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C H I E F  M I N I S T E R ’ S  M E S S A G E

GUJARAT MARCHING AHEAD FROM RESOLUTION TO REALITY

THE vision of our beloved Prime Minister
Narendrabhai Modiji is very clear. He
pointed out while initially presenting

his thoughts on the subject,“It is important
to know about this because there are some

people who doubt the capabilities of
Indians.They are saying it is very
difficult for India to achieve this
goal. However, it would be a matter
of courage for new possibilities, of
the sacrificial fire of development,
while serving Maa Bharati, and
dreaming of New India”.What we
need is a strong will to turn the
resolutions into hard reality.

I am much pleased to learn that
the Indian Express Group is
publishing a special Report on
Gujarat “Marching Ahead-From
Resolution to Reality”, showcasing
the achievements of the
Government and Private Sectors. I
extend my best wishes to the Indian
Express Group and for the success
of the Publication.

Vijay Rupani
Chief Minister, Gujarat State

“Everyone is a stakeholder in this country”
–PM Narendra Modi 
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D E P U T Y  C H I E F  M I N I S T E R ' S  M E S S A G E

Gujarat is one of the most industrially
advanced states of India. Driven by its
entrepreneurial spirit and innovative

outlook, the state is propelling the country's
growth to greater heights. The state has shown

remarkable growth in the agricultural
sector. Gujarat's infrastructure like
good roads and uninterrupted power
supply speaks for itself. Together with
its outstanding social infrastructure
and a cosmopolitan culture, it makes
Gujarat the best state to live and to do
business in.

Gujarat has made its presence felt in
all sectors. The best of the corporates
across sectors have their centre in the
state. A quick glance at the state's
achievements shows that it ranks
among the top states in various
sectors.

Economic growth and industrial
development, rich labour pool, policy
incentives, and facilitating
infrastructure are the major
advantages offered by the vibrant state
of Gujarat. The efforts of the Indian
Express Group to showcase the

achievements of Gujarat through its special report
“Gujarat-Marching Ahead From Resolution to
Reality” are noteworthy.

My heartiest best wishes.

Nitin Patel
Deputy Chief Minister, Gujarat State
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C O V E R  S T O R Y

G
UJARAT has achieved the
distinction of being one of
the most holistically devel-
oped states, prosperous on
all fronts. Gujarat is on a

roll in all the spheres under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Vijay Rupani,
making huge strides on development, be
it industry, infrastructure, social sector
growth or prevention of crime. 

The saga of development which
started with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi when he was CM of Gujarat, with
the involvement of the enterprising peo-
ple of the state, was expected to be af-
fected after he left the state, but  Rupani
stepped into his large shoes and proved
that the state continues on the path of
development taken up by Modi. Along-
side a remarkable growth rate, the state
has found ways of inclusive growth. Gu-
jarat has been a success story of socio-
economic growth and good governance.
It’s a recipe made up of construction,
collaboration, community participation
and culture. It has seen impressive
growth on all parameters. This is evi-
dent from the state of its major sectors.

Soaring Industrial Development
Gujarat is reaching pinnacles of In-

dustrial Development and is soaring
high with multiple accomplishments na-
tionally and internationally in the indus-
trial sector. It is one of the few states in
the country that has drawn up policies
for the rapid and balanced growth of in-
dustries, making it the most preferred
destination not only for investors in the
country but also for foreign investors.
Having adopted a well planned indus-
trial policy, Gujarat recently added one
more feather of achievement by acquir-
ing a greater share of investment inten-
tions from the industrial sector. In a re-
cent report released by the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, Government of India, it has been
stated that Gujarat achieved double For-
eign Direct Investment (FDI) in the first
6 months of Financial Year 2019-20 com-
pared to the FDI it secured in the entire
previous financial year. 

Furthermore, in another report it
was stated that Gujarat is at the fore-

front of industrial investments with a
share of 51% registered IEMs (Indus-
trial Entrepreneur Memoranda) in In-
dia. The influx of a large amount of in-
vestment from within the nation as well

as internationally, demonstrates the effi-
ciency of the industrial policies of the
Government of Gujarat in the last three
years. Another noteworthy fact is that
despite having only 5% of the total popu-

lation of India, Gujarat contributes 7.3%
to the total GDP of the country which
shows the commitment of the state gov-
ernment towards the growth of the
state, its economy and labour force.

The government’s action plan, the
role of the public and private sectors,
and the status of foreign entrepreneurs
and foreign capital investment are con-
sidered as the basic pillars for industrial
development. These recent achieve-
ments of Gujarat in the industrial sec-
tor demonstrate that the Government
of Gujarat has highly emphasised the in-
clusion of these three important factors
in its policies. 

The focus on ease of doing business
in the state has led to Gujarat achieving
this distinction. Industrialists seeking
to set up industries in Gujarat get land
and necessary approvals easily. There
are arrangements for online acceptance
of applications. Various facilities are of-
fered as per set criteria to promote ease
of doing business. 

Gujarat is a manufacturing as well as
an automobile hub of India. With an in-
crease in FDI, Gujarat has witnessed a
larger inflow of new investments in the
manufacturing sector. Good governance
has been redefined by Gujarat. By imple-
menting the No Pendency and People
Friendly-Industry Policy, the scope of in-
vestment in Gujarat has been made free of
hurdles. In the last three years, out of
2,574 big industries set up in the country,
735  have been set up in Gujarat.

Start-up destination
Gujarat has also emerged as the

most preferred destination for 43%
funded start-ups. The state is at the
forefront in the start-up sector owing to
the simple policies and norms formu-
lated by the state government for the
sector. Interactive start-up portals, ef-
fectively implemented  incubators and
start-up policies have made the start-up
ecosystem in Gujarat the best and the
state the most preferred destination.
Local universities, and start-ups in
higher education institutions have been
given opportunities to develop and
shape their ideas and concepts. 

Young start-ups in the state have got

GUJARAT
From resolution to reality

THE HUGE INFLOW OF INVESTMENT FROM
WITHIN INDIA AND ABROAD SHOWS THE
EFFICACY OF THE INDUSTRIAL POLICIES OF THE
STATE GOVERNMENT. DESPITE HAVING ONLY 5%
OF THE TOTAL POPULATION OF INDIA, GUJARAT
CONTRIBUTES 7.3% TO THE COUNTRY’S GDP 
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ample opportunities to develop and ex-
pand through financial assistance, on-
line application, monitoring, and track-
ing facility. An assistance of `10 lakh is
provided for raw materials and re-
sources necessary for the innovative
concept of start-ups. Apart from this, in-
cubators are given capital assistance of
up to 50%, guidance assistance of up to
`5 lakh per annum and exemption in
power tariff and electricity duty.

Gujarat has more than 1500 regis-
tered start-ups. So far, more than 250
start-ups in Gujarat have been provided
financial assistance of `30 crore, while
the various start ups have provided
more than 4 ,000 people with employ-
ment opportunities. 

The start-up culture has also gained
momentum due to the inspiring ap-
proach of the Government. Assistance
is also being provided for start-up inno-
vations through iCreate, which, with the
cooperation of Israel, has given an op-
portunity to the youth to share ideas
and technology.

Given the importance and potential
of this entire eco-system of start-ups in
Gujarat, the upcoming Start-up Con-
vention of BIMSTEC countries includ-
ing India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myan-
mar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Nepal is
going to be held in Gujarat.

Moving towards Sustainable Devel-
opment

Gujarat has emerged as the growth
engine for the Indian economy. The
well-planned development is the result
of the far-sightedness of its leaders who
implemented the growth formula in a
way that it continues to reap the bene-
fits of works initiated years ago. A vi-
sionary and futuristic plan is essential
for holistic development, as it acknowl-
edges the challenges that may come up

in the time ahead.
An increasing population demands

infrastructural development including
affordable housing, healthcare system,
education system, well-connected
transportation system, sewage system,
electricity, and communications along
with social development, a sustainable
environment and an atmosphere to
continuously thrive for better stan-
dards of living.

Gujarat is rapidly developing in the
infrastructure sector with its visionary
planning and fast-paced approvals of de-
velopment plans and town planning
schemes through transparency in ad-
ministration. Hence, to systematically
develop cities and towns, the Town
Planning and Valuation Department,
under the Urban Development and Ur-
ban Housing Department, prepares a

ten-year macro-level ‘Development
Plan’ . Next, micro-level “Town Planning
Schemes” are prepared which cover an
approximate area of 100 hectares each.
The concept of micro-planning of the
urban area using the Town Planning
Scheme is practised successfully only in
Gujarat, ensuring well-planned and sys-
tematic development in and around the
respective jurisdictions of local authori-
ties in the state.

The rapid urban development in Gu-
jarat is a result of fast-paced approval of
200 TP schemes and 12 Development
Plans in the last two years with the ut-
most transparency. 

Boosting Agricultural Development
Farmers are the pulse of the nation,

and the adage is no different for Gujarat.
Gujarat has written a new tale of devel-

GUJARAT has become
a role model for the

nation’s development as
various steps have been taken
towards the development of the
state. The state government
has a low-cost housing system
with special concern for the
poor and the middle class.
Slums have been transformed
into constructed houses and
the keys to these homes have
been given to the beneficiaries
with complete transparency
under various schemes of the
Government of Gujarat.
Increase in the number of
employment opportunities in
the construction sector will
boost the economic growth of
the state. More than 45% of the
population lives in urban areas
and around 55% of the
population of Gujarat lives in
rural areas. This has led to the
inclusion of Ahmedabad and
Surat of Gujarat in the list of
the fastest growing cities in 
the world.” 

Vijay Rupani
Chief Minister, Gujarat

■■■
GUJARAT has been a leader in
every field. In order to ensure
peace and security in the
society, proper compliance with
law and order is essential. As
the global challenges of
cybercrime have arisen in the
changing times, optimal use of
technology is essential to keep
control over law and order and
the Government of Gujarat’s
initiatives like ‘AASHVAST’
and ‘VISWAS’ project will be
fruitful in this direction. Under
this project, everything can be
monitored and analysed for
each city of the state by
installing CCTVs.”

Amit Shah
Union Home Minister

■■■
THE kite festival has over the
years become truly
international, having drawn
global attention to the annual
event and reflecting the Indian
ethos of ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’, which holds that
the world is one family. It
reflects the Gujarat develo-
pment model of soaring high in
the sky and achieving new
milestones. The kite festival
which coincides with
Makar Sankranti when

GUJARAT HAS ALSO EMERGED AS THE MOST
PREFERRED DESTINATION FOR 43% OF FUNDED
START-UPS.THE STATE HAS TAKEN THE LEAD IN
THE SECTOR OWING TO THE SIMPLE POLICIES
AND NORMS FORMULATED BY GOVERNMENT 
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opment in the agricultural sector. Time
and again, the state government
through its policies and schemes has re-
iterated its commitment towards farm-
ers. Pioneering policies, innovative
schemes and programmes and technol-
ogy intervention has worked like a
health supplement for the hard work of
the farmers of Gujarat, contributing to
the historic growth of the agriculture
sector and farmers’ income. 

Gujarat continues to lead the coun-
try in agricultural development despite
huge geographical and environmental
challenges. In a state with diverse topo-
graphical features and challenges in dif-
ferent regions, practising farming and
making it a profitable profession is not
easy. Despite challenges like water
scarcity, sandy soil, excessive salinity in
the water, unseasonal rains and
drought, Gujarat has successfully made
various achievements in the agriculture
sector. Apart from being at the forefront
with high agricultural growth rate, Gu-
jarat also ranks first in the production
of many crops in India.

Along with the hard work and dedi-
cation of the farmers, the various new
agricultural policies, schemes and inno-
vative initiatives of the state have
largely contributed to the accomplish-
ments of Gujarat in the field of agricul-
tural development. With these progres-
sive policies of the state government,
the farmers of Gujarat have not only ex-
celled in traditional farming but are en-
gaged in commercial farming, which has
contributed to their prosperity and has
brought betterment in their standards
of living.

The agricultural development of
Gujarat has also been a success story.
The well-known Soil Health Card
which examines the health of the soil of
a farm was first started in Gujarat.
Through Krishi Mahotsav,  farmers
were informed about new techniques
of farming with Lab to Land concept.
The state government revolutionised
milk production by organising Cattle
Fairs (Pashu Melas. During his tenure
as the Chief Minister, Narendra Modi
made the farmers realise how they can
make agriculture a profitable business
by incorporating these innovative
farming techniques.

Similarly, the Government has en-

sured water in every corner of the state
for irrigation with different schemes
and initiatives for irrigation such as
SAUNI Yojana, Sujalam Suflam Yojana,
Sujalam Suflam Jal Abhiyan, Sardar
Sarovar Dam and Lift irrigation
scheme. It is because of the success of
these schemes and initiatives that Gu-
jarat has remained at the forefront of
agriculture development in India for the
past one and a half decades.

The government has made com-
mendable efforts for the development
and prosperity of the farmers in Gu-
jarat. Every farm has electricity and wa-
ter. The government supports farmers
at every step, right from sowing of seeds
to the selling of crops. From providing
agricultural loans at 0% rate of interest
for expenses incurred on buying seeds,
fertilisers, and other heads to micro ir-
rigation system to compensation for
loss in the case of natural disasters on
the final produce to purchasing crops at
Minimum Support Price, the state gov-
ernment has always supported the
farmers. To double the income of farm-
ers, a unique initiative called the Surya
Shakti Kisan Yojana has been started.
Thousands of farmers have benefitted
from this scheme. Reiterating the com-
mitment towards farmers, Chief Minis-
ter Vijay Rupani dedicated the Good
Governance Day to farmers on the occa-
sion of former Prime Minister the Late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee's birth anniversary
on 25th December 2019 and announced a
compensation of `3,795-crore for the

losses incurred by the farmers due to
unseasonal rain.

Gujarat leads the country with an av-
erage Agricultural Growth Rate of 9.3%.
The contribution of agricultural devel-
opment to the GDP of Gujarat increased
9 times to `1,68,432 crore in the year
2017-18 compared to the year 2000. Gu-
jarat leads the country with 30% share
in cotton and groundnut production,
95% castor production and production
of fennel and cumin.

Ensuring Education
Gujarat is emerging as the Education

hub of India with its ‘Study in Gujarat’
campaign. The campaign invites stu-
dents from across the globe to study in
the safe and secure environment of Gu-
jarat and engage in cultural exchanges
amidst its huge diversity. Roadshows
have been organised in various cities of
India as well as internationally. The
quality of education at the primary level
is improving by leaps and bounds.  

Youth empowerment 
National Youth day

“A nation with a large youth popula-
tion should have many objectives and
unbounded dreams” – Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

On the occasion of Swami
Vivekananda’s birth anniversary, cele-
brated as the National Youth Day, Yug
Purush Yuva Parishad was organised at
Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar on
12th January, 2020. Vijay Rupani ap-
pealed  to the youth of the state to come
forward and contribute to the making of
New India and nation-building by bring-
ing in innovation in fields like agricul-
ture, engineering, energy, through ini-
tiatives like Skill India, Startup India, as
it would ensure growth in employment
opportunities. The Government of Gu-
jarat is also committed to providing em-
ployment opportunities through such
pioneering initiatives. 

March/April 2020
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scientifically the Sun is
marching away from

Tropic of Capricorn, when days
become longer than nights,
leading us from darkness to
light, as reflected in age-old
adage ‘Tamasoma
Jyotirgamaya’, celebrating the
harvest festival of Spring
across the fields, and infusing
energy and enthusiasm among
the people.” 

Acharya Devvrat
Governor of Gujarat 

OPPORTUNITIES
ABOUND 
Bavaliya Vijaykumar
Jadavbhai
Institute:  Government ITI,
Kubernagar

“Training provided under
Apprenticeship Scheme gave
me a practical view of the
theories that I read in the
books. This opportunity
developed my professional
thoughts and gave me a new
skill which is beneficial even in
my current employment”.

Current salary or Business
Turnover : 
`10,00,000 per annum

Benefits of the scheme: It
assists in developing
professional & personal ideas
and thoughts and provides
exposure to the industry

Vadodara Vision
Chief Minister Vijay Rupani

laid the foundation stone and
performed Bhoomi pujan for
development works worth 
`170 crore at the development
function on Atal Good
Governance Day organised by
the Vadodara Municipal
Corporation. These works
include the latest STP in
Bhayli, water supply, health and
transportation works. He also
flagged off 20 new buses for
urban bus services. He
honoured fire service personnel
of Vadodara and handed over
the documents of houses to the
residents of Tulsiwadi area. He
distributed prizes to Ganesh
Mandal who won the
competition organised by the
Vadodara Municipal
Corporation under the Swachh
Vadodara campaign. 

He informed the
Vadodarians, “The State

ALONG WITH THE HARD WORK AND DEDICATION
OF THE STATE’S FARMERS, IT IS THE VARIOUS
NEW POLICIES, SCHEMES AND INNOVATIVE
INITIATIVES OF STATE GOVERNMENT THAT ARE
BEHIND THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF GUJARAT IN THE
FIELD OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT



GUJARAT MARCHING AHEAD FROM RESOLUTION TO REALITY

March/April 2020

8

Speaking about inclusive develop-
ment, the Chief Minister said, “Swami
Vivekananda had given the mantra of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world is
one family) to the world and the mes-
sage to move beyond discrimination on
the basis of caste and religion. With an
aim to achieve inclusive development,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi be-
lieves in ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas and
Sabka Vishwas’ 

Key initiatives of the state govern-
ment for the youth 

Youth empowerment is the focal
point of development for Gujarat and
through skill development and ample
apprenticeship opportunities under
Mukhyamantri Apprenticeship Yojana,
Gujarat had the highest number of regis-
tered units and highest apprentice en-
gagement in India during 2018-19.

With regard to youth empowerment,
the State Youth Board has been re-
named Swami Vivekanand – Gujarat
Rajya Yuva Board. It is a youth organi-
sation working towards “Samutkarsh”
Gujarat. A sum of `21,000 is given for
ensuring that the benefits of the state
government’s developmental schemes
reach the beneficiaries.

A Yoga board has also been set up
with the aim of promoting yoga in Gu-
jarat, having the motto of ‘a healthy
mind and a healthy body for all citizens’.  

Another initiative for the youth, Khel
Mahakumbh has been organised to pro-
vide sportsmen with opportunities to
excel not just nationally but also inter-

nationally.  The valedictory ceremony of
Khel Mahakumbh-2019 was held at
Trans Stadia in Ahmedabad on 22nd
December, 2019 and felicitated out-
standing players. The  mission is to en-
courage sports amongst the youth
through Swarnim Sports University
and the Sports Authority of Gujarat and
has resulted in the establishment of 15
sports schools at the district level.

CYBER SECURITY
Gujarat strengthens its security 
resolve 

To provide for a safe and secure en-
vironment and a well-organised law and
order system and to establish and en-
sure a dedicated and transparent work
system for the Gujarat Police, AASH-
VAST and VISWAS project have been
launched. These important tools will
help catch criminals who cheat people
through the medium of internet.
VISWAS enhances the security of the
people of the state and builds confi-
dence in the police and their prepared-
ness to ward off crime.

Cyber crime is increasing day by day,
being manifested in the form of online

financial frauds, cyber bullying, spread-
ing malware and viruses, hacking,
phishing, etc. These many facets of cy-
ber crime hamper our right to privacy,
freedom of expression, and the free flow
of information. 

Hence, to prevent and detect cyber-
crimes, the state continues to
strengthen its law and order mechan-
nism. To fulfill this promise of cyber se-
curity, Union Home Minister Amit Shah
launched the Cyber AASHVAST and
VISWAS (Video Integration and State-
Wide Advance Security) project of Gu-
jarat police on 11th January, 2020. The
projects aim to prevent and detect cy-
ber crimes, enhance cyber security in
the state, and trace the roots of cyber
criminals, ensuring cyber security in the
state of Gujarat.

Cyber AASHVAST
Cybercrime Prevention Unit

Gujarat’s first cybercrime prevention
unit will make people aware of cyber
fraud and cybercriminal activities. The
portal will have the largest database of
phone numbers used in cyber fraud.
The Cybercrime police will take immedi-

ate action based on information through
helpline numbers 112 and 100. The police
will contact the person to save them
from financial loss and will also inform
about the action taken.

Cyber Security Lab
The Police will help in securing citi-

zen’s phones and other digital devices.
It will examine threats to mobiles from
malware and viruses. Touchscreen
kiosks will be placed in all cyber cells of
the state. These facilities under the cy-
ber security lab will be provided to the
public free of cost. 

Anti-Cyber Bullying Cell
This cell will provide assistance to

those facing online harassment. It will
spread awareness to victims regarding
the usage of social media. The victim’s
identity will be kept a secret, to guard
their privacy. 

