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TOPPER’S TALK

UPSC CSE 2020 Topper Interview - How to score 200 
plus marks in UPSC Interview? Apala Mishra AIR 9

Interviewer - How to prepare DAF for Interview

Apala- DAF makes the most important part of the 
interview preparation. Candidates need to prepare it 
from the very first word of DAF that’s your name. The 
very first question asked to me by the interview board 
was what is the meaning of your name. Then comes the 
states in which you have lived, your hobbies, interests & 
achievements, and how they will be helpful in your civil 
services career.

Interviewer - How much role does current affairs or 
contemporary issues have in the interview.

Apala- I think if DAF is fifty percent of the interview then 
the current affairs is the remaining fifty percent of the 
interview. You must read the newspaper really well and 
have in-depth knowledge of the events. Candidates 
need to form their own opinion on the issues.

Interviewer - How to handle Situational behavioral 
questions in the interview 

Apala- Building a positive attitude should begin from 
the very start this cannot happen in a day. It is a gradual 
process that you have to slowly inculcate in yourself. 
Definitely, everyone cannot be positive all the time even 
I am not the most positive person. But the crux of the 
entire is exam is to make you solution-oriented if you are 
complaining about something you should have a 
solution about the same as well. If you train your brain 
that way you will easily be able to answer the mains 
questions and in the interview, you will definitely give 
that aura of being a positive person. 

Interviewer - How important are communication skills 

Apala- I think communications skills are very important 
in any service of UPSC because at the end of the day you 
will be communicating with people in your job. If you are 
easily able to communicate with people you will be able 
to maintain trust with them. The focus should not be on 
the fluency of English rather it should be on whether you 
are able to communicate your opinion or not.

Interviewer - How to differentiate between real 
UPSC questions and rumored questions

Apala- In the UPSC interviews they try to check your 
general awareness, you must be aware of yourself. I 
cannot say anything about rumored questions but if they 
are asking a question that is unique or interesting, so 
that is also related to your own self and your presence of 
mind.

Interviewer - How should be your attire and etiquette 
for the UPSC interview

Apala- I think the attire should be formal attire, girls 
should wear either saree or salwar suit and boys must 
wear shirt pants and a tie along with a coat. You should 
look like someone who aspires to be an IAS officer and 
your personality should come out. You don’t have to 
worry about attire much wear something in which you 
feel confident and you feel like an officer.   

Interviewer - What are the documents a candidate 
should carry along with him for an interview

Apala- Candidates have to carry very basic documents 
like their 10 class certificates and other certificates. The 
procedure in UPSC is very student-friendly and people 
over there were very supportive. They will guide you 
during the whole process. 

Interviewer -  It is said that few boards are strict and 
few are liberal what is your opinion on that

Apala- My opinion is that please don’t go with any 
preconceived notion before the interview. If you will 
think like this board is strict then it will impact your 
performance. Just focus on giving your best and avoid 
being part of such discussions.  

Interviewer - You are a dentist how did you decide to 
change your career. what motivated you 

Apala- I decided on civil services very late which put me 
in a disadvantageous position as well. When I was in the 
health setup I would see the setup and think that adminis-
tration is the area that gives much wider scope and also 
a much larger impact on society.
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Introduction

Relevance

Title

Rise and fall of Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited - How from 
a Navratna BSNL became a sick PSU

GS 3 || Economy || Services || IT

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited, commonly known as 
BSNL, is the largest telecommunication company in the 
country. BSNL is a state-owned company and has its 
headquarters in Delhi. The organization has been in 
the business of providing telecom services and 
network management since September 2000.
BSNL boasts of having nearly 60 percent of the 
customer market share in India and being the 
largest provider of fixed telephony and broadband 
services. In addition to this, BSNL is the fifth largest 
and oldest mobile telephony provider in the country. 

Not only 4G spectrum will make them competitive 
and it does not guarantee customers.
Easy access and responsiveness is the key to attract 
and retain customers

In August 2021, the government refused a merger of 
beleaguered Vodafone with state-owned BSNL and 
MTNL.
Multiple and strong logical reasons” suggest 
“outright rejection of any proposal that gets the 
debt-laden and loss-making private entity within the 
fold of the state-owned companies, which themselves 
have a poor track record of managing their business 
and are operational mainly on the back of recurrent 
government bailouts.

Economy

Context

BSNL and MTNL had to be handed out an Rs 
69,000-crore revival package around 2019 to keep 
them afloat, and are still struggling to attain profita-
bility.
Rs 100 crore was set aside as direct budgetary 
support for these two major firms in the last Union 
Budget. But, they were supposed to rise over Rs 
15,000 crore through internal and extra-budgetary 
resources.
For E.g. BSNL, in 2018-19, made a loss of almost Rs 
14,000 crore, taking its accumulated losses to over Rs 
90,000 crore. The company has almost 170,000 
employees whose wages consume 77% of its 
revenues.
Both BSNL and MTNL have long been a drain on 
the public exchequer and the state’s borrowing 
capacities.

Accumulated Debt: BSNL and MTNL debt is 40,000 
crore.
Complete Disregard for competition: BSNL fell 
from Navratna to sick PSU.
Lack of Autonomy: Government considers them as 
personal fiefdoms. In practice, they don’t enjoy any 
autonomy in their work.
Poor Customer Service

Investment in obsolete technology

Status of BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam 
Limited) and MTNL (Mahanagar 
Telephone Nigam Limited) 

Issues facing
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Huge Accumulated Debt

Huge Losses

The Telecom sector has a debt of about Rs. 4 lakh 
crore.
SC order on AGR has added to the liability of 
telecom operators to make 1.3 lakh crore payment 
to the government. AGR Dispute dates back to 2005 
and the claim amount has been because of interest 
and penalties.

Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the usage and 
licensing fee that telecom operators are charged 
by the Department of Telecommunications 
(DoT). It is divided into spectrum usage charges 
and licensing fees, pegged between 3-5 percent 
and 8 percent respectively.

Vodafone has a debt of Rs 98,000 crores and a 
spectrum fee of Rs. about 20,000 crores while Bharti 
Airtel has a debt of 1 lakh crores and a spectrum fee 
of 22, 000 crores
This move will leave just one player in the fray 
–Reliance Jio Infocomm.
Fitch Ratings has put Bharti Airtel on the ‘Negative
rating watch’.

BSNL records 3400 crores net loss in FY 2019 and 
MTNL 14,000 crore net loss.

Substantial Investments in 4G Infrastructure: 
Telecom operators have already incurred huge Capex 
to roll out 4G infrastructure. Rolling out of 4G 
infrastructure is critical for higher Internet speed in 
India. It is estimated that 90% of the users in India will 
access the Internet through mobile by 2020.
Lack of Telecom Infrastructure in Semi-rural and 
Rural areas: Service providers have to incur huge initial 
fixed costs to enter semi-rural and rural areas. Key 
reasons behind these costs are lack of basic infrastruc-
tures like power and roads, resulting in delays in rolling 
out the infrastructure. Lack of trained personnel to 
operate and maintain the cellular infrastructure is 
another challenge.
Pressure on Margins Due to Stiff Competition: With 
competition heating post-entry of Reliance Jio, other 
telecom players are feeling the heat of substantial drop 
in tariff rates both for voice and data (more significant 
for data subscribers). TRAI needs to fix a base price and 
help create a level playing ground for all players.
Many other factors can be blamed for this situation, 
including government policy decisions of the past.

Cabinet Committee on economic affairs has 
approved Rs 70,000 crore Revival Package
The money of the package will come from the sale of 
assets of public telcos and sovereign bonds.
Real estate assets worth Rs 37,500 crore will be 
monetized. But the problem is that BSNL does not 
own the majority of assets and they are owned by 
DoT. What and which assets to be put to the sale are 
not clear?
The money will be used to clear debt, upgrade the 
network and offer Voluntary Retirement Scheme 
(VRS) to retrench excess employees
The phased merger of BNL (operates rest of India) 
and MTNL (operates in Delhi and Mumbai). However, 
the move was opposed by the government on 
account of differential pay scales in two companies.

Steps by Government

Is revival possible or not?

Way forward

What has caused this?

The companies and their associated Union depart-
mental bureaucrats have argued that reviving them is 
less expensive than shutting them down.
In the case of BSNL, it would cost Rs 95,000 crore to 
get the 170,000 workers off the payroll through 
voluntary retirement schemes and the like.
A revival package, on the other hand, would be less 
expensive. However, it is also argued that not all 
public-sector employees should be treated equally.
Some can be re-absorbed by other public-sector 
enterprises or the government, which is short of 
personnel in many critical areas. Also, many others 
would be close to retirement anyway.
On the other hand, the revival plan is not very feasible 
as losses would sharply narrow beginning 2 years 
from now.
Consequently, BSNL would be in a poorer state by 
2024.

The entry of Reliance Jio has in addition made 
things difficult for all legacy players. But, above all, 
the decline of  the  public-sector  telecom  majors  is 

due to structural changes in the business itself. The 
telecom sector is increasingly a service-based 
business.
This means that private-sector companies have an 
inherent advantage over even public-sector ones 
with the softest of budget constraints.
Given all this, there is little reason to imagine 
retaining BSNL or MTNL in their current state.
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NOTES
Changing work culture
Transparency and accountability
Learn from mistakes and realize its shortcomings in 
managing customer-facing business

Governance Reforms

Offloading some of its stakes and holding on to 51%.
Giving management control to generate real interest 
in the turnaround of the state-run- telcos
It has also worked in the past e.g. in Bharat Alumi-
num Company Ltd to Private sector player Sterlite 
Industries Limited

For example, the Bharat Fibre network spans more 
than 800,000 kilometers.
This is more than the combined value of 
Vodafone-Idea, Bharti Airtel, and Jio.
Worryingly, it is currently underutilized and underval-
ued.

Disinvestment

Infrastructure development -As with Indian PSUs, the 
extensive network infrastructure that has been 
developed must be prioritized. This is in contrast to the 
tarnished brand name or the burden of employee 
roles.
The former infrastructure cannot be overlooked.

Growth in Embedded Devices: The usage of embed-
ded devices requiring mobile connectivity is growing 
exponentially. This will provide telecommunication 
companies a chance to increase revenue.
Quality of Service: Service providers need to maintain 
their focus on providing high-quality data and voice 
services that are reliable and affordable.
To ensure that this network is not duplicated by 
private-sector investment, significant national savings
would be required. As a result, the focus for the PSU 
telecom majors must be on how their assets can be 
sold. This is done to ensure higher productivity and to 
determine how their manpower can be absorbed 
elsewhere as needed.

Discuss the challenges facing the Indian telecom sector 
today. What should the Government of India do to save 
the telecom sector?

Mains model question
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Relevance

Title

Will Evergrande Debt Crisis end China's miraculous 
economic growth? 

GS 3 || Economy || External Sector || International Tax 
Issues

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

Why in news?

The financial crisis at China Evergrande Group, the 
world's most indebted property developer, shed new 
light on the condition of China's real estate industry.

Present Context

China contributes more to global economic growth 
than any other country. 
It is the largest contributor to fluctuations in global 
demand and trade in practically all commodities 
because it is the world's manufacturing powerhouse 
and leading trading nation.
China is predicted to account for over a third of global 
growth this year. As a result of all of this, the globe will 
slow down if China does.
Prices for everything from oil to steel will decrease if 
Chinese demand falls. The effects will be felt across 
the board, notably in the financial sector.

Evergrande

The crisis involving China's largest housing company, 
Evergrande, which is owned by a guy who was once 
China's wealthiest individual, has caused market jitters 
around the world.
Evergrande controls two-thirds of an electric vehicle 
company that was valued greater than Ford Motors 
before it produced even one vehicle.

Evergrande has failed to pay employee salaries and 
vendor bills. The sale of new apartments has been 
prohibited by several municipal governments.
If the company goes bankrupt, it will have ramifica-
tions for other Chinese housing enterprises, raising 
the risk premium on emerging market bonds.
If finance becomes scarce, even otherwise success-
ful Chinese businesses may find themselves unable 
to maintain operations.

What are the real issues?

China may save it

Evergrande is in difficulty because it is part of a much 
wider problem that prompted Beijing to tighten 
down on excessive debt last year, particularly in 
housing industries but not exclusively.
China's debt is commonly recognized to be danger-
ously large, at roughly three times its GDP, with the 
ratio virtually doubling in recent years.

Evergrande faced increased borrowing constraints
as a result of the tougher credit standards introduced 
last year.
Beijing then shown its seriousness by allowing a few 
businesses to fail.
If it now bails out Evergrande, it will set a precedent 
for other enterprises, defeating the aim of the 
financial squeeze.
Beijing's perspective of financial contagion and 
systemic danger will determine the path of events.

However, when viewed in the context of the Chinese 
economy, this appears to be a minor issue that can 
be resolved rather easily.
Evergrande's $300 billion debt is less than 1% of 
overall Chinese debt.
The Chinese government can restructure the 
company, sell other businesses (such as the electric 
vehicle company), and so on. 
Evidence of government support can calm markets 
and limit the negative consequences.
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Any bailout by the Chinese government will need 
the production of new money, lowering the value of 
the Chinese currency. Foreign investors with 
Evergrande exposure may suffer losses.
Any downturn in China's economy as it transitions 
away from the property sector will have ramifications 
for the global supply chain. For example, metal 
stocks in India have experienced a steep drop due to 
expectations of a drop in Chinese demand.
Some critics have warned investors against investing 
in China, citing the country's lack of rule of law.
Some analysts anticipate China's growth rate could 
fall to as low as 1-2 percent as it rebalances its econo-
my.

Will It Impact China’s Growth

Because the majority of Evergrande's debt is local, the 
worldwide financial repercussions of its bankruptcy 
may be modest. There will, however, be second-round 
consequences.
More crucially, if the free flow of credit has aided 
China's rapid expansion, particularly following the 
global financial crisis of 2008.
Tighter credit standards will have an impact on the 
speed of Chinese economic activity, and thus the world 
economy.

India's brisk iron ore exports, much of which is destined 
for China, could be harmed if China's twin crises result 
in a prolonged downturn in the country's real estate 
sector.
Furthermore, there could have a long-term impact on 
global growth expectations, harmeding the economic 
recovery in markets like India.

Why is the company in trouble?

India's Reaction

The property sector accounts for nearly a third of 
Chinese GDP, with Chinese authorities traditionally 
encouraging businesses to take on massive debts. 
However, the recent Chinese government's rules for 
property developers, known as the "three red lines," 
specify how much a property developer can borrow
based on its financial situation as measured by three 
debt metrics.
Evergrande was effectively barred from taking on any 
more debt as a result of this strategy.
According to several analysts, the company's business 
model has been unsustainable for quite some time.
It was claimed that the corporation kept properties it 
couldn't sell as inventory on its financial sheet to avoid 
recording losses.
The company was also accused of conducting a ponzi 
scheme since it required a steady infusion of capital to 
support a fundamentally unsustainable economic 
model.
The Evergrande problem has been dubbed by many. 
China's own "Lehman Brothers moment," in which the 
fall of the American bank Lehman Brothers triggered 
the 2008 financial crisis.

Way forward

Is there a systemic danger associated with the 
Evergrande crisis? How China will response to it? Does 
it have any impact on India?

Mains oriented question
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Relevance

Title

How China and Russia are challenging the status of US 
Dollar as Global Currency?

GS 3 || Economy || External Sector || International Mone-
tary Fund

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

Why in news?

In today’s world around 80% world trade take place in 
dollars. About 39% of the world's loans are given in US 
dollars and 65% dollar supply is used outside of the 
United States.

What is currency war?

A currency war is a tit-for-tat escalation of currency 
devaluation aimed at boosting one's global economic 
standing at the expense of another.
Currency devaluation entails taking steps to reduce 
the purchasing power of a country's own currency in a 
strategic manner.
Countries may pursue such a strategy in order to 
acquire a competitive advantage in global commerce 
while also lowering their sovereign debt burdens.
Devaluation, on the other hand, might have self-de-
feating unintended consequences.

Why is a currency depreciating?

It may seem counterintuitive, but a strong currency is 
not always in the best interests of a country. 
A weak native currency makes a country's exports 
more competitive in global markets while also raising 
the cost of imports. 
Higher export volumes stimulate economic growth, 
whereas high import costs have a similar impact since 
customers prefer to buy locally produced goods over 
imported goods. 

This increase in trade terms usually correlates to a 
smaller current account deficit (or a larger current 
account surplus), more jobs, and quicker GDP 
growth. 
Stimulatory monetary policies, which usually result in 
a weak currency, have a beneficial impact on the 
country's capital and housing markets, which 
promotes domestic consumption via the wealth 
effect.

Historical perspective on the dollar's 
strength

The value of gold was used to determine the 
exchange rate of most countries' currencies prior to 
the 1944 Bretton Woods Agreement. 
The dollar gained widespread acceptance after the 
Bretton Woods Agreement was signed in 1944, 
and member countries agreed to determine their 
currency's exchange rate in terms of the dollar. 
However, in the early 1970s, most countries began 
demanding gold from the United States in exchange 
for their currency, depleting the United States' gold 
stockpiles.
As a result, beginning in 1971, US President Richard 
Nixon shattered the dollar-gold exchange agree-
ment. Many currencies' exchange rates have been 
governed by demand and supply dynamics since 
then.
However, prior to this new beginning, the dollar had 
established itself as the world's accepted currency, 
and this practice has continued to this day.

Currency war's negative consequences

Capital equipment and machinery: Long-term 
productivity may be harmed as a result of currency 
depreciation, when imports of capital equipment and 
machinery become prohibitively expensive for local 
enterprises.
Currency devaluation: Productivity will suffer if 
currency devaluation is not backed by meaningful 
structural improvements.
Higher inflation: The degree of currency deprecia-
tion may be more than planned, resulting in higher 
inflation and capital outflows in the long run.
Obstructing global trade: A currency war might lead 
to further protectionism and the construction of trade 
barriers, obstructing global trade.
Increased hedging costs: Competitive devaluation 
may increase currency volatility, resulting in increased 
hedging costs for businesses and possibly discourag-
ing foreign investment.
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Second most powerful currency: The Euro is the 
second most powerful currency in the world, after the 
US dollar. The euro accounts for around 20% of 
global central bank foreign currency reserves. 
Because the European Union is one of the world's 
most powerful economic blocs, the euro is also 
strong. Some experts believe that the Euro will be 
able to replace the dollar in the near future.
China and Russia demanded a new international 
currency in March 2009. They intend to establish a 
global ‘Reserve Currency Fund.'
China wants its currency, the yuan, to be treated 
equally to the dollar. It's worth noting that the 
Chinese Renminbi was included to the IMF's SDR 
basket in 2016. 
Based on the data above, it can be stated that the 
most important reason for the global acceptability of 
the US dollar is America's role in global trade and the 
lack of acceptance of any other currency for interna-
tional trade.

Non-American countries trade: When two 
non-American countries trade, they prefer to pay in 
US dollars because they know that if they have dollars 
in their hands, they may import items from any 
country at any time.
US dollar does not fluctuate: Because the value of 
the US dollar does not fluctuate frequently, every 
country in the world accepts it without hesitation. 
US dollar and receives repayment in the same 
currency: Because America is the world's largest 
economy, it lends money to many poorer countries in 
the US dollar and receives repayment in the same 
currency, the demand for the dollar in the internation-
al market is constant throughout the year.
World’s total exports: According to a report from 
the European Union, the United States exported 
roughly 14 percent of the world's total exports in 
2016, while importing around 18 percent of the 
world's total imports.
International Monetary Fund's treasures: Because 
the United States provides the most to the World 
Bank Group's and the International Monetary Fund's 
treasures, the US oversees their operations. As a 
result, these two global institutions lend money to 
their members in US dollars, bolstering lenders' 
confidence in the US dollar.

The Dollar's Strength in the United 
States

The following are some of the factors 
that have made the dollar the strongest 
currency

Impact of a stronger dollar on their profitability: The 
US economy has so far mostly escaped the repercus-
sions of a stronger dollar, however one significant issue 
is the large number of American multinationals that 
have expressed concern about the impact of a stronger 
dollar on their profitability.
"Strong dollar" policy with varied degrees of 
success: The United States has usually adopted a 
"strong dollar" policy with varied degrees of success 
throughout the years; nevertheless, because it is the 
world's largest economy and the US dollar is the global 
reserve currency, the US situation is unique. 
Foreign direct investment (FDI): The US's attractive-
ness as a destination for foreign direct investment (FDI) 
and foreign portfolio investment (FPI) is boosted by the 
strong dollar. 
Frequently a top destination in both categories: 
Unsurprisingly, the United States is frequently a top 
destination in both categories. Because of its massive 
consumer market, which is by far the largest in the 
world, the United States is likewise less reliant on 
exports for economic growth than most other 
countries.

The global adoption of various currencies: There are 
a total of 185 currencies in the world, according to the 
International Standards Organizations. The majority of 
these currencies, however, are only usable within their 
home country. The global adoption of various curren-
cies is determined by the country's economic situation. 
Because the United States has the world's largest 
economy, its currency is widely accepted.
Global trade is conducted in dollars: In today's world, 
80 percent of global trade is conducted in dollars. 
Around 39% of global loans are made in US dollars, 
with 65 percent of the dollar supply being used outside 
of the US. Most trading countries throughout the world 
only accept payment in dollars, which is shocking. That
is why, in order to participate in international trade, 
foreign banks and governments require the dollar.
The IMF currently has 189 members, and according 
to IMF rules, each member country must deposit a 
specific percentage of its quota in US dollars, so 
increasing the dollar's international demand.
US currency in foreign exchange: Central banks 
around the world own 64 percent of the US currency in 
foreign exchange reserves. 

Dollar's dominance is threatened by a 
number of factors

Conclusion
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Measures like China's Belt and Road Initiative and bilater-
al trade links with countries, particularly in the Southeast 
Asian region, complement the potential prospects 
afforded by a digital renminbi for strengthening China's 
influence in global financial markets. Through trade and 
investment links, this region is inextricably linked to 
China, and Beijing will most likely utilize these to fuel 
demand for a digital renminbi. Some argue that a digital 
currency will allow China's CBDC infrastructure to 
sidestep US sanctions while also allowing users to avoid 
the SWIFT system's monitoring.

Mains oriented question

Many people are wondering if the digitization of China's 
currency, together with other economic changes there, 
will represent a threat to the US dollar's monopoly as a 
reserve currency. Explain. 

NOTES
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Relevance

Title

Ordnance Factory Board dissolved by Centre - OFB 
assets & employees transferred to 7 Defence PSUs  

GS 3 || Economy || Economic Reforms || Liberalization & 
Privatization

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

Why in news?

The Union Cabinet has authorized a plan to privatize the 
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB).

Present Context

Seven new Defence Public Sector Undertakings will be 
formed from the dissolution of 41 industries across the 
country (DPSU). The government will own all of the 
newly formed entities outright.
These entities will be in charge of distinct product 
verticals, such as the Ammunition and Explosives 
group, which will manufacture ammunition, and the 
Vehicles group, which will manufacture defense mobili-
ty and combat vehicles.
All OFB personnel in the production units will be 
regarded deputized to the new corporate entities for a 
two-year period, with their service conditions as central 
government employees remaining unchanged.
The government will continue to bear the pension 
liabilities of retirees and current employees.

Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)

It is currently a subordinate entity of the Ministry of 
Defence and serves as an umbrella body for ordnance 
manufacturers and allied institutions (MoD).
The Dutch Company established the first Indian 
ordnance plant as a GunPowder Factory in West 
Bengal in 1712.

It consists of 41 factories, nine training institutes, 
three regional marketing centers, and five regional 
safety controllers.
The OFB-run factories produce a significant amount 
of weaponry, ammunition, and supplies for armed 
forces, as well as paramilitary and police units.
Military and civilian weaponry and ammunition, 
explosives, propellants, and chemicals for missile 
systems, military vehicles, armored vehicles, optical 
devices, parachutes, support equipment, troop 
apparel, and general shop items are among the 
products produced.

Corporatization

Restructuring or transformation: Corporatization 
refers to the restructuring or transformation of a 
state-owned asset or organization into a corporation. 
These organizations typically have a board of 
directors, management, and shareholders.
Publicly traded companies: However, unlike publicly 
traded companies, the government is the company’s 
only shareholder, and the shares in the company are 
not publicly traded.
Allow the government to retain: The main goal of 
corporatization is to allow the government to retain 
ownership of the company while allowing the compa-
ny to run as efficiently as its private counterparts. 
Government departments are often inefficient due to 
internal bureaucratic conventions.
Joining the private sector: Additionally, the govern-
ment may consider that joining the private sector 
might improve a company’s performance. If this is the 
case, the government might conduct an offering on 
the stock market to divest the organization.

Reasons for Corporatization

A performance evaluation by the Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG) in its report for 2019 on the 
OFB highlights a few of the lacunae, which ails this 
organisation.
Overheads (expenses not directly attributed to 
creating a product or service) constitute a staggering 
33% of the overall allotted budget for the years. The 
major contributors being supervision costs and 
indirect labour costs.
Delayed Production: The Ordnance factories 
achieved production targets for only 49% of the 
items.
More than half the inventory (52%) was 
store-in-hand, procured for manufacture but not used 
within the year by the factories.
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facility with more flexibility and better decision-mak-
ing.
There is a requirement for the strategy to have a 
reflecting road-map. This may alleviate some of the 
concerns about corporatization.

The corporatization of OFB is projected to transform 
ordnance  factories  into  a  modernized,  cutting-edge 

Importance of new structure

Significance of new structure

The restructure would also help in overcoming various 
shortcomings in the existing system of the OFB by 
eliminating inefficient supply chains and provide these 
companies incentive to become competitive and 
explore new opportunities in the market.
It will allow these companies autonomy as well as help 
improve accountability and efficiency.
The restructuring is aimed at transforming the 
ordnance factories into productive and profitable 
assets, deepen their specialisation in product range, 
enhance competitiveness and improve quality and 
cost-efficiency.

The Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative, also calls for the 
Corporatisation of OFB for: ‘improving autonomy, 
accountability and efficiency in ordnance suppliers’.

The restructuring aims to turn ordnance manufactur-
ers into productive and profitable assets, deepening 
their product specialization, increasing competitive-
ness, and improving quality and cost-efficiency. 
The reorganization would aid in overcoming several 
flaws in the OFB's current system by reducing wasteful 
supply chains and giving these businesses an incentive 
to become more competitive and seek new market 
prospects. 
It will give these businesses more autonomy while also 
improving accountability and efficiency.

Consciousness

One of the main apprehensions of the employees is 
that corporatisation (ownership and management lies 
with the government) would eventually lead to privati-
sation (transfer of ownership and management rights 
to the private player).
The new corporate entities would not be able to 
survive the unique market environment of defence 
products that has very unstable demand and supply 
dynamics.
Restructuring will result in greater autonomy and 
lesser government control over the corporation but 
there is a fear of job loss.

Way forward

The goal of restructuring is to turn ordnance factories 
into productive and lucrative assets by increasing 
product specialization, increasing competitiveness, 
improving quality, and lowering costs. Discuss this in 
detail.

Mains oriented question
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Coal is the largest source of electricity in the world. 
Recently, the UN Secretary-General urged wealthy 
nations to end coal use by 2030. But, about 30% of the 
primary energy supply of the G20 countries depends 
on coal. Further, only a negligible decrease in coal 
use(0.9%) is observed between 2012 and 2017 in G20 
Countries. So phasing out coal is not an easy step despite 
setting Net Zero carbon emission by developed 
countries. Phasing out coal in India is a bigger challenge 
than in developed countries.

India imports around 300-400 million tonnes of coal, 
primarily from Indonesia, Australia, and South 
Africa.
Coal India produces over 600 million tonnes of coal 
for domestic consumption.
Now, with a domestic crunch, India's reliance on 
Indonesia for coal import has increased.

Uneven coal distribution: Coal distribution is highly 
uneven throughout India. Most of the coal deposits 
occur in the north-eastern part of the Indian peninsu-
la. Other parts of the country either have no coal 
deposits or limited reserves of poor-quality coal.
Poor transportation: Most coal lies in inaccessible 
areas of the country. Hence, transporting it to the 
location of its use posed additional challenges. 
Though trains are the most economical way of 
transporting coal, a large number of mines are not 
connected to a rail network. Thus, coal has to bear a 
very high cost of transportation from the mines to the 
consuming centers.
Manual labour: The coal mining techniques are old 
and outdated and most of the work is done through 
manual labour. This leads to high production costs  in 
India. The burning of coal in factories and thermal 
plants releases many toxic gases which are harmful to 
labour. For example, the recent collapse in the coal 
mine of Meghalaya led to the death of 11 workers.

Present context

Amid rising demand following the second wave of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, India is facing a severe shortage 
of coal on the domestic front.
While Coal India has assured of scaling up production 
to meet the current demand, rising prices of imported 
coal has made it difficult for Indian firms to run their 
operations smoothly.

Current situation of coal stocks

According to theCentral Electricity Authority (CEA) 
data,16 of India's 135 coal-fired power plants had zero 
coal stocks as of September.
Over 80%of the plants had less than a week's stock left, 
while  over  half  of  them  had stocks  that  would  last
fewer than three days.
Overall, the domestic coal power plants had only four 
days of coal left as of September 29.

India holds the 5th biggest coal reserves in the world. 
Around 7% of the world’s proven coal reserves are 
located in India.
According to the Ministry of renewable energy, the 
total installed capacity of renewable energy is 368.98 
GW. But still this only accounts for 23.39% of India’s 
energy mix. On the other hand, the coal sector 
accounts for more than 60% of India’s energy mix. 
This shows the importance of Coal in India.
In FY20, India consumed approximately 942 million 
tonnes (MT) of coal. Of that 730 MT was produced 
domestically.
India is also the 3rd biggest coal importer among 
G20 countries. Further, India also accounts for 12% of 
global coal imports.
According to the monthly production pattern of the 
Ministry of Coal, the Majority of Coal was used in 
Power production and Captive Power Plant(CPP).

The capacity of Coal usage in India

Various issues associated with coal 
mining in India
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The UT of Ladakh and Sikkim state are already 
planning such a carbon-neutral plan.
Further, at the local level cities like  Bengaluru and 
Chennai, the Panchayat of Meenangadi in 
Wayanad, Kerala are also planning such a 
carbon-neutral plan.

(Scan the QR code to watch the video)

Adopting net-zero emissions target: Various 
environmentalist and even the CEO of NITI Aayog 
wants India to embrace the Net-Zero emission target. 
It is important to note that there is also a Private 
member bill submitted in Lok Sabha, urging the 
Indian government to commit a net-zero emissions 
target by 2050. So, India needs to adopt such a 
target.
Focus on energy efficiency: Instead of phasing out 
coal immediately, India can move towards energy-ef-
ficient buildings, lighting, appliances, and industrial 
practices. This will help faster phase-out of coal in 
the future.
The government has to encourage all states and UTs 
to make their respective carbon-neutral plan.

Other initiatives like,India also has to develop both 
natural and man-made Carbon Sequestration practic-
es. 
Use of biofuels: Can help reduce emissions from light 
commercial vehicles, tractors in agriculture.

