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APPROACH	–	ANSWER:	G.	S.	MAINS	MOCK	TEST	-	1506	(2021)	
	

1.	 Despite	 the	high	hopes,	 India’s	 strategic	partnership	with	 the	EU	has	been	underperforming.	
Comment.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:	

• Give	a	brief	introduction	about	India-EU	relations.	
• Then	bring	out	the	factors	creating	high	hopes	from	these	relations.	
• Bring	out	the	factors	behind	underperformance	in	these	relations,	despite	such	high	hopes.	
• Conclude	with	a	way	forward.	

Answer:	

India-European	 Union	 Strategic	 partnership	 dates	 back	 to	 2004.	 The	 importance,	 both	 economic	
and	political,	of	this	Asian	giant	for	the	EU	is	unquestionable.	India	is	its	10th	largest	trading	partner	
and	is	also	a	privileged	partner	on	innovation	issues.		

India-EU	partnership	has	high	hopes	in	context	of	various	factors	such	as:	

• Shared	values	of	democracy	form	a	fertile	ground	for	cooperation.	
• Both	view	each	other	as	important	trading	partners.	
• Changing	geopolitical	developments	 such	as	 the	 rise	of	China	 in	Europe	and	Asia	 (e.g.	Belt	

and	Road	initiative)	has	pushed	the	EU	to	recognize	the	geostrategic	convergence	and	potential	
partnership	in	maintaining	rules	based	global	order.	

• India,	EU	see	each	other	as	partners	in	securing	the	Indian	Ocean	by	strengthening	institutions,	
rule	of	 law	and	a	 regional	 security	architecture	 to	 secure	conduit	 for	global	 trade	and	energy	
flows	as	well	as	enhancing	security.	

However,	 despite	 such	 high	 hopes	 in	 the	 partnership	 of	 EU-India,	 this	 relationship	 is	
underperforming.	For	example,	India	accounted	for	only	1.9	percent	of	EU	total	trade	in	goods	in	
2019	well	behind	China	(3.8	percent).	The	reasons	for	underperformance	can	be	understood	from	
the	following:	

• Stalled	EU-India	BTIA:	It	is	being	negotiated	since	2007	and	both	sides	have	major	differences	
on	crucial	 issues	as	EU	demands	duty	cuts	 in	automobiles,	 tax	reduction	on	wines,	strong	IPR	
regime,	relaxation	in	data	localization	norms,	protectionism	practiced	by	India	in	Geographical	
Indication	 tag	 etc.	Whereas	 India	 demands	 data	 secure	 status,	 easing	 of	 norms	 in	 temporary	
movement	of	skilled	workers	etc.	

• India’s	perception	of	the	EU:	India	views	the	EU	primarily	as	a	trade	bloc,	preferring	bilateral	
partnerships	with	member	states	for	all	political	and	security	matters.	This	is	evident	from	lack	
of	substantive	agreements	on	matters	such	as	regional	security	and	connectivity.	

• BREXIT:	After	Brexit,	India's	traditional	launchpad	into	the	European	market	will	no	longer	be	
there,	compelling	India	to	diversify	into	European	cities	as	entry-points	into	the	single	European	
market.	

• Human	rights	concerns	of	EU:	The	European	Parliament	was	critical	of	 Indian	government’s	
decision	to	scrap	Jammu	and	Kashmir’s	special	status	in	2019	and	the	Citizenship	Amendment	
Act.	

However,	the	relationship	has	also	shown	promising	potential	in	various	areas.	For	example,	launch	
of	Clean	Energy	and	Climate	Partnership,	advocacy	of	sustaining	a	rule	based	multilateral	trading	
system	with	the	UN	and	the	WTO,	sustainable	connectivity	efforts	to	counter	China’s	connectivity	
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efforts	 etc.	 15th	 India-European	 Union	 Summit	 in	 July	 2020	 endorsed	 the	 "India-EU	 Strategic	
Partnership:	 A	 Roadmap	 to	 2025”	 as	 a	 common	 roadmap	 to	 guide	 joint	 action	 and	 further	
strengthen	the	Strategic	Partnership	over	the	next	five	years.	This	is	an	opportunity	for	both	sides.	

	

2.	 Reformed	multilateralism	is	the	need	of	the	hour.	Analyse	with	reference	to	India's	position	on	
reforming	the	United	Nations.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:		
• Giving	a	brief	introduction,	highlight	the	need	for	reformed	multilateralism	especially	in	UN.	
• Enumerate	the	areas	of	reform	of	the	United	Nations	as	pursued	by	India.		
• Give	a	brief	conclusion.	

Answer:	

The	 call	 for	 “reformed	 multilateralism”	 has	 become	 an	 integral	 part	 of	 India’s	 foreign	 policy,	
seeking	 to	maximize	 the	 country’s	 participation	 in	 the	multilateral	 systems	 and	 to	 accelerate	 its	
transformation	 into	 one	 of	 the	 21st	 century’s	major	 powers.	 In	 2020	 India	 called	 for	 “reformed	
multilateralism”	 that	reflects	global	realities	of	 the	present	 times	and	discussed	topics	such	as	
expectations	of	all	stakeholders,	contemporary	challenges	and	human	welfare.	

The	need	for	reformed	multilateral	institutions,	especially	the	United	Nations,	arises	due	to:	

• Decision-making	architectures	of	the	UN,	WTO,	IMF,	etc.	are	not	representative	because	of	
domination	of	the	Global	North.	 In	the	UN,	the	veto	power	of	permanent	members	has	been	a	
major	roadblock	w.r.t.	decision-making	as	it	overrides	democratic	decisions.	

• The	UN	has	failed	to	prevent	conflicts,	including	civil	wars,	and	terrorist	attacks	resulting	
in	the	deaths	of	many	civilians,	including	hundreds	of	thousands	of	children.	

• UN	has	 not	 been	 effective,	 to	 a	 large	 extent,	 in	 tackling	 global	 issues	 such	 as	 terrorism,	
organized	crime,	and	humanitarian	disasters.		

• There	 is	 an	 urgent	 need	 of	 securing	 the	 global	 commons	 in	 the	maritime,	 cyber	 and	 outer	
space	domains.	

In	 the	 15th	 year	 of	 the	 UN,	 three	major	 themes	 permeates	 through	 India’s	 position	 on	 reformed	
multilateralism:	urgent	need	 to	complete	 the	democratisation	of	decision	making	at	 the	UNSC,	 the	
positioning	 of	 development	 issues	 at	 the	 forefront	 of	 the	 work	 of	 the	 UN,	 and	 transforming	 the	
functioning	 of	 the	UN	 into	 a	multi-stakeholder	 body	 to	 enable	 it	 to	 the	 challenges	 it	 faces.	 Indian	
foreign	policy	has	become	more	vocal	in	the	recent	past	to	reform	UN.	India	is	seeking	following	
areas	of	reform	at	UN:	

• Permanent	membership	of	UNSC:	India,	the	largest	democracy	of	the	world,	along	with	other	
G4	countries	(Japan,	Germany,	and	Brazil)	is	advocating	for	a	permanent	seat	at	the	UN	in	order	
to	make	the	body	truly	representative	in	nature.	

• UN	General	Assembly	(UNGA)	reforms:	In	UNGA,	decision	making	is	based	on	the	principle	of	
one-country	 one-vote.	 In	 case	 there	 is	 no	 consensus,	 the	 decision	 making	 becomes	 difficult.	
Further,	 the	decisions	 are	non-binding	 in	nature.	 So,	 there	 is	 a	need	 to	make	decision	making	
more	effective	by	providing	more	teeth	to	UNGA.	

• Reforms	 regarding	 UN	 Peacekeeping	 operations:	 India	 has	 contributed	 one	 of	 the	 highest	
numbers	of	troops	and	Indian	soldiers	have	suffered	the	highest	number	of	casualties	among	UN	
peacekeepers.	 With	 such	 significant	 contributions,	 India	 is	 seeking	 greater	 say	 for	 troops	
contributing	countries	like	India	in	decision	making	at	the	United	Nation.	

• India	has	been	vocal	 about	 limited	 interference	of	multilateral	 institutions	 in	bilateral	 and	
domestic	 matters,	 early	 adoption	 of	 Comprehensive	Convention	on	International	
Terrorism	(CCIT)	 to	 tackle	 the	menace	of	global	 terrorism	and	has	demanded	to	put	welfare	
and	development	issues,	especially	of	the	global	south,	as	a	priority	on	the	UNGAs	agenda.	

Apart	 from	the	UN,	 India	has	also	called	 for	 reformed	multilateralism	w.r.t.	organisations	such	as	
WTO,	IMF,	etc.	India’s	call	for	reformed	multilateralism	focuses	on	the	links	between	peace,	security,	
and	development.	India’s	role	as	an	elected	non-permanent	member	of	the	UNSC	and	the	incoming	
Chair	 of	 the	 G20	 during	 2021-2022	 provides	 a	window	 of	 opportunity	 for	 the	 country	 to	 play	 a	
leadership	role	in	reforming	and	transforming	the	United	Nations.	

For
 A

NKUR R
AJA

(a
nk

ur
ra

ja2
8@

gm
ail

.co
m

)

https://upscpdf.com << Download From >> https://upscpdf.com

Google it:- https://upscpdf.com



 

3                                                                               www.visionias.in                                                                  ©Vision IAS  

3.	 Although	the	treaty	on	Nuclear	Non-Proliferation	(NPT)	has	acquired	universal	acceptance,	 it	
remains	deeply	flawed.	Analyse	in	the	context	of	India's	position	on	the	issues	involved.	
	 (150	words)	10	

Approach:	

• Give	a	brief	introduction	about	the	Nuclear	Non-Proliferation	Treaty	(NPT).		
• Discuss	how	the	NPT	has	acquired	universal	acceptance.	
• Mention	 the	 shortcomings	 that	 need	 to	 be	 overcome	 to	 sustain	 NPT	 as	 a	 viable	 tool	 for	 the	

prevention	of	nuclear	proliferation.		
• Give	a	brief	conclusion.	

Answer:	

The	 Nuclear	 Non-Proliferation	 Treaty	 (NPT)	 came	 into	 force	 in	 1970	 to	 prevent	 the	 spread	 of	
nuclear	weapons	and	its	technology,	to	promote	cooperation	in	the	peaceful	uses	of	nuclear	energy	
and	to	further	the	goal	of	achieving	complete	nuclear	disarmament.	It	had	also	led	to	a	reduction	in	
the	 number	 of	 nuclear	 warheads	 from	 a	 peak	 of	 70,300	warheads	 in	 1986	 to	 around	 14,000	 at	
present.	 2020	 marked	 the	 50th	 anniversary	 of	 the	 entry-into-force	 of	 the	 Treaty	 on	 the	 Non-
Proliferation	of	Nuclear	Weapons	(NPT).	The	treaty	has	attained	a	near-universal	status	with	 just	
four	 hold-outs	—	 India,	 Pakistan,	 Israel	 and	 North	 Korea	 (which	 exited	 from	 treaty	 in	 2003)	—	
among	the	193	members	of	the	UN.	

However,	there	are	several	points	of	contention	that	arise	with	regard	to	the	treaty,	including:		

• Discriminatory	nature:	The	treaty	introduces	an	arbitrary	restriction	on	Non-Nuclear	Weapon	
States	 (NNWS).	While	 NNWS	 parties	 have	 committed	 not	 to	manufacture	 or	 acquire	 nuclear	
weapons;	Nuclear-Weapon	States	(NWS)	parties	have	only	committed	not	 to	assist,	encourage	
or	 induce	 any	 non-nuclear-weapon	 State	 party	 to	manufacture	 or	 otherwise	 acquire	 nuclear	
weapons.		

• Power	with	P-5	members:	The	 five	nuclear	weapon	 states	 recognised	by	 the	NPT	 (N-5)	 are	
also	the	five	permanent	members	of	the	UN	Security	Council	(P-5),	giving	rise	to	the	inevitable	
conclusion	that	Nuclear	Weapon	States	(NWS)	have	retained	political	and	military	powers.		

• Contradictory	 nature:	 The	 five	 legally	 recognized	 NWS	 appear	 determined	 to	 retain	 their	
nuclear	weapons	indefinitely.	It	is	difficult	to	move	towards	nuclear	disarmament	if	none	of	the	
five	states	are	prepared	to	implement	Article	II	of	the	second	pillar	of	the	NPT.	

• Loopholes	in	the	treaty:	Article	IV	of	the	NPT	gives	NNWS	the	right	to	pursue	nuclear	energy	
for	the	purpose	of	generating	power.		Hence,	there	is	little	that	can	be	done	to	limit	a	state	from	
using	nuclear	reactors	to	build	weapons.	

• Non-state	 actors:	The	 treaty	was	 not	 designed	 to	 address	 non-state	 actors.	 Consequently,	 it	
fails	to	address	threats	from	terrorist	organizations	and	nuclear	black	markets.	

• Non-compliance:	The	failure	of	some	Nuclear-Weapon	States	such	as	India,	Pakistan,	Israel	etc.	
to	comply	with	the	NPT	erodes	confidence	and	undermines	the	goals	of	the	treaty.		

In	 this	 context,	 India	 refused	 to	 join	 the	 treaty	 stating	 that	 it	 is	 discriminatory	 because	 of	 its	
grouping	 of	 countries	 into	 “nuclear	 have’s”	 and	 “nuclear	 have-not’s”.	 However,	 India	 has	 been	 a	
consistent	advocate	of	universal	nuclear	disarmament	under	the	umbrella	of	the	United	Nations.		

