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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

India has set itself in the right direction of principle of gender equality enshrined in 

the Indian Constitution by allowing permanent commissioning of women in the armed 

forces. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate. 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Recently, Defence Minister said that it is justifiable to discuss the role of women in the armed forces 
and stated the historic examples of Rani Lakshmi bai and Indira Gandhi and their role to defend India 
in Shanghai Co operation meet. 
 Key Demand of the question:  
To discuss the role of women in National defence as part of the armed forces. 
Directive word:  
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the constitutional ideal of promoting equality and women empowerment. 
Body: 
Mention about the untapped potential of women to be leaders in the armed forces until recently and 
the right move of the government to allow permanent commissioning of women. Next, highlight the 
twin nature of women as both nurturer/ caregiver as well as a protector. These instincts and by 
nature with women and has been historically proven by the leaders such as Rani Lakshmi Bai. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that gender cannot be base to discriminate woman in the field of armed forces 
and that the recent move is a step in the right direction. 
Introduction 

The Centre on September 8 told the Supreme Court that it had taken a decision to allow women 

entry into the National Defence Academy (NDA), so far, a male bastion for recruitment into the 

Armed Forces. When this decision comes through formally on paper, women can prepare for a 

career in the Armed Forces immediately after Class 12. 
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Recently, PM announcement to allow girls for admission in Sainik School is a welcome move that 

will prepare girls for equal roles & life in the military. 

Body 

Background 

 The apex court had ordered on March 17 last year that women officers be given the same 

option of converting their short service commission to permanent commission as male 

officers. 

 Several untenable reasons have been touted for years to deny women parity in the 

forces. These range from protecting women’s honour and lack of gender sensitivity among 

male soldiers to needing to lower standards for women officers. 

 All of this was called as hogwash by the Supreme Court. Women in the forces have 

repeatedly proved themselves to be equally capable as their male colleagues when given 

same opportunities. 

 Plus, a woman officer or cadet is fully aware of the risks involved in her profession. Only 

a patriarchal mindset feels the need to shield her. 

 Therefore, the Centre and the services’ decision is a welcome change in attitude towards 

women in the armed forces who have long been at the receiving end of patriarchal mores. 

Achieving gender parity in armed forces: Timeline 

 The first batch of women officers was given commission in the Navy in 1992. It has taken 

close to 30 years for women to be given direct permanent commission. 

 The Army, Air Force and Navy began inducting women as short-service commission 

(SSC) officers in 

o This was the first time when women were allowed to join the military outside 

the medical stream. 

 They were commissioned for a period of five years in certain chosen streams such as 

Army Education Corps, Corps of Signals, Intelligence Corps, and Corps of Engineers. 

o Recruits under the Women Special Entry Scheme (WSES) had a shorter pre-

commission training period than their male counterparts who were commissioned 

under the Short Service Commission (SSC) scheme. 

o In 2006, the WSES scheme was replaced with the SSC scheme, which was extended 

to women officers. They were commissioned for a period of 10 years, extendable up 

to 14 years. 

o Serving WSES officers were given the option to move to the new SSC scheme or to 

continue under the erstwhile WSES. 

o They were to be, however, restricted to roles in streams specified earlier, which 

excluded combat arms such as infantry and armoured corps. 

 One of the turning points for women in the military came in 2015 when Indian Air Force 

(IAF) decided to induct them into the fighter stream. 
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 In Secretary, Ministry of Defence vs Babita Puniya & Ors: the Court pointed out the 

“significant role” played by women since their induction in the army in 1992. 

o So extending permanent positions to women SSC officers is a step forward in 

bringing equality of opportunity in the army. 

 In early 2021, the Indian Navy deployed four women officers on warships after a gap of 

almost 25 years. 

o India’s only aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya and fleet tanker INS Shakti are the 

warships that have been assigned their first women crews since the late 1990s. 

 In May 2021, the Army inducted the first batch of women into the Corps of Military 

Police, the first time that women joined the military in the non-officer cadre. 

 In the recent judgement, SC allowed women to sit for National Defence Academy (NDA) 

exam as the current policy is based on “gender discrimination”. 

Conclusion 

SC upheld the right to equality in the Constitution for the spirit of the order is the principle of non-

discrimination. Gender cannot serve as the basis for inequitable and unequal treatment in any 

sphere, including in defence forces. There is a bigger need in shift to take place in the culture, norms, 

and values of the rank and file of the Army, which will be the responsibility of the senior military and 

political leadership. 

Our constitution has ideals and values inspired by great personalities and their 

philosophies which has enriched our democracy. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Lord Buddha is the inspiration for India’s Constitution even today, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said 
on Wednesday. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the various influences on Indian constitution and its impact. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by highlighting some of the ideals and values of the Indian constitution as enshrined in the 
Preamble. 
Body: 
Associate the ideals and values with leaders such as Gandhi- Local Governance, Nehru – Socialist 
state, Ambedkar – Equality (social-economic-political), Buddha- Inclusive society and few others  and 
you may also link it with the relevant articles of the constitution. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that the constitution was framed based on the Indian Independence struggle and 
a major part of it is shaped on the ideals of our leaders along with some being borrowed from other 
constitutions based on the suitability to our society. 
Introduction 
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The Constitution of any country serves several purposes. It lays down certain ideals that form the 

basis of the kind of country that we as citizens aspire to live in. A country is usually made up of 

different communities of people who share certain beliefs, but may not necessarily agree on all 

issues. A Constitution helps serve as a set of principles, rules and procedures on which there is a 

consensus. These form the basis according to which the people want the country to be governed and 

the society to move on. This includes not only an agreement on the type of government but also on 

certain ideals that the country should uphold. 

Body 

Ideals & values inspired by great personalities & their philosophies in Indian Constitution 

 We Indians have had a tradition of maintaining our Indian identity while also welcoming 

noble ideas emanating from all the sources. 

 This cultural ethos also finds its reflection in the making of our Constitution. 

 We have adopted the best practices from several other Constitutions of other countries. 

 In addition, the imprint of our age-old values and the ideals from our freedom struggle can 

also be seen in our Constitution. 

 Our Constitution is a national document whose different facets also reflect the democratic 

systems prevalent in our ancient Assemblies and Sabhas, Lichchhavis and other ancient 

Indian republics and the Buddhist Sanghas. 

 Lord Buddha is the inspiration for India’s Constitution and the ‘dhamma chakra’ on the 

tricolour is the driving force for the country. 

 His ideals of non-violence and compassion are strongly etched in the Fundamental 

rights and DPSPs. 

 Swami Vivekananda propounded ‘man-making education’ which involves the harmonious 

development of the body, mind and soul. According to him, the lasting foundation for 

nation-building was not economics or politics but education. 

 This is envisioned in Right to Education in FR and recent NEP. 

 Gandhiji envisioned an India in which there shall be no high class and low class of people; an 

India in which all  communities  shall  live  in  perfect  harmony and where Women will enjoy 

the same rights as men. 

 This has been implemented in the right to equality, right against untouchability, local 

governance with self-rule of people 

 The dream  of  an  India  that  has eliminated inequality  was  shared  by Ambedkar, who 

played a key role in the making of the Constitution. 

 Jawaharlal Nehru was a staunch advocate of socialism, democracy and anti-imperialism. 

 The ideals of Socialism was promoted by Bhagat Singh too through HSRA. 

 Bose viewed freedom not only in terms of political self-rule but also freedom from socio-

economic inequalities, casteism, intolerance etc. Bose held steadfast to a vision of large 

scale industrialisation and a politics devoid of irrationality and religiosity. 
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 Thakkar Bapa promoted and stood for the Tribal Rights which is enshrined in the 5th and 

6th Schedules of Constitution. 

Conclusion 

Thus, the values that inspired and guided the freedom  struggle  and  were  in  turn 

nurtured   by   it,   formed   the foundation  for  India’s  democracy. 

These  values  are  embedded  in  the Preamble, FR and DPSPs  of  the  Indian  Constitution. 

Robust institutional mechanisms must be constituted in order to maintain the fine 

balance of public privacy and national security. Analyse this statement in the context 

of recent Pegasus controversy. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question:   
Supreme court has ordered institutionalising a committee to investigate the alleged accusations 
against the government for the use of Pegasus spyware against its citizens for political benefits. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about trade-off between Public privacy and national security. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning about article 21 ensuring right to privacy as a fundamental duty. 
Body: 
First, mention that even fundamental rights are not absolute and needs to be reasonably restricted in 
the context of larger public good such as national security. 
Next, bring out the need to institute a body that ensures that the breach of public privacy is only in 
case of absolute necessity and for a genuine cause. Mention some necessary features of the body 
needed to ensure the same. 
Next, write about the need for accountability for any breach of privacy in the garb of national 
security. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that the regulatory body would definitely help strike a balance between public 
privacy and national security 
Introduction 

The Supreme Court’s much-awaited judgement in the Pegasus case is an important landmark in the 

history of the fight for the fundamental rights of citizens and institutional protection for 

them. Pegasus symbolised one of the most serious of such challenges. Revelations in the 

international media had pointed to extensive surveillance and hacking of citizens’ phones for the 

past many years with the help of a software from an Israeli company. 

The Supreme Court of India has appointed a committee presided by Justice (Retd.) R V 

Raveendran to inquire into the Pegasus revelations. 

Body 

Background 
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 When damning revelations emerged that many phones of journalists, activists and even 

doctors and court staff were targets of military-grade spyware designed not only to grab 

data but also take control of devices, the Government ought to have responded, as some 

nations did, with alarm and alacrity. 

 Instead, it resorted to a bald claim that illegal surveillance is not possible in India, and that 

the disclosure of whether or not a particular software suite was used by its agencies would 

compromise national security. 

Balancing public privacy and national security 

 Article 21 under its ambit, provides Right to privacy. Though this right is not absolute, that 

does not give license to the government to abrogate the same under the pretext of national 

security. 

 Surveillance, or even the knowledge that one could be spied upon, affects the way 

individuals exercise their rights, warranting the Court’s intervention. 

 There is no omnibus prohibition on judicial review merely because the spectre of national 

security is being raised. 

 The Court deemed unacceptable the Government’s refusal to shed any light on a 

controversy that involves possible violation of citizens’ rights and made it clear that national 

security considerations cannot be used by the state “to get a free pass”. 

 The Court has approached the issue as one that raises an “Orwellian concern”, recognising 

that intrusive surveillance not only violates the right to privacy but also has a chilling effect 

on the freedom of the press. 

Need for accountability 

 The Supreme Court’s decision to set up a committee under a former judge of the court, 

Justice R V Raveendran, to investigate the charges of illegal surveillance and hacking, under 

its own supervision, is welcome because it will hopefully bring out the truth and fix 

responsibility. 

 An important feature of the court’s decision is that it has rejected the government’s offer to 

set up a committee to probe the matter. 

 The government has been evasive and was unwilling to provide the information that the 

court wanted, and tried to hide behind the excuse of national security. The court has done 

well to reject this, and this should be relevant in other cases also where the government has 

tried to curb the rights of citizens. 

 The committee will also make recommendations for enactment of legal measures and other 

steps for better protection of rights. 

Conclusion 

The power of the state to snoop in the name of national security into the “sacred private space” of 

individuals could not be absolute as reiterated by the state. The Court-supervised panel appears to 

have the required expertise and independence, but its success in unravelling the truth may depend 

on how much information it can extract from the Government and its surveillance agencies. 
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Equality forms the bedrock on which democracy and welfare can be sustained. 

Elaborate. (150 words) 

Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

Equality, which means state of being equal, signifies ‘having the same rights, privileges, treatments, 

status, and opportunities’. Equality is treated as something that relates to distributive principle 

because of which rights, treatments, and opportunities are distributed amongst the beneficiaries in a 

fair manner.  

Body 

The welfare state is a concept of government in which the state plays a key role in the protection 

and promotion of the economic and social well-being of its citizens. It provides a social security net 

which may include education, housing, sustenance, healthcare etc.  

Equality as basis of Democracy and Welfare 

India at the dawn of the independence inherited several economic (chronic poverty) and social 

challenges, for example, vulnerable sections of the society such as women, Dalits, children were 

deprived of basic means of living. 

 India is a democratic nation but without economic freedom, inequality becomes the very 

base of India’s culture sheltering injustice, regional and sectoral imbalances etc.  

 The welfare state is the mandate of any mature democracy. Therefore, both citizenry and 

government should strive to make society more inclusive and equitable.  

 Without ensuring equality of opportunity and equitable distribution of wealth, the welfare 

of the marginalised and deprived sections of society cannot be ensured. 

 While equality of opportunity provides all the sections of the society a level playing field, 

equitable distribution of wealth empowers them to maximise their productivity and 

contribution in society.  

 Government schemes like Stand up India, Start-up India, Jan Dhan Yojana and policies like 

land reform policies, reservations for the marginalised sections in job opportunities are 

some of the steps being taken by the government in this direction to ensure equitable 

distribution of wealth and to provide equality of opportunity. 

 Economic democracy is the real democracy which should be ensured through economic 

packages of the government.  

 In this context, the Indian Constitution imbibes the concept of the welfare state, which can 

be depicted in the form of Fundamental Rights and the other as Directive Principles of State 

Policy (DPSP). 

 Fundamental rights sought to implement political equality and Directive Principles of State 

Policy sought to implement socio-economic equality. 

In pursuance of this, the Indian state has provided many schemes and policies.  

For example: 
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 Enforcing Article 16(4) the government can provide for reservation of appointments or posts 

in favour of any backward class that is not adequately represented in the state services. 

 In pursuance of Article 21A, the Parliament enacted the Right of Children to Free and 

Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009. 

 This Act seeks to provide that every child has a right to be provided full-time elementary 

education. 

 The Maternity Benefit Act (1961) and the Equal Remuneration Act (1976) have been made to 

protect the interests of women workers. 

 Schemes like Ayushmann Bharat, Jal Jeevan Mission, Saubhagya scheme etc. are all steps 

towards fulfilling the mandate of the welfare state. 

Conclusion 

Fairness does not mean all to be treated equally in all circumstances. In fact it very well means 

unequal treatment for those who are unequal. Essentially it relates to the principle of justice 

because it requires fair distributive principle. However those who are equal should not be treated as 

unequal and the unequal as equal. 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges 

pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local 

levels and challenges therein. 

The SVAMVITA scheme is the resulting product when policy making for local bodies 

meets modern technology and economic prudence. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will distribute e-property cards to 1,71,000 beneficiaries under the 
SVAMITVA scheme 
Key Demand of the question:  
To mention the key features of SVAMVITA scheme and the intent behind introduction of the scheme. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write in brief about the aims and objectives of SVAMVITA scheme. 
Body: 
Firstly, Mention about the general issues of property disputes in rural areas 
Next, explain the features of SVAMITVA scheme. Stress on use of technology such as drone mapping 
and GPS in order to create accurate land records. 
Next, mention how the scheme would enable the rural population to use their property as a financial 
asset for taking loans and other financial benefits. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that the scheme would provide a positive impetus in the local governance to 
resolve land disputes and also provide economic spurt by promoting financial lending. 
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Introduction 

On the Panchayati Raj Diwas on April 24 2020, the prime minister launched the ‘Swamitva Yojna’, or 

the ownership scheme, to map residential land ownership in the rural sector with the help of 

modern technology like drones. 

The Prime Minister will distribute e-property cards to 1,71,000 beneficiaries under the SVAMITVA 

scheme in Madhya Pradesh. 

Body 

About SVAMITVA Scheme: Key Features 

 SVAMITVA, or Survey of Villages Abadi and Mapping with Improvised Technology in 

Village Areas, is a central scheme of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj that aims to provide 

property rights to residents in rural areas. 

 Objective: The scheme will pave the way for using property as a financial asset by villagers 

for taking loans and other financial benefits, like in urban areas. 

 Implementing Agency: The Panchayats of the rural areas were expecting the launch of this 

scheme for a long time. 

 Technology: For the demarcation of inhabited land, the latest surveying method is Drone’s 

technology. 

Issues of land and property in rural areas 

 Several villagers in the rural areas don’t have papers proving ownership of their land. 

 In most states, survey and measurement of the populated areas in the villages has not 

been done for the purpose of attestation/verification of properties. 

 When people do not have land papers, the chances of disputes get increased in rural area 

o This scheme will fill this gap and make the people aware of their ownership of land 

in rural areas. 

 Swamitva Yojana is aimed to fill the above gap to provide ownership rights to people in the 

villages. 

 As the property record of a village will be managed at the Panchayat level, the collection of 

taxes from the local landowners will also be done at this level only and collected money will 

be used for the benefit of the local area and people. 

Significance of the scheme to rural population 

 It is expected to go a long way in settling property rights in rural hinterlands and likely to 

become a tool for empowerment and entitlement, reducing social strife on account of 

discord over properties. 

 The delivery of property rights through an official document will enable villagers to access 

bank finance using their property as collateral. 

 The residential land in villages will be measured using drones to create a non-disputable 

record. 
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o It is the latest technology for surveying and measuring of land. 

o Drones will draw a digital map of every property falling within the geographical 

limits of a village and demarcate the boundaries of every revenue area. 

 The property records for a village will also be maintained at the Panchayat level, allowing for 

the collection of associated taxes from the owners. 

o The money generated from these local taxes will be used to build rural 

infrastructure and facilities. 

 Freeing the residential properties including land of title disputes and the creation of an 

official record is likely to result in appreciation in the market value of the properties. 

 The accurate property records can be used for facilitating tax collection, new building and 

structure plan, issuing of permits and for thwarting attempts at property grabbing. 

Conclusion 

The scheme will go a long way in achieving social justice and securing the lives of rural people by 

providing them definite legal assurance of their land ownership. The scheme has also provided a 

boost to the ecosystem of drone manufacturing in the country. Ultimately, the scheme will help in 

creation of survey infrastructure and GIS maps that can be leveraged by any department; and, 

supporting preparation of better-quality Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP) by making use 

of GIS maps. 

Value Addition 

Challenges in implementation of scheme 

 The scheme does not spell out how to resolve existing disputes on land in the rural areas. 

 There is a lack of grievance redressal mechanism and villagers have no means to place their 

objections or bring notice to the authorities regarding any discrepancies. 

 The scheme has not addressed the level of reliability of the drone survey, as accuracy rate 

may vary. 

 Before implementation, people must be apprised of the scheme thoroughly and made aware 

of their rights and benefits accruing out of it. 

 Without the cooperation of the people and their acceptance, the scheme will be difficult to 

implement. 