Delays in receiving approval and clearances: Environ-
ment and forest clearance are extremely cumbersome, 
involving numerous layers of bureaucracy. The process 
of seeking clearances is a long drawn process involving 
central and state ministries, and sometimes also lack 
clarity. This causes significant delays in production from 
the allotted blocks.
Poor quality of captive blocks offered to private 
players: The blocks offered to private players for 
captive mining are of poor quality and are generally 
not good. The blocks are often located in remote and 
undeveloped areas, which have challenging geogra-
phies. Sometimes the blocks are not divided scientifi-
cally.
Opaque & flawed policies: The process of allocation 
of captive coal blocks has been a source of controver-
sies in the sector. This induced subjectivity in the 
process of allocation. There is a lack of accountability 
and transparency, weak planning, and inter-agency 
coordination. The recent coal-gate scam was the 
outcome of such opaqueness.

Suggestions to meet the demand

Earlier this week, Coal India said it would increase 
production to meet the domestic demand.
The announcement saw a significant effect on its shares 
as it was last trading 1.86% higher at Rs 188.35.
Shares of other power producers such as NTPC Ltd, 
Tata Power, and Torrent Power also have been rising 
rapidly this week.
However, the scaling up of production requires higher 
input costs, which is difficult in India as the state-run 
distribution companies have absorbed rising prices to 
keep power tariffs steady.
According to a report in PTI on September 13, Coal 
India has informally discussed the matter with board 
members and most of them have acknowledged the 
need to hike the prices of coal.
The state-run firm raised coal prices by at least 10-11%, 
which would be the first hike in dry fuel since 2018.

Way forward

Discuss various issues associated with coal mining in 
India?

Mains model question

Deployment of clean energy on a mass scale: 
According to The Energy and Resources 
Institute(TERI), If India needs to achieve a net-zero 
greenhouse gas emissions  target,  then  the  share  of 
renewables in the power mix needs to climb to 
90%(From 23.39% now). So India needs to deploy 
clean energy on a large scale.
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Indian Railways is often called the lifeline of the nation. It 
not only transports passengers and goods, but it also 
connects the entire nation.

The main goal of this move is to provide passengers 
who are accustomed to traveling by plane or air-con-
ditioned bus with a different train experience.
Train cleanliness and food quality could be improved 
by privatization.
Train punctuality must be improved because time is 
valuable.
With more money coming in from the business 
sector, more technology can be introduced, improv-
ing train safety and comfort.

Indian Railways – Brief Introduction

According to World Bank data, India had 68,443 route 
kilometers of railways in 2018.
In the fiscal year that ended in March 2019, Indian 
Railways transported 123 crores (1.23 billion) tonnes of 
freight and carried 844 crores (8.44 billion) passengers.
Along with Russia, the United States, and China, India 
has one of the world's four largest rail networks, which 
includes passenger and freight trains as well as schools 
and hospitals.
Indian Railways owns a significant portion of 16 public 
sector enterprises (PSUs) and other organizations in 
India that are involved in rail transportation..

What is the need of Privatization of 
Railways?

There is room for capacity expansion once the railways 
allow private companies. This is an important point 
because, in 2018-19, 8.85 crore individuals were on the 
waiting list, and only 16 percent of those on the waiting 
list were able to get a reservation.
According to the Railway Board, five crore intended 
passengers will be unable to be accommodated in 
2019-20. During festival and summer seasons, travel 
demand outstripped availability. The demand 
outstripped the railways' capacity. 

Transition to Commercial Accounting: Indian 
Railways' financial statements must be redrawn in 
compliance with nationally and internationally accept-
ed principles and procedures.
Railways' non-core functions must be privatized: 
Operating hospitals and schools, catering, real estate 
development, including housing, infrastructure 
construction and maintenance, and manufacturing 
locomotives, coaches, wagons, and their parts are all 
examples of these activities.
Indian Railways Manufacturing Company expan-
sion: Wagons are currently manufactured in the 
private sector. Coaches and locomotives may be on 
their way.
Encouraging Private Entry: Private entry into freight 
and passenger train operations in rivalry with Indian 
railways, as well as private participation, should be 
permitted.
Independent Regulator: Transfer regulatory authori-
ty from the government to an independent regulator, 
as the private sector will only invest if access to 
railway infrastructure is fair and open.

Better Infrastructure: It will result in better 
infrastructure, which will result in better amenities for 
travelers.
Balancing Service Quality with High Fares: This 
move would encourage competition, resulting in an 
overall improvement in service quality.
Fewer Accidents: Because private ownership is 
associated with greater maintenance, proponents of 
privatization believe that it will reduce the frequency 
of accidents, resulting in safer travel and longer-term 
financial benefits.
Increased Security: Private engagement can lead to 
improved accountability and monitoring, which can 
help to reduce the number of railway accidents.

Recommendations of the Bibek Debroy 
Committee

Advantages of Privatisation of Railways
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Improved Technological Innovation: Private engage-
ment can lead to the infusion of contemporary technol-
ogy and the expansion of Indian railway capacity.

Challenges associated with privatization 
of Indian Railways

Because Indian Railways is government-owned, it is 
able to provide nationwide connectivity regardless of 
profit. This would not be achievable with privatization 
since less popular routes would be deleted, resulting in 
a reduction in connectivity.
Given that a private corporation exists to make a profit, 
it's only logical to think that the simplest method for 
Indian Railways to make money is to raise fares, 
effectively putting the service out of reach for those 
with lesser incomes. This will defeat the system's 
primary goal, which is to serve the entire people of the 
country regardless of income level.
Private businesses are unpredictable in their transac-
tions and do not reveal their governance secrets to the 
general public. Should there be a discrepancy, it would 
be difficult to lay the blame on a specific company in 
such a case.
Thousands of railway workers in production and 
ancillary units will lose their jobs as a result of this 
decision.
Because privatization produces private monopolies, it 
necessitates restrictions to avoid monopoly power 
abuse.
To appease shareholders, private players may attempt 
to maximize short-term revenues while avoiding 
long-term investments. The UK, for example, is seeing 
a shortage of investment in new energy sources; privat-
ized corporations are attempting to make do with 
current plants rather than investing in new ones.

Way Forward

India needs a rail network that is not just efficient, 
dependable, and safe, but also affordable and accessi-
ble.” Examine the remark critically in the context of 
railway privatization. 

Mains oriented question

Independent Regulator: Creating a level playing field 
for private players will necessitate the establishment of 
an independent regulator. In order to achieve this goal, 
the process of establishing the Rail Development 
Authority, which has already been approved by the 
government, must be accelerated.
Sustainable Pricing: The Indian Railways' pricing 
mechanism needs to be revisited in order to make the 
passenger and freight divisions sustainable. Tariffs 
should be competitive with road transportation costs.
Railway Modernization: The Bibek Debroy commit-
tee's suggestions, such as expanding the Indian 
Railways manufacturing company, must be implement-
ed.

NOTES
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The Rajasthan Assembly passed a Bill to amend the 
Rajasthan Tourism Trade (Facilitation and Regulation) 
Act, 2010. 

About new bill

The Rajasthan Tourism Trade (Facilitation and Regula-
tion) (Amendment) Bill, 2021 amends the 2010 Act by 
adding a new section 27-A.
“Offenses to be cognizable: All offences punished 
under this Act shall be cognizable and bailable,” 
according to the provision, “subject to specific 
conditions, wherein the repeat offence shall be 
non-bailable.”
Sections 3 and 4 of the 2010 Act's section 13 have 
been declared cognizable and non-bailable.
Section 13 forbids touting, begging, and pitching
products for sale in or around tourist locations.
The sub sections 3 and 4 deal with habitual offenders.

Importance of Tourism in Rajasthan

Tourism is the state's most important revenue genera-
tor, accounting for around 15% of the state's GDP; 
Rajasthan contributes about 11.2 percent and 3.3 
percent of India's foreign and domestic tourist arrivals, 
respectively.
The Rajasthan government has reduced the luxury tax 
from 10% to 8% in order to stimulate the state's 
tourism economy.

The legislation was introduced in 2010 to improve 
tourism and avoid misbehavior with tourists, but it 
needed to be revised because it did not specify 
whether the punishment was bailable or non-bailable.
The state government established police stations in 
Jaipur and Udaipur to monitor touting instances, and 
cases and challans were filed in 2016.
However, in January 2017, the accused went to the 
High Court, which overturned a FIR since the offenses 
were not clearly listed as cognisable in the Act.

The number of tourists that visited Rajasthan in 2010 
was 26.8 million. Domestic tourists accounted for 
25.5 million of the total, while overseas tourists 
accounted for around 1.3 million.
Rajasthan has seen a 12 percent increase in foreign 
tourists and a 15 percent increase in domestic tourists 
on a yearly basis..

Reason of the amendment

The problem of touts, colloquially known as "lapkas," 
which primarily exists in Jaipur and Udaipur, which 
disturbs tourists and tarnishes the reputation of the 
entire industry.
He alleged that the lapkas pretend as tour guides and 
deceive tourists into shopping in order to make a 
profit.
Nearly a thousand touts have been prosecuted by the 
police and the Tourism Department since 2018. They 
are, however, released go easy after paying a fee and 
return to hawking and bothering travelers.

What was the need?

In Jaipur and Udaipur, the state established tourist 
police stations in response to the 2010 Act. An FIR 
was filed in one of the incidents in 2016, and a challan 
was issued.
However, the accused Mohammad Hanif Qureshi and 
Kailash Saini went to court, and the Rajasthan High 
Court invalidated the FIR in January 2017 on the 
grounds that the offences punishable under sub-sec-
tions (1) and (2) of section 13 of the 2010 Act are 
not expressly listed as cognisable in the Act.
In essence, the 2010 Act had no teeth when it came 
to dealing with touts.
The ministry of finance stated during the briefing that 
10.93 million international tourists visited India in 
2019 and spent $30.098 billion on leisure and 
tourism.

What is the High Court order that led 
to the bill?
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A foreign tourist's average daily stay in India is 21 days, 
with an average daily spending of $34. (2400).
The first 5 lakh Tourist Visas would be provided free of 
charge whenever visa issuing is resumed.
The benefit will only be available to each visitor once. 
The scheme will stay in effect until March 31, 2022, or 
until 5 lakh visas have been awarded, whichever comes 
first.
The total financial impact is projected to be in the 
range of 100 crores. More than 11,000 registered 
tourist guides/travel and tourism stakeholders will 
receive financial assistance from the Centre.
The Finance Minister also launched a new credit 
guarantee scheme that will allow Micro Finance Institu-
tions to provide loans to 25 lakh people.
The interest rate on loans from banks will be capped at 
MCLR plus 2 per cent. Focus will be on new lending not 
repayment of old loans.

Government Initiative

Why tourism is important for any tourist place? What are 
the benefits associated with travelers and tourist at 
certain place?

Mains oriented question

Swadesh Darshan Scheme Yojana

Additional info

Tourist Circuit

The Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, 
developed the Swadesh Darshan Scheme to 
promote the integrated development of 
theme-based tourist circuits. The initiative intends to 
promote, develop, and capitalize on India's tourist 
potential.
The Ministry of Tourism and Culture, Government of 
India, launched it in 2014-15.
It is the country's theme-based tourist circuits. These 
tourist circuits will be built in an integrated way, 
based on the concepts of high tourist value, compet-
itiveness, and sustainability.
The Swadesh Darshan has identified 15 thematic 
circuits for development.
The Ministry of Tourism offers Central Financial 
Assistance - CFA to State Governments and Union 
Territory Administrations for the building of circuit 
infrastructure under the Swadesh Darshan plan.

A Tourist Circuit is a route that connects at least 
three major tourist locations that are not in the same 
town, village, or city and are not separated by a 
significant distance.
Entry and exit points for tourist circuits should be 
clearly marked. As a result, as a tourist, you should 
be inspired to visit the majority of the attractions 
included on the circuit.

NOTES
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Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State for Science 
and Technology (Independent Charge), stated that India 
has the potential to become a worldwide Green Hydro-
gen powerhouse in the near future

This figure might rise to 28 million tonnes by 2050, 
owing primarily to increased demand from industry, 
but also to the expansion of the transportation and 
power sectors.

As manufacturing and sales grow, the price will 
drop even further. India's hydrogen demand is 
expected to grow fivefold by 2050, with 80 percent 
of it coming from renewable sources.

Any savings realized as a result of lower energy 
imports as a result of the increased domestic gener-
ation of green hydrogen will be a boon. 
The precious foreign exchange savings might be 
used to build infrastructure, improve health, and 
educate children. 
It will also aid India's achievement of the Paris 
Agreement's nationally set contribution targets.

Introduction

The minister noted at the International Climate Summit 
2021: ‘Powering India's Hydrogen Eco System' that the 
country's undivided energies should be invested to 
achieve the goal of reducing emissions, which can only 
be achieved if we take a proactive approach.
The theme "Powering India's Hydrogen Ecosystem" is 
a forerunner to the 26th Conference of Parties (COP) 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), which will be held in 
Glasgow in November 2021.

What is Green Hydrogen?

Green hydrogen is clean hydrogen produced from 
renewable energy sources such as sun and wind. Water 
and water vapor are the by-products.
The electrolysis of water produces green hydrogen. 
Water, a large electrolyzer, and a lot of electricity are 
all you need to make a lot of hydrogen. 
The hydrogen is functionally green if the electricity 
comes from renewable sources like wind, solar, or 
hydro; the only carbon emissions in its manufacture will 
come from the generation infrastructure. 

Hydrogen Consumption: India utilizes roughly six 
million tonnes of hydrogen per year for the manufac-
turing of ammonia and methanol in the fertiliser and 
refinery industries.

Green Hydrogen Cost: Green hydrogen is predicted 
to be competitive with hydrocarbon fuels by 2030. 
(Coal, Crude Oil, natural gas).

Green Hydrogen Exporter: Due to its low renewable 
energy prices, India will become a net exporter of 
green hydrogen by 2030.

Indian Scenario

Lower energy costs: India imports more than 85% of 
its crude oil and 50% of its natural gas. It spends 
approximately $12 trillion on energy each year. 

Coal dependence: It also uses domestically mined 
coal and lignite to fuel thermal plants, which provide 
65 percent of the country's electricity.
Future energy demand: In addition, energy demand 
will rise in lockstep with the country's GDP. Green 
hydrogen will thus constitute a substantial compo-
nent of renewable capacity, reducing India's reliance 
on fossil fuels while also lowering its import expense.

Why is green hydrogen so important 
for India?

Advantages of Green Hydrogen

Good storage material: Hydrogen may be a viable 
storage material for extra electricity generated from 
renewables, in addition to its usage in transportation. 
Solar and wind energy are sporadic, generating no 
electricity at times and producing a surplus at others. 
The excess can be utilized to electrolyze hydrogen 
and store it.
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The industrial sector is the most suitable (mainly 
steel, ammonia and refineries). Because it competes 
with batteries, its usage in transportation and 
electricity is limited. 
Because batteries have low energy-to-weight ratios 
and take a long time to charge compared to fuel 
cells, hydrogen can be employed in heavy-duty, 
long-distance transportation. 
Battery-powered vehicles are the most cost-effec-
tive solution for shorter distances. In the power 
sector, hydrogen is best used for storage. Inter-sea-
sonal storage is appropriate for hydrogen-based 
storage.

Similar to renewable purchase obligations, the Union 
government aims to adopt the green hydrogen 
consumption obligation (GHCO) in fertilizer produc-
tion and petroleum refining.
India intends to start bidding for 4 GW of electrolyzer 
capacity and extend the PLI scheme for manufactur-
ing electrolyzers in the near future.
The power ministry's draft Electricity Rules, 2021, 
have permitted green hydrogen purchases to help 
fulfill RPOs.
National Thermal Power Corporation Limited: A 
range of Indian firms, including NTPC Renewable 
Energy, have ventured into green hydrogen. The 
NTPC unit is setting up India’s largest solar park of 
4.75 GW in Gujarat and plans to make green hydro-
gen there on a commercial scale. NTPC has also 
called bids for setting up a pilot project for mixing 
green hydrogen with natural gas for the city gas 
distribution network.

Hydrogen has restrictions in certain industries: 
Hydrogen can be used in a variety of industries, but it 
has limitations in others. 

Policy Intervention

What can be for future?

Higher energy value: One kilogram of hydrogen has 
nearly three times the energy worth of one kilogram of 
diesel.
Low-carbon footprint: Hydrogen is the most plentiful 
element and can be easily extracted by passing a 
current through water in a process known as electroly-
sis. When hydrogen recombines with oxygen, it 
produces electricity while emitting water. When 
electrolysis is carried out using renewable energy, the 
entire cycle is highly low-carbon and has a lower 
environmental impact than solar or wind energy.
Less capital imports: Creating green hydrogen capaci-
ty may necessitate fewer capital equipment imports. 

Challenge associated with it

Pressure on land: The provided energy can be less 
than 30% of the initial electrical input after  converting 
electricity to hydrogen, delivering it, storing it, and 
then converting it back to electricity. As a result, we'll 
need a lot more electricity from renewable sources, 
which will put a strain on the land.
Cost is a concern: Depending on the cost of power, 
green hydrogen production costs between $3.5 and 
$6.5 per kilogram.
Dedicated infrastructure: Steel pipes and welds 
become brittle and prone to breakdown as a result of 
dedicated infrastructure. As a result, bulk transporta-
tion of hydrogen will necessitate specialized pipes, 
which would be costly to construct, as well as pressuriz-
ing or cooling the gas to a liquid state.
Issues with storage and transportation: While hydro-
gen has a higher energy density per unit of mass than 
natural gas, it has a lower energy density per unit of 
volume. 

As a result, massive containers are required to 
transport hydrogen. To make transportation easier, 
hydrogen can be converted to a liquid form. 
However, it must be cooled to minus 253 degrees 
Celsius before being reconverted, which would take 
a lot of energy. 
It can also be transformed to hydrogen-based fuels 
before being transported, but this requires more 
energy. 
Approximately 85% of today's "green" hydrogen is 
produced "on-site" to avoid transportation issues.
Electrolyzers are in short supply, which is one of the 
obstacles. Electrolysis is relatively expensive 
compared to more established industrial proce-
dures, hence the market for electrolyzers has been 
modest.

Fuel cell technology advancements: It is also reasona-
ble to expect that fuel cell technology and storage 
solutions will advance to the point where hydrogen 
energy can be employed commercially for a number of 
uses.
The government can help with policy: Solar and wind 
have seen dramatic cost reductions, and there's no 
reason why hydrogen can't do the same with the right 
legislative backing.
It is necessary to promote competition: Entrepre-
neurs who want to create businesses in this new value 
chain must be able to raise the necessary funds.
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Scale-up green hydrogen: To do so, the government 
should prioritize research and development, assure 
continuous availability to renewable energy for decen-
tralized hydrogen generation, and investigate blending 
green hydrogen into current processes, particularly in 
the industrial sector.

Mains oriented question

Green hydrogen is clean hydrogen produced from 
renewable energy sources such as sun and wind. Explain 
this in detail also write about its advantage. 

NOTES

To reduce the cost of electrolysers and make India a 
manufacturing centre, we must invest heavily in 
research and development.
Aside from safety requirements, a lot of work will be 
required to establish standards for large-scale hydro-
gen use. The Hydrogen Mission, which was recently 
announced, is a positive move in the right direction.
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The ministry of commerce and industry said that India 
reported $101.89 billion in exports in the quarter ending 
September. This is the first time that Indian exports have 
crossed $100 billion mark.

India’s success comes in the backdrop of the global 
pandemic which had disrupted the supply chain 
market.
China – the world’s factory dropped the towel and 
countries across the globe were left scrambling 
around in search for alternatives.
Sensing a window of opportunity, the government 
swooped in and in March last year, launched the PLI 
scheme and fast forward, the same has been 
extended to nearly 13 vital sectors of the economy.
With six more months to go, the target of $400 
billion exports looks well attainable.
With the introduction of the PLI scheme in the 
textiles sector, the Union Textiles Minister, Piyush 
Goyal has set eyes on the target of textile exports 
worth 44 billion dollars by next year, compared to 
the current 33 billion dollars.

Present Context

In September alone, the exports stood at $33.44 
billion, according to government data.
In August, the figure was $33.28 billion.
The highest export amount in the second quarter was 
recorded in the month of July ($35.17 billion).

Why this deficit?

Target of $400 Billion

The trade deficit in September was at $22.94 billion as 
gold imports jumped nearly 750% to $5.11 billion.
The imports of ‘petroleum, crude and products’ soared 
nearly 200% to $17.436 billion in September on an 
annual basis.
The data also showed that imports of ‘coal, coke and 
briquettes’ were up 82.89% at $2.18 billion in Septem-
ber 2021 over the same month last year.

Exports from India till September this year touched 
$197 billion.This is an increase of no less than a 
whopping 56.92% in the year-ago.
Is it achievable?

The Modi government has set an export target of $400 
billion for financial year 2021-22.
Until September that is in the first six months of the 
current financial year almost half of that target stood 
achieved.

The government's foreign trade policy (FTP) defines 
plans and actions to encourage domestic production 
and exports in order to spur economic growth.
It's basically a set of rules for importing and exporting 
products and services.
These are developed by the Directorate General of 
Foreign Trade (DGFT), the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry's regulating body for the promotion and 
facilitation of exports and imports.

What is Foreign Trade Policy?

Merchandise exports increased by 48.34% year on 
year to US$ 32.50 billion in June 2021, indicating a 
wide trade recovery aided by strong small business 
performance. 
From 2021 to 2026, the administration plans to 
emphasize SMEs and new export potential in its next 
trade policy (2021-26). In March 2021, the federal 
government  announced   plans   to   develop  a  new
technique for tightening import screening in order to 
protect indigenous businesses. 

Understanding Foreign Trade Policy

Foreign trade policy 2021-26

Key Highlights of the new Foreign 
Trade Policy

The new Foreign Trade Policy will place a strong 
emphasis on district export centres.
The policy will be aimed at increasing exports.
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The Niryat Bandhu Scheme was created by the 
Directorate General of Overseas Trade (DGFT) to 
coach aspiring exporters on the subtleties of foreign 
trade through counseling, training, and outreach 
initiatives.
MSME clusters have been chosen for concentrated 
interventions to enhance exports, given the expan-
sion of small and medium size firms and their signifi-
cance in hiring people.
Outreach efforts are being arranged in a coordinat-
ed manner with the support of Export Promotion 
Councils and other willing knowledge partners in 
academia and the research community to meet the 
scheme's objectives.
Furthermore, all stakeholders, including Customs, 
ECGC, Banks, and pertinent Ministries, will be 
attempted to be involved in order to maximize 
resource usage.

It is a system that allows duty-free imports of inputs, 
gasoline, oil, energy sources, and a catalyst that are 
required for the manufacturing of export goods in 
exchange for the importer meeting specific export 
obligations with respect to the final items.
The minimum value addition of 20% is necessary to 
be achieved.
This method is mostly used for raw sugar imports 
that will be used in the production of an export 
product.

Duty-Free Import Authorization (DFIA)

The EPCG Scheme aims to make it easier to import 
capital goods for the production of high-quality 
goods and services while also improving India's 
competitiveness.
The EPCG manufacturing scheme allows for 
zero-duty imports of capital goods for pre-produc-
tion, production, and post-production.

Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG)

India's trade policies, government reforms, and 
inherent economic strengths have attributed to its 
status as one of the most sought-after destinations for 
foreign investments in the world. 
Additionally, technological and infrastructural 
development taking place across the country bodes 
well for the trade and economic sectors in the years 
ahead.
The Indian government has been working on key 
agreements with the governments of Japan, Austral-
ia, and China in order to increase contributions to the 

Niryat Bandhu Scheme

Major Initiatives under the Foreign 
Trade Policy

Way forward

It will make doing business easier.
Infrastructure support will help to strengthen the 
operations of the domestic manufacturing and service 
sectors.
The policy will result in legislative and operational 
reforms, as well as lower transaction costs.

Remission of Duties and Taxes on 
Exported Products (RoDTEP) scheme

About
The RoDTEP program would refund to exporters the 
embedded central, state, and municipal charges or 
taxes that had previously gone unrefunded, putting 
India's exports at a disadvantage. 
The rebate would not be payable in respect of duties 
and taxes that have already been exempted, paid, or 
credited.

Key Features of the RoDTEP Scheme
Coverage: The system includes more than 8,555 
tariff products, accounting for around 75% of traded 
goods and 65% of India's exports.
Rates: Tax refunds will range from 0.5 percent to 4.3 
percent of the value of items exported. Chocolates, 
toffees, and sugar sweets are offered at the lowest 
price. Yarns and fibers were given the utmost 
priority.
Sectors covered include: Marine, agriculture, 
leather, gems and jewellery, automobiles, polymers, 
textiles, and electronics are among the industries 
covered by the scheme.
Pharmaceuticals, steel, and chemicals are among the 
industries that have been excluded from the plan. 
For the time being, products made in export-orient-
ed units and special economic zones have also been 
excluded from the scheme.

Concerns
Lower Rates: Many exporters were disappointed by 
the scheme because the rates are substantially lower 
than MEIS rates and there is a smaller budget alloca-
tion. In a great number of cases, the rates have not 
taken into account the taxes buried in their raw 
materials, such as steel in technical items.
Deprive Large Sectors: It appears that the benefit is 
not available to significant exporters such as steel, 
pharmaceuticals, and exports done  under  Advance
Authorisation, EOU (Export Oriented Unit), SEZ 
(Special Economic Zone), and other similar arrange-
ments. It will have a negative impact on Indian export 
competitiveness and convey a negative message to 
exporters.
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country's economic development and worldwide 
market growth.

NOTES

Page 23



oct 2021upsciq.com

Introduction

Relevance

Title

Small Farmers in India - Why is their financial condition 
similar to that of daily wage labourers?

GS 3 || Economy || Agriculture || Agricultural Credit

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

One of the reasons for agrarian distress is the declining 
average size of farm holdings. Small farmers face 
several challenges in getting access to inputs and 
marketing facilities.
Several innovative institutional models are emerging 
and there are many opportunities for small and margin-
al farmers in India. A group or collective is one of the 
main institutional mechanisms to help the country’s 
marginal and small farmers.

Therefore, financing for agriculture is an important 
task to fulfill the capital demand in Indian agricul-
ture, and credit plays the catalyst role in the process 
to accelerate agriculture including industries, 
business, and service sectors of the economy.

Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC)

Agricultural Credit and Financial 
Inclusion in Farming Sector

Agricultural credit becomes a strong force to enhance 
the production level, productivity, and income of the 
farmers, which play an important role to alleviate rural 
poverty.
The need for agriculture credit arises because capital 
is one of the vital inputs for the development of agricul-
ture.
As we know that Indian economy is based on agricul-
ture, so financial inclusion in agriculture may be a 
better way to empower the Indian farmer.
The rapid growth of Agriculture will not only ensure 
continued food security but also aid in growth in 
industry and the GDP.
To sustain the growth in agriculture, required capital 
must be invested because capital is one  of  the  vital
inputs contributing to the success of all agricultural 
development programmes.

In the last decade, the Centre has encouraged farmer 
producer organizations (FPOs) to help farmers. Since 
2011, it has intensively promoted FPOs under the 
Small Farmers’ Agri-Business Consortium (SFAC), 
NABARD, state governments, and NGOs.
Small Farmers Agribusiness Consortium (SFAC) is 
an Autonomous Society promoted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers’ Welfare, 
Government of India. It was registered under the 
Societies Registration Act XXI in 1994. 
SFAC has implemented the central schemes of the 
Government of India namely Venture Capital 
Assistance (VCA) and Equity Grant and Credit 
Guarantee Fund Scheme (EGCGS) for the economic 
inclusion of small and marginal farmers in agribusi-
ness activities.

Experience shows a mixed performance of FPOs in 
the last decade. Some estimates show that 30 
percent of these are operating viably while 20 
percent are struggling to survive.
The remaining 50 percent are still in the initial phase 
of mobilization and business planning.
FPOs in Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, and some other states have shown encour-
aging results and have been able to realize higher 
returns for their produce.
For example, tribal women in the Pali district of 
Rajasthan formed a producer company and they are 
getting higher prices for custard apples.
NABARD has undertaken a field study on the 
benefits of FPOs in Punjab and Madhya Pradesh. 
The study shows that in nascent FPOs, the proportion 
of farmer members contributing to FPOs activities is 
20-30 percent while for the emerging and mature
FPOs it is higher at about 40-50 percent.
In Maharashtra, some of the FPOs have organically
evolved (OFPOs) when farmers have taken the lead to 
adopt market-oriented practices, develop cost-effec-
tive solutions in production and marketing.

Farmer producer organizations (FPOs)

Steps taken to improve the condition 
of small farmers
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Issues
Of the 8,000 workers at the Sonalika plant in Hoshiar-
pur, 90% are marginal farmers and farm labourers of 
nearby villages. 
This model of linking industry with employment for 
marginal farmers and farm labourers can be amplified 
pan-India, particularly in the backward areas.
The average farm size declined from 2.3 hectares 
(ha) in 1970-71 to 1.08 ha in 2015-16. The share of 
small and marginal farmers increased from 70 
percent in 1980-81 to 86 percent in 2015-16.
At the state level, the average size of farm holdings in 
2015-16 ranged from 3.62 ha in Punjab, 2.73 in 
Rajasthan, and 2.22 in Haryana to 0.75 in Tamil Nadu, 
0.73 in Uttar Pradesh, 0.39 in Bihar, and 0.18 in 
Kerala.

Case Study

Encouraging Industrial Investment: Industrial 
investment should be encouraged in rural and 
backward areas by offering special incentives. This 
can ensure an additional income to minimize the 
dependency on the sole agriculture-based income.
Untapped Potential: Apart from part-time seasonal 
farming, a small farmer and a farm labourer have 
sufficient time to work and can earn Rs 12,000-Rs 
15,000 a month easily after eight hours of labour in a 
nearby factory. 
Promoting Exports: To increase export from these 
areas, 50% relaxation in railway freight as freight 
subsidy can be provided from dry ports.
Cluster Approach: Special incentives are being 
offered to develop industrial corridors and clusters 
but this model should be replicated in the rural and 
backward areas to provide job opportunities to 
nearby small and marginal farmers and farm labour-
ers.
Decentralized Microenterprise Ecosystem: A 
distributed, micro-level factory that can produce 
solopreneurs and micro-enterprises has to be created 
and supported in the rural areas. For instance, the 
processing and packaging of vegetables for sale in 
urban malls can be one such micro-enterprise that is 
labour intensive.
Investment in Rural areas: Promotion of new 
industrial investment with a special incentive in 
backward areas to provide new jobs to rural India. 
Providing jobs to small, marginal farmers and farm 
labourers in nearby areas will minimize the rural-to-ur-
ban migration

Way Ahead

Unrewarding livelihood: On average, smaller holdings 
lose money as their household costs are higher than 
their earnings. According to the National Sample 
Survey Office (NSSO), the average income of farmers 
owning up to two hectares is Rs 5,240 a month.
Subsistence Farming: The smallest farms are afloat 
since they don’t pay for labour, relying entirely on the 
family, and consume much of what is produced.
Irregular Income: Farming is a seasonal affair, not a 
full-time job.
Most small and marginal farmers left out

The majority of Farmers are marginal: 70% of India’s 
farmers have small and marginal landholdings, 
operating below one hectare.