India’s	unblemished	record	on	non-proliferation	and	its	consistently	responsible	posture	on	nuclear	
weapons	including	a	no-first	use	declaration,	have	enabled	it	to	successfully	conclude	the	Indo-US	
nuclear	 deal	 in	 2008	 and	 to	 obtain	 a	waiver	 from	 the	 guidelines	 of	 the	Nuclear	 Suppliers	 Group	
(NSG).	It	worked	with	the	IAEA	for	the	safeguard	agreement	and	additional	protocol.	This	enabled	
India	to	resume	international	cooperation	in	the	nuclear	domain.	India	has	also	signed	civil	nuclear	
accords	with	Russia,	Japan,	US,	France	etc.,	with	a	focus	on	developing	mutually	beneficial	economic,	
scientific	and	technical	cooperation	for	peaceful	uses	of	nuclear	energy.	Thus,	India’s	commitment	
to	nuclear	non-proliferation	should	be	regarded	seriously	despite	its	refusal	to	ratify	the	NPT.		
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4.	 Critically	 analyse	 the	 significance	 of	membership	 of	 the	 Shanghai	 Cooperation	Organization	
(SCO)	for	India.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:		

• Briefly	discuss	about	the	origin	and	objectives	of	SCO.		
• Mention	about	India’s	membership	and	potential	benefits	for	India.		
• Present	certain	challenges/drawbacks	as	well.		
• Conclude	accordingly.		

Answer:		

The	 Shanghai	 Cooperation	 Organization	 (SCO)	 was	 established	 in	 2001	 as	 a	 multilateral	
association	to	ensure	security	and	maintain	stability	across	the	Eurasian	region,	enhance	trade,	as	
well	as	cultural	and	humanitarian	cooperation.	India	became	a	full	member	of	SCO	in	2017.	It	has	8	
members	form	Eurasia	and	South	Asia.	

India’s	membership	of	the	SCO	has	following	benefits:		

• Multi-pronged	engagement:	SCO	gives	 India	a	 singular	platform	 to	deepen	 ties	with	Russia;	
monitor	 and	 counter	 the	 influence	 of	 China	 and	 Pakistan,	 and	 expand	 economic	 and	 cultural	
cooperation	with	Central	Asian	Republics	(CARs).	

• Connectivity:	The	lack	of	adequate	connectivity	with	the	CARs	has	been	a	major	constraint	for	
India.	 India’s	 pending	 energy	 projects	 like	 the	 TAPI	 pipeline,	 IPI	 pipeline,	 and	 CASA	 -1000	
electricity	transmission	projects	can	get	a	much-needed	push.	

• Access	to	resources:	The	CARs	supply	around	10	percent	of	oil	and	energy	to	the	world.	With	
India	being	one	of	the	most	energy-hungry	nations,	involvement	in	the	SCO	provides	it	with	an	
opportunity	to	satisfy	its	energy	requirements	through	regional	diplomacy.	

• Counterterrorism:	India	through	the	Regional	Anti-Terrorism	Structure	(RATS)	of	the	SCO	
can	 improve	 its	 counterterrorism	 experience,	 by	 working	 toward	 intelligence	 sharing,	
developing	best	practices	and	technologies,	extradition	arrangements	etc.	

• Afghanistan	question:	India,	being	a	major	stakeholder	in	Afghanistan,	alongside	the	SCO,	may	
get	 an	 opportunity	 to	 fill	 the	 security	 vacuum	 left	 after	 the	 NATO	 withdrawal.	 India’s	 full	
membership	in	the	SCO	will	allow	it	to	have	a	pivotal	say	on	the	issue.	

However,	several	experts	argue	that	India	will	not	gain	much	from	its	participation	in	the	SCO	due	
to	following	reasons:		

• Pakistan	 entanglement:	 Alongside	 India,	 Pakistan	 was	 accepted	 as	 a	 full	 member.	 The	
presence	of	Pakistan	and	the	dominance	of	China	in	the	SCO,	arguably	limit	India	to	a	secondary	
role	in	the	organization.	

• Connectivity	 to	 CARs:	 There	 are	 differences	 on	 the	 idea	 of	 connectivity	 being	 put	 forth	 by	
different	 SCO	members.	 India	 has	 its	 focus	 on	 International	 North-South	 Transport	 Corridor	
(INSTC),	 the	 Ashgabat	 Agreement,	 the	 Chabahar	 port	whereas	 rest	 of	 the	 members	 have	
embraced	China’s	BRI.	 India	 remains	 the	 lone	member	 of	 the	 SCO	with	 objections	 to	 the	BRI	
owing	to	violation	of	its	sovereignty.	

• Counter	terrorism:	The	organization	has	done	little	in	practical	terms	to	counter	terrorism	as	
Pakistan	is	still	 indulged	in	a	major	proxy	war	with	India.	Moreover,	SCO	has	not	been	able	to	
provide	a	platform	to	India	in	the	Afghanistan	peace	process.	

• Minimal	Engagement:	 India	does	not	have	a	 significant	 standing	 in	 the	 region.	 For	 instance,	
India’s	bilateral	 trade	with	Central	Asia	 stands	at	 about	$2	billion	and	with	Russia	about	$10	
billion	in	2017	as	opposed	to	over	$50	billion	and	$100	billion	respectively	for	China.	

Given	 the	 increasing	 role	 and	 significance	of	 the	 SCO	 in	 the	Eurasian	 region	and	beyond,	 India	 is	
likely	to	benefit	more	in	the	long-term	by	joining	the	organisation	rather	than	by	staying	out	of	it.	
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5.	 Democracies	across	the	world	must	take	appropriate	measures	to	protect	freedom	in	the	era	of	
technological	transformation.	Discuss.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:		

• Introduce	 by	 giving	 the	 context	 of	 state	 regulation	 of	 tech	 giants	 globally	 in	 the	 wake	 of	
technological	transformation.	

• Discuss	the	need	for	modernization	of	laws.		
• Mention	measures	that	can	be	taken	to	protect	freedom	in	this	regard.		
• Conclude	accordingly.	

Answer:	

Proliferation	 of	 social	 media	 users	 is	 one	 of	 the	 examples	 of	 technologies	 potential	 to	 aid	
democracy.	With	growing	digitization,	countries	across	the	world	are	debating	 for	 legislation	that	
would	 require	 technological	 giants	 like	 Google	 and	 Facebook	 to	 enter	 into	 payment	 negotiations	
with	 media	 companies	 for	 using	 their	 content,	 with	 an	 arbitrator	 mandated	 to	 adjudicate	 if	 an	
agreement	cannot	be	reached.		

Globally,	there	has	been	a	trend	to	curb	the	freedom	of	individuals,	institutions	as	well	as	states	and	
is	reflected	in	following	ways:	

• Political	manipulation:	Political	advertisements	by	tech	companies	aim	at	individual	targeting	
of	voters	thereby	influencing	their	voting	behaviour	and	negatively	impacting	the	ideal	of	free	
and	fair	elections.	Ex:	Role	of	Cambridge	Analytica	in	meddling	in	US	elections.	

• Concentration	of	economic	power:	The	five	biggest	tech	companies	now	represent	more	than	
one-fifth	of	the	market	capitalization	of	the	S&P	500.	This	concentration	has	the	ability	to	swing	
political	campaigns	and	impinge	on	the	individual’s	right	to	choose.	

• Disinformation/fake	 news:	 The	 advent	 of	 social	 media	 has	 decentralized	 the	 creation	 and	
propagation	 of	 fake	 news.	 This	 has	 also	 given	 rise	 to	 several	 other	 issues	 like	mob	 lynching,	
polarization	of	society,	“infodemic”	of	COVID	untruths,	etc.	

• Rise	 of	 digital	 geopolitics:	The	 aggregation	 of	 individual	 identities,	mobilization	 of	 political	
voices,	determinants	of	economic	growth	and	provision	of	national	security	have	now	migrated	
to	the	digital	and	virtual	arenas.	

• Protection	 of	 individual	 privacy:	Owing	 to	 increasing	 penetration	 of	 the	 internet,	 a	 lot	 of	
personal	data	is	being	generated	which	is	vulnerable	to	being	manipulated	by	these	tech	giants.	
For	instance,	India	has	around	600	million	internet	users	presently.	

Thus,	manipulation	of	public	opinion,	opaqueness	of	data	usage,	cyber-attacks,	cyber	bullying,	the	
disproportionate	 influence	 of	 technology	 companies,	 have	 also	 highlighted	 the	 challenges	 to	
democracy.	Added	to	it	are	the	issues	of	balancing	the	need	for	internet	freedom	and	privacy	rights	
with	measure	against	security	concerns.	

Measures	that	can	be	taken:	

• Fixing	responsibility	for	tech	giants:	There	is	a	need	for	laying	down	a	clear	set	of	obligations	
and	responsibilities	for	the	digital	giants.	Countries	around	the	world	are	striving	to	restore	the	
primacy	of	elected	governments	aimed	at	ensuring	digital	sovereignty.		

• Institutional	 measures:	 There	 is	 a	 need	 for	 an	 independent	 regulator	 or	 Data	 Protection	
Authority,	which	will	oversee	assessment	and	audits.	

• Ensuring	privacy	of	individuals:	There	is	a	need	to	ensure	that	data	is	appropriately	localized	
and	that	individuals	are	provided	full	privacy	protection.		

• Digital	awareness:	Awareness	in	the	community	in	order	to	bridge	the	Information	asymmetry	
between	the	tech	giants	and	the	users	of	technology.	

In	 this	 context,	 the	 EU	 has	 passed	 the	 General	 Data	 Protection	 Regulation,	 which	 imposes	
obligations	on	organizations	anywhere,	so	long	as	they	target	or	collect	data	related	to	people	in	the	
EU.	 The	 Indian	government	 too	 recently	 came	 up	 with	 the	 Information	 Technology	
(Intermediary	Guidelines	and	Digital	Media	Ethics	Code)	Rules,	2021.	However,	it	is	important	
that	the	rules	do	not	give	governments	indiscriminate	power	over	online	expression.		
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6.	 Highlighting	the	existing	gaps	in	the	South	Asian	energy	cooperation,	bring	out	the	steps	taken	
by	India	to	promote	energy	cooperation	with	its	neighbours.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:	

• Introduce	by	mentioning	the	need	for	energy	cooperation	in	the	South	Asian	region.	
• Explain	the	gaps	in	the	current	South	Asian	energy	cooperation.	
• Mention	the	steps	taken	by	India	to	promote	energy	cooperation	with	its	neighbours.	
• Conclude	appropriately.	

Answer:	

The	 need	 for	 energy	 cooperation	 in	 the	 South	 Asian	 region	 arises	 from	 the	mismatch	 between	
energy	 demand	 and	 resource	 endowments.	 For	 instance,	 India,	 Pakistan	 and	 Bangladesh	
account	 for	 the	 major	 share	 of	 natural	 gas	 and	 coal	 resources	 in	 the	 region.	 However,	 these	
countries	 are	 also	 large	 in	 terms	 of	 area	 as	 well	 as	 population	 thereby	 increasing	 the	 resource	
demand.	Bhutan	and	Nepal,	on	 the	other	hand,	have	hydropower	potential	 in	excess	of	 their	
demand	for	electricity.	

Sri	Lanka	and	Maldives	being	island	nations	also	have	their	unique	potential	and	challenges	in	this	
context.	

Existing	gaps	in	South	Asia’s	energy	cooperation:	

• Resource	 constraints:	 While	 coal	 is	 abundant	 in	 India,	 Bangladesh	 and	 Pakistan,	 it	 is	 not	
considered	 a	 fuel	 of	 the	 future	 due	 to	 its	 pollutant	 effects.	 On	 the	 other	 hand,	 while	 gas	 is	
comparatively	a	cleaner	hydrocarbon,	supplies	are	depleting	in	Pakistan	and	Bangladesh.	

• Mobilising	 financial	 resources	 to	 develop	 the	 necessary	 energy	 infrastructure	 is	 a	 major	
challenge	 to	enhance	energy	security	 in	 the	region.	One	of	 the	major	reasons	 for	 this	 is	state-
centred	approach	and	the	use	of	public	sector	enterprises.	

• Lack	of	diversification	of	 fuel	basket:	Overreliance	on	 a	 single	 fuel	 source	 leaves	 countries	
vulnerable	to	disruptions	caused	by	market	and	technological	failure	as	well	as	sabotage.	India,	
for	 instance,	 is	 heavily	 dependent	 on	 coal,	 Bangladesh	 and	 Pakistan	 on	 gas,	 and	 Bhutan	 and	
Nepal	are	predominantly	hydro-based	energy	generators.	

• Limited	focus	on	renewable	energy:	Despite	abundant	renewable	sources	available	across	the	
region	(e.g.	Afghanistan),	they	have	not	been	efficiently	tapped.		

• Slow	progress	on	regional	and	multilateral	projects:	 For	 instance,	proposals	 to	undertake	
multilateral	cooperation	on	harnessing	the	hydropower	potential	of	the	GBM	basin	have	existed	
for	decades	but	these	projects	remain	in	the	discussion	stage.	

