils. 

 Weathering of rocks and deposits helps in the enrichment and concentrations of certain 

valuable ores of iron, manganese, aluminium, copper etc. 

 Weathering helps in soil enrichment. 

 Without weathering, the concentration of the same valuable material may not be sufficient 

and economically viable to exploit, process and refine. This is what is called enrichment. 

  

Identify types of mass movements and how they occur? Evaluate the contributing 

factors to landslides in India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: NCERT – fundamentals of physical Geography for Class 11 
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Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about mass movements and the process of their occurrence. To write about the factors that 
cause landslides in India. 
Directive word:  
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by defining mass movement. 
Body: 
In the first part, enumerate the various types of mass movements – soil creep, Solifluction, slumping 
or sliding. In brief, write about the process which causes their occurrence. 
Next, write about Landslides in India – risk factors, most prone areas, geomorphological climatic 
factors, anthropogenic factors, etc. Bring out its impact. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to deal with landslides. 
Introduction 

Mass wasting or Mass movement is the movement of weathered material down a slope due to 

gravitational forces. Mass movements are very active over weathered slopes rather than over 

unweathered slopes. Usual geographic agents like running water, glaciers, wind, waves etc do not 

have much role to play in mass movements, and it is the gravity, which is the main driving force. 

It is an exogenic forces, i.e. they derive their strength from the earth’s exterior or originate within 

the earth’s atmosphere. Their actions result in wearing down, hence known as land wearing force. 

Body 
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Mass wasting is of two types: 

 Slow movements: 

o Soil Creep: It occurs on moderate steep, soil-covered slopes (doesn’t need to be 

lubricated with water as in solifluction). The movement is extremely slow and 

imperceptible except through extended observation. 

o Solifluction: It is the process of slow down slope flowing of soil mass or fine-grained 

rock debris saturated or lubricated with water. It can be said as a type of creep with 

lubricated water influences the movement. It mainly occurs in permafrost regions as 

the layers of ground water are occupied in between permanently frozen soil and 

rocks. 

 Rapid movements: 

o Earthflow: Movement of water-saturated clayey or silty earth materials down low 

angle terraces or hillsides is called earthflow. 

o Mudflow: In the absence of vegetation and cover and with heavy rainfall, thick 

layers of weathered materials get saturated with water and either slow or rapidly 

flow down along definite channels is called as mudflow. 

o Debris avalanche: It is more in humid regions with or without vegetation. It occurs 

in narrow tracks on sleep slopes and is similar to snow avalanche. 

o Landslides (slumping or sliding): These are very rapid kinds of movement and occur 

when a large mass of soil or rock falls suddenly. Land-slides usually occur on steep 

slopes undercut by a river or the sea so that it falls by gravity. Slumping is 

particularly common where permeable debris or rock layers overlie impermeable 
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strata such as clay. Water sinking through the permeable material is halted by the 

clay. The damp clay provides a smooth slippery surface over which the upper layers 

easily slide. 

 

The contributing factors to landslides in India are: 

 Natural causes 

o Landslides are generally associated with natural calamities like earthquake, volcanic 

eruptions, floods, cloudburst, etc. 

o Long spell of rainfall 

o Loose soil cover and sloping terrain 

 Anthropogenic causes 

o Rapid urbanization and changes in land use patterns 

o Rampant deforestation and mining activities like blasting and quarrying, etc. 

o Increased industrialisation leading to climate change and weather disturbances 

o Change in river flow due to construction of dams, barriers, etc. 

o indiscriminate chopping down of trees. 

o slash and burn cultivation technique called ‘JHUM,’ 

o fast paced road construction 
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o Ever increasing population, grazing, urbanization etc. has destroyed the dense 

natural evergreen forest cover. 

Way Forward: Preparedness and Mitigation: 

 Important preparatory strategies could involve monitoring and landslide prediction. 

 The National Landslide Susceptibility Mapping (NLSM) Programme of the Geological Survey 

of India could help assess the vulnerability of the districts and this could allow the concerned 

states to plan accordingly. 

 Installing early warning systems based on the monitoring of ground conditions like slope 

displacement, strain in soil and rocks, groundwater levels can help warn the residents and 

authorities of the risks. 

 Landslide Education, Awareness and Capacity Building among the residents and the local 

administration must be an important preparation strategy. 

 The district and state disaster management apparatus should be ready for intervention at a 

short notice. 

Winds may erode, transport, and deposit materials and are effective agents in regions 

with sparse vegetation. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write in detail the Aeolian landforms with suitable examples. 
Directive word: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief about Aeolian landforms and its various types. 
Body: 
Explain both erosional and depositional landforms caused by the wind action. 
Take examples – Zeugen or Rock Mushrooms, Yardangs, Blow Outs, Inselbergs, Desert pavement, 
Erg  or Sand Sea, Ripples, Barchan, Longitudinal dunes, Transverse Dunes, Star Dunes etc. Write how 
sparse vegetation plays a part in the formation of the above landforms. 
Use suitable diagrams and explain the effect of wind on them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance of such factors in shaping landforms. 
Introduction 

The wind is the main geomorphic agent in the hot deserts. Winds in hot deserts have greater speed 

which causes erosional and depositional activities in the desert. The landforms which are created by 

erosional and depositional activities of wind are called as Aeolian Landforms.  The wind or Aeolian 

erosion takes place in the following ways, viz. deflation, abrasion, and attrition. This process is not 

unique to the Earth, and it has been observed and studied on other planets, including Mars. 
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Body 

Erosional Landforms due to Wind: 

 

 Pediplains: 

o When the high relief structures in deserts are reduced to low featureless plains by 

the activities of wind, they are called as Pediplains. 

 Deflation Basins: 

o Deflation is the removal of loose particles from the ground by the action of wind. 

o When deflation causes a shallow depression by persistent movements of wind, they 

are called as deflation hollows. 

 Inselbergs: 

o A monadnock or inselberg is an isolated hill, knob, ridge, outcrop, or small mountain 

that rises abruptly from a gently sloping or virtually level surrounding plain. 

 Mushroom Rocks: 

o Ventifacts are rocks that have been abraded, pitted, etched, grooved, or polished by 

wind-driven sand or ice crystals. 

o These geomorphic features are most typically found in arid environments where 

there is little vegetation to interfere with Aeolian particle transport, where there are 

frequently strong winds, and where there is a steady but not overwhelming supply 

of sand. 

o Mushroom Tables / Mushroom rocks are Ventifacts in the shape of a mushroom. 

o In deserts, a greater amount of sand and rock particles are transported close to the 

ground by the winds which cause more bottom erosion in overlying rocks than the 

top. 

o This result in the formation of rock pillars shaped like a mushroom with narrow 

pillars with broad top surfaces. 
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 Demoiselles: 

o These are rock pillars which stand as resistant rocks above soft rocks as a result of 

differential erosion of hard and soft rocks. 

 Zeugen: 

o A table-shaped area of rock found in arid and semi-arid areas formed when more 

resistant rock is reduced at a slower rate than softer rocks around it. 

 Yardangs: 

o Ridge of rock, formed by the action of the wind, usually parallel to the prevailing 

wind direction. 

 Wind bridges and windows: 

o Powerful wind continuously abrades stone lattices, creating holes. Sometimes the 

holes are gradually widened to reach the other end of the rocks to create the effect 

of a window—thus forming a wind window. Window bridges, are formed when the 

holes are further widened to form an arch-like feature. 

Depositional landforms caused by the wind action: 
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 Ripples: 

o Low speed winds deposit the particles in the shape of waves, which are known as 

layers of sands or sand ripples. 

o The inter-difference between these waves may vary from few centimetres to few 

meters. 

o The windward side of Ripples is generally angular at 8° to 10° while leeward side is 

angular at 20° to 30°. Their height rises to a few centimetres only. 

 Sand Dunes: 
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o Velocity of wind carrying sand decreases when it faces some obstacle and therefore 

wind it starts depositing the sand particles on the spot of obstacle only. Resulting in 

the formation of sand dunes. 

o Any shrub, big rock, skeleton of an animal, upland area can act as such obstacle. The 

height of sand dunes may vary from some meters to 150 meters and their length 

may vary between 3 kilometres to 150 kilometres. 

Types of Sand dunes: 

 Barchan: Half-moon and crescent shaped sand dunes are known as Barchans. These are 

convex on windward side and steeper and concave on leeward side. They might be high up 

to 30 meters and their length varies from 150 meters to 200 meters. 

 Self or Longitudinal Sand Dunes: Self is an Arabic word which means ‘Sword’. These sand 

dunes are generally oriented in a direction parallel to prevailing wind but when the dunes 

blow out, sand gets deposited in parallel forms. 

 Coastal Dunes: High velocity winds blow in coastal areas because of this, waves deposit sand 

on the coasts of oceans. Blowing wind gives it a form of ‘Sand Dune’. With the growth of 

vegetation in these areas, curved sand dunes are formed and sometimes they also look like 

Barchans. 

 Loess Plains: Winds deposit light and soft soil over a large area like a blanket, these are 

known as plains of Loess. ‘Loess’ is a word of German language which means yellow colour, 

porous soil with very soft particles. Loess is found in China, Europe, North America, South 

America and Africa. 

Conclusion 

Thus, wind and water act as major erosional factors leading to formation of various landforms. 

Karst landforms are created by water sinking and circulating underground, and the 

resulting chemical erosion of bedrock. Elaborate on the various types of Karst 

landforms. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the process of the formation of Karst landforms and their various types. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning of landforms formed by the action of ground water. 
Body: 
First, explain the chemical process by which Karst landforms are formed. 
Next, Explain the features like; Sinkholes and caves are erosional landforms formed due to the action 
of ground water. 
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Next, explain depositional landforms of groundwater. With neat diagrams the karst landforms 
associated with groundwater. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance of such action of ground water in creation of landforms. 
Introduction 

Karst is a term used to describe landscapes that are formed by chemical weathering process 

controlled by groundwater activity. A karst landform is a geological feature created on the earth’s 

surface by the drainage of water into the ground. Karst landscapes are predominantly composed of 

limestone rock that contains > 70 percent calcium carbonate. 

It is a dry, upland landscape with underground drainage instead of surface streams. It is so named 

after a province of Yugoslavia on the Adriatic Sea coast where such formations are most noticeable. 

Body 

Karsts are found in widely scattered sections of the world, including the Causses of France; the 

Kwangsi area of China; the Yucatán Peninsula in the United States. 

 

Erosional Landforms 

Lapies 

 It is formed due to differential solution activity along parallel to sub-parallel joints. They are 

also called grooved, fluted and ridge-like features in an open limestone field. 

Limestone Pavements   

 It is a smoother form of lapies. 

Sinkholes 

A sinkhole is an opening more or less circular at the top and funnel-shaped towards the bottom. 
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 Small to medium sized rounded to sub-rounded shallow depressions called swallow holes 

form on the surface of rocks like limestone by the action of the solution. 

 Solution sink: When as sinkhole is formed solely through the process of solution, it is called 

as a solution sink. 

 collapse sink : Sometimes a  sinkhole starts its formation through the solution process but 

later collapses due to the presence of some caves or hollow beneath it and becomes a 

bigger sinkhole. These types are called as collapse sinks. The term Doline is also used. 

o Solution sinks are more common than collapse sinks. 

 Uvalas: When several sink holes join together to form valley of sinks, they are called as Uvala 

Caves 

 In the areas where there are alternative beds of rocks (non-soluble) with limestone or 

dolomite in between or in areas where limestone are dense, massive and occurring as thick 

beds, cave formation is prominent. 

 Caves normally have an opening through which cave streams are discharged 

 Caves having an opening at both the ends are called tunnels. 