Public order and Police fall entirely in the State sphere, the responsibility of a State 

Government in regard to these two subjects should be fully respected. However, to 

meet the security needs of the country, centre can deploy Suo motu its forces in a 

State. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
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The Union Home Ministry has enhanced the powers of the Border Security Force (BSF) to “arrest, 
search and seize” within 50 km from the international boundary in Assam, West Bengal, Punjab, and 
the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyse the Centre-state relations in the context of India’s quasi-federal structure in the realm of 
deployment of security forces. 
Directive word:  
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a brief on the federal structure of India as per our constitutional provisions. 
Body: 
First, mention that the federal structure of India is not as rigid as the federal structure of USA. 
Next, deliberate on the need for a collaborative approach between the Centre and the state in 
matters of security (internal and external) and that deployment of Union forces should be on a 
consensus and situational demand basis. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying that Union should exercise its powers of deployment with caution and without 
causing insecurity of the states. 
Introduction 

The constitutional and legal–institutional design of the federal system and process in India, when 

examined from the lens of national security, shows a distinct trajectory towards centralization. 

Centralization of power was implicit in the establishment of parliamentary supremacy by the 

Constituent Assembly of India, which stressed the need for a strong Central Government to address 

the numerous crises confronting the Indian state. 

The Union Home Ministry has enhanced the powers of the Border Security Force (BSF) to “arrest, 

search and seize” within 50 km from the international boundary in Assam, West Bengal, Punjab, and 

the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Body 

Federalism in India 

 The Indian Constitution laid down a political system which is federal in nature—i.e., there 

are two tiers of government: at the national level, and the state level. 

 However, the Indian Constitution has structurally made the Union government more 

powerful than the states—therefore the seeming paradox of “centralized federalism.” 

 Constitutionally, “public order” and “police” are in the State List. 

 But in reality, these provisions do not guarantee the states a real say in the management of 

security issues, because the related “Defense of India” is in the Union List. 

 Besides, under the Emergency Powers vested under Articles 352, 355 and 356, the centre 

can intervene in the affairs of the state. 

Need for a collaborative approach between the Centre and the state in matters of internal and 

external security 
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 Although the above move may appear to contravene the federal spirit, it is a necessary step 

from the perspective of countering terrorism and for internal and external security of India. 

 India is among the countries that are most affected by terrorist violence. 

 The strength and capacity of the state police are extremely inadequate to meet the 

terrorism challenge. 

 According to the Bureau of Police Research and Development, India has only 143 police 

personnel for every 100,000 people. This is well below other countries with much lower 

populations, like Italy (559) and Mexico (491.8). 

 Coordination between the various state police forces for Counter Terrorism operations is 

also a problem. On numerous occasions, an absence of coordination has hampered 

important operations. 

Way forward 

 The Union must take into confidence the states that have international borders in jointly 

ensuring the national security. 

 The recommendations given by the Punchhi Commission in 2010 are important for 

strengthening Indian federalism. 

 Despite all their tussles, the Union government and the states have a mutual need for 

survival. 

Parliament and State Legislatures – structure, functioning, conduct of business, 

powers & privileges and issues arising out of these. 

e-voting in India faces the political, technological and security concerns but it is 

nevertheless the future of voting in elections. Critically Analyse. (10 marks, 150 words) 
Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

The Chief Election Commissioner has proposed to include the ‘remote voting facility’ in the 

upcoming 2024 Lok Sabha elections. This will enable voters to cast votes from remote locations and 

improve voter turnout. 

Body 

Features of the Online Voting system 

 The online voting system will manage the voter’s details and Candidate details. 

 Voters can login and use his/her voting rights. 

 The system can manage the information data very efficiently. 

 The proposed system is more reliable, faster, accurate and easy to handle compared to 

existing manual systems. 
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 It helps to computerize everything and reduces the errors as compared to manual voting 

systems. 

Significance of Remote Voting Facility (RVF) 

 Higher Voter Turnout: The voter turn in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections was 67.11% across 

542 constituencies. The RVF can increase the voter turnout in the upcoming Lok Sabha 

election. 

 Promote Inclusivity:Individuals who are ‘on the move’ like students, patients, migrant 

labourers, essential service providers, etc. will become part of the electoral process. 

 Flexibility:RVF gives more flexibility to voters. An individual can cast his/her vote from 

multiple locations and not solely from one registered polling station. 

 Greater Political Accountability:RVF will give a voice to unheard groups like migrant 

workers. The contesting candidates generally did not concern with them, as they will not 

vote in elections. 

 Strengthens Representative Democracy: RVF will ensure more eligible voters cast their vote. 

Thus, it will help in fulfilling the ambition of the representative democracy. 

 Fulfils Constitutional Mandate: Article 326of the Indian Constitution has given voting rights 

to every individual above 18 years i.e. universal adult suffrage. The spirit of this article calls 

for ensuring universal voter turnout in elections and RVF can help us move closer towards 

this. 

Challenges with e-Voting 

 Cyber Threats: As RVF is based on block-chain, therefore it might be attacked by hackers 

which would distort the final result. 

 Privacy Concern:The process involves saving a user’s biometrics and facial data. Any misuse 

of such by concerned authorities or hackers would undermine the right to privacy. 

 Stakeholder’s Confidence:Nowadays, political parties and candidates are questioning the 

credibility of EVMs. Instilling trust over RVF will be a challenging task. 

 Confidentiality of Voting: As the RVF facility will be availed in front of an authorized officer, 

the secrecy of the voting process might get jeopardized. 

 Former CEC concerns 

o Former CEC S.Y. Quraishi stated that developing an app is child’s play. He 

commented that the ECI had ruled out the option. 

o Even the simplest technology, the Electronic Voting Machine [EVM] that is based on 

the 17th Century calculator, is a matter of legal disputes. 

o The technology is simple, credibility and trust in the technology is the issue. 

o Former CEC asked if EVMs were still being challenged, how an Internet-based 

system of voting could be acceptable. 
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o It is a dicey proposition because elections are conducted with the total trust of 

voters, political parties, candidates and the public at large. 

o One has to see to it that during voting, the voter ID, the environment (that is if there 

is any coercion), and the security of ballots cast till the time of counting are 

maintained. 

o So far, it was not clear how verification of voter identification, maintaining a free 

voting environment and secrecy of ballots would be maintained. 

Way forward 

 The government has to do a wider consultationwith all the concerned stakeholders before 

the rollout of RVF. This includes political parties and civil society groups (like the Association 

for Democratic reforms). 

 In the pilot phase, the Parties and candidates should get timely notifications of RVF.By 

providing real-time information can strengthen trust in the electoral process. 

 Also, The Election Commission should organisethe RVF hackathons in order to build greater 

public confidence. So that the ‘didn’t want to vote’ category people also cast their vote 

with confidence. 

 For ensuring a universal voter turnout, awareness generationshould be done. 

 Further, till the RVF develops, easing and enhancing the process of postal ballotis desired. 

 India used the Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System (ETPBS) in 2019 Lok Sabha 

Elections. The ETPBS helped the armed forces, central paramilitary forces and central 

government officers working in Indian missions abroad to cast their vote. 

Conclusion 

Technology has played a pivotal role in strengthening the electoral process of the world’s largest 

democracy. For example, the introduction of EVMs, VVPAT machines, C- Vigil App, etc. The launch of 

RVF will be a significant step. But the apparent challenges have to be resolved first. This will make 

Remote Voting a safe, secure, trustworthy, and transparent process. 

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

Critically analyse the performance of National Green Tribunal (NGT) in upholding its 

mandate. Do you think the endowment of Suo-motu powers to NGT is a step in right 

direction? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Supreme Court has declared the National Green Tribunal’s (NGT) position as a “unique” forum 
endowed with suo motu powers to take up environmental issues across the country. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the limitations of NGT in upholding its mandate and will the grant of Suo moto 
powers change that. 
Directive word:  
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Critically analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of 
the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ is 
suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a brief introduction on context for introduction of NGT and its mandate 
Body: 
First, mention some of the landmark environmental reforms brought in through NGT. 
Next, list out its shortcomings such as appeals against NGT rulings in High Court and Supreme Court 
leading to long delays through litigation, lack of overall environmental expertise of the members of 
tribunal.  
Next, bring out the positive aspects such as the power of NGT to suo-motu take up causes in order to 
protect the environmental sanctity in the country. Mention the drawbacks of the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to leverage functional capacity of the NGT and do full justice in its 
environmental mandate. 
Introduction 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) was established in 2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act. 

It is a specialized environmental court that deals with cases relating to environmental protection and 

the conservation of forests. It has judicial powers that allow it to exclusively decide civil 

environmental matters. The tribunal is guided by principles of natural justice and is not bound by the 

mainstream code of civil procedure. The Supreme Court has declared the National Green Tribunal’s 

(NGT) position as a “unique” forum endowed with suo motu powers to take up environmental issues 

across the country. 

Body 

Performance of NGT 

 The NGT has been recognized as one of the most progressive Tribunals in the world. 

 This jurisprudential leap has allowed our country to enter a rather exclusive group of nations 

which have set up such institutions with broad powers. 

 In the Almitra H Patel Vs Union of India case, it directed states to implement Solid Waste 

Management Rules and prohibited open burning of waste on lands. 

 Many Projects which were approved in violation of the law such as an Aranmula Airport, 

Kerala; Lower Demwe Hydro Power Project and Nyamnjangu in Arunachal Pradesh; mining 

projects in in Goa; and coal mining projects in Chhattisgarh were either cancelled or fresh 

assessments were directed. 

Limitations of NGT 

 The jurisdiction of NGT is curtailed as Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972and Scheduled Tribes 

and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 is not under 

its ambit. 

 This restricts the jurisdiction area of NGT and at times hampers its functioning as the crucial 

forest rights issue is linked directly to the environment. 
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 The sanctioned strength of 10 each under judicial and expert members are not filled. The 

lack of human and financial resources has led to high pendency of cases – which undermines 

NGT’s very objective of disposal of appeals within 6 months. 

 The option of appeals has nullified the purpose of reducing burden on the higher courts. 

 The justice delivery mechanism is also hindered by a limited number of regional benches. 

Is endowment of Suo-motu powers to NGT a step in the right direction? 

 The Supreme Court recently declared that the National Green Tribunal is vested with suo 

motu powers to take cognizance on the basis of letters, representations and media reports 

 This could allow the NGT to play a more effective role in environmental protection. 

 However, the need for suo moto powers itself reiterates the idea that a judicial body must 

‘swoop in’ to protect constitutional values, if the legislature or the executive is ill equipped 

to perform their functions. 

 The Tribunal would have a direct effect on the functioning of executive bodies, such as the 

Municipal Corporation in the present case. 

 Unlike orders based on petitions, cases taken up suo moto would allow the tribunal itself to 

decide what issues it should consider and to what extent it can infringe on the executive’s 

domain. 

Way forward 

 There is an immediate need to set up new regional benches. Further, these should be based 

in a place that has the highest forest cover or large mineral deposit. 

 Appeal may be provided against the order of the NGT before a larger Bench of the Tribunal 

before the matter reaches to the Supreme Court or High Court. 

 Vacancies in NGT, needs to be filled as soon as possible. 

 There is a need for the central and state governments to work in collaboration with the NGT 

for balancing between environment & economy. 

 NGT should also identify institutions and experts who can help it to scientifically estimate 

environmental damages/compensation/fines on a case-to-case basis. 

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.   

We need to re-examine the aims being pursued by disenfranchising undertrials as 

denying undertrial prisoners their right to vote undermines the very law and policy 

that is meant to give them a fair trial. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Live Law 
Why the question: 
In a recent case, Praveen Kumar Chaudhary v. Election Commission of India, the Delhi High Court 
reaffirmed that prisoners do not have a right to vote. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about the implications of denying under-trial prisoners the right to vote. 
Directive word: 
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon.  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning disqualifications to be voter under article 326 and section 62(5) of the 
Representation of People Act, 1951. 
Body: 
First, write about the implications of denying vote to undertrial prisoners – undertrial prisoners 
remain in jail because of their inability to pay the requisite bail bond, access legal aid, negates their 
civic capacity and revokes their social status etc. 
Next, talk about the aspect such as resource crunch, administrative inconvenience and logistical 
problems in making facilities for undertrials to vote. 
Conclusion: 
Comment on the way forward that is need to adopted in this regard. 
Introduction 

Under Section 62(5) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, individuals in lawful custody of 

the police and those serving a sentence of imprisonment after conviction cannot vote. Under trial 

prisoners are also excluded from participating in elections even if their names are on electoral 

rolls. Only those under preventive detention can cast their vote through postal ballots. 

Body 

Scenario in India 

The ‘Prison Statistics India, 2014’ published by the National Crime Records Bureau, says there were 

2, 82,879 under trials and 1,31,517 convicts lodged across 1,387 prisons in the country as on 

December 31, 2014. 

Rationale behind giving voting rights to under trial Prisoners 

 The voting ban is criticised on the ground that it makes no offence-based or sentence-based 

classification— that is, prisoners are debarred from voting irrespective of the gravity of the 

offence they have committed, or the length of their sentence. It also makes no distinction 

between convicted prisoners, under trials, and those in lawful police custody. 

 Besides, a person is innocent until proven guilty by law. Despite this, it denies an under trial 

the right to vote but allows a detainee the same. 

 The provision also violates the rights to equality, vote (Article 326) and is arbitrary. It is not a 

reasonable restriction. 

 The SC has also observed that a person is in prison because of his or her conduct, and cannot 

claim equal rights as others who are not incarcerated. 

Way forward 

 Under trials should be allowed to vote. This is because there are many people, awaiting trial, 

who have spent more time in prison than the actual term their alleged crime merits. Their 

numbers are much bigger than convicts. 
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 The increasing realisation that progressive criminal justice reforms, including the right to 

vote in the prisons, should be the way forward. 

 It also stems from the fact that voter disenfranchisement has had an ugly history related to 

racism and oppression of the indigenous peoples in countries such as the US and Canada. 

 “Innocent until proven guilty” is a central tenet of the justice system. In this context, 

prisoner voting can prove to be a major component of rehabilitative justice and a step 

towards in the easier integration of these people into the mainstream after serving time. 

Value addition 

Global practice 

 In Europe, Switzerland, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Ireland, the Baltic States, and Spain 

already allow prisoner voting. 

 Countries like Romania, Iceland, the Netherlands, Slovakia, Luxembourg, Cyprus and 

Germany have opted for a middle path: Voting is allowed subject to certain permits and 

conditions such as the quantum of sentence served. 

 They are only disenfranchised as an added penalty based on the gravity of the crime. 

Bulgaria allows for anyone sentenced to less than a decade to vote. In Australia, the limit is 

five years. 

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and 

issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

POSHAN Abhiyaan 2.0 has created an enabling atmosphere to tackle hunger and 

malnutrition. However, its needs to account for the new realities in the covid times to 

make India malnutrition free. Examine. (250 words) 
Reference: Indian Express 

Introduction 

Poshan Abhiyan, which vowed to make India free of malnutrition by 2022, repositioned nutrition as 

central to development and emphasised its multi-factorial and multi-sectoral nature. It was launched 

to strengthen nutritional content, delivery, outreach and outcome, with renewed focus on 

developing practices that nurture health, wellness and immunity to disease and malnutrition in the 

country. 

Recently, the Ministry for Women and Child Development inaugurated Poshan 2.0 and urged all 

Aspirational Districts to establish a Poshan Vatika (nutrition garden) during the Nutrition Month 

(Poshan Mah) from 1st September. 

Body 

Poshan 2.0: Overview 

 Under Poshan 2.0, several related schemes have been merged to tap the synergies. 
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 Malnutrition hotspots are being identified and 112 aspiring districts will receive extra 

attention. 

 Poshan Maah: It includes a month-long activity focussed on antenatal care, optimal 

breastfeeding, Anaemia, growth monitoring, girls education, diet, right age of marriage, 

hygiene and sanitation and eating healthy (Food Fortification). 

o The activities focus on Social and Behavioural Change Communication (SBCC) and 

are based on Jan Andolan Guidelines. 

o Under the current Poshan Maah, the drive to identify children suffering from severe 

acute malnutrition has been intensified and Anganwadi workers have been asked to 

refer those having medical complications to health institutions and NRCs. 

 Poshan Vatika: Its main objective is to ensure supply of nutrition 

through organically home-grown vegetables and fruits simultaneously ensuring that the soil 

must also remain healthy. 

o Plantation drives for Poshan Vatikas would be taken up by all the stakeholders in the 

space available at anganwadis, school premises and gram panchayats. 

Covid and impact on nutrition in India 

 The momentum set by this entire nutrition movement was disturbed once Covid 

lockdowns led to the shutting of schools, Anganwadi centres, Nutritional Rehabilitation 

Centres; 

 Further, frontline workers had to be engaged in Covid-related work that took precedence 

over their daily duties, which entailed identifying, referring and monitoring children suffering 

from severe acute malnutrition and moderate acute malnutrition among other nutrition-

strengthening activities. 

 States tried to cope to the best of their abilities by replacing hot-cooked meals with dry 

ration or cash transfers. 

 But understandably, they couldn’t match the intensity of Poshan Abhiyan with Covid 

surveillance taking over as priority. 

 Moreover, indirect forces triggered by the pandemic such as disruption in food systems, 

dried-up income sources, job losses and consequent financial hardships also mean that 

access to nutrient-rich food might have reduced among economically vulnerable people. 

Streamlining Poshan 2.0 to overcome covid related nutritional challenges 

 Community management protocols: For those facing severe acute malnutrition without 

medical complications, community management protocols should be strengthened, so that 

they do not go on to develop medical complications in times of the pandemic. 

 Adaptation: Fresh waves of Covid cannot be ruled out in the near future, and we must adapt 

our nutrition interventions to the possibility of such repeated shocks. 

 Document Learning: Rising above political differences, it is important to document and learn 

from states like Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan, which have scaled 
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up Community-based Management of Malnutrition practices in recent times, so that best 

practices can be adopted and incorporated. 

 Revamp health awareness and monitoring: Other activities, such as making new mothers 

breastfeed for longer, managing childhood diarrhoea, distributing deworming 

tablets and iron and folic acid diligently while convincing target groups to take these 

diligently will go a long way in improving the nutrition status of children and new mothers. 

 Food fortification to ensure essential micro nutrients reach the body. 

Conclusion 

Covid-related shocks could lead to an additional 9 million children under the age of five suffering 

from wasting, of which two-thirds will be in South Asia, predicted research in Nature in August. So it 

is important to not only renew but multiply our efforts towards Poshan 2.0 with full vigour while 

practising physical distancing, mask wearing and hand hygiene. 