India	is	the	largest	consumer	of	primary	energy	in	the	region	and	in	the	last	seven	years,	India’s	
renewed	enthusiasm	for	regional	energy	cooperation	in	South	Asia	has	led	to	concrete	progress	on	
multiple	cross-border	energy	projects.		

Various	steps	taken	by	India	to	promote	energy	cooperation	with	its	neighbours	are:	

• Energy	 cooperation	 in	 South	Asia	has	occurred	at	 the	bilateral	 as	well	 as	 regional	 level	 2014	
(SAARC	Framework	Agreement	 for	Energy	Cooperation).	But	bilateral	energy	cooperation	
has	been	more	successful,	particularly	between	India	and	other	SACs.	

• India	and	Bhutan:	 India	has	provided	technical	and	financial	assistance	to	Bhutan	 in	 the	
development	 of	 hydropower.	 Bhutan	 exports	 about	 1,000-1,200	 megawatts	 (MW)	 surplus	
power	to	India.	The	first	ever	Clean	Development	Mechanism	(CDM)	benefits	were	realized	
by	India-Bhutan	hydro	trade	in	2010.	

• India	and	Bangladesh:	They	have	 signed	 a	memorandum	of	understanding	 (MoU)	under	
which	100	MW	power	will	be	exported	to	Bangladesh.	India	Is	assisting	in	the	construction	
of	 Roopur	 Nuclear	 Power	 Plant	 and	 the	 Rampal	 Thermal	 Power	 Plant	 is	 an	 example	 of	
partnership	in	the	area	of	energy.	

• India	 and	 Nepal:	 Four	 hydroelectric	 schemes	 with	 an	 aggregated	 installed	 capacity	 of	
about	50	MW	have	been	implemented	in	Nepal	with	assistance	from	India.	
o The	 two	 countries	 have	 also	 signed	 an	 agreement	 worth	 US$1.04	 billion	 under	 which	 a	

900MW	plant	will	be	built	on	the	Arun	River.	
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• LNG:	A	large	LNG	facility	on	the	Bay	of	Bengal	coast	is	underway	with	participation	by	India,	
Bangladesh	and	possibly	Nepal.	New	LNG	terminals	at	Haldia	and	Dhamra	are	being	developed.		

The	 South	 Asian	 nations	 need	 to	 see	 the	 comparative	 advantages	 they	 hold	 in	 various	 energy	
sectors,	 and	 must	 come	 together	 to	 benefit	 each	 other	 via	 trade	 links.	 India	 must	 lead,	 in	 this	
context,	 by	 facilitating	 financing,	 developing	 harmonised	 technical	 regulations,	 deepening	
professional	networks,	and	enhancing	regional	business	opportunities.	

	

7.	 Highlighting	the	key	features	of	the	Vaccine	Maitri,	discuss	how	it	presents	new	opportunities	
for	India.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:	

• Introduce	the	answer	with	what	is	meant	by	Vaccine	Maitri.		
• Highlight	its	features	and	discuss	the	opportunities	it	presents.	
• Conclude.	

Answer:	

Operation	“Vaccine	Maitri”,	launched	in	January	2021,	is	an	initiative	of	India’s	humanitarian	
assistance	to	provide	the	made	in	India	Covid-19	vaccines	to	fellow	developing	countries.		

Some	features	of	Vaccine	Maitri	are:	

• Support	 to	 neighbouring	 countries:	 India	 is	 looking	 to	 ship	 almost	 10	million	 vaccines	
under	the	initiative.	Out	of	this,	it	has	already	donated	5	million	vaccines	to	its	neighbours	
including	1.5	 lakh	doses	 to	Bhutan,	20	 lakh	doses	 to	Bangladesh,	 and	10	 lakh	doses	 to	
Nepal,	strengthening	its	Neighbourhood	First	principle.	

• Health	rescue	diplomacy:	Operation	Vaccine	Maitri	has	now	reached	out	to	countries	across	
Asia,	 Africa	 and	 Latin	 America,	 with	 vaccine	 supplies	 reaching	 diverse	 nations,	 successfully	
pursuing	 its	 health	 rescue	 diplomacy	 towards	 countries	 near	 and	 far	 including	 Seychelles,	
Mauritius,	South	Africa,	Bahrain,	Syria,	Morocco,	Saudi	Arabia	and	Brazil.		

• Assisting	 WHO	 in	 outreach:	 India	 already	 has	 agreed	 to	 supply	 more	 than	 one	 billion	
coronavirus	vaccines	to	various	countries	and	to	the	World	Health	Organization-backed	Covax	
initiative	aimed	at	poorer	countries.	

• Vasudhaiva	 Kutumbakam:	 Unlike	 some	 countries	 that	 imposed	 export	 bans	 on	 essential	
medicines,	 protective	 equipment	 and	vaccines	 in	 order	 to	 attend	 solely	 to	 their	 own	 citizens’	
pressing	needs,	India	is	trying	to	share	whatever	it	can	with	less	endowed	nations	treating	them	
as	its	family.	

Opportunities	

• Foster	Make	 in	 India:	The	 Operation	Maitri	 will	 boost	 the	 image	 of	 Brand	 India	 across	 the	
world	and	thereby,	give	a	fillip	to	Make	in	India	and	India	Inc.			
o Moreover,	 enhanced	 credibility	 in	 terms	 of	 medical	 capability	 and	 reliability	 would	 also	

boost	medical	tourism	in	the	country.	
• Give	 boost	 to	 Indian	 pharma	 sector:	 Extensive	 manufacturing	 contracts	 and	 partnerships	

with	 Western	 pharmaceutical	 companies,	 such	 as	 Britain’s	 AstraZeneca,	 give	 Indian	 firms	 a	
distinct	edge	over	their	Chinese	and	Russian	competitors.			

• Boosts	 India’s	 soft	 power:	 Unlike	 China,	 which	 has	 explicitly	 demanded	 diplomatic,	
geopolitical	 and	 economic	 quid	 pro	 quos	 for	 its	 masks,	 gowns	 and	 vaccines,	 India	 is	 not	
expecting	anything	material	in	return.	Thus,	making	it	solely	a	reputation-enhancing	initiative,	
not	 a	 money-making	 enterprise	 or	 a	 bargaining	 chip	 to	 extract	 concessions	 and	 impose	
conditions.	
o It	may	boost	India’s	position	as	leader	of	the	developing	countries	in	post-covid	world	order.	

• Fosters	 bilateral	 regional	 trust	 and	 faith:	 The	 goodwill	 being	 accumulated	 from	 India’s	
vaccine	diplomacy	is	expected	to	yield	longer-term	benefits	of	increased	bilateral	and	regional	
trust	and	faith.		
o India’s	rising	stature	as	a	Good	Samaritan	and	a	responsible	power	will	 further	aid	India’s	

reform	efforts	at	global	level.	For	e.g.	the	UN	reforms.	
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In	 the	rapidly	evolving	global	geo-political	 landscape,	 the	healing	and	supportive	actions	by	 India	
through	 supply	 of	 Covishield	 and	 Covaxin	 vaccines	will	 have	 a	 huge	 impact	 in	 promoting	 peace,	
security,	cooperation	and	prosperity	in	the	region	and	the	world.		

	

8.	 Discuss	the	potential	of	India-Africa	partnership	in	shaping	global	climate	diplomacy.	
	 (150	words)	10	

Approach:	

• Briefly	write	about	global	climate	diplomacy.	
• Write	about	the	role,	India-Africa	relationship	can	play	in	shaping	global	climate	diplomacy.	
• Conclude	appropriately.	

Answer:	

The	climate	crisis	is	one	of	the	greatest	challenges	of	the	21st	century,	with	severe	environmental	
and	geopolitical	consequences.	It	calls	for	a	stronger	role	for	foreign	policy	in	international	climate	
policy	–	namely	 through	global	 climate	diplomacy.	 It	 includes	 important	 frameworks,	 such	as	 the	
UN	Framework	Convention	on	Climate	Change,	Paris	Climate	Agreement	etc.	

In	this	context,	India	and	Africa	have	a	great	potential	in	addressing	the	threat	of	climate	change.	

The	convergence	 in	commitment	 to	climate	action	 is	 reflected	 in	 India’s	SDG	commitments	and	
Africa’s	 Agenda	 2063,	 which	 envisions	 “a	 prosperous	 Africa	 based	 on	 inclusive	 growth	 and	
sustainable	development”.	India-Africa	partnership,	which	will	prove	very	consequential	in	the	21st	
century,	can	influence	the	global	climate	diplomacy	because	of	following	factors:	

• Convergence	of	interests:	India	and	Africa	both	have	to	go	through	the	natural	progression	of	
industrialization	and	development,	a	sizable	amount	of	which	will	come	through	fossil	fuel.	The	
New	Delhi	Declaration,	2008	 reaffirmed	 the	shared	vision	of	vibrancy	and	resurgence	 in	
India–Africa	relations.		

• Role	 in	 UNFCCC:	 India	 together	 with	 African	 countries	 can	 continue	 to	 put	 the	 pressure	 on	
industrialized	countries	to	accept	the	principle	of	common	but	differentiated	responsibility	
on	 the	account	of	historic	pollution	 caused	by	 those	 countries.	 In	 the	COP21,	 the	developed	
countries	 promised	 to	 mobilise	 US$100	 billion	 per	 year	 by	 2020	 to	 help	 developing	
countries	 lower	 greenhouse	 emissions	 and	 mitigate	 the	 effects	 of	 climate	 change.	 However,	
three	years	later,	it	has	become	apparent	that	this	was	an	empty	promise.		

• Role	in	other	international	forums:	India-Africa	partnership	can	play	a	leading	role	in	other	
international	forums	like	UNFCCC	on	the	line	of	International	Solar	Alliance.	A	majority	of	
the	African	states,	around	34	countries,	are	already	parts	of	International	Solar	Alliance	
(ISA)	-	launched	by	India	for	the	“massive	deployment	of	affordable	solar	energy”.	India-	Africa	
ties	on	this	will	help	in	the	effort	to	start	a	multilateral	bank	to	advance	the	goals	set	forth	under	
the	 ISA.	 The	 coming	 together	 of	 India	 and	 South	 Africa	 in	 the	 BASIC	 framework	 for	
negotiations	 at	 CoP	 15	 of	 the	UNFCCC,	 Copenhagen	 in	 2009	 is	 another	 example	 of	 this	
potential.	

• Develop	 a	 closer	 partnership:	 Given	 the	 geo-economic	 and	 geopolitical	 significance	 of	 the	
African	region,	India	has	stepped	up	climate	diplomacy	with	Africans,	which	will	encourage	the	
responsible	 engagement	 from	 the	 West	 on	 issues	 like	 finance	 and	 technology	 required	 for	
climate	change.	

As	 per	 German	 watch	 Global	 Climate	 Risk	 Index	 2020,	 India	 was	 the	 fifth	 most	 affected	
country	in	2018	due	to	extreme	climatic	events.	Recognizing	the	urgency	of	the	situation,	India	
has	 increased	 its	 share	 of	 energy	 from	 solar	 and	wind.	 It	 is	 also	 evident	 that	 isolated	 efforts	 by	
countries	to	mitigate	the	effects	of	climate	change	have	met	with	limited	success	and	there	is	need	
for	a	robust	collaborative	initiative,	which	makes	climate	change	a	significant	era	of	multilateralism	
and	owing	to	strong	convergence	of	interest,	India-	Africa	partnership	will	be	critical	in	determining	
the	future.			
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9.	 Idea	of	English-speaking	nations	cooperating	with	each	other	offers	possibilities	that	India	can	
take	advantage	of.	Examine	the	merits	of	this	view.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:		

• Briefly	mention	the	phenomena	of	cooperation	between	English-speaking	countries.		
• Highlight	the	advantages	that	India	can	get	out	of	this	cooperation.		
• Highlighting	few	concerns	that	need	to	be	removed	in	the	context,	conclude	accordingly.	

Answer:		

English-speaking	 nations	 or	 the	 Anglosphere,	 with	 Britain	 at	 its	 figurehead,	 are	 bound	 by	
common	 political	 beliefs,	 similar	 legal	 traditions,	 and	 shared	 geopolitical	 interests.	 The	
unfolding	 of	 European	 integration	 in	 the	 form	 of	Brexit	 and	 subsequent	 trade	 deal	with	 the	 EU	
gives	 energy	 to	 the	 idea	 of	 Anglosphere	 being	 the	 central	 to	 British	 foreign	 policy	 and	 its	
independent	political	role	in	the	world.		

Though	 the	 ambit	 and	 mechanics	 of	 the	 Anglo	 sphere	 is	 not	 institutionalized	 and	 there	 is	 no	
agreement	on	who	might	constitute	such	a	group,	five	nations	i.e.	UK,	USA,	Canada,	Australia	and	
New	Zealand	are	believed	to	be	at	the	core	of	the	Anglosphere.	India	needs	to	engage	with	these	
countries	for	its	own	economic,	strategic	and	national	interests	for	following	reasons:	

• Economic:	A	combined	Canada,	Australia,	New	Zealand	and	UK	will	be	one	of	the	world’s	
largest	strategic	entities	with	a	GDP	of	6	trillion	and	a	defence	expenditure	of	100	billion	
dollars	providing	significant	economic	opportunities	for	countries	partnering	with	them.		