Decreasing Area: Area under agriculture has been 
shrinking, it reduced from 159.5 million hectares (mn 
ha) in 2010-11 to 157 mn ha in 2015-16.
Increase in Land Holdings: The number of opera-
tional holdings has been rising (increased from 138.3 
million to about 146 million) owing to the increasing 
population.

In the last 10 years, agriculture credit increased by 
500% but has not reached even 20% of the 12.56 
crore small and marginal farmers.
Despite an increase in agri-credit, even today, 95% 
of tractors and other agri-implements sold in the 
country are being financed by non-banking 
financial companies, or NBFCs, at an 18% rate of 
interest; the banks’ long-term loans rate of 
interest for purchasing of the same is 11%.
RBI has also questioned agricultural households with 
the lowest landholding (up to two hectares) getting 
only about 15% of the subsidized outstanding loan 
from institutional sources (bank, co-operative 
society).
As in the Agriculture Census, 2015-16, the total 
number of small and marginal farmers’ households 
in the country stood at 12.56 crore.
These small and marginal holdings make up 1% of 
the total holdings.
Though the RBI had set a cap that out of a bank’s 
overall adjusted net bank credit, 18% must go to 
the agriculture sector, and within this, 8% must 
go to small and marginal farmers and 4.5% for 
indirect loans, bank advances routinely breach the 
limit.
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Mains model question

Subsidies are often criticized that instead of offering 
solutions to the problems they become a problem. In the 
light of the above statement, discuss the issues surround-
ing the subsidy system in India.

Conclusion

On-ground reforms in the agriculture sector through 
central amended laws will take more time but it is time 
for a policy and framework to promote industrial 
investment in rural and backward areas as a job engine 
for small, marginal farmers and farm labourers.
It would be the real execution of sab ka Saath, sab ka 
Vikas (progress for all), covering more than 60% of 
the population of the country residing in rural and 
backward areas.

NOTES
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How Nehru Govt took Air India from JRD Tata?

Privatization in India

In terms of competitiveness, state-owned enterpris-
es are frequently outperformed by private business-
es. In terms of revenue, efficiency, and productivity, 
the latter outperforms the former.
Privatization results in significant structural changes, 
giving competitive sectors a boost.
Privatization leads to the adoption of global best 
practices, as well as the management and motiva-
tion of the greatest human talent, in order to 
develop long-term competitive advantage and 
improved resource management.

Background

Air India was founded by J.R.D. Tata and he was the 
first Indian to procure a flying license in 1929, at the 
age of 25, and own a Gipsy Moth aircraft soon after.
He was the first Indian to pilot a plane from India to 
England in 1930, that too, devoid of any equipment 
modern flying machines are equipped with.
He was the first to launch an air-cargo service between 
Karachi and Bombay, doing so under Tata Aviation 
Service in 1932, which was followed by the commercial 
Tata Airlines the very next year.
Those who worked closely with him say he had the 
vision to realise two things.
First, that air travel would become economic only if it 
could be made into a mass market, large scale industry; 
and second, that Air India would participate effectively 
in air travel only if it could offer something unique to 
travellers.

All about Privatization and 
Disinvestment

In India, laws such as the Industries (Development & 
Regulation) Act, 1951 (IDRA), Monopolies & Restric-
tive Trade Practices Act, 1969 (MRTPA), Foreign 
Exchange Regulation Act, 1973 (FERA), Capital 
Issues Control, and technical scrutiny by the Directo-
rate General of Technical Development helped to 
facilitate deregulation (DGTD). 
Following independence, India's government imple-
mented socialist economic policies. Rajiv Gandhi 
began economic reorganization in the 1980s.
The Indian government began a series of economic 
reorganizations with the assistance of the Internation-
al Monetary Fund.
With the support of Dr. Manmohan Singh, P.V. 
Narasimha Rao brought about revolutionary econom-
ic changes.

In India, privatization is still at a rudimentary level.
While privatization through the sale of public sector 
firms is almost non-existent, divestment through the 
sale of a portion of a public sector enterprise's shares is 
also possible.

Microeconomic benefits: 

Privatization improves the financial stability of a 
sector that was formerly dominated by the govern-
ment by eliminating deficits and debts.
Through privatization, the net transfer to 
state-owned enterprises is reduced.
Assists in raising the industry's performance bench-
marks in general.
Can have an unfavorable impact on employees at 
first, but will eventually be useful to their growth 
and profitability in the long run.

Macroeconomic benefits

Advantages of Privatization

Disadvantages of privatization

Profit maximization: In contrast to the public sector, 
which initiates socially feasible modifications in the 
event of emergencies and criticalities, the private 
sector concentrates more on profit maximization and 
less on social objectives.
Corruption and illegitimate ways of obtaining 
licenses: Privatization has provided unnecessary 
support to corruption and illegitimate ways of obtain-
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Excessive bureaucratization: In India's public sector, 
excessive bureaucratization has resulted in inefficien-
cies. Their chairman-cum-managing directors are either 
bureaucrats lacking in domain understanding or techni-
cal service personnel lacking in commercial sense.

The post-privatization market structure has a signifi-
cant impact on the valuation of PSEs.
Since the government had to provide fiscal support to 
loss-making public companies, the government's 
budget imbalance grew year after year. Privatisation, 
by an act of disinvestment, is one specific step adopt-
ed to lower the deficit.
However, the manner in which disinvestment has 
been carried out gives the appearance that it is more 
of a budget-balancing exercise than a restructuring of 
PSEs.

this allows them to profit, but there have been no 
advances in the oil marketing sector.

The administrative price mechanism is also triggered 
by monopoly/oligopoly of specific PSEs.
Oil PSEs, for example, have been permitted to profit 
because they have the ability to  dictate  oil  pricing; 

Increased efficiency through target-oriented 
management: The primary strategic mandates for 
economic policies are globalization, liberalization, 
and privatization. Market-oriented reforms are 
sustainable and gaining acceptability, with resistance 
to privatization declining due to benefits such as 
increased efficiency through target-oriented manage-
ment and the allocation of public monies to the 
country's social and physical infrastructure.
Positive impact on the development: Privatization 
has had a positive impact on the development of 
industries including as banking, insurance, telecom-
munications, power, and civil aviation.
The unexpected turnaround of the Indian economy 
has weakened lobbying efforts in domestic circuits.
Bureaucracy, red tape, political snafus, and corrup-
tion are all major roadblocks to India's development, 
despite the fact that it has  
With additional liberal reforms in the works, the 
future of privatization appears bright, with a healthy 
flow of foreign investment and even the growth of 
domestic private actors to take over and turn around 
struggling PSUs.

Conclusion

Future prospects for India

ing licenses and business deals between the govern-
ment and private bidders due to a lack of transparency 
in the private sector, and stakeholders do not have 
complete information about the operation of the 
enterprise. 
Lobbying and bribery are two prevalent difficulties 
that taint privatization's practical application.
Malpractices: Privatization dilutes the objective for 
which the company was founded, and profit maximiza-
tion fosters malpractices such as lower-quality product 
production, increased hidden indirect expenses, and 
price escalation, among other things.
High rate of personnel turnover: As a result of privati-
zation, there is a high rate of personnel turnover, 
necessitating a significant expenditure to train 
less-qualified employees and to bring the PSU's 
existing workforce up to speed on current business 
practices.
Conflict of interest: There may be a conflict of interest 
among stakeholders and the buyer private company's 
management, and initial resistance to change may 
impede the enterprise's performance.
Increases price inflation: Privatization increases price 
inflation in general because privatized enterprises do 
not receive government subsidies after the deal, and 
the burden of this inflation falls on the common man.

Major Concerns regarding Privatization

Privatization is not the first option: Privatization is 
not the default option in India; rather, it is used only 
when absolutely necessary.

This could explain the government's reluctance to 
privatize some of the country's largest loss-making 
PSEs, such as Air India, BSNL, and MTNL.

If shares in public firms are offered for sale to the 
private sector, the latter will, understandably, be 
solely interested in profit-making concerns.
As a result, the government may be forced to 
compensate the buyer, as was the case with the 
privatization of the Delhi Discom.

There are no buyers for PSEs that are losing money: 
With their massive debt and employee responsibilities, 
no one would acquire a PSE.

Indian policymakers have gradually abandoned their 
apprehensions about privatization and designed liberal 
reforms to divest the massive capital investment in PSUs 
and improve the efficiency and profit creation of 
state-owned businesses. Many industries with significant 
entry barriers have had their barriers lowered to allow 
both domestic and international investors to invest. 
Insurance, banking, civil aviation, telecommunications, 
and power are just a few of the industries that have 
reaped the benefits of privatization. Complete privatiza-
tion, on the other hand, remains a pipe  dream.  Govern
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NOTES

ment control is still obvious in most liberalized industries, 
and delegation or joint ventures are more common 
between public and private sector are functional like 
Maruti Suzuki etc.

Mains oriented question

When it comes to certain financial performance and 
efficiency metrics, privatized banks have outperformed 
fully public sector banks. Justify your statement. 
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Customers prefer the simplicity of the quick real-time 
payment method during the pandemic, which has seen a 
threefold increase in volume and value over the previous 
fiscal year.

The issuing of pre-paid instruments (PPI), such as 
mobile and digital wallets, has been expanded to 
include non-bank organizations. The National 
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) created the 
BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money) mobile payment 
app, which is based on the Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI).

Political Will: A clear vision for transforming the 
system from low volume, high value, and high cost 
to high volume, low value, and low cost is the source 
of India's payment revolution. The Jan Dhana 
Yojana and Aadhaar embedding are examples of 
this.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) established a 
non-profit market participant entity to level the 
playing field between banks and non-banks.
According to a paper published by the Bank for 
International Settlements ('The Design of Digital 
Financial Infrastructure: Lessons from India shows 
how "a central bank can be proactive and equal 
partners with  private  sector  counterparts  when  it 
comes to fostering technological innovation in the 
financial sector."

Background

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is a lifesaver in a 
world where social alienation is the most crucial norm. 
The quick real-time payment system has proven to be 
India's best financial innovation since independence, and 
it has begun the process of completely replacing the cash 
economy. It has contributed to the country's status as 
one of the world's fastest-growing digital economies.

What is UPI?

It's a system that combines many banking services, 
smooth fund routing, and merchant payments into a 
single mobile application (of any partner bank).
Each bank has its own UPI application.

The Importance of UPI

It established interoperability between all sources and 
recipients of funds (consumers, businesses, fintechs, 
wallets,  140  member  banks),  settled  funds  instantly
inside the central bank in fiat money – convenience for 
consumers and merchants, and weakened data 
monopolies (big tech firms have strong autonomy but 
weak fiduciary responsibilities over customer data). 

India had long been a financially impoverished 
country, with only 17% of Indians having a bank 
account in 2011. According to the World Bank, 80 
percent of Indians would have waited 50 years longer 
to open a bank account if they had done so before 
2011.
India's digital payments system has been steadily 
improving for several years, fueled by advances in 
information and communication technology and 
nurtured in accordance with the Reserve Bank of 
India's goal.
Since its inception in 2008, the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) has been at the forefront 
of the development of India's retail payment system.
The following are significant milestones in the 
evolution of the payment system:

India's Digital Payments Evolution

The following factors have influenced India's payment 
revolution:

Payment Revolution's Causes

Challenges in the Digital Payments

Confronting stakeholders: Cyber security is one of 
the most important challenges confronting players in 
the digital payment ecosystem. As more  people  use 
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National Electronic Funds Transfer (NEFT) system – 
Settlement at half-hourly intervals.
Master Directions on Prepaid Payment Instruments 
(PPIs)
Rationalisation of Merchant Discount Rate
Storage of Payment System Data

Merchant discount rate: In Budget 2020-21, the 
government mandated a zero Merchant Discount Rate 
(MDR) for RuPay and UPI in order to popularize digital 
payments, which benefit both customers and business-
es.
According to the Committee on Digital Payments 2016 
Report, the Ministry of Finance has taken a great step 
forward in developing a Bill to alter the Payment and 
Settlement Systems Act, 2007.
RBI has taken four major policy initiatives:

Governor Shaktikanta Das has received recommenda-
tions from a committee created by the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) and led by Nandan Nilekani on how to 
promote digital payments. Now, the RBI will review 
the committee's recommendations and, where 
appropriate, attach action items to its Payment 
Systems Vision 2021 for execution.
Key recommendations to encourage digital 
payments:

Nandan Nilekani Committee on Digital 
Payments

digital payments, the risk of cyber security concerns 
such as online fraud, identity theft, and malware or 
virus attacks increases. E.g. Malicious Software 
Cerberus
Lack of Digital literacy: Because of the absence of 
internet connectivity in rural and remote areas, digital 
literacy is one of the toughest difficulties today, 
especially during the Covid-19 Pandemic, when most 
schools and institutions are giving online classes on 
online platforms.
Lowering the cost of digital payments in order to 
make them more accessible.
NPCI's Role: The RBI and the government must fully 
promote digital payments since they, like currency 
notes, are a public service. Some suggest, however, 
that the NPCI should be converted into a for-profit 
organization to combat competition.
Digital payment fraud: In India, digital payment fraud 
accounts for over half of all bank frauds. In light of this, 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released certain 
guidelines for digital payment security and risk mitiga-
tion.
Risk mitigation: In view of this, the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has also issued some guidelines as security 
and risk mitigation measures for digital payments.

Opportunities

Steps taken by the government

According to NITI AYOG, India's digital payments 
market is expected to increase to $1 trillion by 2023, 
with mobile payments expected to grow from 190 
billion to $1 trillion.
Digital payments provide a unique set of possibilities. 
Global trends show rising client demands for 
value-added services, more competition as a result of 
the advent of FinTechs, new technology, and a 
constantly shifting regulatory landscape. 
These rising global trends are projected to have an 
impact on the Indian Digital Payments ecosystem, 
providing a boost to the sector's growth.

Formulate an internationalization plan for Indian 
payment systems like RuPay and BHIM UPI in order 
to facilitate remittances into India and to assist 
Indian travelers in making payments overseas.
To promote adequate expansion of acquiring 
infrastructure in the country, the current import duty 
of 18 percent on POS machines be decreased to nil 
for a period of three years.
Create a way to monitor digital payment systems 
and make monthly block-based aggregate informa-
tion and a PIN code available to all players.
The regulator must intervene at regular intervals to 
fine-tune the interchange rate to guarantee that 
both the issuer and the purchaser have a level 
playing field in the market.
Improve ATM functionality beyond the cash 
dispenser to support other financial services, such 
as cash deposit, bill payment, and mobile recharge, 
to act as a comprehensive digital facilitation point.
Consumer payments to government agencies 
should not be subject to convenience fees, and 
RTGS and NEFT should be available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

Conclusion

Despite security concerns, debit/credit cards are 
becoming increasingly popular in India, with millennials 
serving as the key growth drivers. The Reserve Bank of 
India has predicted a 50% increase in mobile-based 
payment transactions. According to the RBI's 2021 
vision paper, payment systems such as UPI/IMPS are 
expected to increase at a rate of over 100% on an 
annualized basis. Despite  the  fact  that  cyber  security 
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NOTES

and digital payment fraud cases offer a significant threat, 
the digital payment ecosystem can undoubtedly be 
reinforced, with organizations, users, and the govern-
ment all sharing responsibility for keeping digital 
payments secure.

Mains oriented question

As India's digital payments industry grows at a breakneck 
pace, there are a slew of opportunities and difficulties 
ahead. Comment. 
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Status of India’s automobile  industry
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Boosting India’s economic expansion and creating 
employment opportunities for millions of youth is one 
of the major challenges India faces. Make in India was a 
flagship economic initiative that aimed to transform the 
country into a global manufacturing hub and, in the 
process, generate jobs especially through the automo-
bile sector. Due to various challenges, the automobile 
sector is undergoing a slowdown.

The Rise Of Ride-share Services: Over the past 
years, there is a rapid rise of ride-share apps like OLA, 
Uber in the country. This has thus affected sales. It has 
made customers hesitant to buy a vehicle as much of 
their expenses are reduced with regular carpool use.
India’s Rushed EV Plan: The Indian government has 
envisioned a radical push for all vehicles to go fully 
electric by 2030. Due to this EV roadmap, customers 
have fears that any vehicle that they purchase could 
potentially become obsolete in the next decade or 
so. Thus they are holding on to their current vehicle 
purchase to avoid an unnecessary purchase if EVs are 
on the way. This is affecting sales in the automobile 
industry.
Overcrowding: Due to the growth in the automotive 
industry in the past decade, more customers were 
able to purchase vehicles of their own. However, this 
turned out to be a double-edged sword as more 
vehicle sales has led to an explosion of vehicles on the 
roads today. This has led to an immense amount of 
bottlenecks and traffic jams on our outdated roads. 
With public transport expansion like the metro, 
customers are hesitating to buy vehicles to escape 
traffic snarls.
Rise in prices: Automakers are also struggling to 
comply with a host of new environmental and safety 
policies, which have prompted a hike in vehicle 
prices, which in turn puts pressure on sales. 

It has become a need of hour to look for alternative 
feuls that would suffice our domestic consumption 
and the government is currently focusing on 
ethanol blending to lessen its dependency on 
conventional fuels and commit to the goal of clean 
and green fuel.
The Centre plans to notify a system of imposing a 
“green tax” on older vehicles in a move to 
disincentivize the use of polluting vehicles and to 
curb pollution in the country.

Reasons for the poor performance of 
the automobile sector

Economic slowdown: The auto sector slowdown is 
due to weakening economic growth and a liquidity 
crunch. Weak economic activity, coupled with escalat-
ing global trade tensions, led to this slowdown.
Lack of credit: Financial crunch brought by a collapse 
of some non-banking financial companies that used to 
account for a significant share of automobile financing. 
Some banks and NBFCs as a result of bad loans and 
weak retail sales have decided to enforce stricter 
restrictions. These restrictions include giving out loans 
only to people with a high credit rating. This has major-
ly affected auto dealers and customers.
Lack of investment: The subdued demand, recent 
investments made for transition from BSIV to BSVI, and 
a lack of clarity on policy for electrification of vehicles, 
has left the industry unsure of its future and has caused 
it to stop all future investments. Due to less demand, 
manufacturers are also having to cut down on produc-
tion.

Ethanol is a biofuel, that is, a fuel produced by 
processing organic matter. The auto fuels we 
commonly use are mainly derived from the slow 
geological process of fossilization, which is why they 
are also known as fossil fuels.
Ethanol in India is obtained primarily from sugarcane 
via a fermentation process. Ethanol is high in oxygen 
content, which therefore allows an engine to more 
thoroughly combust fuel. 
It can be mixed with fuel in different quantities and 
can help reduce vehicular emissions. Also, since it is 
plant-based, it is considered to be a renewable fuel.

What is ethanol blending? 
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Current status of ethanol capacity
To reduce the emission of greenhouse gases.
To provide an alternative market for crops.
Promote the organised sale of reducing crops.
To benefit farmers with income security and high 
returns.
To promote behavioural change in fuel consumption.
To raise spending on research and development.
Better utilisation of urban solid waste.
Possible employment generation.

To provide a green and clean alternative fuel source.
To reduce the burden of high fuel imports.

Purpose and Importance of blending

Ethanol is the only true saviour under the conditions, 
both for mills and cane growers.
The Indian Sugar Mills’ Association (ISMA) has said 
that to achieve the target of 8-8.5% ethanol blend-
ing, it is important to increase the blending level to at 
least 12% in surplus States and adjoining ones. 
The current supply is about 7.56% annually. The 
current demand is about 346.52 crore litres.
Pradhan Mantri Ji-VAN Yojana Under the Pradhan 
Mantri Ji-VAN Yojana, the central government 
provides viability Gap Funding(VGF) to Second 
Generation bioethanol manufacturing projects to 
increase the availability of ethanol for the EBP 
programme.
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs also 
permitted the conversion of old sugar into ethanol, 
which is again expected to help mills cope with the 
sweetener's current overproduction and make timely 
payments to farmers for the cane they supply.
Ethanol blending Programme

National Policy on Biofuels-2018

What steps have been taken to increase 
the production of ethanol?

The current ethanol capacity in India is 4.26 billion 
litres, derived from molasses-based distilleries, 
and2.58 billion litres for grain-based production. 
The total capacity will be expanded to 10.16 billion 
litres for blending by 2025 and proposes that 7.60 
billion litres and 7.40 billion litres will come from 
molasses and grain, respectively.
According to the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas, India, the country has preponed the target of 
achieving 20% ethanol-blended fuel by five years
and is now to complete the target by 2025. 
The country needs 4 billion liters of ethanol for 10% 
ethanol blend, and for 20% ethanol blend, the 
country needs 1,000 crore liters of ethanol, which will 
cost approximately INR 65,000 crores.
Chhattisgarh government signed a contract execu-
tion (MoU) for the country's first ethanol plant to be 
set up in the state under the public-private partner-
ship (PPP) model. 

India- Current Trend 

Sugar stocks have turned out to be incredible wealth 
creators for investors. In the last three months, 14 
sugar stocks have given upwards of 100% returns. 

Why is ethanol in demand?

There is a race for ethanol production. With petrol 
consumption rising at 5%, the increase in ethanol 
usage is expected to go up by 14% (pre-pandemic 
projections), where the industry wanted to target 
4.8 billion litres of ethanol at 15% growth till 2030.
Indian sugar companies are busy increasing their 
ethanol capacities. 
India is also looking at becoming one of the major 
ethanol producers in the world and the stock market is 
embracing it. 

For example, Renuka Sugar has gone up by 181%, 
Dalmia Bharat is up 154% etc. Investors are looking 
at a fundamental shift in the sector, which can 
change sugar firms from a cyclical commodity 
business to a source of cleaner fuel. 

Aim- To reduce the country’s dependence on oil 
imports and curb harmful emissions from vehicles).

Launched in 2003 on a pilot basis.
The aim is to promote the use of alternative and 
environmentally friendly fuels.
Implemented by the Ministry of Oil Marketing 
Companies (OMCs).

The National Policy on Biofuels-2018 has set a 
target of 20% blending of ethanol in petrol, and 
5% blending of biodiesel in a diesel by 2030.
Under the Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP), 
ethanol blending in petrol is being undertaken by 
the  Oil   Marketing   Companies   (OMCs)  in  the
whole country except island Union Territory (UT) 
of Andaman & Nicobar and Lakshadweep Islands. 

E100 pilot project: It has been inaugurated in 
Pune.

GOBAR (Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources) 
DHAN Scheme, 2018

TVS Apache two-wheelers are designed to run on 
E80 or pure ethanol (E100).
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Cons of Ethanol as a fuel

Not a clean fuel

Way forward

Mains model question

Promoting the use of biofuels in transportation would 
help to lower the crude import bill in countries like 
India.
In rural and agricultural production, biofuels can aid 
in the form of new cash crops.
Use of wastelands-Efforts should be made to produce 
renewable biofuels by ensuring the use of wasteland 
and municipal waste produced in urban areas.
The National Biofuels Policy has set a goal of blending 
biofuels, both for biodiesel and bio-ethanol, by 20 per 
cent. In the ethanol blending programme, this will 
require an integrated approach (EBP). 
The time is ripe for a coherent and consistent policy 
and administrative structure for the performance of 
EBP in the implementation of the programme.
Investment in the sector

Roadmap for Ethanol BlendingRepurpose Used Cooking Oil (RUCO)

The scheme aims to positively impact village cleanli-
ness and generate wealth and energy from cattle 
and organic waste. It also aims at creating new rural 
livelihood opportunities and enhancing income for 
farmers and other rural people.

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) has launched this initiative that will enable 
the collection and conversion of used cooking oil to 
biodiesel.

Though Ethanol is renewable, biomass regrows 
periodically - it is not a clean fuel, as it emits carbon 
dioxide on combustion.
However, it reduces pollution compared to regular 
petrol and diesel, because it does not emit sulphur 
oxides.
Thus, blending ethanol in petrol and diesel will 
help reach BS-VI fuel norms.

Production comes at a huge cost
There is a huge incentive to produce ethanol.
This has been additionally facilitated by the govern-
ment mandating a 10% blending of petrol with 
ethanol.
In December 2020, the central govt approved an 
interest subvention of 4,573 crores for new distiller-
ies producing ethanol, which can be used doping in 
petrol.

sugar firms, the market leaders, as they will see a 
sustainable uptick in sales and margins from the 
increased ethanol capacity. 
Pick a few of the sector laggards or the smallest 
players can potentially turn out to be multibaggers.

To optimise returns when a sector is likely to go 
under non-linear profitability growth, the focus 
should be on  Investment  in  the  top  two  or  three 

The central government has released an expert 
committee report on the Roadmap for Ethanol 
Blending in India by 2025.
The roadmap proposes a gradual rollout of 
ethanol-blended fuel to achieve E10 fuel supply by 
April 2022 and a phased rollout of E20 from April 
2023 to April 2025.

To introduce vehicles that are compatible the 
committee recommends roll out of E20 materi-
al-compliant and E10 engine-tuned vehicles from 
April 2023 and production of E20-tuned engine 
vehicles from April 2025.

What is the ethanol blending programme? There should 
be more focus on ethanol production. Discuss 
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Cricket in India
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Introduction
The history of cricket was connected to the social 
history of the time. It shows the evolution of cricket as 
a game in England and discuss the wider culture of 
physical training and athleticism of the time. It will then 
move to the history of the adoption of cricket in our 
country.
Given the strength of the Indian economy and the 
young demographics of the country, India is a popular 
destination for major athletic events, the most popular 
of which is cricket. Sporting success is frequently 
connected with national pride, but systemic flaws such 
as corruption, nepotism, and spot fixing have tarnished 
that image.
In the recent past, it has been seriously harmed. As a 
result, there has been a heated debate about whether 
government is good or bad.
Intervention is required to put things in their proper 
position.
The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
governs cricket in India at the national level an 
independent organization State Cricket Associations 
exist at the state level.

ICC and cricket board

generate it, rather than the equal shares for all full 
members that had been the ICC tradition.
According to Mint, an Indian business newspaper, the 
shift means India will earn roughly 22% of ICC 
revenue instead of the three to four percent it 
received previously.
As a result, India has risen to prominence as the 
undisputed global cricket giant, dominating interna-
tional trade, driving international decision-making, 
and reshaping international institutions to reflect 
Indian objectives. In a sporting world long dominated 
by former colonial power England, India today sets 
the agenda, with England relegated to a supporting 
but not decisive position.

Following an internal finding that India generated up to 
80% of ICC revenue, the body approved a plan 
supported by India, England, and Australia to redistrib-
ute ICC  revenue  with  greater  weight  to  those  who 

Cricket has an impact on the Indian economy. The 
BCCI (Board of Cricket Council of India) is one of the 
world's wealthiest cricket councils. 
It aids India's economic development. Cricketers are 
paid a lot of money by the BCCI. The government of 
IPl makes a lot of money. 
Only the cricket is responsible for this. Sporting 
networks, advertisers, and the BCCI all received 
large sums of money.

The Indian economy is booming

Cricket's popularity in India simply means that it 
can be readily converted into money. There are 
numerous ways for Indians to make money or supple-
ment their income with this activity. 
They could be cricketers themselves or gamble on 
their favorite teams or individuals on Indian betting 
platforms.
Cricketers in India are generously compensated.
They live a more affluent lifestyle and can purchase 
many things that other sports athletes cannot. 
This is why most people who are thinking about 
making a career out of a sport chose cricket.

Money

India's Sports Progression

At international competitions, the country won more 
medals. At the Tokyo Olympics 2020, India won 7 
medals (1 gold, 2 silver, and 4 bronze). In a number of 
sporting events, the country was considered a medal 
contender.
It's a significant improvement over the previous three 
decades, when the country struggled to compete on 
a global scale.
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excellent stadiums, while rural areas are in desperate 
need.
Attitudinal Barriers: In our country, sports is not 
regarded as a viable professional option. Parents 
encourage their children to pursue careers in 
medicine and engineering rather than sports. 
High-Performance Pressure: A sportsperson is put 
under a lot of pressure to succeed or else risk living a 
vulnerable existence. This can cause individuals to 
experience extreme mental tension or lead them to 
use immoral methods such as doping. For example, 
due to a doping issue, Indian wrestler Narsingh Yadav 
was unable to compete in the 2016 Rio Olympics.

Funding: The Indian government spends far less on 
international athletic events than China, the United 
States, and other countries that perform better. This 
encourages athletes to spend their own money on 
high-quality equipment, training, and travel, putting 
disadvantaged people at a significant disadvantage.
Deficiency in Resources: There is a severe shortage of 
high-quality sporting facilities throughout the country. 
In  urban   areas,   the   government   has   built   some 

Religious Barriers: Several sports, such as swimming 
and athletics, require women to wear clothing that 
does not totally cover their bodies, which is prohibit-
ed by some religions.
Lack of Sports Culture: India lacks a sports culture in 
which people are excited about watching and 
promoting sports. Cricket, on the other hand, attracts 
a lot of investment and pays the cricketers a lot of 
money because of its popularity.

Challenges

The National Centre of Sports Sciences and 
Research (NCSSR): Its goal is to encourage high-level 
research, education, and innovation in the field of 
elite athlete performance. The program is divided 
into two parts: the first is to establish the NCSSR, and 
the second is to fund the establishment of Sports 
Sciences Departments at six universities and Sports 
Medicine Departments in six medical colleges.
Khelo India: It is a nationwide initiative aimed at 
developing grassroots talent by giving them with a 
national platform.
The Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS) strives 
to discover, groom, and prepare potential Olympic 
and Paralympic medalists. Athletes and sportspeople 
will receive individualized instruction from top coach-
es at sophisticated and well-equipped sports facilities 
and institutions under this program. In 2020, the 
government created Junior TOPS, a similar program 
aimed at producing Olympic winners in 2028 and 
aimed at youngsters aged 10 to 12.
The National Sports Development Fund (NSDF)
was formed in November 1998 under the Charitable 
Endowments Act of 1890 to promote sports and 
games throughout the country.

Steps taken for the sports sector

It should also be noted that government backing for 
the sport has risen in recent years. In order to 
promote the sports sector in India, the government has 
initiated a number of programs.
Involvement of the private sector in the sport has 
expanded. Furthermore, the advent of private acade-
mies active in sport development at various levels is 
assisting in the strengthening of the facilities available 
to our athletes.
Corporations have stepped forward to sponsor 
potential athletes, demonstrating a level of dedica-
tion that was previously lacking.