Cyber VISWAS  
VISWAS Project is a major e-gov-

ernance initiative of the Home De-
partment, Government of Gujarat and
the first of its kind in the country cov-
ering Tier-I,II and III cities for estab-
lishment of a CCTV Camera based
safety and integrated Traffic Manage-
ment System in 41 cities across the
state including 34 district headquar-
ters and 7 tourist places. 

‘Netram’ Command and Control
Centre of each district will be connected
to the State Command and Control 
Centre ‘Trinetra’. Active traffic man-

Government has prepared the
framework for all-round develo-
pment of Vishwamitri river
from Pavagadh to the coast. It is
our pledge to keep Vishwamitri
pure and clean.” He also
inaugurated a Water Filtration
Plant set up by the Vadodara
Administration in Nankana
Chikhodra village of Vadodara.
“By setting up a rural STP, the
Vadodara district
administration has set a great
example of good governance at
the village level. Other villages in
Gujarat should also follow this
initiative of Chikhodra village
and set up more such units,” he
said. Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani inaugurated the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Institute of
Policy Research and
International Studies Bhavan at
the M.S. University in Vadodara.
A grant of ̀ 4 crore has been
made by the Government of
Gujarat for this institute.

TO ENSURE A SECURE ENVIRONMENT AND PUT
IN PLACE A PROPER LAW ENFORCEMENT
SYSTEM,AASHVAST AND VISWAS PROJECT HAS
BEEN LAUNCHED.THESE TOOLS WILL HELP CATCH
THOSE WHO CHEAT PEOPLE THROUGH INTERNET  

C O V E R  S T O R Y
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agement, control, and enforcement and
investigation of criminal incidents and
video forensics are a part of VISWAS.
Enhancement of police’s efficiency by
Force Multiplier Effects will be done un-
der this project.  For road safety and ur-
ban mobility, traffic regulation will be
ensured and action against violators will
be taken. Street-level security for
women, children and senior citizens is
going to be provided.

There’s a Public Safety Infrastruc-
ture Management Cell for effective op-
eration of VISWAS and other technol-
ogy projects. Soon there is going to be in
place a detection system for vehicles
driving on the wrong-side of the road,
crowd detection, camera tampering
detection, Vehicle counting and Intru-
sion detection. 

Anti-social elements, criminals and
people engaging in sabotage are going
to be under observation.

Post incident investigation and use
of video forensics tools to identify crim-
inals engaged in hit-and-run cases, in-
vestigate incidents and identify vehicles
will also be ensured.

The project has many other features
like stringent security for all cities, dis-
trict headquarters and tourist places

and unattended baggage/object detec-
tion system. 

One of the major impacts of the proj-
ect on citizens will be especially with the
E-Challan System, as less face to face in-
teraction with police officials reduces
the probability of corruption. This re-
duces crime and creates a sense of safe
and secure environment and improves
traffic conditions, as also improved citi-
zen behaviour in public places.

For policy makers it will mean im-
proved decision making, proper plan-
ning & deployment of resources, besides
better enforcement of traffic rules, cen-
tralised viewing and monitoring, Disas-
ter management in case of any natural
/man-made catastrophe.

For the police department there will
be an increased awareness regarding
traffic rules, improved traffic manage-

ment and control, deterrence and detec-
tion of crime. There will be proactive
monitoring, identification and appre-
hension of offenders. Better crowd man-
agement and control during big rallies
and events and identification of miscre-
ants during any aggressive demonstra-
tion or protest is expected on account of
the initiative. 

Empowering the Youth
Mukhyamantri Apprenticeship Yojana

For more than a decade and a half,
Gujarat has made commendable efforts
in providing education, skill develop-
ment and employment opportunities to
the youth. There has been a commit-
ment towards providing a secure future
to the youth by providing employment
through Employment Exchange Office
and Rojgar Melas. Youth empowerment

is the focal point of development for Gu-
jarat state.

The Mukhyamantri Apprenticeship
Scheme is one such scheme that moti-
vates the youth and provides impetus
towards skill development and assists
them in tapping employment opportu-
nities in Gujarat according to their
skills. Along with making the youth
skilled, financial assistance is provided to
the establishment resulting in increase
in the number of skilled and certified
manpower.

To realise the dream of a New Gu-
jarat, it is important that the youth of
Gujarat get adequate opportunities to
realise their maximum potential, in line
with ‘National Apprenticeship Promo-
tion Scheme’ and National Apprentice-
ship Training Scheme (NATS). As an in-
dependent proactive initiative, Gujarat
is the only state to push a scheme like
the Mukhyamantri Apprenticeship Yo-
jana which targets engaging one lakh
apprentices in the current financial
year. The scheme is implemented by the
Directorate of Employment and Train-
ing under the Labour & Employment
Department. Collectors at the district
level are involved in mobilising estab-
lishments and youth of the state to en-
gage/apply for an apprenticeship. Incen-
tives are provided over and above the
benefits offered by the NAPS and NATS
of the Government of India. On the Ap-
prentice Portal, Gujarat is at the fore-
front with the registration of 17,867
units, accounting for 26% of the total
registrations.

GOVERNANCE
Mukhyamantri Sathe Mokla Mane

The interactive programme
‘Mukhyamantri Sathe Mokla Mane’ ini-
tiated by the Chief Minister of Gujarat
Vijay Rupani is an open-hearted con-
versation with the people of various
communities across Gujarat. The peo-
ple of the underprivileged class are
overwhelmed to be invited at the CM
residence by the Chief Minister and are
appreciative of his undivided attention
to their grievances and quick solutions
to their problems. In the first 5 editions
of the programme, the Chief Minister
has interacted with slumdwellers,
teachers, handicapped people, repre-
sentatives of nomadic tribes and the
saltpan workers. In the 6th edition of
Mukhyamantri Sathe Mokla Mane, held
on 4th January, 2020, the Chief Minis-
ter invited 65 fishermen of the state and
had a one to one conversation with
them at the CM residence.

He assured the fishermen that fisher-
men from other states will not be 
allowed to catch fish in the territorial
seawaters of Gujarat without the 
permission of the state government,

THE ‘MUKHYAMANTRI SATHE MOKLA MANE’
INITIATED BY THE CHIEF MINISTER OF GUJARAT,
VIJAY RUPANI,ALLOWS HIM TO ENGAGE FREELY
WITH PEOPLE FROM THE WEAKER SECTIONS OF
SOCIETY AND ADDRESS THEIR PROBLEMS 
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that arrangements for big trawlers
would be made and appropriate actions
would be taken for the livelihood of
small fishermen. Intense efforts are be-
ing made with the help of the Govern-
ment of India to bring back the fisher-
men of Gujarat who had inadvertently
crossed the border and were detained
in Pakistan. The state government pro-
vides financial assistance of `300 per
day to the families of each of such de-
tained fishermen for their subsistence. 

In order to make fishing easier and
more beneficial, robust steps will be
taken by the Fisheries Department.
Special works are being done under
Sagarkhedu Yojana, to ensure that the
future generations of fishermen do not
lag behind and are able to avail benefits
of the development in the state. The
state will take all the necessary steps to
develop inland and marine fishery. Con-
sidered ‘Sagar Khedut’ (farmers of the
sea), Kisan Credit Cards will now be
provided to fishermen as well. The
process of developing 9 new harbours is
under progress in Gujarat. For this, a
project worth `1,200 crore has been
started in consultation with the Govern-
ment of India.

TOURISM
Gujarat Nahi Dekha To Kuchh Nahi
Dekha

The colourful International Kite Fes-
tival which brings together master kite
makers and flyers from all over the
world to demonstrate their unique kites,
in its 31st edition, was inaugurated on
7th January 2020 at the Sabarmati
Riverfront. 153 participants from 43
countries and 115 participants from 12
states in India participated in it to show-
case their kite-flying skills. The increas-
ing popularity of the Kite Festival has re-
sulted in the size of the kite-making
industry increasing from `20 crore to
`600 crore. 

Books on places of tourist interest
are published by the Tourism Depart-
ment. 

Popular festivals like Rann Utsav,
Tana Riri Music Festival, Uttarardha
Mahotsav at Modhera Sun Temple and
Festivals at Somnath, Dwarka have put
Gujarat on the global tourism map. The
world’s tallest statue, the Statue of
Unity, has attracted over 35 lakh visitors
during one year. 
In full bloom 

Flower show 2020
Amidst a sea of flowers, the 8th

Flower Show 2020 opened on 4th Janu-
ary 2020, continuing until 19th Janu-
ary, 2020. This year the theme of the
Flower Show was the 150th Birth An-
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi. Spread
over 88,500 square metres, with 10 lakh
plants and 750 varieties of plants, the ma-
jor attractions of the Flower Show 2020
were Flower Sculptures depicting Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s Salt March, Dandi Satya-
graha, Charkha, Gandhi’s Three Mon-
keys, etc. There were Flower Sculptures
on Sports, Fire and Emergency Services,
Save Water Theme,  re-use and recycle
theme, among others. 

Smart and  innovative features were
the additions at the programme this year.
They included a smart parking facility
mobile application that gave information
on occupied and available parking spots,
and electric bus service for free from the
parking to the Flower Show. BRTS Elec-
tric bus service was also available for free
pick-up from the Flower Show and drop
to the International Kite Festival 2020. 

Snapshots
Many milestones  
CM Rupani launches Gujarat’s 7th Eco-
nomic Census process 

Chief Minister Vijay Rupani launched
the 7th Economic Census process (car-
ried out by the Union Ministry of Statis-
tics and Programme Implementation
with the help of Common Service Centre)
in Gujarat on 15th January, 2020. 

About 40,000 enumerators will use a
mobile application for the first time to

gather information under the guidance of
6,500 supervisors. They will visit door to
door for basic information like members
of the family, their economic activity,
whether it is a shop, office or factory. The
collection process will continue till 30th
June, 2020. The data compiled by 30th
September, 2020 will be classified on vil-
lage, taluka, district-basis.

Government of Gujarat launches Gu-
jarat Land Bank Portal 

On 7th January, 2020, the Govern-
ment of Gujarat launched the Gujarat
Land Bank Portal as assistance to in-
vestors worldwide who are looking for-
ward to setting up an industry in Gujarat.
The Land Bank allows potential investors
globally to identify suitable land parcels
transparently and quickly since the infor-
mation is just a few clicks away.

Land Bank will have information on all
available land parcels under GIDC (Gu-
jarat Industrial Development Corpora-
tion), Dholera Special Investment Region,
Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemi-
cals Investment Region (PCPIR), Special
Economic Zones (SEZs), Private Indus-
trial Parks, Textile Parks and Logistics
Parks, etc. It provides plot-wise details to
investors along with the surrounding in-
frastructure of Rail, Road, Airport, Ports,
Power/Water/Gas grids networks, PHCs,
ITIs, schools, hospitals, etc.

CM Rupani felicitates participants at
Khel Mahakumbh-2019

The valedictory ceremony of Khel
Mahakumbh-2019 held at Trans Stadia in
Ahmedabad on 22nd December, 2019, felic-

itated outstanding players. The state gov-
ernment is on a mission to encourage
sports amongst the youth through
Swarnim Sports University and Sports
Authority of Gujarat which has resulted
in the establishment of 15 sports schools
at the district level.

Mangrove cover 
Gujarat has recorded the highest rise in

mangrove cover in India. As per Forest
Survey of India 2019, the mangrove cover
in Gujarat has increased by 37 sq. km,
which is the highest expansion recorded
in the country. The mangrove cover in Gu-
jarat has increased from 1,107 sq. km in
2015 to 1,177 sq. km in 2019.  The state has
15 mangrove species. The mangrove
cover has increased by 54 sq. km in India..

CM flags off Tejas Express
India’s second private train “Tejas Ex-

press”, from Ahmedabad to Mumbai, was
flagged off by the CM on 17th January,
2020. The Tejas Express manages one-
way travel from Ahmedabad to Mumbai
in 6 hours at 160 km per hour and runs 6
days a week. The train is equipped with
modern technology, including LED
screens for the executive coach, auto sen-
sor dustbin, CCTVs, fire safety facilities
and on-board shopping. The major issues
being faced by the  railways in Gujarat
and the development of the
Kevadiya–Vadodara railway line for the
visitors to the Statue of Unity were dis-
cussed at a recent meeting.  On the occa-
sion, the ongoing work at the Gandhina-
gar Railway station was reviewed.

Encouraging handlooms and handicrafts
An MoU was signed between Gujarat

State Handloom & Handicrafts Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd.(GSHHDC) and
Flipkart on 28th January, 2020 in Rajkot
to enhance the sale of handloom and
handicraft products of Gujarat through
the online medium.

(Cover story source : Department of 

Information Gandhinagar, Gujarat)

IN JANUARY THIS YEAR,THE GOVERNMENT OF
GUJARAT LAUNCHED THE GUJARAT LAND BANK
PORTAL. IT WILL HELP INVESTORS WHO ARE
KEEN TO SET UP AN INDUSTRY IN THE STATE
ZERO IN ON SUITABLE PARCELS OF LAND
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Gujarat Alkalies and Chemicals
Limited (GACL) was established
in the year 1973 in Vadodara, Gu-

jarat to manufacture Caustic Soda and
allied products. Promoted by the Gov-
ernment of Gujarat, by harping on cut-
ting edge technology, groundbreaking
research and development and through
strategic diversification, GACL has
emerged as one of the largest manufac-
turers of caustic soda with around 14%
share in the domestic Chlor-Alkali sec-
tor. From an initial capacity of 37,425
TPA of caustic soda, the organisation
has enhanced its capacity to 4,12,500
TPA, with the facilities spread over two
complexes at Vadodara and Dahej.
From its two facilities, GACL now offers
36 products.

With a strong dealer network, in-
house research and development facili-
ties, and proximity to major raw mate-
rial sources and markets, GACL is
scaling new peaks of glory. By balancing
the interests of Mother Nature, society,
employees, customers, stakeholders
and shareholders, the organisation is
making its growth more meaningful.

With more than 5,000 customers in-
cluding some of the finest global corpora-
tions, GACL has established itself
strongly in the markets of North Amer-
ica, Europe, Africa, Asia Pacific, MENA
(the Middle East and North Africa) and
other regions. The organisation is play-
ing a significant role in enriching Gu-
jarat and empowering the progressive
strides the nation is making.

On the operational side, for the last
three consecutive financial years,

GACL has achieved record-breaking
Sales Turnover, Profit Before Tax and
Profit After Tax. In FY2015-16, the Or-
ganisation's Turnover and Profit After
Tax was `2,218 crore and `2,20 crore,
respectively. It stood at `3,161 cr and
`690 cr in FY2018-19. The Organisa-
tion is aiming for a `5,000-cr Turnover
by 2022.

To fuel its growth further, GACL is
working on establishing new projects
and expanding its capacity. The Organi-
sation has planned to expand its opera-
tion in the next 3-4 years by establish-
ing the following:

■ 800 TPD Caustic Soda Project in-
tegrated with a 130 MW coal-based
power plant in JV with NALCO

■ 15,000 TPA Stable Bleaching Pow-
der (SBP) Project

■ 16,500 TPA Anhydrous Alu-
minium Chloride (AAC) Project

■ 1,05,000 TPA Chloromethanes
Project

■ 33,870 TPA Phosphoric Acid Pro-
ject

■ 10,000 TPA Hydrazine Hydrate
Project

■ 39,600 TPA Chlorotoluenes Pro-
ject

■ Expansion of the existing Dahej

Caustic Soda Plant from 785 TPD to
1310 TPD

■ 65 MW Coal based Power Plant
The Organisation has co-promoted

Gujarat Industries Power Company
Ltd., Enviro Channel Ltd., Gujarat
Chemical Port Terminal Company Ltd.,
Gujarat Guardian Ltd., GACL-NALCO
Alkalies & Chemicals Pvt. Ltd, etc.
along with other corporations to ensure
the industrial growth of Gujarat.

Beyond its dynamic product basket,
GACL has distinguished itself with its
Green Initiatives. It was the pioneer in
the caustic soda industry in replacing
the Mercury Cell Technology with the
environment-friendly membrane cell
technology way back in 1989. GACL is
also the first state promoted enterprise
to adopt renewable wind energy to fuel
its progress. The Organisation has a
current total installed Wind Power ca-
pacity of 171.45 MW and a 35 MW Solar
Power Project at Charanka, Dist. Patan,
Gujarat, for its captive use.

In its 40 years of journey, GACL has
become a competitive and global corpo-
ration. It offers products having agricul-
tural and industrial applications, thus
becoming an integral part of people's
daily lives. The synergistic product de-

velopment techniques and processes
with the best global corporations have
further helped GACL consolidate its
place as a leading chemical corporation.
GACL is constantly diversifying its of-
ferings and adding new products and
expanding its existing capacities.

Keeping an eye on the future, the or-
ganisation is also considering the man-
ufacture of various Chlorine-based
products so that the production of
Caustic Soda can be optimised while
consolidating and maintaining its
prime position in Chlor-Alkali and
other integrated downstream prod-
ucts. Further, the organisation is also
exploring the possibilities for setting
up plants for producing new value-
added products having an application
in pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, per-
sonal care products, detergent, epoxy
resins and other such fields.

The GACL Product Basket
Caustic Soda Lye, Caustic Soda

Flakes, Caustic Soda Prills, Hydrochloric
Acid, Liquid Chlorine, Compressed Hy-
drogen Gas, Sodium Hypochlorite,
Methyl Chloride, Methylene Chloride,
Chloroform, Carbon Tetrachloride, Hy-
drogen Peroxide, Phosphoric Acid,
Caustic Potash Lye, Caustic Potash
Flakes, Potassium Carbonate, Sodium
Chlorate, Anhydrous Aluminium Chlo-
ride, Poly Aluminium Chloride (Virgin
Grade), Stable Bleaching Powder, Chlo-
rinated Paraffin, Benzyl Chloride, 
Benzyl Alcohol, Benzaldehyde,
Scalewin, Biowin, Bleachwin, Anhy-
drous Sodium Sulphate.

GACL – Scripting success with salt

GUJARAT ALKALIES AND CHEMICALS LIMITED

P K Gera, IAS, Managing Director, GACL

WITH MORE THAN 5,000 CUSTOMERS INCLUDING
TOP GLOBAL CORPORATIONS, GACL HAS
ESTABLISHED ITSELF STRONGLY IN THE MARKETS
OF NORTH AMERICA, EUROPE,AFRICA,ASIA
PACIFIC, MENA,AMONG OTHER REGIONS
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B A N K  O F  B A R O D A

Bank of Baroda, founded by Ma-
haraja Sir Sayaji Rao Gaekwad
III of Baroda in the year 1908,

has a heritage of 112 years of service to
the nation.

Bank of Baroda is a most competi-
tive customer-centric bank of the In-
dian banking industry. With the new
digital experience and quick turn-
around time, we aim to become the
most agile bank in the industry. In the
recent past, our bank has undertaken
several initiatives and leveraged tech-
nology to provide quality services to its
customers; among these are tab bank-
ing, Diginext, IPG, BCMS, Baroda Pay-
point, BhimAdhar pay, Fastag, internet
banking, mobile banking, etc.

We have set up dedicated spe-
cialised outfits, i.e. Specialised Mort-
gage Stores (SMS) & SMELF to cater
to the mortgage-based retail & SME
loan needs of our customers and pro-
vide them end-to-end credit solutions.

Bank of Baroda, one of the leading
public sector banks of India, offers the
cheapest home loan rates in the Bank-
ing Industry. The bank offers Home
Loans linked with MCLR as well as
Repo Rate and individual can avail

Home Loans at a rate as low as start-
ing from 7.00%. This rate is applicable
for any amount and any tenure.

If you are dreaming of buying your
own residence, opt for a home loan
from Bank of Baroda. Our home loans
are packed with several exclusive fea-
tures and benefits for aspiring home
owners. One can buy a plot, purchase a
flat, build a house and even extend an
existing residence with the home loan
amount. Both resident and non-resi-
dent Indians are eligible for the home
loan. Our housing loan product is

priced at a very competitive rate with
minimal processing charges and
longest repayment period, which
makes it the best in the industry. A
host of additional facilities are offered to
our Home Loan customers. These are:

■ Free Credit Card & Concession of
0.25% in ROI of car loans for our Home
Loan customers.

■ Baroda Home Suvidha Personal
Loans for financing the miscellaneous
costs related with the purchase of
home, like cost of insurance, registra-
tion costs, stamp duty, GST, etc.

■ Credit Life Cover: One can also
opt for credit life insurance cover while
applying for a home loan which will
protect the family against untimely de-
mise of borrower. The premium for the
cover can be paid along with the EMI.

■ Takeover/Balance transfer of
Home Loans from other Banks/
HFCs/NBFCs/ FIs, etc.