• Indian	 Diaspora:	Most	 of	 the	 Anglosphere	 is	 relatively	 open	 and	 politically	 liberal.	 Indian	
diaspora	have	thrived	in	these	countries	and	have	become	an	integral	part	of	the	economic	
and	political	life	of	these	countries.		
o Also,	these	countries	provide	better	opportunities	for	people	to	people	engagement,	as	these	

countries	 are	 preferred	 destinations	 for	 study,	 work	 and	 emigration	 for	 several	 decades	
now.	

• Geopolitical	interests:	There	is	a	common	interest	in	creating	a	balance	of	power	in	the	Indo-
Pacific.	 These	 imperatives	have	 already	nudged	 India	 into	 a	 greater	 bilateral	 commercial	 and	
security	cooperation	with	the	prospective	members	of	the	Anglosphere.	E.g.	-	BECA,	LEMOA	and	
COMCASA	with	the	United	States.		

However,	to	realize	the	full	potential	of	the	ties	with	Anglosphere,	India	has	to	resolve	some	of	the	
concerns,	which	might	impact	the	realization	of	full	potential	of	the	opportunities:		

• India	needs	to	rebalance	the	growing	influence	of	China	and	need	to	increase	efforts	to	stay	
ahead	in	competition	from	other	emerging	economies.	

• India	is	already	engaged	with	these	countries	on	bilateral	commercial	and	security	issues	
which	need	to	be	diversified	and	strengthened	further.	Stable	balance	of	power	in	the	Indo	
Pacific	can	be	one	such	strategic	ground	for	development	of	deeper	ties	with	these	countries.	

• There	 is	 a	 requirement	 to	 resolve	 some	politically	 sensitive	 issues	 like	 the	UK's	 liberal	
stand	with	Pakistan	and	on	Kashmir,	which	can	be	a	bone	of	contention	in	future.	

Unlike	China,	India	does	not	have	to	work	too	hard	to	realise	the	natural	potential	of	its	cooperation	
with	Anglosphere	and	 India	should	be	 looking	 forward	 to	engaging	 itself	with	 these	countries	 for	
gains	in	the	international	system	which	will	be	good	for	India’s	economic	and	strategic	interests.	

	

10.	 Recent	developments	in	Myanmar	more	than	posing	a	challenge	to	India's	interests	presents	it	
with	dilemmas,	which	are	not	easy	to	resolve.	Comment.		 (150	words)	10	

Approach:	

• Briefly	write	about	the	recent	developments	in	Myanmar.	
• Establish	 the	 importance	of	Myanmar	 to	 India’s	 interests	and	 the	consequences	of	 the	regime	

change.	
• Discuss	the	dilemmas	associated	with	the	same.	
• Present	a	balanced	way	forward.	
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Answer:	

Recently,	Myanmar	military	 grabbed	power	 in	 a	 coup,	 third	 time	 in	 the	 nation’s	 history	 since	 its	
independence	 from	 British	 rule	 in	 1948.	 As	 a	 neighbour	 India’s	 interests	 ranging	 from	 border	
security,	 connectivity,	 geopolitical	 influence	 etc.	 hinge	on	 the	 stability	 in	Myanmar.	 	A	 glimpse	of	
India’	interests	and	engagements	in	Myanmar	is	provided	by	the	following:	

• Border	 insurgency:	 It	 is	 feared	 that	 the	military	 coup	 could	 disrupt	 the	 peace	 processes	 in	
North-East	 India,	 which	 shares	 a	 long	 land	 border	 with	 Myanmar.	 In	 addition	 to	 a	 renewed	
insurgent	activity,	vulnerable	civilians	could	also	be	pushed	to	cross	over	from	Myanmar,	as	has	
already	been	reported	along	the	Mizoram-Chin	border.		

• Development	 partnership:	 India	 has	 already	 invested	 around	 $1.7	 billion	 in	 development	
partnership	with	Myanmar.	Key	initiatives	include	connectivity	and	infrastructure	projects	like	
the	$400-million	Kaladan	multi-modal	transit	transport	project	connecting	Kolkata	port	to	
Sittwe	port	 in	Myanmar.	Another	major	connectivity	project	 is	 the	 India-Myanmar-Thailand	
trilateral	highway	worth	about	$250	million,	which	is	to	be	later	extended	to	Vietnam.		

• Centrality	to	India’s	foreign	policy	objectives:	Myanmar	is	very	important	for	the	success	of	
India’s	‘Neighbourhood	First’	and	‘Act	East’	policies.	It	is	the	land	bridge	to	connect	South	Asia	
and	Southeast	Asia,	and	thus	demands	a	special	place	in	India’s	diplomacy.		

• Myanmar’s	 geo-strategic	 importance:	 Myanmar	 is	 strategically	 located	 between	 the	 South	
China	Sea	and	the	Bengal	Ocean.	Any	threat	to	a	stable	democratic	government	could	affect	the	
interests	of	India	in	this	region.	

The	 progress	 in	 above-mentioned	 endeavours	 depends	 on	 the	 relation	 between	 the	 two	
governments,	the	coup	throws	some	dilemmas	in	this	context:	

• Stand	 on	 democracy	 and	 realpolitic:	 India	 has	 been	 supportive	 of	 democratic	 activism	 in	
Myanmar	in	late	1980s	and	early	1990s,	when	its	firm	support	to	protest	groups	and	students	
was	put	down	by	the	military	leaving	India	isolated.	India	has	since	become	more	pragmatic	in	
its	approach	 to	Myanmar	keeping	 in	mind	 its	national	and	security	 interests.	However,	 it	was	
the	constitutional	reforms	ushered	in	2010	and	the	elections	of	2015	that	provided	a	comfort	in	
pursuing	 these	 objectives.	 The	military	 coup	 has	 attracted	 criticism	 and	 sanctions.	 India	 as	 a	
democracy	in	the	neighbourhood	has	some	difficult	expectations	to	consider.	

• Strategy	overhaul:	Cooperation	of	Myanmar’s	military	is	paramount	in	dealing	with	insurgent	
groups	 that	 often	 take	 refuge	 in	 Myanmar.	 Any	 move	 must	 take	 into	 account	 Indian	
government’s	cautious	strategy	of	‘development	cooperation’	and	cooperation	with	Myanmar’s	
military.		

• China’s	 growing	 proximity:	 China	 has	 been	 growing	 its	 political,	 military	 and	 economic	
footprint	 in	 Myanmar.	 Similarly,	 various	 insurgent	 group	 leaders	 have	 also	 taken	 refuge	 in	
China,	and	with	Beijing’s	proximity	to	Yangon,	challenges	presented	to	India	increase	manifold.	
The	 government	must	 take	 into	 confidence	 the	 new	military	 setup	 to	 check	 China’s	 growing	
advances	in	the	region,	which	is	also	central	to	the	QUAD’s	shared	vision	of	the	Indo-Pacific.		

Owing	to	the	aforementioned	reasons,	India	has	adopted	a	more	pragmatic,	cautious	and	calibrated	
stance	 towards	 the	 regime	change	 in	 the	neighbouring	nation.	 India	 can	use	 its	engagement	with	
military	 leadership	 to	 impress	 upon	 them	 the	 need	 for	 peaceful	 transfer	 of	 power	 back	 to	 the	
elected	representatives	through	back-room	channels.	

	

11.	 While	 India-US	 relations	have	acquired	greater	depth	 in	 the	 last	 two	decades,	 the	policies	of	
Washington	 even	 in	 this	 era	 continue	 to	 pose	 challenges	 to	 New	 Delhi's	 strategic	 interests.	
Discuss	with	adequate	examples.		 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Introduce	by	writing	about	the	strengthening	Indo-US	relations.	
• Explain	the	areas	where	this	strengthening	can	be	seen.	
• Write	about	some	challenges	to	India’s	strategic	interests	arising	out	of	USA’s	policies.	
• Conclude	appropriately.	
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Answer:	

Post-Cold	War,	the	Indo-US	relationship	has	strengthened	and	gathered	pace.	Recently,	the	Indo-US	
relationship	 has	 been	 upgraded	 to	 “Comprehensive	 Global	 Strategic	 Partnership”	 in	 2020.	 The	
strengthening	of	India-US	relations	in	last	two	decades	can	be	witnessed	in	following	developments:	

• Defence:	India-USA	have	signed	defence	agreements	 like-	LEMOA,	COMCASA,	BECA	etc.	USA	
granted	 India	 the	 designation	 of	 Strategic	 Trade	 Authority	 Tier	 1,	 “providing	 India	 with	
greater	supply-chain	efficiency	by	allowing	US	companies	to	export	a	greater	range	of	dual-use	
and	high-technology	items	to	India.”	USA	has	emerged	as	the	second	largest	defence	supplier	to	
India.	

• Strategic:	 De-hyphenation	 of	 India-Pakistan	 in	 USA	 foreign	 policy	 occurred	 during	 this	 time.	
USA	 realizing	 the	 importance	 of	 India	 as	 a	 net	 security	 provider	 in	 the	 Indian	Ocean	Region,	
renamed	its	command	as	Indo-Pacific	Command.	

• Energy	and	Climate	Change:	It	includes	the	U.S.-India	Energy	Dialogue,	PACE	(Partnership	to	
Advance	 Clean	 Energy),	 Joint	 Clean	 Energy	 Research	 and	Development	 Centre	 (JCERDC),	 U.S.	
India	Partnership	for	Climate	Resilience	etc.	

• Nuclear	Energy:	Signing	of	 the	2008	nuclear	deal	between	India	and	USA	became	a	quantum	
leap	 in	 Indo-US	relations,	which	gave	 India	a	de-facto	 status	of	a	 responsible	nuclear	weapon	
state.	

• International	 forums:	USA	 has	 supported	 India’s	 entry	 into	 various	 forums-	 NSG,	 Australia	
Group	etc.	and	also	supported	India’s	candidature	for	a	reformed	UNSC.	

• Economic	 ties:	 Post	 1991,	 rise	 of	 Indian	 economy	 has	 also	 boosted	 bilateral	 relations	 with	
bilateral	trade	between	two	countries	standing	at	146.1	billion	USD	in	2019.	

However,	despite	the	momentum	in	Indo-US	relations,	some	policies	of	the	latter	continue	to	pose	
challenges	for	India,	such	as:	

• USA	secondary	sanctions:	US	imposed	unilateral	sanctions	on	Iran,	Russia	and	North	Korea	
creating	challenges	for	India	as:	
o In	the	aftermath	of	the	sanctions	on	Iran	following	the	US	withdrawal	from	the	JCPOA	India	

had	to	slash	its	oil	purchase	from	Iran,	which	was	the	third	biggest	source	of	oil	for	India	
in	 2017.	 Also,	 it	 created	 a	 strategic	 dilemma	 for	 India	 as	 Chabahar	 port	 of	 Iran	 holds	
strategic	significance	for	India.		

o As	a	consequence	of	the	CAATSA	legislation	in	the	US,	India	is	warned	of	sanctions	by	USA	
for	buying	Russia’s	S-400	air	defence	systems.	However,	 such	sanctions	have	created	a	
challenge	for	India’s	engagement	with	a	traditional	partner	like	Russia.		

• Trade	Policy		
o USA	has	recently	removed	India	from	its	list	of	developing	countries	and	will	consider	

India	as	a	developed	country	for	the	purpose	of	trade	related	practices	and	tariffs.	
o India	 is	also	put	on	U.S.A’s	“Priority	Watch	List”	 in	 the	Special	301	report	of	 the	USTR,	

which	identifies	countries	posing	challenges	to	American	IPRs.	
o USA	 also	 withdrew	 the	 Generalized	 System	 of	 Preferences	 benefits	 for	 India	 and	

accused	India	of	violating	WTO	subsidies	norms	due	to	its	MSP	regime.		
o Increased	visa	fees	for	H1-B	applicants	and	reduction	of	quota	for	Indians.	

• U.S.A’s	soft	policy	towards	Pakistan:	USA	describes	relationship	with	Pakistan	as	a	“very	good	
one”	despite	Pakistan	harbouring	terrorists	and	operating	against	India.	

India-USA	relationship	is	immensely	important;	nonetheless,	care	should	be	taken	to	ensure	that	as	
a	sovereign	country,	India’s	international	relations	are	not	dictated	by	policies	of	Washington.	Both	
countries	should	move	ahead	on	common	interests	and	address	any	concern	through	consultative	
and	cooperative	approach	through	platforms	like	the	two	plus	two	dialogue.	
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12.	 In	what	ways	is	technology	shaping	the	discourse	of	geopolitics?	Also,	discuss	the	challenges	it	
poses	to	India	and	the	way	ahead.		 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Briefly	write	about	the	geopolitics	of	technology.		
• Highlight	the	way	technology	is	shaping	the	discourse	of	geopolitics.		
• Discuss	the	challenges	it	poses	to	India.		
• Provide	the	way	ahead	and	conclude	accordingly.	

Answer:	

Technological	development	and	adoption	of	technologies	like	artificial	intelligence	and	big	data	
by	countries	has	enormous	political,	economic	and	strategic	impact.	These	technological	transitions	
not	only	affect	the	nature	of	geopolitics	but	also	get	affected	by	it.	Geographical	position,	access	to	
resources,	 relationship	 with	 other	 countries,	 national	 priorities	 and	 domestic	 constraint	
influence	every	aspect	of	the	globalized	world	including:	

• Global	security:	New	technologies	have	created	new	challenges	of	cybersecurity,	threats	of	
hybrid	 warfare	 and	 exposed	 vulnerabilities	 of	 critical	 infrastructure	 like	
telecommunications.	The	relative	 inequality	 in	 the	 intra-nation	ownership	 of	 technologies	
alters	 the	 security	 balance	 among	 countries.	 For	 instance,	 USA,	 UK	 and	 France	 have	 been	
apprehensive	of	penetration	of	Huawei	technologies	in	their	telecommunication	systems.	