Cavern 

 This is an underground cave formed by water action by various methods in a limestone or 

chalk area. 

Karst Window 

 When a number of adjoining sinkholes collapse, they form an open, broad area called a karst 

window. 

Polje/Blind Valley 

 A number of uvalas may coalesce to create a valley called polje which is actually a flat-

floored depression. If the streams lose themselves in these valleys, then these are called 

blind valleys. These valleys may have surface streams and may be used for agriculture. 

Arch/Natural Bridge 

 When a part of the cavern collapses the portion which keeps standing forms an arch 

Depositional Landforms 

A region with a large stretch of limestone is called a Karst Region. Groundwater and limestone 

together make a spectacular landform inside the caverns like the stalactites, stalagmites and pillars. 

Stalactites, Stalagmites and Pillars 

They are formed when the calcium carbonates dissolved in groundwater get deposited once the 

water evaporates. These structures are commonly found in limestone caves. 

  

o Stalactites are calcium carbonate deposits hanging as icicles while Stalagmites are 

calcium carbonate deposits which rise up from the floor. 
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o When a stalactite and stalagmite happened to join together, it gives rise 

to pillars or columns of different diameters. 

 

  

Conclusion 

Groundwater dissolves minerals, carries the ions in solution, and then deposits them. Groundwater 

erodes rock beneath the ground surface, especially carbonate rock. The landforms by groundwater 

take a long time to form, due to repeated action of water and region-specific parameters. 

Fluvial processes sculpt the landscape, eroding landforms, transporting sediment, and 

depositing it to create new landforms. Human civilization and ecosystems alike are 

dependent on fluvial systems. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the erosional and depositional landforms created by the rivers and their economic and 
ecological importance. 
Directive word: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief about fluvial landforms as important geomorphic agent. 
Body: 
Explain both erosional and depositional landforms caused by the water action. Use suitable diagrams 
and explain various landforms. 
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Give a perspective of how riverine landforms have sustained civilisations, economic benefits, 
ecosystem services which we derive out of riverine landforms. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with importance such landforms in the present day. 
Introduction 

Fluvial  landforms  are  those  landforms  which  are shaped  and  modified  by  the running water. 

Running water has sculpted most of the land surface across the world in 

comparison  to  other  agents  of  erosion  like  wind  or  Glacier.  Streams  are  in  a  constant process 

of shaping the land surface into newer forms. 

Body 

Fluvial Erosional Landforms are landforms created by the erosional activity of rivers. 

 River Valley 

o The extended depression on the ground through which a stream flows is called a 

river valley. 

o At different stages of the erosional cycle, the valley acquires different profiles. 

o At a young stage, the valley is deep, narrow with steep wall-like sides and a convex 

slope. The erosional action here is characterized by predominantly vertical 

downcutting. The profile of valley here is typically ‘V’ shaped. 

o A deep and narrow ‘V’ shaped valley is also referred to as gorge and may result due 

to downcutting erosion or because of the recession of a waterfall (the position of 

the waterfall receding due to erosive action). 

o As the cycle attains maturity, the lateral erosion (erosion of the walls of a stream) 

becomes prominent and the valley floor flattens out (attains a ‘V’ to ‘U’ shape). 

o The valley profile now becomes typically ‘U’ shapedwith a broad base and a 

concave slope. 

 

 Waterfalls 

o A waterfall is simply the fall of an enormous volume of water from a great height. 

o They are mostly seen in the youth stageof the river. 
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o Relative resistance of rocks, the relative difference in topographic reliefs, fall in the 

sea level and related rejuvenation, earth movementsare responsible for the 

formation of waterfalls. 

 Potholes 

o The kettle-like small depressions in the rocky beds of the river valleys are called 

potholes which are usually cylindrical in shape. 

o Potholes are generally formed in coarse-grained rocks such as sandstones and 

granites. 

 Terraces 

o The narrow flat surfaces on either side of the valley floor are called river terraces 

which represent the level of former valley floors and the remnants of former (older) 

flood plains. 

o Sometimes, the river valleys are frequented by several terraces on either side 

wherein they are arranged in step-like forms. 

o River terraces are generally formed due to dissection of fluvial sediments of flood 

plains deposited along a valley floor. 

 Structural Benches 

o The step-like flat surfaces on either side of the present lowest valley floors are called 

terraces. 

o The benches or terraces formed due to differential erosion of alternate bands of 

hard and soft rock beds are called structural benches or terraces because of 

lithological control in the rate of erosion and consequent development of benches. 

 Gullies and rills 

o Gulley is a water-worn channel, which is particularly common in semi-arid areas. 

o It is formed when water from overland-flows down a slope, especially following 

heavy rainfall, is concentrated into rills, which merge and enlarge into a gulley. 

 Meanders 

o A meander is defined as a pronounced curve or loop in the course of a river channel. 

o The outer bend of the loop in a meander is characterized by intensive erosion and 

vertical cliffs and is called the cliff-slope side. This side has a concave slope. 

o The inner side of the loop is characterized by deposition, a gentle convex slope, and 

is called the slip-off side. 

o The meanders developed during first cycle of erosion by a stream are called simple 

meanders. These are formed by lateral erosion. 

o These meanders may be wavy, horse-shoe type or oxbow type. 
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 Oxbow lakes 

o Sometimes, because of intensive erosion action, the outer curve of a meander gets 

accentuated to such an extent that the inner ends of the loop come close enough to 

get disconnected from the main channel and exist as independent water bodies 

called as oxbow lakes. 

o These water bodies are converted into swamps in due course of time. 

 Peneplains 

o Peneplains represent low featureless plain having undulating surface and remnants 

of convexo-concave residual hills. These are, in fact, the end products of normal 

cycle of erosion. 

o This refers to an undulating featureless plain punctuated with low-lying residual hills 

of resistant rocks. It is considered to be an end product of an erosional cycle. 

Fluvial depositional landforms: Rivers deposit sediments in different parts of their courses and thus 

form three major types of landforms which are called constructional landforms such as alluvial fans 

cones, natural levees and deltas. 

 Alluvial fans and cones 

o Alluvial fans and cones due to accumulation of materials are always formed at the 

base of foothills where there is abrupt drop (decrease) in the channel gradient. 

o The transporting capacity of the streams decreases enormously at the foothill zones 

while they leave the mountains and enter the plain topography because of 

substantial decrease in their velocity consequent upon decrease in channel gradient. 

o Consequently, load consisting of finer to coarser and big-sized materials coming 

from upstream is deposited at the point of break in slope or foothill zone and thus 

alluvial fans are formed. 

 Natural Levees 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/geomorphology/external-forces-their-impact/landforms-developed-out-of-external-forces/erosion-by-water/fluvial-erosion-and-landforms-thus-formed/fluvial-depositional-landforms/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/side.jpg


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 107 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

o The narrow belt of ridges of low height built by the deposition of sediments by the 

spill water of the stream on its either bank is called natural levee or natural 

embankment. 

 Delta 

o The depositional feature of almost triangular shape at the mouth of a river 

debouching either in lake or a sea is called delta. 

o Whether small or large, almost every river forms delta. 

Importance of fluvial systems 

 Rivers provide excellent habitat and food for many of the earth’s organisms. 

 River deltas have many different species of wildlife. Insects, mammals and birds use the 

delta for their homes and for food. 

 River valleys and plains provide fertile soils. Farmers in dry regions irrigate their cropland 

using water carried by irrigation ditches from nearby rivers. 

 Rivers provide water for hydroelectric power and shipping, as well as supporting stream-side 

wetlands (riparian areas) that are critical for clean water and provide rich habitat. 

 Rivers provide travel routes for exploration, commerce and recreation. 

 Fluvial geomorphology has important implications for the exploration of placer deposits, and 

for water-management studies, flood control and river-basin management in general. 

Conclusion 

For many human populations around the world, river flows are linked to livelihood, identity, sense of 

place, religious beliefs and ceremonies, language systems, or educational practices. These 

embedded, reciprocal, and constitutive relationships between humans and rivers remain poorly 

understood, but can be critically important to assessment and implementation of environmental 

flows. 

Volcanic landforms are controlled by the geological processes that form them and act 

on them after they have formed. Explain various types of Volcanic landforms. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the various intrusive and extrusive landforms associated with volcanism. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the profound influence, volcanic activities have on the earth’s landforms. 
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Body: 
First, explain the various intrusive igneous landforms associated with volcanoes. Eg lopoliths, 
phacoliths, batholiths and laccoliths etc. 
Next, explain the various extrusive landforms associated with volcanoes such as lava plains and 
basalt plateaux.  Draw diagram for better representation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance landforms. 
Introduction 

A volcano is a rupture in the crust of a planetary-mass object, such as Earth, that allows hot lava, 

volcanic ash, and gases to escape from a magma chamber below the surface. The process is called 

Volcanism and has been ongoing on Earth since the initial stages of its evolution over 4 billion years 

ago. 

Body 

Volcanic landforms are divided into extrusive and intrusive landforms based on weather magma 

cools within the crust or above the crust. Rocks formed by either plutonic (cooling of magma within 

the crust) or volcanic (cooling of lava above the surface) are called ‘Igneous rocks’. 

Extrusive Volcanic Landforms: These are formed from material thrown out during volcanic activity. 

The materials thrown out during volcanic activity includes lava flows, pyroclastic debris, volcanic 

bombs, ash and dust and gases such as nitrogen compounds, sulphur compounds and minor 

amounts of chlorine, hydrogen and argon. 

 

 Conical Vent and Fissure Vent : 

o A conical vent is a narrow cylindrical vent through which magma flows out violently. 

Conical vents are common in andesitic (composite or strato volcano) volcanism. 
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o A fissure vent, also known as a volcanic fissure or eruption fissure, is a narrow, linear 

volcanic vent through which lava erupts, usually without any explosive activity. The 

vent is often a few meters wide and may be many kilometres long. Fissure vents are 

common in basaltic volcanism. 

 Composite Cones or Strato volcanoes: 

o They are conical or central type volcanic landforms. 

o Along with andesitic lava, large quantities of pyroclastic material and ashes find their 

way to the ground. 

o They are accumulated in the vicinity of the vent openings leading to formation of 

layers, and this makes the mounts appear as composite volcanoes. 

o The highest and most common volcanoes have composite cones. 

o Example: Vesuvius, Mt. Fuji, Stromboli (Lighthouse of the Mediterranean) etc. 

 Shield Volcanoes or Lava domes: 

o These volcanoes are mostly made up of basalt, a type of lava that is very fluid when 

erupted. They are not steep. 

o They become explosive if somehow water gets into the vent; otherwise, they are 

less explosive. 

o Example: Mauna Loa (Hawaii). 

 Lava Plains and Basalt Plateaus: 

o Sometimes, a very thin magma escapes through cracks and fissures in the earth’s 

surface and flows after intervals for a long time, spreading over a vast area, finally 

producing a layered, undulating (wave like), flat surface. 

o Example: Deccan traps (peninsular India), Snake Basin, U.S.A, Icelandic Shield, 

Canadian Shield etc. 

 Cinder cone (Tephra cones): 

o Cinder cones are small volume cones consisting predominantly of tephra that result 

from strombolian eruptions. 

o They usually consist of basaltic to andesitic material. 

 Calderas: 

o After the eruption of magma has ceased from the cones, the crater frequently turns 

into a lake at a later time. 

o Water may collect in the crater. This lake is called a ‘caldera’. 

o Example: Lake Toba in Sumatra, Crater Lake in Oregon, USA. 