■ Top-up loans available 5 times
during loan tenure. 

■ Pradhan Mantri AwasYojana: In-
terest subsidy available on housing
loans for beneficiaries of specific cate-
gories defined by the scheme.

Our Bank is also offering auto loan,
traders loan & personal loan specially
designed for salaried individuals and
pensioners at very competitive rates.
We are also providing customised
wealth management products like mu-
tual fund, life insurance, general insur-
ance, health insurance, pre-paid gift
cards, POS machines, credit cards 
on liberal terms & conditions with no
fine print.

Bank of Baroda has recently
launched a fully automated, state-of-
the-art and award-winning product un-
der Supply Chain Finance. Bank has
also launched a new product for financ-
ing multiple commercial vehicles in a
single loan and construction & mining
equipment at attractive pricing to
cater to the needs of emerging logistics
companies under the MSME segment.

CHEAPEST HOME LOANS IN INDUSTRY
The bank has launched a host of initiatives and leveraged technology 

to ensure its customers receive world-class services

Ajay Kumar Khosla, General Manager & Zonal Head, Baroda Zone

BOB HAS SET UP DEDICATED SPECIALISED
OUTFITS, I.E. SPECIALISED MORTGAGE STORES
(SMS) & SMELF TO CATER TO MORTGAGE-BASED
RETAIL & SME LOAN NEEDS OF CUSTOMERS AND
PROVIDE THEM END-TO-END CREDIT SOLUTIONS
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G A I L

Access to abundant and affordable
energy sources was at the heart
of the economic development of

the major economies during the 19th and
20th centuries. For emerging economies
in the 21st century, achieving comparable
access to energy remains a challenge, one
that has only grown more complex with
time. This is, in part, due to our greater
understanding of the negative externali-
ties associated with large-scale consump-
tion of fossil fuels. The main challenge for
developing countries today is to balance
their need for energy security, access to
energy at affordable prices, and greater
sustainability in their energy use. This
last point is especially important, given
the severity of air quality problems in key
developing countries, including China
and India, and the growing threat of cli-
mate change. A right mix of gas & renew-
ables in the energy basket of India offers a
solution in this context.

The World Energy Outlook estimates
that 244 million people in India do not
have access to electricity.Moreover, a
staggering 819 million people rely on tradi-
tional biomass for cooking. The country
is undergoing a rapid transformation.
Forecasts predict India’s urban popula-
tion will expand from the current level of
about 400 million to more than 600 mil-
lion by 2030. Given the anticipated
growth of urban as well as rural popula-
tions, manufacturing output, and the
overall size of the economy, it is evident
that India’s energy use patterns will
change dramatically in the years to come.
Energy demand is expected to triple over
the same period.

Natural Gas is a new age fuel. With
only one carbon and four hydrogen atoms
per molecule, Natural Gas has the lowest
carbon to hydrogen ratio; hence it burns
completely, making it the cleanest of fossil
fuels. Natural Gas satisfies most of the re-
quirements for fuel in a modern industrial
society, being efficient, non-polluting and
relatively economical. The periodic un-
certainties and volatility in both the price
and supply of oil have also helped Natural
Gas emerge as a major fuel in the energy
basket across countries. With 17% of the
world population and less than 1% of the
global oil reserves, India faces a critical
situation with regard to the supply of oil
and gas. India is still a developing econ-
omy and only 6.2% of its energy needs are
met through natural gas, in contrast to
the global average of 24 %. Thus, I would
urge all the stakeholders to promote the
use of natural gas coupled with renew-

ables in place of traditional fossil fuels.
Natural gas plays an important role in

the global energy mix and the opportunity
it offers to meet growing energy demand
while reducing GHG emissions and im-
proving urban air quality needs to be
tapped in a timely manner. Seizing this
opportunity will require a concerted ef-
fort from the natural gas industry, policy-
makers, and other critical stakeholders,
like civil society and the financial commu-
nity. Meanwhile, there have also been
rapid developments in renewable and
low-carbon gas technologies, which offer
opportunities to further reduce GHG
emissions and to advance the global effort
to address sustainability goals. However,
there are specific levers that must be put
to work for these opportunities to con-
tinue to materialise. Natural gas com-
bines high heating intensity and efficiency
with low emissions and virtually no pollu-
tion, and it can deliver energy for almost
any use, from power to transport, and in-
dustry to homes. It can also do so at dif-
ferent scales, distributed or centralised.
These qualities make it uniquely posi-
tioned to address the dual environmental
challenges of localised air pollution and
global climate change in urban environ-
ments. Given the continued trend to-
wards urbanisation, this represents a key
opportunity for gas demand growth. A
look back over 2017 and the present glut
due to advancement of technology & effi-
cient transportation suggests that the
prospects for natural gas are very strong
in view of a combination of increased sup-
ply, availability, and growing liquidity in
the LNG market. 

1. Cost Competitiveness: Improving

the relative cost of gas to other energy
sources through a combination of LNG
cost efficiencies, pricing environmental
externalities, and promotion of local gas
production in markets around the world.
Market discovery of price will foster next
wave of economic growth beyond the vis-
ible horizon.

2. Security of Supply: Enabling gas
supply security through the development
of enhanced networks and infrastructure,
more flexible commercial models, and
new modular access-enabling technolo-
gies (e.g. FSRUs). 

3. Sustainability: Promoting the en-
vironmental sustainability of gas as an in-
strument to reduce urban air pollution, by
developing low carbon technologies for
gas, integrating renewable gas sources
into existing infrastructure, and limiting
methane emissions.

The world is amidst a series of rapidly
evolving energy transitions. As these
transitions play out in different ways
across countries, economic sectors, and
energy sources, one consistent theme
around the world is the growth of natural
gas consumption. The central govern-
ment, while planning to cut down on oil
imports, is shifting to creating a gas-
based economy. And Gujarat, which is
considered a gas hub for over two decades
now, may offer some answers. With new
infrastructure facilities coming up and
the state pushing for cleaner fuel options,
Gujarat is likely to consolidate its position
further. It became the first and only In-
dian state to be completely covered under
the piped gas distribution network after
the ninth round of bidding by the petro-
leum and natural gas regulator in 2018.

Producing 47% of the nation’s natural gas,
it is home to 19.6 lakh piped natural gas
users who account for 42% PNG cus-
tomers in India.

Apart from developing natural gas
pipeline supply infrastructure, Gujarat is
the only state with two operational LNG
terminals — Dahej, run by Petronet LNG,
and Hazira terminal run by the Shell
group. It currently holds about 25% share
of natural gas consumption in total gas
supplies on a pan-India basis. While these
two terminals handle about 70-80% of to-
tal gas and LNG supply in the country, a
third one, set up jointly by Gujarat govern-
ment, is all set to be commissioned soon. 

Since its inception, GAIL has played a
pivotal role in development of the Indian
energy sector. Within a very short span of
time, we have established ourselves as a
Global Maharatna with significant pres-
ence in the entire gas value chain. Our fast
progression has made us face resultant
business complexities. Besides rising
competition, we have also witnessed a
pivotal transformation across energy sec-
tor in recent years, driven by various fac-
tors such as rising demand, technological
innovation, geopolitical shifts and envi-
ronmental concerns. The Government of
India (GoI) wants to make India a gas-
based economy ‘by boosting domestic
production and buying cheap LNG’. 

India has set a target to raise the
share of gas in its primary energy mix to
15% by creating a gas grid & associated
infrastructure. We strive to transform
the lives of the people we touch by pro-
viding improved and environment
friendly products and services in a sus-
tainable way and promote use of supe-
rior, sustainable, environment friendly
and efficient energy sources, including
Natural Gas, and Renewables. We pro-
mote the highest levels of operational
safety, employee health and cleaner envi-
ronment with minimal negative impact
on the environment and the community.

Our overarching aim of entering this
domain was to make cleaner and afford-
able fuel available to the remotest cor-
ners of India and the state of Gujarat
has played a pivotal role in this journey.
By contributing to India’s vision of be-
coming a gas-based economy, we wish
to shoulder the nation’s climate burden.
We are also creating awareness among
the younger generation regarding oil
and gas conservation. I would urge
every citizen to visit the APP or website
of PCRA for simple tips to save these
precious natural resources.

FUELLING THE NEXTWAVE OF GROWTH
The challenge posed by climate change makes environment-friendly natural gas a critical

component of India’s energy basket, with Gujarat showing the way on its higher use

Mukesh Kumar Tiwari, CGM-officer in charge, GAIL (India) Ltd, Vadodara



GIDB � a gateway for investment and Private Sector
Participation in infrastructure projects in Gujarat.

Provides a regulatory framework for 
public-private partnership.

GIDB � a high-powered body 
created for faster decision mak-
ing for infrastructure projects.

The State, through this legal
framework provides sancti-
ty to the process and
ensures safety for invest-
ments in infrastructure
projects through conces-
sion agreements.

GIDB � conceptualizes,
offers and facilitates proj-
ects in various sectors of
infrastructure including
urban transport, ports, roads,
railways, water supply, industri-
al parks and tourism.

GIDB � the state's hub and harbour 
for the development of the Delhi-Mumbai
industrial corridor. 

The development of Special Investment Regions in the
state figure in the prime agenda of GIDB.

A number of projects across various infrastructure sectors are under
development to invite private investment.

Vision 2020, prepared by GIDB, is a landmark document of the state
to create a world-class infrastructure backbone with private sector
partnership.



The last few years
have witnessed
unprecedented

manifestations of the
ill effects of climatic
changes that have
alarmed and unified the
global voices to address
the concerns of climate
change in a more focused
manner. These changes
and impacts have been
felt across the globe in
different forms, includ-
ing variation in the tem-
perature patterns, errat-
ic precipitation patterns,

unforeseen dry spells
and droughts along with
extreme weather events.
The phenomenon of glob-
al warming has led to sea
level rise threatening the
life in and around the
oceans.

The impacts of cli-
mate change are not only
being felt by individuals
or communities but by all
sectors of the society
across the globe, thus,
telling upon the economic
growth specially in the
global south. These
changes have necessitat-
ed strategic interventions
by the global leaders at
both national and sub-
national levels to ensure
that the future genera-

tions are more resilient to
these changes and can be
safeguarded from the
severe impacts of climate
change.

Climate change has
emerged as the biggest
developmental challenge
for the planet. It is not
just an environmental
concern anymore. Its eco-
nomic impacts, particu-
larly on the poor and the
vulnerable, make it a
major governance chal-
lenge especially in the
developing nations. They

are also the most vulnera-
ble to climate change
impacts because they lack
resources to adapt social-
ly, technologically and
financially. Owing to cli-
mate change, it is predict-
ed that in the next few
decades billions of people
will face shortages of
water and food and
greater risks to health
and life. Concerted global
action is needed to enable
all communities across
the globe to adapt to the
effects of climate change
that are happening now
and will worsen in the
future.

The urgency for
adaptation is highlighted
by projections from dif-

ferent reports and global
studies. These reports
predict that with a tem-
perature rise of 1–2.5°C
there will be serious
effects including reduced
crop yields in tropical
areas leading to increased
risk of hunger, spread of
climate sensitive dis-
eases, and an increased
risk of extinction of 20
–30 per cent of all plant
and animal species.

In India, the national
government has been
working in the area of cli-

mate change and strongly
positioning India at all
global negotiations
around the same. Gujarat
has been contributing to
the national targets and
goals through specific
policy level interventions
as well as implementation
at the state level in line
with the vision of Hon.
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi.

The Climate Change
Department, which was
the brainchild of
Honorable Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi was set up to ensure
that the state progresses
to become a climate
resilient state while work-
ing towards achieving

higher economic growth
year on year.

With his commit-
ment towards mitigating
climate change and
enabling communities to
adapt to them, the
Climate Change
Department has been
working with a focused
mission to mainstream
climate change in all
domains and sectors that
enable equitable growth
through various adapta-
tion and mitigation
measures.

The State of Gujarat
has been pioneer in har-
nessing renewable
sources of energy and is
committed for its future
development with the
objectives of providing
clean, green and environ-
ment friendly energy for
the present and future
generations to come.

Gujarat has paved
the way for the entire
country in promoting and
maximizing the use of
renewable sources of
energy through its con-
ducive and environment
friendly renewable ener-
gy policies for the last
more than 20 years.

Gujarat is strategical-
ly located, which possess-

es huge potential of
renewable energy. The
1600 KM long coastal line
provides high wind speed
for its conversion to ener-
gy. Similarly, given the
bright sunshine over the
State for almost 300 plus
days also provides ample
opportunities for utiliza-
tion of solar energy.

The State of Gujarat
has the highest potential
of 85000 MW in the coun-
try for wind energy.
Similarly, even if 0.85 %
of the total land area of

the State is set aside can
also provide 85,000 MW
of Solar Power.

With the conducive
policies in the State, the
State today has installed
renewable power genera-
tion capacity of over
10,376 MW including
7420 MW of wind power,
2821 MW of solar power,
81 MW of biomass and 53
MW of mini hydro power
plants. These renewable
power projects avoids
carbon emission of over
19 million tonnes annual-
ly and also save 14
Million tonnes of coal
annually which otherwise
could go in for generation
of energy through coal.

The present share of

CLIMATE RESILIENT GUJARAT
GUJARAT ENERGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
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renewable energy in the
State vis.a.vis. the total
installed capacity is 29 %
while in energy terms, the
share of renewable ener-
gy is over 12 %. The State
given its commitments of
promotion of renewable
sources energy to combat
the threats of climate
change has decided not to
add any capacity of
Thermal generation and
by 2022 to take the
installed renewable
capacity of the State to
30,000 MW.

Rooftop is another
arena of the renewable
sector to benefit the com-
mon man by generating
his own energy through
solar rooftop and earn rev-
enue through sale of sur-
plus energy fed to grid.
More than 60,000 benefici-
aries have already been
benefitted during the last 3
years and in the current
year the State Government
has embarked to extend
this solar rooftop systems
at a subsidized price to 2
lac new beneficiaries for
which a mammoth amount
of Rs. 1,000 crores has
been specially earmarked
in the State budget for cur-
rent year. By the year
2022, it is decided to add
further 6 lacs beneficiar-
ies through state subsidy.

The State has also
policy in place to set up
Solar Wind Hybrid Power
Plants for which the state
has earmarked 60,000
hectares of land to house
a Renewable Energy Park
of 30 GW capacity over
the years to come, under
its Hybrid Power Policy.
The State has in force
various investor con-
ducive policies for pri-
vate sector participation
in setting up of various
renewable energy power
plants either for sale of
Power to the utilities, Self
consumption or for sale
of power to third party,
form various sources of
renewable energy such
as, Wind, Solar, Municipal
Solid waste, mini Hydro.

The State of Gujarat
contribute close to 12 %
of the total installation
of renewable capacity
in the country and shall
continue to increase its
renewable base by
enhancing the renewable
power base to 40 % of the
total powder catered in
the state by 2022.

Gujarat Energy
Development Agency is
the State Nodal Agency

of the Government of
Gujarat for implementa-
tion of the various
polices as listed above
and facilitate the
Investors in project
implementation.
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Vision
Building a sustainable society of creative young innovators empowered with equal 
opportunities to thrive and flourish, enhancing each life by spreading "One 
Happiness!" 
It is feasible only when every individual is empowered through Education, Technology, 
Creativity and Innovation.
Happiness is the ultimate goal of every individual, and in today's era where our lives 
are so connected, the motive of one's life can affect others easily, and that is how we 
began spreading "One Happiness!" When a soul is happy, it continuously spread 
happiness from one to many, and finally across all the souls globally. 

With deep knowledge and expertise in the diamond business, he 
handles the responsibility of international relations and coordinate 
with foreign delegations of Laxmi Diamond, giving international 
exposure. His role is very crucial in implementing the policy of 
reaching out internationally.

Mr. Girdharbhai Gajera
Trustee
Smt. S.H. Gajera Charitable Trust

A visionary and hard-working businessman leading the company 
through the financial capital of India- Mumbai, Mr. Ashokbhai takes 
Trust's work to the national front. He is passionately active and 
dedicated to the progressive growth of the Trust. 

Mr. Ashokbhai Gajera
Director, Laxmi Diamond Pvt. Ltd.
Trustee
Smt. S.H. Gajera Charitable Trust 

Mission

A very socially responsible and highly active individual with a 
dedicated and consistent involvement in the activities of the Trust. He 
plays a vital role in handling the diamond business and governing the 
activities of the Trust in Surat with the President and Managing 
Trustee. 

Mr. Bakulbhai Gajera 
Director, Laxmi Diamond Pvt. Ltd. 
Trustee 
Smt. S.H. Gajera Charitable Trust 

We are striving to build an interactive and learning 
environment for orphans and tribal people. 
Vatsalyadham is the philanthropic model where 
children are enabled to discover their potential. By 
imparting education, healthcare, and vocational 
skills, we envision to gift a self-sustainable future 
to every chi ld .  We work c losely  for  the 
development of rural areas, ensuring that 
opportuni t ies  are  provided equal ly.  We 
understand that our future depends on the 
people, and unity and divinity can take us forward. 
We want to bring vigor and idealism in the youth, 
which we believe are essential to infuse new ideas 
and transparency in every aspect of life. The youth 
of today have the potential to become the super-
power of tomorrow. 

Vasantbhai
Gajera

Founder & President
Smt. SH Gajera
Charitable Trust

The philosophy of doing well and doing good, 
along with the core values of knowledge, action 
and care has served as my principles. There is and 
there will always be a special place in my heart for 
my native place-Amreli, Gujarat, where my roots 
belong. For the upliftment of social well-being and 
quality of education, my family and I have been 
following the values instilled in us by our parents. 
In today's competitive world, there is a strong need 
for rationality, spontaneity, and creativity to tackle 
every challenge in life. We believe these are the 
pillars of strength of Gajera Trust, which make us 
exceptional in our ability.

Chunibhai
Gajera 

Managing Trustee
Smt. SH Gajera
Charitable Trust

Smt. Shantaben
Haribhai Gajera

Shri Haribhai
Gajera

Foundation
The foundation of Smt. Shantaben Haribhai 
Gajera Charitable Trust was laid on 15 January 
1993 in loving memory of the mother of five 
brothers. It is an initiative to create a societal and 
environmental balance while uplifting the 
community towards progressive development. 

Philosophy
We promote pluralism, diversity, and tolerance in 
the society while protecting and strengthening 
cultural, ethnic, religious, linguistic, and social 
identities. 'The Circle of Life' entrusts everyone to 
strike a balance between giving and receiving, 
being the ripples of "One Happiness!" Balance in 
life occurs when those who are capable,give or 
support the one who needs it. 

The philosophy of doing well and doing good, along with the core values of 
knowledge, action and care has served as my principles. There is and there 
will always be a special place in my heart for my native place-Amreli, Gujarat, 
where my roots belong. For the upliftment of social well-being and quality of 
education, my family and I have been following the values instilled in us by 
our parents. 
In today's competitive world, there is a strong need for rationality, 
spontaneity, and creativity to tackle every challenge in life. We believe these 
are the pillars of strength of Gajera Trust,which make us exceptional in our 
ability. 
We are always willing to lend helping hands to individuals and institutions in 
distress and need.We strive to nurture youth and make them ready for 
tomorrow by providing them quality education, good health and values to 
serve the community. In order to do so, we have always understood our core 
ideology and institutionalized it to build a distinctive culture and society. 

Persistence in thoughts and clarity in deeds
can create a sustainable future for all.

Laxmi Group and its team has always been a support system 
to Gajera Trust. The philanthropic mind-set and thought 
process of company has been a boon to the trust's initiatives.
The company has been fundamental in ideating events, 
providing technical and monetary support and even executing 
the developmental initiatives with Gajera Trust.
As the Trust continues to identify new challenges, maintain 
long-term focus on innovation and dedicate thoughts towards 

significant societal contributions, the torch bearers attribute their resounding 
success to the commitment of the entire team.
For more than two decades, Laxmi Group has played a vital role in organizing 
blood donation camps, uplifting rural and tribal settlements and even educating 
the employees with hand-in-hand involvement of the Trust.

Creatively pioneers innovative programs to 
bring holistic progress in the field of 
education. As a founder of Sunita's 
Markerspace, she strives to instill a passion 
driven culture in the community. With 
initiatives like Vatsalya Night School, she 
envisions to empower young minds and 
bring sustainable progress. 

Miss. Kinjalben Gajera
Founder
Sunita’s Markerspace
Trustee
Smt. S.H. Gajera Charitable Trust

W e  e m p h a s i z e  o n  b r i n g i n g 
enhancements in 3-integral parts of the 
society: 
Catalyzing skill development through 
holistic Education. 
Enabling Healthcare facilities to be a 
healthy nation. 
U n d e r t a k i n g  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l 
initiatives to Serve the Community. 