• International	 standing:	 The	 extent	 of	 technological	 development	 influences	 political	
standing	both	directly	and	indirectly.	For	instance,	Israel,	irrespective	of	its	size	and	location,	
has	considerable	global	influence	due	to	its	technological	superiority.			

• Economic	 growth:	 Technological	 development	 enables	 higher	 productivity,	 improved	
efficiencies,	 enhanced	 quality	 of	 products	 and	 services	 thereby	 making	 technology	 a	 key	
variable	in	relative	economic	growth	and	prosperity	among	countries.		

• Geo-strategic	advantage:	While	development	of	fracking	technologies	led	to	the	boom	of	the	
USA’s	 shale	 industry,	 increased	adoption	of	 renewable	 energy	 technologies	 across	 the	 globe	
has	 altered	 traditional	 energy	 market	 structure	 by	 reducing	 the	 market	 share	 of	 OPEC	
countries.			

Technology	led	change	in	the	global	geopolitics	poses	various	challenges	to	India,	including:			

• Lack	of	clarity	on	effects	of	disruptive	technologies:	In	India,	there	is	the	absence	of	proper	
assessment	 of	 the	 effects	 of	 disruptive	 technologies	 such	 as	digital	 currencies,	 big	 data	
computing,	communication	hardware,	and	others.	India’s	response	to	new	technologies	like	
blockchain,	drone	technology	etc.	has	been	ambivalent,	which	has	hindered	their	development.	

• Dominant	 position	 of	 tech	 giants:	 Presently,	 an	 unprecedented	 amount	 of	 data	 is	 being	
collected	 by	 tech	 giants.	 Access	 to	 data	 of	 a	 majority	 of	 the	 population	 gives	 these	 giants	
stronger	leverage	over	the	domestic	governments	including	India.	It	prompts	them	to	use	and	
channelize	data,	which	may	be	in	violation	of	the	domestic	laws.		

• Domestic	regulations:	A	consideration	of	 the	effects	of	 focus	on	restrictions	of	 the	 flow	of	
data	through	data	protection	laws,	requirements	of	data	localization,	and	data	retention	
requirements,	 is	 required	 to	 assess	 their	 hindering	 impact	 on	 the	 growth	 of	 technological	
innovation	within	the	country	by	domestic	players.		

• Data	 governance:	 India’s	 policy	 positions	 on	 data	 governance	 have	 been	 mired	 in	
disagreement	between	businesses,	 civil	 society	and	government	departments	 on	a	wide	
range	 of	 issues.	A	 significant	 hurdle	 relates	 to	how	 the	 government	defines	 ‘data’	 as	 it	 has	
variously	referred	to	data	in	terms	of	personal	right,	as	a	public	good	and	as	a	national	resource,	
providing	little	conceptual	clarity	to	other	stakeholders.		

In	this	context,	India	can	take	the	following	actions:	

• To	 sustain	 its	 standing	 and	 exert	 influence	 in	 geopolitics,	 India	 needs	 to	 accelerate	 the	
enactment	 of	 Personal	 Data	 Protection	 Law	 and	 have	a	 clear	 stance	 on	 the	 regulation	
of	technologies	like	5G	and	blockchain	at	multilateral	fora.		

• Access	to	technology	should	be	a	key	feature	of	bilateral	relations	in	the	future	especially	
for	a	developing	country	like	India	which	has	a	large	absorptive	capacity.	
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India	needs	to	develop	a	coherent	position	across	the	domain	of	trade,	law,	finance	and	diplomacy	
based	on	domestic	and	 international	requirements.	 In	 this	regard,	 the	Ministry	of	External	Affairs	
has	 created	 the	new,	 emerging,	 and	 strategic	 technologies	 (NEST)	 division,	which	 shows	 the	
increasing	 relevance	 of	 technological	 developments	 to	 Indian	 foreign	 policy	 objectives,	 national	
security	and	strategic	interests.		

	

13.	 Elaborating	 the	 new	 strategic	 possibilities	 opening	 up	 in	 the	 Gulf	 region,	 examine	 the	
challenges	that	need	to	be	addressed	to	recalibrate	India’s	ties	with	the	region.	 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	
• Give	a	brief	introduction	about	India-Gulf	ties.		
• Elaborate	upon	the	new	strategic	possibilities	opening	up	in	the	Gulf	region.		
• Highlight	the	challenges	that	need	to	be	addressed	to	recalibrate	India’s	ties	with	the	Gulf.		
• Give	a	brief	conclusion.	

Answer:	

The	West	Asia	region	in	general	and	the	Gulf	in	particular	has	been	a	vital	region	for	India,	given	the	
presence	of	 large	diaspora,	energy	security	engagements,	political	and	security	 ties.	However,	 the	
internal	faultiness	of	this	region,	often	mired	in	conflict,	also	posed	challenges	to	a	coherent	policy	
on	 India’s	 part	 towards	 the	 region.	 In	 this	 context,	 the	 recent	 developments	 in	 the	 region	 have	
opened	new	strategic	possibilities,	for	example:	

• The	 Gulf	 countries	 have	 embarked	 upon	 massive	 economic	 diversification	 that	 includes	
projects	related	 to	renewable	energy,	higher	education,	 technological	 innovation,	 smart	cities,	
and	space	commerce.	This	opens	up	newer	avenues	of	engagement	for	India.			

• The	Gulf’s	financial	power	is	increasingly	translating	into	political	influence	and	the	ability	to	
shape	the	broader	political	narrative	in	the	Middle	East.		

• Strengthening	 of	 relations	 with	 the	 UAE	 and	 Saudi	 Arabia	 have	 been	 key	 diplomatic	
achievements	of	the	recent	decades	for	India.	

• Similarly	a	deepening	of	the	India-Israel	relations	as	well	as	the	de-hyphenation	approach	
towards	Israel	and	Palestine	were	significant	developments.		

• Most	recently,	The	Abraham	Accords	of	2020	have	further	opened	up	scope	for	Arab	Israel	
rapprochement.	This	would	remove	the	need	for	India	to	walk	a	diplomatic	tightrope	in	its	
policy	towards	the	region	and	it’s	engagements	with	different	actors.	Moreover	it	paves	the	way	
for	trilateral	cooperation	in	energy,	security,	trade	and	technology.	

• The	Gulf	 countries	deliver	economic	and	security	assistance	 to	 friendly	states,	 build	ports	
and	infrastructure,	acquire	military	bases	and	broker	peace	between	warring	parties	and	states	
including	Afghanistan,	Libya,	Somalia	etc.		

The	UAE	currently	chairs	the	Indian	Ocean	Rim	Association	(IORA)	and	has	been	eager	to	work	
with	India	in	developing	joint	infrastructure	projects.	India	needs	to	bring	scale	and	depth	to	its	
regional	initiatives	on	connectivity	and	security	in	the	Indian	Ocean.		

But	there	are	certain	challenges	that	need	to	be	addressed	to	recalibrate	India’s	ties	with	the	region,	
including:	

• Shielding	 India’s	 interests	 in	 the	 post-pandemic	 turbulence:	 Economic	 stability	 of	 the	
region	 is	 threatened	due	 to	 COVID-19,	which	 has	 forced	 the	Gulf	 to	 consider	 cutting	 back	 on	
foreign	labour.	However,	India	would	want	to	make	sure	its	workers	in	the	region	are	insulated.	
The	UAE	alone	hosts	nearly	three	million	Indian	expatriates.	India	is	also	eager	to	improve	the	
working	conditions	of	its	large	labour	force	—	close	to	eight	million	—	in	the	Gulf.	

• Inability	 to	 tap	 into	 the	 full	 possibilities	 of	 Gulf	 capital:	 The	 big	 gap	 between	 the	
investments	that	the	Gulf	is	ready	to	offer	and	India’s	ability	to	absorb	needs	to	be	reduced.	In	
2015,	Abu	Dhabi	committed	to	invest	$75	billion	in	India,	however,	India	is	a	long	distance	away	
from	facilitating	that	scale	of	investments.	

• Insufficient	attention	 to	 the	significant	reforms	unfolding	 in	 the	Gulf:	 India	needs	 to	pay	
attention	to	the	reforms	in	the	region	that	seek	to	reduce	the	influence	of	religion	in	the	social	
life,	expand	the	rights	of	women,	widen	religious	freedoms	and	promote	tolerance.		This	would	
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help	India	move	past	the	image	of	the	Gulf	as	the	source	of	extremist	religious	ideology	such	as	
Wahhabism	that	has	potential	to	destabilize	the	subcontinent	and	beyond.		

• The	 Arab-Israel	 rapprochement	 driven	 by	 a	 hardening	 of	 position	 vis-à-vis	 Iran	 would	
create	further	difficulties	for	India	in	the	context	of	energy	security,	security	of	its	citizens	
in	the	Gulf	region,	connectivity	and	stability	in	Afghanistan.		

• Increasing	 cooperation	 with	 China:	With	 Iran,	 China	 has	 displayed	 a	 keen	 interest	 in	
developing	 energy	 and	 investment	 ties	 of	 strategic	 nature.	 China's	 cooperation	 with	 the	
Gulf	countries	has	been	strengthened	in	the	fields	of	digital	economy	and	new	technologies	
in	 2020.	 It	 aims	 at	 modernizing	 national	 governance	 and	 driving	 connotative	 development	
through	technological	innovations.		

• Requirement	of	diversification	beyond	oil:	Although	the	relations	have	been	diversified	into	
security	 and	 defence	 cooperation	 including	 ‘strategic	 partnerships’	with	Gulf	 countries	 on	
issues	 such	 as	 counter-terrorism,	money	 laundering,	 cyber	 security	 etc.,	 the	major	points	 of	
relationship	 still	 revolves	 around	 energy	 security.	 Strengthening	 of	 other	 areas	 of	
cooperation,	especially	investments,	is	much	needed.	

As	 India	 seeks	 to	 recalibrate	 its	 ties	 with	 the	 Gulf,	 the	 real	 challenge	 is	 to	 get	 the	 Indian	
establishment	to	discard	outdated	perceptions	of	the	Gulf	and	seize	the	new	strategic	possibilities	
with	the	region.		

	

14.	 Transboundary	 water	 resources	 require	 renewed	 focus	 in	 India's	 neigbourhood	 policy.	
Elaborate	and	provide	adequate	reasons.		 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Discuss	the	importance	of	water	resources	in	the	South	Asian	region.	
• Mention	the	unique	position	of	India	in	the	region.	
• Highlight	 the	 importance	 of	 management	 of	 transboundary	 resources	 as	 part	 of	 India’s	

neighbourhood	policy.	
• Conclude	on	the	basis	of	the	above	points.		

Answer:	

South	Asia	accounts	for	about	22%	of	the	world’s	population	but	has	only	8.3%	of	the	global	
water	 resources.	 Considering	 the	 lack	 of	 fresh	water	 resources	 and	 its	 overexploitation,	water	 is	
becoming	the	new	oil	in	this	region.		

India	assumes	a	critical	position	in	geopolitics	of	water	governance	in	the	region,	as	 it	 is	the	only	
regional	 country	 that	 falls	 in	 all	 three	 river	 basin	 categories	—	 upper,	 middle	 and	 lower	
riparian	and	therefore,	it	has	a	direct	stake	in	all	the	important	river	basins	in	the	region.	India	
is	also	affected	by	water-related	actions	of	upstream	countries,	especially	China	and	Nepal,	while	
its	 own	 room	 for	 manoeuvre	 is	 constricted	 by	 the	 treaty	 relationships	 it	 has	 with	 downstream	
countries	i.e.	Pakistan	and	Bangladesh	on	the	Indus	and	the	Ganges,	respectively.		

With	the	changing	dynamics	of	the	region,	India	needs	to	focus	on	transboundary	water	resources	
as	part	of	its	neighbourhood	policy	as:		

• Neighbourhood	 relations:	 Sensitivity	 of	 smaller	 neighbours	 Nepal,	 Bangladesh	 and	 domestic	
prerogatives.	There	are	growing	demands	for	re-negotiation	of	the	Indus	Water	Treaty,	as	
it	 was	 concluded	 without	 any	 study	 on	 its	 potential	 long-term	 impacts	 on	 the	 Indian	 water	
situation.	Today,	deepening	water	woes	in	India’s	lower	Indus	basin	have	resulted	in	the	world’s	
second-most	 rapid	 rate	 of	 groundwater	 depletion	 in	 the	 Punjab-Haryana-Rajasthan	 belt	 after	
the	Arabian	Peninsula.	

• Transboundary	water	management	provides	scope	for	 increased	regional	cooperation	and	
coordination.	For	instance,	multilateral	cooperation	on	water	and	hydropower	resources	in	the	
Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Myanmar-Nepal	corridor.	