Value Addition 

POSHAN Abhiyaan 

 Also called National Nutrition Mission, was launched by the government on the occasion of 

the International Women’s Day on 8th March, 2018. 

 The Abhiyaan targets to reduce Stunting, undernutrition, Anaemia (among young children, 

women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum 

respectively. 

 It also targets to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 38.4% 

to 25% by 2022. 

Malnutrition in India 

 India, currently has the largest number of undernourished people in the world i.e. around 

195 million. 

 Nearly 47 million or 4 out of 10 children in India do not meet their full human potential 

because of chronic undernutrition or stunting. 

 37.9% of children under 5 years are stunted and 20.8% are wasted, compared to the Asia 

average of 22.7% and 9.4% respectively. 

 Rate of overweight and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a fifth of the adults, at 

21.6% of women and 17.8% of men. 

 Inequities in food and health systems increase inequalities in nutrition outcomes that in turn 

can lead to more inequity, perpetuating a vicious cycle. 

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission is the coming together of technological initiatives to 

enhance high quality healthcare across the nations. Analyse its potential and 

limitations to achieve interoperability within the digital health ecosystem. (250 words) 
Reference: Live Mint 

Introduction 
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The Prime Minister launched the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission. Under this, a unique digital 

health ID will be provided to the people, which will contain all the health records of the person. The 

pilot project of the National Digital Health Mission was announced by the prime minister from the 

ramparts of the Red Fort on August 15, 2020. 

Body 

Features 

 The key components of this scheme, which is also called the National Digital Health Mission 

or the PM Digital Health Mission, are a health identity card for every citizen, a 

healthcare professionals registry, and healthcare facilities registries. 

 It will also help ensure security, confidentiality and privacy of health-related personal 

information. 

 The health ID for every citizen will also work as their health account, to which personal 

health records can be linked and viewed with the help of a mobile application. 

 Healthcare Professionals Registry (HPR) and Healthcare Facilities Registries (HFR) will act as 

a repository of all healthcare providers across both modern and traditional systems of 

medicine. 

 Currently, the project is being implemented in the pilot phase in six Union Territories. 

 The nationwide rollout of the project coincides with National Health Authority (NHA) 

celebrating the third anniversary of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana 

(AB PM-JAY). 

Potential of Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission 

 The mission will enable access and exchange of longitudinal health records of citizens with 

their consent. 

 Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission will play a big role in eliminate problems in medical 

treatment of poor and middle class. 

  The new programme will help create interoperability within the digital health 

ecosystem, similar to the role played by the UPI in revolutionising the payments. 

 It will ensure ease of doing business for doctors and hospitals and healthcare service 

providers. 

 Furthermore, the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission Sandbox, created as a part of the 

mission, will act as a framework for technology and product testing that will help 

organisations, including private players to be a part of the National Digital Health Ecosystem 

to become a health information provider 

 Possible challenges 

 The mission still does not recognize ‘Health’ as a justiciable right. There should be a push 

draft at making health a right, as prescribed in the draft National Health Policy, 2015. 

 One of the biggest concerns is regarding data security and privacy of patients. It must be 

ensured that the health records of the patients remain entirely confidential and secure. 
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 Potential misuse of information by the insurance companies can affect, people’s ability to 

buy insurance. 

  The companies may charge high premium if health details are known or even deny in few 

cases. 

 In addition, the failure of a similar National Health Service (NHS) in the United 

Kingdom must be learnt lessons from and the technical and implementation-related 

deficiencies must be proactively addressed prior to launching the mission on a pan India 

scale. 

Conclusion 

The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission would be playing a huge role in solving the issues faced in 

medical treatment by different classes of Indians, mainly the poor. It can be done by connecting 

people via technology that is connecting the healthcare workers, hospitals to patients etc. This has a 

revolutionary potential like never before for the health sector, but caution must be taken that the 

information is not inadvertently shared. 

Value Addition: Ayushman Bharat 

 Launched as recommended by the National Health Policy 2017, to achieve the vision 

of Universal Health Coverage (UHC). 

 This initiative has been designed on the lines as to meet SDG and its underlining 

commitment, which is “leave no one behind”. 

 Aim: to undertake path breaking interventions to holistically address health (covering 

prevention, promotion and ambulatory care), at primary, secondary and tertiary level. 

 Includes the on-going centrally sponsored schemes – Senior Citizen Health Insurance 

Scheme (SCHIS) and Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY). 

 Ayushman Bharat adopts a continuum of care approach, comprising of two inter-related 

components, which are: 

  

o Health and Wellness Centres (HWCs). 

o Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY). 

Key Features of PM-JAY: 

 The world’s largest health insurance/ assurance scheme fully financed by the government. 

 It provides cover of 5 lakhs per family per year, for secondary and tertiary care 

hospitalization across public and private empanelled hospitals in India. 

 Coverage: Over 10.74 crore poor and vulnerable entitled families (approximately 50 crore 

beneficiaries) are eligible for these benefits. 

 Provides cashless access to health care services for the beneficiary at the point of service. 

 Eligibility: 
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 No restrictions on family size, age or gender. 

 All pre–existing conditions are covered from day one. 

 Covers up to 3 days of pre-hospitalization and 15 days post-hospitalization expenses such as 

diagnostics and medicines. 

 Benefits of the scheme are portable across the country. 

 Services include approximately 1,393 procedures covering all the costs related to treatment, 

including but not limited to drugs, supplies, diagnostic services, physician’s fees, room 

charges, surgeon charges, OT and ICU charges etc. 

 Public hospitals are reimbursed for the healthcare services at par with the private hospitals. 

 

 Amrut 2.0 is a renewed approach towards making the country water secure. 

Elaborate. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , pib.gov.in 
Why the question:  
Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 2.0 was launched by the Prime 
Minister and it aims to create water balance plans for all cities. 
Key Demand of the question:  
To mention the features of AMRUT 2.0 and how it would address the water issues in the country. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Write about aims and objectives of AMRUT 2.0. 
Body: 
Firstly, mention the salient features of AMRUT 2.0 
Next, highlight the various water issues plaguing the nation. 
Next analyse on the important action points in AMRUT 2.0 to address the earlier mentioned issues – 
Recycle and reuse of treated wastewater, fresh water bodies will be protected from getting polluted, 
Aquifer Management system etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that a multi-stakeholder approach is the need of the hour to resolve the 
water crisis in the country. 
Introduction 

AMRUT was launched as the first water focused Mission in 2015, with a total Mission outlay of 

₹1,00,000 crore. The Mission caters to 500 major cities covering 60% of the urban population. 

Now, taking the transformations further, AMRUT2.0 aims to make around 4,700 towns / cities ‘water 

secure’. It will build upon the progress of AMRUT to address water needs, rejuvenate water bodies, 

better manage aquifers, reuse treated wastewater, thereby promoting circular economy of water. 

The total outlay of AMRUT 2.0 is ₹2,97,000 crores, including central share of ₹76,760 crores 

Body 
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AMRUT 2.0: Salient features 

 The Objective of AMRUT 2.0 is to provide 100% coverage of water supply to all 

households in around 4,700 ULBs, by providing 2.68 crore urban household tap connections, 

thereby benefitting around 10.7 crores people. 

 It will provide 100% coverage of sewerage and septage in 500 AMRUT cities, by providing 

2.64 crore sewer connections/ septage connections. 

 Rejuvenation of water bodies and urban aquifer management will be undertaken to 

augment sustainable fresh water supply. 

 Recycle and reuse of treated wastewater is expected to cater to 20% of total water needs of 

the cities and 40% of industrial demand. 

 Under the Mission, fresh water bodies will be protected from getting polluted to make 

natural resources sustainable. 

Water issues plaguing the nation 

 India has 4 % of the world’s freshwater which has to cater to 17 % of the world’s population. 

 As per NITI Aayog report (CWMI) released in June 2019, India is facing the worst-ever water 

crisis in history. 

 Approximately 600 million people or roughly around 45 % of the population in India is facing 

high to severe water stress. 

 As per the report, 21 Indian cities will run out of their main source of water 

i.e. groundwater by 2020. 

 Nearly 40 % of the population will have absolutely no access to drinking water by 2030 and 

6 % of India’s GDP will be lost by 2050 due to the water crisis. 

Addressing above issues through AMRUT 2.0 

 The mission will upscale from 500 cities covered under AMRUT with 1 lakh+ population to 

all 4,372 cities, covering 100% urban India. 

 It will promote circular economy of water through formulation of City Water Balance 

Plan for each city, focusing on recycle/reuse of treated sewage, rejuvenation of water 

bodies and water conservation. 

 Digital economy will be promoted through being a Paperless Mission. 

 Pey Jal Survekshan will be conducted in cities to ascertain equitable distribution of water, 

reuse of wastewater and mapping of water bodies w.r.t. quantity and quality of water 

through a challenge process. 

 Technology Sub-Mission for water will leverage latest global technologies in the field of 

water. 

 The Mission seeks to promote Aatmanirbhar Bharat through encouraging Startups and 

Entrepreneurs. It will lead to promotion of GIG economy and on-boarding of youth & 

women. 
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 Urban Water Information System through NRSC will be developed, leading to Aquifer 

Management system. 

 Information, Education and Communication campaign will spread awareness among masses 

about conservation of water. 

 Target based capacity building program will be conducted for all stakeholders including 

contractors, plumbers, plant operators, students, women and other stakeholders. 

Conclusion 

Decentralised approach, with a key focus on water conservation, source sustainability, storage and 

reuse wherever possible. A participatory approach is needed in water governance. AMRUT 2.0 has a 

reform agenda, with focus on strengthening of urban local bodies and water security of the cities. 

This is the need of the hour. 

Value Addition 

Amrut Phase-I 

 14 crore water tap connections have been provided taking total connections to 4.14 crore in 

AMRUT cities. 

 Credit rating work has been completed in 470 cities. Of which, 164 cities have received 

Investable Grade Rating (IGR), including 36 cities with rating of A- or above. 

 Rs 3,840 crore has been raised through Municipal Bonds by 10 ULBs. The Online Building 

Permission System has been implemented in 2,471 cities including 455 AMRUT cities. 

 This reform has helped improve India’s rank in Ease of Doing Business in construction permits 

to 27 in Doing Business Report (DBR) 2020 of World Bank from 181 in 2018. 

 89 lakh conventional streetlights have been replaced with energy efficient LED lights, leading 

to estimated energy savings of 195 crore units per annum & reduction in CO2 emission by 

15.6 lakh tons per annum. 

Analyse the need for a Non-Personal Data Governance Framework in order to harness 

useful data for public good. (250 words) 

Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question:  
In December 2020, a Committee of Experts (CoE)) appointed by the Indian government to deliberate 
on data governance released its report on Non-Personal Data Governance Framework (NPD 
Framework). 
Key Demand of the question:  
To mention the features and also the lacunae of the NPD Framework. 
Directive word:  
Critically analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of 
the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ is 
suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
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With increased digitalisation, managing the growing complexities arising from the collection, control 
and movement of data across borders has become a prime concern for governments. 
Body: 
First, give an account of various entities defined under the framework such as Non Personal Data, 
Data Custodians, Data Businesses, Data Trustees and Non Personal Data Authority. 
Next, mention the broad features of the framework and then highlight the lacunae in the scheme 
such as the very definition of NPD, failure to address the fine balance between Innovation and 
Competitiveness of the Data Businesses, as the framework suggests to make the meta-data public, 
etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by giving some suggestive measures for a more robust framework based on the committee 
report. 
Introduction 

Non-personal data (NPD) refers to any set of data which does not contain personally identifiable 

information. This means that no individual or living person can be identified by looking at such data. 

For example, while order details collected by a food delivery service will have the name, age, gender, 

and other contact information of an individual, it will become non-personal data if the identifiers 

such as name and contact information are taken out. NPD includes anonymised data like climate 

trends collected by a weather app, or commuter patterns gathered by a cab aggregator. 

Body 

Need for a Non-Personal Data Governance Framework: 

 Unlike personal data, which contains explicit information about a person’s name, age, 

gender, sexual orientation, biometrics and other genetic details, non-personal data is more 

likely to be in an anonymised form. 

 Even when personal data has been anonymised, the possibility of harm to the original data 

principal exists as no anonymisation technique is perfect. 

 Therefore, it is necessary to address privacy concerns arising from possible re-identification 

of anonymised personal data, to ensure no harm is caused due to such processing. 

 For instance, non-personal data which is derived from sensitive personal data (such as 

health, caste or tribe) which bears a risk of re-identification or data which bears risk of 

collective harm to a group. 

 However, in certain categories such as data related to national security or strategic interests 

such as locations of government laboratories or research facilities, even if provided in 

anonymised form can be dangerous. 

 Though any data that cannot identify individuals is understood as NPD, this could cover a 

vast array of information, including companies’ intellectual property (IP) or confidential 

information. 

 Non-personal data has economic value, which should be leveraged for the financial benefit 

of Indian companies. 

 Aggregated data is a collective resource, which should be unlocked for better governance. 

Traffic patterns gathered by cab aggregators, for instance, can help in better traffic 

management. 
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 Besides the economic argument, there have been suggestions that data must be shared for 

good governance and planning. 

 NITI Aayog’s AI strategy also suggested that corporates may be required to share data for 

social good. 

Way forward 

 The Gopalakrishnan committee for NPD was formed by India’s ministry of electronics and 

information technology (MeitY) in September 2020. The ministry’s circular highlighted both 

the economic and social aspects of the arguments. 

 India needs an overarching policy framework for data governance rather than being 

blindsided by discrete uni-dimensional instrumentalities based on simple binaries that may 

lead to cracks and overlaps. 

 Regulation must be clear, and concise to provide certainty to its market participants, and 

must demarcate roles and responsibilities of participants in the regulatory framework. 

 In May 2019, the European Union came out with a regulation framework for the free flow of 

non-personal data in the European Union, in which it suggested that member states of the 

union would cooperate with each other when it came to data sharing. 

 Such data, the EU had then ruled would be shared by member states without any 

hindrances, and that they must inform the “commission any draft act which introduces a 

new data localisation requirement or makes changes to an existing data localisation 

requirement”. 

 The governance of NPD presents complex, new considerations that are distinct from the 

concerns relevant to personal data regulation. Given this complexity, the Government 

should consider holding a wide public consultation that will help bring different perspectives 

to the table. 

Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission reiterates the need 

for a smart Healthcare infrastructure for a robust healthcare system. Discuss the 

lacunae in the present healthcare system and how technology can be augmented to 

create a robust system (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu , Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Prime Minister launched the Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission for strengthening 
healthcare infrastructure. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To understand the gaps in the present healthcare system and role of digital technology in 
strengthening the same. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
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Begin by mentioning some of the features of Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure 
Mission. 
Body: 
First, mention the gaps in the present healthcare system such as lack of well-equipped primary as 
well as critical care units both in urban and rural areas, manpower issues, lack of diagnostic 
laboratories, large population, high out of pocket expenditure etc. 
Next, bring out the role of digital technology to address the above issues such as teleconsultation, 
digital health records, digital training of frontline workers etc 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that health system forms the backbone of any nation and given the population 
and challenges of healthcare systems in India, it is essential to augment the best of digital 
technology. 
Introduction 

The Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission touted as “India’s largest scheme to scale-up 

health infrastructure” was launched by Prime Minister recently. It is aimed at ensuring a robust 

public health infrastructure in both urban and rural areas, capable of responding to public health 

emergencies or disease outbreak. 

Body 

Lacunae in present healthcare system 

 A study (‘State of Democracy in South Asia (SDSA)–Round 3’) by Lokniti-CSDSin 2019 

highlighted how access to public health care remained elusive to those living on the margins. 

 The study found that 70 per cent of the locations have public healthcare services. However, 

availability was less in rural areas (65 per cent) compared to urban areas (87 per cent). 

 Given the country’s crumbling public healthcare infrastructure, most patients are forced to 

go to private clinics and hospitals. 

 Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted for by the private sector. 

 According to the latest National Health Accounts (NHA) estimatesreleased in March 2021, 

patients bear a big chunk of health expenses, as high as 61 per cent of the total health 

expenditure, by themselves. 

 Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, and, hence, pay from their own 

pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into poverty due to health 

expenditure, annually. 

 There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile connectivity in 

rural areas. g.: Doctor: Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban India (population 

of 30%). 

 India’s expenditure on the healthsector has risen meagrely from 1.2 per cent of the GDP in 

2013-14 to4 per cent in 2017-18. The National Health Policy 2017 had aimed for this to 

be 5% of GDP. 

 India has one of the lowest per capita healthcare expenditures in the world. Government 

contribution to insurance stands at roughly 32 percent, as opposed to 83.5 percent in the 

UK. 
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Technology can augment to build a robust healthcare system 

 Digital health technology is increasingly popular around the world, perhaps unsurprisingly, 

as around two-thirds of the world’s population owns a smartphone. But as the 

technologies grow in adoption, experts warn that it must be done thoughtfully, looking at 

the challenges of each region. 

 Digital health has the potential to help address problems such as distance and access, but 

still shares many of the underlying challenges faced by health system interventions in 

general, including poor management, insufficient training, infrastructural limitations, and 

poor access to equipment and supplies. 

 Electronic Health Record (EHR) and the ability to exchange health information electronically 

can help the providers to extend higher quality and safer care for patients 

 Diagnostic accuracy, reduced waiting times, better referral management and greater 

satisfaction with services. 

 SMS-based services, live telemedicine, and interactive voice response service (IVRS). 

 Help formation of technological solutions. Ex. Health Apps for vaccination reminders etc. 

 Digitisation will ensure that health history and status of all patients would always be 

available to all health institutions. Hence avoid repeated medical tests & reduce paperwork. 

 With growing incidence of drug resistance, access to patient’s information can be vital 

Conclusion 

For India to grow, healthcare as an engine of the economy needs to flourish. Given its technology 

talent pool, India has a lot to offer in the domain of health care technology and preventive health 

and predictive analytics. India needs to rapidly adapt, embrace and drive change if it wishes to stay 

relevant in the global healthcare order. We need to achieve a balance between technology and 

innovation and continue to deliver world-class care, while finding efficient ways to lower the cost of 

care. 

Value addition 

PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission 

 In a bid to increase accessibility, the Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, an 

addition to the National Health Mission, will provide support to 17,788 rural Health and 

Wellness Centres in 10 ‘high focus’ states and establish 11,024 urban Health and Wellness 

Centres across the country. 

 The mission’s objective is to “fill critical gaps in public health infrastructure, especially in 

critical care facilities and primary care in both the urban and rural areas.” 

 It will ensure access to critical care services in all districts of the country with over five lakh 

population through ‘Exclusive Critical Care Hospital Blocks’. 