 Mid-Ocean Ridges 
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o These volcanoes occur in the oceanic areas. There is a system of mid-ocean ridges 

more than 70,000 km long that stretches through all the ocean basins. The central 

portion of this ridge experiences frequent eruptions. 

o The lava is basaltic in nature. 

o Cools slowly and flows through longer distances. 

o The lava here is responsible for sea floor spreading. 

o Example: Mid-Atlantic ocean ridge; extension is seen in the Iceland. 

Intrusive Volcanic Landforms: Intrusive landforms are formed when magma cools within the crust. 

The intrusive activity of volcanoes gives rise to various forms. 

 Batholiths: 

o These are huge mass of igneous rocks, usually of granite. 

o These rock masses formed due to cooling down and solidification of hot magma 

inside the earth. 

o They appear on the surface only after the denudation processes remove the 

overlying materials and may be exposed on surface after erosion. 

o Example: Wicklow mountains of Ireland; the uplands of Brittany, France. 

 Laccoliths: 

o These are large dome-shaped intrusive bodies connected by a pipe-like conduit from 

below. 

o These are basically intrusive counterparts of an exposed domelike batholith. 

o Example: The laccoliths of Henry mountains in the Utah, USA. 
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 Lopolith: 

o As and when the lava moves upwards, a portion of the same may tend to move in a 

horizontal direction wherever it finds a weak plane. 

o In case it develops into a saucer shape, concave to the sky body, it is called Lopolith. 

o Example: The Bushveld lopolith of Transvaal, South Africa. 

 Phacolith: 

o A wavy mass of intrusive rocks, at times, is found at the base of synclines or at the 

top of anticline in folded igneous country. 

o Such wavy materials have a definite conduit to source beneath in the form of 

magma chambers (subsequently developed as batholiths). These are called the 

Phacoliths. 

o Example: Corndon hill in Shropshire, England. 

 Sills: 

o These are solidified horizontal lava layers inside the earth. 

o The near horizontal bodies of the intrusive igneous rocks are called sill or sheet, 

depending on the thickness of the material. 

o The thinner ones are called sheets while the thick horizontal deposits are called sills. 

o Example: Great whin sill of NE England 

 Dykes: 
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o When the lava makes its way through cracks and the fissures developed in the land, 

it solidifies almost perpendicular to the ground. 

o It gets cooled in the same position to develop a wall-like structure. Such structures 

are called dykes. 

o These are the most commonly found intrusive forms in the western Maharashtra 

area. These are considered the feeders for the eruptions that led to the 

development of the Deccan traps. Cleveland Dyke of Yorkshire, England. 

Conclusion 

Volcanic activities have a profound influence on earth’s landforms. Solid, liquid or gaseous materials 

may find their way to the surface from some deep-seated reservoir beneath. 

Why is the theory of plate tectonics considered to be more complete than the 

continental drift theory? Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by write about plate tectonics and the movement of continents and various theories put 
forward to explain them. 
Body: 
Write in brief about the continental drift theory and explains it briefly – forces it considers for the 
movement, supporting evidences it considers, critique of theory regarding the movement of the 
continents and its acceptance among scientists etc. 
In the next part, write about plate tectonic theory, the mechanism of it and how it successfully 
explained the movement of continents. Use small and neat diagrams for better representation. 
Conclusion: 
Mention about general importance of the two theories and conclude your answer. 
Introduction 

Continental drift describes one of the earliest ways geologists thought continents moved over time. 

It was a theory that explained how continents shift position on Earth’s surface due to various forces 

existing on the earth. The theory of plate tectonics states that the Earth’s solid outer crust, the 

lithosphere, is separated into plates that move over the asthenosphere, the molten upper portion 

of the mantle. Oceanic and continental plates come together, spread apart, and interact at 

boundaries all over the planet. Today, the theory of continental drift has been replaced by the 

science of plate tectonics. 

Body: 

Continental drift 
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 The theory of continental drift is most associated with the scientist Alfred Wegener. In the 

early 20th century, Wegener published a paper explaining his theory that the 

continental landmasses were “drifting” across the Earth, sometimes ploughing through 

oceans and into each other. He called this movement continental drift. 

 Pangaea 

o Wegener was convinced that all of Earth’s continents were once part of 

an enormous, single landmass called Pangaea. 

o According to Wagener’s theory, during the Jurassic period, about 200 to 130 million 

years ago, Pangaea started to break up into two smaller continents, which he called 

Laurasia and Gondwanaland. 

 His theory was inspired by the fact that edges of the continents south America and Africa fit 

together like pieces of a jigsaw puzzle, fossil remains of the same extinct animal or plant 

can be found across several continents, identical rocks could be found on both sides of the 

Atlantic Ocean. These rocks were the same type and the same age , evidence from ancient 

glaciers. 

 Scientists did not accept Wegener’s theory of continental drift. One of the elements lacking 

in the theory was the mechanism for how it works, why did the continents drift and what 

patterns did they follow 

Plate tectonics: 
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 Wegener’s idea eventually helped to form the theory of plate tectonics, but while Wegener 

was alive, scientists did not believe that the continents could move. 

 Continents rest on massive slabs of rock called tectonic plate The plates are always moving 

and interacting in a process called plate tectonics. 

 Plate tectonics is the theory explaining the motion of the outer crust or the lithosphere of 

earth. Lithosphere is divided into tectonics plates. The crust moves due to convective forces 

generated within the asthenosphere, fuelled by the internal heat of the earth’s core. 

How  plate tectonics is an improvement over continental drift theory: 

 Plate tectonic explains the mechanism of the motion of the tectonic plates while continental 

drift theory left this question completely unanswered. 

o Tectonic plates have been constantly moving over the globe throughout the history 

of the earth. It is not the continent that moves as believed by Wegener. Continents 

are part of a plate and what moves is the plate. 

 Wegener had thought of all the continents to have initially existed as a super continent in 

the form of Pangaea. However, later discoveries reveal that the continental masses, resting 

on the plates, have been wandering all through the geological period, and Pangaea was a 

result of converging of different continental masses that were parts of one or the other 

plates. 

 At the time that Wegener proposed his theory of continental drift, most scientists believed 

that the earth was a solid, motionless body. However, concepts of sea floor spreading and 

the unified theory of plate tectonics have emphasised that both the surface of the earth 

and the interior are not static and motionless but are dynamic. 
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 Sea floor spreading: 

o The mobile rock beneath the rigid plates is believed to be moving in a circular 

manner. The heated material rises to the surface, spreads and begins to cool, and 

then sinks back into deeper depths. This cycle is repeated over and over to generate 

what scientists call a convection cell or convective flow 

o The ultimate proof of this was the discovery of “magnetic stripes “on the seafloor 

later in the 1960s: the magnetic domains in oceanic rocks recorded reversal of 

Earth’s magnetic field over time. The pattern was symmetric to the ridge, supporting 

the idea of symmetric seafloor spreading. The idea of subduction zoneswas born 

o With plate tectonics, we have a theory that explains Wegener’s observations and 

how lithosphere can be produced and consumed so that Earth does not change its 

size 

 Wegener’s continental drift theory lacked was a propelling mechanism. Other scientists 

wanted to know what was moving these continents around. Unfortunately, Wegener could 

not provide a convincing answer. The technological advances necessitated by the Second 

World War made possible the accumulation of significant evidence now underlying 

modern plate tectonic theory. 

 The following two forces are too small to bring in change: 

o Pole-fleeing or centrifugal force: 

 The spinning of Earth on its own axis creates a centrifugal force i.e., force 

oriented away from the axis of  rotation towards the equator. Wegener 

believed the centrifugal force of the planet caused the super continent 

to break apart and pushed continents away from the Poles toward the 

equator. Therefore, He called this drifting  mechanism as the “pole-fleeing 

or centrifugal force” 

o Tidal force: 

 Wegener tried to attribute the westward drift of the Americas to lunar-solar 

drag i.e., by invoking tidal force that is the gravitational forces of the sun and 

the moon .He also admitted that it is probable that pole- fleeing or 

centrifugal force and tidal force are responsible for the journey of 

continents. Wegener failed to devise a sound mechanism for the movement 

of the continents. For Wegener the drifting mechanism was the most 

difficult question to solve. 

o Plate tectonics is the grand unifying theory of geosciences that explains 

 Movement of continents 

 Earthquakes, volcanism most major features on Earth’s surface, including 

mountain building, formation of new lithosphere ,consumption of old 

lithosphere, mid-ocean ridges 

Conclusion: 
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It took nearly 60 years for the idea of continental drift to be scientifically confirmed in the form of 

plate tectonic theory. Ultimately it added new dimension in the understanding of the global 

distribution of earthquakes, volcanoes and identification of disaster-prone areas. 

Explain the concept of sea floor spreading. What are the geographic features 

associated with sea floor spreading? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain sea floor spreading and geographic features associated with it. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by describing sea floor spreading. 
Body: 
Explain the causative factors of the sea floor spreading. Explain the mechanism involved. 
Seafloor spreading and other tectonic activity processes are the result of mantle convection. Mantle 
convection is the slow, churning motion of Earth’s mantle. Convection currents carry heat from the 
lower mantle and core to the lithosphere. Convection currents also “recycle” lithospheric materials 
back to the mantle. 
Use suitable diagrams to explain the processes involved in sea floor spreading. 
In the second half of the answer, explain the geographic features associated with sea floor spreading. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting how Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate 
tectonics. 
Introduction 

Seafloor spreading is a process that occurs at mid-ocean ridges, where new oceanic crust is formed 

through volcanic activity and then gradually moves away from the ridge. The idea that the seafloor 

itself moves (and carries the continents with it) as it expands from a central axis was proposed 

by Harry Hess. 

Body 
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Mechanism: 

 According to this theory, the intense heat generated by radioactive substances in the mantle 

(100-2900 km below the earth surface) seeks a path to escape, and gives rise to the 

formation of convention currents in the mantle. 

 Wherever rising limbs of these currents meet, oceanic ridges are formed on the sea floor 

and wherever the failing limbs meet, trenches are formed. 

 Seafloor spreading is a process that occurs at mid-ocean ridges, where new oceanic crust is 

formed through volcanic activity and then gradually moves away from the ridge. 

 Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate tectonics. When 

oceanic plates diverge, tensional stress causes fractures to occur in the lithosphere. 

 Basaltic magma rises up the fractures and cools on the ocean floor to form new sea floor. 

 Older rocks will be found farther away from the spreading zone while younger rocks will be 

found nearer to the spreading zone. 

Characteristics of Mid-Atlantic Ridge: 

 The continents bordering the Atlantic Ocean, for example, are believed to be moving away 

from the Mid-Atlantic Ridge at a rate of 1–2 cm (0.4–0.8 inch) per year, thus increasing the 

breadth of the ocean basin by twice that amount. 

 Volcanic eruptions are common all along the mid-oceanic ridges and they bring huge 

amounts of lava to the surface in this area. 

 The rocks equidistant on either sides of the crest of mid-oceanic ridges show remarkable 

similarities 

 Rocks closer to the mid-oceanic ridges are normal polarity and are the youngest. 

 The age of the rocks increases as one moves away from the crest. 

 The deep trenches have deep-seated earthquake occurrences while in the mid-oceanic ridge 

areas, the quake foci have shallow depths. 
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Conclusion 

Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate tectonics. Sea floor spreading 

proposed the magma as the cause of new crust and subduction of crust at the ocean-continent 

boundaries. This was further expanded by scholars to propose plates and their movement due to 

this magma. It is these tectonic plates and not the continents that have been moving since the 

inception of earth. 