• It	 has	 great	 economic	 significance	 as	 water-rich	 Bhutan,	 Myanmar	 and	 Nepal	 sit	 on	 vast	
untapped	hydropower	reserves.	Bhutan’s	hydropower	exports	to	India	have	been	the	primary	
driver	 of	 one	 of	 the	 world’s	 smallest	 but	 fastest-growing	 economies.	 From	 modest,	
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environmentally	friendly,	run-of-river	plants,	Bhutan	is	stepping	up	its	India	collaboration	with	
a	reservoir-based,	2,585	MW	project	on	River	Sankosh	—	larger	than	any	dam	in	India.	

• There	 is	 increasing	 vulnerability	 to	 China’s	 actions	 regarding	 control	 of	 transboundary	
rivers	and	 its	 stance	 to	exploit	 the	upstream	water	 sources	 for	 its	own	benefits.	 In	 this	
context,	China	has	recently	announced	dams	on	the	Brahmaputra,	which	will	have	a	direct	
implication	on	India,	as	it	may	reduce	the	water	flow	downstream.	The	refusal	of	China	to	share	
data	 on	 water	 flow	 on	 the	 Brahmaputra	 shows	 the	 importance	 of	 the	 matter	 in	 diplomatic	
corridors.		

Water	 is	 increasingly	 becoming	 a	 critical	 factor	 in	 regional	 development.	 Hence,	 India	 must	
strengthen	its	hydro-diplomacy	and	exert	stronger	leadership	on	transboundary	water	issues.	India	
ought	 to	make	water	diplomacy	an	 important	 tool	 of	 its	 regional	 foreign	policy	 so	 as	 to	 facilitate	
rule-based	cooperation	and	conflict	prevention.	

	

15.	 Why	is	South	East	Asia	important	for	India?	In	this	context,	also	discuss	the	significant	aspects	
of	engagements	with	the	ASEAN.	 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Provide	a	brief	description	of	South-East	Asia.	
• Explain	the	importance	of	South-East	Asia	for	India.	
• Discuss	the	significant	aspects	of	India’s	involvement	with	ASEAN.	
• Conclude	accordingly.	

Answer:	

Southeast	Asia	consists	of	eleven	countries	that	lie	between	east	of	Indian	subcontinent	to	South	of	
China,	 and	 is	 generally	 divided	 into	 “mainland”	 and	 “island”	 zones.	 The	 mainland	 (Myanmar,	
Thailand,	Laos,	Cambodia,	 and	Vietnam)	 is	actually	an	extension	of	 the	Asian	continent.	 Island	or	
maritime	Southeast	Asia	includes	Malaysia,	Singapore,	Indonesia,	the	Philippines,	Brunei,	and	East	
Timor.		

India’s	linkages	with	Southeast	Asia	encompass	numerous	benefits:	

• Integration	 of	 North-East	 India:	 Cambodia,	 Laos,	 Myanmar,	 Thailand	 and	 Vietnam	 are	
critically	 important	 for	 development	 and	 security	 of	 India’s	 north-eastern	 states.	 Transport	
linkages	and	religious	tourism	has	further	enhanced	their	importance.	

• Economic	 interests:	 The	 three	 major	 economies	 of	 the	 region	 i.e.,	 Indonesia,	 Malaysia	 and	
Singapore	are	top	three	trade	partners	of	India	in	ASEAN.	Also,	the	region	is	home	to	booming	
economies	such	as	Thailand,	Singapore	etc.,	which	serves	as	a	model	 for	economic	growth	for	
developing	countries	like	India.	

• Protection	 of	 sea	 lanes:	 South-East	 Asia	 consists	 of	 several	 indispensable	 maritime	 transit	
routes,	particularly	the	Strait	of	Malacca.	India	needs	to	protect	the	sea	lines	of	this	region	for	its	
free	 access	 to	 Pacific.	 Also,	 India	wants	 to	 develop	 Sittwe	 port	 as	 a	 potential	 hub	 of	 a	much	
larger	Kaladan	Multi-Modal	Transit	Transport	Project.	

• Containing	 terrorism:	 India	 needs	 to	 work	 with	 South-East	 Asian	 countries	 to	 counter	
terrorist	 activities	 in	 the	 region	 and	 make	 the	 region	 a	 safe	 haven	 for	 militants	 from	 India.	
Active	 insurgencies	 exist	 in	 Thailand	 and	 Philippines	 and	 at	 least	 one	 Al-Qaeda	 based	
organisation	has	been	reported	from	Indonesia.	

Keeping	 in	mind	the	significance	of	 the	region,	 India	has	adopted	an	Act	East	policy	 that	 includes	
South-East	 Asia	 and	 has	 also	 undertaken	 sub-regional	 initiatives,	 such	 as,	 the	 Bay	 of	 Bengal	
Initiative	for	Multi-Sectoral	Technical	and	Economic	Cooperation	(BIMSTEC)	and	the	Mekong	Ganga	
Cooperation	 (MGC).	 However,	 ASEAN	 remains	 an	 important	 pillar	 of	 Act	 East	 Policy	 and	 Indo-
Pacific	Vision	of	Security	and	Growth	for	All	(SAGAR).		

Significant	aspects	of	India’s	engagement	with	ASEAN:	

India’s	 engagement	 with	 ASEAN	 is	 based	 on	 the	 pillars	 of	 Commerce,	 Culture,	 Connectivity,	
Security	and	geostrategic	interests;	this	can	be	further	seen	in:	
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• Political	cooperation:	 India	became	a	strategic	partner	of	ASEAN	in	2012.	To	strengthen	the	
existing	mechanisms	 for	consultation	and	cooperation	between	ASEAN	and	India,	 the	ASEAN-
India	 Summit,	 the	 ASEAN	 Post	 Ministerial	 Conference	 with	 India	 (PMC+1),	 etc.	 takes	 place	
regularly.	 India	 is	 also	 a	 dialogue	 partner	 in	 ASEAN	 Regional	 Forum	 (ARF).	 To	 discuss	 the	
politico-security	and	economic	issues	between	ASEAN	and	India,	Delhi	 itself	has	developed	an	
annual	track	1.5	event	i.e.,	Delhi	Dialogue	which	has	been	hosted	by	India	continuously	since	
2009.	

• Security	Cooperation:	The	challenges	related	to	maritime	security,	military,	medicine,	counter-
terrorism,	humanitarian	assistance	and	disaster	relief,	peacekeeping	operations,	humanitarian	
mine	action	and	cyber	security	are	discussed	via	ADMM+	(ASEAN	Defence	Ministers’	Meeting	
Plus)	and	ASEAN	led	East	Asia	Summit	(EAS).	

• Maritime	 Security:	 To	 promote	 maritime	 cooperation,	 including	 maritime	 security,	 counter	
piracy,	 maritime	 safety	 and	 search	 and	 rescue	 (SAR)	 cooperation,	 and	 information	 sharing,	
appropriate	 mechanisms	 have	 been	 developed	 under	 the	 ASEAN-India	 framework	 and	
ASEAN-led	mechanisms,	including	EAS,	ADMM-Plus,	ARF,	Expanded	ASEAN	Maritime	Forum.	

• Economic	 cooperation:	 India-ASEAN	 trade	 and	 investment	 relations	 have	 been	 growing	
steadily,	 with	 ASEAN	 being	 India's	 fourth	 largest	 trading	 partner.	 ASEAN-India	 free	 trade	
agreement	in	goods	has	existed	since	2010.	Further,	FTA	in	services	also	came	into	force	
in	2015.	India's	exports	to	ASEAN	 in	2019-20	were	worth	US$31.49	billion	while	 its	 imports	
from	the	bloc	reached	US$55.37	billion.	In	its	trade	with	ASEAN,	India	has	moved	to	eliminate	
tariffs	on	up	to	75	per	cent	of	12,000	tariff	lines.	To	support	India-ASEAN	led	Plan	of	Action,	
India	announced	a	contribution	of	US$	50	million	to	the	ASEAN-India	Fund.	

Thus,	 India-ASEAN	Strategic	Partnership	 stands	on	a	strong	 foundation	of	 shared	geographical,	
historical	and	civilizational	ties.	India’s	Act	East	Policy,	underlining	ASEAN	centrality,	reflects	the	
importance,	 India	 attaches	 to	 engagement	 with	 ASEAN.	 The	 17th	 India-ASEAN	 summit	 further	
underscored	these	facets	with	a	view	of	further	strengthening	the	strategic	partnership.	

	

16.	 Even	as	old	 issues	 remain	unresolved,	WTO	 is	 faced	with	 the	 challenge	of	 striking	a	balance	
between	the	interest	of	the	developed	and	developing	world.	Argue	with	reference	to	the	issues	
brought	to	the	fore	by	the	worldwide	impact	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.		 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Briefly	introduce	WTO.	
• Discuss	the	long-standing	issues,	which	have	yet	not	been	resolved	by	the	WTO.	
• Bring	forward	the	challenges	faced	by	WTO	in	striking	a	balance	between	interests	of	developed	

and	developing	countries	in	the	COVID	19	scenario.	
• Conclude	accordingly.	

Answer:	

Since	 its	 formation	 in	 1995	 the	 World	 Trade	 Organization	 (WTO)	 is	 the	 most	 significant	
multilateral	organization	dealing	with	the	rules	of	trade	between	nations.		It	acts	as	a	forum	for	
negotiating	 trade	 agreements,	 it	 settles	 trade	 disputes	 between	 its	members	 and	 it	 supports	 the	
needs	of	developing	countries.		

Though	it	has	been	successful	in	bringing	rule-based	trade,	there	are	certain	long-standing	issues	
which	remain	unresolved	until	now,	such	as:	

• Agriculture	subsidies:	WTO	considers	agricultural	subsidies	as	trade	distorting	measures	and	
keeps	 such	 subsidies	 under	Amber	 box	 and	 caps	 it	 to	 the	maximum	of	 10%	 of	 the	 total	
value	of	 the	product.	However,	 it	 raises	 the	 issue	of	 food	security	 in	 several	 countries.	The	
issues	 of	permanent	 solution	 for	 public	 food	 stockholding	 and	 “special	 and	 differential	
treatment”	 provisions	 for	 developing	 and	 least	 developed	 economies	 remain	 a	 bone	 of	
contention	between	developed	and	developing	countries.	

• Access	to	affordable	medicines:	Ever	since	the	adoption	of	TRIPS,	which	extends	protection	
to	 pharmaceuticals,	 there	 is	 a	 recurrent	 concern	 related	 to	 affordability	 of	medicines	 due	 to	

For
 A

NKUR R
AJA

(a
nk

ur
ra

ja2
8@

gm
ail

.co
m

)

https://upscpdf.com << Download From >> https://upscpdf.com

Google it:- https://upscpdf.com



 

17                                                                               www.visionias.in                                                                  ©Vision IAS  

stringent	 enforcement	 of	 IPRs.	 The	 position	 of	 developing	 countries	 reflected	 in	 the	Doha	
declaration	2001	is	often	at	odds	with	that	of	the	developed	countries.	

• Non-tariff	barriers	to	trade:	These	include	Technical	Barriers	to	Trade	(TBT)	and	Sanitary	
and	 Phytosanitary	 Measures	 (SPM).	 Developing	 countries	 like	 India	 are	 demanding	 its	
rationalisation	and	standardisation	as	it	leaves	room	for	potential	misuse	to	prevent	imports	by	
developed	countries.	

• Negotiations	on	non-trade	issues:	Developed	countries	want	to	incorporate	non-trade	issues	
such	 as	environmental	 and	 labour	 in	 the	 trade	 negotiations.	 This	may	 increase	 compliance	
costs	for	developing	countries.	

• Recognition	of	GI	Tags:	The	current	trading	arrangement	does	not	recognise	the	GI	Tags	and	
does	not	provide	associated	benefits	provided	domestically	to	the	GI	tagged	products.	

The	recent	COVID	crisis	has	further	brought	forth	several	issues,	which	have	exposed	the	inability	
of	WTO	in	striking	a	balance	between	the	interests	of	developed	and	developing	countries:	

• E-Commerce:	 There	has	been	a	pandemic	 induced	digitalisation	all	 over	 the	world.	However	
the	growth	of	digitalisation	is	uneven	as	developed	countries	and	high	income	economies	have	
comparatively	developed	 ICT	 infrastructure	and	e-commerce.	 It	 is	yet	not	 included	 in	 the	
WTO’s	original	digital	trade	agenda.	

• Vaccine	patents:	The	WTO	Agreement	on	Trade	Related	aspects	of	Intellectual	Property	Rights	
(TRIPS)	 requires	 countries	 to	 provide	 monopoly	 protections	 for	 medicines,	 tests	 and	
technologies	used	to	produce	them.	During	COVID	crisis,	countries	like	India	and	South	Africa	
wanted	 the	 WTO	 to	 waive	 Intellectual	 Property	 Rights	 for	 any	 innovation	 related	 to	
COVID	 19.	 However,	 developed	 countries	 are	 of	 the	 view	 that	 such	 a	 step	 would	 end	 the	
innovation	pipeline	and	stop	the	development	of	new	vaccines	or	boosters	to	address	variants	
in	the	virus.		

• COVID	19	support	measures:	India,	along	with	the	African	Group	and	Cuba,	sought	policy	
space	 under	 the	 multilateral	 trading	 system	 to	 impose	 higher	 tariffs	 and	 put	 export	
restrictions	 to	 deal	 with	 the	 fallout	 of	 the	 coronavirus	 pandemic.	 They	 argued	 that	
developing	 countries	 lack	 the	 fiscal	 space	 to	 provide	 large	 stimulus	 packages	 that	 the	
developed	members	have	been	able	to	provide.	