Enhancing the Sports Sector's Benefits

Issues with Sports Sector 

Alternative careers: Sport becomes a powerful mobil-
ity mechanism for those who have little possibilities 
and occupations. A powerful sports industry encourag-
es students with ordinary or poor academic perfor-
mance to choose a career in athletics.
Advantages to one's health: Sports encourage one to 
keep his or her body in top shape in order to win an 
event. The existence of a sports culture, in turn, 
encourages the general public to embrace a healthy 
lifestyle in the same way that athletes do.
Youth energy channeling: India has a relatively young 
population and is on its way to becoming the world's 
youngest country. In such a situation, a strong sports 
industry can assist in reaping the benefits.
Taking on a variety of cultural issues: Many women 
use athletics as a way to escape the restrictions of a 
highly regulated lifestyle. They utilize it to demonstrate 
their worth and combat patriarchal attitudes. The 
continued success of athletes such as Mary Kom, Saina 
Nehwal, and others has aided in the reduction of child 
marriage and son Meta preference issues.
Revenue generation: India would be able to host a 
bigger number of international events if it develops a 
strong sports infrastructure. This type of hosting 
improves tourism in the country, which boosts revenue 
and employment in the region.
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NOTESSuggestions for enhancing sports

The government should expand funding for other 
sports and guarantee that monies are distributed fairly 
among genders and regions.
It must provide more jobs and remuneration to deserv-
ing players in order to encourage them to pursue 
sports as a vocation.
Furthermore, in order to eliminate nepotism in the 
selection of candidates, transparency must be 
introduced into the association's selection system for 
office bearers.
Parents and educational institutions must encourage 
pupils to achieve not just in academics but also in 
sports. This necessitates an increase in the Sports 
quota in universities, as well as the establishment of 
more universities. With the help of NGOs and civil 
society organizations, parents might be persuaded to 
enroll their children in sports. Bridges of Sports, for 
example, is encouraging the Siddi community in 
coastal Karnataka to enroll their children in sports and 
providing the necessary support.

Conclusion

The government must recognize that Indian athletes 
compete against the circumstances rather than their 
sporting opponents. They should be given a nurturing 
atmosphere in which to grow in order to make the dream 
of "Sports for All" a reality.

Mains oriented question

Cricket is spreading in India and has been contributing in 
ICC as one of the biggest stakeholder, what are the main 
reason of cricket being so loved in India, but such attrac-
tion for other sports are hardly seen what can be proba-
ble reason for this, should sports federation focus on this? 
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Why in news?
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PM MITRA Yojana, Cabinet approves Rs 4445 crore to 
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On October 6, 2021, the Union Cabinet approved the 
establishment of seven Mega Integrated Textile Region 
and Apparel (PM-MITRA) Parks with a total investment of 
Rs. 4,445 crores over five years. The parks will help India 
get a solid foothold in the global textiles market.

In the Union Budget for 2021-22, PM-MITRA Parks was 
announced. According to the official announcement, 
state governments with ready access to contiguous 
and encumbrance-free land parcels of 1,000 acres or 
more, as well as other textiles-related facilities ecosys-
tems, are encouraged to submit applications.
While speaking about the decision made at the Union 
Cabinet meeting, Union Textiles Minister Piyush Goyal 
stated that ten states have already expressed interest 
in establishing giant textile parks.

Present Context

PM-MITRA Parks will be established on green-
field/brownfield lands in a variety of willing states.
A Challenge Method will be used to choose the park's 
locations based on objective criteria.
For the development of common infrastructure, a 
maximum  Development  Capital  Support  of  Rs.  500 
crores will be allocated to all Greenfield parks and a 
maximum of Rs. 200 crores to brownfield parks.

About PM MITRA Yojana

Each park will receive 300 crores in Competitiveness 
Incentive Support (CIS) for the early creation of a 
textile manufacturing unit.
50 percent of the area will be developed for pure 
manufacturing activity, 20% for utilities, and 10% for 
commercial development under the PM-MITRA 
Yojana.
Convergence with other federal and state govern-
ment programs will be possible. It will boost the 
textile industry's competitiveness.

PM-MITRA Parks will employ a total of 7 lakh people 
directly and another 14 lakh indirectly.
The giant textile parks will allow for the creation of an 
integrated textile value chain in one location, includ-
ing weaving, spinning, printing, processing/dyeing, 
and garment production.
Having an integrated textile value chain in one 
location across the country will also help to reduce 
the industry's logistics costs.

Significance of PM MITRA Park

According to the official announcement, the seven 
PM-MITRA parks will be constructed by a Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) that will be jointly owned by 
the State and the Federal Government in a public-pri-
vate collaboration.
Master Developer will not only create the Industrial 
Park, but will also maintain it during the concession 
time, according to the statement. The Master Devel-
oper will be chosen based on objective criteria 
developed in collaboration with the state and federal 
governments.
The State Government will possess a majority of the 
Special Purpose Vehicle, which will be entitled to a 
portion of the lease rental from developed industrial 
lands. SPV will be able to use this money to boost the 
textile sector by developing PM-MITRA Park, launch-
ing skill development programs, and other initiatives.

The Indian textile industry is highly fragmented, with 
the unorganized sector and small and medium-sized 
businesses dominating.
Outdated technology: In a highly competitive 
market, the Indian textile sector faces challenges such 
as access to cutting-edge technology (particularly in 
small-scale enterprises) and failure to satisfy global 
standards.

PM-MITRA Parks are being developed 
in India

Challenges associated with Textile 
Industry
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Lengthy lead times
Merchandisers and buyers don't communicate well.
Shipment delays due to infrastructural and procedur-
al issues.

Problems with service levels include

Job creation through local market expansion: By 
2025, the Indian textile and apparel sector might rise 
by 11%, reaching US$ 290 billion. Exploring more 
sectors of the home market becomes more important 
as the industry grows. In the home market, a great 
number of prospective product categories have 
formed.

Surat, the largest textile market in South Gujarat, is 
the main hub of economic activity in the region.
Traditional businesses such as Jari, Art Silk, diamond 
cutting and polishing, textiles manufacture, dyeing 
and printing industries, and so on are still operational 
in Surat and play an important role in the city's econo-
my.
Surat has grown as an industrial town mainly engaged 
in power looms, weaving, printing and dyeing of 
textiles, cutting and polishing of diamonds, manufac-
ture of silver and gold brocade; and manufacture of 
plastics. In the last two decades, especially during the 
eighties large-scale industries have come up in Surat 
and its peripheries. 

Surat-largest textile markets

Facilitate industry modernization: Emphasis should 
be placed on the replacement of outmoded machin-
ery and technologies. This can aid in increasing the 
textile industry's production and productivity, as well 
as its exports. National Technical Textiles Mission 
(NTTM), Amended Technology Up-gradation Fund 
Scheme (ATUFS), and Integrated Wool Development 
Programme (IWDP) programs should be implement-
ed as efficiently as possible.
Towards an organized sector: India can organize the 
textile industry by establishing mega apparel parks 
and common infrastructure. This will enhance the size 
of production and enable Indian players to produce 
more quickly and at a cheaper cost while maintaining 
optimal operational efficiency.
Attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): The 
Indian government has devised a number of export 
promotion programs for the textile industry. For 
example, under the automatic method, India has 
approved  100   percent   FDI   in  the  Indian  textiles
sector. To make it easier for foreign investors to do 
business, single-window clearances and a variety of 
resolution procedures should be available. 
Increased exports: To expand its export potential, 
India must strike trade agreements with wealthy 
countries. These Free Trade Agreements  (FTAs)  can 

What more can be done to enhance 
the textile Industry?

Inflexible labor laws: India's labor policies are quite 
complicated. There are about 200 labor laws in the 
country, with a fourth of them being Central Acts. 
Several labor rules, such as the Industrial Disputes Act 
of 1947, limit the scale of manufacturing companies 
and prevent them from expanding.
Issues with the tax structure: The GST (Goods and 
Service Tax) structure makes clothing expensive and 
uncompetitive in both domestic and foreign markets. 
Another danger is the rise in labor wages and salaries.
Lack of foreign investment: Due to the aforemen-
tioned issues, international investors are hesitant to 
invest in the textile industry, which is also one of the 
areas of worry. Despite an increase in investment over 
the last five years, the industry only received US$ 3.41 
billion in foreign direct investment (FDI) from April 
2000 to December 2019.
Stagnant exports: For the past six years, the sector's 
exports have remained unchanged, hovering about 
$40 billion.
Inadequate scale: The average size of an apparel unit 
in India is 100 machines, which is quite little in compari-
son to Bangladesh, which has at least 500 machines per 
plant.

Enhancing India's Competitiveness 
Strategy

Exploring undiscovered markets in the global textile 
and apparel industry: India's total T&A exports for 
most of the key markets are less than 3% of its overall 
T&A exports. These markets provide our exporters 
with a fantastic potential to boost India's T&A exports. 
Indian manufacturers and exporters may differentiate 
themselves in these areas by focusing on production 
excellence.
Product portfolio diversification: India's exports are not 
very well aligned with global demand. By investing in 
various goods, the Indian textile sector may better 
grasp and capitalize on this potential market opportu-
nity. Keeping up with buyer demands in export 
markets and being responsive to them might help 
exporters compete more effectively.
Improving service and quality: This is one of the most 
pressing concerns confronting Indian exporters.
Quality and quantity issues to be addressed:

Deployment of faulty goods
Product packaging is inadequate.
Inability to accommodate huge orders
Non-compliance with rules and regulations.
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NOTES
 assist textile manufacturers acquire duty-free access to 
large markets including the EU, Australia, and the 
United Kingdom.
Rational labor laws are required: Several high-level 
expert panels have advised removing restrictions on 
firm size and allowing more flexibility in hiring and 
dismissing. As a result, early rationalization of such 
labor legislation is required.

Conclusion

For the textile industry in India, a thorough plan is 
required. Once that is completed, the country must shift 
into mission mode in order to achieve it. In this context, 
the Centre's new Textiles Policy 2020 should aim to 
create a competitive textile sector that is contemporary, 
sustainable, and inclusive.

Mains oriented question

Textiles that are competitive are modern, sustainable, 
and inclusive." Discuss the obstacles to developing a 
competitive textile sector in India and the steps that 
should be taken to overcome them. 
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International Day of Older Persons 2021 - India organizes 
Vayo Naman Programme to honour Senior  Citizens

GS 2 || Governance & Social Justice || Vulnerable Sections 
|| Elderly
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As per the recently released  Economic Advisory 
Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM)  Quality of 
Life for Elderly Index  India is currently enjoying the 
demographic dividend. But the age group above the 
age of 65 will become the fastest-growing age group 
by 2050. 
The share of elders, as a percentage of the total 
population in the country, is expected to increase 
from around 7.5% in 2001 to almost 12.5% by 2026,
and surpass 19.5% by 2050.
Further, there will be a significantly higher proportion 
of women than men in the higher age cohort due to 
higher life expectancy.

A  dedicated Elder Line 14567  was also announced. 
Elder Line is a National Helpline for Senior Citizens 
(NHSC) set up by the Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment in collaboration with the National 
Institute of Social Defence (NISD) and State 
Governments.
Two new portals were also launched- the Senior 
Able Citizens Reemployment in Dignity (SACRED) 
& Senior Care Ageing Growth Engine (SAGE) 
Portals on this occasion.

Income stability-India has one of the world's weakest 
social security systems, spending only 1% of its Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) on pensions.

The sex ratio of the elderly has increased from 938 
women to 1,000 men in 1971 to 1,033 in 2011 
and is projected to increase to 1,060 by 2026.
The report also noted that between 2000 and 2050, 
the population of 80-plus people would have grown 
700% “with a predominance of widowed and highly 
dependent very old women” and so the special 
needs of such old women would need the signifi-
cant focus of policy and programmes

Retirement and dependence of elderly on their 
child for basic necessity.
A sudden increase in out-of-pocket expenses on 
treatment.
Migration of young working-age persons from the 
rural area have negative impacts on the elderly, 
living alone or with only the spouse, usually poverty 
and distress.
An insufficient housing facility.

Governance & Social Justice

Why in the news?

Details

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 
organized a VAYO NAMAN Programme in the 
honour of Senior Citizens on the occasion of the 
International Day of Older Persons.
The Ministry celebrates International Day of Older 
Persons every year on 1st October for the cause of 
elderly persons.

Feminization of Aging- One of the emerging issues 
of population aging is the “Feminization of Aging,”
which refers to the fact that women outnumber men 
in reaching old age.

Health 
Multiple disabilities among the elders in old age.
Health issues like blindness, locomotor disabilities, 
and deafness are most prevalent.
Mental illness arising from senility and neurosis.
Absence of geriatric care facilities at hospitals in 
rural areas.

Social
Indian society is undergoing a rapid transformation 
under the impact of industrialization, urbanization, 
technical & technological change, education, and 
globalization.

What are the Challenges the Elderly 
population face in society?

Page 42

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WWqyv3oNYd4&list=PLpuxPG4TUOR7CPgUFis3brTUpe8qh5nJK&index=3


oct 2021upsciq.com

Citizens above 60 years of age can register on the 
portal and find jobs and work opportunities
The SACRED job portal will serve as an enabler for 
people looking for work and not as a platform 
guaranteeing employment, the ministry clarified.

To provide 'one-stop access' to elderly care 
products and services, the Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment (MoSJE) has designed the 
'Senior care Ageing Growth Engine' (SAGE) project.
It aims at promoting private enterprises to bring out 
innovation in products to benefit the elderly. The 
inter-ministerial committee for the Senior Citizen 
Welfare Fund (SCWF) has considered the funding of 
about Rs 100 crore as equity support to the selected 
start-ups with a maximum of Rs one core per 
start-up.

An aging population leads to higher demand for 
healthcare and aged care services, and new 
challenges in the delivery of care. Singapore has 
embarked on a careful planning and implementa-
tion effort involving all government ministries — ie, 
a total government effort.
Center-based Healthcare services are provided 
within a center. They include medical, nursing, and 
palliative care services.

An Australian statutory authority, the Productivity 
Commission, conducted a review of aged care 
commencing in 2010 and reporting in 2011. The 
review concluded that approximately 80% of care 
for older Australians is informal care provided by 
family, friends, and neighbors. 
Around a million people received government-sub-
sidized aged care services, most of  these  received 

Senior care Ageing Growth Engine (SAGE) Project

Consequently, the traditional values and institutions 
are in the process of erosion and adaptation, 
resulting in the weakening of intergenerational ties 
that were the hallmark of the traditional family.
Industrialization has replaced the simple family 
production units with mass production and the 
factory.
Negligence by kids towards their old parents.

A five-member high-powered committee, led by 
Dr. V Mohini Giri on 14 February 2011 submitted 
the final draft of National Policy on Senior Citizens 
2011 to the Indian Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment. 
The committee recommended that recipients of 
national honors like Padma awards or gallantry 
awards in the armed forces or national recognition 
for arts and culture must be given lifelong healthcare 
facilities for free on the lines of Central Government 
Health Services. 
The draft was also sent to the Union Ministry of 
Health which is working to put in place a National 
Programme for Healthcare of Elderly.

The portal is developed by the Ministry of Social 
Justice and Empowerment.

Measures taken by the Government for 
the welfare of elderly

Indira Gandhi National Old Age Pension Scheme 
(IGNOAPS) – The scheme provides an old-age pension 
for persons above the age of 60 years and belongs to 
the BPL category.
Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana (RVY) – The scheme 
provides Physical Aids and Assisted-living Devices for 
Senior citizens belonging to the BPL category.
Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana – The scheme 
aims to provide social security during old age. It also 
protects elderly persons aged 60 and above against a 
future fall in their interest income due to uncertain 
market conditions.
Senior care Ageing Growth Engine (SAGE) Initiative 
and SAGE portal– It aims to help startups interested in 
providing services for elderly care.
Elderline – a toll-free helpline number for elderly 
persons to provide emotional care, health, and legal 
assistance through dedicated call centers.
Mohini Giri Committee

New Two Portals launched

Japan-In 2000, Japan introduced Long Term Care 
Insurance (LCTI), designed to provide cover to all 
those over the age of 65, according to their needs. As 
such, the system is one of the most comprehensive 
social care systems for the elderly in the world, built 
around the aim of reducing the burden of care for 
families.
Singapore-Care for the Elderly: An Integrated 
Approach

Australia -Aged care in Australia is designed to 
make sure that every Australian can contribute as 
much as possible towards their cost of care, depend-
ing on their income and assets. That means that 
residents pay only what they can afford, and the 
Commonwealth government pays what the residents 
cannot pay. 

Elderly care system around the world

Senior Able Citizens for Re-Employment in Dignity 
(SACRED) Portal
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low-level community care support, with 160,000 
people in permanent residential care.

Canada-Private for-profit and not-for-profit facilities 
exist in Canada, but due to cost factors, some provinc-
es operate or subsidize public facilities run by the 
provincial Ministry of Health. In public care homes, 
elderly Canadians may pay for their care on a sliding 
scale, based on annual income. 
United Kingdom-Care for the elderly in the UK has 
traditionally been funded by the state, but it is increas-
ingly rationed, according to a joint report by the King's 
Fund and Nuffield Trust, as the cost of care to the 
nation rises. People who have minimal savings or other 
assets are provided with care either in their own home 
(from visiting carers) or by moving to a residential care 
home or nursing home. Larger numbers of old people 
need help because of an aging population and medical 
advances increasing life expectancy, but less is being 
paid out by the government to help them. A million 
people who need care get neither formal or informal 
help.

Way forward to improve the conditions 
of  the elderly in a population

India is projected to be the world’s most populous 
country by 2027. Discuss the challenges of the rising 
population and suggest a way forward.

Mains model Question

Integration of the elderly in the economy: There is a 
need to cater to the current older person's unique 
needs, motivations, and preferences, as well as provide 
them with opportunities to contribute to society until 
they promote active aging.
Health care and related services: To ensure healthy 
aging, good health is at the heart of society. As older 
people's life expectancy rises in India, we must ensure 
that they live healthier lives, which will translate into 
more significant opportunities and lower costs for 
older people, their families, and society.
Enhancing the geriatric care health infrastructure 
especially in rural areas.
Allocation of a special budget for the elderly popula-
tion at both levels.
Providing entertainment facilities like libraries and 
clubs at the panchayat level.
Appreciations for the contributions of elderlies at the 
village level.
For the welfare and care of the older persons, we must 
focus on the protection of already existing social 
support systems/traditional social institutions such 
as family and kinship, neighborhood bonding, commu-
nity bonding, and community participation must be 
revived and kins should show sensitivity towards 
elderly citizens.

NOTES
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Media Trial in India and its impact on judicial system 
explained - Role of media in democracy 
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Trial by Media generally refers to a practice where the 
media start doing its investigation and forms a 
public opinion against the accused even before a 
trial commences.
In this way, it prejudices the trial, thereby infringing the 
rights of the accused to a fair trial. Thus, the accused 
that must be considered as innocent until proven guilty 
is now presumed as guilty thereby violating his rights.
Trial by media is still a debatable term and is used to 
denote a facet of media activism.

The democratization of Expression: Social media 
has made Indian politics more inclusive by allowing 
citizens, who were traditionally excluded from politics 
due to geography and demography, to gain direct 
entry into the political process.

social cause. In the process, the existence of social 
media can nudge citizens to seek solutions. Also for 
C-governance, people need to have information
and be able to convey it to others. Social media
platforms make that ton easier.
Given this, social media is gradually being accepted
as the fifth estate of democracy.

Social media platforms help to create awareness 
from one another to a million and be united  for  any 

It has also allowed for a diversity of viewpoints and 
public engagement on an unprecedented scale.

Also, social media has changed the power of 
political messaging and has moved away from the 
mass media model and places it firmly into 
peer-to-peer, public discourse.

Why in the news?

Recently Aryan Khan Son of the popular actor 
Shahrukh khan was arrested in a drug abuse case and 
since then he is facing a media trial.
Sometimes, a media trial is necessary. In those cases 
which are being kept a secret from the general public, 
media trial plays a very important role. Media is the 
only platform through which a person can know what is 
happening around him.

Social Media and Deepening of 
Democracy

Aiding C-Governance: Social media has led to the 
emergence of citizen-led governance (C–governance) 
in India.

An instrument for Bringing Behavioral Change: The 
use of social media for policy crowdsourcing and 
publicity is evident in the success of pan-India 
campaigns such as Swacch Bharat Abhiyan and the 
recently-launched Fit India Movement. 
Making political communication people-centric: 
Social media has been increasingly used by Indian 
political actors for routine political communication 
between elections to provide unmediated and direct 
communication to connect citizenry.

Media plays a crucial role in shaping a healthy democ-
racy. It is the backbone of a democracy. Media makes 
us aware of various social, political, and economical 
activities happening around the world. It is like a 
mirror, which shows us or strives to show us the bare 
truth and harsh realities of life.
The media has undoubtedly evolved and become 
more active over the years. It is the media only who 
reminds politicians about their unfulfilled promises at 
the time of elections. T.V news channels' excessive 
coverage during elections helps people, especially 
illiterates, in electing the right person to power. 
This reminder compels politicians to be up to their 
promises to remain in power.
Television and radio have made a significant achieve-
ment in educating rural illiterate masses in making 
them aware of all the events in their language. Cove-
rage of exploitative malpractices of village heads and 
moneylenders has helped in taking stringent actions 
against them by attracting government attention.
The media also exposes loopholes in the democratic 
system,  which  ultimately  helps  the  government  in 

Role of media
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Court in Sahara vs. SEBI (2012) strongly observed 
that such trials by the media are likely to affect the 
reputation of the judiciary and judicial proceedings 
adversely. While on one hand, a large number of 
media editorial teams have been covering issues 
keeping high TRP in mind, on the other hand, issues 
of national interest and societal importance do not 
find enough time on TV news channels as even the 
audience chooses news of sensation before news of 
sense.

filling the vacuums of loopholes and making a system 
more accountable, responsive, and citizen-friendly. A 
democracy without media is like a vehicle without 
wheels.
In the age of information technology, we are bombard-
ed with information. We get the pulse of the world 
events with just a click of a mouse. The flow of informa-
tion has increased manifolds. The perfect blend of 
technology and human resources (journalist) has not 
left a single stone unturned in unearthing rampant 
corruption in politics and society. We all are well aware 
of what Tehelka did. Thanks to technology that has 
brought a kind of revolution in journalism.
Diversion of media from their core democratic respon-
sibilities is inevitable as its existence depends upon 
high ratings of TRP. In recent times, the electronic 
media showing their programs in principle with truth, 
information, logical debating, and aiming to create 
awareness receive a low rating of TRP which subse-
quently leads to huge financial loss. 
Therefore, locating space for autonomy and freedom 
appears like an outrageous practice for media as its 
existence and survival always depend upon corporate 
and business entities.

Right to a Fair Trial

Ideally, the media should be impartial and free from 
propaganda mechanisms. It should provide a 
balanced account to the people. Media educates and 
keeps the public informed about the national and 
international political and other human realities 
taking place in everyday life. The purpose of media is 
to highlight the trouble spots in society and press the 
government and public to devise suitable mecha-
nisms to eliminate those troubles.
However, the potential of media as a force multiplier 
and a weapon of war must be realized. Failure to 
recognize and counter the enemy’s usage of media 
could lead to unprecedented military and national 
failures. It must be realized that today's decisions are 
no longer based on events but on how the events are 
presented.
Though India is not a surveillance state and there 
must not be any kind of illegal and un-constitutional 
check on the freedom of media provided that media 
sticks to the core principles like truth, accuracy, 
transparency, independence, fairness, and impartiali-
ty. 
At the same time, there must be the professional 
strengthening of the institutional and regulatory 
framework, namely the Press Council of India, News 
Broadcasters Association (NBA), PIB, etc. to bring 
Indian news media to the forefront of the world 
ranking. Therefore, it’s high time for Indian media to 
prioritize truth and professionalism over TRP while 
covering the issue.
Case law: Kishori Mohan v. State of West Bengal

Way Ahead

The right to a fair trial is safeguarded by Article 21 of 
the Indian Constitution, along with Article 14 of The 
Indian Constitution.
Balancing one’s right to freedom of speech and 
expression is the right of an individual to live with 
dignity.
In Zahira Habibullah Sheikh V. State of Gujarat and Ors, 
the Supreme Court held that the concept of fair trial 
teaches and energizes other aspects of the law.
A fair trial requires the removal of bias or discrimination 
for or against the accused and the witness.
This right to a fair trial can also be violated if the media 
use such language when reporting a problem that can 
have an effect on a judge’s brain or in some way affect 
the judicial process.
In today’s times, the media have started to label and 
blame the accused with the ultimate goal of sensation-
alizing news items and increasing the news channels' 
commercial popularity.
Few cases-A few of such cases where persons were 
declared as guilty by the media even before the actual 
trial began to include the Jessica Lal case (2010), 
Priyadarshini Mattoo case (2006) and Bijal Joshi 
rape case (2005), Aarushi Talwar’s Murder (2013), 
and the very recent media trial of Rhea 
Chakraborty,   etc.  Though,  the  Hon’ble  Supreme 

In this case, it was mentioned that the media has a 
good impact that due to this, common people can 
raise his voice against the injustice done, and too he 
can check up on all the activities of the government.
Though the media has great power to influence 
anything, it has started to misuse its power. Instead 
of taking serious issues, the media is now engaged 
in those issues of celebrities with which their TRP 
can be raised. Though  we  can’t  forget  about  the 
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advantages of the media, its misuse should be 
controlled too. 
The media should be sensitive towards the news, 
what they are showing. Before declaring anyone a 
culprit! The media should think twice. It’s the work of 
the court to decide who is the culprit. 

Mains model question

Media is labeled as the fourth pillar of democracy. In 
this context, discuss the significance of media ethics in 
contemporary times.
The media does play a vital role in our democracy, and 
if we cannot depend on journalistic ethics, the nation's 
in trouble. Comment.

NOTES
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Lego decides to make gender-neutral toys for children
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Parents are typically a child’s first source of information 
about gender. Starting at birth, parents communicate 
different expectations to their children depending on 
their sex. For example, a son may engage in more 
roughhousing with his father, while a mother takes 
her daughter shopping. The child may learn from 
their parents that certain activities or toys 
correspond with a particular gender, for example a 
family that gives their son a truck and their daugh-
ter a doll. Even parents who emphasize gender equali-
ty may inadvertently reinforce some stereotypes due to 
their gender socialization.
Toys play an indispensable role in the growth and 
development of a child. For a child born in a nuclear 
family and residing in an urban landscape, toys play 
even a greater role. The kind of toy requirement will 
change every quarter of the year. It is wise to introduce 
them to a variety of playthings. To put it simply, it is 
perfectly normal to buy a bat and a ball, models of 
superheroes for your baby girl, and to buy a teddy or a 
doll for your baby boy.

cturer commissioned to understand how parents and 
children think about creativity. 

For example, parents would address the child as 
'Baby' rather than 'Boy' or 'Girl' in their conversa-
tions, allow them to dress however they want, 
whether that means boys wearing pink or girls 
wearing blue, keep neutral room decor and toys, 
and avoid any kind of gender stereotyping in gener-
al.

Why in the news?

Lego recently announced that it would work to 
remove gender stereotypes from its brand, includ-
ing no longer marketing toys distinctly to boys or  
girlsand ensuring products are gender-neutral. This 
move by one of the world’s most powerful brands 
comes in response to research the Danish toy  manufa-

A recent Kantar Media report says 40-45% of toy 
shoppers in the US prefer gender-neutral toys. This 
has made brands reverse age-old rules. Lego, 
Mattel, and Hasbro recently said they would not do 
a gender-wise breakup of revenues. Lego and Mattel 
have also introduced male dolls and female action 
figures.

More in news

Gender-neutral parenting is when parents raise their 
children without imposing any preconceived gender 
norms on them, instead of allowing them to choose 
which one they want to adopt for the rest of their 
lives. This prevents the child from being placed in a 
box and growing up according to traditional gender 
rules. 

Some parents may even choose to keep their child's 
gender a secret from everyone except their closest 
family members. Gender-neutral parenting is funda-
mentally about encouraging traits that make a good 
human, not a good man or woman.

What is Gender parenting?

Reduction of Gender Importance: Using 
gender-neutral terms and removing gender labels 
from language. Replace 'What a smart girl you are!' 
with 'What a smart kid you are!' for example.
Getting Boys and Girls to Play Together: It is critical 
for children to feel at ease playing with children of the 
opposite gender, as this will prepare them for future 
relationships at work, at home, and in school. Your 
child can participate in mixed-gender activities, 
sports, and playgroups.
Avoiding Pink and Blue Themes, as well as Stereo-
typing in Toys: Keep an eye out for gender stereo-
types and any emphasis on the differences between 
boys and girls. Pink is not associated with a girl, while 
blue is associated with a boy. This can cause them to 
change their thinking and behavior to adapt to norms 

How can Gender Neutral Parenting be 
pursued?
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early on. You can buy gender-neutral clothing for them 
and encourage them to wear neutral colors.
Considering the Child as an Independent Individual: 
Studies show that there is no difference between a 
male and female brain. Although both genders have 
biological differences, they share several traits that are 
shared by both sexes. As a result, you must focus on 
your child as a single human being rather than a 
gender-related boy or girl.
Teaching About Sexism: Assisting children in recog-
nizing stereotypes and biases, as well as how gender 
divisions exist in society and the world we live in. This 
will better prepare them for the future and help them 
realize that gender division is not due to differences in 
ability, but rather to a stereotypical culture.
Not Completely Eliminating Gender: The goal should 
not be to eliminate gender but to encourage children 
to look beyond gender norms and pursue all interests, 
careers, and hobbies. You can emphasize how 
irrelevant gender is in society by ensuring that their 
opportunities and choices are not limited by gender.
Introducing Role Models to Them: Children should be 
exposed to role models such as male nurses, female 
engineers and mechanics, and so on. If a child learns 
about people who challenge gender stereotypes and 
express themselves in a gender-fluid way, they will be 
encouraged.

The preference goes beyond toys. These urban 
millennial parents want to break the norm that pink is 
for girls and blue is for boys. Gender-neutral upbring-
ing empowers kids to be confident in their choices 
and expression. It makes them open-minded individu-
als who can have stronger conversations to fight 
gender stereotypes and biases as they grow up.
US and the UK-In the US and the UK, several millen-
nial parents have stopped referring to the gender of 
their children. The children are now referred to as 
“the bias”. Sweden has seen several gender-neutral 
preschools come up over the last decade. 

To return to the adage, "every drop makes an ocean."
We must create an environment in which a child is free 
of any preconceived notions. It is past time for us to 
abandon our preconceived notions of having our sons 
be the breadwinners of the family while women 
efficiently turn to be homemakers as they stretch to take 
on additional roles. It is critical to have a co-parenting 
mechanism that fuels a future generation of responsible 
human beings who can cherish their own identity.The situation in India and across the 

globe 

In India, the concept is nascent but is catching on. 
About 90% of customers of toymaker Brainsmith India 
don’t demand pink for girls or blue for boys 
anymore. Brainsmith, besides selling toys online, also 
supplies to retailers like Hamley’s. They  have a 
cleaning set in baby blue and pink. A few years ago, it 
would be considered a girly toy and therefore the pink 
one would sell more pieces. But the pink one just 
doesn’t sell anymore. Even Hamley’s takes only the 
baby blue ones because it looks better,
Gender-neutral parenting, a prominent trend in the 
West, has gained traction in urban India in the last two 
years, with parents teaching gender equality to their 
children who have either grown up in a gender-discrim-
inatory environment but want to change that or who 
have had a liberal upbringing and want to pass it on to 
future generations. 
Parents are now dividing household chores evenly 
among themselves so that their children can learn. 
They are telling stories about inspiring women and 
nonviolent heroic men to teach children that there is no 
such thing as the weaker sex.