The balancing act of solar and terrestrial energy flows defines the energy balance of 

the planet. Earth’s heat balance is an extremely important factor in making the Earth 

liveable. Discuss. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain the concept of heat balance and its importance. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define the concept of heat budget in brief. 
Body: 
First write about that the sun is continuously radiating energy, the earth as a whole does not 
accumulate or lose heat. It maintains its temperature. This is popularly known as heat budget or heat 
balance of the earth. This can happen only if the amount of heat received in the form of insulation is 
equal to the amount lost by the earth in the form of terrestrial radiation. 
Next, briefly explain the different ways of heating and cooling of the atmosphere. 
Next, mention the how the heat balancing makes the life possible on earth. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the importance of heat balancing. 
Introduction 

Temperature differs from one part of the world to the other. Since Insolation is the basic source of 

energy for the atmosphere, the distribution of insolation would determine the temperature of the 

earth. Thus latitude, altitude, distance from sea, features of the surface, nature of the 

landscape are some important factors that affect the distribution of temperature. 

Body 

The earth as a whole does not accumulate or lose heat. It maintains its temperature. This can 

happen only if the amount of heat received in the form of insolation equals the amount lost by the 

earth through terrestrial radiation. This balance between the insolation and the terrestrial radiation 

is termed as the heat budget or heat balance of the earth. 
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Various Factors that cause temperature distribution: 

 The latitude of the place 

 The altitude of the place 

 Distance from the sea 

 The air- mass circulation 

 The presence of warm and cold ocean currents 

 Local aspects such as Soil devoid of vegetation. 

Importance of Heat Budget of the Earth 

 Earth’s heat balanceis and extremely important factor in what makes the Earth habitable. 

 The fact that the Earth can respond to slight changes in the amount of incoming radiation to 

maintain a fairly stable temperature is a result of Earth’s energy budget. 

 This phenomenon is also closely connected to flows on the Earth, and the Solar energy to 

the Earth. 

 Essentially all of the energy the Earth receives is in radiant energy that originates from 

the Sun. 
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 The temperature of the Earth is a balancing act, with greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 

contributing to a planet that is inhabitable. 

 Changing factors such as these result in a very small, but significant energy imbalance on the 

Earth. 

 This energy imbalance continues to grow as a result of human activities, and the energy 

imbalance amounts to approximately 

Conclusion 

Thus, the temperature distribution determines the climate of a particular area. Global warming and 

climate change effects are altering the temperature distribution, thus affecting the climate across 

the globe. 

The earth’s atmosphere is a multi-layered cake, each layer having its own specific 

traits and functions. Elaborate. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To how the regions of the atmosphere are divided on the basis of temperature, the explanation of 
each layer along with the reasons how they are significant for us. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write about the temperature classification and atmosphere can be divided into troposphere, the 
stratosphere, the mesosphere and the thermosphere. 
Body: 
Draw a neat labelled diagram of the layers of atmosphere which will help you save up on words as 
well as provide an opportunity to mention in more facts and details. 
Explain the above layers and how they are significant for us. For instance, flights fly in tropopause to 
evade turbulence, the significance of ionosphere for radio communication etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the importance of atmosphere. 
Introduction 

The atmosphere is a mixture of gases that surrounds the planet. On Earth, the atmosphere helps 

make life possible. Besides providing us with something to breathe, it shields us from most of the 

harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation coming from the Sun, warms the surface of our planet by about 

33° C (59° F) via the greenhouse effect, and largely prevents extreme differences between daytime 

and nighttime temperatures. 

Body 

Earth’s atmosphere has a series of layers, each with its own specific traits. Moving upward from 

ground level, these layers are named the troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere, thermosphere 

and exosphere. The exosphere gradually fades away into the realm of interplanetary space. 
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Layers of atmosphere 

 Troposphere 

o This is the lowest part of the atmosphere that is the part we live in. It contains most 

of the weather – clouds, rain, snow. In this part of the atmosphere the temperature 

gets colder as the distance above the earth increases, by about 6.5°C per kilometre. 

The actual change of temperature with height varies from day to day, depending on 

the weather. 

o The troposphere contains about 75% of all of the air in the atmosphere, and almost 

all of the water vapour (which forms clouds and rain). The decrease in temperature 

with height is a result of the decreasing pressure 

o The lowest part of the troposphere is called the boundary layer.  This is where 

the air motion is determined by the properties of the Earth’s surface. 

o The top of the troposphere is called the tropopause. This is lowest at the poles, 

where it is about 7 – 10 km above the Earth’s surface. It is highest (about 17 – 

18 km) near the equator. 

 

  

 Stratosphere 

o This extends upwards from the tropopause to about 50 km. It contains much of the 

ozone in the atmosphere. The increase in temperature with height occurs because 

of absorption of ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the sun by this ozone. Temperatures 

in the stratosphere are highest over the summer pole, and lowest over the winter 

pole. 

o By absorbing dangerous UV radiation, the ozone in the stratosphere protects us 

from skin cancer and other health damage. 

 Mesosphere 
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o The region above the stratosphere is called the mesosphere. Here the temperature 

again decreases with height, reaching a minimum of about -90°C at the 

“mesopause” 

 Thermosphere and Ionosphere 

o The thermosphere lies above the mesopause, and is a region in which temperatures 

again increase with height. This temperature increase is caused by the absorption of 

energetic ultraviolet and X-Ray radiation from the sun. 

o The region of the atmosphere above about 80 km is also caused the “ionosphere”, 

since the energetic solar radiation knocks electrons off molecules and atoms, turning 

them into “ions” with a positive charge. The temperature of the thermosphere 

varies between night and day and between the seasons, as do the numbers of ions 

and electrons which are present 

 Exosphere 

o The region above about 500 km is called the exosphere. It contains mainly oxygen 

and hydrogen atoms, but there are so few of them that they rarely collide – they 

follow “ballistic” trajectories under the influence of gravity, and some of them 

escape right out into space. 

 Magnetosphere 

o The earth behaves like a huge magnet. It traps electrons (negative charge) and 

protons (positive), concentrating them in two bands about 3,000 and 16,000 km 

above the globe – the Van Allen “radiation” belts. 

o This outer region surrounding the earth, where charged particles spiral along the 

magnetic field lines, is called the magnetosphere. 

Conclusion 

It is the unique attribute of the Earth’s atmosphere that allows it to be a habitable place for humans, 

animals, microbes and plants. The human impact on the Earth’s atmosphere and climate remains a 

major issue in ecological politics today, and presents a problem that could threaten the planet for 

years. 

Discuss the development of pressure belts and their distribution over the globe. (250 

words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about factors affecting horizontal movement of air, causes behind pressure belts and their 
distribution. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define pressures belts. 
Body: 
First, draw a neat labelled diagram showing the global distribution of various pressure belts and 
explain each belt in detail. 
Next, explain the factors that lead to the development of pressures belts – Atmospheric Pressure 
Gradient, Coriolis Effect, Frictional Force etc, Earth’s revolution, Seasonal variations. 
Conclusion: 
Write about the significance of pressure belts. 
Introduction 

The distribution of atmospheric pressure across the latitudes is termed global horizontal distribution 

of pressure. Its main feature is its zonal character known as pressure belts. All air movements have 

their roots in pressure differentials in the atmosphere, called pressure gradients. Systematic 

differences in the Earth’s land temperature affect air pressure, and significant patterns of pressure 

that persist over time are called pressure belts, or wind belts. Wind belts depend on temperature, so 

temperature changes can move the belts and also change wind patterns. 

Body 

The horizontal distribution of air pressure across the latitudes is characterized by high or low-

pressure belts. These pressure belts are: 
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 Equatorial Low-Pressure Belts 

o This low-pressure belt extends from 0 to 5° North and South of Equator. 

o Due to the vertical rays of the sun here, there is intense heating. 

o The air, therefore, expands and rises as convection current causing low pressure to 

develop here. 

o This low-pressure belt is also called as doldrums because it is a zone of total calm 

without any breeze. 

 Subtropical High-Pressure Belts 

o At about 30°North and South of Equator lies the area where the ascending 

equatorial air currents descend. 

o This area is thus an area of high pressure. It is also called as the Horse latitude. 

Winds always blow from high pressure to low pressure. 

o So, the winds from subtropical region blow towards the Equator as Trade winds and 

another wind blow towards Sub-Polar Low-Pressure as Westerlies. 
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 Circum-Polar Low-Pressure Belts 

o These belts located between 60° and 70° in each hemisphere are known as Circum-

Polar Low-Pressure Belts. 

o In the Subtropical region, the descending air gets divided into two parts. 

o One-part blows towards the Equatorial Low-Pressure Belt. The other part blows 

towards the Circum-Polar Low-Pressure Belt. 

o This zone is marked by the ascent of warm Subtropical air over cold polar air blowing 

from poles. Due to the earth’s rotation, the winds surrounding the Polar region blow 

towards the Equator. 

o Centrifugal forces operating in this region create the low-pressure belt appropriately 

called the Circumpolar Low-Pressure Belt. 

o This region is marked by violent storms in winter. 

 Polar High-Pressure Areas 

o At the North and South Poles, between 70° to 90° North and South, the 

temperatures are always extremely low. 

o The cold descending air gives rise to high pressures over the Poles. These areas of 

Polar high pressure are known as the Polar Highs. 

o These regions are characterized by permanent Ice Caps. 

The development of pressure belts: 

 Thermal Factors 

o When air is heated, it expands and, hence, its density decreases. This naturally leads 

to low pressure. 

o On the contrary, cooling results in contraction. This increases the density and thus 

leads to high pressure. 

o Formation of equatorial low and polar highs are examples of thermal lows and 

thermal highs, respectively. 

 Dynamic Factors 

o Apart from variations of temperature, the formation of pressure belts may be 

explained by dynamic controls arising out of pressure gradient forces and rotation of 

the earth (Coriolis force). 

Conclusion 

The shifting of the pressure belts causes seasonal changes in the climate, especially between 

latitudes 30° and 40° in both hemispheres. The Monsoon climate is the result of the shifting of 

pressure and wind belts. 
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Though Local winds occur on a small spatial scale and are short-lived, local winds can 

have profound impact on the livelihood of the region. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about impact of local winds on livelihood of the people in the region they flow. 
Directive word: 
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by writing about the nature of local winds and their features. 
Body: 
First, write the major local winds witnessed across the globe and causes for it. 
Next, write their impact of livelihood of the people – positive impact – influencing climate, agriculture 
etc. Cite examples for the same. 
Next, write the negative impact of the local winds – destruction of crops, extreme conditions. Cite 
examples for the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning ways to adapt to the negative impacts. 
Introduction 

Local winds occur on a small spatial scale, their horizontal dimensions typically several tens to a few 

hundreds of kilometres. They also tend to be short-lived lasting typically several hours to a day. 

There are many such winds around the world, some of them cold, some warm, some wet, some dry. 

There are many hazards associated with the winds. 

However, it is important to remember that some of the local winds can have very large dimensions 

like, Northers of North America, which originate in Arctic Canada and reach as south as the Gulf of 

Mexico. 

Body: 

 

Types and Impact of local winds on the weather: 
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Periodical winds: The winds originating from diurnal temperature and pressure variation are known 

as Periodical and they generally complete their cycle in a day/ 24 hour like Land & Sea Breeze and 

Mountain & Valley Breeze. 

Land and Sea Breeze: Land and Sea Breeze is generated by the diurnal variation of pressure. Due to 

this reason, the Land and Sea Breeze are sometimes known as diurnal Monsoon. 

Land Breeze: 

 At night reversal of sea breeze may occur but with somewhat weaker characteristics as the 

temperature and pressure gradient are less steeper during the night. 

 During night land breeze is established since land cools to a temperature lower than the 

adjacent water setting up a pressure gradient from land to sea 

 The horizontal and vertical extent of the Land Breeze helps in moderation of temperature of 

a coastal area during night-time as it maintains regular circulation 

 Land Breeze usually attains its maximum intensity in the early morning hours and dies out 

soon after sunup. 