Laxmi Group, Surat comprises of group companies
Laxmi Diamond Pvt. Ltd.
Laxmi Developer and Cygnus Fine Jewellery.
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EDUCATION
Smt.Shantaben Haribhai Gajera Charitable Trust works for the qualitative development of more 
than 50,000+ Students in Gujarat across Schools, Colleges, and Vatsalyadham - a home for orphans. 
With a holistic approach towards the development of an integrated personality, the schools provide 
an atmosphere, which gives way to the child's curiosity and provides opportunities to help them 
develop their innate talent. 
Our vision is creating well-educated critical thinkers, problem anticipators, and solvers, socially 
responsible and compassionate global citizens by providing them the highest standards of 
education. 
Since the establishment of Gajera schools, the students have been competing at national. and 
international levels and winning several awards in sports and academics that make us feel. proud. 
The outstanding performance of the schools is standing out in the merit lists every year as coveted 
trophies in academics, dramatics, music, dance,fine arts, and various indoor and outdoor sports. 
We work towards progressive growth and aim at sustaining a livelihood for students where they can 
thrive and flourish to their fullest potential. A well-educated student becomes an epitome of 
knowledge and spreads value. Gajera Trust and its patrons are educating several students and 
inspiring millions of souls.

Shaping Dreams into Reality is
“Vatsalyadham”

We believe that sports are not only 
making impeccable athletes but also 
genuine human beings.

S m t .  S h a n t a b e n 
Haribhai Gajera pre-
primary, primary, and 
secondary  sec t ions 
(Gujarati Medium) and 
S h r i  H . J .  G a j e r a 
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l 
(English Medium) were 
established in 1999. 
w h e r e a s ,  G a j e r a 

In ternat iona l  Schoo l .  (CBSE )  was 
established in 2005. Together, they 
constitute Gajera Vidyabhavan. 
Gajera Vidyabhavan 
was the first English 
Medium School that 
c o m m e n c e d  i n 
Katargam area of 
Surat and in the very 
first year, saw more 
than 500 students' 
enrolment. 
T h e  s c h o o l s  n ow 

educate children in Katargam, Utran and 
Sachin areas of Surat, Gujarat and enable a 
holistic approach towards education; 

enabling them as 
global leaders of 
tomorrow. 
Now the schools 
have adopted a 
p r o g r e s s i v e 
pedagogy and that 
is resulting a 100% 
graduation rate. 
T h e  s t u d e n t s 

develop multi-faceted talents and have 
exceptional. in curricular and co-curricular 
activities. 
Gajera Vidyabhavan 
p rov i d e s  a  l e a r n e r 
friendly educational. 
environment and today, 
m o re  t h a n  2 0 , 0 0 0 + 
students are studying in 
these three institutions.
Chemistry can be arduous at times,
therefore our students minutely
observing their experiments.

In the spirit of ideas worth spreading,TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events 
that bring people together to share a TED-like experience.At a TEDx event, TED Talks 
video and live speakers combine to spark deep discussion and connection. These 
local, self-organized events are branded TEDx,where x = independently organized 
TED event.The TED Conference provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but 
individualTEDx events are self-organized subjected to certain rules and regulations. 

The reflection of hidden beliefs in everyone's heart is "Echo". It will vibrate the inner 
soul such that people get guided to find the path of blissfulness.TEDx Laxmi 
Vidyapeeth is a unique attempt to connect the people under one umbrella by 
instilling the importance of howto feeLthinkand react in life!

This institution acts as a Center of 
Knowledge for students coming from 
various tribal and rural. areas of 
Gujarat, Maharashtra and the Union 
Territories (Daman & Silvassa). 
The residential schools here act as a 
support system to their urge of 
g a i n i n g  k n o w l e d g e .  L a x m i 
Vidyapeeth provides education in 
var ious fields and streams of 
Engineering and Management. It also 
has two schools providing education 
of avant-garde quality in CBSE and 
CAIE curriculum. 

Girls inculcating scientific expertise by
conducting experiments by themselves.

Laxmi Vidyapeeth is a temple of learning 
established in Sarigam area of Valsad 
District in Gujarat. It is located in a 
beautiful campus and has strength of 
more than 4430 students, providing all the 
modern amenities for learning. 
In a serene environment away from city, 
the lush green atmosphere of Laxmi 
Vidyapeeth provides a system that is a 
perfect blend of modern techniques and 
traditional.  values, facil itating the 
enhancement of their physical, mental, 
social, and spiritualvalues. 

Blossoming minds are thriving on
knowledge in the school library

Student’s visual sensory experience 
through modern technology

Gajera Global School, the first day 
boarding school. in Pal area of Adajan, 
Surat, provides the finest quality of 
education following the Central Board for 
Secondary Education (CBSE). 

This school was established in April 2014 
with advanced learning techniques and has 
seen learners captivating knowledge from 
the educators. At Gajera Global School, the 
aim is not only to pursuing academic 
excellence but also to motivating students 
to make them lifelong learners, critical 

thinkers, and productive members of an 
ever-changing global society. It offers a 
favorable study environment for every 
learner to develop their inner potentials, 
strengthen their physical strength and 
nurture their social and emotional persona 
with extreme sensitivity. 

Artist are passionately upgrading
hand-eye corrdination

Gajera Vidyabhavan, Katargam Laxmi Vidyapeeth, SarigamSmt. Shantaben Haribhai
Gajera Shaikshanik Sankul,

Amreli

Since 1999 Since 2007Since 1997 Since 2007

Vatsalyadham,
A Home for Orphans-Kamrej
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Students having a whale of a time, 
implying consistency and chemistry 
amongst everyone

The foundation stone of SHAIKSHANIK 
SANKUL was laid on 25 December 1997, 
spanning across 27 acres of land given 
bythe Government of Gujarat, in Amreli. 
It was formed with a vowed mission to 
provide modern facilities of health, 
education, and social. upliftment for 
young girls in rural and tribal areas of 

Saurashtra, Gujarat. It is a center for 
learning from KG to PG, which has been a 
real boon to nearby towns and villages. It 
is an active example of the Trust's 
involvement to ensure that women are 
empowered and rural sectors are 
developed. It provides the academically 
challenging educational. experience to
enable students acquiring knowledge and 
understanding  i ts  necess i ty for  a 
successful career. As on today, Sankul is 
enriched with 10 schools (Gujarati and 
English Medium), 17 Colleges and 2 
Distance Education Centers, wherein the 
students are exposed beyond books and 
classrooms, shaping and engaging them 
in various extra-curricular activities like 
sports, culture, aerobics, yoga, etc. It has 
sufficient and elegant infrastructure to 
host State and National. Level. activities 
pertaining to affiliated boards and 
universities.

Smt. Shantaben Haribhai Gajera Shaikshanik Sankul, Amreli

The dedicated volunteers spreading 
radiance in the classroom.
Vidyasabha was inaugurated by the first 
Chief Minister of Gujarat - Honorable 
Jivraj Bhai Mehta. It spreads over 105 
acres of land in Amerl], Gujarat. It was 
formed with a mission to provide quality 
education and learning facilities to the 
boys from rural areas of Saurashtra, 
Gujarat. 
It has been a center of learning for pre-
primary, primary, secondary and higher 
secondary sections of education and 
has provided quality education in both 
Gujarati and English Medium streams. It 
provides an educational experience that 
enables children to think beyond the 
worldly woes and attain knowledge. 
Today, the total strength of students is 
more than 5000 with a team of more 
than 200 teaching and non-teaching 

dedicated staff. 
As on today,Vidyasabha runs over 10 
schools and ensures multi-faceted 
learning environment for the young boys. 

Shree Amreli Jilla Vidyasabha

Reaching out to people in the 
rural areas of Amreli, Saurashtra 
to provide instant helthcare 
facilitie.
The global landscape has 
changed drastically since 
the inception of Gajera 
Trust nearly 25 years ago. 
Around the world, people 
a re  l i v i n g  l o n g e r  a n d 
healthier life, more children 
than ever are attending 
school. 
Maternal  mortal i ty  has 
nearly halved over the last two decades. 
However, with 1.4 billion people living on 
$1.25 a day, eradication of poverty 
remains the greatest global

 challenge facing the 
world 
 today,
 reminding us, that 

still lot of work is 
to be done. 
G a j e r a 
T r u s t ,  i n 
association 
with Laxmi 
D i a m o n d 
G r o u p  o f 

Companies and 
other organizations, has 

supported various health initiatives 
and hospitals. The Trust has been an active 
participant in organizing health checkup 
drives, blood donation camps, eye 

checkup camps, and yoga and fitness 
activities for people in the society. Mobile 
Medical Vans have been reaching out to 
people in the rural areas regularly to make 
their standard of living better. 
Mobile Medical Van with latest medical 
tools and technology helped 17000 
people in 1 Year across villages in amreli, 
Saurashtra

Blood Donation Drives
The Trust has been conducting regular 
Blood Donation Drives for the last 20 years 
and has helped many lives by donating 
10,335 units of blood till the date. It 
included 3390 units of blood donation in 
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  S u ra t  D i a m o n d 
Association Mega Blood Donation Camp 

which has a world record for collecting 
highest units of blood. Gajera Trust 
actively supports several hospitals with 
monetary help and manpower to promote 
good health in the community. 

HEALTHCARE

T h e  M e g a  B l o o d  D o n a t i o n  c a m p
organized by Gajera Trust to support the
community for advancement in healthcare 

Specialities : Anaesthesiology I Dermatology I 
General Medicine General Surgery I Obstretics & 
Gynaecology Ophthalmology I Orthopaedics I ENT 
Psychiatrics I Physiotheraphy I Dentistry

Image, Diagnostics & Laboratory Services : Blood 
Bank with Component Therapy Unit Clinical 
Biochemistry I Histopathology I Microbiology 
Pathology I Radiology I Advanced Medical Research 
Lab

Shantabaa Medical College & General Hospital, Amreli 
is a venture of Public Private Partnership with the 
Government of Gujarat. The General. Hospital (District 
Hospital.), Amreli, a 300 beds Hospital, is converted to 
teaching hospital. and shall upgrade up to 700 beds 
under phase-wise development programme as per 
MCI norms. Our goal. is to develop it as a full-fledged 
specialty wise medical. services that caters to the need 
of district & surrounding regions, which will also 
provide good exposure with practical. training to the 
aspirant doctors. 
Anatomy I ENT I Biochemistry Community Medicine I 
General Medicine I Paediatrics Physiology I 
Ophthalmology I Obstetrics & Gynaecology 
Pathology I Microbiology I Forensic Medicine I TB & 
Chest Dermatology I Psychiatry I General Surgery I 
Orthopaedics Anaesthesiology I Radio Diagnosis I 
Dentistry I Pharmacology 

Purpose
To provide education and 
shelter to children who don't 
have an access to these 
facilities otherwise,ensuring 
every child has a home to 
thrive. 

We Believe
We believe that every 
child deserves equal 
opportunities to 
flourish and be 
happy. By imparting 
holistic and 
sustainable 
learning 
experience,we 
nurture young 
minds to emit 
positivity and 
creativity.

Community Service
To serve the community has been 
the passion and a fundamental 
reason why Gajera Trust exists. 
The Trust has been an active 
participant in the following kind of 
activities to serve the community. 
Water Preservation:A project for 
building check dams in Amreli, 
Rajkot, Bhavnagar, Porbandar and 
Jamnagar Districts. Tribute to the 
Courageous and Martyred: Gajera 
Trust and Laxmi Group salutes the 
true patriotism of our Army. we 
are glad that we have been 

supporting the Soldier Welfare 
Fund, for guarding our lives, since 
2010, graced by the presence of 
Shaurya Chakra Awardee Major 
Jaswant Pratap Singh Jadeja (Indian 
Army. 1984) and Hon. Mangalbhai 
V i t t h a l b h a i  P a t e l .  ( I n d i a n 
Navy.1971). Widow Remarriage: 
Gajera Trust and its Patrons have 
always felt empathy for those who 
have Lost their Loved ones. In case 
of women, Life becomes difficult 
after they lose their husband, 
especially at a young age. Gajera 
Trust has conducted several widow 
remarriages and ensures that they 

settle in their Lives again. The Trust 
also
provides education at less than 50% 
cost to the children of widows or 
single mothers.

F o u n d e d  i n  2 0 0 6 ,
Vatsalyadham is a home for 
more than 800 young minds 
from all around India. It 
thrives to provide shelter and 
learning to needful orphans 
from rural. and tribal areas. 
Vatsalyadham cultivates a 
fami ly  re lat ionship with 
warmth between children and 
mentors. It implements plans 
to rel ieve chi ldren from 
criminality and antisocial 
activities. It tackles all the odds 
to provide human values to 
the children and make them 
smile amidst troubles. It 

p r o v i d e s  m e d i c a l  c a r e , 
counseling, and nourishment 
to  the  needy  and  works 
towards building a culture of all 
faiths for holistic development. 
It enables thriving minds with 
immense opportunities to 
realize passion and unlock full 
potential.

Shree Amreli Jilla
Vidyasabha

Since 2010

Shantabaa General Hospital
- Amreli

Since 2017 Since 2017

Shantabaa Medical College
- Amreli

Since 2014

Gajera Global School, Pal
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Sunita's Makerspace, Initiated as an extension to 
enhance the current education system, is a place 
to explore, experiment, and implement new ideas 
and imaginations. 
On 18 April 2015, Creative and strategic Director 
of the Trust, Ms. Kinjal Gajera, with a team of 
Gajera Vidhyabhavan launched the first Sunita's 
Makerspace at Vatsalyadham; with a purpose to 
impart life supporting skills to the thriving 
children at the school. 
At Sunita's Makerspace, the mundane teaching 
ends and excitement of learning begins. It's a 
creative place for the children that enables them 
to  d iscover  pass ion in  an  encourag ing 
environment. Hence, the Trust expanded the 
concept by starting other branches at Katargam, 
Utran, Pal and Laxmi Vidhyapeeth,Sarigam. 
Gajera Trust is planning to open such spaces in 
other institutions shortly. The peer-to-peer 
learning experience at Makerspace is one of its 

kind, developing skills in each participant to 
become the future mentor. The Trust invites the 
community to participate actively and learn with 
these young makers, developing each participant 
to become future mentors. 
At Sunita's Makerspace the curious young minds 
get opportunities to flourish in 16 diverse fields of 
their interest. 

Managing Trustee, Mr. Chunibhai Gajera
inaugurating 1st Sunita’s Makerspace

at  Vatsalyadham

Sustainable Maker’s Day
Sustainable Maker's Day is a commemoration of the 
knowledge young learners glean from the activities of 
Sunita's Makerspace throughout the year and also the 
efforts they put in to make something unique and 
significant. The day has been observed as a loving tribute 
to Mrs. Sunita Chunibhai Gajera, on her birthday, on 
October 12th every year. 
Maker's Day is a joyous amalgamation of the four varied 
dimensions of Sunita's Makerspace-Innovation, 
Creativity, Social, and Synergy. The joyous day honors the 
fruitful bond between students, their parents, and the 
mentors as they all mutually endeavor to create 
sustainable projects for the Maker's Day! 
This day is celebrated annually where Makers, from all 
the clubs of Sunita's Makerspace enthusiastically, display 
their projects, performances, concepts, and much more 
to the parents and community.

Art Club Dance Club

Sports Club Maths Club

Peer-to-Peer Learning
"Inspiring today's youth, to actively participate in the collaborative learning system, 

to bolster them to be tomorrow's successful. pioneers." 

Join us to Bring The Change

S u s t a i n a b l e  M a k e r ' s  D a y  i s  a 
commemoration of the knowledge young 
learners glean from the activities of 
Sunita's Makerspace throughout the year 
and also the efforts they put in to make 
something unique and significant. The 
day has been observed as a loving tribute 
to Mrs. Sunita Chunibhai Gajera, on her 
birthday, on October 12th every year. 
Maker's Day is a joyous amalgamation of 
the four varied dimensions of Sunita's 
Makerspace-Innovation, Creativity, Social, 
and Synergy. The joyous day honors the 
fruitful bond between students, their 
parents, and the mentors as they all 

mutually endeavor to create sustainable 
projects for the Maker's Day! 
This day is celebrated annually where 
Makers, from all the clubs of Sunita's 
Makerspace enthusiastically, display their 
projects, performances, concepts, and 
m u c h  m o r e  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  a n d 
community.

Philanthrophy built on
 People & Paratnerships

We have a supportive 
team that works behind 
every idea so that Gajera 
Trust and Laxmi Diamond 
can execute projects and 
take  path  -  break ing 
initiatives successfully. 
Each  member  o f  the 
Gajera Trust family puts in 
serious and dedicated 
day-in and day-out efforts 
to ensure every essential 
is executed with diligence 

and enthusiasm. 
One of the most important roles is played 
by the educators at institutions, acting as 
roots of knowledge tree planted by the 
Trust. Gajera Trust strongly believes in the 

strength of positive values 
and experiences a deep 
connect with every soul 
associated with it. 
L a x m i  D i a m o n d  a n d 
Gajera Trust unitedly have 
b e e n  c o n d u c t i n g 
developmental training 
sessions frequently over 
the years to educate our 
team members, and it's a 
regular practice.

Laxmi Vidyapeeth
PO. Box. No-15, Sarigam, Post Valsad - 396155
+91-260-6630900  |  +91 73599 97444 / 555
laxmi.edu.in
admin@laxmi.edu.in

lis.laxmi.edu.in
lis@laxmi.edu.in

lgs.laxmi.edu.in
lgs@laxmi.edu.in

lim.laxmi.edu.in
lit.laxmi.edu.in

Gajera Vidyabhavan, Katargam
Amroli Road, Katargam, Surat - 395004
+91-261-2486313
gvek.gajeratrust.org
info.ke@gajeratrust.org

+91-261-2484817
gvgk.gajeratrust.org
info.kg@gajeratrust.org

+91-261-2489700
gisk.gajeratrust.org
info.kc@gajeratrust.org

Gajera Vidyabhavan, Utran
Nr. Power House, Surat - 394107
gveu.@gajeratrust.org
info.ue@gajeratrust.org

gvgu.gajeratrust.org
info.ug@gajeratrust.org gisu.gajeratrust.org

Gajera Vidyabhavan, Sachin
Laxmi Villa Township, Sachin-Talangpur Road, G.I.D.C.,  Sachin - 394230
+91 88667 00067
gves.gajeratrust.org
info.se@gajeratrust.org

gvgs.gajeratrust.org
info.sg@gajeratrust.org

Shantabaa Medical College &
General Hospital
Civil Hospital Campus, B/H. S.T Bus Station,
Lathi Road, Amreli - 365601
+91 02792 230240  |  smcgh.edu.in

Gajera Global School, Pal
T.P-10. Nr. Shalin Enclave, Suda Awas Road, Pal,
Surat - 394510  |  +91 84605 22223 / 5 / 6 
ggs.gajeratrust.org  |  info.ggs@gajeratrust.org 

Smt. Shantaben Haribhai Gajera
Shekshanik Sankul
Chakkargadh Road, Amreli - 365601
+91-2792-232321-27

Vatsalyadham
Behind Dinbandhu Hospital Kholvad, Kamrej,
Surat +91 92272 22401 | vatsalyadham.org

Shree Amreli Jilla Vidyasabha
Varshda Road, Amreli - 365601
+91-2792-230511 / 611 / 711 / 811
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O N G C

IN its effort to mitigate and address
the challenges of new frontiers and
tap hydrocarbon potential for en-

ergy security and sustainability of the
country, the Western Onshore Basin
(WON), Vadodara is sowing a solid
start by way of leveraging technology
and unlocking the hydrocarbon poten-
tial this part of the region holds. 

With the Energy Maharatna, Oil
and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) aggres-
sively working on Strategy 2040 vision
aimed at setting a target to double its
Oil and Gas production from its do-
mestic as well as overseas fields by
2040 and expanding its refining capac-
ity three-fold alongside diversification
into renewables, the challenges for a
matured Basin like Vadodara whose
primary task is accretion of hydrocar-
bons remain.

“But these challenges are not insur-
mountable,” explained H Madhavan,
Executive Director and Basin Manager
of WON, Vadodara. 

“The fundamental challenges lies in
accretion of hydrocarbons. We need to
sustain and increase the present pro-
duction rates of the Assets in our Basin.
We therefore need to accrete more than
what we produce as we are entrusted to
accrete hydrocarbons so that RRR (Re-
serve Replacement Ratio) is more than
one,” said Madhavan. 

“The key driver for addressing these
challenges in a highly knowledge inten-
sive and technology driven industry like
ours is to leverage and adapt to latest
technologies. More importantly it calls
for constant innovation in our approach
and immediate implementation of those
ideas,’’ said Madhavan. 