 The remaining districts will be covered through referral services. 

 Integrated public health labs will also be set up in all districts, giving people access to “a full 

range of diagnostic services” through a network of laboratories across the country. 
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 The Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission also aims to establish an IT-enabled 

disease surveillance system through a network of surveillance laboratories at block, district, 

regional and national levels.  

A national water policy for the twenty-first century has to recognise water as a 

national resource and enable the management of water in a decentralised way in 

partnership between local communities and the concerned state governments. 

Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The Ministry of Jal Shakti had set up a committee to draft the new National Water Policy (NWP). This 
was the first time that the government asked a committee of independent experts to draft the policy. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To understand the role of centre, state and local bodies in the National Water Policy. 
Directive word: 
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving some facts regarding the issues surrounding water management in India. 
Body: 
Mention by stating the need for a sound National Water Policy to minimise the negative impacts of 
the overuse and misuse of water and to ensure that our precious water resources are used optimally. 
Next, highlight the role of water in removing poverty, promoting overall economic and social 
development of the country. Bring out the need for a robust co-ordination setup between the local 
governments and the states primarily to manage local water needs and issues and the centre to take 
the role of a facilitator. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting the importance of decentralised approach to water management. 
Introduction 

India is the country with 18% of global population, 15% of the global livestock and yet, it has only 

2.4% of the world area and 4% of the world’s freshwater reserves. Therefore, conservation of water 

and its judicious use is critical for maintaining the sustainability of water for future generations. 

Body 

Need for Water Policy 

 Drought: According to media reports, 42% of the total areaof the country is drought-prone. 

This is complicated by the agricultural-dependent economy of India. The occurrence of 

drought in a region leads to a fall in agricultural output, thereby decreasing the rural 

demand. Considering that almost two-thirds of India resides in rural areas, this decrease in 

demand has the potential to disrupt the economic indicators of the country. 

 Desertification: Heavy use of chemicalsunder the garb of pesticides, weedicides and 

fertilizers has led to degradation in the quality of soil as well as an increase in desertification 

in India. Approx. 30% of the total area in India is undergoing desertification and is water-

stressed. This needs urgent attention from the government of India, as India is already 
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stressed by the increasing population (18% of the global population) in a limited area (2.4% 

of the global area). 

 Inequitable Access to Water:The wide availability of water purification systems in India is a 

double-edged sword. Though it has decreased the prevalence of water-borne diseases in the 

country, yet it has increased inequality, as a significant proportion of the population does 

not have the necessary income to buy such stand-alone systems, thereby exacerbating 

water inequality in the country. 

 Dependence of Food Security on Monsoon:Despite impressive strides in irrigation coverage 

under multiple schemes like the PM Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, almost 51% of the total 

agricultural area in India is still rainfed. This does not bode well for a country, where the 

primary source of irrigation is the monsoon. Therefore, any monsoon-deficit year leads to a 

decrease in food grain production, compromising the food security in the country. 

 Anthropometric failure:Unavailability of water creates a stress scenario for a country like 

India which has seen a significant proportion of its population fall below the poverty levels 

due to the appearance of the COVID-19 pandemic. Lesser water supply leads to a decrease 

in the agricultural output and supply of food grains in the market. This leads to a rise in 

prices and affects the growth prospects of the country, affecting the poor disproportionately 

as food expenditure comprises a major drain on their already meagre resources. 

 Unsustainable usage:India is the largest user of groundwater in the world. This has 

contributed a lot to the green revolution, making India self-dependent in food production. 

However, in the long term, unsustainable groundwater usage can be a potential crisis. It can 

contribute to lowering of water table and unavailability of water for household and 

agricultural usage. 

 Urban Drought:It refers to the decrease in the availability of water in urban areas because of 

high demand, on the one hand, and increase in the pollution of water bodies, on the other 

hand. Urban drought may exacerbate the existing water stress due to the following reasons: 

o Expensive: A supply system from faraway places requires huge initial capital 

investment. At the same time, the maintenanceof such a supply needs investment 

in human resources as well as logistical costs for covering the whole extent of the 

supply system. 

o Inequitable: Apart from that, the long-distance supply system tries to cover up a 

deficit in a region by transferring water from a surplus region. In the long run, this 

may induce a deficitin the surplus region also, exacerbating the differences and 

leading to political costs. 

 Water Pollution:The use of various chemical inputs including fertilizers and pesticides has 

exacerbated the water crisis in India. The chemical-laden water enters the ecosystem in the 

form of run-off and seepage and leads to eutrophication in the water bodies and 

contamination in the groundwater. 

 Climate Change:Global warming has increased the concerns of water stress by 

inducing irregularity in the geographical phenomenon like El-Nino and La-Nina, as well as 

accelerating the meltdown of glaciers, leading to concerns about the future shortage of flow 

of water in the perennial Himalayan rivers. 
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Way Forward 

 Hydrological boundaries, rather than administrative or political boundaries, should be part 

of the water governance structure in the country. 

 Building consensusamong the States within the Constitutional framework is a pre-condition 

for making the changes. 

 Water conservation, along with water harvestingand judicious and multiple use of water, 

are key to tackling the water challenges that India faces. 

 Rejuvenation and revitalisation of traditional water bodiesand resources through the age-

old conservation methods. 

 Need for disseminating modern water technologiesin an extensive fashion. 

 Relook basin and sub-basinplanning 

 Water policy should take in all recommendations and warning given by NITI Aayog 

 Batting for policy changes for giving incentive to crops using less water. 

 Participatory groundwater managementshould be promoted in a big way to maintain 

quality and sustainability. 

 Getting states on board will be a very important element. 

o In earlier water policies as well state water policies were fused into it. 

o Entire federal structure will be tested with the issue of water. 

o Process has to be dialogue driven, taking into sensitivity of the states as well and 

should not be imposed upon. 

Conclusion 

Sustainability and resilience should be the key words in the management of problems like water 

shortage or excessive water availability. 

Value addition 

Status of Water Stress in India 

Ground Water: India has the dubious distinction of being the world’s largest user of groundwater by 

far, even as the water table has been falling by an average of 0.4 m nationally. 

Reports from Bihar suggest that the water table there has fallen by several feet of late. Well, over 

half of the districts in the state are facing or expected to be facing severe groundwater over-

exploitation. 

Surface Water: One recent report mentions that over 70% of surface irrigation water is being simply 

wasted, nationally. Given suboptimal command area development and distribution of water in ill-

maintained (and uncovered) canals, leads to the suboptimal utilization of water infrastructure and 

often results in heavy soil erosion and siltation. 

Monsoon: A recent report by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) shows a ‘significant’ drop in 

rainfall in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal over the past three decades, and rising variability in 
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the monsoons nationwide. Also, the hydrological conditions vary widely across regions. While some 

are drought-prone, others witness recurring floods. 

  

Insufficient budget allocation is choking MGNREGA which is very vital enhance the 

livelihood security of the rural Indians. Critically Analyse. (250 words) 

Reference: The Hindu 

Introduction 

The year 2020 saw an unprecedented return of migrant workers to rural India during the lockdown. 

This has increased the pressure on the already stressed rural employment scheme MGNREGS. 

However, 2020-21 budget allocation for MGNREGS is inadequate to meet the demand, as it is much 

lower than the revised estimates of FY21. 

Body 

 

According to a recent study by the State Bank of India (SBI), the demand for work under 

the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 2005 has increased. 

Importance of MGNREGA 

 MGNREGA is vital for addressing India’s current problems. 

 It boosts rural demand and ensure economic development of the rural population 

 It seeks to bridge the gap between the rich and the poor. 

 This Act aims to improve the purchasing power of the rural population by providing them 

primarily the semi-skilled or unskilled work, especially to those living below the poverty line. 

 This can help solve rural poverty, farmer suicides, unemployment crisis in rural areas etc. 

 Furthermore, it is a scheme that has the potential to undertake progressive measures like 

infrastructure development in rural India, improving agricultural productivity through labour-

intensive, supportive projects related to water conservation, drought relief measures, flood 

control etc. 
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 This Act is also highly significant because it allows for grass-root level development as it is 

implemented mainly by the Gram Panchayats. It does not allow the involvement of 

contractors so that the workers under this scheme are not exploited. 

 It also stands out in its worker-centric legislation with a high emphasis 

on transparency and accountability. 

 If the government supports this Act, then it can become the solution to the present-day 

problems like water scarcity, climate change etc. 

 It is demand-driven wage employment scheme that provides additional 50 days of unskilled 

wage employment during drought/natural calamities. 

 Section 3(4) of the Act allows states/Centre to provide additional days beyond the guaranteed 

period from their own funds. 

Challenges to MGNREGA 

 Low Wage Rate: These have resulted in a lack of interest among workers making way for 

contractors and middlemen to take control. Currently, MGNREGA wage rates of 17 states are 

less than the corresponding state minimum wages. 

 Insufficient Budget Allocation: The funds have dried up in many States due to lack of 

sanctions from the Central government which hampers the work in peak season. 

 Payment Delays: Despite Supreme Court orders, various other initiatives and various 

government orders, no provisions have yet been worked out for calculation of full wage delays 

and payment of compensation for the same. 

 Corruption and Irregularities: Funds that reach the beneficiaries are very little compared to the 

actual funds allocated for the welfare schemes. 

 Discrimination: Frequent cases of discrimination against the women and people from the 

backwards groups are reported from several regions of the country and a vast number goes 

unreported. 

 Non-payment of Unemployment Allowance: There is a huge pendency in the number of 

unemployment allowances being shown in the Management Information System (MIS). 

 Lack of Awareness: People, especially women, are not fully aware of this scheme and its 

provisions leading to uninformed choices or inability to get the benefits of the scheme. 

 Poor Infrastructure Building: Improper surveillance and lack of timely resources result in the 

poor quality assets. 

 Non Purposive Spending: MGNREGA has increased the earning capacity of the rural people but 

the spending pattern of the workers assumes significance because there is hardly any saving out 

of the wages earned. 

 Workers penalised for administrative lapses: The ministry withholds wage payments for 

workers of states that do not meet administrative requirements within the stipulated time 

period.  
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 Too much centralisation weakening local governance: A real-time MIS-based implementation 

and a centralised payment system has further left the  representatives of the Panchayati Raj 

Institutions with literally no role in implementation, monitoring and grievance redress of 

MGNREGA schemes.  

Way forward 

 It is evident that the jobs under MGNREGS can only be revived through: 

 Adequate allocation of Budget funds 

 Timely payment for workers 

 Complete decentralisation of the implementation 

 Improving entitlements (wages, compensations and worksite facilities) 

 Allocation for a year should include pending liabilities of previous years. 

 It should also respect the idea of the decentralised planning processes through Gram Sabhas 

across the country and allow adequate fund allotment as per labour budgets provided by 

each Gram Panchayats. 

 The government should come up with only one delay-payment report that accounts for the 

entire time taken and delays during the closure of muster roll and wages credited to 

workers’ accounts. 

 Also, the MGNREGA payment procedures should be simplified to ensure transparency and 

accountability. 

 Better coordination must be ensured among various government departments involved. 

 Better mechanism must be provided to allot and measure work. 

 Gender gap in wages under this scheme must be addressed. In this scheme, women earn 

22.24% less than their male counterparts.. 

 MGNREGA has been implemented for more than a decade now. It is necessary 

to understand its performance through output indicators like the number of workers, person 

days of work generated, quantum of assets completed etc. 

 The data collected can be used to compare inter-state and inter-district differences in 

performance. 

 In addition, MGNREGA must encompass provision for safe working conditions for the 

beneficiaries, like temperature checks, masks, hand washing facilities, proper hydration etc. 

Conclusion 

MGNREGA is playing a critical role in providing economic security for the rural population amid the 

COVID-19 crisis. Therefore, the government must take steps to ensure that it is made use of to its 

fullest extent to address the current economic problems and bringing the economy back on track. 
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Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, 

various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other 

stakeholders. 

A vibrant civil society contributes to strengthening of government accountability and 

rule of law. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Times of India 
Why the question: 
Continuing its drive against potholes, NGO Janmanch has lodged over 200 complaints with various 
helplines launched by traffic police. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the role of civil society in holding the government accountable and upholding rule of 
law. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning how civil society is considered as the 5ht Pillar of democracy. 
Body: 
First, write about how NGOs and humanitarian aid organizations make it their business to demand 
accountability from governments, employers, and community members. 
Next, mention few successful incidents of civil society participation in bringing about accountability 
and uphold rule of law. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that good governance can be achieved through the active participation of all the 
stakeholders and the civil society being the lynchpin in this. 
Introduction 

Civil Society Organizations can be defined to include all non-market and non-state organizations 

outside of the family in which people organize themselves to pursue shared interests in the public 

domain”. 

Examples include community-based organizations and village associations, environmental groups, 

women’s rights groups, farmers’ associations, faith-based organizations, labour unions, co-

operatives, professional associations, chambers of commerce, independent research institutes and 

the not-for-profit media. 

Body 

Need for an active civil society: 

 Citizens have the right to scrutinise the work of their representatives. 

 To publicise acts such as infringement of civil liberties and failure of governments to provide 

a reasonable standard of life for the citizens. 

 Article 19 of the constitution provides for the democratic right to protest as part of the 

freedom of expression. 

 The right to participate in an activity should not be restricted to politics and elections alone. 
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 Without this right, democracy becomes an illusion. 

 So civil society cannot be conceptualised independent of the state. 

Civil society’s functional contribution to good governance 

 Watchdog: against violation of human rights and governing deficiencies. 

 Advocate: of the weaker sections’ point of view. 

 Agitator: on behalf of aggrieved citizens. 

 Educator: of citizens on their rights, entitlements and responsibilities and the government 

about the pulse of the people. 

 Service provider: to areas and people not reached by official efforts or as government’s 

agent. 

 Mobilizer: of public opinion for or against a programme or policy. 

 The ways include: Right to Information Act, Consumer Protection Act, Citizens Charters, 

Whistle-blower protection, e-governance, Democratic Decentralisation, Public Interest 

Litigation, etc 

Role of Civil Society: 

 In a large developing country like India, there are numerous gaps left by the government in 

the development process. These are the gaps that civil societies try to fill in modern India. 

 Supplementing the government effort to provide health care to citizens, and by raising 

awareness in society about issues like child and maternal malnutrition 

 A number of NGO’s like Childline India Foundation, World Vision, Arambh India have played 

important role in raising awareness on child sexual abuse. 

 In the last 20 years, a very large number of NGOs in India have been active in the area of 

environmental protection. 

 The NGOs have often been helped by the judiciary whenever the government of the day has 

proved unresponsive. 

 The engagement of civil society and the media in educating citizens about the evils of 

corruption, raising their awareness levels and securing their participation by giving them a 

‘voice’. 

 Civil society can influence policy and project formulation through membership of 

committees and submission of memoranda. 

Conclusion 

Pressure groups, NGOs and CSOs form the backbone of democracy. The state must respect the 

articulation of the politics of voice and not just the politics of the vote. The promises of democracy 

can only be realised through collective action in civil society. A democratic state needs a democratic 

civil society and a democratic civil society also needs a democratic state. They mutually reinforce 

each other. 
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

 When we build back from the devastating impact of the pandemic, resilient health 

systems must be the bedrock of emergency preparedness and health infrastructure. 

Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Covid-19 has cued an opportunity to institute equitable, resilient and sustainable health provisions in 
the country. 
Key Demand of the question:  
To give an account on important features that a resilient health system must constitute. 
Directive word: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by mentioning the devastating impact of the pandemic on the healthcare system on India. 
Body: 
First, begin by describing various lacunas in present healthcare system in India. 
Next, stress on the need of a robust Primary Healthcare system and mention about need for an 
inclusive approach towards beneficiaries of the healthcare system. 
Next, write about the ways to ensure it – mention on need for increased public funding and the need 
for a greater healthcare workforce catering to the population demand of the nation. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by mentioning that there is a pressing need to focus on healthcare system in order to build 
back better and achieve SDG-3. 
Introduction 

The world is at a crossroads. Almost two years since Sars-CoV-2 was detected, some countries 

globally are returning to normal, including India. Many more countries, including several in the 

World Health Organization’s South-East Asia Region, continue to respond to the pandemic 

aggressively, battling new and more transmissible variants. 

The devastating effect of covid-19, especially during second wave, is a grim reminder of the poor 

health infrastructure in the country. 

Body 

Various lacunas present in healthcare system of India 

 Doctor shortage: There is a massive shortage of medical staff, infrastructure and last mile 

connectivity in rural areas. g.: Doctor : Population 1:1800 and 78% doctors cater to urban 

India (population of 30%). 

o Data from the National Health Profile-2019, the total number of hospital beds in the 

country was 7,13,986 which translates to 0.55 beds per 1000 population. 

 Out of pocket expenditure high: Even the poor are forced to opt for private healthcare, and, 

hence, pay from their own pockets. As a result, an estimated 63 million people fall into 

poverty due to health expenditure, annually. 

 Absence of primary care: In the northern States there are hardly any sub-centres and 

primary health centres are practically non-existent. First mile connectivity to a primary 

healthcare centre is broken. For e.g., in Uttar Pradesh there is one PHC for every 28 

villages. 

 Dependency on import: Compounding the problem of poor health infrastructure and low 

spending, especially in the current COVID-19 environment that has caused 

significant disruptions to the global supply chains, is India’s dependence on medical devices 

imports. 

 As per IMA data, India’s medical devices imports were around Rs 39,000 crore in FY2019, 

having seen a growth of 24 per cent from the previous year. 

 Oxygen cylinders shortage: In October 2020, the government placed an order for 162 

oxygen production units of which 33 were operational during April-May 2021. During second 

wave, there was a shortage of cylinders and containers to transport it. 

 Vaccine shortage: The vaccine roll-out had raised hopes. However, 3 months into the 

vaccination drive it became clear that India lacked the capacity to produce adequate vaccine 

to ensure coverage to 60% of its population. India saw one of the most devastating second 

wave of covid. 

 Drug shortage and black marketing of remdesivir and tocilizumab, which are recommended 

drugs in mild to severe cases of covid-19 were common cries for help. 
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 Lack of ventilators: In large cities such as Mumbai, Delhi, Bangalore, people struggled to get 

ICU beds with ventilators. There was chaos in allocation of beds and the most vulnerable 

patients were unable to get treated which goes against the Right to Live under Article 21. 

 Rural medical practitioners (RMPs), who provide 80% of outpatient care, have no formal 

qualifications for it. People fall prey for quacks, often leading to grave disabilities and loss of 

life. 