 

  

Sea Breeze: 

 The sea breeze develops along seacoasts or large inland water bodies when the land heats 

much faster than the water on a clear day and a pressure gradient is directed high over the 

water to low over the land. 

 Impact of Sea breeze rapidly declines landward and impact is limited to 50km. 

 Land- Sea Breeze system is very shallow as the average depth of the land and sea breeze, 

varies from 1000-2000M in tropical regions and over the lakes, the depth is even lesser. 
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 Sea Breeze brings cool marine air and thus help in moderation of coastal temperature and 

due to the sea breeze, coastal regions record a drop of 5-10 0C in their temperature 

 It also frequently causes late afternoon rainfall in these coastal areas, particularly during 

summer. 

 Due to the location nearer to the lakes, places experience the Lake Effect like Chicago, due 

to its location near a lake presents a typical example of lake effect- where lakeside areas are 

cooler than the much warmer outlying areas in the summer. 

 

Mountain and Valley Breeze: These winds develop over areas with large differences in relief and 

majorly caused by the temperature gradient that exists between Mountain Slopes and valleys. 

Valley Breeze: 

 Due to the intense insolation during the daytime, the slopes of the mountain heat up rapidly 

but the free atmosphere above the lowlands is not heated to some extent. 

 As the valleys receive comparatively lesser insolation so relatively high pressure sets up in 

the valleys while along the mountain slopes due to more heating the warm air is uplifted, 

and low pressure sets up. 

 Thus, the air moves from the Valleys towards the slopes (High pressure to the low pressure) 

and this upslope movement of air is known as valley breeze. 

 Valley breezes are also known as Anabatic Wind. 

 Weather associated with the Valley Breeze 

 This type of upslope winds in the Mountainous region may cause occasional and afternoon 

thundershowers on warm and humid days. 

 Sometimes, the valley breezes are also accompanied by the formation of cumulus cloud near 

mountain peaks or over slopes and escarpments. 

Mountain Breeze: 
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 On mountainsides under the clear night sky, the higher land (upslope land) radiates heat and 

is cooled and in turn cools the air in contact with it. The cool denser air flows down the 

mountain slope due to the pressure difference since the valley is warmer and at relatively 

lower pressure. 

 This flow of the air is termed as Mountain Breeze and they are also known as Katabatic wind. 

 Weather associated with the Mountain Breeze 

 By the morning the mountain breeze produces temperature inversions and valley bottom 

becomes colder than the Mountain Slopes. 

 Thus, the valley floors are characterised by frost during the night while upper part/ hillside 

are free from frost in cold areas. 

Non-Periodical winds: Only present during a season and are classified as Hot and Cold Winds. 

Hot Local Winds: Hot Local winds are produced generally by the mechanism of downslope 

compressional heating also known as adiabatic heating. The examples of the Hot Local Winds include 

Chinook, Harmattan, Foehn, Sirocco, Norwester, Brickfielder, Khamsin, Santa Ana, Loo etc. 

 Chinook: 

o These are warm and dry winds blowing on the eastern slopes (leeward side) of the 

Rocky Mountain. They are the result of adiabatic heating which occurs due to 

downslope compression on the leeward side, as the mountain barrier creates 

frictional drag which tends to pull the air from the higher level down on the leeward 

and air forced down is heated adiabatically and at the same time its relative 

humidity is also lowered. 

o The temperature in Chinook is so warm that it can remove the underlying snow 

cover/ice and sometimes these winds are so dry that in spite of their below freezing 

temperatures the entire snow cover on the ground disappears, by process of 

sublimation. Thus, these winds are also known as Chinook, which literally means 

‘Snow Eater’. 

o Ordinarily, a Chinook wind is accompanied by the cyclonic activity which produces 

Cloud and precipitation on the windward side of the Rocky Mountain Range. 

o The latent heat released into the air through the condensation process warms the 

air and which passes across the mountain range and since the air has lost its 

moisture it becomes drier. 

o During winter Great Plain of North America are very cold and frozen, Chinook with 

its arrival increase the temperature and bring relief to the people and at the same 

time, the rise in temperature due to Chinook also helps in early sowing of spring 

wheat in the USA. 

 Foehn: 

o Foehn is dry and warm wind resulting due to adiabatic heating on the leeward side 

of the Mountain range. 
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o These winds are more common on the northern side of Alps in Switzerland and with 

the arrival of these winds, there is a rapid rise in temperature. 

o The low relative humidity and high temperature are due to the adiabatic heating of 

the down-slope winds 

o The Foehn winds are present throughout the winter and due to the presence of such 

winds the temperature increases, and valleys of Switzerland are called ‘Climatic 

Oasis’ during the winter season 

 Harmattan: 

o These hot and dry wind originate from the Sahara Desert and blow towards the 

Guinea coast of Africa. 

o Due to their journey over the Sahara Desert, these winds become extremely dry and 

as they pass over the Sahara Desert, they pick up more sand especially red sand and 

turn dusty. 

o As these winds arrive in the western coast of Africa, the weather, which is warm and 

moist before its arrival, turns into pleasant dry weather with low relative humidity, 

thus bringing great relief to the people. Due to this reason, they are also known as 

“doctor” winds in the Guinea coast area of Western Africa 

 Loo: 

o It originates from the Thar desert and has north-westerly to a westerly direction. 

o They dominate during early summer in the months of March to May and create heat 

waves like condition in Northern India and adjoining parts. 

o They have desiccating effects and are considered as environmental hazards. 

Cold Local Winds: Cold local winds are dust-laden winds and as they have a temperature below 

freezing point, they create Cold Wave condition. The examples of Cold Local winds include-Mistral, 

Bora, Northers, Blizzard, Purga, Laventer, Pampero, Bise etc. 

 Mistral: 

o It is a cold and dry wind which blows in the Spain and France from North-west to 

South-East direction, mostly occur during winter months. 

o Due to the presence of the Rhome River, these winds are channelized into the 

Rhome valley due to which they become extremely cold. 

o As they pass through the narrow Rhome Valley, they turn into stormy northerly cold 

winds 

o Such stormy cold northerly winds cause a sudden drop in temperature to below 

freezing point. 

 Bora: 

o These are cold and dry north-easterly winds which blow from the mountains 

towards the eastern shore of Adriatic Sea. 
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o Bora is more effective in North Italy since here it descends the southern slopes of 

the Alps, although due to descend it gets adiabatically heated still its temperature is 

very low in comparison to the coastal area and these are the typical example of fall 

winds. 

o Bora has often associated with the passage of a temperate Cyclone and at times the 

Bora winds themselves attain the hurricane force at the foot of the mountain and 

may cause disastrous impacts on properties. 

 Blizzard: 

o Blizzard is cold, violent, powdery polar winds (pick dry snow from the ground) 

o They are prevalent in the north and south polar regions, Canada, USA, Siberia etc. 

Due to the absence of any east-west Mountain barrier, these winds reach to the 

southern states of USA. 

Conclusion 

Local differences of temperature and pressure produce local winds. Such winds are local in extent 

and are confined to the lowest levels of the troposphere. 

What are the various types of condensation? In detail, explain the mechanism behind 

formation of clouds. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about factors affecting horizontal movement of air, causes behind pressure belts and their 
distribution. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the various of condensation witnessed on the planet. 
Body: 
Explain that temperature, pressure, condensation nuclei and RH has a key role to play in cloud 
formation. Clouds develop in any air mass that becomes saturated (relative humidity becomes 100%). 
Saturation can occur by way of atmospheric mechanisms that cause the temperature of an air mass 
to be cooled to its dew point or frost point, etc. 
Explain the role that these elements play in cloud formation using illustrations. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the above as a conclusion. 
Introduction 

Condensation  is  the  change  of  the  physical  state  of  water  vapour  (gas  state)  into  water  (liqui

d state). Condensation is important to the water cycle as it is responsible for the formation of clouds. 

For condensation to take place, it is very important that the atmosphere is fully saturated (to reach 
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maximum vapour pressure). Usually, condensation takes place around dust particles or smoke or 

microscopic bacteria. 

Body 

Various types of condensation 

 Dew 

o The deposition of water vapour in the form of tiny droplets on the colder bodies by 

condensation is known as dew. 

o The clear sky, absence of wind. 

o The object on which dew forms must be good radiator and bad conductor are 

necessary conditions for formation of dew. 

 Front 

o When the temperature of air falls below 0 degrees C before the dew point is 

reached, the water vapour is directly converted into crystals of ice, and this is called 

as frost. 

o It is frequently called as a form of sublimation; Forts is injurious to vegetation. 

 Fog 

o Extremely small water droplets suspending in the atmosphere and reducing the 

horizontal visibility is fog. 

 Mist 

o Mist is less dense fog. The suspended water droplets restrict Visibility between 1000 

to 2000 meters or 4 on the coded scale (IMD) 

o The obscurity is known as mist. 

o Relative humidity is at least 75% Mist disappears with rising sun. 

 Rime 

o It is formed when wet fog having super cooled droplets immediately freeze on 

striking objects like telegraph post having temperature below freezing point. 

o White ice is formed on windward side. 

 Smog 

o The combined effect of smoke and fog droplets may reduce visibility and this 

phenomenon is called smog. 

 Haze 

o Some solid particles like dust, smoke from fire and industry restrict visibility is haze. 

Cloud and its formation mechanism 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 133 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Cloud can be defined as a mass of tiny water droplets ice crystals OR both condensed on hygroscopic 

nuclei and suspending in the atmosphere. Clouds and fogs are composed of water droplets or ice 

crystals or both of the order of size 20 to 60 microns (0.008-0.024 millimetre). 

 

  

Clouds are formed when air contains as much water vapor (gas) as it can hold. This is called the 

saturation point, and it can be reached in two ways. First, moisture accumulates until it reaches the 

maximum amount the volume of air can hold. The other method reduces the temperature of the 

moisture filled air, which in turn lowers the amount of moisture it can contain. Saturation, therefore, 

is reached through evaporation and condensation, respectively. When saturation occurs, moisture 

becomes visible water droplets in the form of fog and clouds. 
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Conclusion 

Condensation plays a very significant role in the water cycle and thus helps in maintaining the water 

balance in the environment. It is also used in various industrial processes by the scientists and 

engineers for separating mixtures and manufacturing pure substances.  

What are the factors that impact the rainfall over an area? Examine the impact of air 

pollution on rainfall patterns in India?(250 words)  
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about factors affecting horizontal movement of air, causes behind pressure belts and their 
distribution. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving the factors that affect rainfall over an area. 
Body: 
In the first part write about the factors controlling the distribution of rainfall over the earth’s surface 
are the belts of converging-ascending air flow (see doldrums; polar front), air temperature, moisture-
bearing winds, ocean currents, distance inland from the coast, and mountain ranges. 
Next, Explain the change in pattern of rainfall – the erratic behaviour of monsoon rainfall, including 
the phenomenon of concentrated heavy rainfall on a small number of days, could, at least in part, be 
attributed to the rising air pollution. Explain that excess aerosols, suspended solid particles like dust, 
smoke and industrial effluents, in the atmosphere is changing cloud patterns. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to mitigate the above. 
Introduction 

The primary source of water for agricultural production for most of the world is rainfall. Three main 

characteristics of rainfall are its amount, frequency and intensity, the values of which vary from 

place to place, day to day, month to month and also year to year. Precise knowledge of these three 

main characteristics is essential for planning its full utilization. 

Body 

Several factors influence the proportion of effective rainfall in the total received and these may 

act singly or collectively and interact with each other. 