The Basin as part of its overall strat-
egy is working on five key technologies
that it hopes will contribute and make
tangible difference to its strategic op-
erations. They being:  
■ Seismic Data Processing for E&P 
solutions.
■ Application of Multicomponent data
for reservoir characterisation.
■ Thin layer Inversion (In-house devel-
oped algorithms)  
■ Low Frequency Passive Seismic
(LFPS) API and 
■ QC of seismic data

It is pertinent here to mention that
Geophysical Services, WON Basin,
Vadodara showcased their capabilities
on various aspects of these technolo-
gies and works being used for Hydro-
carbon exploration/exploitation at the
13th Biennial International Conference

& Exposition of Society of Petroleum
Geophysicists (SPG) India which 
was held at Kochi from February 23-
25, 2020.

The presentation on API of LFPS

technology, mainly discussed various
spectral attributes and case studies
across different basins of India. The
showcasing of LFPS technology at the
exhibition was appreciated by eminent

personalities of Oil & Gas industries
and Geoscientists of various institutes
in India & abroad.

Low frequency passive seismic
(LFPS) as a Direct Hydrocarbon Indi-
cator (DHI) is already under research
worldwide, and ONGC has made great
strides in identifying the utility of this
nascent technology. 

In this context, WON Basin, Vado-
dara has made a pioneering effort in in-
duction of LFPS Technology in India on
the development and exploration front. 

With further innovations over time, it
is expected to develop into a niche tech-
nology group like 3D-3C group which
also takes up pan-India activities.

WON Basin Vadodara is making un-
tiring efforts in showcasing its techno-
logical capabilities and connecting with
stakeholders that matter. The approach
is to look at solutions which address the
challenges of new frontiers and tap the
yet-to-find hydrocarbon potential for 
energy security and sustainability of 
the country.

The focus of the Basin is on timely
acquisition of good quality seismic data
which is the primary foundation on
which interpretation activities are built. 

With the intense level of thought
processes going into API (Acquisition,
Processing, Interpretation) activities,
the Basin hopes that this ‘artistic sci-
ence’ will be the pivot which helps the
Basin leapfrog into higher levels of pro-
ductivity by way of implementation and
effective use of technologies, aimed at
not only its own growth but addressing
the strategic intent behind the com-
pany’s strategic vision 2040.

IN PURSUIT OF STRATEGY 2040 
WON Basin, Vadodara is leveraging technology to unlock the region's hydrocarbon potential 

SPG 2020 - Director (Exploration), ONGC, R K Srivastava seen with key executives at the
technical presentation

Director (Exploration), ONGC, R K Srivastava making a point at the SPG Exhibition where
WON, Basin, Vadodara showcased its technologies  

Reality Sand Map Display at SPG 2020

A presentation on Seismic Data Processing
in progress 



Enhancing Rail Connectivity in Gujarat

MAJOR PROJECTS ON THE ANVIL OF G-RIDE
Katosan-Becharaji-Chanasma-Ranauj Line Gauge Conversion :

�

�
�

Last Mile Rail Connectivity to Bedi and Nargol ports :

�

Ahmedabad-Rajkot Semi High Speed Rail Corridor :

�
�

Bhuj-Naliya-Vayor BG Line :

�

�

Gothangam-Panoli New BG Line :

�
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���



TOURISM CORPORATION OF GUJARAT



TOURISM CORPORATION OF GUJARAT
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D E E P A K  N I T R I T E

India’s Chemical Industry – Rising
Opportunities

The Indian chemical industry is 6th
largest producer of chemicals in the
world and contributes 3.4% to the global
chemical industry. The total market size
of the chemical industry was $163 bil-
lion in FY18 and it is expected to cross
$300 billion by 2025. 

The global chemical industry has
been a healthy contributor to the world
GDP. Indian chemical industry too has
been a key contributor in country’s eco-
nomic development. We believe the op-
portunities for the Indian chemical in-
dustry are immense. 

We remain confident that efficient
producers that prioritise R&D and in-
novation with a focus on scaling via sus-
tainable operations will succeed in the
long run. The need for this was stressed
by the recent crackdown on polluting
industries in China, which resulted in
supply disruption of necessary chemi-
cals manufactured and exported from
there. Due to this unforeseen develop-
ment, most large customers are on the
path to de-risking their China exposure
and have been increasingly seeking al-
ternative channels, including India.
This has provided a tailwind to growth
and enhanced opportunities for chemi-
cal producers in India.

We Made Promises. We Delivered on
Them

Deepak Nitrite Ltd is on a journey of
planned transformation. Our transfor-
mational expansion, in terms of product
portfolio and geographical presence, is

showing signs of bearing fruit. Today,
we are a robust and diversified institu-
tion, with a strong position in India’s
chemical industry.

We delivered on our promises made
on the existing lines of business as well
as through the recently commissioned
Phenol and Acetone project via wholly-
owned subsidiary Deepak Phenolics
Ltd. On the back of a robust business
model, diverse product portfolio and ge-
ographies and a competitive operating
profile, we have created a superior po-
sition in the global chemicals market. 

Our strategic and focus initiatives
– such as reorienting of geographical
focus, strengthening of product port-
folio and brownfield expansion – posi-
tively impacted our verticals and en-
abled us to deliver improved
performance. Our consistent perform-
ance, focus on profitable growth and a

calibrated strategy towards expansion
serves in the best long-term interests
of our shareholders as it leads to bet-
ter valuation. Our relentless focus on
faster execution and operational excel-
lence has been one of the company’s
key strengths. It helps improve mar-
gins as well as sustain and gain free
cash flows to create new investments.

Our Legacy Gives Us Pride
Today, Deepak Nitrite is proud to

state that it has been carrying the
legacy of responsible chemistry for
about 50 years. We have built our cor-
porate strength by unshackling opportu-
nities with enormous patience, determi-
nation, and perseverance.

Despite having started as a bulk
commodity manufacturer, our Com-
pany has transformed its operations
over the years. It has expanded its offer-

ings to include high-value fine and spe-
ciality chemicals, based on our core ex-
pertise and the lateral and vertical inte-
gration of the existing products. Our
robust R&D capabilities have been
stepped up across the value chain, in
line with the expansion in product cat-
egories. Additionally, our healthy client
relationships have enabled us to create
deeper inroads into the existing mar-
kets, widen our product portfolio and
enter newer markets. At the foundation
of our transformational journey is our
firm commitment to being completely
and squarely aligned with reinforcing
India’s positioning as a superpower and
doing good for society.

We Are “Future-Ready”
To sustain a growing business in size

and complexity, we are strategically
transforming our organisation and be-
coming “future-ready”. We are making
continuous investments in our produc-
tive assets, and our expansion strate-
gies are also devised keeping in mind
our in-depth risk-mitigated approach
towards incurring capital expansion.

Moving Ahead
Our company’s strategic focus on

the performance of People, Planet and
Profit has helped us build a formidable
foundation that will serve multiple
growth levers in the years ahead. We
are traversing the journey forward with
an unwavering faith in our conviction,
as we continue to innovate with vigour
and passion for taking our company to a
higher horizon of excellence.

MARCHING AHEAD WITH A SUSTAINABLE AGENDA

Deepak Mehta, Chairman and MD, Deepak Nitrite Ltd



SOUTH GUJARAT TEXTILE PROCESSORS ASSOCIATION
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IN the coming years, India must
meet the twin challenges of achiev-
ing rapid economic growth and

cleaning up the environment. Seeing the
adverse effects of rising pollution on hu-
man existence, industry leaders are con-
sciously taking transformational initia-
tives that are centred on developing a
sustainable economy. 

Pandesara infrastructure Ltd (PIL) in
association with Pandesara Green Envi-
ronment and Water Welfare co-op society
(PAGREW) are two dedicated entities in
Surat that are at the forefront of develop-
ing Panesara GIDC as the model estate
for nature-conscious industrial growth.
Since their inception, both the organisa-
tions are focusing on enabling green, pol-
lution-free, and clean environs to the
member industries-118 textile dyeing and
printing industries and 4 chemical man-
ufacturing units. “We are on a path of sus-
tainable development of industries,” as-
serted Kamal Tulsian, Chairman of
Pandesara Infrastructure Ltd.

The textile processing industry re-
quires 80-100 MLD water as the major in-
put resource on a daily basis. With the 100
MLD common effluent treatment plant at
Pandesara, PIL ensures that every drop
of polluted water generated during the
manufacturing process is treated with the
latest technology and only then disposed
to the sea. Moreover, to preserve the fresh
water resources, PIL utilises recycled wa-
ter supplied by SMC from its 40 MLD ter-

tiary treatment plant. The use of
recycled water helps in conserv-
ing more than 13000 million lit-
tres of natural water resource
per year.

Also, India needs environ-
mental regulation that is highly
effective while imposing mini-
mal costs on industry. Unlike ex-
isting command-control regula-

tions that impose high costs,
provide no flexibility, and are en-
forced by costly and time-con-
suming criminal penalties, Emis-

sions Trading Schemes (ETS) provide a
transformative alternative with a track
record of success around the world. Re-
cently, SGTPA with the support of Gu-
jarat State Pollution Control Board
(GPCB) launched the world’s first Emis-
sion Trading Scheme in Surat. 

An ETS, or “cap-and-trade” system,
caps the amount of pollution allowed from
regulated industries and allots permits to
plants. Plants that can inexpensively cut

pollution can then make money by selling
their permits to other factories. In this
way, the system uses the power and flexi-
bility of markets to deliver the win-win-
win of simultaneously (i) reducing total
cost of regulation, (ii) increasing firm
profits, and (iii) protecting citizens from
air pollution.

Currently, more than 150 industry
units in Surat are part of this scheme.

PIL & SGTPA presidents Kamal Tul-
sian and Jitendra Vakhariya, respectively,
who are leading industrialists, have made
every possible effort to initiate and imple-
ment this futuristic project. They were
the driving force behind this change-lead-
ing initiative. Also, Chairman of GPCB, 
Dr Rajivkumar Gupta, Member Secre-
tary Mr Tabhani, and Regional Officer
Parag Dave played a pivotal role in mak-
ing this project a success.

The aim is to continue pushing new
technology-backed initiatives to create a
win-win situation for people, industries
and nature.

Jitendra Vakhariya, President, South Gujarat Textile
Processors Association, Dr. Rajiv Kumar Gupta,
Chairman, GPCB, & Kamal Tulsian, President,
Pandesara Industrial Association (From L to R)

TAKING CARE OF INDUSTRIAL GROWTH AND SUSTAINABILITYTOGETHER
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GUJARAT INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

GUJARAT Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation is the nodal
agency, set up under the Gu-

jarat Industrial Development Act, 1962
as a Statutory Board, for building the
industrial backbone of the State. GIDC
identifies locations which are suitable

for industrial development
and creates industrial infra-
structure such as roads,
drainage, electricity, water
supply, street lights and
ready to occupy Multi- Storeyed
sheds. GIDC has developed more than

202 Industrial estates com-
prising over 63,000 units
across the State.

GIDC estates have a well-
developed core and support

infrastructure facilities which assist in
the smooth operation of the units. 

State’s first country specific Indus-
trial Park -Mandal Industrial Estate
(Japanese Zone)

An Industrial park has been devel-
oped in Mandal especially for the
Japanese companies, covering an area
of 300 acres, with a focus on automo-

GIDC: Building the industrial 
backbone of Gujarat

M.K.Das, IAS, Principal Secretary,
Industries & MinesBalvantsinh Rajput, Chairman, GIDC M. Thennarasan, IAS, VC & MD, GIDC



bile & its ancillary units and engineer-
ing. It has been developed with world
class industrial infrastructure. Cur-
rently, a number of Japanese Indus-
tries have set up their facility at the es-
tate and are operational. With the
growing demand from Japanese com-
panies, GIDC is developing additional
100 acres of land in close proximity to
the Japanese Zone.
Key Initiatives
Japan Industrial Township (JIT)-
Sanand II

To further enhance strategic ties
with Japan, GIDC has acquired land to
set up exclusive JIT at Khoraj (Sanand
III) for Japanese companies and joint
ventures where Japanese companies
with 50% or above Japanese stake can
get land. It is planned with a vision to
provide world class infrastructure by
adopting renewable energy, sustain-
able solutions and waste management
techniques to create cities of the fu-
ture.  JIT spans more than 1500 acres of
land and is planned for multi-product
industrial development with Defence &
Aerospace, Automobile & Ancillary,
Engineering, Electronics, Textile and
Pharmaceuticals as key focus sectors.

Development of MSME Parks in
GIDC

To promote micro and small entre-
preneurs, GIDC has planned and devel-
oped five dedicated MSME Parks at

Sanand (Ahmedabad), Juned-Saykha
(Bharuch), Halol Expansion (Panchma-
hal) and Bardoli -II (Surat) with
smaller plot size, a majority in the
range of 250 to 500 sqm.

Development of Multi-Storeyed
Sheds 

GIDC has planned to develop Multi-
Storeyed sheds at 32 locations near
the urban centres of Gujarat. In the
first phase, GIDC has already com-
pleted  work for 25 multi storeyed
sheds and also initiated development
work at 7 locations. These vertical
sheds have come up on 2,000-2,500
sqm. plots located in the existing in-
dustrial estates.

Development of Women Industrial
Park

GIDC has developed 3 dedicated
Women Park at Sanand (Ahmedabad),
Juned (Bharuch) and Bardoli (Surat).
The parks will comprise mainly of
small size plots ranging from 300 to
1000 sq. mtr in size. These plots shall
be supported with infrastructural facil-
ities and basic amenities like roads, sig-
nages, streetlights, power supply and
water supply distribution network. 

Good Governance initiatives for in-
vestor facilitation
Online Modules: GIDC has stepped
up efforts to provide transparent,
speedy, accountable and responsive

governance with the help of technol-
ogy. Under the EODB initiative, GIDC
has launched and is successfully run-
ning an online module for post allot-
ment approvals.
Geographical Information System
(GIS) based Estate Information Sys-
tem: GIDC has developed GIS based
system for all the GIDC estates across
the State for quick and transparent de-
livery mechanism. The system helps
investors/companies to access the fol-
lowing information at the click of a
mouse:
■ Digitised Estate Maps 
■ Plot Details (Sector, Status, Area) 
■ Connectivity Details 
■ Infrastructure and Utility Details 
Grievance Redressal System: GIDC
has developed & implemented an on-
line grievance redressal mechanism to
ensure effective, transparent and
faster redressal of grievances.
GIDC SETU App: A mobile based app
has been developed and launched by
GIDC for efficient and effective man-
agement of investor applications and
their processing in a timely manner.
Virtual Office: GIDC in its efforts for
ease of doing business and to reduce
human interface has initiated the
process for development of “Virtual Of-
fice” by creating online modules of
GIDC functionalities; in due course of
time the same shall be integrated un-
der one single G2B platform.
Decision Support System (DSS): DSS
on mobile platform has been developed
initially for 50 GIDC industrial estates
to enable quicker and transparent de-
cision making. GIDC has also devel-
oped MIS Dashboard for real-time
monitoring of status of e-governance
applications.

March/April 2020
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GUJARAT INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

Proposed GIDC Estates
GIDC has proposed GIDC estates at 16 locations across Gujarat

Sr. No. Location Taluka District

1 Devgam Khirsara Lodhika Rajkot

2 Chattarmitana Tankara Morbi

3 Dhrol Jamnagar Jamnagar

4 Motichirai Bhachau Kutch

5 Vanod Patdi Surendranagar

6 Chhapi-Magarwada Vadgam Banaskantha

7 Bhagapura Viramgam Ahmedabad

8 Shinavad Modasa Arvalli

9 Dahod Expansion (Kharedi) Dahod Dahod

10 Indranaj Tarapur Anand

11 Savarkundla Savarkundla Amreli

12 Lathi Lathi Amreli

13 Narigam Bhavnagar Bhavnagar

14 Madhiya Bhavnagar Bhavnagar

15 Miyawadi Bardoli Surat

16 Borakhadi Vyara Tapi

GIDC IDENTIFIES LOCATIONS FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT AND CREATES INFRASTRUCTURE
FOR THE PURPOSE. IT HAS DEVELOPED MORE
THAN 202 INDUSTRIAL ESTATES COMPRISING
OVER 63,000 UNITS ACROSS THE STATE
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APIONEER in sustainable devel-
opment, the DETOX GROUP,
was founded in 1995 with a

commitment to operational excellence
and creation of development models
and infrastructure that supports devel-
opment in Harmony with Nature.

Detox Group’s core mission is to de-
velop and improvise cost-effective
technology solutions for clients to re-
duce, reuse and recycle their wastes,
resulting in optimum utilisation of nat-
ural resources with profitability and
ensuring conservation of nature.

The Group has evolved as a single
window environmental solutions
provider with 3 major companies pro-
viding a wide range of services: 
(i) Saurashtra Enviro Projects Pvt. Ltd.
(SEPPL) (ii) Detox Corporation Pvt.
Ltd. (DCPL) (iii) Indigo Seaways Pvt.
Ltd. (ISPL).

The Group has achieved milestones
in treatment of Solid & Liquid Haz-
ardous Waste as per the Guidelines of
the Government of India. It is operat-
ing a common Incineration
Facility/TSDF Facility at Kutch under
the Saurashtra Enviro Projects Pvt.
Ltd. where it scientifically disposes 
of over 60000 MT of Incinerable 
waste annually. 

The daily quality and quantity of
Municipal Waste makes it a challenge
for the state and municipal authorities.
Detox Group has successfully over-
come this challenge by generating FCO
compliant city compost and Refuse De-
rived Fuel (RDF) from the Municipal
Waste and diverting nearly 80% of Mu-
nicipal Waste from landfills. The RDF
generated is used to offset coal in local
boilers and the city compost replaces
the chemical pesticides thereby sup-
porting the group’s vision of sustain-
able development. The Group has suc-
cessfully commissioned projects for
treatment and recovery from Munici-
pal Solid waste at a pan-India level. 

The Group is also working for Bio
Remediation of Legacy dumpsites by
profiling the waste and developing a
green belt over the remediated waste.
This helps in reclamation of land and
controlling the soil & ground water pol-
lution levels.  

The Group has recently taken up
projects for recycling of treated sewage
from Common Sewage Treatment
plants in Gujarat, whereby they shall be
providing treated water to industries
for process use. This shall help reduce
the intake of fresh water & reduce
ground water tapping by industries for

process use. The projects are expected
to be commissioned by the end of 2020.
The Group is in process of establishing
12 MLD Industrial Waste Water Recy-
cling Project for the Textile Industry in
Pali, Rajasthan wherein a zero liquid
discharge concept will be implemented,
thereby giving a boost to industrial de-
velopment in landlocked states and si-
multaneously conserving water as a
major natural resource.

The Group owns a state-of-the art
laboratory in the name of Detox Corpo-
ration Pvt. Ltd. with highest regulatory
compliance, which is accredited by
NABL and registered with MoEF with
an expertise on over 500 parameters.
DCPL has also ventured into Food &
product testing in compliance with in-
ternational standards.

The Group has launched an SPV un-
der the name of Indigo Sea Ways Pvt.
Ltd. with the Government of Gujarat
under PPP model to operate RO-RO
and RO-PAX Ferry services between
the Ghogha and Dahej ports of Gujarat.
The project was taken up by ISPL with
an aim to divert maximum vehicles
from highways to seaways, thereby re-
ducing the carbon footprint.  

The Group has established a Heavy
Engineering Manufacturing Division in
the Industrial belt of Hazira, Surat
where it is engaged in the manufactur-
ing and machining of heavy equipment
like process reactors, pressure vessels,
etc. The unit is extending its services
to many industries across Gujarat and
Maharashtra with an aim to promote
industrialisation.

With its goal of sustainable develop-
ment, the Group has always ensured
that the projects taken up are sustain-
able in nature and help conserve natural
resources like air, water, land and fossil
fuels for the future generations. 

The Detox Group firmly believes
that “The best way to predict future is
to create it!!!” and seeks to “Preserve
Environment for the next generation.”

Think Sustainable... Think Detox Group

D E T O X

Chetan Contractor, CMD, Detox Group

GROUP IS GENERATING
FCO-COMPLIANT CITY
COMPOST AND REFUSE
DERIVED FUEL FROM
MUNICIPAL WASTE AND
DIVERTING NEARLY
80% OF SUCH WASTE
FROM LANDFILLS

SEPPL-Engineering Division





WITH a legacy of over 200 years,
the oldest and the largest com-
mercial bank in India, the State

Bank of India (SBI), provides a wide range
of banking and financial services to corpo-
rate, institutional, commercial, agricul-
tural, industrial and individual customers
throughout India. It also provides interna-
tional banking to its Indian customers. 