Measures needed to build a robust healthcare system 

 Prioritize primary health care: The current approach requires re-emphasizing the missing 

priority on PHCs and CHCs for developing comprehensive primary care. 

o Achieving comprehensive primary care requires a paradigm shift from disease-

control vertical programmes to community-led, people-oriented primary care. 

 Low cost healthcare: It is relevant to develop low-cost primary care service delivery 

models involving nurses and allied health professionals which can lower the burden on the 

public health system marked by the stress of a low doctor-strength. 

 Task force and collaboration : The triple helix model of innovation,e., bringing together the 

government, academia and industry, now more than ever. To this end, the Government of 

India has established a ‘COVID-19 Taskforce’ with the objective of mapping together various 

technological advancements related to COVID-19 in public R&D labs, academia, start-ups, 

and industries. 

o The task force has already identified over 500 entities in the fields of 

medicines, ventilators, protective gear, among others. 

o India has seen the benefits of such collaborations in the past – in 2014, the Rotavac 

vaccine was developed under the leadership of Dr M K Bhan, as part of an 

international consortium that included India’s Department of Biotechnology and 

other partners from academia and industry. 

 India lacks the required number of public health professionals. The shortage is severe in 

many parts of the country, especially poorer states like Odisha, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh 

and Rajasthan. 

o The focus should be to train a pool of social workers, psychiatrists, counsellors with 

public health orientation who could then transform the primary healthcare delivery 

system in the country. 

o Ayush doctors can prescribe Allopathy medicines after a bridge course. 

 Along with Ayushmaan Bharat (PMJAY), focus must be laid on strengthening the primary 

health centres with basic diagnostics and services, with district hospitals equipped with 

multi-specialty capabilities and services to people. Especially for the poor who cannot afford 

quality health care in private hospitals. 

 Better integration of health emergency and disaster risk management strategies, as well as 

public health emergency preparedness and response capacities, with PHC services. 
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 Leveraging the potential of traditional systems of medicine, as well as key innovations in 

digital and disruptive health technology. 

Conclusion 

Especially in times of Pandemics like Covid-19, the significance and loopholes of Indian public health 

sector are led bare. It gives an opportunity to reform and rehaul the healthcare sector to be better 

equipped for future emergencies. It calls for a people-centred, decentralized public health system 

that socializes the cost of healthcare. 

This is a once-in-a-century opportunity to strengthen and transform health systems, accelerating a 

health and economic recovery that is more equitable, resilient and sustainable for all. 

The Covid Pandemic has reiterated the need for “Right to Health” in India. Critically 

examine its feasibility in India. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Kailash Satyarthi, who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 called on the Parliament of India to take 
immediate measures to make necessary amendments to the Constitution to declare health care a 
Fundamental Right. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To mention the steps needed to implement Health as a Right in India and to mention its impact 
Directive word: 
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a brief about health care in India. 
Body: 
First, mention the need for Right to Health that would promote the health of various weaker sections 
of the society and also boost economic development. Further link the benefits of better healthcare 
systems to that of various existing schemes like Ayushman Bharath. 
Next, bring out the impediments to declare health care a Fundamental Right. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting that Right to Health is only a detailed interpretation of Right to life that is 
already a constitutional right.   
Introduction 

Amidst the pandemic, the frantic cries for oxygen, hospital beds, medicine and even a place to 

cremate their own, laid bare our failure to extend dignity in both life and death. This was 

compounded with the loss of income, debt, food insecurity, and illiteracy. That is the situation of 

lakhs of families in India today. The most profound loss is of people’s faith in the ability of the 

country’s healthcare system to protect them. It is the primary responsibility of government to 

reinstate this faith. 

Body 

Making Health as fundamental right will be of immense help 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-next-step-is-a-constitutional-right-to-health/article36953088.ece?homepage=true
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-health-sector/healthcare-scenario-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-health-sector/health-as-a-fundamental-right/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 49 

 If health is a fundamental right, it will give a spine to the entire health ecosystem, empower 

doctors and healthcare workers, and ensure transparency, inclusivity, and accountability. 

 Moreover, it will pave the way for special legislation, capable institutions, increased 

budgets, medical training and research, wellness and prevention, and outreach of services. 

 It instils immense confidence and positivity amongst the citizens. 

 In a country where 63 million people slip back into povertydue to catastrophic healthcare 

costs, it is hard not to see the logic of legally mandating health as a right, and 

thereby empowering the citizen to hold the state accountable for it. 

 By declaring health as a fundamental right, the government would be compelled to think 

seriously about the pollution aspect or the environmental impactwhen, say, granting 

permissions for new industries or framing development policies. 

Challenges in making health a fundamental right 

 India has never spent more than 2% of its GDP on healthcare. 

 And healthcare facilities across the country straddle different levels of efficiency and 

sufficiency. 

 The impact of COVID-19 has shaken even States like Kerala and Tamil Nadu that traditionally 

did well in the area of healthcare. 

 A 2019 NITI Aayog report highlighted that states in India had unequal public health systems. 

 This imbalance was primarily due to restricted technical expertise and fiscal constraints. 

 While fiscal dependence of states on the centre continues to be a major challenge, if the 

subject of health was moved to the Concurrent List, it would lead to excessive bureaucracy, 

red tape and institutional constraints. 

Conclusion 

It is time India declared the right to health a fundamental right. Strong health laws will help build 

societal resilience to future pandemics and public health emergencies. Emergency responses can’t 

come at the cost of neglect of human rights obligations. It is critical then that the right to health be 

implemented, using the principles of transparency, proportionality and solidarity. The COVID19 

experience has also demonstrated the importance of a decentralized/polycentric response – India’s 

co-operative federalism, therefore, must be strengthened. 

Value addition 

Need for making healthcare a fundamental right 

 The right to equalityguaranteed under Article 15 upholds non-discrimination on the basis 

religion, race, caste, gender, place of birth, etc. 

 However, the dismal investment in public healthfor decades has made healthcare a 

privilege available to a few. 
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 The constitutional right to health is critical to breaking discriminatory structuresthat will 

otherwise continue to perpetuate inequality in all spheres of life, including education, 

opportunity, wealth, and social mobility. 

 The judicial interpretation of the right to life and liberty under Article 21in several 

judgments as inclusive of health was crucial, but has its limitations. 

 The universal access to healthcare is now as achievable as it is indispensable. The rights of 

people are not stagnant, and must evolve as the country evolves. 

 Ayushman Bharatis an ambitious scheme with great potential, but there is a difference 

between a rights and a service-delivery model of development. 

 India has never spent more than 2% of its GDP on healthcare. And healthcare facilities 

across the country straddle different levels of efficiency and sufficiency. 

 The impact of COVID-19 has shaken even States like Kerala and Tamil Nadu that traditionally 

did well in the area of healthcare. 

 There are other dimensions to making health a fundamental right. For example, Delhi is the 

world’s most polluted city. In winter especially, you can barely venture out in the morning 

smog without catching an infection. 

While India reaches the great landmark of 100 crore vaccine doses, we still have a 

long way to go in order to cover our entire population. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express , The Hindu 
Why the question: 
India reached 100 crore Covid-19 doses, which is the fastest rate of vaccination, not just in India, but 
possibly anywhere in the world. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by stating that India achieved a landmark 59.29 lakh daily doses on an average which is a 
commendable step in the public health space. 
Body: 
Mention the need to cover second doses of much of our population and also to cover other age 
bracket population such as under 18 and kids. Also, mention the need to maintain the momentum of 
present vaccination drives. Further highlight the role of states in giving impetus to vaccination drives 
and also mention about the potential of increased export of vaccines by domestic companies once 
the local vaccinations are fully covered. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that given the research statistics of a higher prevention mortality rate of fully 
vaccinated population, India must continue the positive trajectory of its vaccination targets. 
Introduction 

India has completed vaccination of 100 crore doses on October 21, 2021, in just about nine months 

since starting vaccination. This has been a tremendous journey in dealing with COVID-19, especially 

when we recall how things stood in early 2020. 
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This is the fastest rate of vaccination, not just in India, but possibly anywhere in the world. China 

has administered almost twice the number of doses to its citizens but it had also started out much 

earlier than anyone else. 

Body 

 

Need to achieve higher targets and milestones 

 If the task is to vaccinate the entire adult population of about 94 crore, India has just 

about crossed the halfway mark in terms of total doses. 

 Eventually, the entire population would need to be vaccinated. Vaccines for people 

under the age of 18 years are just being approved. 

 If the entire population of about 135 crore is taken into account, then an even smaller 

fraction of the job has been completed. 

 India also has to remain open to the possibility of providing booster doses from sometime 

next year. Eg: Most frontline workers received their vaccine in January and February. They 

will at the worst risk due to waning of immunity. 

 As of now, India looks all set to vaccinate about 70-80% of its adult population by the end of 

this year. The discussion on booster doses in India, the frequency, timing etc  is still to begin, 

but it is likely that the cycle of vaccinating everyone would repeat next year. 

 Government must ensure that people in public spaces continue to wear masks and maintain 

physical distancing. 

Measures to be taken by the government 
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 India’s vaccine drive is an example of what India can achieve if the citizens and the 

Government come together with a common goal in the spirit of Jan Bhagidari. This 

cooperation and coordination must continue to exist and state governments can ensure that 

people get vaccinated at the earliest. 

 Equitable distribution of vaccinations must continue and all adult population group should 

get their second dose through tracking. 

 Government must approve trials of vaccination in children like in the USA and start with 12+ 

age population to get vaccine coverage. This will resume the disrupted education in India, in 

a safe manner. 

 All Ministries of the Government came together to facilitate the vaccine makers and remove 

any bottlenecks as a result of our ‘whole of Government’ approach. 

 In a country of the scale of India, it is not enough to just produce. Focus has to be on last 

mile delivery and seamless logistics. 

Conclusion 

Vaccinations have enabled a situation where people can return to their normal lives, and usual 

economic activity can resume. But lack of Covid-appropriate behaviour can very quickly nullify these 

gains. Several countries, with high vaccination coverage, have already experienced the slide back 

into a situation of lockdowns and travel restrictions, with China being the latest example. India’s 

success in its vaccination drive has also demonstrated to the whole world that ‘democracy can 

deliver’ 

The COVID-19 pandemic has again stressed on the importance of the role of parents 

in supporting the early learning of young children which is well captured in National 

Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE) Curriculum framework. Discuss the need and 

benefits of the same. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
In a recent study by the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, 45% of the 650+ households surveyed in urban 
Maharashtra reported that they prioritise their older child’s education over ECE. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about importance of ECCE in the overall development of Children. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning that the three years of ECCE and early primary grades (Classes 1 and 2) are 
proposed as a continuum of learning and referred to as the foundational stage of school. 
Body: 
First, mention that ECCE should be based on the Child’s development context and varies with their 
background and therefore ECCE only gives a framework rather than a detailed step-by-step 
procedure. 
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Next, bring out the various benefits such as development of cognitive, motor skills and learning 
abilities of children exposed to early learning promoting school retentions in the later years of their 
lives. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that the present Anganwadi schools in rural areas and pre schools in urban 
areas  may be channelised to promote Early education in Children. 
Introduction 

According to UNICEF, early childhood is defined as the period from conception through eight years 

of age. Early childhood care and education (ECCE) is more than preparation for primary school. It 

aims at the holistic development of a child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order 

to build a solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing. Target 4.2 of SDG 4 aims 

that by 2030, to ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, 

care and pre-primary education. 

Body 

Need for ECCE 

 Early childhood is a time of remarkable growth with brain development at its peak. 

 It is crucial to the overall development of children, with impacts on their learning and even 

earning capabilities throughout their lifetimes. 

 Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 6, indicating 

the critical importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in a child’s early 

years for healthy brain development and growth. 

 In a recent study by the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, 45% of the 650+ households surveyed 

in urban Maharashtra reported that they prioritise their older child’s education over ECE. 

 Studies have foundthat the act of making conversation with your child in the early years has 

significant gains on language skills they develop. 

 It is, therefore of the utmost importance that every child has access to quality early 

childhood care and education (ECCE). 

Benefits of ECCE 

 The overall aim of ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomes in the domains of physical and 

motor development, cognitive development, socio-emotional-ethical development, 

cultural/artistic development, and the development of communication and early language, 

literacy, and numeracy. 

 It also includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, 

ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork and cooperation. 

 These years lay the foundations for her/ his learning and holistic development. 

 Children will be better prepared for primary school and will reach better education 

outcomes. 

 Quality ECCE also helps reduce repetition and drop-out rates. 

 Positive outcomes are even more pronounced among children from vulnerable groups. 
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 It helps promote human resource development, gender equality and social cohesion, and to 

reduce the costs for later remedial programmes. 

 An overview of 56 studies across 23 countries found impacts on health, education, cognitive 

ability, and emotional development. 

Way forward 

 For universal access to Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), the Anganwadi Centres 

will be strengthened with high quality infrastructure, play equipment and well-trained 

Anganwadi workers/teachers. 

 Every Anganwadi must have a well-ventilated, well-designed, child-friendly and   well-

constructed   building   with   an enriched   learning   Funds for this programme will be 

provided by the Central and State governments. 

 ECCE teacher trainingshould be added as a skill gap in the list of National Skill Development 

Corporation to ensure that easy investment is available to produce efficient ECCE teachers. 

 Universal access to quality early childhood educationis perhaps the best investment that 

India can make for our children’s and our nation’s future. 

 ECCE can also be introduced in Ashrams shalas in tribal-dominated areas in a phased 

manner. 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Despite being a major agrarian economy, India ranks at 101 out of 116 in the Global 

Hunger Index. Discuss the cause of such poor performance of India on the Global 

Hunger Index. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Global Hunger Index ranks India at 101 out of 116 countries 
Key Demand of the question:  
To give an account on various factors leading to India’s poor performance in the Global Hunger Index 
ranking. 
Directive word: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by describing key indicators on which the Global Hunger Index is measured. 
Body: 
Describe the reasons and impact of hunger in India – status of child mortality, stunting and wasting 
in India. Highlight the key cause of the poor performance being that mothers are too young, too 
short, too thin and too undernourished themselves, before they get pregnant, during pregnancy, and 
then after giving birth, during breast-feeding. 
Alongside being a health issue, there are social factors like early marriage etc all of which contribute 
to the undernourishment, stunting and wasting of children. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that mothers should be our prime focus both in terms of their health as well 
as marriageable age, in order to address the root cause of the issue. 
Introduction 

The Global Hunger Index launched recently ranked India at 101 position out of a total 116 countries. 

India is also among the 31 countries where hunger has been identified as serious. India ranked 94 

among 107 countries in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) released last year. India is currently behind its 

neighbours Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

Body: 

 

India’s performance: 

 India is among the 31 countries where hunger has been identified as serious. 

 Only 15 countries fare worse than India. 

 Some of these include Afghanistan (103), Nigeria (103), Congo (105), Mozambique (106), 

Sierra Leone (106), Timor-Leste (108), Haiti (109), Liberia (110), Madagascar (111) and 

Somalia (116). 

 India was also behind most of the neighbouring countries. 

 Pakistan was placed at 92 rank, Nepal at 76 and Bangladesh also at 76. 

The main cause for such high levels of child stunting and wasting in India: 

 Poor maternal health: South Asian babies show very high levels of wasting very early in their 

lives, within the first six months. This reflects the poor state of maternal health. 

 Mothers are too young, too short, too thin and too undernourished themselves, before they 

get pregnant, during pregnancy, and then after giving birth, during breast-feeding. 

 Poor sanitation is another major cause of child wasting and stunting. 

 Poverty: Almost 50 million households in India are dependent on these small and marginal 

holdings. 

 Livelihood loss: The rural livelihoods loss after COVID and lack of income opportunities other 

than the farm sector have contributed heavily to the growing joblessness in rural areas. 

Measures needed: 
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 Governments, private actors, and NGOs should carefully coordinate their responses to 

overlapping food and health crises and work with community organizations to make sure 

interventions are culturally acceptable, reach the most vulnerable, and preserve local 

ecosystems. 

 Food should be priced not only by its weight or volume but also by its nutrient density, its 

freedom from contamination, and its contribution to ecosystem services and social justice. 

 Governments should expand access to maternal and child health care, as well as education 

on healthy diets and child feeding practices. 

 Supporting smallholder farmers in becoming sustainable and diversified producers; 

governments and NGOs must seek to improve those farmers’ access to agricultural inputs 

and extension services, coupling local and indigenous agricultural knowledge with new 

technologies. 

 Existing human rights-based multilateral mechanisms and international standards—such as 

the Committee on World Food Security—must be strengthened to support inclusive policy 

making and sustainable food systems. 

Conclusion 

Prioritizing early childhood nutrition is key to ensuring India’s development rests on strong and 

steady shoulders. India’s ability to harness long-term demographic dividends rests on it prioritizing 

nutrition in its health agenda, and reforming the institutional framework through which 

interventions are delivered. 

Value addition: 

The GHI score is calculated on four indicators –undernourishment; child wasting (the share of 

children under the age of five who are wasted i.e who have low weight for their height, reflecting 

acute undernutrition); child stunting (children under the age of five who have low height for their 

age, reflecting chronic undernutrition) and child mortality (the mortality rate of children under the 

age of five). 

India’s effort to achieve food security: 

 Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS), with its network of 1.4 million Anganwadi 

Centres, reaching almost 100 million beneficiaries who include pregnant and nursing mothers 

and children up to 6 years; 

 Mid-day meals (MDM) that reach almost 120 million children in schools; and 

 Public Distribution System (PDS) that reaches over 800 million people under the National 

Food Security Act. 

 The recently announced flagship program of the Ministry of Women and Child Development 

will be anchored through the National Nutrition Mission (NNM), or Poshan Abhiyaan, with its 

own specific budget of ₹9,046 crore and a proposed World Bank loan of $200 million, to 

ensure convergence among the various programmes of the government. 

 Additionally, NITI Aayog has worked on a National Nutrition Strategy (NNS), isolated the 100 

most backward districts for stunting and prioritised those for interventions. 
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 The National Nutrition Strategy (NNS) has set very ambitious targets for 2022 and the 

Poshan Abhiyaan has also specified three-year targets to reduce stunting, under-nutrition 

and low birth weight by 2% each year, and to reduce anaemia by 3% each year. 

 IYCF (Infant and Young child feeding), Food and Nutrition, Immunization, Institutional 

Delivery, WASH(Water, Sanitation and Hygiene), De-worming, ORS-Zinc, Food Fortification, 

Dietary Diversification, Adolescent Nutrition, Maternal Health and Nutrition, ECCE(Early 

Childhood care and Education), Convergence, ICT-RTM(Information and Communication. 