According to Google’s worldwide trends, regions 
like the US, the UK, Australia, and Canada have 
seen interest in topics like gender-neutral toys and 
clothes peak over the past 12 months.

Conclusion

Feminism is said to be a powerful tool that allows 
children to shed stereotypes they may have and 
question those of others. Do you concur? Discuss how 
the introduction of feminism in schools will assist 
children in shedding gender stereotypes.

Mains model Question
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A week before the meeting of Quad leaders in 
Washington DC, the US administration announced a 
new trilateral security partnership for the Indo-Pa-
cific, between Australia, the U.K. and the U.S.
(AUKUS). 
Without naming China, the US President stated that 
“to deal with rapidly evolving threats,” the US and 
Britain would share intelligence and advanced technol-
ogies with Australia in areas such as artificial 
intelligence, cyber-warfare, quantum computing, and 
nuclear submarine construction.

Only a few countries have nuclear-powered 
submarines. These countries include the United 
States, the United Kingdom, France, Russia, 
China, and India. Australia will join these elite 
countries as a result of the AUKUS partnership. 
Furthermore, Australia will be the only country 
with such submarines that do not have a civilian 
nuclear power industry.

The AUKUS security alliance will concentrate on 
advancing strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific 
region.
Other cross-sector collaboration-A new architecture 
of meetings and engagements between the three 
countries will also be part of the AUKUS partner-
ship. Furthermore, they collaborate on emerging 
technologies such as applied AI, quantum technolo-
gies, and undersea capabilities, among others.
Furthermore, the partnership will collaborate with 
other regional partners such as the Quad and 
ASEAN.

AUKUS's first major initiative would be to deliver a 
fleet of nuclear-powered submarines to Australia 
over the next 18 months.
The UK and the US will assist Australia in acquiring 
nuclear-powered submarines as part of the AUKUS 
partnership. Adelaide, Australia, will be the site of 
the construction of the nuclear-powered subma-
rines. 
This is significant because the United States is 
sharing nuclear submarine technology. This has only 
happened once in the last 70 years when it shared 
the technology with the United Kingdom in 1958.
The submarines will not be nuclear-powered. These 
are conventionally armed submarines propelled by 
nuclear reactors.
Why is this significant for Australia?

International Relations

Australia will acquire nuclear-powered submarines

Focus on Indo-Pacific

Nuclear submarines: Under the AUKUS alliance, the 
United States and the United Kingdom are willing 
to export nuclear technology to a non-nuclear 
powered nation.

Key features of AUKUS Security 
Alliance

Significance of the AUKUS Security 
Alliance
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Conventional submarines must surface to recharge 
their batteries. Nuclear submarines, on the other 
hand, do not need to surface to recharge their 
batteries.
Additionally, nuclear-powered submarines can move 
faster underwater than conventional submarines. As 
a result, these will strengthen Australia's defence 
capabilities. With AUKUS, Australia gains access to 
nuclear submarines for the first time, which will boost 
the Indo-Pacific defence quotient.

Countering China in the Indo-Pacific, particularly in 
the South China Sea: The nuclear-powered subma-
rines will provide Australia with naval clout in the 
Pacific, where China has been especially aggressive. 
The Royal Australian Navy now can go into the South 
China Sea to protect its assets and conduct patrols, 
thanks to nuclear-powered submarines.
Complement other Indo-Pacific regional groupings: 
In addition to complementing the QUAD, the AUKUS 
will complement other Indo-Pacific security alliances. 
Among these are the ANZUS and Five Eyes alliances.
Commend QUAD's efforts in the Indo-Pacific: "If the 
new partnership lives up to its promise, it could be a 
"game-changer" for the region," says Arzan Tarapore, 
a South Asia security expert. He also says, "Along with 
India's stated intent to acquire more nuclear-powered 
submarines, the AUKUS will represent a step-change 
increase in the Quad's undersea and anti-submarine 
warfare capabilities."

There is concern that AUKUS will leave a deep scar on 
US-EU relations and the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO), as well as weaken the Indo-Pacific 
international coalition.
In recent years, the trilateral has emerged as an impor-
tant component of the emerging Indo-Pacific architec-
ture. However, the cancellation of the meeting is a 
setback for the trilateral relationship.
It is unclear whether the QUAD and AUKUS will 
complement each other or compete.
Some believe that the “Anglosphere nations,” which 
share common cultural and historical ties with the UK, 
inspire more trust in one another.
However, India and other nations  should remember 
that AUKUS is not a substitute for the Quad

China, expectedly, has strongly criticised AUKUS and 
the submarine deal as promoting instability and 
stoking an arms race.
China has urged countries all over the world to 
oppose "hegemony and division."
Under the guise of "rules setting," China opposes 
acts that undermine the international order, foment 
conflict, and sow division. China has gone on to build 
artificial islands and fortified air bases on them.
Regular “freedom of navigation operations” by the 
United States and its allies have neither deterred nor 
daunted China.
China's behaviour along the Sino-Indian border has 
been even more aggressive, with massive military 
deployments used to stake claims to large swaths of 
Indian territory, potentially leading to a conflict in 
mid-June 2020.
India, having counter-mobilized at a significant 
economic cost, has held its ground. This dangerous 
standoff is likely to continue.
Fearing that it would be labelled as an "Asian 
NATO," the Quad has not developed a charter or 
invested in any substance. China, for one, has 
dismissed the Quad as a "headline-grabbing idea 
that will dissipate like sea-foam."

China’s reaction to AUKUS

Impact on China –Australia relations

Impact on Indo-Pacific / QUAD

The announcement marks a new low in Australia-Chi-
na relations. China is Australia’s biggest trading 
partner, with two-way trade of nearly US $200 billion. 
But the relationship has soured over the last few 
years.
For these reasons only, China called the new AUKUS 
partnership severely damaging regional peace and 
stability.

The reaction of the western world

Unpredictable behaviour of America in foreign 
ties: The US was not even informed or consulted any 
other partners in the region, For instance, countries 
like France, Canada, New Zealand, and Japan were 
not invited to join this partnership. Recently, the US 
has clarified that India or Japan would not be added 
to the AUKUS alliance.

It does not erode the Quad’s significance as a 
platform for consultations and coordination on 
broader themes of maritime security, free and open 
trade, health care, critical technologies, supply 
chains and capacity-building.

The AUKUS submarine deal, on the other hand, is 
an undiluted example of strategic defence collabo-
ration, and a game-changer at that.
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With AUKUS in place, India now has a little less to 
worry about on the maritime front. The new 
alliance would allow the three countries to focus their 
efforts on a more complicated part of the world. The 
AUKUS trilateral will send a powerful message to 
China, bringing it one step closer to balancing 
China in the Indo-Pacific region.

The French government termed this move of the US 
as a “brutal, unilateral, unpredictable decision”, “Allies 
don’t do this to each other“. 
On the other hand, Canada expects the AUKUS 
should be a CAUKUS with Canada on board.
Trouble the relations of France and  Australia

For signing this AUKUS partnership, Australia had 
cancelled the $65 billion worth deal it signed in 2016 
with France for building 12 of the world’s largest 
conventional submarines. Now, France is demanding 
explanations from all sides and called the initiative 
a “stab in the back” and recalled its envoys from 
Australia and the US. Further, a harsh legal battle 
over the contract appears inevitable.
As France is also having a growing presence in the 
Indo-Pacific region, it will impact any future coopera-
tion with France in the region. Further, it also 
impacts the India-Australia-France trilateral for the 
time being. Recently, France had cancelled a sched-
uled meeting of the foreign ministers of Australia, 
France, and India at the UN.

The announcement of the partnership led to a minor 
tussle with New Zealand. According to the 
nuclear-free zone policy, Australia’s nuclear-pow-
ered submarines would not be allowed into the New 
Zealand territorial waters.

Upgrade India’s allies in the region: QUAD is 
meaningless without the necessary capability 
upgrade for all its members, especially Australia and 
Japan. This will make India’s partners become more 
self-confident and assured of their defence capabili-
ties.

Against the 1984 nuclear-free zone policy of 
Australia and New Zealand

India not Included: The AUKUS was formed in an 
attempt to send a stronger message to China. 
According to the Indian Observers, the partnership is 
much beneficial for India. India has been at the 
forefront of rallying a broader coalition of countries 
in the Indo-Pacific. 

The AUKUS and a future American military base on 
Australian soil will help India’s efforts to protect the 
Indo-Pacific.
Provide necessary time to India to build naval 
capabilities:  Further, The AUKUS will buy some 
valuable time for India to beef up the country’s naval 
capabilities.
Improve India’s ambition in International relations: 
The partnership would allow India to be more 
ambitious in its foreign policy and defence approach.
India must remember the following-

India and AUKUS

One is to remind France, Australia, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States of their common 
interests in securing the Indo-Pacific, as well as the 
dangers of allowing the current dispute to under-
mine that larger goal.
The other is to emphasise the region's vast 
requirements for effective deterrence in the 
Indo-Pacific; and that there is enough room for 
the United States, United Kingdom, France, and 
Europe to collaborate with Indo-Pacific partners
in overlapping coalitions to develop high technolo-
gy and defence-industrial cooperation in all of the 
areas highlighted by AUKUS — from effective 
underwater capabilities to AI, quantum computing, 
and cyber security.

Way forward

The recently concluded pact between the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and Australia may usher in new 
dynamics in the Indo-Pacific region. Comment.

Mains model Question
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India is fortunate to have all the major religions of the 
world. Four are homegrown: Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Jainism and Sikhism. Four came from outside: Zoroas-
trianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Religious 
tourism into India is a major factor in our external 
relations and a major tool that has become a strong 
component of India’s soft power diplomacy.

Foreign policy influence comes from the legitimacy 
and morality of one’s dealings with other countries.
Cultural influence is based on others’ respect for 
one’s culture.
Political influence is how much others are inspired 
by one’s political values.

Present Context

India is set to host the first-ever Global Buddhist 
Conference on November 19 -20, 2021, in Nava 
Nalanda Mahavihara campus, in Nalanda, Bihar. 

Details about the Conference

The academic conference, organised by the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), will be held on 
an annual basis. In the run-up to the conference, four 
regional conferences will be held in India (Telangana, 
Saranath, Gangtok, and Dharamshala) and abroad 
(Japan, South Korea, Thailand, and Cambodia). The 
regional conference reports will be presented at the 
inaugural Global Buddhist Conference.
The Global Buddhist Conference aims to make India 
the centre of Buddhism by promoting Buddhist 
activities such  as  academic,  cultural,  and  seminar
events, as well as people travelling for festivals such 
as Buddha Purnima and Vesak. 

Soft power refers to the ability of a country to 
persuade others to do what it wants without force 
or coercion. It helps in building favourable attitudes 
and preferences over some time.

Buddhism is an important bridge not only between 
India and South East Asia and East Asia but also 
between India and South Asia. 
History-Buddhism’s potential utility in foreign 
policy is derived to a large extent from how the faith 
was revived in the  aftermath  of  the  Second  World 

What is Soft power?

Joseph Nye introduced the concept of "soft 
power“, suggests that it consists of foreign policy, 
cultural and political influence.

Concept of soft power

Soft power Has been a major tool of diplomacy 
since ancient times. Trade flourished with foreign 
countries due to soft power. Universities like Nalan-
da and Vikramshila attracted students from abroad.
Kings like Asoka sent ambassadors to foreign 
countries.
India’s first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was 
convinced that India was bound to play an increasing 
and beneficent part in world affairs. He had devel-
oped a zeal for diplomacy that was not backed by 
the needed military and economic hard power. The 
nation was proud of the non-violent manner in which 
we had achieved our independence. It is this soft 
power that helped preserve the democracy in India 
while its neighbours fell prey to dictatorship.
Gujral doctrine emphasised the use of soft power. It 
was used to establish democracy in the neighbour-
hood-Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Nepal.
Soft power helped in furthering the agenda of the 
Non-Aligned Movement(NAM).

India and soft power

Buddhism as soft power
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First, the Buddhist faith originated in India, 
therefore granting it singular historical legitimacy.
Second, India has numerous sites of importance to 
the Buddhist faith, such as Bodh Gaya, Sarnath, and 
Nalanda. 
Third, India has nurtured an image of being a 
protector of the persecuted because of the 
presence of the Dalai Lama and the Tibetan parlia-
ment-in-exile in the city of Dharamshala following 
their failed insurrection against China. In addition to 
ties with Tibetan Buddhism, historical links to Thera-
vada Buddhism means that India is in a good 
position to further relations with other Buddhist 
countries and create a conversation between 
multiple streams of this faith.

Buddhism in India as a Soft Power is different from 
the conventional sense of the term. India talks about 
shared cultural development instead of the export 
of culture. The values of peace, accommodation, 
inclusiveness, and compassion that are part of our 
societies can be attributed to the influence of the 
teachings of Lord Buddha and Buddhism. 

This was facilitated by the foundation of several 
organisations and the convening of numerous 
councils and conferences in the decades after the 
war that emphasised transnational cooperation 
amongst various sects of Buddhism. 

War. The revival of the faith had a decidedly interna-
tionalist outlook to it and focused on transgressing 
extant sectarian and geographical boundaries.

World Fellowship of Buddhists-This began with a 
conference organised in newly independent Sri Lanka, 
where the World Fellowship of Buddhists was founded.
Jawaharlal Nehru and International Buddhist 
Conference- In 1952, under the prime ministership of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, India hosted the International 
Buddhist Conference in Sanchi that was attended by 
over 3,000 Buddhist nuns, monks, and historians. At 
that time, this was one of the largest gatherings of 
Buddhist preachers and followers in the world.
6th Buddhist Council In 1954, the Sixth Buddhist 
Council was convened in Burma.
 In the decades since, the tradition of holding confer-
ences and convening councils has continued, strength-
ening the global network of Buddhism.
In East Asia, Japan and South Korea began embrac-
ing their Buddhist heritage as they recovered in the 
decades following the end of the Second World 
War, as did several former members of the Soviet 
Union after the Cold War.
Today, 97 percent of the world’s Buddhist popula-
tion lives in the Asian continent, and a number of 
countries such as Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand, and Sri 
Lanka conceive of Buddhism as intrinsic to their nation-
al values and identity.

It is within this context that one can understand the 
efforts of the Indian government at incorporating 
Buddhist heritage to form a basis for further diplomat-
ic, economic, cultural, and strategic associations within 
its foreign policy. 
The established transnational network for 
Buddhism, and the important role played by the faith 
in the lives of millions across the world, is what allows it 
to possess the potential for Indian foreign policy.
The pan-Asian presence of the religion and its impor-
tance for national identities in the region, coupled with 
its image as a peaceful religion makes it ideal for soft 
power diplomacy, with its focus on non-coercive 
power.
Even though it is host to a relatively small population of 
Buddhists in terms of proportion, India is in a position 
to claim legitimacy in its promotion of Buddhist 
diplomacy for several reasons.

Efforts of the Indian government in 
using Buddhism as a soft power tool

The ideals of Buddhism continue to intersect with 
the political and economic contexts of many Asian 
nations with 22% of the world’s population. 
Not restricted to Asia only-Buddhism can act as an 
intensifying factor for Asian emotional bonding and 
5/6 connectivity as it is embedded into their “nation-
alistic” thinking and actions. Buddhism is not restrict-
ed to Asia and has been able to generate a spiritual 
awakening elsewhere in the world and influenced a 
stream of philosophical traditions the world over. 
India has in its favour at the moment an abundance of 
resources by way of pilgrimage sites, the presence of 
the Dalai Lama, and international goodwill, as well as 
the right intentions.
Heritage City Development Scheme (HRIDAY) and 
identification of 3 Buddhist circuits are some of the 
few initiatives by the central government to harness 
the Buddhist pilgrims to both augment the Tourism 
and employment opportunities.
UNESCO’s heritage sites related to Buddhism: 
Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara at 
Nalanda, Bihar Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi, MP 
Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya, Bihar 
Ajanta Caves Aurangabad, Maharashtra

It is different from the conventional sense

The promotion of Buddhist tourism reminiscent of the 
‘Incredible India’ campaign is required to popularise 
India’s association with the  faith  internationally.  The 

Conclusion
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NOTES
government faces the crucial challenge of effective 
execution.
Buddhist diplomacy would go a long way in countering 
the rise of China, strengthening its relations with Asian 
countries, and helping it further down the path of its 
regional and global power ambitions.

Analyze the effects of recent developments on India's 
soft power paradigm.

Mains model question
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Shanghai Cooperation Organisation's Pabbi Anti Terror 
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(Click on the above image to watch the video)

The first-ever anti-terror exercise conducted in Pakistan 
on 3rd- 6th  October under the ambit of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation’s Regional Anti-Terrorism 
Structure (RATS) concluded recently with the participa-
tion of troops from China and Pakistan sharing their 
experiences to counter evolving threats.

Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure, as well as 
documents and decisions adopted in the SCO frame-
work.
The Executive Committee of the Regional Anti-Ter-
rorist Structure (RATS) of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) is the permanent body of the 
SCO RATS based in Tashkent, the capital of Uzbeki-
stan.

SCO-RATS and India 2/3 SCO-RATS is a permanent 
body of the SCO and is intended to facilitate coordi-
nation  and  interaction  between  the  SCO  member
states in the fight against terrorism, extremism, and 
separatism. 
The main functions of SCO-RATS are coordination 
and information sharing. As a member, India has 
actively participated in the activities of SCO-RATS.  

Purpose of Pabbi-Antiterror

The "Pabbi-Antiterror-2021" was first announced in 
March of this year after the 36th meeting of RATS that 
took place in Tashkent, Uzbekistan.
To improve cooperation between the competent 
authorities of the SCO member states. 
Further, helping them in identifying and suppressing 
channels that finance terrorist activities.

About RATS

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)’s 
Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure was established by 
the member states to combat terrorism, separatism, 
and extremism.
RATS was established in 2004 in Tashkent, Uzbeki-
stan.
The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure operates by the 
SCO Charter, the Shanghai Convention on Combat-
ing Terrorism, Separatism, and Extremism, the 
Agreement among  the  SCO  member  states  on  the 

Maintaining working relations with competent 
institutions of the member states and international 
organizations tackling issues of fighting terrorism, 
separatism, and extremism;
Assistance in interaction among the member states in 
preparation and staging of counter-terrorism 
exercises at the request of concerned member 
states, preparation, and conduct of search operations 
and other activities in the field of fighting terrorism, 
separatism, and extremism;
Joint drafting of international legal documents
concerning the fight against terrorism, separatism, 
and extremism;
Gathering and analysis of information coming to 
the RATS from the member states, formation and 
filling of RATS data bank;
Joint formation of a system of an effective 
response to global challenges and threats
Preparation and holding of scientific conferences 
and workshops, assistance in sharing experience in 
the field of fighting terrorism, separatism, and 
extremism.
Between 2011 and 2015, under RATS coordination, 
the authorities of SCO member States managed to 
prevent 20 terrorist attacks while still in the planning 
stages, averted 650 crimes of terrorist and extremist 
nature, and neutralized 440 terrorist training camps 
and 1,700 members of international terrorist organi-
zations

Functions

Fighting Terrorism
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The main functions of SCO-RATS are coordination 
and information sharing. As a member nation, India 
has actively participated in its activities.

Military: SCO’s joint military exercises, Regional 
Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS is a structural institu-
tion that focuses on terrorism- a common threat 
affecting nations) inter alia, are significant to India. 
India can rally down the neighboring countries acting 
as the hub of terrorism at these platforms.

Diplomatic Ties: SCO provides a platform to 
exchange ideas with world leaders like Russia. 
Hence, India looks for positive engagement with the 
member nations of this organization.

Connectivity: Through this forum, India can seek 
another route to Eurasia and Central Asia via China 
(through its Xinjiang province).
Economic Factor: Through this platform, new 
markets could be explored by India for selling Indian
goods and tapping foreign resources, thereby 
benefiting the Indian industries (which are already 
facing the brunt of economic slowdown).

SCO provides a very good opportunity for India to 
connect with the leadership of Central Asian 
countries and that is a very big takeaway.
India has a good record of economic growth and 
handling problems which are a problem of other 
countries which lays the foundation for huge foreign 
investment.
Increase cooperation between SCO and other 
multilateral organizations. Need to increase 
economic cooperation among SCO member states.
Strengthen the fight against terrorism, extremism, 
drug trafficking, and organized crime among 
others.
Increasing awareness of our shared cultures can help 
boost tourism.

India’s permanent membership would enable it to 
generate greater understanding among members for 
its perspective.

Did India participate in exercise?

India did not participate in the exercises but India sent 
a three-member team to Pakistan for an anti-terror 
exercise as “OBSERVERS”.No representatives from 
the Indian armed forces participated in the Pabbi 
exercise. 
A three-member team from the National Security 
Council Secretariat (NSCS) was sent. 
Since this is the first time the SCO anti-terror exercise 
is taking place post the Taliban’s takeover of Afghani-
stan, India is keen on participating in it despite its 
tensions with Pakistan.

Other Recent Developments

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval has proposed an 
action plan against Pakistan-based terror groups 
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) as 
part of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
NSAs meet.
Action Plan proposed

Significance of SCO  for India

Way Forward

Analyze how SCO as a regional organization presents 
both challenges and opportunities for India. Also, 
discuss the measures that India must take for strategic 
balancing concerning SCO?

Mains model question

Historical Significance: India has always been seen as 
a benign (friendly) territory to countries that formed 
part of the erstwhile USSR. India since the past has 
invested in these countries, but due to lack of accessi-
bility, India’s connection to these countries was restrict-
ed.

Full implementation of UN resolutions and targeted 
sanctions against UN-designated terrorist individuals 
and entities.
Adoption of international standards to counter terror 
financing including an MOU between SCO and 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF).
Monitoring new technologies used by terrorists. This 
included the use of drones and misuse of the dark 
web, artificial intelligence, blockchain, and social 
media.

Also, these countries have apprehensions regarding 
the growing dominating  role  of  Russia  and  China. 
Hence, in light of these developments, India can play 
a key role in the region. (Scan the QR code to watch the video)
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Tax inspectors without borders launches programme in 
seychelles with india's partnership
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(Click on the above image to watch the video)

In the Seychelles, India was recently selected as the Tax 
Expert and Partner Administration for Tax Inspectors 
without Borders (TIWB).

Seychelles is a part of the Pan African e-Network 
project between India and the African Union, which 
aims to connect the African Union's 53 member 
nations to India and each other via a satellite and 
fiber optic network. 
The project aims to facilitate access to and knowl-
edge transfer between India and African countries, 
particularly in the medical and educational fields.

India and the Seychelles have a long history of 
similar sociocultural links.
Furthermore, the Indian diaspora has a strong 
presence in Seychelles and has helped to strength-
en diplomatic connections between the two 
countries.

In the Seychelles, France has a long history and a 
powerful diaspora. In addition, France and the 
Seychelles have strengthened their security collabo-
ration. France has contributed assistance in the 
development of capabilities and the management 
of marine security concerns.
In the Indian Ocean Region, India and France share 
mutual interests, and Seychelles can serve as a vital 
hub for India-France maritime cooperation.

About Tax Inspectors without Borders

It was introduced in 2015 by the UNDP and the OECD.
Its goal is to assist developing countries in strengthen-
ing their national tax administrations by increasing 
audit capability and sharing this information with other 
countries.
It aims to boost developing nations' tax administra-
tions by passing on technical know-how and skills to 
their tax auditors, as well as exchanging general audit 
practices and disseminating knowledge products.
It makes specialist audit help available in areas such as 
transfer pricing, thin capitalisation, advance pricing 
agreements, anti-avoidance rules, consumption taxes, 
high-net-worth persons, pre-audit risk assessment and 
case selection, and audit investigatory procedures.
It excludes assistance with customs matters, as well as 
policy advice, legislative amendments, (re)negotia-
tions, international tax treaties, and litigation.
Selected specialists will work directly with local tax 
officials on current  audits  and  audit-related  concerns
involving foreign tax matters, as well as  general  audit
techniques applicable to individual situations. 

Background
Since 1976, when the Seychelles acquired independ-
ence, India and the Seychelles have had diplomatic 
relations. India has had a resident high commissioner 
in Seychelles since 1987, and Seychelles established a 
permanent mission in India in 2008.
The two countries' relations have been friendly and 
amicable, with regular high-level exchange trips 
between them. These ties have spanned a variety of 
fields, including defense, culture, trade, and technical 
collaboration.

Project on Access to Africa and the Pan-African 
e-Network: Seychelles connects India to East African
countries with which it has historically had socioeco-
nomic links and is now a significant market for Indian
businesses.

Indian Diaspora: The Indian Diaspora, primarily of 
Tamil and Guajarati heritage, accounts for 8% of the 
population of the Seychelles.

Indo-French Maritime Cooperation:

Understanding India- Seychelles 
Relation

Significance of Seychelles for India

Seychelles is strategically placed near the oil sea 
lanes and oil producing nations, ensuring trade and 
energy security. For India's foreign trade and 
energy security, these sea lanes are critical.

Trade and Energy Security:

Economic Relations:
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However, protests against the agreement contin-
ued, and it was met with a lot of political opposition. 
As a result, the Seychelles Parliament did not ratify 
the agreement.

India, unlike China, does not have the economic 
clout to deploy its resources as the latter has done 
with its Belt Road Initiative and other operations in 
Africa and South Asia.

Diplomacy with a Chequebook

The Indian Ocean Region has recently grown more 
contentious. Bangladesh, the Maldives, Myanmar, 
Sri Lanka, and Pakistan have all signed diplomatic, 
military, and commercial agreements with China.
India is concerned about China's encirclement plan, 
known as the "string of pearls" effort.
China's developing connections with Seychelles 
have raised concerns in India, which is attempting to 
contain China's rising clout in the Indian Ocean 
region.

The China Factor

The Indian government's aid to the Seychelles in the 
areas of defense, human capacity building, tourism, 
and infrastructure is part of the SAGAR (Security and 
Growth for All in the Region) initiative, which aims to 
ensure a free, open, and inclusive Indian Ocean 
region.
Project Mausam, which aims to revive India's 
traditional maritime connections and cultural links 
with nations in the Indian Ocean Region, includes the 
Seychelles. This strengthens India's position as a 
formidable counterweight to China's expanding 
influence in the region.
To maintain its presence in the Indian Ocean Regime, 
India has engaged diplomatically, economically, and 
strategically with Seychelles and other island nations 
through a variety of programs.

Way forward

What is Tax Inspectors without Borders? What is its 
importance? 

Mains oriented questionProblems and Roadblocks in India

Trade and Commerce: India is a significant trading 
partner for Seychelles, with total trade valued at 
around $34.6 million USD.

Strategic footing in the Indian Ocean Region: 

In 2010-11, trade between India and the Seychelles 
was barely US$40 million, with India's trade balance 
significantly in its favor.
Tourism, fishing, petroleum exploration, communica-
tions and information technology, computer educa-
tion, and pharmaceuticals have all been mentioned 
as sectors where the two countries may cooperate 
economically.
In 2010, and again in 2012, both countries inked a 
bilateral agreement to promote investment. It was 
given a $50 million line of credit and a $25 million 
grant by India.

TATA and Ashok Leyland operate local bus service in 
the capital, and Indian enterprises have been 
involved on the island nation since 1978.
Seychelles' mobile network is operated by Airtel, an 
Indian mobile network. Seychelles financial services 
are produced by Polaris Software Lab, an Indian 
software business.
Between 2015 and 2016, Indian exports to 
Seychelles accounted for about 0.02 percent of 
overall Indian exports (USD 32.56 million). The total 
value of imports was USD 1.17 million.

India's listening post in Madagascar, as well as 
Assumption Island in the Seychelles and Agalega in 
Mauritius, are strategically vital in the Indian Ocean 
Region.
With the establishment of a naval facility in the 
region, India will be able to efficiently monitor the 
activities of foreign navies in the Indian Ocean.
Furthermore, the expanding Chinese presence in the 
Indian Ocean Region emphasizes the importance of 
having a strong presence in the region, which 
Seychelles provides. A naval outpost on the 
Seychelles' Assumption Island will aid India in 
containing China's growing footprint in the region.

Due to a series of failures, the Assumption Island 
Project has been halted.
The largest setback came when a copy of the 
Detailed  Project   Report   (DPR)   was    posted   on
YouTube, raising questions about the deal's origins.
To allay fears that the island would be sold to India 
and become embroiled in the Indo-China dispute, 
the arrangement was revised. The amended agree-
ment included clarifications on the facility's non-use 
for military objectives. 

Seychelles' internal problems

(Scan the QR code to watch the video)
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The IMF and World Bank continue to be amongst the 
most relevant and significantly powerful norm-setters, 
conveners, knowledge-holders, and influencers of the 
international development and financial landscape. 
This Inside the Institutions sets out some of the most 
common criticisms of the World Bank and IMF under 
three broad lenses: democratic governance, human 
rights, and the environment.
Wrongdoings by the World Bank and the IMF, 
unsuitability of these institutions' heads, and various-
steps that these institutions must take to maintain their 
credibility and legitimacy.
The World Bank and IMF heads are chosen using a dual 
monopoly selection procedure in which only an Ameri-
can can lead the World Bank and only a European can 
lead the IMF. This is the result of a long-standing 
agreement between the Western powers.

A brief history of IMF and WB

The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
traces its origins to the 1944 Bretton Woods Confer-
ence, which laid the foundations for the post-World 
War II financial system and established two key institu-
tions, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank.
Meanwhile, an agreement as the GATT signed by 23 
countries in Geneva in 1947 came into force on Jan 1, 
1948, with the following purposes-to phase out the use 

of import quotas and to reduce tariffs on merchandise 
trade.
The GATT became the only multilateral instrument 
governing international trade from 1948 until the 
WTO was established in 1995.
The Uruguay Round, conducted from 1987 to 1994, 
culminated in the Marrakesh Agreement, which 
established the World Trade Organization (WTO).
The GATT was concluded in 1947 and is now referred 
to as the GATT 1947. The GATT 1947 was terminat-
ed in 1996 and WTO integrated its provisions into 
GATT 1994.
The GATT 1994 is an international treaty binding 
upon all WTO Members. It is only concerned with 
trade in goods.