Of the many sectors the bank serves,
one major sector is MSME. The silent
performers, MSMEs everywhere con-
tribute to GDP growth, employment and
innovation. SMEs are the most vigorous
and fast-growing part of the economy.
MSMEs always emphasise a labour-in-
tensive mode of production and employ-
ment generation, discouraging monopo-
listic practices of production and
marketing, and make a significant contri-
bution to the foreign exchange earnings
of the nation. This facilitates the policy of
de-concentration of industrial activities
from a few geographical centres. It can be
observed that by and large, SMEs in In-
dia met the expectations of every stake-
holder in this respect. Therefore, facilitat-
ing their growth and competitiveness is a
topmost priority for the bank. 

Overview of MSMEs in India 
MSMEs in India contribute 28% to In-

dia’s GDP. They account for 45% of India’s
Manufacturing Output, and 40% of India’s
Exports, contributing to 21% of employ-
ment. With 6.33 crore MSMEs across
various industries employing over 
11 crore people in 2017-18, the sector is the
2nd largest after agriculture. Over
6,000 products ranging from traditional
to high-tech items are being manufac-
tured by the MSME sector, in addition to
provision of a wide range of services. 

Overview of MSMEs in Gujarat 
Over the years, Gujarat has become

one of the most preferred locations for in-
dustrial investment in India. Gujarat is
spearheading the Indian march for global
economic superpower status due to its in-
herent entrepreneurial spirit. Besides
progressive reforms, annual industrial
summits and seminars are conducted to
boost industrial development in the state. 

MSME Financing Options
What works for Gujarat is that it offers

a variety of financing options for entre-
preneurs to pursue their dreams. And
Gujarat has plenty of options/opportuni-
ties for its entrepreneurs. Needless to say,
financing is the lifeblood of small and
medium enterprises (SMEs). 

On the 18th of February 2020, State

Bank of India, Ahmedabad Circle signed
an MoU with the Government of Gujarat
in the presence of Vijay Rupani, Chief
Minister of Gujarat and Dukhabandhu
Rath, Chief General Manager, State Bank
of India, Ahmedabad Circle. On behalf of
the Government of Gujarat, M K Das,
Principal Secretary, Industry and Mines
Department and on behalf of State Bank of
India, Ramesh Kumar Agrawal, General
Manager signed the MoU. 

This MoU facilitates flow of credit to
the MSME sector for Greenfield Projects,
Start-Ups, Women Entrepreneurs and
Entrepreneurs from backward areas of
Gujarat and will also provide a step by
step process for grant of Bank Credit to
MSMEs. To avail the credit facility the en-
trepreneur must register on Investor Fa-
cilitation Portal (IFP) of the Government
of Gujarat for MSMEs. The lead gener-
ated will be forwarded to SBI by Govern-
ment of Gujarat for further action. SBI
will give in-principle approval within 15
days of the receipt of the request for loan.

The Government of Gujarat will grant
SBI, which is the largest bank in India as
well as in the State of Gujarat, the status of
the ‘preferred bank’ and the name of SBI
will be displayed on the designated In-
vestor Facilitation Portal.

While the financial markets, through
traditional routes like banking have con-
tributed considerably in providing SMEs
access to funds, in recent times the use of
technology and electronic platforms for
lending to MSMEs by new Fintech com-
panies have resulted in significant inno-
vation in this space, with enhanced ac-
cess to funds and reduction in costs. 

However, access to bank lending alone is
not enough; providing collateral is another
significant challenge for SMEs. This chal-
lenge has been met elegantly using credit
guarantees. These funds provide partial or
full guarantees to small enterprises, which
can then use these guarantees to take collat-

eral-free loans from banks. SBI has
CGTSME and Stand Up India, Start Up
India, PMMY (MUDRA) as part of its
agenda to further financial inclusion.

SBI as Lender to MSMEs 
Acknowledging the importance of

SMEs, State Bank of India, India’s largest
bank, has a dedicated Business Unit ex-
amining the needs of the small and
medium enterprises. The Bank provides
SMEs with financial products and serv-
ices which were earlier only available to
large corporate houses. Apart from a
range of customised credit products in-
cluding competitively priced working
capital solutions, the Bank also offers
cash management services across geo-
graphical barriers, Customised Transac-
tion Banking service and Trade Finance
services, granting SMEs the benefits of
speed and convenience.

For exporters, the Bank offers a range
of risk management products. Also, there
are two Centralised Processing Cells at
Ahmedabad and Vadodara for processing
of Export and Forex related Transactions.
The bank has adopted a cluster approach
to cater to the specific needs of SMEs in
various sectors like Textile, Pharma, Ce-
ramic, etc. The bank has a dedicated team
to focus on the 'Supply Chain  financing.’ 

With simple and customer friendly ap-
plication forms, revised time norms for
loan disposal, adherence to fair practices
code, Single window finance, Competitive
interest rates, specialised branches for
SME, periodic customers meet, technical
consultancy cell for conducting viability
studies, grievance redressal system at
each branch and co-sponsoring of Entre-
preneurship Development Programme,
the bank has been able to understand the
needs of SMEs better and thus provide
them fast and reliable service. SBI has
promoted EDI of India for development
of entrepreneurship.

SBI has 1234 Branches in Gujarat, out
of which 14 branches are SME Intensive
and 40 are MSME Intensive, catering to
the need-based financing request of
SMEs across Gujarat. 
■ To cater to the needs of SMEs for loans
of ̀ 50 lakh and below, SBI has specialised
processing cells functioning in Ahmed-
abad, Jamnagar, Baroda, Rajkot, Surat,
Bhavnagar, Anand, Bharuch & Junagadh
with skilled officers. 
■ There is the SBI E-Trade/Yono Busi-
ness for LC Opening / BG Opening, tak-
ing forex Rates online to cut short the
turnaround time.
■ For SMEs having a loan requirement
of above ̀ 50.00 lakh, there is a dedicated
team of 127 Relationship Managers –
SME, who take end-to-end responsibility
for SME units. 
■ For promotion of New Entrepreneur-
ship, the bank has collateral free loans of
up to `200 lakh with Credit Guarantee
Fund Trust for Micro & Small Enter-
prises (CGTMSE); also for Women /
SC/ST entrepreneurs it has Stand Up In-
dia, Start Up India & PMMY.
■ Pre-Approved Line of Credit for emerg-
ing needs of MSMEs e.g. Open Term
Loan/ Stand By Line of Credit.
■ Cluster specific products: The bank has
specific schemes for Surat Textile Clus-
ter and Morvi Ceramic Cluster 
■ Asset Backed Loan / Mortgage Loans
for MSMEs
■ Assortment of current accounts “SME
POWER”. 
■ Electronic Dealer & Vendor financing
for Supply Chain Finance 
■ Construction Equipment loan / Lease
Rent Discounting 
■ Loan for SRTOs and Fleet Operators –
Fleet Finance.
■ Schemes for Traders, Doctors, Shop-
keepers.
■ Collection Product- Power Jyoti
■ Corporate internet Banking, E-Tax

State Bank of India has always been
well tuned to its client requirements and
updated its product offerings to be the
best in the market, not only in its features
but in pricing as well. SBI is of course well
known for its financial strength and un-
beatable lending capability. Today, the
bank is way ahead of its peers in offering
loan facilities and transaction facilities,
particularly the tech products that are on-
line, real time, and available on-the-go to
the ever mobile MSMEs.   

(Source: Annual Report 2017-18, Min-
istry of Micro, Small and Medium Enter-

prises, Government of India)
(Source: Gujarat Socio – Economic Re-

view 2017-18; DIPP; ASI 2015-16)
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STATE Bank of India is providing full fi-
nancial support by way of Education
Loan to Students for long. We sanction

loans to students for pursuing higher educa-
tion in India and abroad. We have different
schemes under our education loans to suit the
needs of the students.

Under SBI Student Loan scheme, we provide
loans to students for study in India of up to 
`10 lakh (for medical course `30 lakh) and for
study in foreign countries of up to 
`20 lakh. 

The maximum loan under the scheme can be
of `50 lakh for deserving students on a case to
case basis, for pursuing higher studies in India,
to meet the project cost requirements.

Under SBI Global Ed-Vantage (Overseas Edu-
cation Loan), loan is provided for studies abroad.
The minimum loan amount under the scheme is
`20 lakh and the maximum loan amount is 
`1.50 crore. 

Under SBI Scholar Loan scheme, loan is sanc-
tioned for pursuing higher education in India in
the selected 187 premier institutions which in-
clude IIMs, XLRI, MDI, ISB, IITs and NITs. The
loans are sanctioned at a lower rate of interest
without collateral security for higher limits of up
to ̀ 40 lakh depending upon the institute.

For loan limit of up to ̀ 7.50 lakh, no collateral
security is required whereas loans above 
`7.50 lakh need collateral security. These educa-
tion loans are to be repaid in 15 years’ tenure after
completion of moratorium period (Course period
+ 6 or 12 months). Girl students are given a con-
cession of 0.50% in rate of interest in SBI Stu-
dent Loan scheme, SBI Global Ed-Vantage
scheme & selective SBI Scholar Loan scheme.

Under the SBI Skill Loan Scheme, loan fa-
cility is provided to individuals who intend to
take up skill development courses run by In-
dustrial Training Institutes (ITIs), Polytech-
nics, training partners affiliated to National
Skill Development Corporation (NSDC)/ Sec-
tor Skill Councils, State Skill Mission, State
Skill Corporation, preferably leading to a certifi-
cate/ diploma/ degree issued by such organi-
sation as per the National Skill Qualification
Framework (NSQF). The minimum & maxi-
mum loan under the scheme is `5,000 and 
`1.50 lakh, respectively. The maximum repay-
ment period is 7 years depending upon the
quantum of the loan. 

Education loans of up to ̀ 10 lakh are covered
under the priority sector. There is Tax benefit for
education loan under Section 80E. Section 80E of
the Income tax Act, 1961 provides for deduction
for the interest on loan taken for higher educa-
tion. This amount has no upper limit and borrow-
ers can get tax benefit on the entire amount of
interest paid.

SBI 
EDUCATION

LOAN

THERE are various
types of agricul-
tural financing sys-

tems and institutions that
have contributed to the
growth of agriculture in
the state of Gujarat. In this
area, State Bank of India
is a preferred bank, having
been a pioneer in the
banking and financial sec-
tor in the state of Gujarat.

In Gujarat, farmers
have adopted modern
farming systems like drip
irrigation system, farm
mechanisation, hi-tech
poultry farming, rural
storage infrastructure,
cold storage, livestock
farming, shrimp farming,
fisheries, greenhouse
technology, floriculture
and dairy farming. For
these types of activities,
SBI provides working cap-
ital and term loan finance
to farmers. More than 700
rural and semi-urban
branches of State Bank of
India in Gujarat state have
been at the forefront of fi-
nancing such innovative
agriculture and allied ac-
tivities. In addition to all
this, State Bank of India is
the lead bank in 11 Dis-
tricts and 2 Union Territo-
ries of Diu and Daman. 

Apart from KCC, other
facilities like Agri gold
loan, Asset Backed Agri
loan, Tractor loans, loan
for Dairy and Poultry etc.
are covered under the
Agri finance schemes of
the bank.

To promote agriculture
growth in the state, 376
agriculture specialist offi-
cers, like single windows

themselves, are posted in ru-
ral and semi urban branches
to provide all banking serv-
ices including timely and easy
farm lending to the farmers.  

SBI lends money to meet
the immediate financial needs
of farmers, especially small
and marginal ones, landless
farm labourers, women, rural
artisans, etc. through Joint Li-
ability Groups and Self-help
Group Schemes. This SBI
does as a social responsibility.

As a Digital Banking initia-
tive, SBI has launched the
popular YONO (You Only
Need One) - a mobile app to
meet all the banking needs on
one platform, wherein the
bank provides special fea-
tures for farmers, like YONO
Krishi. YONO Krishi has all
the retail facilities. It caters to
the specific needs of farmers
and creates an inclusive
ecosystem for them. Under
the Mitra and Mandi options
of this mobile application,
farmers can purchase prod-
ucts, know detailed weather
forecasts and soil health in-
formation. They can open ac-
counts and also apply for
loans through this mobile ap-
plication. It is available 
in eight vernacular languages
including Gujarati language
and is easy  for use by 
the farmers.

State Bank of India is al-
ways committed to providing
excellent services and various
agriculture products to the
farmer communities. This
helps promote inclusive
growth in area of agriculture
in the state. State Bank of In-
dia has made an invaluable
contribution to the agricul-
tural development of Gujarat. 

Giving its due
to agriculture
Through its myriad credit initiatives, SBI has

played a pioneering role in the agricultural
development of Gujarat

SBI LENDS
MONEY TO
MEET THE
IMMEDIATE
FINANCIAL
NEEDS OF
FARMERS,
LANDLESS
LABOURERS,
WOMEN,
RURAL
ARTISANS,
THROUGH
JOINT
LIABILITY
GROUPS
AND SELF-
HELP GROUP
SCHEMES. IT
DOES THIS
AS PART OF
ITS SOCIAL
OBLIGATION



Banking is the backbone of India’s
economy. What does the future hold
for Gujarat State?

Yes. Banks are the backbone of any
Economy. Banks play a vital role in eco-
nomic development and provide finan-
cial resources to an individual, corpora-
tion, government or any sector in need.
Banks collect the savings of the individ-
uals and lend them out to business, peo-
ple and manufacturers. Banks play an
important role in the creation of new
capital (or capital formation) in a coun-
try and thus help the growth process.

SBI Ahmedabad Circle:
No. of Branches: 1234, No. of ATMs:

2837,  No. of CSPs: 1645 
Nowadays, the banking sector acts

as the backbone of modern business as
finance is the lifeblood of trade, com-
merce & industry. Development of a
country mainly depends upon the bank-
ing system. That is the reason why there
was adoption of technology and com-
puterisation in the banking industry.
Adoption of technology enabled the In-
dian banks to offer products like Debit
cards, Credit cards, ATM, Internet
banking, etc. Services like Core Banking
Solution (CBS), Electronic Fund Trans-
fer (EFT), Electronic Clearing System
(ECS), Real Time Gross Settlement
(RTGS) are possible due to technology
and computerisation.

SBI share in Deposits: 
Currently, in Savings Deposits, SBI

Ahmedabad Circle has 1.89 crore Sav-
ings bank customers. In Term Deposits,
we have more than 17 lakh customers.
In Current Deposits, we have more than
4 lakh customers. We have opened
around 3500 Current accounts online.

SBI has a market share of 21.96% in
Deposits in Gujarat as of Decem-
ber’2019.

SBI share in Personal Segment
Advances (Other than Home loan):

SBI Ahmedabad Circle has more
than 3 lakh loan customers in personal
segment (excluding home and home re-
lated loans). Of the total Personal seg-
ment loan customers, SBI has more
than 17000 education loan customers,
more than 1 lakh Xpress credit loan cus-
tomers and more than 34000 Pension
loan customers.

SBI has a market share of 21.05% in
Advances in Gujarat as of Decem-
ber’2019.

SBI contribution in Financial In-
clusion & Micro Finance areas:

■ SBI Ahmedabad Circle has
opened total 31.64 lakh PMJDY ac-
counts of which 29.05 lakh are operative

accounts with total deposits of 
`863.20 crore in PMJDY accounts with a
Market share of 20.57% in Gujarat.

■ SBI has 4.98 lakh PMJJBY and
12.66 lakh PMSBY enrolments with a
market share of 21.02% in PMJJBY and
20.69% in PMSBY in Gujarat.

■ SBI has 1.25 lakh APY enrolment

with market share of 14.68% in Gujarat.
■ SBI has issued 28.78 lakh Rupay

cards and has 1645 CSPs (Bank Mitras)
with 1310 micro ATMs provided to Bank
Mitras.

As regards the future of Banking,
Online banking will continue to replace
local branches. Consumers today do not

use physical bank branches as much as
they used to. A growing number of con-
sumers prefer paying for goods and
services with a card and mobile pay-
ments. And that trend will continue. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI): AI,
sometimes called machine intelligence,
is intelligence demonstrated by ma-
chines, in contrast to the natural intelli-
gence displayed by humans and ani-
mals. Recent developments in AI will
reduce the need for bank staff in roles
such as front & back office functions,
trading and risk management. We may
see AI driving financial services in cus-
tomer tailored lending, asset manage-
ment and investment & insurance prod-
ucts. Adoption of new technology will
improve customer experience and open
up new revenue streams.

2. Technology has started playing
a major role in the overall customer
experience. What’s the impact of dig-
italisation? The YONO app is a feature
we would like to know more about.

Yes, Technology has empowered cus-
tomers to get what they want, whenever
they want and how they want it. Digital
technology has transformed consumer
habits. Mobile devices, apps, automa-
tion and much more allow customers to
get what they want almost exactly at the
moment they need it. Digital transfor-
mation offers organisations an opportu-
nity to understand the modern–day
buyer, engage with them and deliver on
their expectations of a multi-channel
customer experience. Digitalisation has
helped banks to deepen customer satis-
faction and loyalty, driving long-term re-
lationships and profitability. 

YONO – (You Only Need One) is an
Omni-channel platform, built with a
customer centric and user-friendly de-
sign with a seamless experience. So,
whether you are at home or on the
move, YONO will always remain accessi-
ble to meet all the customers’ banking
and lifestyle needs. Which means not
just digital banking but our customers
can also buy, link, view and control their
other financial needs like insurance, mu-
tual funds, shares, credit cards, etc. and
do shopping on our very competitive
and discounted Online e-commerce
marketplace.

Currently, YONO is offered as a
smart phone app for both Android (ver-
sion 5 and above) and iOS. YONO offers
the ease of Anywhere and also allows
consumers to do online purchases at all
major portals. It comes with a host of
other banking convenience and state of
the art security features. SBI has made it

GUJARAT MARCHING AHEAD FROM RESOLUTION TO REALITY

March/April 2020

42

S B I

WE ARE PLAYING AVITAL ROLE IN STATE’S ECONOMY

Dukhabandhu Rath,
Chief General Manager

Dukhabandhu Rath took over as Chief General
Manager, State Bank of India, Ahmedabad Circle
on 11th December, 2017. Rath started his career
as a Probationary Officer in 1984 in
Bhubaneshwar Circle. He is a Certified Associate
of the Indian Institute of Bankers. In his career of
34 years, he has held various important
assignments in Credit, Human Resources and
International Banking including a foreign
assignment as CEO of SBI in Bangladesh. He also
had stints as i) General Manager (Network I),
Lucknow Circle, ii) Circle Development Officer,
Patna Circle, iii) CEO, Bangladesh, iv) Regional
Manager, RBO- Sambalpur, Odisha, v) Assistant
General Manager, SBI Local Head Office,
Bhubaneshwar, etc. Prior to this appointment, he
was Chief General Manager (Operations) at SBI’s
Corporate Centre, Mumbai.
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possible for the account holders to with-
draw cash from ATMs even without the
Debit card. Cardless cash withdrawals
have been made possible through SBI
YONO App and can be used when one is
not carrying the card but needs cash.

SBI Ahmedabad has registered
1150000 YONO customers and 350000
online accounts have been opened
through YONO.

Statistics (whole Bank):
■ More than 21 million active users.
■ Around 75000 new addition of

customers per day.
■ YONO cash around 100000 per

day.
■ YONO Personal Loans around

2200 per day.
■ YONO Savings Bank accounts

around 20000 per day.

3. What is SBI Gujarat contribu-
tion to Gujarat’s Economy in Home
Loan portfolio?

Over the years, the mix of market
orientation of the housing finance sys-
tem & an enabling regulatory frame-
work has lent the much desired vi-
brancy to the housing market. The
vibrancy is manifested in the intense
competition among lenders and the
wide choices available to borrowers.
Lower lending rates, rising personal in-
comes and tax incentives have con-
tributed to the increase in the demand
for housing finance.

In Home Loan portfolio SBI, Gujarat
has a contribution of 22% in the total
Housing portfolio for the state of Gu-
jarat as of the quarter ended December,
2019. In home loan and other home re-
lated loans, more than 250000 cus-
tomers have been sanctioned HL by us.
In home Top up loans, we have more
than 24000 loan accounts.

Every month we are fulfilling the
dreams of owning a house of more than
3000 customers. Further, to pass on the
benefits of Prime Minister Awas Yojana
(PMAY) to the common man, we have
sanctioned HL to more than 23000 cus-
tomers, who are entitled to receive sub-
sidy worth `600 cr. Through this
scheme (PMAY), we are fulfilling the
dreams of the common man to own a
house at subsidised rate.

Further, we are financing the entire
value chain by providing finance to
builders at affordable rate, to enable
them to complete the projects on time,
in the end benefiting the common man.
During current year only, we have sanc-
tioned loans of more than `1000 cr. to
Builders. We have financed more than
300 Builders.