Factor Relevant characteristics 

Rainfall Amount, intensity, frequency, distribution over area as well as time; 

Other 

meteorological 

parameters 

Temperature, radiation, relative humidity, wind velocity; 
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Land Topography, slope, type of use; 

Soil 
Depth, texture, structure, bulk density, salt and organic matter 

content; 

Soil water 
Head, suspended matter, turbidity due to clay or colloids, viscosity, 

temperature, nature of dissolved salts (Na+, N03–); 

Groundwater Depth from surface, quality; 

Management 
Type of tillage, degree of levelling, type of layout (bunding, terracing, 

ridging), use of soil conditioners; 

Channel Size, slope, shape, roughness and back water effect; 

Crops 
Nature of crops, depth of root system, degree of ground cover, stage 

of growth, crop rotations, 

Impact of air pollution on rainfall patterns in India 

 A recent analysis by Climate Trends, a Delhi based communications initiative building a 

narrative around climate ambition and low carbon development pathways, highlighted how 

high pollution levels impacted monsoon patterns in a region. 

 The analysis said with the levels of toxic pollution increasing, in the coming years, monsoon 

rain may reduce by at least 10%. 

 Rising levels of air pollution adversely impacts  as the concentration of aerosols increases, it 

leads to warming of the atmosphere but simultaneously cooling of the land surface. 

 The air pollutants block the sun rays and interfere with the heating of the ground. Also, 

these particles decrease the heat received by the ground as they absorb a fraction of the 

heat energy within themselves. 

 For instance, the required surface temperature is 40°C, while the presence of air pollution 

will result in restricting temperature up to 38°C or 39°C. 

Conclusion 

Although there are wide variations in weather patterns across India, the monsoon brings some 

unifying influences on India. The Indian landscape, its flora and fauna, etc. are highly influenced by 

the monsoon. The entire agricultural calendar in India is governed by the monsoon. Due to these 

reasons, monsoon is often a great unifying factor in India. India needs to invest more resources in 

better prediction of Monsoon forecast in order to achieve reliability and sustainability. 

How are air masses classified? Explain the process of formation of air masses? What is 

the impact of air mases on weather across the world? (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
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Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the classification, process of formation and the impact of air masses in weather. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define what air masses are and the chief characteristics of Air masses. 
Body: 
First, bring out the classification of Air Masses – various types, their characteristics. 
Next, write about the processes behind the formation of air masses – essential conditions for 
formation of an air mass such as uniformity in meteorological conditions, ample time and plain 
topography which plays an assisting role. 
Next, explain how air masses impact the micro climate – creation of an occluded front, maritime air 
masses causing rainfall, cyclonic and anti-cyclonic conditions etc. Give examples for these impacts on 
micro climate. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the major impacts air masses. 
Introduction 

An air mass is a large volume of air in the atmosphere that is mostly uniform in temperature and 

moisture. Air masses can extend thousands of kilometers across the surface of the Earth and can 

reach from ground level to the Stratosphere -16 kilometers into the atmosphere. Air masses form 

over large surfaces with uniform temperatures and humidity, called source region They acquire a 

distinct identity by their humidity, origin and movement. 

Body 

Classification of Air masses 

 

  

 Latitudinal origination: Arctic, Polar, Tropical, Equatorial 

 Source: Continental air mass & Oceanic/Maritime air mass 
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Process of formation of air masses: 

 Where an air mass receives it’s characteristics of temperature and humidity is called 

the source region. 

 Air masses are slowly pushed along by high-level winds, when an air mass moves over a new 

region, it shares its temperature and humidity with that region. 

 So the temperature and humidity of a particular location depends partly on the 

characteristics of the air mass that sits over it. 

 Storms arise if the air mass and the region it moves over have different characteristics. 

 For example, when a colder air mass moves over warmer ground, the bottom layer of air is 

heated. That air rises, forming clouds, rain, and sometimes thunderstorms. 

 When a warmer air mass travels over colder ground, the bottom layer of air cools and, 

because of its high density, is trapped near the ground. 

 In general, cold air masses tend to flow toward the equator and warm air masses tend to 

flow toward the poles. 

 This brings heat to cold areas and cools down areas that are warm. 

 It is one of the many processes that act towards balancing out the planet’s temperatures. 

 Air masses are slowly pushed along by high-level winds. 

 When an air mass moves over a new region, it shares its temperature and humidity with that 

region. 

 So the temperature and humidity of a particular location depends partly on the 

characteristics of the air mass that sits over it. 
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Air Masses: influence on the World Weather 

 Most of the migratory atmospheric disturbances such as cyclones and storms originate at 

the contact zone between different air masses and the weather associated with these 

disturbances is determined by characteristics of the air masses involved. 

 Low windspeeds let air remain stationary long enough to take on the features of the source 

region, such as heat or cold. 

 When winds move air masses, they carry their weather conditions (heat or cold, dry or 

moist) from the source region to a new region. 

 When the air mass reaches a new region, it might clash with another air mass that has a 

different temperature and humidity. This can create a severe storm. 

 The properties of an air mass which influence the accompanying weather are vertical 

distribution temperature (indicating its stability and coldness or warmness) and the moisture 

content. 

 The air masses carry atmospheric moisture from oceans to continents and cause 

precipitation over landmasses. 

 Frontal Precipitation – when warn air mass and cold air mass come in contact frontal 

precipitation occurs. It is widely witnessed in temperate region. 

 The Air masses when pass through warm water or currents acquire their moisture and cause 

rainfall in coastal regions. 

 The climates of most regions worldwide are affected by air masses. 

 For example, maritime-tropical air sourced over warm waters of the Atlantic Ocean, 

Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico, primarily between 10 and 30 degrees north of latitude, is 

the main contributor of precipitation for much of North America east of the Rocky 

Mountains. 

 They transport latent heat, thus removing the latitudinal heat balance. 

 Desertification: 

o They cause arid conditions when dry air mass is present in a region. Sahel region of 

Africa is impacted by this. 

 Cyclonic and Anticyclone conditions: 

o When these continental air masses move towards pole side and polar air masses 

move towards equatorial side both of them form fronts. 

o These cyclonic fronts are responsible for cyclonic storms at temperate regions 

 Stormy cyclones form near the air-mass fronts. 

 The temperate cyclones occur in the mid latitude of both the hemisphere. These cyclones 

are born along the polar front, particularly in the region of Icelandic and Aleutian sub –polar 

low-pressure areas in the northern hemisphere. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/climatology/air-masses/effect-of-air-masses-on-world-weather/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 139 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 A continental polar air mass originating from the tundra of northern Canada may push 

southward during the winter. 

 It brings frigid temperatures to the central United States, even as it warms up somewhat on 

its journey across lower latitudes. 

 While dry in its source region, such an air mass often picks up substantial moisture during an 

early-winter transit of the Great Lakes, allowing it to dump so-called lake effect snow on 

leeward coasts 

 Also helps in creation of an occluded front 

Conclusion 

Air masses spread across massive region up to 1600 km or more. They exercise a considerable 

influence on the climatic conditions of the region over which they lodge and carry with them 

distinctive climatic features of their source region. 

What is frontogenesis? Discuss the inversion of temperature across a front and its 

impact? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write frontogenesis, frontal inversion and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define frontogenesis. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the various causes/factors for frontogenesis – Horizontal 
divergence/difluence, Horizontal deformation, Vorticity, Tilting effects, Adiabatic heating etc. 
Next, explain the process of frontal inversion. Use a small diagram for better representation. 
Next, write about the impacts of frontal inversion – rainfall, visibility etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

Frontogenesis is the generation or intensification of a front. It occurs when warm air converges onto 

colder air, and the horizontal temperature gradient amplifies by at least an order of magnitude. 

Whenever a region experiences horizontal convergence (and therefore uplift), any pre-existing 

gradient will increase. A prerequisite for frontogenesis is that the atmosphere is baroclinic, i.e. that 

temperature advection occurs. 

Body 
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Inversion of temperature across a front 

 

  

 Inversion of Temperature is a reversal of the normal behaviour of temperature in the 

troposphere. 

 Under this meteorological phenomenon a layer of warm air lies over the cold air layer. 

 When the warm and cold fronts meet, then the warm front rises up and being heavier the 

cold front sinks down. It results in formation of Frontal Inversion. 

 It has considerable slope, whereas other inversions are nearly horizontal. It often takes place 

in the temperate zone and causes cyclonic conditions which result in the precipitation in 

different forms. 

 A frontal inversion is unstable and is destroyed as the weather changes. 

Effects of temperature inversion 

 Temperature inversion determines the precipitation, forms of clouds, and also causes frost 

due to condensation of warm air due to its cooling. 

 Dust particles hanging in the air:Due to inversion of temperature, air pollutants such as dust 

particles and smoke do not disperse on the surface. 

 Stops the movement of air:It causes the stability of the atmosphere that stops the 

downward and upward movement of air. 

 Less rainfall:Convection clouds cannot move high upwards so there is less rainfall and no 

showers. So, it causes a problem for agricultural productivity. 
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 Lower visibility:Fog is formed due to the situation of warm air above and cold air below, and 

hence visibility is reduced which causes disturbance in transportation. For instance, coffee 

growers of Brazil and apple growers and hoteliers of mountain states of Himalayas in India 

avoid lower slopes. 

 Thunderstorms and tornadoes:Intense thunderstorms and tornadoes are also associated 

with inversion of temperature because of the intense energy that is released after an 

inversion blocks an area’s normal convention patterns. 

 Diurnal variations in temperature tend to be very 

Conclusion 

Thus, Inversions play an important role in determining cloud forms, precipitation, and visibility. 

Climate change has led to more temperature inversions and the rise of ‘super pollution events’. 

Distinguishing between a tropical and extra tropical cyclone, explain the conditions 

that are favourable for the formation of a tropical cyclone? (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write in detail the tropical cyclones as a concept, their features and the factors contributing in 
formation of tropical cyclones and differentiate them from extra-tropical cyclones. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define a tropical cyclone. 
Body: 
First, write about the features of tropical cyclone and factors contributing in formation of cyclones 
Next, difference between tropical and extra tropical cyclones 
Substantiate the above aspects with relevant diagrammatic demonstrations and give recent 
examples of cyclonic activities. 
Conclusion: 
Stress upon the timely dissemination of warning of cyclones and increasing preparedness of disaster 
management authorities. 
Introduction 

Tropical Cyclone is any large system of winds that circulates about a centre of low atmospheric 

pressure in a counter-clockwise direction north of the Equator and in a clockwise direction to the 

south. Cyclonic winds move across nearly all regions of the Earth except the equatorial belt and are 

generally associated with rain or snow. Extratropical cyclones are also called wave cyclone or mid-

latitude cyclone or temperate cyclones. The systems developing in the mid and high latitude, beyond 

the tropics are called the middle latitude or extra tropical cyclones. 

Body 

Differences between tropical and Extra-tropical cyclones 
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 Winds: 

o Unlike tropical (warm core) storms, winds are not as concentrated near the center of 

the storm, but can spread out for hundreds of miles from it. 

 Direction 

o The extratropical cyclones move from west to east but tropical cyclones, move from 

east to west. 

 Precipitation: 

o The extratropical cyclones have a clear frontal system which is not present in the 

tropical cyclones. 

o It is in a cold core (non-tropical cyclone) can also spread far away from the center of 

the storm. Most mid-latitude storms are cold core including nor’easters. 

o The precipitation is more intense in tropical cyclone than non-tropical cyclone. 

o Also, precipitation in tropical cyclones are localized while in case of non-tropical 

cyclone the precipitation is widespread. 

 Shape: 

o Tropical cyclones are nearly symmetric in shape and are without fronts. Mid-latitude 

(cold core) cyclones are comma shaped and have fronts associated with them. 