IMF Quota: a member can borrow up to 200 percent 
of its quota annually and 600 percent cumulatively. 
However, access may be higher in exceptional 
circumstances.
IMF quota simply means more voting rights and 
borrowing permissions under IMF. But, unfortunately, 
IMF Quota’s formula is designed in such a way that 
the USA itself has a 17.7% quota which is higher than 
the cumulative of several countries. The G7 group 
contains more than 40% quota whereas countries like 
India & Russia have only 2.5% quota in the IMF.
Due to discontent with IMF, BRICS countries 
established a new organization called BRICS bank to 
reduce the dominance of IMF or World Bank and to 
consolidate their position in the world as BRICS 
countries account for 1/5th of World GDP and 2/5th 
of the world population.
The hegemony of US-It is almost impossible to make 
any reform in the current quota system as more than 
85% of total votes are required to make it happen. 
The 85% votes do not cover 85% of countries but 
countries which have 85% of voting power and the 
only USA has a voting share of around 17% which 
makes it impossible to reform quota without consent 
of developed countries.
2010 Quota Reforms approved by the Board of 
Governors were implemented in 2016 with a delay 
because of reluctance from US Congress as it was 
affecting its share.
Combined quotas (or the capital that the countries 
contribute) of the IMF increased to a combined SDR 
477 billion (about $659 billion) from about SDR 238.5 
billion (about $329 billion). It increased the 6% 
quota share for developing countries and  reduced 

Reforms Needed in IMF
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the same share of developed or over-represented 
countries.
More representative Executive Board: 2010 reforms 
also included an amendment to the Articles of Agree-
ment established an all-elected Executive Board, 
which facilitates a move to a more representative 
Executive Board.
The 15th General Quota Review (in the process)
provides an opportunity to assess the appropriate size 
and composition of the Fund’s resources and to contin-
ue the process of governance reforms.

Reforma needed in WB

There should be more transparency on the issues 
that come to the table.
More resources(increase the capital base) need to be 
put in so that it continues lending to poorer countries

Superficially, the World Bank and the IMF exhibit many 
common characteristics, yet their role, functions, and 
mandate are distinctly different. Elucidate.

An extensive academic literature, with which the 
Bank and Fund rarely engage, challenges the robust-
ness of the theoretical and evidence bases for Bank 
and Fund’s principles and policies. Volumes of 
documents testify to the experiences of millions of 
people negatively impacted by Bank and Fund 
policies and programmes. Together they suggest that 
Bank and Fund’s policies have failed to achieve their 
stated objectives and instead support an economic 
order that benefits elites and private sector interests 
at the expense of poor and marginalised communi-
ties.
As the Bank and Fund and others now face a 
challenge from ‘populists’ and far-right groups 
about the continued relevance of multilateralism 
amidst a changing global order, the BWIs continue to 
deny their role in creating the social, political, and 
economic conditions that have led to the frustration 
and disenfranchisement that brought us here.
The two institutions are trying to reorient themselves 
as per the changed geo-economic realities and 
changing developmental requirements. The internal 
assessment has also been catalysed by the geopo-
litical and geo-economic impact of the BRICS bank 
and the AIIB as a challenge to the Bretton Woods 
institutions. Hence, the national governments should 
undertake a calibrated economic liberalization 
maintaining the due autonomy of their decision-mak-
ing to have a win-win situation in tune with the 
sustainable development ethics.

Conclusion

Mains model Question

Structural Adjustment Programme -Some critics have 
pointed out that the World Bank caters to the agenda 
of World Capitalism in the garb of its “Structural 
Adjustment Programme’ (SAP) and continues to be 
dominated by rich countries. SAP is a set of "free 
market" economic policy reforms imposed on develop-
ing countries by the World Bank as a condition for 
receipt of loans.

Space for emerging economies-The emerging new 
economic powers, particularly India and China, and 
some other Asian and Latin American countries of the 
world should be given due place and role.
The leadership succession debate should be used to 
create space for reflection on the purpose of the 
multilateral body, the substantive role it should play in 
the future, the need to strengthen inclusive multilat-
eralism, and the actions needed to bolster the 
position of emerging economies and developing 
countries.
Failure of the World Bank to adapt to the changing 
world order may see rising economies going their own 
way.

Deep reforms of the World Bank are necessary as part 
of rethinking the current world order, and giving rising 
powers and developing countries a meaningful voice in 
this institution.
The world bank’s governing structure need to be made 
more democratic
Developing countries should be given a chance to 
shape the agenda

It is argued SAP policies have increased the gap 
between rich and poor in both local and global 
terms.

Eg. the Establishment of the Asia Infrastructure 
Investment Bank (AIIB) by China.
Such a development would signify the emergence of 
multi-polarity without multilateralism, and create a 
climate of conflicting interests and values among a 
diverse group of countries.

(Scan the QR code to watch the video)
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Russia-China ties will play a significant role in shaping the 
evolution of the globe's power balance in a fast changing 
world where new powers and alliances are forming.

On a number of global issues, Russia and China are 
becoming increasingly aligned. On many matters, 
Moscow and Beijing openly coordinate stances, 
particularly in the UN Security Council.
They also participate in multilateral fora such as the 
RIC, SCO, and BRICS, seeing such participation as a 
method to develop a multipolar world in which they are 
essential actors as well as a platform to present an 
alternative perspective to the Western-dominated 
global discourse.

These economic positives appear to enhance what 
is seen in Washington and European capitals, as a 
growing strategic convergence. 
Coordinated action in multilateral forums, increas-
ingly sophisticated joint military exercises, and 
including activities with third countries such as Iran, 
reinforce western beliefs about it morphing into an 
alliance.

Russia still regards itself as a world power and hopes 
to be at the centre of a Eurasian arrangement that 
stretches from the Pacific to the Atlantic. 
It considers U.S.-led hegemony as the primary 
threat to this vision, and this leads them on to make 
common cause with China. That does not automati-
cally translate into a formal alliance, nor does it 
make their concerns about China disappear.

Background

The majority of its exports to Russia are now 
higher-tech, with the proportion of labor-intensive 
commodities declining.
Russian exports have remained concentrated on raw 
materials, particularly oil and gas.
China's main energy objectives are served by invest-
ment relationships like the Power of Siberia (a $400 
billion arrangement over 30 years to transport gas to 
China from Russia's Far East via a 1,800-mile 
pipeline).

The three pillars on which the Sino-Russian partnership 
currently rests are a peaceful boundary, expanding 
trade and a shared distrust of American intentions.

Russia-China cooperation

Western sanctions: Russians have been pushed 
closer to China as a result of Western sanctions. 
Falling oil prices and worries of fresh restrictions on 
Russian gas supply (Nord Stream 2) are destroying 
Russia's primary exports to Europe, forcing them to 
rely even more heavily on China.
China-Russia trade: After the western sanctions, 
China-Russia trade has more than doubled to $108 
billion, Russia’s central bank has increased its Chinese 
currency reserves from less than one per cent to over 
13%, and China has surpassed Germany as the 
principal supplier of industrial plant and technology. 

Reduce Russian influence: The growing power-gap 
is threatening to further reduce Russian influence in 
their ‘near-abroad’ and to confine Russia to the 
periphery of global power. 

China-Russia commerce has more than doubled to 
$108 billion since the Western sanctions were 
imposed.
The central bank of Russia has boosted its Chinese 
currency reserves from less than 1% to over 13%.
China has overtaken Germany as the world's leading 
provider of industrial machinery and technology.
Russia has a nominal trade surplus right now, but China 
has a distinct advantage in the future.

Russia China Alliance

Irritating Factors in Russian-Chinese 
Relations

China's territorial ambitions
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partnership; yet, isn't it also likely that this sale 
could be one of Russia's final big military equipment 
sales to China before it becomes self-sufficient in 
defense?

As a result, the new reality of Sino-Russian relations is 
one in which significant bilateral collaboration is coupled 
by growing asymmetry and China's pre-eminence, 
particularly in Russian "backyards" such as Central Asia 
and the Arctic areas. Moscow is in grave danger of 
becoming the 'junior partner' for the foreseeable future.

Trustworthy defense supplier: India's ties with 
Russia will be re-evaluated. His argument is that the 
Soviet Union of old, which was a politically stable, 
trustworthy defense supplier with shared concerns 
about the Dragon, has long been replaced by a 
politically agnostic, commercially minded Russia that 
no longer shares our concerns about China.
Relations with Russia: This would be true if China 
were the driving force behind our relations with 
Russia, but that is not the case. Even in the 1960s and 
1970s, it was never the case.
Strategic cooperation with Russia: For India, a 
strategic cooperation with Russia based on the 
absence of fundamental conflicts of interest and a 
shared sense that some form of multipolarity is 
preferable to any sort of Sino-American condominium 
is crucial, and both sides should pay more attention to 
this relationship.
"The garden of friendship, like other gardens, must 
be regularly tended," Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
said in Moscow on September 20, 1982.

What should India's response be?

Despite the fact that China and India's relations have 
gone through ups and downs owing to border tensions, 
Russia remains hopeful that Beijing and New Delhi 
would avoid larger issues," she said. "Russia has played 
an active role in the conflict between China and India." 
To put it another way, Russia has maintained tight 
connections with India, which has served as a counter-
balance to the so-called Quad group of the United 
States, Japan, India, and Australia."

Conclusion

The fact that their border is tranquil. Fears of 
Chinese revanchism have been expressed as a result 
of Mr. Xi's discourse of "rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation." Former Vice Foreign Minister Fu Ying, who 
is regarded as an authoritative voice of influence in 
China, admitted in an essay released in 2016 that 
China's ascent has caused some Russians to be 
uncomfortable.
Despite the formal conclusion of the border dispute, 
some Chinese continue to harbor historical grievanc-
es and make critical references to the almost 600,000 
square miles of Chinese territory that Tsarist Russia 
purportedly acquired in the late 19th century, 
according to Fu Ying.
When you add in Russian concerns about Chinese 
migration in the Russian Far East, it's not hard to 
conclude that authorities in Moscow are worried 
about China becoming a threat to Russia's territorial 
integrity.

Unfavorable business
In terms of the economic pillar, while Russia currently 
has a nominal trade surplus, China has a distinct 
advantage going forward when it comes to 
value-added trade. The majority of its exports to 
Russia are now higher-tech, with the proportion of 
labor-intensive commodities declining.
Russian exports, on the other hand, have remained 
focused on basic materials, particularly oil and gas. 
Despite Chinese assurances, the investment relation-
ship remains tepid, except where it benefits China's 
key energy interests, such as the $400 billion, 
30-year arrangement to provide gas to China via the
1,800-mile Power of Siberia pipeline. Russia is appre-
hensive of allowing China to play a dominant
position in the oil and gas industries.
Russia presumably believes it can control China
through its energy dependency, which the Chinese
will not accept; and China believes it can integrate
Russia into its economy by re-directing Russian oil
and gas eastwards, but Russia is unlikely to give up
its economic independence or sovereignty while it
requires financing.

A dislike for the United States
In terms of their common distaste of Washington, 
both still aspire to mend fences, and as a result, 
neither fully trusts the other when it comes to the 
strategic triangle's third leg.
If they share a current concern about American 
aspirations for "regime change," it has  driven  them
to keep an eye on each other, but that does not 
guarantee a long-term understanding.
The transfer of the S-400 missile system to China is 
hailed as  an   indication  of  the  emerging  strategic 

Mains oriented question

India is concerned about the developing friendship 
between Russia and China. Discuss the relationship's 
strategic potential and make recommendations for 
India's future.

Page 63



oct 2021upsciq.com

(Scan the QR code to watch the video)

NOTES

Page 64



oct 2021upsciq.com

Why in news?

Relevance

Title

US China Tech War - Has America lost the Artificial 
Technology Race with China?

GS 2 || International Relations || India & its Neighbours || 
China 

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

According to a recent UN trade and investment research, 
India has emerged as a winner in the trade war between 
the US and China.

The global economy has fallen to its slowest pace in 
three years, according to the World Bank's Global 
Economic Prospect, due to lower-than-expected 
international trade and investment. The trade war 
between the United States and China has had a signifi-
cant impact on international trade.
Throughout 2018, the US government began enact-
ing a series of trade measures to limit imports, initially 
targeting specific products (steel, aluminum, solar 
panels, and washing machines), and subsequently 
focusing on imports from China.
Early in the summer of 2018, the United States and 
China raised tariffs on $50 billion worth of each 
other's goods. This heated up even further in Septem-
ber 2018, when the US imposed an additional 10% 
duty on $200 billion worth of Chinese goods, prompt-
ing China to counter by putting $60 billion in duties on 
US imports.
In June 2019, the United States raised the tariffs to 
25%. China retaliated by hiking tariffs  on  a  group  of
products that had already been subjected to them. In 
September 2019, the US placed 15% tariffs on a major 
portion of the $300 billion in Chinese imports that had 
not yet been subjected to duties. 

Background

According to a research by the UN trade and invest-
ment authority, India earned around $755 million in 
additional exports to the US in the first half of 2019, 
mostly chemicals, metals, and ore, due to trade 
diversion impacts of Washington's tariff war with 
China.

In 1989, the second cold war between China and 
the United States began. The fall of the Soviet 
Union, the Gulf War, and Tiananmen Square all 
added to China's perceived danger.
From 1989 to 2008, China's objective was to stifle US 
dominance and prevent it from harming the country.
China began to work on all three fronts, namely 
economic, political, and military: from economic 
participation in international organizations to weapon 
selection and political engagement with the rest of 
the world.
Global financial crisis: China began to develop in 
2009, especially with the advent of the global 
financial crisis. It has now entered an expansionist 
phase, with the goal of resolving all territorial 
disputes in its favor, acquiring bases around the 
world, evicting the United States from Asia, and 
remaking the world order in its more illiberal image.
Belt and Road Initiative & Asia Infrastructure: With 
its all-encompassing Belt and Road Initiative and 
institutions like the Asia Infrastructure Investment 
Bank and the New Development Bank's contingency 
reserve agreement (CRA), China has devised alterna-
tives to US dominance axes like the US-dominated 
International Monetary Fund, World Bank, and World 
Trade Organization.
Expanding the G7 to G-11: To control rising Chinese 
assertiveness, the US proposed expanding the G7 to 
G-11 without involving China, as part of its "pivot to
Asia policy."
Extraterritoriality claims: China has used "salami
slicing" tactics in the South China Sea, first by land
reclamation and subsequently by constructing
artificial islands for extraterritoriality claims, taking
inspiration from US methods used during the two
World Wars to gain control of the Atlantic Ocean
through Caribbean islands.
Odds on several economic fronts: The United States 
and China are at odds on several economic fronts,
from trade disputes to 5G telecommunications issues
to currency wars. This was exacerbated by the deteri-
oration of the donor-recipient relationship between
the United States and poor  countries,  as  evidenced

US- China the new cold war
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China, including more chemicals ($243 million), 
metals and ore ($181 million), electrical machinery 
($83 million), and various machinery ($68 million), as 
well as increased exports in areas such as agri-food, 
furniture, office machinery, precision instruments, 
textiles and apparel, and transport equipment.

Export excess agricultural items: The trade gap 
between India and China is expanding. The ongoing 
trade war may provide India with an opportunity to 
drastically cut its trade deficit. After the drop in 
exports from the United States, India might export 
excess agricultural items such as soybeans to China.
India's software industry: As it seeks to replace the 
US predominance of technology businesses, India 
might become China's software industry partner. 
India requires some solid pegs to pitch to China, and 
India's software industry has the potential to advance.
Increasing trade tensions between China and the 
United States could boost Chinese investment in 
India.
Trade and Development: After China's goods were 
barred from entering the US economy, India might 
look into ways to meet the US's demand for goods. 
According to a research released by the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, just 
around 6% of the $300 billion in Chinese exports 
subject to US tariffs will be picked up by US business-
es (UNCTAD). India, as well as other countries, can 
gain from this.
More business opportunities: If Chinese exports to 
the US slow down, India may be able to grow its 
textile, apparel, and gems and jewellery exports to 
the US.

Opportunities for India

Trade deficit: Every member of the G7 grouping has 
a trade deficit with the United States, which has been 
growing year after year. The US has a $21.3 billion 
trade deficit with India, whereas India enjoys a trade 
surplus (FOREX earnings), which is threatened by the 
ongoing trade war.
Impact on domestic production: The US wants India 
to  lower   tariffs   on   Harley  Davidson  motorcycles,
stents, knee implants, and medical gadgets, as well as 
dairy and poultry products. India has already 
decreased the tariff on high-powered motorcycles 
from 75% to 50%. Further pressure for duty reduc-
tions, on the other hand, could have an impact on 
domestic production.   

Concern associated with tech war

by China's commitment of $2 billion in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, ushering in a new era of donation 
diplomacy.
Blamed China for the spread of the coronavirus: 
Trump and his aides have blamed China for the spread 
of the coronavirus, but China has retaliated by claiming 
that US soldiers may have been the virus's original 
source during a visit to Wuhan last October.
Marine trading: China's claims to sovereignty and 
control over much of the South China Sea, including 
important marine trading lanes, have been increasingly 
challenged by the Trump administration.
China's ambitions to infiltrate other countries: China 
has long been accused of stealing American technolo-
gy by successive US governments. This was exacerbat-
ed by calls for Huawei, China's largest technological 
company, to be blacklisted internationally, accusing it 
of being a cover for China's ambitions to infiltrate other 
countries' telecommunications infrastructure for strate-
gic advantage.

Implications

Bilateral trade has dropped sharply: Chinese 
consumers would face higher prices, while US export-
ers will suffer losses and other countries will benefit 
from increased trade. About $ 21 billion (or 62 percent) 
of the $35 billion in Chinese export losses in the US 
market was redirected to other countries, while the 
remaining $14 billion was either lost or recovered by 
US producers.
Consumers will pay higher prices: Consumers face 
higher pricing as a result of tariffs placed by the US on 
China, which are affecting both the US and Chinese 
economies. According to the data, US tariffs prompted 
a 25% drop in exports in the first half of 2019, costing 
Chinese exports $35 billion in the US market for 
tariffed items.
Effects of trade diversion:

Increased imports from nations not directly involved 
in the trade war as a result of trade diversion.
The trade diversion impacts of the US-China tariff 
war were estimated to be over $21 billion in the first 
half of 2019, meaning that net trade losses were 
around $14 billion.
These trade diversion effects have benefited Taiwan 
(a  Chinese   province),  Mexico,  and  the  European
Union significantly.
Korea, Canada, and India had lesser but still signifi-
cant trade diversion gains, ranging from $0.9 billion 
to $1.5 billion. 
India gained $755 million in additional exports to the 
US in the first half of 2019 as a result of US tariffs on 
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NOTESIndia should be wary of China's aim to dump its excess 
steel and aluminum due to US trade restrictions.
Rising oil prices threaten to worsen India's current 
account deficit, putting the country's macroeconomic 
stability at risk.
Weak currency: Due to the continuing trade war, 
India's already weak currency may lose even more 
value.

Conclusion

With governments increasingly blocking Chinese partici-
pation in 5G networks, other global firms may gain a 
competitive advantage. The European players Ericsson 
and Nokia, as well as Samsung of South Korea, are the 
other market leaders in telecoms network equipment. 
Reliance Jio, based in India, has likewise planned and 
constructed a complete 5G solution from the ground up. 
This could have ramifications for the worldwide 5G 
rollout, particularly outside of North America and 
Europe.

Mains oriented question

A full-fledged trade war between the United States and 
China is in no one's interest; a full-fledged trade war 
would only harm the global economy. Discuss.
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Such occurrences reflect a watershed moment in 
Delhi's relationship with the Middle East.
It shows that India is now ready to move away from 
bilateral ties done in silos and toward a regional 
policy that is more interconnected.
Regional alliances will undoubtedly broaden and 
deepen Delhi's reach and impact in the Middle East, 
just as they have in the Indo-Pacific.

Israel, the United States, and the United Arab Emirates 
issued a unified statement known as the Abraham 
Accords. It also refers to the agreement struck 
between Israel, Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates 
to normalize their relations.
On September 15, 2020, UAE Foreign Minister Abdul-
lah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani, and Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu signed the original 
Abraham Accords. Mohammed Al Khaja, the UAE's 
first ambassador to Israel, arrived in the nation on 
March 1, 2021.
The treaties are named after Abraham, the patriarch 
whom both Judaism and Islam view as a prophet.
Following the disastrous war in the Gaza Strip in May 
2020, US President Joe Biden and his administration 
are setting the groundwork to urge more Arab 
countries to sign agreements with Israel while also 
trying to reinforce current agreements.

The Abraham Accords' Importance

Embassies in Israel: According to the Abraham 
Accords, the UAE and Bahrain would open embassies 
in Israel and collaborate with Israel on a variety of 
issues, including tourism, trade, and security.
Religious significance: The religious significance is 
that it would allow Muslims to visit the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem, one of Islam's holiest sites.

Middle-Eastern politics: Sudan and Morocco 
normalized relations with Israel in the same year as 
the signing of the accords. More countries are 
expected to follow suit, but given the factitious 
nature of Middle-Eastern politics, this is unlikely in the 
immediate future.
Struggle for Palestinian statehood: Foreign policy 
experts believe that the expansion of Iran's regional 
clout played a crucial role in the signing of the 
accords. Iran has always been an adversary of Israel, 
and its leaders have stated that regardless of who 
makes peace with Israel, they will continue to 
struggle for Palestinian statehood.
Positive step for India: The Abraham Accords are a 
positive step for India that could usher in a new era of 
Middle East peace. India stands to enjoy unparalleled 
benefits as a result of its cordial ties with all of the 
accord's signatories.

India's Position: India has welcomed the creation of 
diplomatic relations between the UAE and Israel on 
geopolitical grounds, describing both countries as 
vital partners.
Foreign Policy Importance: India's socioeconomic 
ties with Israel and the Gulf countries are stronger, 
more diverse, and increasing. As a result, any changes 
in regional dynamics will have an impact on India's 
regional strategic interests.
In the Middle East, forming a minilateral:

India's balancing act is made easier: The new agree-
ment broadens the moderate support for a peaceful 
resolution of the Palestine problem, making India's 
diplomatic balancing act easier.
New Proxy War Arena: The idea of the southern 
Gulf being the new proxy war arena between Iran and 
Israel cannot be ruled out, especially in Shia pockets. 
To keep an eye on such disputes, India will have to be 
vigilant.
India is helping to heal the Arab-Israeli divide:

The Abraham Accord's Implications for 
India

The Arab world and Israel are frequently at odds 
over Palestine.
It was thought that expanding Delhi's cooperation 
with Israel and the Arab world at the same time 
would be impossible.
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After normalization of Israel-Arab relations to some 
extent, is it feasible for India to go for Indo-Abrahamic 
Accord?

Mains oriented question

Backlash against the Jihadi fringe movement: Ties 
between Israel and the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) may lead to fresh polarizations between the 
Jihadi fringe and the mainstream.
Economic Challenges: India has a sizable and lucrative 
regional footprint, particularly as a supplier of people, 
food products, pharmaceuticals, gem and jewelry, light 
technical items, and so on. Israel, which has specific 
strengths in defense, security, solar power, horticul-
ture, and other fields, could challenge this position.
Impact on India-Iran Relations: The cold war between 
Saudi Arabia (Sunni) and Iran has been a major cause of 
instability in West Asia for decades (Shia). This agree-
ment may widen and intensify the schism, putting 
India-Iran relations to the test.

Conclusion

India should take advantage of this opportunity to 
strengthen its position in a region that is strategically 
important to it. The agreement provides India with fresh 
potential to play a larger role in regional security and 
stability in the Gulf, where New Delhi has particular links 
with both Abu Dhabi and Jerusalem. In the current 
situation, there may be room for a beneficial trilateral 
synergy, but India cannot assume its dominance.

Way forward

A durable peace requires a balance between Shia and 
Sunni, Persian and Arab.
Although the United States is the dominant force in the 
Middle East, Russia has carved out a niche for itself by 
spending far less money. China has expressed a willing-
ness to play a larger role in the area in recent years, and 
it has close ties with the UAE, Israel, and, increasingly, 
Saudi Arabia.
Before this market and this expanded neighborhood 
fall under the Chinese sphere of influence, India should 
act.
An agreement that, if executed well, might pave the 
way for a new geopolitical structure in the Middle East 
should include a bigger Indian presence.

India's new foreign policy, on the other hand, defied 
that judgement and established the viability of a 
non-ideological Middle East involvement.
This diplomatic pragmatism enables Delhi to rethink 
its Middle East strategies.

NOTES
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Soft power refers to the ability to influence others' 
preferences through appeal and attraction.
Political ideals, culture, and foreign policy are the 
three pillars of soft power.
For example, while the United States can dominate 
others, it has also excelled at projecting soft power 
through its businesses, foundations, colleges, 
churches, and other civil society institutions.

India and Pakistan have agreed to construct a 
border crossing linking the Gurudwara Darbar Sahib 
in Kartarpur to the Dera Baba Nanak shrine in 
India's Gurdaspur area. Across the Ravi River from 
Pakistan's Narowal region, Kartarpur Sahib is 
around four kilometers from the Dera Baba Nanak 
shrine.

In the complicated India-Pakistan relationship, cricket 
matches are utilized as ice breakers and political signal-
ing.

Past in the history

Kashmir conflict: Although India and Pakistan share a 
common subcontinent, their relationship has been 
strained since 1947 due to a slew of unresolved issues, 
including the Kashmir conflict.
A terrorist assault on Pakistani soil: The two 
countries have fought four wars in the past, and there 
is now no political engagement between them as a 
result of a terrorist assault on Pakistani soil. Because 
both countries have nuclear weapons, the cost of a 
fight will be extremely great, requiring mutually 
assured annihilation.
Soft diplomacy: In this light, the significance of soft 
diplomacy in establishing peace between India and 
Pakistan is considered.

What is Soft Diplomacy?

In international relations, power has generally been 
defined in terms of military and economic strength.  
Successful nations, according to Nye, require both 
hard and soft power,  the  ability  to  coerce  others  as
well as the ability to change long-term attitudes and 
preferences. 

In contrast to Hard Power's coercive nature, Joseph 
Nye proposed the concept of Soft Power in the 
post-Cold War world.

2014 - As a goodwill gesture, all SAARC leaders were 
invited to India's Prime Minister's swearing-in event.
2014 - In New Delhi, both countries conducted talks, 
stating their willingness to start a new era of bilateral 
relations.
2015 – Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays a surprise 
visit to Lahore, Pakistan's easternmost city.
Pakistani-backed militants: In response to a terrorist 
attack by Pakistani-backed militants on an armed 
forces base in Uri (J&K), India initiates "surgical 
strikes" against "terrorist units" in Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir.
Not engage in diplomatic relations: Following that, 
India stated that it will not engage in diplomatic 
relations with Pakistan and that terror and negotia-
tions cannot coexist.
2019 - Pakistan-based terrorist outfit Jaish-e-Moham-
mad undertakes similar terrorist action in pulwama 
(J&K), in response to which India launches air strikes 
on the balakot training camp (JeM).
Kartarpur corridor: However, the completion of the 
Kartarpur corridor has provided a glimmer of hope 
for the resumption of negotiations between India and 
Pakistan.

How may soft power influence the 
India-Pakistan relationship?

Cricket diplomacy

Strategic diplomatic: Cricket diplomacy refers to the 
use of cricket as a strategic diplomatic political tool 
for bridging ethnic and social divides, as well as 
dispelling historical stereotypes and age-old prejudic-
es between the two countries, by increasing engage-
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Cricketing ties have been stopped over the past few 
years, and this has slowed down the people-to-people 
exchange, also closing only positive sources between 
two nations. Write how important the role does cricket 
diplomacy plays among rivalry nations? 
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In order to enhance bilateral ties between India and 
Pakistan, a perfect balance of soft and hard power 
diplomacy, as well as international diplomacy, is 
required.
International organizations can be utilized to exert 
pressure on Pakistan to carry out anti-terrorist opera-
tions. For example, Pakistan's position on the FATF 
Grey list makes it more difficult for the government to 
access international markets at a time when the 
country's economy is deteriorating.
The United Nations' classification of Masood Azhar as 
a global terrorist would increase pressure on Pakistan 
to freeze its assets and delegitimize the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed-based organization, which has carried out 
numerous attacks against India.
The start of a bilateral dialogue between India and 
Pakistan based on the "UFA" agreement aimed at 
battling terrorism, liberating fishermen, bringing 
military personnel together, and fostering religious 
tourism will provide diplomatic engagements new 
dimensions.
India's diplomatic engagement with other South 
Asian countries as well as Western powers such as the 
United States will aid India in putting pressure on 
Pakistan to stop funding terrorist activities and end 
the influence of non-state actors in its politics, as both 
countries are nuclear powers and cannot afford to go 
down the path of militarized attack and a war-like 
situation.

Way forward

Mains oriented question

ments between cricket teams, fans, and authorities 
from both countries.
For example, cricket diplomacy has been used in the 
past to restore normalcy to India-Pakistan relations, 
such as in 1999, when Chennai gave Wasim Akram's 
men a standing ovation after they had just defeated 
India, and six months later, the two countries met again 
in a world cup match against the hostile backdrop of 
the Kargil war.
Past event: As a result of Pakistani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif's travel to India in 2005 to watch a cricket 
match between India and Pakistan, the two countries 
decided to open up the military border dividing the 
disputed Kashmir region.
As a result, India might request that the T20 league be 
expanded to include clubs from three Pakistani cities, 
including Islamabad, Lahore, and Karachi, as well as 
one from Jammu & Kashmir, to play in Srinagar.
Harmonious relationship: Expanding the IPL to 
include cities in Pakistan and Kashmir could pave the 
way for a harmonious relationship between the two 
countries.
Soft Power isn't the only option

Soft power diplomacy cannot be the only approach for 
dealing with bilateral engagements between India and 
Pakistan, as soft power diplomacy has failed to achieve its 
intended aims in the past, and hard policies, such as

The 2008 Mumbai terror attacks halted the entire 
process of composite discussion between India and 
Pakistan, and India subsequently canceled its cricket 
team's January-February 2009 tour of Pakistan.
Neighbourhood First policy: Our PM's efforts under 
the Neighbourhood First policy, such as inviting our 
Pakistani counterpart to his swearing-in ceremony and 
making an unscheduled visit to Lahore to visit the 
Pakistani PM's residence, have been diluted by the 
January 2016 attack on the Indian Air Force (Pathankot 
attack), which resulted in a complete suspension of all 
types of talks and bilateral engagements between the 
two countries.
Following the uri assault in September of past year, 
our Prime Minister stated that "talks and terrorism" 
cannot coexist.
Banned Indian content: Following the Pulwama 
incident (on a CRPF bus in Jammu & Kashmir) on 
February 14, 2019, the Pakistani government has 
banned  Indian   content   from   being   broadcast   on
television and Indian films from being screened in 
cinemas. On the orders of the Pakistani government, all 
Indian sports networks were also blocked throughout 
the nation. 
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The rapid withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan 
has been matched by the Taliban's rapid advance 
across the country. While the US has confirmed that 90 
percent of the withdrawal has been completed, the 
Taliban has claimed control of 85 percent of Afghani-
stan's territory.
These developments have pushed Afghanistan into the 
hands of regional powers, who now bear the burden of 
filling the military void left by the US withdrawal.
The concept of a regional solution to Afghanistan 
has always had a lot of political clouts. However, 
divergent regional strategic perspectives limit the 
prospects for a long-term agreement on Afghani-
stan.

retrieve US persons throughout Kabul and the rest 
of Afghanistan, and a humanitarian disaster at the 
gates of Hamid Karzai International Airport in Kabul.
Afghanistan has now become a warzone ruled by 
terrorists and violent jihadi extremists that is 
exponentially more dangerous than before the US 
withdrawal. This threat is compounded by the risk of 
having abandoned Americans in Afghanistan. The 
United States must hold to its promise that every 
American citizen, permanent resident, and special 
immigrant visa (SIV) applicant who wants to leave 
Afghanistan can do so. Until then, this mission is not 
complete, but rather it is a failed mission.