We have also appointed Home Loan
counsellors/Marketing associates as
our partners and are thus providing indi-
rect employment to many people.

4. Are the SBI customers benefit-
ted from your various home loan
products?

Yes, SBI offers a wide range of
Home Loan products to suit every cus-
tomer’s need.  The major benefits to
the customers are interest calculation
on daily reducing balance, overdraft fa-
cility available, low interest rate, low
processing fee, No hidden costs, No
pre-payment penalty, repayment up to
30 years and interest concession for
women borrowers. 

SBI Maxgain is a home loan as an
overdraft. It is a customer-friendly
product enabling the customers to earn
optimal yield on their savings by reduc-
ing interest burden on home loans, with
no extra costs. The loan is sanctioned as
an overdraft with added flexibility to op-
erate the Home Loan Account like SB or
Current Account. The bank also pro-
vides cheque book/Net banking facility
for the purpose.  

SBI Realty Loan provides an oppor-
tunity to the customer to purchase a
plot for construction of house. Maxi-
mum time period stipulated for con-
struction of House is 5 years from the
date of first disbursement of the loan.
Customers are also eligible to avail an-
other home loan for construction of
house on the plot financed under SBI
Realty with the benefit of running both
the loans concurrently. 

SBI also offers Home loans to Non
Resident Indians (NRIs) and Persons of
Indian Origin (PIOs).

We have special HL products for De-
fence personnel and for Govt. / PSU em-
ployees.

SBI Home Top-Up loan is a loan for
any purpose other than speculative. All
home loans with a satisfactory repay-
ment track of at least one year are eligi-
ble under the scheme. Repayment pe-
riod is co-terminus with the underlying
Home Loan Account.

Home Loan borrowers can avail has-
sle free Insta -Top up loan online using
YONO or INB without visiting branch.

5. How do you regard the Agricul-
ture sector and farmers’ situation in
the present scenario?

Gujarat is a land where the farmer &
the industrialist prosper side by side.
Gujarat has strong Agriculture market-
ing infrastructure like APMCs, Market
yard, cold storages, processing units,
services & business centres. Gujarat is
a diversified agricultural economy. The
State’s agriculture economy has wit-
nessed a shift towards high value crops
like cotton, groundnuts, fruits and veg-
etables and condiments and spices from
low value cereals and other crops. For
Crop Production need, our Bank has
given loans to 3.24 lakh farmers under

KCC (Crop loans) Scheme so far. During
current financial year, 1.94 lakh farmers
got benefit of 4% interest subvention of
Gujarat Government over and above 5%
Subvention Benefit of Government of
India up to limit of `3.00 lakh through
our branches in Gujarat. The effective
rate of KCC up to `3.00 lakh for these
1.94 lakh farmers is 0%. 

The Animal Husbandry and Dairy
sector in Gujarat contributes signifi-
cantly to socio-economic development
of the rural economy of the State and it
provides sustainable livelihood. Gujarat
is one of the largest processors of milk
in India. The production of milk has in-
creased to 144.92 lakh tonnes in 2018-19
from 135.69 lakh tonnes in 2017-18. For
Dairy farming needs of farmers, our
Bank has given loans to more than 8000
Dairy farmers so far in Gujarat.

Gujarat’s Agriculture GDP is 19%
(`284000 crore) which is higher (in %)
than the country’s Agriculture GDP, i.e.
17.32% (`5722000 crore). As of
31.12.2019, SBI Gujarat has market share
of 13.46 % in total Agriculture Advances
(As per SLBC-Gujarat, Dec’19). 

SBI Ahmedabad Circle, has more
than 3.5 lakh Agri loan customers, 
of which more than 3.00 lakh are KCC
borrowers. 

6. Tell us about the SME portfolio
position in Gujarat and SBI’s Share in
the Gujarat Economy.

The total SME portfolio of SBI in Gu-
jarat is `65610 crore as of February, 20
(including Corporate Client Group
branches). In MSMEs, SBI in Gujarat
has a portfolio of ̀ 13932 crore as of Feb-
ruary, 20. A number of initiatives have
been taken by SBI to improve our con-
tribution in the MSME Sector, some of
which are mentioned below.

SBI Ahmedabad Circle is catering to
more than 52000 SME customers, of
which more than 41000 customers are
of MSME Sector.

7. SBI has taken many initiatives
for the MSMEs. Could you tell us
about them?

SBI has taken many initiatives for
the MSME sector. Recently, on 18-02-
2020, State Bank of India, Ahmedabad
Circle signed an MoU with the Govern-
ment of Gujarat. This MOU facilitates
flow of credit to the MSME sector for
Greenfield Projects, Start-Ups, Women
Entrepreneurs and Entrepreneurs from
backward areas of Gujarat and will also
provide a step by step process for
MSMEs to avail Bank Credit. To avail
the credit facility the entrepreneur must
register on Investor Facilitation Portal
(IFP) of Government of Gujarat for
MSMEs. The lead generated will be for-
warded to SBI by Government of Gu-

jarat for further action. SBI will give in-
principle approval within 15 days of the
date of receipt of the request for loan
through the portal. The Government of
Gujarat will grant SBI, since it is the
largest bank in India as well as in the
State of Gujarat, the status of the ‘pre-
ferred bank’ and the name of SBI will be
displayed on the designated Investor Fa-
cilitation Portal.

To cater to needs of SMEs, for loan
limit of ̀ 50 lakh and below, SBI has Spe-
cialised Processing Cells functioning in
Ahmedabad, Jamnagar, Baroda, Rajkot,
Surat, Bhavnagar, Anand, Bharuch &
Junagadh. For SMEs having loan re-
quirement of ̀ 50 lakh & above, there is a
dedicated team of 127 Relationship
Managers – SME, who take end to end
responsibilities for SME units.

For exporters, the Bank offers a
range of risk management products.
Also, there are two Centralised Process-
ing Cells at Ahmedabad and Vadodara
for processing of Export and Forex re-
lated Transactions. The bank has
adopted a cluster approach, to cater to
the specific needs of SMEs in various
sectors such as Textile, Pharma, IT,
Auto, Ceramic, etc. The bank has a ded-
icated team to focus on the 'Supply
Chain financing.’

8. SBI Gujarat’s position on NPA to
the total Advances-segment wise?

Asset quality is one of the most criti-
cal areas in determining the overall con-
dition of a bank. The primary factor af-
fecting overall asset quality is the
quality of the loan portfolio and the
credit administration programme.

We have a strong monitoring and fol-
low up system in place for prevention of
slippage to NPA and for recovery. NPA
and SMA accounts are monitored from
Branch level to the Local Head Office
level on daily basis. Currently, our
Ahmedabad Circle total NPA is less
than 1 % of the total advances. 

Our total REHBU NPA is around
0.49 % of the total REHBU Advances. In
Personal Banking Unit, our NPA is
around 0.36% of the total PBBU Ad-
vances. In Agricultural Advances, our
NPA is around 1.61% of total Agricul-
tural Advances. In SME Loans, our NPA
is around 1.11% of the total SME Loan
Portfolio. 

9. There are always going to be
challenges. What do you consider to
be the priorities in banking?

Yes, challenges will always be there.
The Key challenges & priorities for In-
dian Banks are Asset quality, Capital
Adequacy, Regulatory Compliance, In-
creasing Competition, Employee &
Technology, Customer retention, 
Cyber Security and Balance sheet
Management.
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MAN T R A

MAN Made Textiles Research
Association (MANTRA) is one
of the leading Textile Research

Associations (TRAs) in man-made fi-
bres, being associated with the Ministry
of Textiles, Government of India.
MANTRA is recognised as a Scientific
and Industrial Research Organisation
(SIRO) by the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research, Ministry of Sci-
ence & Technology, Government of In-
dia. Over and above its routine R&D and
testing activities, MANTRA has recently
developed facilities for technical textiles
and for fire and safety.

Technical Textiles
MANTRA has been designated as a

Centre of Excellence in Technical Tex-
tiles by the Govt. of Gujarat. Pilot plant
facilities for coating and laminating for 
R&D and product development have
been established. MANTRA also has
non-woven pilot plants for spunbond,
needle punch and spunlace non-woven
fabrics. MANTRA has also been desig-
nated as a Centre of Excellence in Agro-
textiles by Ministry of Textiles, jointly
with SASMIRA and Navsari Agricul-
tural University.

MANTRA has the following facilities
for technical textiles to guide entrepre-
neurs. 

MANTRA COE has a coating line
from M/s Matex, Italy, Model Multilab
900 (working width 28 inch). On this ma-
chine, there is a facility for coating with
knife and gravure roller. Coating chemi-
cals in the form of either paste or foam
can be applied. Various sampling done in-
clude umbrella fabric, vertical and roller
window blinds, banner fabrics, tarpau-
lins, artificial leather, etc. There is also a
hot calendar facility. MANTRA also has

a laminating machine from M/s Santex,
Switzerland, Model Cavimelt TSM. It is
a hot melt laminating machine where
multilayer fabrics for different applica-
tion can be made.

Under Phase-II of Centre of Excel-
lence, MANTRA had acquired Nonwo-
ven pilot plant facilities. The COE con-
sists of 500 mm semi-commercial scale
machine with hydro entanglement, nee-

dle punch, thermo and chemical bond-
ing, thus consisting of facilities which
can produce approximately 80-85% of
all Nonwoven products. The method to
produce spunlace fabrics is called hy-
droentanglement and the model is
Aquajet from Trutzschler-Flessiner
(Germany). To produce Needle Punch,
the machine is from Book-Wang (Ko-
rea). The fibre opening and carding line

is indigenous and it can process fibres
from 1.5 up to 6 deniers. 

MANTRA has developed a modern
testing laboratory to test various tech-
nical textiles including coated and lami-
nated as well as nonwoven raw materi-
als and final products. The laboratory
has equipment to evaluate high strength
technical fabrics, parachute fabrics, dia-
pers, sanitary pads, continental quilts,
agro nets, high temperature filter fab-
rics, carpets and flame proof fabrics, to
name a few.

Fire and Safety (New activity)
■ MANTRA has started activities re-
garding fire safety, auditing, etc. The
concerned department will take up the
following tasks:
■ Designing of Fire Protection system
and assistance in execution of Project
activities through a team of professional
Engineers and technicians.
■ Fire Safety Management in Indus-
tries, Institutions, Shopping Malls,
Warehouses, Commercial & Other
building facilities.
■ Fire Safety Auditing of Industries &
other facilities.
■ Training of Staff/employees in Fire
Safety profession.
■ Reliability assurance & AMC of Fire
Protection system.
■ Servicing of Fire Fighting Appli-
ances and equipment.
■ Inspection & Certification of Fire
Safety Equipment in meeting the stan-
dard and code requirements.
■ Organising Evacuation/Mock drills
at Buildings, Institutions and Industries.
■ Liasioning with Government Author-
ities for fire safety needs and advising
project in compliance of standard 
requirements.

A NAME TO RECKON WITH

Rajni S. Bachkaniwala, President, MANTRA
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I N O X  C V A

INOX INDIA is a highly specialised
cryogenic engineering company
with its head office in Vadodara, Gu-

jarat. The company specialises in stor-
age and distribution of cryogenic lique-
fied gases, such as liquid Oxygen, liquid
Nitrogen and liquefied natural gas
(LNG). INOX supplies its standard and
engineered equipment to the global mar-
ket under the brand INOXCVA. It has
manufacturing operations at 3 locations
in India, one in the City of Indiatuba (Sao
Paulo) Brazil and a stock and sale facil-
ity at Alblasserdam, Netherlands.

INOX India Pvt Ltd is part of the
multi-billion-dollar INOXGROUP of
companies, a leading industrial group
in India with operations spanning
across the country and covering Indus-
trial Gases, Chemicals, Refrigerants,
Wind Mills and Movie Distribution
(INOX Leisure). 

The company is the largest manufac-
turer of Cryogenic liquid storage and
transport tanks in India and a reputed
supplier to leading international gas
companies like Air Liquide, Air Prod-
ucts, Linde, Messer, Taiyo Nippon
Sanso, Praxair. Its impressive list of sat-
isfied customers all over the world stand
testimony to the quality of its products.

Quality is accorded utmost priority
at INOX India. Quality is paid meticu-
lous attention in the conduct of all its
business activities and that is why it has
recruited a team of experienced quality
controllers, who keep a close check on
the entire manufacturing process right
from the procurement of raw materials
to the final operational product. Strin-
gent quality control is the backbone of
its processes. It has very elaborate
manufacturing and testing procedures
to ensure that its products leave no

room for errors. Quality Assurance pro-
cedure has been incorporated into the
system of manufacturing. This activity
starts from the identification of plate
for starting the manufacturing process
and ends with certifying the job as com-
plete. Thus, at every stage Quality As-
surance is an in-built part of the pro-
duction process.

The company is certified under BS
OHSAS 18001:2007, by Bureau Veritas.

We recognise Occupational Health,
Safety and Environment as integral
part of our business performance and
we are committed to achieving contin-
ual and effective improvement through
our objectives and targets whilst com-
plying with occupational Health, Safety
and Environment legislation and other
requirements.

We have proactive management
system that enable us to deliver high

standards of work at all times. As an
Engineering company, we pay atten-
tion to safety in the design of our prod-
ucts as well as the manufacturing
processes followed by us. Ensuring the
health and safety of our employees and
protecting the environment are core
values at INOX India. We uphold these
values in the same way that we ensure
the quality of our work - by implement-
ing rigorous controls through every
phase of the processes. Our employees
receive extensive training on how to
perform their jobs safely, properly and
in compliance with environmental reg-
ulations. Highest priority is accorded
to maintenance of safety standards.
Safety audits are regularly undertaken
internally as well as by external ex-
perts and their recommendations are
meticulously implemented.

At INOX India, the need for a safe
and healthy environment is stressed.
We believe environmental responsibil-
ity goes beyond regulatory compliance;
it is an integral part of our corporate
citizenship. Protecting the environ-
ment is one of our core values. This
commitment is demonstrated in our
continued efforts to reduce pollution
and support renewable energy power
generation.

Our safety standards and employee
training programmes have enabled the
company to achieve one of the best
safety performances among industries.

The INOX Group has an extensive
tradition of community service – taking
environmental protection seriously, fos-
tering human growth and conserving
natural resources. We at INOX India are
committed to honouring this heritage
and improving the quality of life of the
communities we operate in.

WHERE QUALITY IS TOP PRIORITY
Inox India, with its headquarters at Vadodara in Gujarat, is the largest 
manufacturer of cryogenic liquid storage and transport tanks in India

ADVERTORIAL
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BRICK and Mortar, popularly
known as branch banking, is get-
ting obsolete and digital banking

is the new method of banking. The world
over, branches are getting merged/
closed. People are using Mobiles/PCs
since it provides them new relationships
and connections. Hence banks must
connect people to their money and fi-
nances in simple and easy ways in this
Digital Age. People do not care how
technology works, but they like what it
can do to ease their lives. And that is
digital banking. 

Digitisation of banking is now main-
stream, and all bank capabilities are be-
ing packaged as digital structures
whereby products are APPS, and
processes are the APIs and retailing is
contextual, delivered through mobile in-
ternet at the point of relevance. 

The Gujarat State Co-operative
Bank is now on its digital journey and is
changing its branches into sales centres
by offering various digital channels for
transactions, with its branch staff act-
ing as sales support persons for its cus-
tomers. To that extent, GSC bank fits
into the definition of a Digital Bank. 

Technology in banking & IT Vision
Technology in banking, like in any
sphere, is evolving with social media,
business analytics and cloud computing
disrupting well set technologies. In line
with business goals, GSC Bank has re-
alised its “Technology Vision” to turbo-
charge the bank to embark on a digital
journey and transform the business
landscape, keeping in mind the focus on
customer convenience and affordability.
The IT vision of the bank is just an ex-
tension of its vision statement. 

Technology vision of GSC Bank 
“To leverage banking technology so as to
provide banking services adopting the
digital ecosystem combining elements of
customer centricity, convenience, afford-
ability, social, mobile and innovation. As a
leading Apex Co-operative Bank of the
state, GSC Bank’s IT vision also encom-
passes to take all co-operative banks in
the state under one “Technology Um-
brella” so as to support smaller co-opera-
tive banks in providing the latest services
to their customers”. 

The CBS Project
GSC Bank along with NABARD (Na-

tional Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development) took the initiative to
bring all district Co-operative Banks un-
der one umbrella for implementation of
Core Banking Solution (CBS) and as a
result, all branches of district Co-opera-
tive Banks were brought on CBS plat-
form on Application Service Provider
(ASP) model by C-Edge Technologies
Ltd (A TCS-SBI Enterprise). GSC Bank
implemented this complete Project of
CBS in  Gujarat for all DCCBs in record
time along with individual DCCB teams.
Complete co-ordination for migration of
data, and later getting the staff trained
for all DCCBs was done in a very sys-
tematic way so that the project could be
completed in the shortest possible time.

BEYOND CBS
Conceptualisation & Implementation
of ‘Technology Umbrella’
GSC Bank did not just stop at this junc-
ture. In order to strengthen the co-op-
erative sector and to help all co-opera-
tive banks, the Chairman of GSC Bank
conceptualised a ‘Technology Umbrella’
for the first time in the country. Today
it has become a unique and successful
model in the whole country and a shin-
ing example for the co-operative sector
as a whole. 

Today, Technology and Banking can-
not be separated, but it requires a lot of
CAPEX and OPEX apart from techni-
cally competent manpower. The smaller
banks cannot afford the cost of going be-

yond CBS implementation, and provid-
ing other Value added Services like the
RTGS/NEFT, CTS, DBT, NACH serv-
ices, etc. due to the high costs involved,
and hence the customers of these banks
were not able to enjoy these latest bank-
ing services.

To mitigate these challenges, and
also to ensure that even smaller banks
can offer the latest banking services to
their customers at an affordable cost,
GSC Bank came up with the innovative
Technology Umbrella under which all
smaller co-operative banks can become
sub-members of GSC Bank and can of-
fer  latest services like RTGS/NEFT,
CTS, DBT, CSGL and other NACH serv-
ices to their customers. 

GSC Bank formed a competent IT
team of 35 persons for the project. It
studied the total requirements and de-
signed a scalable technical network so
that GSC Bank could serve a maximum
number of banks with its infrastructure.
It was for the first time in the country
that such a project was being under-
taken, and the concept of sub-member-
ship was actually being implemented.
After creating all the required infra-
structure in terms of hardware and soft-
ware, GSC Bank conducted a number of
seminars for all the co-operative banks in
the state to make them aware of the
benefits of the Technology Umbrella
and also the detailed process of joining
the same. 

GSC Bank’s continuous Technology
Adoption and Implementation 
To stay competitive in the current mar-
ket, offering value added services to the
bank’s customers is very necessary.
Hence the bank has introduced various
services for the GSC Bank customers.
Among these are:
ATM, POS & RuPay card services:
GSC Bank has a total of 27 ATMs
spread across Ahmedabad and Gandhi-
nagar districts. Customers are also able
to make utility bill payments through
GSCB’s ATM cum RuPay debit card. 
POS/E-commerce: GSC Bank has
launched PoS services at very competi-
tive prices. Latest PoS terminals of all
kinds (Broadband/GPS/Mobile) are
now a part of our wide portfolio of digital
banking products and services. 
Internet Banking: Apart from retail
banking customers, close to 170 banks
(District and Urban Co-operative

Banks) are utilising this service for their
daily settlement and reconciliation pur-
poses. GSC Bank also offers fund trans-
action services to its retail customers
and corporate customers through Inter-
net Banking services. 
Mobile Banking: GSC Bank has been
offering full-fledged Mobile Banking
services to its customers since June
2015. IMPS (Immediate Payment Ser-
vices) also comes bundled in GSC Bank
Mobile app. GSC Bank offers Person to
Person (P2P), Person to Account (P2A)
services through its Mobile app. 
Utility Payments & BBPS: Utility pay-
ments through Billdesk, BBPS and
Bharat QR have now been integrated
with the mobile banking platform. 
C-KYC: GSC Bank has also imple-
mented C-KYC as per regulatory guide-
lines. Through Central KYC Records
Registry, Bank has started to receive,
store, safeguard and retrieve the KYC
records of customers in digital form. 
DBT: Customers enrolled for LPG sub-
sidy through GSC Bank directly receive
the government subsidies in their bank
accounts as per the flow of DBT (Direct
Benefit Transfer) scheme. 
SMS Alerts: GSC Bank provides real
time SMS alert service for credit/debit
transactions, cheque transactions,
OTPs for password change in Internet
Banking and for financial transactions
as a second line of authentication in Mo-
bile Banking. 
Bulk SMS: GSC Bank uses bulk SMS
facility for mass customer communica-
tion and campaigns. All the RuPay and
GSC Bank exclusive offers are shared
with the esteemed customers on a regu-
lar basis through this bulk SMS service. 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI 2.0):
GSC Bank is LIVE on UPI services. It
has become one of the few rural co-op-
erative banks in the country to launch
this service within a short time. UPI al-
lows payment directly from the bank ac-
count to different merchants without
the hassle of typing in card details, or
net banking/wallet password. 
Auto Vault Locker: GSC Bank believes
in continuous product innovation to de-
light customers. Towards this, GSC Bank
has now introduced a product of the
Decade – The AutoVault based on Ro-
botic Technology. This is a first of its kind
initiative in the country wherein robotic
technology based auto lockers/ vaults are
offered to customers at very affordable

Gujarat State Co-op Bank - The Digital Journey
“GSC Bank stands as a shining star among all co-operative banks in the country. This has become

possible because of a very well-motivated management team, its employees and a supportive board of
directors with a dynamic and progressive chairman” – Ajaybhai H. Patel, Chairman, GSC 

Ajaybhai H. Patel, Chairman 
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rates. The auto vault is equipped with the
most intelligent security systems.  