Technology enabled Real Time Monitoring), Capacity Building. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-

governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens 

charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures. 

In a democracy, citizens are the rulers of the government and are thus, owners of all 

the information on public records. Debate in the light of dilution of RTI act, 2005. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: livelaw.in 
Why the question: 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) refused to divulge information about the PM-CARES Fund under the 
Right to Information Act, 2005. 
Key Demand of the question: 
Bring out the key issues regarding the balance between transparency and secrecy, the right of the 
public to know and touch upon the recent amendments to RTI act, 2005. 
Directive: 
Debate – Weigh up to what extent something is true. Persuade the reader of your argument by citing 
relevant research but also remember to point out any flaws and counter- arguments as well. 
Conclude by stating clearly how far you agree with the original proposition. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by right of citizen that the information and data that the government holds. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, mention importance of transparency in public records. The right of the 
public to know the affairs of the government. 
 Weigh down the balance between transparency and need to maintain the secrecy for the functioning 
of the government. Give examples from the recent past about the conflict between the two. 
Bring out the recent changes to RTI act, 2005 and debate upon Amendments adopted with haste and 
without much scrutiny and discussion have diluted the RTI Act and reduced transparency in public 
dealing. At the same time, the amended Act has hit at citizens’ rights and have strengthened hands 
of the government of the day. Officials, now, are going to be reluctant to give information about the 
ruling dispensation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a balanced way forward. 
Introduction 

2020 marked 15 years of the enactment of the Right to Information (RTI) law, which has empowered 

millions to assert their citizenship and show truth to power. A report by the Satark Nagrik Sangathan 

and the Centre for Equity Studies has pointed out that more than 2.2 lakh Right to information cases 
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are pending at the Central and State Information Commissions (ICs), which are the final courts of 

appeal under the RTI Act, 2005. The report was released on the occasion of completion of the 15 

years of Right to Information (RTI) Act. 

Body: 

Recent Amendment: Right to Information (Amendment) Act, 2019: 

 It provided that the Chief Information Commissioner and an Information Commissioner (of 

Centre as well as States) shall hold office for such term as prescribed by the Central 

Government. Before this amendment, their term was fixed for 5 years. 

 It provided that the salary, allowances and other service conditions of the Chief Information 

Commissioner and an Information Commissioner (of Centre as well as States) shall be such 

as prescribed by the Central Government. 

 The RTI (Amendment) Act, 2019 was criticized on grounds of diluting the law and giving 

more powers to the central government. 

Dilution of the RTI Act: 

 The worst blow to the RTI regime has come in the form of a persistent and concerted attack 

on the transparency watchdogs set up under the law. 

 Information Commissions at the Centre and in the States are the final adjudicators 

empowered to act against violations of the legislation. 

 In 2019, regressive amendments were made to the RTI Act which did away with statutory 

protection of fixed tenure and high status conferred on the commissioners. 

 Despite stiff opposition within and outside Parliament, the government pushed the RTI 

(Amendment) Act which allows the Central government to determine the tenure and 

salaries of all Information Commissioners, signaling that directions to disclose inconvenient 

information could invite adverse consequences. 

 The functioning of commissions has been severely impeded by governments not appointing 

Information Commissioners in a timely manner. 

 Vacancies in Information Commissions lead to large backlogs of appeals/complaints and long 

delays in the disposal of cases, effectively frustrating the people’s right to know. 

 Since May 2014, not a single commissioner of the Central Information Commission (CIC) has 

been appointed without citizens having to approach courts. 

 Despite Supreme Court orders to fill all vacancies, six out of 11 posts of commissioners are 

currently vacant in the CIC, including that of the chief. 

 The CIC is headless for the fifth time in the last six years! State governments appear to have 

adopted a similar strategy. 

 Eight State Information Commissions are functioning without a chief. Two commissions 

Tripura and Jharkhand are totally defunct with no commissioners. 

Important limitations that need urgent attention: 
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 The assessment found that on average, the CIC takes 388 days (more than one year) to 

dispose of an appeal/complaint from the date that it was filed before the commission. 

 The highest number of pending appeals, with over 59,000 cases were in Maharashtra, 

followed by Uttar Pradesh and the Central Information Commissions (CIC). 

 The report found that the Government officials face hardly any punishment for violating the 

law. 

 Penalties were imposed in only 2.2% of cases that were disposed of, despite previous 

analysis showing a rate of about 59% violations which should have triggered the process of 

penalty imposition. 

Conclusion: 

The right to question is the hallmark of a democracy. Any attack on the RTI law, which has 

empowered citizens to question those in power, is an attack on the foundation of our democratic 

republic. It is a clear reflection of the lack of political will of governments to be answerable to the 

people of the country. As the RTI law completes 15 years, it is again time for those whom it 

empowers the citizens to assert themselves and protect their fundamental right to information, 

which they attained after a long struggle. 

The recent announcement of spring-cleaning exercise by the government to weed out 

all unnecessary paper work and compliances to relook into existing bureaucratic 

processes has been long pending. Comment (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
timely and effective disposal of public grievances, references from MPs and State Governments, 
inter-ministerial consultations, parliamentary assurances, etc. is an important part of the work of 
Ministries and Departments 
Key Demand of the question: 
To mention about the need for timely grievance redressal and minimising compliance burden of 
citizens in the administrative processes. 
Directive word: 
Comment- here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning key factors of good governance including grievance redressal and effective and 
efficient administration. 
Body: 
First, mention that red tapism is one of the major issue in bureaucracy causing citizen dissatisfaction 
and sometimes even harassment. Many a times there is an opportunity cost on the citizen facing 
such administrative delays. 
Next, highlight the need for removal of obsolete procedures and undue delays and to assign 
responsibility on the government officials such as introduction of CPGRAMS, Citizen’s Charter etc to 
improve the governance paradigm. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that the move is much needed and must be closely monitored to boost citizen 
satisfaction. 
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Introduction 

Red Tapism refers to excessive regulation or rigid conformity to formal rules that is considered 

redundant and bureaucratic and hinders action or decision-making. In other words, these are 

burdensome rules, providing no added value. It includes unnecessary paperwork, obtaining licenses, 

having multiple people or committees approve a decision and various low-level rules that make 

conducting one’s affairs slower, more difficult. 

Body 

Consequences of Red Tapism 

 Citizen dissatisfaction: Red tape indeed negatively affects citizen satisfaction. Citizens 

remain dissatisfied due to delayed government processing and cost associated with it. Most 

of the time citizen’s problems remain unresolved due to red Tapism, leading to a sense of 

loss of trust in the government’s process. 

 Scheme implementation: Every new governmental scheme gets roadblocks in terms of red 

Tapism that eventually kills the larger objective by which it was launched. Delayed release of 

funds, lack of proper monitoring etc. are common associated issues attached to Red Tapism 

that make policies ineffective. 

 Corruption: A World Bank study found that the higher the level of red Tapism, the higher the 

level of corruption. Bureaucracy invariably breeds corruption and lowers growth by 

complicating the normal flow of businesses. Paying a bribe to speed up the handling of the 

procedure is a typical example of Red Tapism associated corruption. 

 Increased cost of doing business: Red tape is costly, not just in time and money spent filling 

out forms but also in terms of reduced productivity and innovation in business. This is 

particularly burdensome to smaller businesses and may even discourage people from 

starting up a new business. 

 Governance: Due to Red Tapism variable enforcement of contracts and delayed 

administration lead to delayed justice, especially to the poor. The burden of red tape 

requirements prevent many to enjoy their rights due to delayed governance and delayed 

distribution of welfare measures. For example, delayed wage payments under MGNREGA 

impact timely benefits to por. 

Measures to reduce Red Tapism 

 Reforming laws: Reducing administrative burdens should be a part of making good laws. 

This objective also contributes to making administrative cultures more responsible and 

service-oriented. For example, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code has helped in reducing Red 

Tapism regarding insolvency of a business unit, enhancing overall business sentiments. 

Further many redundant laws have been scrapped, making India achieving a 63rd spot in 

World bank’s Ease of doing business. 

 Involving states: Governments also need to consider ways in which sub-national levels of 

government can be incorporated into the administrative simplification and regulatory 

quality process. Administrative simplification programmes have focused primarily on 

regulations emanating from the central government. However lower levels of government 
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can be responsible for imposing significant administrative burdens and requirements on 

businesses and citizens. 

 Reduce the paperwork: Computers have already made many of the government services 

faster. It is a way forward to decrease the red tape. Capacity building in IT and 

communications is required at all the levels of the government, top to bottom. For example, 

the government has launched National Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency 

known as Invest India that helps investors looking for investment, to reduce red Tapism. 

Another such initiative is paperless green clearance that will reduce paperwork and is 

environmentally friendly. 

 Skill development: There are officials who are not skilled enough to make government 

processing faster. It is important to train them properly on the subjects and appoint skilled 

people. 

 Incentives: A lot of government employees at the lower level (Group-C and Group D) are 

underpaid. They find no incentive to work efficiently. Efforts must be made to honour 

workers for their good work and punishing for not achieving timely efficiency. 

Conclusion 

Red Tapism hinders good governance and the country’s economic progress. It leads to a culture of 

corruption and inefficiency. Efforts must be made to make rules and regulations simple with 

emphasis on reducing delays in government work culture. 

A more transparent Judiciary can lead to efficient and accountable judicial System. In 

the larger public interest, do you think the Legal Information Management and 

Briefing System (LIMBS) should be made accessible to public? Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: scroll.in 
Why the question: 
Over the last few years, various institutions studying the issue of government litigation, such as the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Law & Justice, National Law School of India and Vidhi Centre 
for Legal Policy have all reported an inability to collect accurate information on the pendency of 
government litigation before Indian courts. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the importance of transparency and ways to achieve in judicial matters. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about transparency and its importance in judicial proceedings. 
Body: 
In the first part, mention the various impediments and limitations to transparency in judicial 
proceedings. Link it as to how this becomes an inefficient and an obstacle to rule of law. 
Next, write about Legal Information Management and Briefing System (LIMBS) – its features and 
functioning – analyse the pros and cons making LIMBS accessible to public. 
Conclusion: 
Comment as to whether LIMBS should be made accessible to public. 
Introduction 
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Legal Information Management and Briefing System (LIMBS) is a web-based application created by 

the Department of Legal Affairs under the Ministry of Law and Justice. The idea is to make the legal 

data available at one single point and streamline the procedure of litigation matters conducted on 

behalf of Union of India. It is in line with Digital India to digitalise the details of court cases and bring 

various stakeholders on a single platform. 

Body 

Rationale behind LIMBS 

 LIMBS would help the government in achieving its objectives of “Minimum government, 

maximum governance”, “Digital India”, “Ease of doing business” and enhance the 

Transaction Capacity Governance of the government with an efficient legal framework for 

speedy resolution of disputes. 

 LIMBS reduces the huge expenditures involved in resolving the cases, saves time and makes 

the working of different departments under a ministry, efficient. 

 Once data are available in this form, several questions can be asked about the cases like 

the types of cases, financial implication etc 

 LIMBS is meant to improve the Union government’s handling of cases and would lead to 

some reduction of cases in courts. 

Pros of making LIMBS accessible to public 

 A simple way to check the accuracy of the information available on LIMBS is to open up the 

entire database for public viewing so that citizens and academics can independently audit 

the working of LIMBS. 

 Not only is such transparency mandated by Section 4 of the Right to Information Act, 2005, 

which requires proactive disclosures of information by the government, but it would also be 

in line with the National Data Sharing and Accessibility Policy announced by the government 

many years ago. 

 Given that all the data in LIMBS pertains to litigation taking place in open courts, the data is 

most certainly not sensitive information. 

 The inexplicable and illegal decision of the Department of Legal Affairs to deny public access 

to LIMBS also means that academics attempting to understand the workings of the 

government through litigation data, are often required to build their own datasets from the 

judiciary’s websites. 

 This is a painful, time-consuming and expensive exercise because of the poor quality of 

judicial websites. 

 The transparency of the LIMBS database is not just a question of administrative efficiency 

but also a question of accountability of public funds spent on expensive government 

litigation. 

Way forward 

 A multi-pronged approach needs to be adopted to tackle the issue of “government 

litigation”, depending on the kind of litigation. 
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 A relook at the functioning of litigation-prone departments and formulating solutions unique 

to each department. 

 Robust internal dispute resolution mechanisms within each department as a means of 

addressing their grievances against the management. 

 The state must ensure that quasi-judicial authorities are judicially trained or create a 

separate class of judicial officers to discharge quasi-judicial functions. 

 Ministries and departments should conduct focused monitoring on pending cases 

particularly those pending for more than 10 years. 

 To further bring down pendency of cases in courts, both the Centre and states should 

withdraw “frivolous and ineffective cases”. 

 To discourage future litigations, the government should compulsorily introduce arbitration 

and mediation clauses in work contracts of its staff and public sector employees. 

 Learn from other countries like France who are following a model approach toward 

government ligation. 

 Data deficiency coupled with restricted access with regard to government litigation is a 

serious concern. 

 In addition to making the performance evaluation of panel counsels impossible, the lack of 

granular data on department-wise litigations makes it difficult to review the role of the 

courts in matters where the government is a party. 

 Given that government litigation is funded by the public exchequer the burden of disclosure 

should be even higher. 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

India’s carefully calibrated strategy in the Central Asian region is guided by mutual 

reciprocal interests both in economic and strategic terms. However, the recent events 

have brought up new challenges to India interests. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The dramatic developments in Afghanistan have catalysed new geostrategic and geoeconomic 
concerns for the region. The evolving situation has also thrown up renewed challenges for India’s 
regional and bilateral ties with Central Asia and the Caucasus, prompting India to recalibrate its rules 
of engagement with the region. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about economic and strategic importance of central asia to India and also how the recent 
changes in Afghanistan will affect it. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of historical context of India’s relations with central Asia. 
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Body: 
In the first part, mention the economic considerations of India in that region – India for priority 
development projects in energy, healthcare, connectivity, IT, agriculture, education, etc. 
Next, write about long-term security threats emanating out of the region especially in regard to the 
recent changes witnessed in Afghanistan. 
Also, mention India’s ‘Connect Central Asia Policy’, role of INSTC and Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) in the above-mentioned aspects. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to better manage ties. 
Introduction 

India’s relation with Central Asia has a long history. The two regions have shared deep cultural 

linkages with each other over two millennia in terms of people to people contact, trade, and 

commerce. The close trade and cultural linkages between the Indian subcontinent and Central Asia, 

whose beginnings can be traced to the Indus valley civilization, tapered after India’s partition in 1947 

as New Delhi found itself without a direct land corridor to the region. 

The recent dramatic developments in Afghanistan have thrown up renewed challenges for India’s 

regional and bilateral ties with Central Asia. 

Body 

India’s engagement in the CAR 

 India reset its ties with independent republics in Central Asia, a strategically critical region, 

post break-up of Soviet Region. 

 India provided financial aid to the region and established diplomatic relations. 

 The Strategic Partnership Agreements (SPA)was signed with Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and 

Uzbekistan to stimulate defence cooperation and deepen trade relations. 

 New Delhi’s‘Connect Central Asia’ policy of 2012, aimed at furthering India’s political, 

economic, historical and cultural connections with the region. 

 India signed MoUs with Iran in 2015 to develop the Chabahar port in the Sistan-Baluchistan 

province that was in the doldrums from 2003. 

Recent developments in India-CAR relations 

 The External Affairs Minister attended the 6th Foreign Ministers’ Conference on Interaction 

and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia (CICA) in Nur Sultan. 

 India extended a credit line of $200 millionfor the support of development projects and 

signed an memorandum of understanding (MoU) on High-Impact Community Development 

Projects (HICDP). 

 Incumbent EAM become the first Indian External Affairs Minister to visit 

 India supported efforts for a peaceful solution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between 

Azerbaijan and Armenia under the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe’s 

(OSCE) Minsk group. 

Challenges faced by India in the relations with CAR 
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 India’s efforts were stonewalled by Pakistan’s lack of willingness to allow India passage 

through its territory. 

 The growing geostrategic and security concerns regarding the BRI’s China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) and the violation of India’s sovereignty is another challenge. 

 The Taliban re-establishing its supremacy over Afghanistan has also exposed the weaknesses 

of coalitions such as SCO. 

 The SCO has been used by most member countries for their own regional geostrategic and 

security interests, increasing the trust-deficit and divergence within the forum. 

Way forward 

 Most of the Central Asian leaders view India’s Chabahar portas an opportunity to diversify 

their export markets and control China’s ambitions. 

 They have admitted New Delhi into theAshgabat Agreement, allowing India access to 

connectivity networks to facilitate trade and commercial interactions with both Central Asia 

and Eurasia, and also access the natural resources of the region. 

 Rising anti-Chinese sentimentswithin the region and security threats from the Taliban allow 

New Delhi and Central Asia to reimagine their engagement. 

 Central Asian countries have been keen to have India as a partner as they have sought to 

diversify their strategic ties. 

 India needs clear recalibration of its regional engagement with Central Asian countries. 

Value addition 

Significance of Central Asian countries to India 

 The Central Asian region (CAR) is considered to be the part of India’s “extended 

neighborhood.” 

 CAR has become the site of great power tussles over energy resources in the recent past. 

 The geostrategic position of CAR as an access point between Europe and Asia is of greater 

significance in terms of trade. 

 China’s deep inroads in the Central Asian republics in terms of investment is also a concern. 

The developments affecting India’s neighbourhood over the past decade have led 

India to formulate policy options to secure her national interests, keeping in view the 

changes occurring in her neighbourhood. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: New Indian Express 
Why the question: 
There is a widely shared belief that India has to formulate policy options to secure her national 
interests, keeping in view the changes occurring in her neighbourhood. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the dynamic foreign policy of India suited according to its strategic interests and 
changing geopolitics. 
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Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief about India and its neighbourhood and its Neighbourhood first policy. 
Body: 
First begin by mentioning the various dynamics of India with respect to its neighbours such as 
Chinese diplomacy with Bhutan, Nepal & Sri Lanka, Taliban control over Afghanistan, Sri Lanka & 
associated concerns for India, Role of Pakistan in Jammu & Kashmir security issues etc. 
Next, deliberate upon the need for a strategic custom made approach with each neighbour such as 
economic aides, socio-cultural engagements and exchanges, military drills, regional groupings etc 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that India should play to its strength with a deep understanding of regional 
sensitivities with respect to each of its neighbour. 
Introduction 

There are worrying trends in India’s neighbourhood such as like the three-step Bhutan-China 

roadmap to resolve the bilateral border dispute, the attack on Hindu citizens in Bangladesh, 

the lack of clarity on Nepal relations, the continuing tentativeness to Taliban ties in Afghanistan. 