What lessons should the world learn 
from them?

History will judge the United States not by the decision 
to withdraw from Afghanistan, but by the appalling 
manner this withdrawal was executed, communicated, 
and planned twice. The US government made 
catastrophic mistakes by undercutting both evacuation 
effort timelines and not expanding the airport perime-
ter to have more protection from attacks and allow 
more access points to the airport. 
The aggregate of this miscalculation, and many others, 
resulted in the deaths of US service members, the 
creation of effective Taliban checkpoints, an inability to

An ‘appalling’ withdrawal

Before embarking on this adventure, China should sit 
back and learn from the mistakes of the Western 
world's interventionist policies. In 2000, Beijing 
even commissioned a report about Germany's 
foreign policy between 1870 and 1914, to study the 
transition from a policy of low profile under Bismarck, 
to a policy of asserting power under William II. It 
seems that China adhered to the wrong model.
The US’ defeat as liberator or invader (depending on 
who you ask) in Afghanistan fundamentally questions 
the role of military interference in today’s world. 
Interventionist policies have been in constant back 
and forth since the end of the Second World War, 
which can be divided into three phases.
During the Cold War, military interference by former 
colonial and new imperialist powers, first and 
foremost the USSR, took place in the shadow of 
nuclear weapons. This provided a breathing space in 
a world paralyzed by the possible use of ultimate 
force. Each side sought to extend its influence from 
Africa to the Middle East, over Latin and Central 
America to Asia. The resulting power struggles often 
led to so-called "proxy" wars.

Military interference

As someone who has lived through the US debacle in 
Vietnam, the Iranian Revolution and its ensuing 
hostage crisis, the 9/11 attacks, and the US 
invasion of Iraq, I find the hysteria over Washington’s 
withdrawal from Afghanistan infuriating, unjustified, 
and historically deaf.  
For sure, the US exit from that “graveyard of 
empires” could have been handled better but the 
democratic veneer which the United States and its 
allies pasted onto Afghanistan has always  been  thin. 

It’s time to lead by example
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Using diplomatic and economic tools, the Biden 
administration should continue to extract Americans 
and others wishing to leave Afghanistan and advocate 
for humans, especially women's rights.
But its first responsibility should be to strengthen 
democracy and human rights at home and to ensure 
that Afghan refugees are properly welcomed so that 
they can become productive citizens. A good first step 
would be to reallocate the $3 billion the Defense 
Department had slated for the now-collapsed Afghan 
military toward refugee resettlement. If there is 
anything we should have learned by now, it’s that the 
best way for the United States to continue leading the 
world is by example not military invasions.  

the reduction/withdrawal can endanger the stability 
of south and central Asia.
Afghan Forces-The international community is 
prepared to help the Afghan forces by providing 
money, equipment, and training. But it is not known 
whether this help will be sustained over a longer 
period. There is also a possibility of the ANSF disinte-
grating along ethnic lines, in case the Taliban, a 
predominantly Pashtun-majority entity.
Economy-As the country is dependent upon aid; it 
has been less focused upon trade over the last 
decade. Unstable Afghanistan will lose investment 
opportunities and hence economic and political crises 
can make the region extremely unstable
Political uncertainty- Government has no or very 
weak control beyond Kabul.  The Parliament is 
divided into disunited groups of disgruntled 
elements, this disunity and hatred can pose a grave 
threat to the political situation in Afghanistan.
Pakistan  Interference- Some researchers argue that 
the Pakistan military actively aids the insurgents 
through funding, the provision of weapons, strategic 
planning, and so on, which are bound to increase post 
US withdrawal.

The status of women

Following September 11, 2001, protecting people 
from despotism and barbarism was increasingly consid-
ered a way to protect oneself. With democracy, we 
brought peace. Nonetheless, this new enthusiasm for 
interventionist policies overlooked an essential lesson: 
you cannot save people without their help. For many, 
the important collateral damage inflicted on civilians is 
a sign that their lives count less than those of the 
alleged liberators.
In 2021, the defeat of the West in Afghanistan and the 
failure of the French in the Sahel open a third chapter 
in the history of interventions. This chapter resembles 
the post-Vietnam War order but includes a radically 
novel element: the arrival of China as a key player.
America's failure is all the more tragic because 
Afghanistan has made undeniable progress over the 
past twenty years, in particular concerning educa-
tion and the rights of women. They will be the main 
victims of the US’ changing priorities and fierce desire 
to end its unfortunate adventure in the country.
Beyond Afghan women, there are also 120,000 
interpreters and their families who supported the allies 
over the past years. To abandon them is to condemn 
them to certain death. It is our moral responsibility to 
provide them with asylum and help. An inglorious 
departure does not necessarily have to be a shameful 
one.

Regional Security-It is assumed that after the 
withdrawal of the coalition forces from Afghanistan, 
the militants would be re-organized/restructured and 
could threaten the peace of the entire region by 
drawing the neighboring countries into the  war.  Thus 

The implication of USA withdrawal

The withdrawal may increase international and 
regional terrorism, the re-emergence of Taliban 
influence in Pakistan, and political instability in the 
region.
The larger concern for India is the resurgence of the 
Taliban, which can both reassure and incite extremist 
elements in Kashmir and other parts of India via 
India-focused militant groups such as Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, which are believed to 
have relocated to Afghanistan in large numbers.
India’s Afghan policy is at a major crossroads; to 
safeguard its assets there as well as to stay relevant in 
the unfolding ‘great game’ in and around Afghani-
stan, India must fundamentally reset its Afghanistan 
policy. The changing political and security situation 
requires India to be more open to adapting its 
maximalist position and starting a dialogue with the 
Taliban.
Diplomatic initiatives

Way forward for India

India must make all possible efforts to get the 
international community to hold the Taliban to its 
word on letting all foreigners leave with peace, 
protecting the lives of all Afghan citizens, and 
respecting international humanitarian law.
India also chairs the Taliban Sanctions Committee
of  the  UNSC.  It  will  have  an  important  role  in 
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India Communicating to the Taliban: Talking to the 
Taliban will allow India to ask the militants for security 
guarantees in exchange for ongoing development aid. 
India may be able to persuade the Taliban to consider 
the idea of gaining independence from Pakistan.

Conclusion

India, as would be impacted by the consequences of 
American withdrawal, has to work with the Taliban and 
other regional powers to protect its interests and 
stabilize Afghanistan. If India remains active and patient 
too, many opportunities could open up in the new 
Afghan phase.

Mains model Question

As Afghanistan falls to the Taliban, what does it mean for 
the Middle East?

NOTES
framing the international response to the 
Taliban’s demands for the lifting of all sanctions 
against its leaders.
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Bioengineered Liquid Cornea Technology can give vision 
to blind people.

Swayam Prabha is a collection of 32 DTH channels 
that broadcast high-quality educational program-
ming to help students better grasp subjects through 
curriculum-based courses.
Teachers can use Diksha Portal to make their 
classrooms more digitally friendly.

Science & Technology 

Bioengineered Liquid Cornea

The bioengineered liquid cornea is a regenerative 
treatment and this biopolymer acts as a sacrificial 
matrix for accelerating the growth of host tissue to 
cover the wound site.
The trigger for this growth is provided by a bioactive 
component, the exosomes which are delivered to the 
wound site, embedded in the biopolymeric matrix. 
These exosomes are derived from the population of 
predominant cell types in the cornea and are 
programmed to promote scarless wound healing, to 
restore vision, the primary function of the cornea and 
eye.

About Welfare technology

Knowledge of digitalization, as well as an understand-
ing of its meaning in terms of ethical principles and 
ethical analysis, is required for the application of 
e-health to produce high-quality, equal-opportunity
health and well-being, as well as to build and improve
individuals' resources in order to increase their
independence and engagement in society.

Introduction

The purpose of this research was to conduct an 
ethical analysis of welfare technology deployment in 
areas of social services in a Swedish municipality, 
taking into account both techniques and instruments.

In today's world, governance is undergoing a tectonic 
change as technology is integrated into every aspect 
of government operations and service delivery.
ICT and internet penetration have aided in making 
governance more open and responsible, as well as 
boosting accessibility and removing human interface, 
hence reducing corruption. The JAM trinity and DBT 
initiatives have aided in the weeding out of bogus 
recipients, as well as better targeting and utilization 
of government funds.
The flagship MGNREGA program has been 
reinforced with end-to-end computerization of 
beneficiary identification, master rolls preparation, 
job distribution, and wage payment, as well as asset 
geo-tagging.
Agriculture is being transformed by technology, 
which is improving resource utilization through the 
Soil Health Card, increasing productivity through 
knowledge dissemination via an online portal, 
increasing returns on produce through market 
integration via the digital platform eNAM, derisking 
business through insurance, and better estimating 
losses, among other things.
ICT is lowering transaction costs in the public utility 
sector, such as bill payment, grievance redress, and 
banking, and thereby saving public money while 
improving convenience.

Education Sector;

The government has increased its use of technology in 
the administration in recent years in order to provide 
excellent governance. In this context, the government 
has taken the following steps toward sectoral develop-
ment:

Technology and development

Technology development in different 
sector
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Corruption: The use of jam has aided with the direct 
transmission of benefits, which has helped to plug 
leaks.
Cashless economy: UPI, BHIM app, and other similar 
services have benefited in the reduction of corruption 
and the flow of black money, resulting in increased 
economic growth.
National security: the employment of spy satellites 
such as RISAT, drones, and other means of surveil-
lance has aided in keeping an eye on the enemy and 
preventing terrorist infiltration.
Strategic significance: India's development of 
ICBMs, IRNSS, nuclear submarines, and Tejas aircraft, 
among other things, has given the country a strategic 
advantage in geopolitics.
Education and Healthcare: The use of tele-educa-
tion, tele-medicine, and other similar technologies 
has aided in the provision of high-quality services to 
the poor.

By altering the information order, technology has 
permitted more citizen participation in governance. The 
government is no longer the sole owner or disseminator 
of information. Civil society has been integrating around 
the world, resulting in cross-border mass movement 
that is in line with the changing nature of society. As a 
result, technology has evolved as a new tool for social 
equality and justice.

Conclusion

In India, technology is transforming the way the govern-
ment designs and implements programs. Discuss

Mains oriented question

Advantages of technology adoption

Shagun is an online monitoring site that aids in the 
assessment of educational institutions' performance 
and advancement.

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) is a mechanism for 
transferring subsidies to direct beneficiaries, thereby 
reducing leakages in the system and saving the 
government money.
Tele-Law was established at CSC to give legal 
assistance to underserved populations and citizens in 
remote locations via video conference. It is a free 
legal service that is made available to the common 
man.
Women's empowerment websites Sakhi one-stop 
center and SHE Box, where women can get therapy 
and file complaints about sexual harassment in the 
workplace, respectively..

Social Sector

Agriculture sector;
By connecting 585 APMCs around the country, NAM 
has created a market for agricultural goods. It makes 
it easier for farmers to sell their products and ensures 
that they receive the best possible price for them 
without the need of a middleman.
Soil Health Cards, which contain information on the 
soil, make it easier to learn about the macro and 
micronutrient levels of the land. He will be counseled 
on fertilizer usage and crop variety cultivation.

For Better government:
Corruption and duplicity can be reduced by using 
unique biometric identifiers. Illegitimate recipients 
may be denied access to numerous social programs.
A portal such as cVIZIL can be used to detect MCC 
violence during elections.
Electronic Toll Collection-Fastag use RFID technolo-
gy to allow drivers to pass through toll plazas without 
having to stop for cash transactions.

Satellite Technology: It has aided in the prevention of 
agriculture losses, the loss of life during disasters, and 
the prediction of climate change, among other things.
Improving Farmer Income: E-nam, organic farming 
expertise, digital connectedness to villages, and other 
initiatives are helping to achieve the goal of double 
farmer income by 2022.
Women's security: She-portal, himmat app, and other 
initiatives have aided in assuring women's safety, as 
well as increasing their involvement in the workforce.
E-way bill: It has aided in the reduction of logistic costs 
and the prevention of tax evasion, thereby broadening
the tax base.
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On October 21, 2021, India achieved another key 
milestone in its fight against the covid-19 epidemic. It 
reached the milestone of 100 crore Covid vaccines, which 
included both the first and second doses.

Present status of Covid-19 in India

India, on the other hand, reported 18,454 new cases in 
the past two days.
Currently, there are 1,78,831 active cases.
The recovery rate is currently at 98.15 percent, which is 
the highest since March 2020.

Covid-19 Vaccination

Vaccinations First Phase

About 30% of the eligible population has been fully 
vaccinated (291 million), with 707 million receiving the 
first dose.
India wants to fully vaccinate around a billion people 
by the end of 2021, but experts believe the effort has 
to step up speed.
With this achievement, India becomes the second 
country in the world to surpass the one billion mark, 
following China in June.

The immunization plan was then expanded to include 
more people in following rounds.

Approximately 30 million health care personnel and 
frontline workers who were directly working with 
Covid-19 patients received the vaccine in the first 
phase of vaccination. 

India took modest efforts in protecting its population 
against Coronavirus by launching a vaccine campaign 
against the deadly COVID-19 in February. 
In the beginning, the vaccination was exclusively 
available to healthcare workers, essential workers, 
and senior individuals aged 45 and up. 
However, after the country was attacked by the 
second wave of the pandemic, COVID-19 immuniza-
tion became available to all adult citizens in May 
2021. 
Since then, India has delivered 100 crore vaccina-
tion doses to over 75 percent of its adult population 
in just seven months.

It took 9 months to get to the Historic 
Landmark

The World's Largest and Fastest Vaccination Drive: 
India's immunization campaign against COVID-19 is 
the world's largest, with the country's entire adult 
population of over 100 crores being inoculated. The 
drive is the world's largest and dwarfs drives taking 
place on several other continents.
China has given nearly twice as many doses to its 
population as the rest of the world, but it was the first 
to do so.
With a limited supply of vaccines, India just started in 
mid-January 2021.
During the pandemic's worst phase, the devastat-
ing second wave, vaccine shortages were felt most 
acutely.
The problem was met with the help of vaccine makers 
and a large network of healthcare professionals.
India ceased exporting vaccinations, affecting most 
low- and middle-income countries, so crossing the 
one-billion-dollar milestone became achievable.

Logistical problems: Delivery of product with proper 
packing on time was one of the biggest challenges.
Supply shortages: Many a time supply shortage was 
seen while vaccination campaigns at many places 
which many times raise questions on the demand and 
supply strategies of the government.  
vaccination apprehension:Fear of side effects kept 
24 percent of people from getting vaccinated, while 
11 percent were hesitant to get immunised for 
reasons other than fear of side effects.  

What makes it admirable?

Initial challenges to the vaccination 
drive in India
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By the end of 2021, India appears to be on track to 
vaccinate roughly 70-80 percent of its adult popula-
tion.
However, those who had their vaccine in January and 
February may find their immunity has waned by then.

(Scan the QR code to watch the video)

Booster doses

While planning the world's largest and fastest vaccina-
tion program, India made sure that it was inclusive, not 
just in terms of state and UT participation, but also in 
terms of gender parity. India secured gender parity 
during the COVID-19 vaccine program, and as a result, 
51.9 percent of the 100 crore doses provided so far 
have been given to males, while 48.1 percent have been 
given to females.

As a result, India must remain open to the idea of 
administering booster dosages beginning in 2022.
In India, the debate on booster doses, their 
frequency, timing, and other factors has yet to 
begin.

Conclusion

Covid-19 Pandemic brought many challenges with it and 
one of the biggest challenges was its cure, treatment 
and vaccination. India being highest in population after 
China overcame the challenges with the vaccination 
program. What were the hurdles in the path? Write in 
Detail.

Mains oriented question

A devastating second wave of Covid-19: Second 
wave of Covid-19 created huge damage to lives and 
planning and actions of government to stop spread of 
virus was questioned, this created mistrust on govt. 
and its strategies 

Which vaccines are being used in India?

India is utilizing three vaccines: the Covishield 
vaccine from Oxford-AstraZeneca, Covaxin from Indian 
firm Bharat Biotech, and Sputnik V from Russia.
India has also approved the country's first vaccine for 
children under the age of 18. The ZyCoV-D vaccine, 
which comes in three doses, is the world's first DNA 
vaccination against Covid-19. 
It should be available in a few weeks. The Department 
of Biotechnology and the Indian Council of Medical 
Research collaborated in the development of ZyCov-D. 
(ICMR).
The government has also given Cipla, an Indian 
pharmaceutical company, permission to import 
Moderna's vaccine, which has a roughly 95% efficacy 
rate against Covid-19. However, it is unclear how many 
doses will be made accessible to India at this time.
Several other vaccinations are awaiting clearance at 
various levels.

What are the tasks ahead?

Age group of adults

The achievement of 100 crore doses is really a stepping 
stone, not the final aim.

The bigger task is to vaccinate the world's 94 million 
adult population.
However, India has only recently passed the halfway 
point in achieving this target.
To reach the goal, the immunization push must be 
accelerated even as vaccine availability increases.
Efforts should be made to speed up the 
second-dose vaccination process.

Children
When the full population of around 135 crore is 
considered, an even less portion of the job has been 
finished.
Vaccines for children under the age of 18 are only 
recently become available, and there is still a long 
way to go.
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Why in news?

Relevance

Title

Why small wetlands of Uttarakhand are vanishing? 
Environment 

GS 3 || Environment || Environment & Ecology || Pollution 

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

Uttarakhand killing its small wetland.

Environment

Background

A decade ago, significant fish captures from Dehra-
dun's Niranjanpur wetland provided an additional 
source of income for the local community.
Now that the wetland has lost most of its fish and is 
dying, approximately 70% of Uttarakhand's wetlands 
have been devastated owing to years of neglect.

Key Points

Despite their large numbers and environmental 
benefits, they are underestimated because of their 
modest size, and many of these wetlands vanish before 
they are recognized or documented, as they are the 
least protected under most environmental legislation.
The 2.62-hectare Niranjanpur pond, which has been 
suffocated by Dehradun's haphazard urbanization, is 
facing a similar destiny.

Wetland to wasteland

Niranjanpur pond is located in a desirable Dehradun 
real estate region, and building waste is strewn 
haphazardly around the open pond.

Runoff water combines with the concrete and sweeps 
directly into the pond, producing siltation at the 
pond's base. 
Nutrient-rich wastewater from neighboring areas is 
channeled into the pond after rainfall. It promotes 
eutrophication (a thick overgrowth of water hyacinth 
and algae), which degrades the water quality and kills 
the fish.
The once-clear pond has turned green and is 
dwindling into a murky bog due to excessive eutroph-
ication.
The Wetland (Conservation and Management) Rules, 
2017, made it unlawful to dispose of building and 
demolition waste within wetlands, but the illegal 
practices persist.
Niranjanpur pond has a well-defined boundary, 
allowing for encroachment.

The Niranjanpur Wetland is home to a variety of 
birds, insects, tadpoles, small fish, and animals, and in 
the winter, it attracts everything from little local birds 
to large migratory species. 
It also aids in groundwater recharge, with the 
common moorhen (jal murgi) swimming in its 
water-pools and the black kite hunting across its 
waters..

Wetlands are places that are permanently or tempo-
rarily flooded, including all coastlines with a depth of 
up to six meters at low tide. 
It may be covered in freshwater, brackish water, or 
saline water. It is a form of water-flooded habitat that 
can be tidal or non-tidal. 
They are known as "biological supermarkets" 
because they provide a large volume of food that 
attracts a wide range of animal species.

What is wetlands?

Significance of the Niranjanpur wetland

Swamp, marsh, bog, and fen are the most common 
forms of wetlands. Mangrove forest, carr, pocosin, 
floodplains, mire, vernal pool, sink, peatlands, and 
others are among the sub-types.

Types of wetlands

Understanding all about Wetlands and 
related issues in India
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Wetland vegetation also slows the spread of floodwa-
ter over floodplains by obstructing its movement. 
Wetlands also keep agricultural land from becoming 
flooded.
Economic advantages: Wetlands are home to a 
variety of therapeutic plant species. In many regions, 
they are a source of lumber. Many species, such as 
blueberries, mints, and wild rice, are also grown in 
wetlands. Wetlands are vital to the fishing and 
shellfishing industries in many countries. Wetlands are 
also home to a variety of commercially valuable 
creatures.
Provide recreational, educational, research, and 
aesthetic opportunities: Wetlands serve as research 
and recreation areas. Many people who enjoy 
birdwatching or wildlife photography come to these 
areas to see a variety of animals.

Unplanned urbanization and encroachments: As a 
result of rising demands and widespread encroach-
ment, urban wetlands are under increasing strain.
Increasing pollution: They are unable to clear up 
increasing levels of mercury, plastic, and other 
industrial pollutants, resulting in reports of groundwa-
ter pollution deteriorating.
Alien species introduce themselves into a wetland 
ecosystem, disrupting the natural ecological equilibri-
um. Exotic plant species such as water hyacinth and 
Salvinia, for example, have clogged streams and 
wiped out much native vegetation.
Changes in the climate: Increased air temperature, 
precipitation shifts, increased frequency of storms, 
droughts, and floods, as well as sea-level rise, could 
all have an impact on wetlands.
Wetlands are harmed when they are drained for 
agricultural or building purposes.

Concerns that come with it

Ramsar Convention

Montreux Record

Conservation Efforts

Wetlands in India

Most of the wetlands in India 555,557 out of a total of 
757,060 wetlands are small wetlands.
These wetlands, irrespective of their size, support rich 
biodiversity, absorb carbon, replenish groundwater 
and prevent floods, small wetlands can have as much 
species diversity as large wetlands.

Wetlands have many functions

Purification of water: They aid in the improvement of 
water quality by eliminating or retaining inorganic 
nutrients, as well as digesting organic wastes and 
lowering suspended nutrients.
Function in hydrological cycle: Wetlands play a vital 
part in the hydrologic cycle because they receive, 
store, and release water in a variety of ways.
Carbon and other nutrient processing: Wetlands are 
critical for the biogeochemical cycle, which encom-
passes the physical, chemical, and biological alteration 
of numerous nutrients in biota, soils, water, and air. 
They create the right conditions for nitrogen and 
phosphorus removal from surface water.
Shoreline stabilization: Because they are found on the 
edges of lakes, bays, rivers, and oceans, they safeguard 
the shorelines and stream banks from erosion. Wetland 
plants and trees use their roots to hold the soil togeth-
er, absorb wave energy, and break up the movement 
of streams or currents.
Moderate the global climate: They contribute to 
moderate the global climate by storing carbon within 
their living and preserved plant biomass rather of 
releasing it into the atmosphere as carbon dioxide.
Deal with environmental issues: Wetlands aid in the 
reduction of environmental issues like algal blooms, 
dead zones, and fish kills, all of which are caused by 
nutrient overload.
Maintaining water supply: Wetlands aid in the 
maintenance of stream flow during dry periods and the 
replenishment of groundwater, thereby ensuring the 
availability of water.
Home for a variety of creatures: Wetlands provide 
home for a variety of creatures, including fish, 
mammals, and plants. Wetlands are vital to the survival 
of many plant and animal species. For many animal 
species, wetlands serve both primary habitats and 
seasonal habitats.
Flood prevention: They hold and slowly release 
surface water, rain, snowmelt, groundwater, and 
flooding  due   to   their   low    topographic   position. 

The Convention came in to force in 1975.
The Convention’s mission is “the conservation and 
wise use of all wetlands through local and national 
actions and international cooperation, as a contribu-
tion towards achieving sustainable development 
throughout the world”.

Montreux Record is a register of wetland sites on 
the List of Wetlands of International Importance 
where changes in ecological character have 
occurred, are occurring, or are likely to  occur  as  a 
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(Scan the QR code to watch the video)

NOTES

result of technological developments, pollution or 
other human interference.
Wetlands of India that are in Montreux Record: 
Keoladeo National Park (Rajasthan) and Loktak Lake 
(Manipur).
** Chilka lake (Odisha) was placed in the record but 
was later removed from it.

Conservation Efforts by India

National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosys-
tems (NPCA): NPCA is a single conservation 
programme for both wetlands and lakes. It is a centrally 
sponsored scheme currently being implemented by 
the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests and 
Climate Change.
Wetlands (Conservation and Management) 
Rules,2017:

Suggestions

Mains oriented questions

Digital inventories of all land records, including 
wetlands, are required.
Encroachment becomes harder if digitised data about 
wetlands and their buffer zones are available to 
planners and the general public.
By cutting off surplus nutrient supplies, the eutrophica-
tion of the wetland may be prevented.
De-siltation, weeding, and aeration into the water may 
all be done after that.
Development authorities must take over the resurrect-
ed wetland to a citizen's organisation so that they may 
manage and benefit from it.

Why is there a need for wetlands conservation? What are 
the dangers that wetlands face? Propose wetlands-pro-
tection measures.

Decentralise wetlands management by giving states 
powers to not only identify and notify wetlands 
within their jurisdictions but also keep a watch on 
prohibited activities.
It also indirectly widens the ambit of permitted 
activities in wetlands by inserting the `wise use’ 
principle, giving powers to state-level wetland 
authorities to decide what can be allowed in larger 
interest.
The Centre’s role will be restricted to monitoring its 
implementation by states UTs, recommending 
transboundary wetlands for notification and review-
ing integrated management of selected wetlands 
under the Ramsar Convention.

(Scan the QR code to watch the video)
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Why in news?

Relevance

Title

Gas Price hiked 62% by Central Government - Impact on 
inflation and household savings?

GS 3 || Geography || Indian Economic Geography || 
Energy Resources

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

Government Raises Gas Prices by 62%, how it'll impact?

Easy to transport.
Helps in electrification.
Clean burning fuel, smoke free, less CO2 than Coal, 
no black carbon.

Geography

Present Context

The price of natural gas was hiked by 62%, a central 
government order.
Natural gas which is used to make fertilizers, produce 
electricity and is turned into CNG for automobiles will 
now be priced at USD 2.90 per metric million British 
thermal unit for the six month period beginning 1 
October.
The new price represents a 62% increase from the 
April-September 2021 price of $1.79/mmBtu, which 
was the lowest since 2014.

Probable reasons for the hike

The hike comes on the back of firming benchmark 
international prices but does not reflect the spurt in 
spot or current price of liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
witnessed during the last couple of weeks.
Natural gas prices affect the earnings of state-run 
producers such as Oil and Natural Gas Corp Ltd and Oil 
India Ltd.
This is the maximum price that Reliance Industries Ltd 
and its partner BP plc are entitled to for the gas they 
produce from deep-sea blocks such as KG-D6.

The increase in gas price is likely to result in a 10-11% 
rise in CNG and piped cooking gas rates in cities such 
as Delhi and Mumbai, industry.
It will also lead to a rise in the cost of generating 
electricity but consumers may not feel any major 
pinch as the share of power produced from gas is 
very low.
Similarly, the cost of producing fertilizer will also go 
up but as the government subsidizes the crop 
nutrient, an increase in rates is unlikely.

Liquified Natural Gas: LNG is produced by cooling NG 
to - 162 degree C in Cryogenic stage through Liquifac-
tion. Kept in liquid form to increase quantities of NG 
that can be stored in tanks.

Advantages

Impact on Consumers

About Liquified Natural Gas

Pricing and Affordability: Lower local gas output 
than expected, along with higher international LNG 
prices, has rendered gas-fired power generation 
uneconomical, as it cannot compete with coal-fired 
power generation at current domestic coal rates.
Field data quality and availability: Poor data quality 
continues to be a hurdle for policymakers and poten-

Gas-based economy
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Previously, the price of domestically produced natural 
gas was set by a formula that averaged out rates in 
gas surplus countries like Russia and the United 
States.
On October 15, 2020, the government adopted 
revisions that offer producers the freedom to 
discover the market price of gas through a standard 
e-bidding process.
The notification also gives them the liberty to market
or sell the gas generated to anybody, including 
affiliates.

tial private sector initiatives in India.
Competition: The structure of the Indian gas market, 
with some aspects liberalized and others regulated by 
the government, has impeded competition and affect-
ed the entire gas supply chain, as has frequent govern-
ment engagement in the form of multiple rules and 
regulations..
Gas Distribution Infrastructure: The northern and 
western areas have the most established pipeline 
networks. Gas transmission infrastructure and access 
are lacking in significant parts of the country.
Inadequate development on international gas 
pipelines: India has been exploring pipeline gas 
imports. Despite considerable debate about pipelines, 
no progress has been made on international pipes.
Reliance on Imports for Gas: India is the world's 
fourth-largest LNG importer, with Qatar accounting for 
a major portion of that. India's import dependency has 
grown as local energy output has fallen behind 
demand growth. As a result, India's energy security has 
been a source of concern.
Gas Distribution Infrastructure: The pipeline 
networks in the north and west are the most well-es-
tablished. In many sections of the country, gas 
transmission infrastructure and access are limited.
Inadequate international gas pipeline development: 
India has been looking at pipeline gas imports. Despite 
extensive debate on pipelines, no progress on interna-
tional pipelines has been accomplished.
Gas Import Dependence: India is the world's 
fourth-largest LNG importer, with Qatar accounting for 
a significant share of that. India's reliance on imports 
has grown as domestic energy production has lagged 
behind demand growth. India's energy security has 
been a source of concern as a result.

New Policy

On the back of continued healthy economic expansion, 
India's energy demand is expected to expand faster 
than that of all major economies. As a result, India's 
energy demand as a percentage of global energy 
demand is predicted to increase to 11% in 2040, up 
from around 6% in 2019. Natural gas consumption is 
expected to grow at a 4.31 percent compound annual 
growth rate (CAGR) to 143.08 million tonnes by 2040, 
up from around 56 million tonnes in 2019. As a result, 
India must take steps to get the oil and gas sector into 
order through regulatory support and incentives for 
private firms to establish R&D centers to address techni-
cal issues.

Conclusion

The Indian oil and gas industry is beset by a slew of 
issues. Discuss. What has the Indian government done 
to address these concerns?

Mains oriented question

A draft city gas distribution policy was previously 
released by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 
Gas.
States may adopt it in order to expedite the imple-
mentation of city gas distribution (CGD) networks.
For gas-powered automobiles, reduced road taxes 
and value-added tax (VAT) may be granted. This will 
make doing business easier.

Pricing

The government aims to guarantee that pricing is 
transparent and that transactions are simple.
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Why in news?

Relevance

Title

Why are glaciers of Ladakh retreating? Know geographi-
cal reasons behind it?

GS 1 || Geography || Geomorphology || Glacial Landforms

(Click on the above image to watch the video)

Ladakh Glacier retreat due to warming low winter precip-
itation

It will have an impact on water, food, energy 
security, and agriculture, including soil erosion, 
landslides, and floods.
Glacial lakes can also arise as a result of melted ice, 
causing Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOF) and 
even modifying global climate by spilling freshwater 
into the oceans and disrupting circulation.