Digital Marketing: The Digital Mar-
keting Strategy developed by GSC
Bank was a well-coordinated and exe-
cuted plan which has helped the bank
to promote its products and services
among the people of the Gujarat using
the very Unique Concept of GEO-Fenc-
ing. The promotional activities were
carried out via various social media
channels like Facebook, Twitter,
Google Plus, LinkedIn, Instagram, etc.
It has not only improved customer re-
lationship but has also improved cus-
tomer interaction and trust because of
the transparency the bank ensures in
its services and products. 
Kiosk: Multi-Function Kiosk with Pass-
book printing, Internet banking, and
Balance enquiry facility is provided at
select branches. 
PFMS: GSC Bank is already live on
PFMS project, and customers receive
their government subsidies through
DBT in their accounts. 
Cash recycler: GSC Bank has installed
a few cash recycler machines. Cus-
tomers can now deposit cash directly
in the machine 24x7x365 without visit-
ing a branch. 
Insurance Services: GSC Bank is a cor-
porate Composite Insurance Agent. It
provides Customised Group Health In-
surance and Personal Accident Insur-
ance policies for the members of the Co-
operative sector at very affordable
premium rates. Among these is JVY
Plus, a customised and very popular
Health Insurance policy (Jyotirga-
mayVimaYojna Plus) 

GSC Bank’s upcoming offerings in
Technology Services
FRM or Fraud & Risk Management
Solution for all Digital Payment sys-
tems: GSC Bank is evaluating various
FRM systems currently and in the
coming months it will roll out a robust
FRM solution to assure its customers
that their money is safe with 
GSC Bank. 
Chat bot: To help customers by ad-
dressing their concerns and queries
instantly and at any time of the day,
GSC Bank is currently working to de-
velop a chat bot application. This chat
bot will use artificial intelligence and
machine language to give quick replies
to their queries. This will be integrated
on its Internet Banking website ini-
tially and would require no manual in-
tervention. 

All these services have enabled GSC
Bank to become a one-stop solution for
all the financial needs of an individual,
and hence a complete financial player in
the market.

THE Cooperative Move-
ment in India has com-
pleted more than 116

years.  Embedded within it is the
development of the agricultural
sector and rural India. The coop-
erative movement has directly
benefited many farmers, poor
and landless labourers, artisans,
etc. in the country.  Cooperative
banks are an integral part of the
success of the Indian finance
story. The Gujarat State Co-op-
erative Bank Ltd is one such suc-
cess story.  
About the Gujarat State Co-op-
erative Bank Ltd - GSC Bank

Gujarat State Cooperative
Bank Ltd, also known as GSC
Bank, was established in the
year 1960 and was registered un-
der the Gujarat State Coopera-
tive Societies Act 1961. Playing a vi-
tal role in channelising the flow of
credit for agriculture and allied ac-
tivities in the state, GSC Bank,
Ahmedabad is a scheduled apex
bank for the 3-Tier Short Term Co-
operative Credit Structure (STCCS)
in the state of Gujarat. 

The GSC Bank works at the apex
level, with 18 District Central Coop-
erative Banks (DCCBs) working at
the district level and more than 1389
branches and 8535 Primary Agricul-
tural Credit Societies (PACS) at the
village level. The flow of credit for
agriculture and its allied activities
happens mainly from the apex level,
through the DCCBs and PACS, to the
ultimate farmer borrowers. There
are more than 28 lakh farmer associ-
ated within the cooperative credit
structure of Gujarat.
The major functions of GSC Bank
are as under: 
Agricultural loans
GSC Bank has been providing Short
Term, Medium Term and Long Term
Finance to the Agriculture sector of
Gujarat through 18 DCCBs.  Agricul-
ture Advances are provided through
Kisan Credit Card (KCC) to the ulti-
mate farmers through its affiliated
DCCBs and PACS. 

Besides this, agricultural term
loans are provided to farmers for dig-
ging of wells, deepening of wells,
borewells, irrigation facilities, drip ir-
rigation, tractor purchasing, horticul-
ture, floriculture, dairy development
for buying cows/buffaloes, construc-

tion of godown for storage facilities,
marketing yard, cold storage, green
house, poultry farm, etc.

Retail Banking
Gujarat State Co-op. Bank has for the
first time entered into retail banking
in a big way by opening 29 branches.
All of these work on the Core Banking
Solution (CBS) platform, offering a
wide range of digitalised services like
RTGS, NEFT, CTS, CSGL Account,
RuPay ATM cum Debit Card, Plat-
inum Debit Card, Mobile Banking, In-
ternet Banking, IMPS payment serv-
ices, SMS alerts, UPI/BHIM, Stamp
Franking, DBT, Safe Deposit Lockers
and ATM services and deposit prod-
ucts like SB, Current, Term Deposit,
Recurring Deposit Accounts, FDOD
Accounts, etc.

Besides this, the bank offers var-
ious retail loans to individuals, like
vehicle loans, home loans, educa-
tion loans, consumer durable loans,
security mortgage loans, loan
against NSC/KVP/LIC, personal
loans and working capital for busi-
ness, doctors’ mitra loans, etc. on
very liberal terms and at a competi-
tive rate of interest. 
Currency Chest
The GSC Bank is the first bank in the
cooperative banking sector in Gu-
jarat to have received permission
from RBI to open “AA” class cur-
rency chest. This currency chest
caters to the cash requirements of 
18 DCCBs and nearly 240 Urban
Coop. Banks in the state.

Safe Deposit Lockers
GSC Bank offers “Safe Deposit
Lockers”, designed to safeguard
the valuables of customers and
these are loaded with benefits
that make them attractive. The
features include attractive and
most competitive rentals, has-
sle-free rent payment and locker
hirers, who have an option to
pay 3 years’ rent in advance. An
advantage to be considered here
is the nomination facility for the
lockers. The bank offers ease of
location as well. The  locker fa-
cility is available at 27 branches
out of 29 branches spread
across Ahmedabad and Gandhi-
nagar. There are extended tim-
ings for access to Safe Deposit
Locker at the Naranpura
Branch.

Auto vault - Automated safe de-
posit lockers
In order to provide its customers the
best technological related service,
the GSC Bank offers auto vault auto-
mated safe deposit lockers - a first of
its kind facility in India. These next-
generation technology- based lockers
have been developed by a Japanese
company and are extremely safe and
secure. The GSC Bank is the first co-
operative bank in India to have in-
stalled these in January, 2018.

Role vis-a-vis district central coop-
erative Banks (DCCBs)

The Gujarat State Cooperative
Bank, being the central financing
agency, acts as a leader for the three-
tier cooperative credit structure in
Gujarat. The bank has obtained a
sum of ̀ 4,300 crore as short term re-
finance from NABARD and provided
the same to the DCCBs during the
year 2019-20. 

GSC Bank has also sanctioned
an amount of `1,285 crore from its
own funds to the DCCBs during
the year 2019-20 for lending to
farmers for agricultural activities.
The bank has played an important
role in obtaining banking licences
for all the DCCBs of Gujarat as per
the instructions of Reserve Bank 
of India. 

The bank has executed an MoU
with TCS and NABARD for imple-
mentation of the CBS. All the DCCBs
have migrated to CBS platform.

Leader of cooperative sector



F G I

March/April 2020

49GUJARAT MARCHING AHEAD FROM RESOLUTION TO REALITY

THE Federation of Gujarat In-
dustries (FGI) takes pride in the
fact that it has witnessed the di-

verse circumstances of industrial de-
velopment and growth of our state and
Country since prior to the independ-
ence era. FGI’s stellar initiatives have
played a pivotal role in the rapid indus-
trialisation of Gujarat. In 1955, with the
Federation’s advocacy, Vadodara was
connected with Mumbai, Delhi and
other destinations by air and more re-
cently FGI’s regular representations
have resulted in increase of flight serv-
ices to and from Vadodara airport. The
Federation promoted the Gorwa Indus-
trial estate, the first private sector in-
dustrial estate in Vadodara and recom-
mended bringing the Gujarat Refinery
at Koyali. With FGI’s support a con-
tainer freight service was set up at
Dashrath, Gujarat and the customs, ex-
cise and service tax appellate tribunal
was constituted in Ahmedabad for ease
of access for the state’s industries. 

FGI also played a crucial role in
providing clarity and transparency on
the GST—the biggest tax reform of the
country by conducting several semi-
nars and inviting professionals and
government officials. The Interna-
tional trade and Exports sector has
contributed hugely to the progress of
Gujarat and for smoother exporting
process FGI has been empowered by
the Ministry of Commerce and Indus-
try to issue Certificate of Origin and
attest exports documents since 1964.
Two major ports in Gujarat, Hazira
and Pipavav, have made sure that
products and materials manufactured
in the state reach all the countries in
the world.

It swells our chests to see the way
our state has risen against all odds and
reached an enviable position in the
world economy. The recent direct visit
to Gujarat of the President and First
Lady of USA, an unprecedented event
which saw a sea of enthusiasts lining
up and also filling the world’s biggest
Cricket stadium at Motera, Gujarat,
was a momentous occasion and proved
Gujarat’s global worth. This visible
growth and fast-paced development is
the result of the progressive and inclu-
sive policies of the state government

which are ably supported by the Cen-
tral Government. Be it chemicals,
pharmaceuticals, textiles, engineering
or gems and jewellery, Gujarat has a
congenial business climate for all types
of industries. Several world renowned
entrepreneurs and personalities have
their roots in Gujarat and the indus-
tries they have established have played
a central role in catapulting Gujarat on
the industrial canvas of the country. 

Behind this shining Gujarat, a huge
chunk of credit goes to the Prime Min-
ister, Narendra Modi, who with his
strong vision and determination trans-
formed the state of Gujarat into a Vi-
brant state while he was the state’s
Chief Minister and is still making sure
his vision for Gujarat is fulfilled
through his leadership at the Centre.
The current Chief Minister of Gujarat,
Vijaybhai Rupani and Deputy Chief
Minister, Nitinbhai Patel, through good
governance are carrying forward the
developmental agenda of the Central
Government. Be it creating infrastruc-
ture for India’s first bullet train project
which will connect Mumbai to Ahmed-
abad, organising the internationally re-
puted biennial Vibrant Gujarat Sum-
mit, pioneering the use of renewable
energy like solar and wind energy, or
promoting national and international
tourism by building the world’s tallest
statue of the Iron Man of India, Vallab-
hbhai Patel, Gujarat has been at the
forefront when it comes to implement-
ing the policies and initiatives of the
Central Government. 

The Gujarat model of development
is a model of inclusion and strives for
everyone’s contribution and growth.
We are certainly blessed to belong to a
state where there is availability of ro-
bust infrastructure, 24-hour power,
better roads, water supply to agricul-
tural lands, big dams, ports and the
longest coastline.  

Facilitator of Gujarat’s emergence as

economic powerhouse
FGI’S INITIATIVES HAVE
PLAYED A PIVOTAL
ROLE IN INDUSTRIAL
GROWTH OF GUJARAT

Manohar Chawla, President, FGI

Paresh Saraiya, 
Senior Vice President, FGI

Bharat Shah, 
Hon. Treasurer, FGI

Abhishek Gangwal, 
Vice President, FGI

Premal Dave, 
Secretary General, FGI
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Over the last one decade, Gujarat
has achieved a very significant
place in the Indian economy and

Politics. For this, we are grateful to the
Prime Minister, Narendrabhai Modi,
whose visionary efforts for the growth
and development of Gujarat cannot be
overemphasised. Every Indian is closely
observing Gujarat and its pace of devel-
opment.  But it was the then Chief Minis-
ter of Gujarat, Narendrabhai Modi, who
framed all policies and rules for Gujarat
to grow at a global level. He gave a Global
Vision to Gujarat.  

Gujarat is one of the most progressive
and industrious States of India. The
proactive Gujarat government has always
taken initiatives for the economic and so-
cial development of the State.  Gujarat has
always been ahead in the country for its
various contributions in sectors such as
Industrial output, Exports, Education,
Tourism, etc. 

Vijaybhai Rupani, the present Chief
Minister of Gujarat, is also taking initia-
tives to make Gujarat Global in every
area. He has also been successful in con-
vincing various business communities to
mark their presence in Gujarat. One of
the important examples is PAL-V, a
Netherlands-based company which has
signed an MOU with Gujarat government
to start a flying car manufacturing plant in
Gujarat. Airbus, France,  a global leader
in the aerospace industry, has also shown
interest in establishing a world class
greenfield helicopter manufacturing fa-
cility at Dholera SIR in Gujarat with an es-
timated project cost of ̀ 2,800 crore. Tata
and Mahindra Defence are among other
companies in the Aerospace and Defence
sector to have shown interest in setting
up their units in Gujarat.

Gujarat is one of the high growth
states of the country. The Gross State Do-
mestic Product (GSDP) of Gujarat in-
creased at a CAGR of 13.53% between
2011-12 and 2019-20 to reach ̀ 17.01 trillion
($243.45 billion). Total exports from the
state stood at $67,401 million during 2018-
19 and $33,176 million in April-September
2019.In 2018-19, exports of major agricul-
ture commodities from Gujarat stood at
$3.59 billion.

Gujarat is one of the few states in the
country to have drawn up enterprising in-
dustrial policies, making it the most pre-
ferred destination not only for investors
of the country but also for foreign in-
vestors. Gujarat recently added one more
feather of achievement by acquiring a
greater share of investment intentions
from the industrial sector. In a report re-
leased by the Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade, Govern-
ment of India, it has been stated that Gu-

jarat achieved double the Foreign Direct
Investment in the first 6 months (from
April 2019 to September 2019) of 2019-20
compared to the FDI achieved in the en-
tire previous financial year.

Furthermore, in a report released by
the Department for Promotion of Indus-
try and Internal Trade a few months ago,
it is stated that Gujarat is at the forefront
of industrial investments with a share of
51% registered IEMs (Industrial Entre-
preneur Memoranda) in India. The influx
of a large amount of investment from
within the nation as well as abroad indi-
cates the efficacy of the industrial policies
of the Government of Gujarat in the last
three years. Another noteworthy fact is
that despite having only 5% of the total
population of India, Gujarat contributes
7.3% to the total GDP of the country which
shows the commitment of the state gov-
ernment towards the growth of the state,
its economy and labour force.

Apart from attracting the industry
with the effective implementation of its
progressive industrial policies, the Gov-
ernment of Gujarat is also laying emphasis
on start-ups.The state government under
the leadership of Chief Minister Vijay Ru-
pani has effectively implemented policies
like Start-up Policy 2015, IT & ITeS &
Electronics Start-ups Policy, Student
Start-up Innovation Policy to promote
start-ups, making Gujarat the most pre-
ferred destination for establishing a start-
up. Today, Gujarat has emerged as the
start-up hub of India with a share of 43%
funded start-ups.

Resolution to Reality :
■Under the leadership of Chief Minis-

ter Vijay Rupani, Gujarat achieved For-

eign Direct Investment (FDI) of 
`24,012  crore in the first 6 months from
April to September, 2019-20.

■ This is double the FDI of `12,618 cr
received in the fiscal year 2018-19.

■ Along with transparent administra-
tion, Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has fo-
cused on Ease of doing business in the
state which has led to Gujarat being a
very attractive investment destination.
Industrialists seeking to set up industries
in Gujarat are getting land and necessary
approvals easily. The Government of Gu-
jarat has made arrangements for online
acceptance of applications.

■ Gujarat is now considered the man-
ufacturing hub and automobile hub of the
country.

■ With an increase in FDI, Gujarat
has witnessed a larger inflow of invest-
ments in the manufacturing sector.

■ Government of Gujarat, under the
guidance of CM Vijay Rupani, has given a
new definition to good governance. By im-
plementing the No Pendency and People
Friendly-Industry Policy, the investment
climate in Gujarat has been made free 
of hurdles.

■ In the last three years, out of 2,574
big industries set up in the country, 735
big industries have been set up in Gujarat.

■ With the progressive industrial poli-
cies of the Government of Gujarat, Gu-
jarat has created a new record, achieving
the highest foreign investment in the
country of ̀ 1,41,161 crore from April 2000
to September 2019.

■ More than 9,000 start-ups have
been established in the country between
2014 and 2019. Out of this, Gujarat has
more than 1,500 registered start-ups.

■ Thanks to the inspiration provided

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the es-
tablishment of iCreate in the state with
the cooperation of Israel has given an op-
portunity to the youth for ideas exchange
and technology sharing. Assistance is also
being provided for start-up innovations
through iCreate.

■ Since 2016, the state has provided
assistance of `140 crore to start-ups
and more than 4,000 people have got
employment opportunities in various
start-up sectors.

■ Statue of Unity is now emerging as
one of the most renowned tourist places
in the world, attracting tourists from all
over the world. In just one year since its
unveiling, it has seen an average footfall of
15,000 visitors a day. Visiting tourists will
now also get first hand knowledge and in-
formation on Medicinal Plants which
have been used in Ayurveda for many
centuries from the recently inaugurated
17-acre Medicinal Park “Arogya Van”. 

■ Construction of Ahmedabad
Metro started on 14 March 2015, and
Phase-1 is expected to be complete by
2022. A section of the East-West corri-
dor was inaugurated on 4 March, 2019
by Prime  Minister Narendra Modi and
was opened to the public from 6 March,
2019.  The total length of the Ahmed-
abad Metro Rail Project Phase-I is
about 40.03 km, out of which approxi-
mately 6.5 km is underground and the
rest is elevated. The project will connect
the four corners of the Ahmedabad city
with 2 corridors and 32 stations. The
Metro Project as a whole is going to be-
come a lifeline for the metro city of
Ahmedabad.

■ Girnar Ropeway, a Dream Project
of our Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
will be the biggest Ropeway in Asia. The
ropeway will be approx. 2300 metres
long and pass through spectacular
views on Mount Girnar & its surround-
ing forest. It is projected that it shall run
25 trolleys at a time with approx. 8 to 10
passengers per trolley, and will take 9.5
minutes to travel from one end to the
other. It is estimated to carry 1,000 pas-
sengers per hour. This project is going
to be a Landmark Project for not only
Gujarat but the entire country.

■ It is expected that the Girnar
Ropeway Project may become an out-
standing tourist destination like the
Statue of Unity. The project erection is
almost complete and commissioning
work is going on in full swing. It is pro-
jected to be ready within a couple of
months and is expected to be opened for
the public in the first quarter of 
Year 2020-21.  

Prashant Vala,
Media Head, Gujarat BJP
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A STATE THAT IS GROWING BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS
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KEVADIYA
A Family Holiday Tour Destination

AROGYA VAN
~Abode of Peace and Meditation with Herbal Remedies~

Arogya van is a dream envisioned by Honourable Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi.

The theme of the Arogya Van is centred on well-being of
humans using a range of medicinal plants for various ailments.

Plants play an important role in curing ailments.
Through Arogya Van is shown the importance of

medicinal plants and their uses in leading a healthy life. It
focuses on Yoga, Ayurveda and Meditation and how to make it

a part of our life.

Wellness Centre
The concept of Wellness helps the healthy person to

maintain health and the diseased person to regain health.
Explore the wisdom of traditional healing in its true form at
Arogya van-Santhigiri Wellness Centre. The Gujarat Forest
Department is joining hands with Santhigiri Ashram Kerala.

This venture offers holistic healthcare
based on Ayurveda, Siddha, Panchakarma, Yoga, Marma &

Naturopathy to the citizens from India and abroad.
Come and experience true traditional treatments in the

serene atmosphere of the Narmada Valley!

Address 
Arogya Van

Opp. Tankhala Road, Kevadia, Gujarat - 393155
artoarogyavan@gmail.com, https://statueofunity.in

Ph: +91 98790 60842