• Restrictive	measures	 in	 Services	markets:	Developed	 countries	who	want	 to	 enter	 the	
retail,	 e-commerce	 and	 insurance	 market	 of	 developing	 nations,	 often	 complain	 of	
restrictive	 measures	 adopted	 by	 these	 countries.	 Recently,	 USA	 has	 criticised	 revision	 in	
India’s	trade	policy	and	accused	it	of	introducing	barriers	to	digital	trade	including	restrictions	
on	cross-border	data	flows	and	data	localisation	requirements.	

Furthermore,	 the	 issue	 of	 strengthening	 the	 dispute	 resolution	 mechanism	 remains	 a	
lingering	 question.	This	 is	 acutely	 needed	 for	 economic	 recovery	 post	 Covid	 and	 a	 quest	 for	
sustaining	the	rules	based	multilateral	trade	order.	

	

17.	 For	 India	 to	get	 its	 larger	geostrategy	 in	place	 it	needs	 to	 finetune	 its	 Indian	Ocean	Strategy	
first.	What	are	the	challenges	in	this	context?	How	can	India	overcome	them?	 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Give	a	brief	overview	of	the	Indian	Ocean	Region	(IOR)	and	discuss	why	India	needs	to	finetune	
its	IOR	strategy	in	order	to	get	its	larger	geostrategy	in	place.	

• State	the	challenges	faced	by	India	in	the	IOR.	
• Suggest	measures	to	overcome	them.	
• Conclude	appropriately.		

Answer:	

The	 Indian	 Ocean	 Region	 (IOR)	 is	 home	 to	 one-third	 of	 the	 world’s	 population,	 25%	 of	
world’s	landmass	and	40%	of	the	world’s	oil	and	gas	reserves.	India	is	centrally	located	in	the	
Indian	Ocean,	with	a	coastline	of	7,516.6	Km	including	island	territories,	and	keenly	interested	
in	 larger	 Indo-Pacific	 for	 safeguarding	 and	 expanding	 its	 interests.	 However,	 its	 Indo-Pacific	
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approach	hinges	on	its	position	in	the	Indian	Ocean.	Hence,	India	needs	to	fine-tune	its	IOR	strategy	
to	get	its	larger	geo-strategy	in	place	as	further	elucidated	by	the	following:		

• Vital	 primary	 interests:	 The	 Indian	 ocean	 is	 vital	 space	 for	 India’s	 diplomatic	 outreach	 like	
SAGAR,	its	maritime	trade	and	energy	security,	its	coastal	security	arrangements,	counter	
terrorism	and	its	quest	for	regional	leadership.	

• Role	 as	 the	 net	 security	 provider	 in	 the	 region:	 Indian	 ocean	 is	 dotted	 by	 small	 island	
countries	 which	 require	 external	 assistance	 in	 capacity	 building	 and	 maritime	 domain	
awareness.	Similarly	the	vulnerability	to	natural	disaster	requires	co-operation	and	support	
in	 the	 form	 of	 humanitarian	 assistance	 and	 disaster	 relief	 (HADR).	 Thus,	 India’s	
leadership,	 backed	 by	 domestic	 capabilities	 and	 extensive	 regional	 partnerships	 with	
individual	 countries	 and	 regional	 groupings	 like	 the	 IRA,	 IONS	 and	 the	 Indian	 Ocean	
Association	are	crucial	for	its	international	standing	and	regional	security.		

• IOR	and	its	impact	on	the	Indo-Pacific:	The	islands	in	the	Indian	Ocean	work	significantly	to	
shape	the	security	architecture	of	the	IOR.	These	islands	play	a	vital	role	along	the	sea	lines	of	
communication	 (SLOC)	 and	 Trade	 routes.	 The	 threat	 of	 piracy	 is	 a	 transnational	 concern.	
Furthermore,	the	IOR	has	multiple	chokepoints	such	the	Strait	of	Hormuz,	Strait	of	Malacca,	
Bab-el	Mandeb,	and	so	forth.	These	choke	points	are	of	immense	strategic	importance,	as	huge	
volumes	 of	 trade	 pass	 through	 them.	 However,	 these	 choke	 points	 are	 exposed	 to	 piracy,	
international	 disputes,	 political	 dissents,	 and	 accidents.	 Therefore,	 to	 maintain	 a	 strong	
foothold	 in	 this	 resource	 rich	 region,	 regional	 and	 external	 powers	 flex	 their	
muscles.	Here	India’s	assets	in	the	region	especially	the	Andaman	and	Nicobar	Islands	is	a	
key	strength.	

• Countering	 the	 rise	of	China:	 China	 is	 following	 an	 aggressive	policy	 in	 the	 IOR	 through	 its	
Maritime	Silk	Route,	extensive	investment	and	debt-trap	practices	creating	a	String	of	Pearls	
by	acquiring	ports,	making	naval	bases	such	as	in	Djibouti	and	is	asserting	hegemony	over	
the	South	China	Sea.	 In	 this	context,	India	can	play	a	balancing	role,	 the	bulwark	of	which	
lies	in	strengthening	its	position	in	the	Indian	Ocean.	

However,	 India’s	 influence	 in	 the	 IOR	has	shrunk	despite	 its	advantageous	 location	and	historical	
links	with	littoral	countries.	This	is	due	to	the	following:	

• Capacity	 and	 capital	 constraints:	 India	 faces	 logistical	 challenges	 in	 the	 southern	 and	
western	 Indian	Ocean.	 Also,	 due	 to	allocation	 of	 only	 15%	of	 India’s	military	 budget,	 the	
Indian	Navy	has	limited	capacity	to	strengthen	its	security	efforts	in	the	IOR.		

• Lack	of	 successful	 regional	 arrangements:	Managing	maritime	 issues	 require	multilateral	
collaborative	 action.	 The	 lack	 of	 success	 of	 groupings	 like	 SAARC,	 lack	 of	 progress	 at	
BIMSTEC	 and	 IORA	hinders	 trade,	 connectivity,	 strategic	 and	HADR	 cooperation	 among	 IOR	
countries..	

• New	geopolitical	challenges,	strategic	dilemmas	and	quest	for	a	rules	based	order:	As	the	
world	is	moving	towards	multi-polarity,	power	struggles	and	clash	of	values	among	countries	
presents	a	challenge	for	India.	For	instance,	Russia	recently	raised	concerns	about	India’s	
participation	 in	 the	 QUAD	 (Quadrilateral	 Security	 Dialogue).	 China	 consistently	 flouts	
international	norms	and	threatens	strategic	balance.	In	this	scenario	India’s	advocacy	for	
a	rules	based	order	is	ideal	but	difficult	to	achieve.	

Ways	for	India	to	overcome	the	challenges	include:	

• Regional	and	Sub-regional	groupings:		
o India	needs	 to	 strengthen	bilateral,	 trilateral	 and	multilateral	 ties	 like,	 India-Japan,	 India-

Australia,	India-France,	India-US,	India-ASEAN,	the	JAI	(Japan,	Australia,	and	India)	etc.	
It	also	needs	to	actively	pursue	strategic	balance	among	competing	global	powers	in	the	
region	through	existing	mechanisms	like	the	East	Asia	Summit	and	emerging	forums	like	
the	Quad.	It	also	needs	to	provide	focus	as	well	as	leadership	to	the	BIMSTEC	and	IORA.	

o India	 also	needs	 to	 explore	potential	 synergies	with	 sub-regional	 frameworks	 such	 as	
Brunei	 Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines	 East	 ASEAN	 Growth	 Area	 (BIMP-
EAGA).		

• Strengthening	 capability:	 To	 overcome	 logistic	 challenges,	more	 agreements	 like	 LEMOA	
(with	 the	 USA)	 should	 be	 made	 with	 like-minded	 nations.	 Attempts	 to	 indigenise	 defence	
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production	should	be	a	priority	and	in	the	interim	the	sources	of	Naval	Hardware	must	be	
diversified.		

• Improving	 regional	 connectivity	 and	 trade:	 Re-energising	 SAFTA	 under	 the	 SAARC	
framework	 should	 be	 one	 of	 India’s	 priorities.	 Furthermore,	 the	Free	 Trade	Agreement	 of	
BIMSTEC	 should	 be	 finalised	 with	 utmost	 urgency.	The	 success	 of	 BBIN	 Motor	 Vehicle	
Agreement	would	go	a	long	way	in	creating	new	connectivity	networks.	

The	Indo-Pacific	is	an	emerging	domain	in	India’s	foreign	policy	engagements.	In	this	context,	India	
has	been	championing	the	Free	and	Open	Indo-Pacific	(FOIP)	idea	and	initiating	forums	like	the	
Security	 and	 Growth	 for	 All	 in	 the	 Region	 (SAGAR)	 and	 the	 Indo-Pacific	 Oceans	 Initiative	
(IPOI).		

	

18.	 The	role	of	the	diaspora	as	a	strategic	asset	for	India	has	never	been	so	acutely	felt	as	in	the	
present	scenario	of	global	and	domestic	challenges.	Discuss	with	examples.		 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Give	a	brief	overview	of	Indian	diaspora.	
• State	the	role	that	the	Indian	diaspora	can	play	in	combating	the	domestic	and	global	challenges	

faced	by	India.		
• Conclude	on	the	basis	of	the	above	points.		

Answer:	

The	Indian	diaspora	encompasses	a	group	of	people	who	can	either	trace	their	origins	to	India	or	
are	Indian	citizens	living	abroad,	either	temporarily	or	permanently.	As	per	the	World	Migration	
Report	2020,	India	was	the	leading	country	of	origin	of	international	migrants	in	2019	with	a	
17.5	million	strong	diaspora.	A	further	addition	of	migrants	from	past	decades	takes	the	number	to	
30	million,	making	it	world’s	largest	diaspora.	In	this	context,	they	are	believed	to	be	a	strategic	
asset,	which	can	help	in	addressing	the	domestic	and	international	challenges	faced	by	India.	

Domestic	challenges	and	their	addressal	by	the	Indian	diaspora:	

• Declining	economic	growth	and	rising	unemployment:		
o The	use	of	‘Made	in	India’	products	by	overseas	Indians	may	increase	confidence	in	Indian	

products	 globally	 and	 spur	 demand	 for	 these	 products.	 This	will	 lead	 to	 enhancement	 in	
exports	and	consequent	increase	in	economic	growth	and	employment.		

o The	 Indian	 diaspora	 can	 help	 support	 India’s	 endeavour	 to	 enhance	 its	 capacities	 in	
fields	such	as	healthcare,	research	and	development,	education	etc.	

o Indian	 diaspora	 can	 also	 support	 entrepreneurs	 and	 small	 businesses	 in	 India	 through	
technical	knowledge	transfers	and	financial	aid.	

• Declining	 investments	 amid	 economic	 slowdown:	 Indian	 diaspora	 are	 better	 informed	 of	
India’s	 market	 conditions	 and	 economic	 policies	 and	 consequently	 have	 more	 realistic	
expectations	of	time	frames	for	project	completions	and	investment	returns.	Capital	inflows	by	
NRIs	in	green-field	and	brown-field	firms	help	expand	manufacturing	in	India.	

• Need	for	socio-economic	development:	India	was	the	highest	recipient	of	remittances	at	79	
billion	 dollars	 in	 2018	 as	 per	 the	 World	 Bank.	 Remittances	 sent	 by	 the	 diaspora	 play	 an	
important	 role	 in	 poverty	 reduction,	 enable	 families	 to	 invest	 in	 education	 and	 skill	
development	and	hence	generate	capable	human	resources.	

Global	challenges	and	their	addressal	by	the	Indian	diaspora:	

• Rising	protectionism	 in	 the	developed	nations:	As	 the	 Indian	diaspora	 gain	 financial	 and	
political	 affluence	 abroad,	 they	 can	 potentially	 lobby	 their	 governments	 for	 stronger	
political	 and	 business	 alliances	 with	 India	 and	 promote	 frequent	 visits,	 delegations	 and	
conferences	across	the	government	and	industries.	They	can	also	pressurise	the	governments	to	
modify	their	inward-looking	economic	policies.	

• India’s	strategic	interests:		
o The	 Indian	 diaspora	 can	 also	 play	 a	 significant	 role	 in	 supporting	 the	 government’s	

domestic	 and	 foreign	 policies	 abroad.	 For	 instance,	 in	 2019,	 the	 Indian-American	
community	 in	 the	US	 urged	 the	US	 government	 to	 support	 India’s	 decision	 to	modify	 the	
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constitutional	provision	according	special	status	to	Jammu	and	Kashmir	and	to	continue	to	
exert	pressure	on	Pakistan	to	end	its	support	to	cross-border	terrorism.		

o They	can	also	advocate	India’s	expanded	role	in	the	UNSC	and	other	multilateral	forums	
thereby	enhancing	diaspora	diplomacy.	

• Soft	 Power	 projection:	 Indian	 diaspora	 has	 been	 found	 to	 have	 deep	 commitments	 to	 their	
cultural	identity	and	are	successfully	playing	their	role	in	imparting	their	values,	traditions	and	
philosophies	 to	 the	 nations	 they	 reside.	 Hence,	 they	 can	 act	 as	 a	 soft	 power	 in	 influencing	
views	about	 Indians	all	 over	 the	world	and	 can	 reduce	 the	 rising	hatred	 in	 the	world	against	
people	of	different	faiths,	colours	and	ethnicities.	