Background

Since 2015, a team of scientists from the Wadia 
Institute of Himalayan Geology (WIHG), Dehradun, has 
ventured to study the less explored region of the 
Himalayas, focusing on Zanskar, Ladakh. 
Scientists evaluated the impact of climate change 
through the perspective of past and present responses 
of the Pensilungpa Glacier.

Location of Pensilungpa Glacier

The Pensilungpa Glacier is located in Zanskar Range, 
Ladakh. 
The Zanskar Range is a mountain range in the union 
territory of Ladakh that separates Zanskar from Ladakh. 
Geologically, the Zanskar Range is part of the Tethys 
Himalaya.
The average height of the Zanskar Range is about 
6,000 m.
The highest peaks of Himachal are in Zanskar range.
13000 feet high Zojila Pass is in the extreme northwest 
of Zanskar range.
This range, is a branch of the Great Himalayan range of 
mountains.

The evaluation was done based on field observa-
tions for glacier mass balance collected via stake 
networking over the glacier surface from 2016 to 
2019. 
In this technique, a bamboo stake is installed on the 
glacier surface using a steam drill for mass balance 
measurement.

Impact on Human Life

Glacial retreat leaves glacial moraines, which are 
boulders and masses of scraped-together rocky 
debris and soil.

Leaves Debris

Base of the research

The study said that field observations for four years 
(2015–2019) showed that the glacier is now retreat-
ing at an average rate of 6.7 plus/minus 3 metre per 
annum.
In the study published in the journal Regional 
Environmental Change, the team attributes the 
observed recessional trends of the Pensilungpa 
Glacier to an increase in the temperature and 
decrease in precipitation during winters.

Findings of the study

Impact
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According to the study, as air temperatures contin-
ue to rise in line with global trends, melting will 
accelerate, and summer precipitation at higher 
altitudes may change from snow to rain, thereby 
influencing summer and winter weather patterns.

NAPCC: One of the eight national missions under the 
National Action Plan on Climate Change is the 
National Mission for Sustaining the Himalayan Ecosys-
tem (NAPCC).

Initiative Himalayan Ecosystem

About Glacier

A glacier is a long-term accumulation of dense ice 
that moves under its own weight. Over several years, 
it is formed when the accumulation of snow surpasses 
its ablation (melting and sublimation). 
It has the world's largest fresh water reservoir (75 
percent of all fresh water).
Glaciers are remarkable in that they are a freshwater 
reservoir with sheer mass and the ability to move 
(Glaciers flow like very slow rivers). 
It can go in two directions: Internal flow occurs when 
the pressure and gravity on the ice in a glacier compel 
it to move downhill; basal slide occurs when the 
glacier's base is partially melted and the entire glacier 
flows. 
The melting of glaciers creates rivers, valleys, and 
lakes.

What is glacier?

What causes the formation of glaciers 
and glacial lakes?

About the Study on Zanskar Valley's
Retreating

Glaciers can be found on every continent except 
Australia, and some of them are hundreds of 
thousands of years old; the Himalayas have a significant 
cluster of glaciers.
Glaciers are built up of layers of compressed snow that 
move or "flow" as a result of gravity and the relative 
softness of ice versus rock.
The "tongue" of a glacier can extend hundreds of 
kilometers from its high-altitude origins, and the end, 
or "snout," can advance or recede depending on the 
amount of snow that accumulates or melts.
After glaciers retreat, proglacial lakes are generally 
bounded by sediment and boulder formations.
Both natural and manufactured dams can burst due to 
increased water or pressure, or structural weakness, 
producing a deluge of floodwater rushing down the 
rivers and streams fed by the glacier.

Glacier observations during a four-year period 
(2015–2019) found that the Pensilungpa Glacier is 
retreating at about 6 meters per year.
This is due to a decrease in precipitation and a rise in 
temperature throughout the winter months. The study 
also found that debris cover has a significant impact
on the glacier's mass balance and retreat, especially in 
the summer. 
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PRELIMS CAPSULE

Ques-1) Recently, the Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare has released the 3rd State Food 

Safety Index (SFSI)

Consider the following about it:

A. The index is developed by FSSAI (Food Safety and Standards Authority of India) to measure the

performance of states on five significant parameters of Food Safety.

B. Among the larger states, Gujarat was the top-ranking state, followed by Kerala and Tamil Nadu

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -2) Blue Flag Certification has been in the news.

Which of the following does it relate to?

A. Indicates presence of man eating sharks

B. Indicates presence of pirates in the vicinity of the region

C. Recognition for eco-friendliness

D. Recognizes hostility among countries over a disputed property

Ques -3) Consider the following about a new report titled Global Trade Outlook:

A. As per the report, India will become the world’s 3rd largest importer by 2050 with a share of 5.9

percent of global imports

B. The report has been published by World Trade Organization

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -4) Consider the following about African Swine Fever (ASF):

A. ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease that infects domestic and wild pigs, however

despite having an approved vaccine, animals are culled to prevent the spread of infection

B. The mortality is close to 100 per cent, and since the fever has no cure, the only way to stop it spread-

ing is by culling the animals.

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B
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Ques -5) Consider the following about “Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records” (FASTER) 

system:

A. This system enables instant transmission of driver details based on scanning of QR codes of Driving

licenses

B. It has been introduced by Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -6) Pradhan Mantri Digital Health Mission has been in news Consider the following about it:

A. Under this, a unique digital health ID will be provided to the people, which will contain all the health

records of the person.

B. Every time one visits a doctor or a pharmacy, everything will be logged in this card. From the doctor’s

appointment to the medication, everything will be available in the health profile

C. It will not only digitize health records but also provides a registry of doctors and health facilities.

Which of the above is correct?

A. A and B

B. B and C

C. A and C

D. All of the above

Ques -7) Vishnuonyx has been in the news.

Which of the following does it relate to?

A. Idol of Vishnu ji discovered in Europe 120 years ago

B. The sect which continues to follow the tradition Vaishnavism practices

C. Fossils of previously unknown species

D. None of the above

Ques -8) Consider the following about NASA’s Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover (VIPER) 

mission:

A. VIPER is a mobile robot that will explore the Moon’s north Pole

B. It is the first resource mapping mission on any other celestial body and NASA’s Commercial Lunar

Payload Services (CLPS) will be providing the launch vehicle and lander for what’s going to be a 100-day

mission

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B
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Ques -9) The world’s highest electric vehicle charging station was inaugurated recently to promote a 

sustainable environment.

Where is it located?

A. Ladakh

B. Moscow

C. Himachal Pradesh

D. Sikkim

Ques -10) Consider the following about Rashtriya Gokul Mission:

A. ‘Rashtriya Gokul Mission’ was launched in 2004 to conserve and develop indigenous bovine breeds

B. Its objectives include undertaking breed improvement programme for indigenous cattle breeds so as

to improve the genetic makeup and increase the stock.

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -11) Consider the following statements.

Assertion (A): The Ministry of Defence (MoD) recently signed an estimated Rs. 22,000-crore deal with 

Airbus Defence and Space S.A., Spain

Reason (R): The deal involves sale of heavy artillery and equipment that is expected to strengthen the 

armory of the armed forced

In the context of the above, which of these is correct?

A. A is correct, and R is an appropriate explanation of A.

B. A is correct, but R is not an appropriate explanation of A.

C. A is correct, but R is incorrect.

D. Both A and R are incorrect.

Ques -12) The Central bank of the country has declared all the Cryptocurrency transactions illegal. 

According to the central bank, Virtual currency-related business activities are illegal financial activities

IWhich country are we talking about?

A. Russia

B. India

C. Japan

D. China

Ques -13) Consider the following about dark energy which is in news:

A. Dark Energy is a hypothetical form of energy that exerts a negative, repulsive pressure, behaving like

the opposite of gravity

B. It is causing the rate of expansion of our universe to deaccelerate over time, rather than to increase

it
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Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -13) Cyclone ‘Gulab’ is likely to hit east coast of India.

Who gave this name to the cyclone?

A. India

B. Afghanistan

C. Pakistan

D. Bangladesh

Ques -15) Judima has been awarded the geographical indication (GI) tag recently

Which of the following best describes it?

A. Art of weaving jute into fine cloth

B. Wine brewed by local community

C. Rice grown on steep hills of Kerala

D. Clothing made from silk famous in North East India

Ques -16) A State-wide campaign has been launched for demanding passage of the social accountability 

law in the next Assembly session.

“Social accountability” refers to actions initiated by citizen groups to hold public officials, politicians, 

and service providers to account for their conduct and performance in terms of delivering services, 

improving people’s welfare and protecting people’s rights

Which Indian State are we talking about?

A. Kerala

B. Goa

C. West Bengal

D. Rajasthan

Ques -17) Government recently launched the “AmritGrand Challenge Program” titled “जनCARE”

Which of the following does it relate to?

A. Providing ration and water at minimal cost for masses

B. Introducing state of the art health care facilities for BPL population

C. Recognizing start up innovations

D. None of the above

Ques -18) Consider the following about Taiwan Strait

A. The Taiwan Strait is a 110-mile-wide channel that separates mainland China from the island of Taiwan.
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B. It is also known as the Formosa Strait or the Tai-hai (the Tai Sea).

C. The Taiwan Strait is not a part of the South China Sea, and its southern portion is linked to the East 

China Sea

Which of the above is correct?

A. A and B

B. B and C

C. A and C

D. All of the above

Ques -19) ) The Central government has launched dedicated projects to conserve

which of the following animals?

A. Kashmir Stag

B. Horned rhinoceros

C. Saltwater crocodile

Select the correct answer using the codes below.

A. 1 and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C. 1 and 3 only

D. 1, 2 and 3

Ques -20) All-India Quarterly Establishment-based Employment Survey was recently released

Consider the following related to it:

A. In the first quarter of this fiscal (April-June 2021) 27% of the establishments surveyed reported 

COVID-19-related retrenchment (reduction).

B. The survey findings have been released by NITI Aayog

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -21) Recently, Government launched the first Pan-India toll-free helpline number 14567

Which of the following does it relate to?

A. Senior Citizens

B. Drug De-Addiction

C. Domestic Violence

D. Child Pornography

Ques -22) Recently, the Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) has developed the country’s first-ev-

er non-GM (genetically modified) herbicide-tolerant rice varieties Consider the following about it:
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A. The plants can now “tolerate” application of the herbicide, and hence it kills only the weeds.

B. As there is no foreign gene involved in the process, the herbicide- tolerance is through mutation breed-

ing. Thus, it is not a Genetically modified organism

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -23) A. World Maritime Day is observed to appreciate the importance of maritime industry and to 

underline the importance of maritime security, maritime safety, maritime environment, and shipping.

B. This day also marks the day of adaptation of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) conven-

tion. IMO was adapted in 1958.

C. World Maritime Day was first observed in 1988

A. Honduras

B. Costa Rica

C. Spain

D. Portugal

Ques -24) Vatan Prem Yojana has been in the news.

Consider the following about it:

A. The Government of Gujarat announced that it plans on undertaking public welfare projects worth Rs. 

3,000 crores jointly with non-resident Gujaratis by December 2022

B. As per the official release, under the scheme, People of a particular community living anywhere in 

India and abroad will be able to pick up the projects, villages, and agencies of their choice by making a 

monetary contribution of 40%, while the state government will be contributing the remaining 60%.

A. A and B

B. B and C

C. A and C

D. All of the above

Ques -25) Landsat 9 has been in the news.

Which of the following does it relate to?

A. Earth monitoring satellite

B. Moon lander mission launched by NASA

C. Mission that will take civilians for a space flight

D. None of the above

Ques -26) Clean India drive was recently launched.

Consider the following about it:
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A. It aims at getting rid of single-use plastic and other waste. It will also work in creating awareness, 

mobilize people and ensure their involvement in cleaning waste

B. Clean India Programme is being organised in 6 lakh villages of 744 districts across India through the 

networks of Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan- NYKS affiliated Youth Clubs and the National Service 

Scheme- affiliated institutions

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -27) Rakthamichthys mumba has been in news

Which of the following best describes it?

A. Spices having origin in West Bengal that have huge export potential and having received GI tag recently

B. Black Mamba discovered from the Western Ghats

C. New specie of eel discovered in Mumbai

D. None of the above

Ques -28) Consider the following about Prophylactic Medicines which have been in news :

A. DigiSaksham is a digital skills programme to enhance the employability of youth by imparting digital 

skills that are required in an increasingly technology driven era

A. This joint initiative with Google India is an extension of the Government’s ongoing programs to 

support the youth from rural and semi-urban areas

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -29) NASA’s Lucy mission has been in the news.

Which of the following does it relate to?

A. To get better understanding about Saturn rings

B. To study Jupiter’s Trojan asteroids

C. To study the presence of Methane on Moon

D. None of the above

Ques -30) A mascot has been declared for Namami Gange Programme.

Which of the following is the correct option?

A. Alladin

B. Shaktiman

C. Chacha Chaudhary

D. Mowgli
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Ques -31) “Bal Raksha Kit” has been recently launched in India

Consider the following about it:

A. The kit has been launched to tackle the rising cases of hair fall being observed in Indians especially in 

the age group of 30-40

B. This kit has been developed under the strict guidelines of ministry of Ayush while it was manufactured 

by Indian Medicines Pharmaceutical Corporation Limited (IMPCL)

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -32) Consider the following about International Classification of Diseases (ICD):

A. The International Classification of Diseases (ICD) is the basis for identification of health trends and 

statistics globally and the international standard for reporting diseases and health conditions.

B. It is used by medical practitioners around the world to diagnose conditions and by researchers to 

categorize condition

C. It is released by WHO

Which of the above is correct?

A. A and B

B. B and C

C. A and C

D. All of the above

Ques -33) The country marked its first ever National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. The aim of the 

holiday is to educate and remind the citizens of the history of indigenous children and remember their 

suffering

Which country are we talking about?

A. India

B. South Africa

C. Canada

D. New Zealand

Ques -34) Consider the following about the warship Vikrant:

A. Vikrant is India’s most complex warship (aircraft carrier) to have been 90% indigenously built by 

Cochin Shipyard for the Indian Navy and 10% technology support given by Russia.

B. The indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC) Vikrant is a mini floating city, with a flight deck area covering the 

size of two football fields.
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Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -35) Ashokan inscriptions remain valuable sources for the study of Asoka and

the Mauryan Empire. This is because:

A. His wooden pillars heralded a new architectural era because most of the monuments before his period 

were made of stone.

B. Pillar edicts give a summary of his efforts to promote the Dhamma within his kingdom and outside.

C. They often deal with instructions given to his officials which is informative of Mauryan polity.

Select the correct answer using the codes below.

A. 2 and 3 only

B. 1 and 3 only

C. 1 and 2 only

D. 2 only

Ques 36) Consider the following about The Conference on Disarmament:

A. The Conference on Disarmament (CD) is a multilateral disarmament forum established by the interna-

tional community to negotiate arms control and disarmament agreements based at the Palais des 

Nations in Paris

B. Its membership comprises of over 100 countries who work towards the common goal

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -37) Langas and Manganiyars have been in news

Which of the following best describes them?

A. Dance artists that are taking up social causes in South India

B. The Scheduled castes that have risen up in their societal status

C. Hereditary communities of Muslim musicians

D. None of the above

Ques -38) Consider the following about Shyamji Krishna Varma:

A. He started the publication of a monthly journal called ‘Indian Mirror’

B. In February 1905, he established the Indian Home Rule Society to raise his voice against British 

domination in India

C. Founded the famous India House in London in 1904 which became the nerve centre and nucleus for 

India’s revolutionaries
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Which of the above is correct?

A. A and B

B. B and C

C. A and C

D. All of the above

Ques -39) Kamdhenu Deepawali 2021 campaign has been in news.

Consider the following about it:

A. This campaign was launched for manufacturing and marketing about 100 Crore Deepak lamps & 

Laxmi-Ganesh Idols made exclusively by females to ensure better employment opportunities for them

B. Under the campaign, Cows will be economically used by economically utilizing Cow Dung and Cow 

Urine along with its Milks, Curd & Ghee.

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -40) ICMR’s drone response and outreach (i-Drone) was recently launched aimed at ensuring that 

life-saving vaccines reach everyone.

In which Indian State was it launched?

A. Sikkim

B. Arunachal Pradesh

C. Manipur

D. Meghalaya

Ques -41) ‘Swechha’ programme has been in news.

Consider the following about the same:

A. Under the programme, sanitary napkins would be provided to over 10 lakh students studying in 

Classes 7 to 12.

B. It has been launched in all government schools and colleges by Maharashtra government

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -42) The country has approved a plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) in agriculture and 

forestry sectors that legally binds them to reduce GHG’s
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Which country are we talking about?

A. Finland

B. New Zealand

C. Sweden

D. Denmark

Ques -43) The Indian State has become the first Indian one to begin organised cultivation of Cinnamon

Which State are we talking about?

A. Assam

B. Himachal Pradesh

C. Chhatisgarh

D. Odisha

Ques -44) Recently, Tsirkon (Zircon), a hypersonic cruise missile from a nuclear submarine was successful-

ly test fired

Which of the following country does it relate to?

A. North Korea

B. China

C. South Korea

D. Russia

Ques -45) The Union government has launched a scheme for ‘Good Samaritan’ Consider the following 

about it:

A. Anyone who saves the life of a road accident victim by rushing them to a hospital within the “golden 

hour” will get a cash reward of ₹2,000

B. An individual could be awarded a maximum of 12 times in a year

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -46) Mosquirix has been in the news

Consider the following about it:

A. It is the first and, to date only, vaccine shown to have the capability of significantly reducing Dengue

B. The vaccine acts against falciparum, the most deadly malaria parasite globally, and the most prevalent 

in Africa.

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B
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Ques -47) A. India's richest people have decreased their cumulative wealth by 20 percent in the second 

year of the COVID-19 pandemic.

B. Mukesh Ambani has topped Forbes India Rich List 2021 for the 14th year in a row since 2008 with a 

net worth of $92.7 billion, while Gautam Adani is ranked second with a net worth of $74.8 billion, 

followed by Shiv Nadar at 3rd place with $31 billion

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B

Ques -48) Guduchi has been in the news.

Which of the following does it relate to?

A. Herb that has been used in therapeutics since long

B. Dance moves done by tribals from North East

C. Delicacy prepared using jaggery that is famous in Haryana

D. None of the above

Ques -49) Consider the following about Javan Gibbon:

A. The silvery gibbon or Javan gibbon, is a primate. They are found in groups only, usually in a pair of 

two

B. It was declared Critically Endangered in 2004 but since has recovered to status of Endangered as per 

IUCN criterion. However, the latest IUCN estimate shows that their population is decreasing

C. There are around 10,000 Javan gibbons left

Which of the above is correct?

A. A and B

B. B and C

C. A and C

D. All of the above

Ques -50) Consider the following about ‘Indian Space Association’ (ISpA)

A. Indian Space Association (ISpA) is the premier industry association of space and satellite companies.

B. ISpA is represented only by leading home grown corporations having advanced capabilities in space 

& satellite technologies.

Which of the above is correct?

A. A only

B. B only

C. Both A and B

D. Neither A nor B
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SOLUTIONS

The first State Food Safety Index for the year 2018-19 was announced on the first-ever World Food Safety Day 
on 7th June 2019. Among the smaller states, Goa stood first followed by Meghalaya and Manipur. Among UTs, 
Jammu & Kashmir, Andaman & Nicobar Islands and New Delhi secured top ranks.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Recently, Foundation for Environment Education (FEE), Denmark has awarded the Blue Flag Certification to 
Kovalam (Tamil Nadu) and Eden (Puducherry) beach. Blue Flag beaches are considered the cleanest beaches of 
the world. It is an eco-tourism model endeavoring to provide the tourists/beachgoers clean and hygienic bathing 
water, facilities, a safe and healthy environment and sustainable development of the area.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

India will become the world’s 3rd largest importer by 2050 with a share of 5.9 percent of global imports, follow-
ing China and the United States (US), as per a new report titled Global Trade Outlook by the UK's Department 
of International Trade.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

African Swine Fever (ASF) is back in news again. After Mizoram witnessed the ASF outbreak, cases have been 
reported in Tripura.ASF is a highly contagious and fatal animal disease that infects domestic and wild pigs, 
typically resulting in an acute form of hemorrhagic fever.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Following an order in July by a Special Bench led by CJI, the Supreme court has introduced the “Fast and 
Secured Transmission of Electronic Records” (FASTER) system.Through this system, Supreme Court’s crucial 
decisions, including orders on bail and stay of arrest, can be communicated electronically to prison authorities 
and investigating agencies through a secure channel.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The NDHM is part of the Centre’s National Digital Health Blueprint, which aims to enhance healthcare delivery 
by setting up a core e-health database of international standards and, on paper, allowing patients to have control 
over their health data.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Researchers from the Universities of Tübingen and Zaragoza have discovered the fossil of a previously unknown 
species, which they have named Vishnuonyx neptuni, meaning ‘Neptune’s Vishnu’.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

NASA has chosen a landing site for the Volatiles Investigating Polar Exploration Rover (VIPER). The site is on the 
western edge of Nobile crater, near the lunar south pole. The crater was named after Italian polar explorer 
Umberto Nobile.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

1) Solution: (C)

2) Solution: (C)

3) Solution: (A)

4) Solution: (B)

5) Solution: (D)

6) Solution: (B)

7) Solution: (C)

8) Solution: (B)
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Pune-based start-up specializing in Electric Vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure goEgoNetwork has installed 
Bharat AC and Dual Socket Type 2 chargers at Kaza, Spiti Valley in the western Himalayas, making it world’s 
highest EV charging station (situated at 3,800m).
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

‘Rashtriya Gokul Mission’ was launched in 2014 to conserve and develop indigenous bovine
breeds, under the National Programme for Bovine Breeding and Dairy Development (NPBBD).
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) recently signed an estimated Rs. 22,000-crore deal with
Airbus Defence and Space S.A., Spain, for 56 C-295MW transport aircraft to replace the Indian Air Force’s ageing 
56 Avro aircraft that were procured in the 1960s. This is the first project of its kind in which a military aircraft will 
be manufactured in India under technology transfer by the private sector.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

China's central bank has announced that all transactions of crypto-currencies are illegal, effectively banning 
digital tokens such as Bitcoin.China is one of the world's largest crypto-currency markets.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Recently, an international team of researchers made the first direct detection of dark energy.They noticed certain 
unexpected results in the XENON1T experiment and write that dark energy may be responsible for it. We know 
how much dark energy there is because we know how it affects the universe’s expansion. Other than that, it is a 
complete mystery. But it is an important mystery. It makes up about 68% of the universe.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Cyclone Gulab made landfall on India’s east coast and weakened into a depression. Another cyclone–Sha-
heen–may form over the Arabian Sea from the remnant of cyclone Gulab.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Judima, the wine brewed by the Dimasa community in Assam, has been awarded the
geographical indication (GI) tag. This wine is made from rice and a certain herb.  It is the first beverage from 
the north-eastern region to earn this label. Judima is intrinsic to the social and cultural life of the Dimasas.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Activists pointed out that countless citizens were suffering from an inability to access their rights and have their 
complaints redressed in a time-bound manner, while there was “no accountability of errant government 
officials”.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

“AmritGrand Challenge Program” titled “जनCARE” is to identify 75 Start-Up Innovations in Telemedicine, 
Digital Health, mHealth with BIG Data, AI, Block Chain and other technologies.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

9) Solution: (C)

10) Solution: (B)

11) Solution: (C)

12) Solution: (D)

13) Solution: (A)

14) Solution: (C)

15) Solution: (B)

16) Solution: (D)

17) Solution: (C)
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The Royal Navy said a British warship was sailing through the Taiwan Strait, a rare voyage
by a non-US military vessel through the sensitive waterway that is likely to strain ties with Beijing
The Taiwan Strait makes up part of the South China Sea, and its northern portion is linked to the East China Sea.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The central government had announced several projects for protecting specific animals, which were gravely 
threatened, including the tiger, the one horned rhinoceros, the Kashmir stag or hangul, three types of crocodiles 
– fresh water crocodile, saltwater crocodile and the Gharial, the Asiatic lion, and some others.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

All-India Quarterly Establishment-based Employment Survey was recently released by the Ministry of Labour and 
Employment
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment launched the Elder Line, the first Pan-India toll-free helpline 
number 14567 for senior citizens. The helpline number for senior citizens is called the ‘Elder Line’. The senior 
citizens helpline number will provide free information and guidance on pension and legal issues, intervene in 
cases of abuse, and extend emotional support.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

These varieties can be directly seeded and significantly save water and labour compared to conventional 
transplanting.The new varieties contain a mutated AcetoLactate Synthase (ALS) gene making it possible for 
farmers to spray Imazethapyr, a broad-spectrum herbicide, to control weeds.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

A bright red river of lava from the volcano on Spain's La Palma island finally tumbled over a cliff and into the 
Atlantic Ocean, setting off huge plumes of steam and possibly toxic gases that required local residents outside 
the evacuation zone to remain indoors
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

World Maritime Day was celebrated for the first time on March 17, 1978. International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) observes World Maritime Day every year. Individual governments determine the precise day, although it is 
normally observed during the final week of September, usually on the last Thursday of the month. This year, it 
was on on September 30.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

It is an Earth monitoring satellite. It is a joint mission of NASA and the US Geological Survey (USGS). Together 
with Landsat 8, it will collect images of Earth’s surface. It takes 8 days to capture the whole Earth.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

PUnion Minister for Youth Affairs and Sports Shri Anurag Thakur participated in cleanliness drive on the launch 
of nationwide Clean India programme from Prayagraj in UP. Clean India is not just a programme but it  reflects 

18) Solution: (A)

19) Solution: (D)

20) Solution: (A)

21) Solution: (A)

22) Solution: (C)

23) Solution: (C)

24) Solution: (A)

25) Solution: (A)

26) Solution: (C)
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the genuine concerns of common man and their resolve to address the issue head on.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

A new species of swamp eel belonging to the genus Rakthamicthys that is endemic to India was discovered in a 
well in Mumbai.It was named Rakthamichthys mumba.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

This joint initiative with Microsoft India is an extension of the Government’s ongoing programs to support the 
youth from rural and semi-urban areas.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

THE CENTRE will use Chacha Chaudhary, the popular comic book character, for sensitising children and youths 
about the cleaning of Ganga and other rivers, a top official of the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), under the AYUSH ministry, has developed “Bal Raksha
Kit” which is an immunity boosting kit.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The inclusion of a disorder in ICD is a consideration which countries take into account when planning public 
health strategies and monitoring trends of disorders.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Canada marked its first ever National Day for Truth and Reconciliation on September 30 to honour the lost 
children and survivors of the country’s indigenous residential schools, their families and communities.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The maiden sea trials of the indigenous aircraft carrier (IAC) Vikrant have progressed very well and the second 
phase of trials are expected to begin by October-end, with the third phase planned in December.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Ashokan inscriptions (first deciphered by James Princep) are written in Pali language and in some places Prakrit 
was used.The state and spread of Dhamma gives crucial information about the social life at the time of 
Ashoka.Ashoka often gave instructions to his Dhamma mahamahattas to spread Dhamma. These instructions, 
their style etc were recorded on the edicts.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The Conference on Disarmament (CD) is a multilateral disarmament forum established by theinternational 
community to negotiate arms control and disarmament agreements based at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 
The Conference meets annually in three separate sessions in Geneva.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

27) Solution: (C)

28) Solution: (A)

29) Solution: (B)

30) Solution: (C)

31) Solution: (B)

32) Solution: (A)

33) Solution: (C)

34) Solution: (B)

35) Solution: (A)
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The ballads, folklore and songs of the Langa-Manganiyar artistes are being preserved through an initiative for 
documentation and digitization The Langas and Manganiyars are hereditary communities of Muslim musicians 
residing mostly in western Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer and Barmer districts and in Pakistan’s Tharparkar and Sanghar 
districts in Sindh.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has paid tributes to Shyamji Krishna Varma on his Jayanti. An Indian 
revolutionary fighter, lawyer and journalist, who led India’s freedom struggle from London
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Former Cabinet Minister and former chairman of rashtriya Kamdhenu Aayog launched the “Kamdhenu Deepawa-
li 2021 campaign” This campaign was launched for manufacturing and marketing about 100 Crore Deepak lamps 
& Laxmi-Ganesh Idols made up of cow-dung.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

This is for the first time that a ‘Make in India’ drone has been used in South Asia to transport COVID vaccine over 
an aerial distance of 15 km in 12-15 minutes from the Bishnupur district hospital to Loktak lake, Karang island in 
Manipur for administration at the primary health centre.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

It is an awareness drive on menstruation launched recently by Andhra Pradesh government. It has been launched 
in all government schools and colleges.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The parliament of Denmark October 5, 2021 approved a plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) in 
agriculture and forestry sectors by 55 and 65 per cent respectively by 2030, news agency Reuters reported.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Cinnamon cultivation in Himachal Pradesh has been introduced by CSIR’s Institute of Himalayan Bioresource 
Technology (IHBT) on a pilot basis. Organised Cinnamon cultivation in Himachal Pradesh was launched recently 
with State Agriculture Minister Virendra Kanwar planting the first sapling in the Una district.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

A.The Russian Defense Ministry announced that Russia successfully test-launched a Tsirkon (Zircon) hypersonic 
cruise missile from a nuclear submarine.
B. The missile was fired from Severodvinsk submarine which hit the target, the defence ministry claimed.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Anyone who saves the life of a road accident victim by rushing them to a hospital within the “golden hour” will 
get a cash reward of ₹5,000. Each Good Samaritan would also receive a certificate of appreciation. An individual 
could be awarded a maximum of five times in a year.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

37) Solution: (C)

38) Solution: (C)

39) Solution: (C)

40) Solution: (C)

41) Solution: (A)

42) Solution: (A)

43) Solution: (B)

44) Solution: (A)
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RTS,S/ASO1 (RTS.S), trade name Mosquirix, was recently endorsed by the World Health Organisation (WHO).  It
is the first and, to date only, vaccine shown to have the capability of significantly reducing malaria, and life-threat-
ening severe malaria, in tests on young African children.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

As per Forbes India Rich List 2021, India's richest people have increased their cumulative wealth by 50 percent in
the second year of the COVID-19 pandemic. India's 100 richest people are now worth $775 billion.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

The Ministry of Ayush’s advisory on the use of Guduchi, also known as Giloy, confirms that Guduchi (Tinospora
cordifolia) is safe to use but some similar looking plants like Tinospora crispa may be harmful.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Indonesia is taking steps to protect the habitat of Javan Gibbon (Hylobates moloch), which is endangered by
climate change and human encroachment.The species is also hunted for both meat and pet trade.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

Indian Space Association (ISpA), established in December 2020, is the premier industry association of space and
satellite companies. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the ISpA on October 11, 2021.
Source: Study IQ daily current Affairs

46) Solution: (B)

47) Solution: (C)

48) Solution: (C)

49) Solution: (D)

50) Solution: (A)
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