 Impact 

o Extratropical cyclones cover a larger area and can originate over the land and sea. 

Whereas the tropical cyclones originate only over the seas and on reaching the land 

they dissipate. 

o The extratropical cyclone affects a much larger area as compared to the tropical 

cyclone. The wind velocity in a tropical cyclone is much higher and it is more 

destructive. 

 Transition: 

o Hurricanes and tropical storms often transition to cold core cyclones, meaning that 

it has technically lost many of its tropical characteristics and is more closely related 

to a mid-latitude (non-tropical) storm. 

o The transition often occurs when a tropical cyclone moves to higher latitudes and 

interacts with atmospheric features that are more common there. 

 Troughs: 

o Tropical cyclones don’t form troughs whereas non-tropical cyclones form troughs in 

upper level of atmosphere. 

Process and conditions favourable for Cyclone Formation 

 Large sea surface with temperature higher than 27° C 

 Presence of the Coriolis force enough to create a cyclonic vortex: 
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o The Coriolis force is zero at the equator (no cyclones at equator because of zero 

Coriolis Force) but it increases with latitude. Coriolis force at 5° latitude is significant 

enough to create a storm [cyclonic vortex]. 

o About 65 per cent of cyclonic activity occurs between 10° and 20° latitude. 

o Small variations in the vertical wind speed 

o A pre-existing weak low-pressure area or low-level-cyclonic circulation 

 Humidity Factor: 

o High humidity (around 50 to 60 per cent) is required in the mid-troposphere, since 

the presence of moist air leads to the formation of cumulonimbus cloud. 

o Such conditions exist over the equatorial doldrums, especially in western margins of 

oceans (this is because of east to west movement of ocean currents), which have 

great moisture, carrying capacity because the trade winds continuously replace the 

saturated air. 

 Upper divergence above the sea level system: 

o A well – developed divergence in the upper layers of the atmosphere is necessary so 

that the rising air currents within the cyclone continue to be pumped out and a low 

pressure maintained at the center. 

 Low-level Disturbances: 

o Low-level disturbance in the form of easterly wave disturbances in the Inter-Tropical 

Convergence Zone (ITCZ) should pre-exist. 

 Temperature contrast between air masses: 

o Trade winds from both the hemispheres meet along inter-tropical front. 

Temperature contrasts between these air masses must exist when the ITCZ is 

farthest, from the equator. 

o Thus, the convergence of these air masses of different temperatures and the 

resulting instability are the prerequisites for the origin and growth of violent tropical 

storms. 

 Wind Shear: 

o It is the differences between wind speeds at different heights 

o Tropical cyclones develop when the wind is uniform. 

o Because of weak vertical wind shear, cyclone formation processes are limited to 

latitude equator ward of the subtropical jet stream. 

o In the temperate regions, wind shear is high due to westerlies and this inhibits 

convective cyclone formation. 

Conclusion 

Despite the differences both these cyclones are destructive in nature and cause irreparable damage 

to life and property.  
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Compare and contrast summer anticyclones and winter anticyclones. What is the 

impact of an anticyclone on the weather? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write differences between summer anticyclones and winter anticyclones as well as the impact of 
an anticyclone on the weather. 
Directive word:  
Compare and contrast – provide for a detailed comparison of the two types, their features that are 
similar as well as different. One must provide for detailed assessment of the two. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define anticyclone. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the various differences between summer anticyclones and winter 
anticyclones with respect to – cloud formation, temperature, wind, condensation, impact on air and 
sea. 
 Next, write about the impact of anticyclone on the weather of the region. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

Anticyclones are the opposite of depressions – they are an area of high atmospheric pressure where 

the air is sinking. The sinking air spreads out when it reaches the ground, producing a divergence at 

the surface. 

Body 

Aloft, air rushes in to fill the void, creating a convergence aloft. Anticyclones, or highs, are also 

referred to as blocking highs because they tend to force areas of low pressure to travel around 

them. 

For example: a hurricane (tropical cyclone) that encounters an area of high pressure will be 

deflected around the cyclone. Blocking highs have spared the East Coast of the United States from 

many hurricane strikes, pushing them out over the Atlantic Ocean. 

The evolution of an anticyclone depends upon variables such as its size, intensity, and extent of 

moist convection, as well as the Coriolis force. 

Characteristics of Summer Anticyclones Characteristics of Winter Anticyclones 

Few or no clouds. Strong sunshine will make 

it hot. 
Cloudless Skies 
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Light winds 

Temperature drop, making the days cold and 

the nights even colder due to lack of cloud 

cover 

Cooling of ground leading to morning mist Fog and Frost forming at night 

Warm moist air rising from the ground 

forming thunderstorms 

Clod air from Asia bringing snow to the east 

of UK 

Cloud cover over eastern England caused by 

light winds blowing over the cooler North 

Sea 

  

Impact of Anticyclones on weather 

 In general, anticyclones are associated with fair weather. As the air sinks, it warms and dries. 

This produces clear skies and increases the air’s ability to transmit radiant energy. 

 High pressure systems have small pressure gradients (i.e. the air pressure doesn’t change 

rapidly).  This means that the winds are gentle. As the air sinks, it warms up, leading to warm 

and dry weather. 

 In the summer, this means high temperatures due to solar heating of the surface. 

 During the winter, this means low temperatures due to the radiation of heat from the 

surface into space. 

 Anticyclones often block the path of depressions, either slowing down the bad weather, or 

forcing it round the outside of the high pressure system. They are then called ‘Blocking 

Highs’. 

 Anticyclones are much larger than depressions and produce periods of settled and calm 

weather lasting many days or weeks. 

 As air descends, air pressure increases. When air hits the ground, it has to go somewhere. 

The earth’s rotation makes the air change direction. In the Northern Hemisphere the air is 

pushed clockwise. In the Southern Hemisphere the air is pushed anticlockwise. 

 

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

Discuss the factors that cause earthquakes. Why are Earthquakes more common in 

certain parts of the world than others? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
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The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about causes of earthquakes and to account for its distribution. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining an Earthquake. 
Body: 
In first part, write about the various natural as well as anthropogenic causes that cause earthquakes. 
Next, give a brief about how some regions are more prone to earthquakes than the others. Account 
for reasons for the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the importance of preparedness to deal with earthquakes. 
Introduction 

Earthquakes are the result of sudden movement along faults within the Earth. The movement 

releases stored-up ‘elastic strain’ energy in the form of seismic waves, which propagate through the 

Earth and cause the ground surface to shake. Such movement on the faults is generally a response to 

long-term deformation and the build-up of stress. 

Body 

Factors that cause earthquakes 

 The Earth’s crust consists of seven large lithospheric plates and numerous smaller plates. 

These plates move towards each other (a convergent boundary), apart (a divergent 

boundary) or past each other (a transform boundary). 

 Earthquakes are caused by a sudden release of stress along faults in the earth’s crust. 

 The continuous motion of tectonic plates causes a steady build-up of pressure in the rock 

strata on both sides of a fault until the stress is sufficiently great that it is released in a 

sudden, jerky movement. Earthquakes caused by plate tectonics are called tectonic quakes. 

 Induced quakes are caused by human activity, like tunnel construction, filling reservoirs and 

implementing geothermal or fracking projects. The earthquakes that occur in the areas of 

large reservoirs are referred to as reservoir induced earthquakes. 

 Volcanic quakes are associated with active volcanism. They are generally not as powerful as 

tectonic quakes and often occur relatively near the surface. Consequently, they are usually 

only felt in the vicinity of the hypocenter. 

 Collapse quakes can be triggered by such phenomena as cave-ins, mostly in karst areas or 

close to mining facilities, as a result of subsidence. 

 Ground shaking may also occur due to the explosion of chemical or nuclear devices. Such 

tremors are called explosion earthquakes. 

Why Earthquakes more common in certain parts of the world than others 
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 Over 90% of earthquakes – including almost all of the largest and most destructive ones – 

happen at or near so-called plate boundaries, where the 15 or so major subdivisions 

(“plates”) of the Earth’s crust and uppermost mantle move towards, alongside, or away from 

each other. 

 Most of the plates’ movement is focused at these boundaries, so large earthquakes far away 

from these boundaries are much less common. 

 Earthquakes can strike any location at any time, but history shows they occur in the same 

general patterns year after year, principally in three large zones of the earth: 

o Circum-Pacific seismic belt: The world’s greatest earthquake belt is found along the 

rim of the Pacific Ocean, where about 81 per cent of our planet’s largest 

earthquakes occur. It is also known as “Ring of Fire”. 

o Alpine earthquake belt: It extends from Java to Sumatra through the Himalayas, the 

Mediterranean, and out into the Atlantic. This belt accounts for about 17 percent of 

the world’s largest earthquakes. 

o Submerged mid-Atlantic Ridge: The ridge marks where two tectonic plates are 

spreading apart (a divergent plate boundary). 

 

Conclusion 

Unlike other disasters, the damages caused by earthquakes are more devastating. Since it also 

destroys most of the transport and communication links, providing timely relief to the victims 

becomes difficult. It is not possible to prevent the occurrence of an earthquake; hence, the next best 

option is to emphasis on disaster preparedness and mitigation rather than curative measures. 
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What is a Tsunami? Explain the difference between a tsunami wave and a tidal wave. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1 and mentioned as part of 
Mission-2022 Secure timetable. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain the process of Tsunami and how it is caused. In the later part, to differentiate between a 
Tsunami Wave and tidal wave. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Define Tsunami and briefly mention a few examples of Tsunamis witnessed. 
Body: 
Draw a simple illustrative diagram and explain the phenomenon of the Tsunami. In the explanation, 
talk about how the wave is formed, propagates (including Shoaling effect) and the destruction 
caused by it at the end. 
In the second part, differentiate between Tsunami Wave and Tidal wave on Wave Speed, Wave 
period, wavelength, Origin etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by throwing light on Indian preparedness in the early warning mechanism of Tsunamis. 
Introduction 

Tsunami means a “harbour wave” in literal translation and comes from the Japanese characters for 

harbour (tsu) and wave (nami). A tsunami also called seismic sea waves, is one of the most powerful 

and destructive natural forces. It is a series of extremely long waves caused by a large and sudden 

displacement of the ocean due to earthquake, volcanic eruptions etc. When they reach the coast, 

they can cause dangerous coastal flooding and powerful currents that can last for several hours or 

days. 

Body 

Characteristics: 

 Tsunamis are giant waves caused by earthquakes or volcanic eruptions under the sea. Out in 

the depths of the ocean, tsunami waves do not dramatically increase in height. 

 But as the waves travel inland, they build up to higher and higher heights as the depth of the 

ocean decreases. 

 The speed of tsunami waves depends on ocean depth rather than the distance from the 

source of the wave. 

 Tsunami waves may travel as fast as jet planes over deep waters, only slowing down when 

reaching shallow waters. 

 While tsunamis are often referred to as tidal waves, this name is discouraged by 

oceanographers because tides have little to do with these giant waves. 
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Difference between a tsunami and tidal wave: 

  Tidal waves Tsunami waves 

 About 

Tidal waves are waves created by 

the gravitational forces of the 

sun or moon, and cause changes 

in the level of water bodies. 

Tsunami is a series of water waves 

caused by the displacement of large 

bodies of water. They generally have 

low amplitude but a high (a few 

hundred km long) wavelength. 

Tsunamis generally go unnoticed at sea 

but prominent in shallow waters or 

land. 

Cause 

Tidal waves are caused due to 

the gravitational force exerted 

by the sun and the moon. 

Tsunamis are generated by 

earthquakes, erupting submarine 

volcanoes or due to any gas bubble 

erupting in the sea or ocean. 