The	 Indian	 diaspora	 are	 intrinsic	 partners	 in	 India's	 growth	 and	 have	 a	 major	 role	 to	 play	 in	
expanding	India’s	global	influence.	Therefore,	to	engage	with	the	Indian	diaspora,	the	government	
has	taken	several	steps	such	as	OCI	cards,	Pravasi	Bharatiya	Divas,	Pravasi	Bharatiya	Samman	
Award,	 VAJRA	 (Visiting	 Advanced	 Joint	 Research)	 Faculty	 Scheme,	 Know	 India	 Programme,	
Pravasi	 Teerth	 Darshan	 Scheme.	 These	 engagements	 need	 to	 channelized	 for	 tiding	 over	 the	
current	challenges.	

	

19.	 India	 is	 looking	 at	 the	 CARICOM	 and	 the	 FIPIC	 as	 partners	 in	 pursuing	 mutually	 beneficial	
policies	to	address	global	climate	change,	and	development	of	blue	economy.	Discuss.		

	 	 (250	words)	15	

Approach:	

• Introduce	the	answer	with	CARICOM	and	FIPIC	and	their	relevance.	
• Discuss	 how	 India	 is	 partnering	 with	 these	 groups	 of	 nations	 to	 address	 issues	 of	 climate	

changes	and	blue	economy.		
• Conclude	the	answer	

Answer:	

India	 is	 looking	 at	 the	 India-Caribbean	 (CARICOM)	 and	 the	 Forum	 for	 India-Pacific	 Islands	
Cooperation	 (FIPIC)	as	partners	 in	pursuing	mutually	beneficial	policies	 to	address	global	 climate	
change,	 working	 to	 address	 food	 security	 needs	 that	 arise	 as	 a	 result	 of	 climate	 change,	
development	of	 renewable	energy,	 sustainable	utilisation	of	ocean	 resources	and	development	of	
blue	economy.		

India	and	the	CARICOM	

Formed	in	1973,	The	Caribbean	Community	(CARICOM)	is	an	organisation	of	fifteen	states	and	
dependencies	 throughout	 the	 Caribbean	 having	 primary	 objectives	 to	 promote	 economic	
integration	 and	 cooperation	 among	 its	 members.	 Key	 focus	 in	 India’s	 engagement	 with	 the	
grouping	is	underscored	by:	

• India	 has	 a	 sizable	 diaspora	 in	 the	 region	 that	 can	 help	 open	 new	 doors	 for	 mutually	
invigorating	partnership	towards	climate	change	as	well	as	developing	blue	economy.		

• Ocean	based	economies	are	an	important	component	of	their	respective	economies	and,	both,	
India	 and	 the	 CARICOM,	 are	 looking	 at	 developing	 the	 blue	 economy	 under	 the	 UN	
Sustainable	Development	Goals.		

• India	 is	 emphasising	 on	 partnering	 with	 CARICOM	 countries	 in	 capacity	 building,	
development	assistance	and	cooperation	in	disaster	management	and	resilience.		
o USD	 150	 million	 Line	 of	 Credit	 for	 solar,	 renewable	 energy	 and	 climate-change	

related	projects	was	announced	in	2019.	
o India	 also	 announced	$1	million	humanitarian	assistance	 to	The	Bahamas,	which	was	

devastated	by	Hurricane	Dorian.	

India	and	the	FIPIC	

Forum	 for	 India	 Pacific	 Islands	 Cooperation	was	 launched	 in	 2014	 at	 Suva	 Fiji.	 The	 second	
addition	of	the	summit	between	India	and	14	Pacific	Island	nations	under	the	framework	of	the	
FIPIC	 took	place	 in	 Jaipur	 in	2015.	Owing	 to	 their	 large	exclusive	economic	 zones,	 their	 strategic	
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significance,	 their	 membership	 of	 the	 UN	 and	 expansion	 of	 India’s	 Act	 East	 policy	 as	 well	 as	
adoption	of	the	Indo-Pacific	approach,	FIPIC	has	emerged	as	a	key	forum,	as	further	evidenced	
in:	

• India’s	interaction	with	the	Pacific	Island	Countries	(PICs)	is	still	largely	driven	by	the	presence	
of	 sizable	 Indian	Diaspora	 in	 the	 region;	 nearly	 40	 percent	 of	 Fiji’s	 population	 is	 of	 Indian	
origin	and	about	3000	Indians	living	in	Papua	New	Guinea	at	present.	

• Cooperation	with	respect	to	climate	change	
o India	and	the	nations	of	the	region	share	similar	concerns	on	the	issue	of	climate	change.	

The	recent	 IPCC	report	warns	 India	of	 the	devastation	of	 two	 its	mega-cities-Mumbai	and	
Kolkata,	while	the	threat	to	the	island	nations	of	the	Pacific	are	more	pronounced.	This	is	an	
agenda	point	that	India	shares	with	the	CARICOM	nations	as	well.	

o Recognising	 Climate	 Change	 as	 a	 major	 issue	 of	 concern	 for	 PICs,	 a	 Special	 Adaptation	
Fund	 of	 US$1million	 was	 announced	 to	 be	 set	 up,	 to	 provide	 technical	 assistance	 and	
training	for	capacity	building	to	the	Pacific	Island	Partners.	

o India	has	regularly	provided	assistance	in	these	counties	to	deal	with	consequences	of	
various	disasters.	In	fact,	few	years	back	India	launched	Climate	Early	Warning	Systems	in	
seven	PICs.	

o A	concessional	Line	of	Credit	of	USD	150	million	for	undertaking	solar,	renewable	energy	
and	climate	related	projects	based	on	each	country’s	requirement	has	been	announced	by	
India	for	PICs.	

• Cooperation	with	respect	to	Blue	Economy	
o The	PICs	with	their	resource-rich	EEZs	can	be	attractive	sources	of	natural	resources	like	

LNG	and	hydrocarbons	to	fuel	India’s	growing	economy	and	can	also	provide	new	markets.	
India	aims	to	engage	with	these	countries	particularly,	given	its	own	emphasis	on	the	idea	of	
‘Blue	Economy’.	

o India’s	 engagement	 with	 the	 FIPIC	 also	 includes	 joint	 projects	 in	 research	 and	
development	 setting	 up	 marine	 biology	 research	 centres,	 collaboration	 on	 space	
technology	for	building	a	land	and	water	resources	inventory.		

○ There	 is	 scope	 of	 cooperation	 on	helping	 FIPIC	nations	 to	 increase	 its	maritime	domain	
awareness	 as	 well	 as	 engaging	 in	maritime	 infrastructure	 development	 projects	 that	
would	further	enhance	trade.	

○ India	has	offered	capacity	building	support,	 through	creation	of	 'Pan	Pacific	 Islands	e-
network'	 to	 close	 the	 physical	 distance	 between	 the	 islands	 by	 improving	 digital	
connectivity.	 This	 also	 includes	 'space	 cooperation'	 in	 space	 technology	 applications	 for	
improving	the	quality	of	life	of	the	islands,	

○ It	has	also	announced	establishing	a	 'trade	office'	 in	India,	extending	visa	on	arrival	at	
Indian	airports	for	all	the	fourteen	Pacific	Island	countries,	and	'training	to	diplomats'	
from	Pacific	Island	countries	to	increase	mutual	understanding.	

While	 the	 island	 nations	 of,	 both,	 the	 Caribbean	 and	 the	 Pacific	 region	 are	 small,	 they	 have	
considerable	economic,	political	and	strategic	significance	for	India.	Strengthening	the	engagements	
with	 the	 island	 nations	 would	 open	 new	 opportunities	 for	 exchange	 of	 ideas,	 knowledge	 and	
information	for	cooperation	and	to	address	challenges.		

	
20.	 Why	 does	 India	 need	 an	 Arctic	 policy?	 In	 this	 context,	 also	 highlight	 the	 key	 aspects	 of	 the	

recently	released	draft	of	India’s	Arctic	Policy	Roadmap	For	Sustainable	Engagement.		

	 	 (250	words)	15	
Approach:	

• Discuss	in	brief	the	importance	of	the	Arctic	Region.	
• Highlight	the	need	for	India’s	Arctic	Policy.	
• Enumerate	the	salient	aspects	of	India’s	Arctic	Policy.	
• Conclude	accordingly.	

Answer:	

The	region	above	the	Arctic	Circle,	north	of	latitude	66°	34’	N,	which	includes	the	North	Pole.is	
increasingly	 becoming	 important	 for	 geopolitical,	 strategic	 and	 economic	 reasons	 due	 to	mineral	
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resources	 as	 well	 as	 opening	 of	 northern	 sea	 routes.	 India’s	 interests	 in	 the	 Arctic	 region	 are	
scientific,	environmental,	commercial	and	strategic	in	nature.	
Need	of	an	Arctic	Policy	for	India:	
The	renewed	focus	on	the	Arctic	is	likely	to	accelerate	and	its	implications	stretch	across	geo-
strategic	concerns	including:	
• Environmental:	The	changes	to	Arctic	region	are	irreversible	and	its	impact	on	the	human	race	

will	be	felt	not	only	in	Arctic	but	across	the	globe:	
o It	will	affect	Monsoon	patterns,	adversely	 impacting	Indian	agriculture,	 food	security	and	

well-being	of	the	rural	sector.	
o Melting	ice	sheets	and	sea	level	rise	can	accelerate	coastal	erosion.	
o The	thawing	of	permafrost	soil	could	potentially	release	viruses	and	bacteria	that	have	

lain	dormant	for	 thousands	of	 years,	 thereby	increasing	 the	propensity	 of	 pandemics.	 The	
COVID-19	pandemic	has	shown	us	the	scale	of	disruption	that	can	be	caused	by	pathogens.	

• Economic:		This	region	is	emerging	as	a	very	large	source	of	energy	reserves.	Furthermore	
opening	 of	 new	 shipping	 routes	 connecting	 the	 Pacific	 and	 the	 Atlantic	 would	 have	 far	
reaching	strategic	consequences.	

• Strategic:	The	 region	presents	potential	 for	both	 conflict	 and	 cooperation	 across	 areas	 of	
global	concern	like	scientific	research,	race	for	resources,	tourism,	maritime	claims,	sea	routes,	
international	law,	multilateralism	and	national	policies.	Many	countries	like	the	fellow	observer	
states	 at	 the	 Arctic	 council	 such	 as	 Japan,	 South	 Korea	 and	 most	 recently	 China	 have	
declared	Arctic	Policies.	

Given	the	importance	India	attaches	to	this	region,	it	recently	came	out	with	a	draft	of	India’s	Arctic	
Policy	Roadmap	For	Sustainable	Engagement.	The	key	aspects	of	the	draft	Arctic	policy	are	the	
following:	

• National	 capacity	building:	 It	 seeks	 to	enhance	 India’s	 capabilities	 in	 the	 region	 ranging	
from	science	and	exploration,	to	seafaring	and	economic	cooperation.	

• Science	and	research:	It	seeks	to	further	strengthen	India’s	scientific	research	by	building	
partnerships	 with	 research	 institutions	 across	 the	 globe.	 It	 envisions	 setting	 up	 dedicated	
institutional	 funding	 support	 for	Arctic	research	at	 the	national	 level	 and	 creating	 funding	
channels	for	international	collaborations	and	private-public	sector	joint	projects.	Furthermore,	
India	will	participate	 in	research	on	ecosystem	values,	marine	protected	areas	and	traditional	
knowledge	systems	to	preserve	Arctic	biodiversity	and	microbial	diversity.		

• Economic	 and	 human	 development	 cooperation:	 It	 calls	 for	 responsible	 exploration	 of	
natural	resources	and	minerals	from	the	Arctic	and	identifying	opportunities	for	investment	
in	 Arctic	 infrastructure	 in	 areas	 such	 as	 “offshore	 exploration/mining,	 ports,	 railways	 and	
airports.	 It	 also	envisions	 cultural	 and	 educational	 exchanges	 between	 the	 indigenous	
communities	of	the	glacial	regions	of	Himalayas	and	the	Arctic;	participation	in	sustainable	
tourism;	and	the	feasibility	of	providing	healthcare	services	and	technological	solutions.	

• Transportation	 and	 connectivity:	 India’s	 maritime	 human	 resources	 could	 contribute	
towards	meeting	the	growing	requirements	of	the	Arctic,	such	as-	survey	and	mapping	of	Arctic	
routes.		

• Governance	and	 international	 cooperation:	 India	will	 actively	participate	 in	 international	
climate	 change	 and	 environmental	 treaty	 frameworks	 relating	 to	 the	Arctic.	 It	 seeks	 to	
work	 towards	developing	a	greater	understanding	of	Arctic	 related	national	 and	 sub-national	
legislation.	

The	 draft	 Policy	 while	 spelling	 out	 India’s	 focus	 areas	 in	 Arctic	 does	 well	 to	 address	 the	
sensitiveness	of	the	Arctic	countries	by	using	the	term	“common	heritage”	for	Arctic	region.	India	
needs	to	deepen	engagements	with	its	partners	in	the	Arctic	Council	like	Russia,	Norway	and	
the	USA	etc.	to	derive	maximum	benefits	arising	out	of	emerging	opportunities	in	the	region.	
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