India’s cup of woes in the immediate neighbourhood is full, if not overflowing. 

Body 

India and neighbourhood 

 China: Indo-China border has been fragile since the Galwan clashes last year and there is 

increasing apprehensions regarding China’s motives. 

o China’s BRI in Nepal, Pakistan and maritime sea routes are a cause for worry due 

to debt-trap diplomacy and string of pearls theory. 

o India’s backyard is being surrounded by Chinese intrusions through our neighbours 

and this impacts India’s security. 

 Pakistan: Pakistan-China axis, cross border terrorism, acquisition of nuclear war heads by 

Pakistan are all red flags for India. Pakistan has been trying to bring issue of Kashmir in every 

international forum and state-sponsored terrorism in the valley is a major irritant. 

o Pulwama attack and previously Uri and Pathankot incident have deteriorated the 

relations drastically. 

o The CPEC corridor, all the way to Gwadar with China threatens India’s sovereignty as 

it passes though Pakistan Occupied Kashmir. 

 Bangladesh: Though ties with Bangladesh have improved with coming of Sheikh Hasina 

government, issues of Teesta River water sharing, alternative access to north-east and 

closeness of Dhaka with Beijing remain a cause for worry. 

 Afghanistan: The Taliban takeover has created unstable environment in Afghan nation. 

Fragile within, a possible state collapse would spawn jihadist terrorism in all directions from 

which India is unlikely to remain immune. 
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o g. Within days of takeover, many ISIS violence and attacks have taken place in 

Kabul. 

 Sri Lanka: Colombo is heavily dependent on China and has a huge debt burden it owes to 

China. 

o The Hambantota takeover by China in Indian ocean for 99 years is a case in point. It 

is a major sea line of communication and is a good vantage point for China upon 

India. 

 Nepal: Indo-Nepal border is virtually open and lightly policed which is exploited by 

terrorist outfits and insurgent groups from North Eastern part of India e.g. supply of trained 

cadres, fake Indian currency. 

o Overtime trust deficit has widened between India-Nepal because of the Indian 

reputation for delaying implementation of various projects. 

o The establishment of diplomatic relations between Nepal and China and its growing 

influence in Nepal has resulted in declining traditional leverage of India in Nepal. 

Need for strategic approach in neighbourhood 

 Nepal: India should provide an alternative narrative for India-Nepal ties, one that takes into 

account longstanding people-to-people ties and cultural connect. 

o India should focus on fructifying the potential of hydropower cooperation, which 

has remained untapped largely due to differing perceptions. 

o India should maintain the policy of keeping away from internal affairs of 

Nepal, meanwhile in the spirit of friendship India should guide the nation towards 

more inclusive rhetoric. 

 Sri Lanka: India has taken many high development community projects in Sri Lanka. India 

has also taken non reciprocal measures such as extending lines of credit etc. 

o g. India housing project is Government of India’s flagship project of developmental 

assistance to Sri Lanka. Its initial commitment is to build 50,000 houses for those 

affected by the civil war. 

 China: At the ground-level, we need to visibly reinforce our positions, and move forward to 

the LAC all along. 

o We should enhance the operational-tempo of the three services as a measure of 

deterrence. Indian warships should show heightened presence at the Indian Ocean 

choke-points. 

o The Ministry of Defence should seize this opportunity to urgently launch some long-

term “Aatmanirbharta” schemes in defence-production. 

o At the strategic level, the government should consider sustained process 

of engagement with China at the highest politico-diplomatic 
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o The negotiations should seek multi-dimensional Sino-Indian modus-vivendi; 

encompassing the full gamut of bilateral issues like trade, territorial disputes, 

border-management and security. 

 Pakistan: International Organizations can be used for building pressure over Pakistan for 

carrying out anti-terrorist activities like Pakistan’s inclusion on the FATF Grey list makes it 

harder for its government to access international markets at a time when its economy is 

weakening. 

o In order to strengthen the bilateral engagements between India and Pakistan need 

of the hour is to employ perfect balance of soft and hard power diplomacy coupled 

with international diplomacy. 

 Afghanistan: India should consider appointing a special envoy dedicated to 

Afghanistan. The envoy can ensure that Indian views are expressed at every meeting, and 

broaden engagement with the Taliban. This does not mean India is endorsing Taliban. 

Conclusion 

India’s immediate neighbourhood directly impacts it geopolitically, geo-strategically and geo-

economically because of its vicinity. Thus, working with them is important for India to rise as a great 

power. Emphasis must be on sustainable and inclusive development. 

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate. 

The Interconnected and Interdependent world calls for a rules-based multilateralism, 

with a stronger and more inclusive UN at its core. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Recently, UN Secretary-General António Guterres released Our Common Agenda, which follows on 
the UN-75 Political Declaration to set a new agenda for a bold plan on how we can tackle the 
challenges of today and tomorrow. 
Key Demand of the question:  
To discuss the need for reforms in the UN and for its renewed approach towards resolving global 
issues. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the latest strides of the UN in acknowledging the issues reverberating across 
borders and generations and the need for a new multilateralism. 
Body: 
First highlight the fact that the UN has called for a renewed commitment towards international 
cooperation. 
Next mention the common issues faced across nations that need an inclusive approach and the need 
to bring in equality among nations in the multilateral diplomatic arena. 
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Next suggest the need to up the mandate of the International organisations to bring in visible change 
on ground with respect to the issues that they are mandated to deal with. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by saying that the UN has stood the test of time since 75 years as a reliable global forum to 
resolve global issues and it is time for it to take a revamped approach to address the present day 
challenges. 
Introduction 

International organizations such as the UN were built primarily to resolve inter-state challenges, not 

problems that transcend borders, such as financial crises, pandemics, terrorism, crime 

networks, threats to our oceans, or climate change. We therefore must modernize our multilateral 

institutions, making them fit for purpose and better equipped to deal with the global and cross-

generational challenges we face. 

Body 

Recently, UN Secretary-General António Guterres released Our Common Agenda, which follows on 

the UN-75 Political Declaration adopted by all UN member heads of state and government one year 

ago. This new agenda sets out a bold plan for how we can tackle the challenges of today and 

tomorrow. 

Global Issues that require multilateral and inclusive approach 

 Today’s globalized world has generated a variety of globalized problems – from climate 

change to financial crises to cybersecurity – that can be effectively addressed only through 

multilateral agreements. 

 These challenges affect all nations of the world and it is in the interests of each nation that 

they be addressed successfully. 

 People want better access to basic healthcare, sanitation and education. 

 They also want more solidarity with those hit hardest by the pandemic and with those living 

in poverty. 

 Respondents’ top concern over the longer term is the twin crisis of climate change and 

accelerating biodiversity loss. 

Changing mandate of international organisations: Reforms in multilateralism 

 Renewed cooperation: First, we need a renewed commitment to international cooperation. 

o Multilateral organizations must be furnished with the means and the mandate to 

make a difference on the ground. 

o Cooperation among the UN, regional organizations, and international financial 

institutions must improve at both the policy and the operational level. 

 Inclusive representation: The multilateral system needs to be more open and inclusive to 

give young people, civil society, the private sector, academia and others a seat at the table. 

o g., UNSC which is a powerful body, has only 5 permanent members who are divided 

on significant international security issues. 
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 Second, we must act on the secretary-general’s agenda of bold steps to revive 

and strengthen our capacity to tackle poverty and inequality; ensure inclusion, equal 

participation, and justice; address the climate crisis and accelerating biodiversity 

loss; and equip ourselves for future threats of pandemics. 

o g.: Vaccine Maitri by India under COVAX obligation is a case in point. 

o Nations collectively tackling SDG’s, Paris agreement through Nationally determined 

contributions etc. 

 We have learned from the covid crisis that we need to strengthen our collective ability to 

anticipate, prevent and manage complex risks such as disease outbreaks, new wars, massive 

cyberattacks, environmental disasters, or other unforeseen events. 

 There is a need to strengthen global foresight and risk-management capacity, including the 

proposal for a new global ‘emergency platform’. 

Conclusion 

During the Summit of the Future in 2023, we should use the opportunity to step up our efforts to 

strengthen international cooperation. In today’s world, with so many issues reverberating across 

borders and generations, we must seize this moment to create a more agile, effective and 

accountable multilateral system that delivers for all citizens and enables us to tackle the global 

challenges we face. 

Amidst all the turmoil, the primary principle in any action towards Afghanistan should 

be guided by humanitarian concerns. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Group of 20 (G20) has agreed to work together to avoid a humanitarian disaster in Afghanistan, 
even if it means having to coordinate efforts with the Taliban, Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi 
said after hosting an emergency summit. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need for taking steps to address the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan. 
Directive word:  
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context about the recent geo-political changes in Afghanistan. 
Body: 
First, mention the large-scale humanitarian crisis witnessed in Afghanistan in the aftermath of U.S 
withdrawal. Write about its impact. 
Next, mention the need and the steps that are needed to address the crisis holistically. Mention the 
role India can assume in this. 
Next, also mention these humanitarian efforts should also be complemented by boosting security 
measures. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

India has always been a strong proponent of an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, broad-based and 

inclusive process of peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan. However, a collapse of the Afghan 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/aiding-afghans-the-hindu-editorial-on-g20-meeting-on-afghanistan/article36994112.ece?homepage=true


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 71 

government and return of the Taliban marks the beginning of a new phase in the India-Afghanistan 

relationship. Indian Prime Minister in G20 meeting has called for the international community to 

provide Afghanistan with immediate and unhindered access to humanitarian assistance. 

Body 
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Humanitarian Crisis in Afghanistan 

 UNHCR has published a report that states that half the population in Afghanistan (more than 

20 million people) are in need of lifesaving humanitarian assistance. 

 An estimated 270,000 Afghans have been newly displaced inside the country since January 

2021. 

 The number of civilian casualties has risen 29 per cent during the first quarter of this year 

compared to 2020. 

 The UN has received only 35% of the funds needed for its relief operations. 

 The banks are running out of money, civil servants have not been paid and food prices have 

soared, leaving millions at risk of severe hunger. 
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 The country is struggling with drought and severe poverty following the decades of war. 

 The U.S. has frozen the reserves of Afghanistan making the situation vulnerable. 

 The Taliban government’s refusal to allow women to work and stopping girls from schooling 

have complicated the issue. 

Global response so far 

 The EU committed $1.15 billion for Afghanistan and neighbouring countries where refugees 

have fled. 

 Other countries including the U.S. and China pledged $1.1 billion at a donor conference in 

Geneva last month. 

 India has not announced any monetary or food assistance. 

Possible Way forward for India 

 India could contribute to international agencies that are working with displaced Afghans, 

particularly for about one million children at the risk of starvation. 

 It could also help Iran and the Central Asian states that are housing refugees with monetary 

assistance. 

 The Government could also consider liberalising its visa regime for Afghans, which at the 

moment has cancelled all prior visas to Afghan nationals. 

 India, presently, is releasing very few e-visas for Afghans desperate to travel here. 

 As a goodwill gesture, India could once again send food aid, including wheat, grain, fortified 

biscuits and other packaged food, directly to Kabul. 

 India could implement the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 to protect the minorities in 

Afghanistan. 

 As and when the situation stabilizes medical visas, visas for students who have already 

secured admission can be considered. 

Conclusion 

In the unfolding situation, New Delhi will have to quickly reorient its Afghan strategy. At the same 

time, Delhi must be prepared to discuss what are real and serious differences with key regional and 

international partners on the Taliban and the future of Afghanistan. Despite India’s foreign policy 

orientation moving more towards the US and the West, the new Afghan strategy will have to be 

synchronized with an entirely different set of players. 

India’s relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of our foreign policy and the foundation 

of our Act East Policy. Analyse the significance of India- ASEAN strategic partnership 

and its implications on India (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: New Indian Express 
Why the question: 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend virtually the annual ASEAN-India summit that will review 
the status of strategic partnership between the two sides and take stock of progress made in areas of 
trade and investment, post-COVID-19 economic recovery and connectivity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To understand the role of strategic partnership with ASEAN and its mutual benefits for both sides. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the historic engagement of India-ASEAN relationship. 
Body: 
Bring out the importance of geographical proximity of the ASEAN countries and its strategic, security 
and economic implications to India. Also mention about the sociocultural dynamics, mobilisation of 
group level funds and promotion of domestic infrastructure projects based on few examples. 
Next, write about the implications of the above on India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that a good relation with ASEAN nations is crucial for India, in order for India to 
look beyond its neighbours, in its global diplomatic journey. 
Introduction 

India’s relationship with ASEAN has emerged as a key cornerstone of our foreign policy. The 

relationship has evolved from the ‘Look East Policy’ enunciated in early 1990s, to Strategic 

Partnership in 2012. Since 2014, India is espousing ‘Act East Policy’ that has enhanced the 

partnership further. 

ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership stands on a strong foundation of shared geographical, historical 

and civilizational ties. ASEAN is central to our Act East Policy and our wider vision of the Indo-

Pacific. India and ASEAN will observe 30 years of their Dialogue Partnership in 2022. 

Body 

Significance of India- ASEAN strategic partnership and its implications on India 

 Economic Significance 

o 3 Cs–Culture, Connectivity and Commerce–will shape India’s ties with the ASEAN 

bloc. 

o Connecting India’s North-eastern states with ASEAN. 

o India is part of ASEAN led RCEP which aims to create the world’s largest free trade 

area with more than a third of the global GDP and commerce. 

o For the first time, bilateral trade between ASEAN and India has crossed US$ 80 

billion mark. 

o Singapore has become India’s investment and trading hub in the East. 

 Security Significance 

o ASEAN occupies a central place in the security architecture of the Indo-Pacific region 
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o Maritime cooperation in terms of connectivity, safety and security has gained high 

attention. 

o India and ASEAN can collaborate to combat terror financing, cyber security threats, 

tax evasions and many more. 

o India needs ASEAN support in achieving a rules-based regional security architecture. 

 Geo-Strategic Significance 

o Partnership with ASEAN nations might help India counter the growing presence of 

Beijing. 

o ASEAN is seen as the most successful regional organisation next only to the EU 

o To develop connectivity through water, ASEAN and India are working on the Kaladan 

Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project. 

o ASEAN-India cooperation in maritime domain is one of the key focus areas for 

growth and development of the Indo-Pacific region. 

Enhancing India-Asean relation further 

 The recent loss of US market by the ASEAN nations can be compensated with the domestic 

demand in India which has been increasing with the rise of middle class in the country. 

 In terms of security challenges, both ASEAN and India are faced with grave vulnerabilities 

with regard to terrorism and it is in their common interest to work together to build peace 

and security in the region. 

 With the withdrawal of US troops from strategic locations in the region, ASEAN countries 

justifiably perceive India, with the largest Naval forces in the Indian Ocean and nuclear 

capabilities, a strategic partner to balance China’s growing power in the region. 

 While East Asia is on the verge of entering a phase of lower share of working age population 

India is entering a phase with a higher share of working age population which can prove to 

be a human resource base for East Asia. 

 Along with East Asian specialization in manufactures, India’s strength in services could result 

in a formidable strategic combination which may be mutually beneficial for both the sides. 

 India has welcomed the Indo-Pacific document by ASEAN and is pushing for early conclusion 

of code of conduct on South China Sea by ASEAN and China. 

Conclusion 

The region has become strategically important for India due to its growing importance in the world 

politics. And for India to be a regional power as it claims to be, continuing to enhance its relations 

with ASEAN in all spheres must be a priority. 

Value addition 

India-ASEAN relations 

 Free Trade Agreement:India signed an FTA in goods in 2009 and an FTA in services and 

investments in 2014 with ASEAN. 
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 Apart from this, India has a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) with 

various countries of the ASEAN region which has resulted in concessional trade and a rise in 

investments. 

 India’s investment in ASEAN during the same period has been more than $40 billion. 

 Trade between India and ASEANstood at $65.04 billion in 2015-16 and comprises 10.12 per 

cent of India’s total trade with the world. 

 Connectivity is another important issue of convergence, with India working toward 

formalizing its transit agreements and establishing better connectivity infrastructure with 

this region through land, water, and air, example- India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral 

Highway and the Kaladan Multimodal Project. 

 Security: ASEAN platform allows India to discuss non-traditional security issues in Indian 

Ocean Region (IOR) like piracy, illegal migration, and trafficking of drugs, arms, and human, 

maritime terrorism, etc. which can only be resolved on a multilateral level. 

 India has also scored several diplomatic successes at ARF,including maintaining ties after its 

nuclear test of 1998, isolating Pakistan during the Kargil War, and lobbying against 

Pakistan’s entry in the forum till 2002. 

 The aggressive rise of China, both economically and militarily, has caused suspicion among 

the countries in the region. This provides an opportunity to India which seeks to balance 

China and gain cooperation in the region. 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or 

affecting India’s interests. 

Outer space is becoming an extension of the terrestrial geopolitical competition. 

Interventions led by U.N Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space are urgently 

needed, so that domain of space is used only for peaceful purposes. Examine (250 

words) 
Reference:  Indian Express 

Introduction 

India recently signed an outer space cooperation with Quad members and USA. Delhi’s new strategic 

interest in outer space is based on a recognition of two important trends. One is the centrality of 

emerging technologies in shaping the 21st-century global order. The other is about the urgency 

of writing new rules for the road to peace and stability in outer space. 

There is proliferation of space exploratory missions today, raising issues of space debris, 

weaponization and also space dominance turning space into tragedy of commons problem. 

Body 

Outerspace: Extension of geopolitical competition 

 Astropolitics: The US has traditionally dominated outer space in the commercial domain. Its 

military competition with Russia set the norms in the security field. 
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o China’s emergence as a major space power — in both civilian and military is 

reshaping astropolitics. 

 China factor: The dramatic expansion of Chinese space capabilities and Beijing’s ambition 

to dominate outer space have lent a new urgency for democratic powers to come together 

to secure their national interests as well as promote sustainable order in the skies above. 

 No global rules: Space is a commons, where any nation’s decision to test an anti-satellite 

weapon, in the process creating gobs of junk, is unpunishable. 

 Multiple entities and debris: Both private and government satellite owners have an 

incentive to protect their equipment while it’s operating—but not thereafter. 

o Space junk is pollution, and as we have learned on earth there must be a clear line 

of responsibility for pollution, or public spaces will be ruined. 

 National and commercial interests are increasingly tied to space in political, economic and 

military arenas. 

o Beyond fanciful notions of solar energy satellites, fusion energy and orbiting hotels, 

contemporary political issues such as nuclear non-proliferation, economic 

development, cybersecurity and human rights are also intimately tied to outer 

space. 