Intensity 

The intensity of a changing tide is 

noticeable only in certain parts 

where it’s high enough (As high 

as 55 feet in the Bay of Fundy, 

Canada). 

Tsunamis can have wavelengths of up to 

200 kilometres and can travel over 800 

kilometres per hour. When tsunamis 

approach shallow water near land 

masses, the speed decreases, and the 

amplitude increases very rapidly. 
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Location 
Tidal waves are phenomena seen 

most at coastal areas. 

A majority of tsunamis (80%) occur in 

the Pacific Ocean but can occur in any 

large body of water if the underlying 

causes are present. 

Frequency 
Tidal waves occur daily at a 

coastal area. 

Tsunamis occur only when there is 

seismic disturbance in large water 

bodies. 

Conclusion 

India is much safer against tsunami threat than it was in 2004, thanks to the state-of-the-art 

tsunami early warning system established at Indian National Centre for Ocean Information System 

(INCOIS). 

From absolutely no warning capability or for that matter any public knowledge of tsunamis in the 

Indian Ocean, we have reached a stage where we can detect large under sea earthquakes in real-

time and provide a tsunami warning in 10 – 20 minutes after the earthquake occurrence. However, 

the best of warning systems could fail, if communities are not prepared, if they do not understand 

the official and natural warning signs of a tsunami, and if they do not take appropriate and timely 

response. 

Value addition 

Causes: 

Tsunamis are ocean waves triggered by: 

 Large earthquakes that occur near or under the ocean 

 Volcanic eruptions 

 Submarine landslides 

 Onshore landslides in which large volumes of debris fall into the water  

 

What are the factors that impact the rainfall over an area? Examine the impact of air 

pollution on rainfall patterns in India? ( (150 words) 
Reference: Insights on India 

Introduction 

The primary source of water for agricultural production for most of the world is rainfall. Three main 

characteristics of rainfall are its amount, frequency and intensity, the values of which vary from 

place to place, day to day, month to month and also year to year. Precise knowledge of these three 

main characteristics is essential for planning its full utilization.  

Body 

Several factors influence the proportion of effective rainfall in the total received and these may 

act singly or collectively and interact with each other. 
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Factor Relevant characteristics 

Rainfall Amount, intensity, frequency, distribution over area as well as time; 

Other meteorological 

parameters 

Temperature, radiation, relative humidity, wind velocity; 

Land Topography, slope, type of use; 

Soil Depth, texture, structure, bulk density, salt and organic matter content; 

Soil water Head, suspended matter, turbidity due to clay or colloids, viscosity, 

temperature, nature of dissolved salts (Na+, N03-); 

Groundwater Depth from surface, quality; 

Management Type of tillage, degree of levelling, type of layout (bunding, terracing, 

ridging), use of soil conditioners; 

Channel Size, slope, shape, roughness and back water effect; 

Crops Nature of crops, depth of root system, degree of ground cover, stage of 

growth, crop rotations, 

 

Impact of air pollution on rainfall patterns in India 

 A recent analysis by Climate Trends, a Delhi based communications initiative building a narrative 

around climate ambition and low carbon development pathways, highlighted how high pollution 

levels impacted monsoon patterns in a region.  

 The analysis said with the levels of toxic pollution increasing, in the coming years, monsoon rain 

may reduce by at least 10%. 

 Rising levels of air pollution adversely impacts  as the concentration of aerosols increases, it 

leads to warming of the atmosphere but simultaneously cooling of the land surface. 

 The air pollutants block the sun rays and interfere with the heating of the ground. Also, these 

particles decrease the heat received by the ground as they absorb a fraction of the heat energy 

within themselves. 

 For instance, the required surface temperature is 40°C, while the presence of air pollution will 

result in restricting temperature up to 38°C or 39°C. 

Conclusion 

Although there are wide variations in weather patterns across India, the monsoon brings some 

unifying influences on India. The Indian landscape, its flora and fauna, etc. are highly influenced by 

the monsoon. The entire agricultural calendar in India is governed by the monsoon. Due to these 

reasons, monsoon is often a great unifying factor in India. India needs to invest more resources in 

better prediction of Monsoon forecast in order to achieve reliability and sustainability. 
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	Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present- significant events, personalities, issues.
	The 1890s and early 1900s were not only a phase of moderate struggle in India, but also in South Africa. In what ways did Gandhiji’s South African experience prepare him for leadership in India? Elucidate. (250 words)
	Sir Syed Ahmad Khan was a reformer, educationist and a moderniser within the Muslim community in the late nineteenth century. Discuss. (250 words)

	The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors /contributions from different parts of the country.
	The 1890s and early 1900s were not only a phase of moderate struggle in India, but also in South Africa. In what ways did Gandhiji’s South African experience prepare him for leadership in India? Elucidate. (250 words)
	It was from the latter part of 1927 that the curve of the mass anti-imperialist upsurge began to take a marked upward turn. What were some of the events that led up to the Civil Disobedience Movement? Examine. (250 words)
	The acceptance of Partition in 1947 was only the final act of a process of step-by-step concession to the League’s intransigent championing of a sovereign Muslim state. Elucidate. (250 words)
	The Moderates played an important role at a critical period in the history of Indian national struggle. Elaborate on their contributions. (250 words)
	Chandrashekhar Azad’s idea of nationalism may not have matched with that of Mahatma Gandhi but his contributions for the cause of Indian independence remain immense. Discuss. (250 words)

	History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization.
	The cold war played itself out in many domains and theatres across the world which had a lot of implications. Discuss. (250 words)
	Did the non-aligned countries play any role in reducing Cold War conflicts? As one of the founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement, what responsibility did India shoulder? Critically examine. (250 words)
	In what manner did the outbreak of World War 2 affect India’s struggle for Independence? Discuss. (250 words)
	A combination of the New Deal and the beginning of World War-II lifted the U.S. out of The Great Depression. Elaborate. (250 words)
	In the 1960’s, the African experience was one of struggle for liberation, for freedom from colonialism and against racial prejudice. Comment. (250 words)
	Simon Bolivar was instrumental in the resistance movement and played a key role in the Latin American fight for independence. Elucidate. (250 words)
	Delineate the process of colonisation embarked upon by the European countries during the phase of new Imperialism witnessed in the latter half of nineteenth century. (250 words)
	With reference to the decolonisation of Cyprus, why did enosis not take place? What role has the United Nations played in Cyprus since 1964? Examine. (250 words)
	Despite achieving independence, African states faced several problems that plunged it political turmoil and economic backwardness. Comment. (250 words)
	The League of Nations was a toothless tiger since its inception and hence was bound to be an utter failure. Comment. (150 words)
	After 1848, nationalism in Europe moved away from its association with democracy and revolution. Examine. (250 words)
	World War-I fuelled the Russian Revolution and hastened the inevitable collapse of an outdated monarchy unsuitable to compete in the modern world. Comment. (250 words)
	The continental system which was designed to subjugate Britain economically had fundamental flaws which ultimately led to the downfall of Napoleon. Examine. (250 words)

	Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.
	For the Indian LGBTQIA+ community, a truly inclusive society remains a distant dream. Comment. (250 words)
	Denying individuals matrimonial and other rights that emanate from matrimony solely for their sexual orientation is unjust and unconstitutional. Comment. (250 words)
	Critically comment on the new phenomena of ageism being crept into mainstream society and the view that higher aged population to be more of a liability than an asset. (250 words)

	Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues,
	India’s Global Gender Gap Index rating, 2021 indicates that the phenomena of ‘motherhood penalty’ strongly prevails in the employment sector. Examine the causes for the same and suggest some measures to address this issue. (250 words)
	Social evils such as child marriage has a multidimensional impact not only on the girl child but on the society as a whole. Elaborate. (250 words)

	Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.
	Without taking the impacts of climate change into consideration, today’s urban development gains may be wiped out tomorrow. Examine. (250 words)
	Managing and facilitating the process of urbanization is essential for India’s structural transformation and hence, a comprehensive Urbanisation Policy is the need of the hour for India. Elaborate. (250 words)

	Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.
	The deeply entrenched communalism and casteism permeates as occasional outbursts of violence against the poor and vulnerable. Analyse. (250 words)
	It is said that one form of communalism fattens another form of communalism. Comment in the light of recent events in Bangladesh and its repercussions and reactions in India. (250 words)

	Salient features of world’s physical geography.
	Seismic waves helps us to unravel the mysteries of the Earth’s interior. Explain. (250 words)
	The scale of geologic time is vast, currently estimated at nearly 4.6 billion years. During that time, life evolved into the familiar forms we see today. Elaborate upon the importance of studying geologic time scale (GTS). (250 words)
	The Ring of Fire, also referred to as the Circum-Pacific Belt, is a path along the Pacific Ocean characterized by active volcanoes and frequent earthquakes. Discuss the reasons for it. (250 words)
	Deltas are incredibly diverse and ecologically as well as economically important ecosystems. Analyse the threats posed by anthropogenic activities to deltas. (250 words)
	Explain in detail various landforms of glaciation and their significance. Analyse the threats posed by black carbon to glaciers? (250 words)
	While the earth’s crust is undergoing constructive changes to create new relief, external forces of nature are working vigorously to level this down. Explain. (250 words)
	What is weathering? What are the various types of weathering? Explain the various factors that affect the weathering process. (250 words)
	Identify types of mass movements and how they occur? Evaluate the contributing factors to landslides in India. (250 words)
	Winds may erode, transport, and deposit materials and are effective agents in regions with sparse vegetation. Discuss. (250 words)
	Karst landforms are created by water sinking and circulating underground, and the resulting chemical erosion of bedrock. Elaborate on the various types of Karst landforms. (250 words)
	Fluvial processes sculpt the landscape, eroding landforms, transporting sediment, and depositing it to create new landforms. Human civilization and ecosystems alike are dependent on fluvial systems. Discuss. (250 words)
	Volcanic landforms are controlled by the geological processes that form them and act on them after they have formed. Explain various types of Volcanic landforms. (250 words)
	Why is the theory of plate tectonics considered to be more complete than the continental drift theory? Examine. (250 words)
	Explain the concept of sea floor spreading. What are the geographic features associated with sea floor spreading? (250 words)
	The balancing act of solar and terrestrial energy flows defines the energy balance of the planet. Earth’s heat balance is an extremely important factor in making the Earth liveable. Discuss. (250 words)
	The earth’s atmosphere is a multi-layered cake, each layer having its own specific traits and functions. Elaborate. (250 words).
	Discuss the development of pressure belts and their distribution over the globe. (250 words)
	Though Local winds occur on a small spatial scale and are short-lived, local winds can have profound impact on the livelihood of the region. Comment. (250 words)
	What are the various types of condensation? In detail, explain the mechanism behind formation of clouds. (250 words)
	What are the factors that impact the rainfall over an area? Examine the impact of air pollution on rainfall patterns in India?(250 words)
	How are air masses classified? Explain the process of formation of air masses? What is the impact of air mases on weather across the world? (250 words)
	What is frontogenesis? Discuss the inversion of temperature across a front and its impact? (250 words)
	Distinguishing between a tropical and extra tropical cyclone, explain the conditions that are favourable for the formation of a tropical cyclone? (250 words)
	Compare and contrast summer anticyclones and winter anticyclones. What is the impact of an anticyclone on the weather? (250 words)

	Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
	Discuss the factors that cause earthquakes. Why are Earthquakes more common in certain parts of the world than others? (250 words)
	What is a Tsunami? Explain the difference between a tsunami wave and a tidal wave. (250 words)
	What are the factors that impact the rainfall over an area? Examine the impact of air pollution on rainfall patterns in India? ( (150 words)