International rules and space governance 

 In 1959, the UN General Assembly established the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space (COPUOS) in Resolution 1472 (XIV). This committee identified areas for 

international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space 

 Outer Space Treaty of 1967: India is a party to the Outer Space Treaty. 

o The treaty prohibits countries from placing into orbit around the Earth “any objects 

carrying nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction”. 

o It also prohibits the stationing of such weapons on celestial bodies, like the moon, 

or in outer space. 

o The moon and other celestial bodies shall be used by all state parties to the 

treaty exclusively for peaceful purposes. 

 Although these treaties ban the placement of weapons of mass destruction in space, they do 

not prevent states from placing other types of weapons in space. 

o As a result, many states argue that existing treaties 

are insufficient for safeguarding outer space as “the common heritage of 

mankind.” 

 The international community has been debating for the need to introduce transparency and 

confidence-building measures in outer space activities (TCBMS). 

o In this regard, European Union has also prepared a draft code of conduct (CoC). 

o However, major powers are yet to agree on the idea of establishing a CoC conduct. 
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 Another important idea that has been put on the table jointly by Russia and China is the 

Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space (PPWT) instead of only Weapon of 

Mass Destruction which is resisted by US and the EU. 

Conclusion 

As outer space becomes a location for lucrative business as well as a site of military competition 

between states, the salience of space cooperation needs to increase in the coming years. The scale 

of the challenges and opportunities in outer space, however, demand more urgent and sweeping 

reform. That can only be mandated by the highest political level. 

Space must be used only for peaceful purposes and any weaponisation of Outer Space cannot be 

tolerated in the larger interest of people. The safety and security of space based assets should be 

ensured through international cooperation. 

Value addition 

Evolution of space exploration journey 

 Only the United States has sent people beyond low Earth orbit, but experts say U.S. pre-

eminence in space could be challenged. 

 China became the third nation to independently launch a human into orbit in 2003 and its 

capabilities have since grown. 

 The People’s Liberation Army is seen as a driver of the Chinese space program, the ambitions 

of which include sending people to the moon and building a space station. 

 Meanwhile, India launched its first unmanned mission to Mars in late 2013, and its probe 

entered Mars’s orbit in September 2014. 

 The Indian Space Research Organisation has since reached an agreement with NASA on 

subsequent explorations of Mars. 

 China and the United Arab Emirates successfully sent spacecraft to orbit Mars in February 

2021, the same month that NASA landed its rover there; the Chinese mission includes its own 

robotic explorer. 

India and Israel’s ties have become significantly much stronger in the recent years. 

Though the defence trade deals forms the bedrock of their partnership, both states 

can have mutual benefits by formalising a Free Trade Agreement (FTA). Analyse. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
India and Israel have agreed to start the free trade agreement negotiations from November. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the growing relations between India-Israel and benefits of signing an FTA for both 
countries. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-israel-renew-negotiations-fta-7578920/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

 
 

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia  Page 80 

Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by writing about the growing trade ties among other things between India and 
Israel in the recent past. 
Body: 
First, talk about how defence sector dominates the ties between both countries. 
Next, talk about the benefits of signing FTA for both the countries with respect some of the major 
sectors – India’s large market and huge consumer base, Water and Agriculture, Israeli Pharma, R&D 
etc. 
Next, mention bottlenecks in signing of the FTA and the ways to resolve it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on the mutual benefits for both countries by signing the FTA. 
Introduction 

Israel and India are exploring to open new vistas of partnership in the world of finance, including 

collaboration between market regulators and allowing Israeli investment in corporate bonds, taking 

advantage of a favourable climate in both countries. 

Most recently, India is making emergency military purchases from several countries including Israel 

to bolster the military’s capabilities amid border tensions with China in eastern Ladakh. 

Body 

Bedrock of India – Israel Partnership 

 Defence relations between India and Israel are longstanding. 

 The strategic communication between the two countries began during the Sino-India War of 

1962 when PM Jawaharlal Nehru wrote his Israeli counterpart David Ben-Gurion for 

shipments of arms and ammunition. 

 This has been a rising graph since then. 

 India is the largest arms buyer from Israel; trade is to the tune of approximately $600 

million. 

 In 2019, India signed the biggest weapons deal in Israeli defence history, which is nearly $2 

billion. 

 This will provide India with an advanced defence system of medium-range surface-to-air 

missiles, launchers and communications technology. 

 However, the depth and cooperation in the India-Israel bilateral ties doesn’t end here. The 

ambit of India-Israel defence cooperation has widened to include other domains like 

economy, agriculture, etc.; however, the cornerstone remains Israeli arms sales to India 

FTA between India & Israel will be a big step forward 

 India and Israel recently agreed to resume negotiations on a Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA) from next month as the two sides are confident to conclude the long-pending deal by 

June 2022. 

 The Indo-Israeli trade rose from $200 million in 1992 to approx. $5.8 billion in 2018. 
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 It is expected that once the FTA is in place, the annual trade volume between the two 

nations would be raised threefold i.e., up to $15 billion. 

 This FTA will also open the gates to those products which are not yet exported due to low 

competitiveness. 

 Efficient use of technology in water management and agriculture is one of the aspects that 

Israel has been very keen on introducing to the Indian market. 

 Other areas that could witness immense growth include energy (particularly from renewable 

sources), healthcare and medical devices, pharmaceuticals, IT, and aviation. 

 There is a huge list of products that Israel does substantially import, but not from India. 

 These include products like milk powder, animal feed preparations, methanol, etc. Such 

products should be identified to have a greater excess to the markets. 

 Other sectors where Indo-Israeli cooperation is possible is software, plastics, packaging, and 

textiles. 

 The Israeli companies are also contemplating investing in India for diagnostic centers, power 

generation, telecom and high value agricultural projects. 

 All this would act as a catalyst for promoting further investments to mutual advantage. 

Conclusion 

For too long, India has, under the guise of maintaining its strategic autonomy, shied away from 

explicit friendships in the international scenario. The India-Israel relationship must continue to 

expand. What just needs to be done away with is the normative posturing of the relationship which 

could potentially endanger India’s international relations and also its domestic situation. 

Discuss the significance of New Quadrilateral Economic forum in the current global 

geopolitical scenario. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question:  
India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the United States decided to launch a new 
quadrilateral economic forum through a virtual meet. 
Key Demand of the question:  
To have an understanding of the New Quadrilateral Economic forum. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by mentioning about the Abraham Accords that has led to the formation of the 
New Quadrilateral Economic forum. 
Body: 
Give an account of various aspects as a consequence of the forum such as scope for major 
infrastructure projects, improving trade, transportation, technology, combating climate change, 
energy cooperation, and increasing maritime security in the West Asian and Asian region. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating that the accord is of high significance in order to resume long-pending 
negotiations among the signing parties and also synergise the efforts of the countries. 
Introduction 

The first virtual summit of the foreign ministers of the US, India, Israel and UAE was recently held. At 

the end of the meet, the four nations agreed to form a new international economic forum to utilise 

the “unique array of capabilities, knowledge and experience” that each offers. The group is already 

being dubbed the ‘New Quad’ or the ‘Middle-Eastern Quad’ on the lines of the Quadrilateral 

Security Dialogue (QSD). 

Body 

Significance of New Quadrilateral Economic forum in the current global geopolitical scenario 

 The group is intended as an “international economic forum”that will work on furthering the 

economic and political ties between the four countries. 

 Experts believe the new group is important for greater cooperation of the countries involved 

in keeping the Middle East stable. 

 Some of the areas that the countries had highlighted during their talks include improving 

trade ties, cooperation in maritime security of the region, joint discussions for global public 

health, and joint infrastructure projects focused on transportation and technology. 

 The four countries have a “unique set of capabilities, knowledge, and experience” that can 

be used to create a new network of cooperation. 

 The countries also recognised that there are many overlapping interests between them. 

Especially in the field of energy, climate, trade, and regional security. 

Potential to India 

 The partnership will aid India’s strategic desire to adopt a regional foreign policy strategy 

towards West Asia. 

 Beyond trade, there is potential for India, UAE and Israel to collaborate on many areas — 

from semiconductor design and fabrication to space technology. 

 With the new alliance, India can use this platform to harness various opportunities like Big 

data, AI, Quantum computing, export its products in their market etc. 

 The group will help to focus on non-military issues like trade, energy, and environment and 

on promoting public goods. 

 The platform will help India to pursue wide-ranging minilateral partnerships in the region. 

With major powers like France, Russia, China drawn to this region, the alliance will help India 

to shape its position in changing the geopolitics of this region. 

 It suggests India is now ready to move from bilateral relations conducted in separate silos 

towards an integrated regional policy. 

 As in the Indo-Pacific, so in the Middle East, regional coalitions are bound to widen Delhi’s 

reach and deepen its impact. 
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 The UAE is vital for India’s energy security and is also home to more than three million 

Indians. 

 The UAE has been an interlocutor for India when it comes to Pakistan. 

Conclusion 

This engagement has thus opened up a new opportunity for India to go for deeper engagement with 

Israel without risking its relations with the other Arab states of the Persian Gulf. In the evolving 

scenario, there seems much scope for a profitable trilateral synergy, but India cannot take its 

preponderance as a given. There is much to be done in realizing the full potential of the “Indo-

Abrahamic Accords”. 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

Tracing the development of “One-China Policy”, analyse as to how the civic 

nationalism of Taiwan is in conflict with the Chinese Communist Party’s nationalist 

legitimacy. What role did U.S play in this issue? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
China’s President Xi Jinping said “national reunification by peaceful means” with Taiwan “will and 
can be realised”, speaking amid what Taiwan officials have called the worst tensions in four decades. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain the One-China Policy, the reasons for current conflict between Taiwan and China and role 
of U.S.A in it. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining the One-China Policy which China hold sacrosanct in establishing diplomatic 
relations. 
Body: 
First, trace the development of One-China Policy – in the aftermath of Chinese revolution, the cold 
war era leading to geostrategic calculations. 
Next, write about the present-day conflict between Taiwan and China – The rise of nationalism in 
Taiwan, their democratic political system etc and contrast it with China. Also, write about why 
Taiwan matter for China. 
Next, write about the role played by U.S in this conflict between China and Taiwan. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stressing on the diplomatic resolution of tensions between China and Taiwan. 
Introduction 

The One-China policy refers to the policy or view that there is only one state called “China”, despite 

the existence of two governments that claim to be “China”. As a policy, this means that countries 

seeking diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China (PRC, Mainland China) must break 

official relations with the Republic of China (ROC, Taiwan) and vice versa. The One China policy is 
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different from the “One China principle”, which is the principle that insists both Taiwan and 

mainland China are inalienable parts of a single “China”. 

Body 

 

The development of “One-China Policy” 

 Taiwan is the unfinished business of China’s liberation under the Chinese Communist Party 

(CCP) in 1949. 

 The Guomindang (KMT) forces under Chiang Kai-shek lost the 1945-49 civil war to the CCP 

forces under Mao Zedong. 

 Chiang retreated to the island of Taiwan and set up a regime that claimed authority over the 

whole of China and pledged to recover the mainland eventually. 

Conflict of the civic nationalism of Taiwan with the Chinese Communist Party’s nationalist 

legitimacy 

 The Guomindang (KMT) forces under Chiang Kai-shek lost the 1945-49 civil war to the 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in 1949. forces under Mao Zedong. 

 Chiang retreated to the island of Taiwan and set up a regime that claimed authority over the 

whole of China and pledged to recover the mainland eventually. 

 The CCP in turn pledged to reclaim what it regarded as a “renegade” province and achieve 

the final reunification of China. 

 Taiwan could not be occupied militarily by the newly established People’s Republic of China 

(PRC) as it became a military ally of the United States during the Korean War of 1950-53. 

 This phase came to an end with the U.S. recognising the PRC as the legitimate government 

of China in 1979, ending its official relationship with Taiwan and abrogating its mutual 

defence treaty with the island. 
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 Taiwan business entities have invested heavily in mainland China and the two economies 

have become increasingly integrated. 

 Between 1991 and 2020, the stock of Taiwanese capital invested in China reached U.S. 

$188.5 billion and bilateral trade in 2019 was U.S. $150 billion, about 15% of Taiwan’s GDP. 

 By the same token, China is capable of inflicting acute economic pain on Taiwan through 

coercive policies if the island is seen to drift towards an independent status. 

Role of USA 

 The U.S. does not support a declaration of independence by Taiwan. 

 It has gradually reversed the policy of avoiding official-level engagements with the Taiwan 

government. 

 Successive governments have had on and off relations with Taiwan. 

 S. defence personnel have been, unannounced, training with their Taiwanese counterparts 

for some time. 

 Recently, a U.S. nuclear-powered submarine reportedly ran into an “unidentified object” 

while in the South China Sea. 

Way forward: 

 It is understandable that Taiwan is not the priority of India’s foreign policy as the present 

government is interested in big power diplomacy. But India should not neglect Taiwan at the 

cost of its national interests. 

 Even as India launches its “Act East” policy and ambitious initiatives such as “Make in India”, 

it is time to highlight the importance of Taiwan for an emerging India and bring the India-

Taiwan relationship into focus. 

 As India becomes more and more important in Taiwan’s policy, it is time for Indian policy 

makers to review India’s Taiwan policy and fashion a new approach. 

 Greater cooperation between India and Taiwan could prove critical in helping New Delhi and 

Taipei achieve their economic goals at home and their strategic aims in the region. 

 It is time to acknowledge the importance of India-Taiwan relations. India should consider its 

own interests not the third party’s ones, when it thinks of developing relations with Taiwan 

or other countries. 

Energy cooperation is one of the foundations of India and Russia relationship’s special 

and privileged strategic partnership but there is much more potential left to be 

harnessed by both sides in this aspect. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference:  The Hindu 
Why the question: 
At the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Russia’s Vladivostok, Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in a virtual address said, “India-Russia energy partnership can help bring stability to the global 
energy market.” 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about Enerergy cooperation in India-Russia ties and steps that are needed to engage 
further. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the India and Russia relationship’s special and privileged strategic partnership 
and its various components. 
Body: 
First, write the historical context and development of energy cooperation between India and Russia. 
Write in detail various aspects and dimensions of energy cooperation between both ountires. 
Next, write about the shortfalls and reasons for limited growth between India and Russia. 
Next, write about steps that are required for deeper engagement and cooperation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

India has been at the forefront of the transformation of global energy and striving to diversify its 

trade relations. With its abundant energy sources and appetite for trade diversification, Russia could 

be an ultimate long-term partner. In September, at the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in 

Russia’s Vladivostok, Indian Prime Minister in a virtual address said, “India-Russia energy 

partnership can help bring stability to the global energy market.” 

With Russia China axis growing stronger, there have been some political apprehensions from Indian 

side for stronger ties with our long weather friend. This needs to be overcome to reinvigorate better 

coordination. 

Body 

Energy cooperation between India-Russia 

 Joint-ventures: One of the examples of cooperation between the two countries in energy 

transformation is the joint venture between India’s Reliance Industries Ltd. and Russia’s 

Sibur, the country’s largest petrochemicals producer. 

o Set up in Jamnagar, Gujarat, the venture now leads the first butyl and halogenated 

butyl rubber production facility in South Asia. 

o Russia’s Gazprom and India’s ONGC Videsh Ltd. (OVL) and the Indian Oil 

Corporation signed separate memorandums of understanding at Vladivostok. 

 Technology transfer: Sibur, is bringing to India unique technology, which is not commercially 

available in the market and the most advanced in terms of ecological footprint. 

o The project will tremendously support the growth of India’s auto industry by 

securing uninterrupted critical raw material supply. 

 Nuclear cooperation: Russian companies have been involved in the construction of six 

nuclear reactors in the Kudankulam nuclear power project at Tamil Nadu. 

o Of these, unit 1 and unit 2 have been operating at total capacity. 
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o Furthermore, India and Russia secure the potential of designing a nuclear reactor 

specifically for developing countries, which is a promising area of cooperation. 

o Eg: Roopur nuclear plant in Bangladesh. 

Reasons for limited growth 

The current bilateral exchange rate needs to accelerate for India to grasp its potential from energy 

transformation. 

 India’s growing proximity to the United States: Rapidly expanding ties and growing defence 

relationship between India and US and, India joining quadrilateral group led by the US has 

led to a strategic shift in Russia’s foreign policy. 

o For Russia it has been a period of great hostility with West, thus pushing it to align 

with China. 

 One-dimensional trade: Trade has been one-dimensional i.e. defence based. The trade in 

2017-18 was $10.7 billion, which is far below potential in comparison to India’s trade with 

China ($89.7 billion), the United States ($74.5 billion). 

 Leaning with China: Increasing strategic military relations between Russia China also 

impacted India Russia relations. Russia has sold advanced military technology to Beijing, 

endorsed China’s One Belt One Road. 

o There has also been concern about Moscow leaning toward Beijing in forums like 

the BRICS. 

 Distance and language barriers: With Afghanistan turmoil, the future of INSTC is in limbo. 

Easier routes to Russia can elevate energy cooperation. There is also language barrier that 

exists which hinders better partnership in energy and renewables. 

Steps for deeper engagement beyond 

 Improving trade relations: In 2017 trade between both countries increased by 20%. Two 

countries decided to reach USD 30 billion investment goal by 2025. In this direction, India 

Russia Strategic Economic Dialogue was started in 2018. 

 India participated in Eastern Economic Forum (2020) which aims to support the economic 

development of Russia’s resource rich Far East. 

o Also, India has extended a $1 billion line of credit for the development of this 

region. 

o Also, proposal for maritime route between Chennai and Vladivostok has been 

made. 

 FTA: There are talks of the signing of an FTA between Indian and the Eurasian Economic 

Union (EEU). 

 Strengthening Energy and science & technology cooperation: Cooperation in development 

of oil in Russia including its arctic shelf and joint development of projects on the shelf of 

the Pechora and Okhotsk Seas. 
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o g. Vankorneft and Taas-Yuryakh in Russia and the participation of the PJSC Rosneft 

oil company in the Essar Oil capital. 

 Indispensable partner: Unknowns of climate change and threats of a new pandemic suggest 

that the country should accelerate its energy transition. Russia, one of the key global players 

across the energy market, could emerge as an indispensable partner for such a transition. 

Conclusion 

To meet its growing energy demand and succeed in green transformation, India needs 

approximately U.S.$500 billion of investments in wind and solar infrastructure, grid expansion, and 

storage to reach the 450 GW capacity target by 2030. Therefore, more efforts are needed to expand 

cooperation with such partners as Russia. 
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